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Events to occur in 2018/5778 — Byron Searle 


Posted by 444ProphecyNews on April 14, 
20180 Comments 


READ NEXT — 


Prophetic Word — Events to occur in 


2018/5778 


Given to Byron Searle on December 24, 2017 

Jeremiah 4:1-18 (Coming disasters, but: 14 Behold, He [Jesus] 
comes up like clouds) 

My son, you have asked what will happen in 2018/5778. I will 
give you a list of things that MAY come to pass. I say MAY 
come to pass because some things may be postponed until a later 
day. There are, however, some things that must be. 


1. War with North Korea - It will be very quick. [after the kick-off 
event] (The Surprise 3 Days of Darkness happens before the Event) 
2. War in the Middle East Toronto/Oregon - Nations will attack 
Israel. 

3. War in the Far East - China will attack Japan. 

4. War in Europe - Muslims will declare war on Germany, France, 
and Italy. 

5. War in South America - Venezuela/Brazil go to war. 

6. War in North America - Russia invades USA. [Jeremiah 50 & 51] 
These are the wars and rumors of wars spoken of in Matthew 24. 
There will be many smaller wars between people groups. 

7. Economy Reset - World economics will reset to the currency 
the beast will use. Crypto-currency will be what the man of sin 
controls. 

8. Famine - Will grip many lands, and millions of people will 
starve to death. 

9. Signs in the sun - 2018 will be the hottest on record, melting 
polar ice caps and causing great flooding. 

10. Storms - 2018 will be the worst ever for strong storms, 
electrical, tornadic, flooding, and hail. 

11. Lawlessness - 2018 will be the year of total lawlessness. 
Cities will have riots where many will be killed. Heinous will be a 
word used most often. 

12. Terrorism - In 2018, terrorists will attack at will around the 
world, killing thousands. They will use biological weapons taken 
from Syria. 

13. Earthquakes - 2018 will be the year of massive earthquakes 
all around the world. The word MEGA-QUAKE will be replaced with 
TERRA-QUAKE meaning the land has changed shape. 


14. Pestilences - New diseases will be discovered that have no 
cure and will kill many thousands. Entire countries will be 
quarantined. 

15. Water - will be more valuable than gold as terrorists pollute 
water supplies. 

16. Revival - Will start to break out in small churches that have 
sought Me on their knees. 

17. Apostate Church - Will grow in attendance and will be a 
building with dead people inside. 

18. Asteroid - Will hit the Atlantic Ocean, causing massive 
flooding and death. [Isaiah 28] 


Your Watch dates for the Three Days of Darkness and 
EMP Warning for the Entire World 


Tuesday September 11 2018 
Friday September 14 2018 


Sunday October 14 2018 
Sunday October 21 2018 


Wednesday November 24 2018 Black Friday 


Wednesday November 28 2018 
Monday December 3'¢/10th 2018 


Saturnday December 17 2018 
December 22/24/25" 2018 


January 3'7/8" Extends into February and May from 
Now until 2020-Beyond 

My children, these are a few of the judgments I will bring upon 
unrepentant man. I have been sending My prophets for many, 
many years, yet no one seems to believe My Words. As these 
judgments start, I will allow a short time period for My children 
to repent. If NO repentance occurs, the judgments will occur 
faster as birth pangs on a woman. 


My son, tell My body how much I love them. I don’t want to see 
any perish, but stubborn stiff-necked children have to learn the 
hard way. Many of My children will escape to the safe haven I 
have chosen; many will not and perish. 


My son, all things are about to change. As I said before, in one 
night when you go to sleep, the world will be one way. When 
you wake up, it will be totally different. These things must be 
that scripture will be fulfilled, but prayer will postpone some 
events — NOT STOP — but postpone, to allow more into My 
Kingdom. My son, pray, seek me daily, never let your armor get 
rusty, and keep your sword sharpened. I love you. Shalom — 


Messiah Jesus & The Father. 
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Looking for the Truth of 
What's Going on in This 
World, and the Planned 

World War 3? 


"When a well-packaged web 
of lies has been sold 
gradually to the masses 

over generations, the truth 
will seem utterly 
preposterous and its speaker 
a raving lunatic." -- Dresden 
James 


Amidst an over-abundance 
of 'information', and a 
distinct lack of TRUTH, this 
is where you'll find the most 
accurate "big picture" 
presentation of why the 
world is currently in the state 
it is. 


The Planet's Most Practical 
World War Three 
Newsletter -- FREE! 


Over 11,000 thinking 
individuals, including a 
number of retired and serving 
high-ranking military 
personnel, receive the FREE 
World War Three e- 
newsletter loaded with 
practical, sane and level- 
headed information you can 
really use to prepare yourself 
for the Planned World War 
Three. Why not Join Us? 


Nowadays, both online and in 
print, very few people tell the 
truth, because very few 
people really know what truth 
is. What you'll receive is not 
fluff. There are no empty, 


People tend to be sucked into 


irrational behavior en masse. 


"Men think in herds, go mad 
in herds, but recover their 
senses one by one." -- 
Charles Mackay 


Here's your chance to break 
free from the herd. While 
you might not agree with 
everything you read here, I 
take great care in presenting 
only verifiable facts. All 
information is taken from 
the most reliable sources 
available and can be 
verified with a little 
research. 


But you won't find any of 


this in your mainstream news 


sources. They are 
controlled, just as news 
broadcasts during WW1 and 
WW? were carefully 
controlled. It's called 
propaganda. 


Testimonial 
I am so thankful to have 


rehashed fillers that give you 
mental constipation. I know 
your time is precious, and I 
want to give you only useful, 
meaningful, accurate 
information. I ignore the 
noise and analyze the 
unfolding Grand Plan leading 
towards inevitable Global 
Government. 


Testimonial 


The World War Three 
Newsletter is very 
insightful and detailed. 
Your articles stimulate 
independent thought and 
are profound. Events 
taking place in today's 
world are enormously 
complex with a seriously 
convoluted tangle of 
interrelated and unrelated 
occurrences happening 
simultaneously. Just to sift 
through this maze and 
present issues in a logical 
manner is a challenge 
itself. Then adding 
historical, social or 


found your World War 
Three website. You are 
very brave to speak out 
the way you do. I have 
great respect for people 
like yourself who are 
willing to do so. Far too 
many are intimidated by 
various "things". It is so 
nice to read "the truth". 
Other than your site, I am 
not seeing a great deal of 
the truth. Your website is 
a breath of fresh air. 
Thank you for your 
courage and your 
scholarship. - Harold 
Murray 


You and I know that there is 
a gigantic cover-up of who 
the true criminals are. The 
mainstream media and 
authorities are complicit, so 
you'll never hear it from 
them. But you WILL hear it 
from me. 


Once you understand the 
REAL reasons behind 


political elements into the 
mix makes it a work of 
art. - Boyd 'Space Cadet' 


The vast majority of 
conspiracy sites excel in 
spreading fear, doom and 
gloom about individual 
newsworthy events while 
never providing any practical 
ideas about how to prepare for 
WW3, terrorism or natural 
disasters. Instead the World 
War Three newsletter focuses 
mainly on global trends and 
how separate events are 
related in the plan for 

WW3. I stimulate creative 
thought and provide timely 
advice on what you should do 
to ensure your family's safety, 
come what may during the 
Planned World War Three. 
Subscribe Free. 


Testimonial 


What definitely sets you 
apart from the vast 
majority of authors is your 
rational approach and 


current events you'll quickly 
see who the real culprits 

are. Once you understand 
WHY events are unfolding 
the way they are, you'll have 
a clearer idea of what's in 
store for us in the not too 
distant future. 


Testimonial 


I can’t begin to tell you 
how much I enjoy your 
World War Three site; 
how much I have 
appreciated the things 
you write about and how 
much I have stretched my 
own thinking in the 
months I have been 
receiving your emails! 
One of my lifelong 
passions is to keep 
growing, keep stretching 
— and this includes of 
course subjects one 
would not always 
‘naturally’ gravitate 
towards. Thanks for the 
incredible amount of time 
you put in, it is 


your sense of calm, 
fearless composure, no 
doubt founded in your 
faith in God. That's a 
welcome relief 
considering all the 
confused, panic-stricken, 
emotional disinformation 
out there. You are in fact a 
man in a state of peace, in 
the face of WW3, and 
that's what makes you 
different. That peace 
clearly enables you to 
actually THINK, a 
capacity in short supply 
today! 


I am grateful that you 
chose to make this 
contribution for all of us. 
As they say, you're a 
gentleman and a scholar! 


I'm honored to be in 
cyber-contact with 
someone who thinks and 
writes with such vision, 
clarity, and wisdom. God 
bless you and your work. - 


invaluable to me and I 
know must be a huge 
sacrifice for you — well, it 
is an incredible privilege 
to benefit from your 
thoughts, passion, 
direction and research. - 
Veronica Williams, 
South Africa 


Discover How Close We 
Are to the Planned World 
War Three 


ThreeWorldWars.com's 
1,000 plus quality pages and 
the free newsletter will 
explain the mess we find 
ourselves in, with 
information such as: 


- An Introduction to 
Conspiratorial History - 
If you want to 
understand how major 
world events in the past 
have happened by 
design and not by 
mistake, this 
introductory article on 
the difference between 


John, San Diego 


Sign Up for the Free 
World War Three 
Newsletter 
... Guaranteed NO Spam 
When Signing Up! 


Subscribing to the World War 
Three e-newsletter will NOT 
result in you receiving any 
Spam. I hate junk email even 
more than you do, so I 
promise not to flood your 
inbox with useless 

email! You'll receive 2 
carefully researched and 
professional emails a month, 
filled with World War Three 
news you can use - not fluff, 
fear and filler. 


Still unsure? See what others 
are saying about Three World 
Wars. 


As a final ethical bribe, if you 
enter your details below I will 
immediately send you a 
FREE must-read bonus report 
called "The Police State 


Conspiratorial History 
and Accidental History 
is a must-read. 


- The New World Order 


Timeline - Perhaps the 
best way to relate a 
brief history of the New 
World Order, would 
be to use the words of 
those who have been 
striving to make it real 
throughout the ages. 
You will be amazed at 
how far back this grand 
plan has extended, and 
how many similarities 
there are in early 
Century 21 compared to 
the 1990's, with two 
Presidents from the 
Bush family in power. 


- Albert Pike's Plan for 


WW3 - Albert Pike 
received a vision, which 
he described in a letter 
that he wrote, dated 
August 15, 1871. This 
letter graphically 
outlined plans for three 
world wars that were 


Roadmap". This 200-page 
book summarizes all the 
major themes of the New 
World Order as they have 
unfolded in the U.K., Europe, 
and America. It's my gift to 
you simply for subscribing 
today, Thursday, May 10, 
2018: 


I respect your email privacy 
and promise to never sell, 
barter, share or rent your 

email address to any 
unauthorized third party. 

Period! By submitting your 

email address you are 
requesting and agreeing to be 
subscribed to my free World 
War Three News Updates, 
from which you may 
unsubscribe as soon as I don't 
meet the high standard you 
deserve. (I tell you how in 
every email.) 


Testimonial 


Events here in London 
have proved you spot on 
with regards to 


seen as necessary to 
bring about the One 
World Order, and we 
can marvel at how 
accurately it has 
predicted events that 
have already taken 
place. 


Many have found the 
information on this site life- 
changing, and their 
understanding of current 
world events has been 
clarified significantly. 


But be warned - you WILL 
be forced to think while 
reading this site. The way 
you look at life might never 
be the same again! 


You can read hundreds of 
testimonials from previous 
visitors who were delighted 
with what they read. And 
some who weren't too 
impressed, like the chap 
below: 


One of Many Negative 


numerology. 


Thank you so much for 
the Police State Roadmap; 
a succinct précis of the 
real deal down here 

now. I spent a whole 
night reading it 

online. Good 

delivery. Stay safe. - 
Serena Martin, London, 
UK 


Testimonial 


It has also been said on 
the Net that the only hope 
for the world is the Net, 
and specifically sites such 
as yours. You were 
specially mentioned... I 
forget where but you have 
influence. - Anthony 
Austin, author of Mother 


Shipton: The Missing 
Prophecies, England, UK. 


Testimonial 


ThreeWorldWars.com 
provides a rational, 


Comments 


1 was reading all the facts 
that you have and i have 
to say its a complete load 
of bull *$#!, i mean its 
good to prep people for a 
major thing like the 3rd 
world war but you could 
do it with more satisfying 
facts.. 1 mean your just 
adding numbers and 
deviding the answers into 
"the devil's address" 
(666) and another thing, 
i've noticed that you only 
have a certain few letters 
on your front page, isn't 
that on its own 
cencorship? I would be 
truely amazed if you 
were to acually put a 
negative responce from a 
visitor to your website on 
your front page.. (sic) - 
Dimitri Rosner, Canada 


See all testimonials, good 


and bad. (They're not on the 
front page because there are 


researched and 
documented, review of 
modern warfare and the 
events that led to the 
armed conflicts in the first 
place. Gone are the 
endless vague references 
to Boogieman style 
Templars in league with 
Satan and little green (or 
grey if you prefer) men 
from Zeta Reticula. What 
is left is a very readable, 
connect-the-dots approach 
connecting the ruling 
elites of the world in a 
web of complicity in the 
armed conflicts of the past 
and present. I highly 
recommend it." 
"Smiley_K', Houston, 
Texas 
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Definition of Conspiratorial History 


The Unseen Hand, An Introduction to the Conspiratorial View 
of History. 


Two Views of History 


There are two fundamental ways to view history. We call one 
the catastrophic or accidental view of history. We call the other 
view the conspiratorial view of history. 


Accidental History 


In the catastrophic or accidental view of history we are led to 
believe that historical events, such as wars and revolutions were 
the direct result of some sudden or surprising event. While the 
catastrophic view is accurate for weather, volcanoes and 


earthquakes, it does not always provide a realistic view of 
humanity and events influenced by man. 


Young, malleable American and other Western minds are sadly 
taught the Accidental view of history in the government school 
systems. This view is reinforced throughout their lives by the 
controlled mass media. As a result, when most discover the 
Conspiratorial View of History, the immediate reaction is shock, 
disbelief and a refusal to accept something other than they've 
been taught to believe. 


Conspiratorial History 


Conspiratorial history studies that part of history that is a 
product of man's planning. In conspiratorial history we are led to 
believe that events, such as wars and revolutions, are the result 
of planned events. While the conspiratorial view is not accurate 
for weather, volcanoes and earthquakes, it is a realistic and 
accurate view of the interrelationship of man and nations. Since 
the planning for most of these events was done in secret, we use 
the term conspiratorial history. That is; this history is the result 
of plans constructed in secret, which by definition is a 
conspiracy. 


Interestingly enough, the Conspiratorial View of History is also 
the Biblical View of History. Try Psalms 2 for starters.* 


We believe that current world events are not simply 
circumstantial, but the result of an organized campaign by an 
elite group of unseen and widely unknown world leaders. Their 
goal is to exercise absolute dictatorial control over the world, to 
establish a New World Order. 


The Cause of War 


Wars start when one nation moves into the territory of another; 
depressions occur when markets take unexpected downturns; 
inflations occur when prices are driven up by shortages; 
revolutions start when the people, always spontaneously, rise up 
to overthrow the existing government. 


These are the traditional explanations of historical events. 
Events happen by accident; there do not seem to be any causes. 


But this explanation of history leaves gnawing questions in the 
minds of serious students. Is it possible that government leaders 
and others planned these events and then orchestrated them to 
their desired conclusions? Is it possible that even the great 
catastrophes of history were part of this plan? 


There is an explanation of historical events that answers these 
questions in the affirmative. It is called the Conspiratorial View 
of History and it is the alternative to the Accidental View, the 
view that is commonly held today. It is possible, therefore, to 
summarize the major events of history into two alternative 
schools of thought: 


The Accidental View of History: 


Historical events occur by accident, for no apparent reason. 
Rulers are powerless to intervene. 


The Conspiratorial View of History: 


Historical events occur by design for reasons that are not 
generally made known to the public, but are well known to those 
in power at the time. 


Franklin D. Roosevelt who certainly saw many monumental 
events occur during his consecutive administrations has been 
quoted as saying: "In politics, nothing happens by accident. If it 
happens, it was planned that way." 


If harmful events are planned, it follows that the people who 
were about to suffer through the scheduled event would act to 
prevent the event from occurring if they knew about it in 
advance. The people expect government to protect them from 
harmful events. 


But if the events still occur after the government officials had 
been expected to prevent them, the government officials have 
failed in their assigned duties. There are only two explanations 
as to why they failed: 


1. The events overwhelmed them, and could not have been 
prevented; or 

2. The events were allowed to occur because the officials 
wanted them to occur. 


It is difficult for the casual observer to believe that World War 1 
and World War 2 could not have been prevented, as humane 
people of conscience do not allow harmful events to occur. 


If a planned and unwanted event is allowed to happen, those 
who planned the event would have to have acted in secret so as 
to prevent discovery of their plans by those who would be 
adversely affected. 


Planners working in secret to plan an event that the people do 
not wish to occur are, by definition, members of a conspiracy. 
Webster's defines conspiracy as a "combination of people, 
working in secret, for an evil or unlawful purpose." 


Not only must the Conspirators work in secret, they must make 
every effort to ensure that their plans are not made public. The 

first task of a conspiracy, then, becomes that of convincing the 

people that the conspiracy itself does not exist. 


This makes the task of uncovering the machinations of the 
conspiracy all the more difficult. 


Conspiracies Exposed 
There are three ways of exposing a Conspiracy: 


1. One is for any of the participants in the conspiracy to break 
with it and to expose his or her involvement. This takes an 
extremely courageous individual, and that type of exposure 
is indeed rare. 

2. The second group of exposers are those who have 
unknowingly participated in a conspiratorial planning of an 
event but who didn't realize it until later. These individuals, 
and there aren't many in the history of the world, have also 
exposed the inner workings of the conspiracy at great peril 
to themselves. 

3. The third method of exposing a conspiracy 1s for 
researchers to uncover conspiratorial designs in the events 
of the past. If you're interested in this field of study I'm sure 


you've come across many such sources who expose 
conspiracies. 


It is our belief that a conspiracy does indeed exist, and that it is 
extremely large, deeply entrenched, and therefore extremely 
powerful. It is working to achieve absolute and brutal rule over 
the entire human race by using wars, depressions, inflations and 
revolutions to further its aims. The Conspiracy's one unchanging 
purpose has been to destroy all religion, all existing 
governments, and all traditional human institutions, and to build 
a New World Order out of the wreckage they have created. 


Notice that if the Conspiracy does exist, it will do everything it 
can to deny the charges of both those who seek to expose it and 
those who claim to have been a part of it. 


"Three hundred men, all of whom know one another, direct the 
economic destiny of Europe and choose their successors from 
among themselves." Walter Rathenau, who in 1909 controlled 
German General Electric. 


"Fifty men have run America and that's a high figure." Joseph 
Kennedy, the father of the late president John Kennedy. 


"There does exist, and has existed for a generation, an 
international Anglophile network which operates, to some extent, 
in the way the radical Right believes the Communists act. In 
Fact, this network, which we may identify as the Round Table 
Groups, has no aversion to cooperating with the Communists, or 
any group, and frequently does so." 


"I know of the operations of this network because I have studied 
it for twenty years and was permitted for two years, in the early 


1960's, to examine its papers and secret records." Dr. Carroll 
Quigley, a professor of History at Georgetown University's 
Foreign Service School, author of Tragedy & Hope. 


What Motivates the Conspiracy? 


The ultimate purpose of this Conspiracy is power. There are 
some who desire this more than even material goods, although 
the two frequently go together. 


"Rose Kennedy (the wife of Joseph Kennedy) knew that the man 
she loved loved a power beyond the power of money. He wanted 
the power of government, and he would have it." Pearl Buck 
author of The Kennedy Women. 


The Conspiracy, then, needs conspirators, and it is logical to ask 
why illustrious men of wealth and fortune would join such an 
enterprise. 


"The answer is quite the reverse of the question: These men 
(involved with the Conspiracy) became illustrious primarily 
because they were part of the Conspiracy." Blair Coan, author 
of The Red Web. 


So those involved do not become rich and/or illustrious and then 
join the Conspiracy; they become rich and illustrious because 
they are members of the Conspiracy. 


But what is their motive? What prompts men to seek wealth and 
position? 


"When a person has all the money he needs, his goal becomes 
power." Former Congressman John Schmitz. 


"There are two passions which have a powerful influence on the 
affairs of men. These are ... love of power and love of money... 
When united... they have the most violent effects." Benjamin 
Franklin 


However, power itself has a corrupting influence on those who 
seek it. In an oft-quoted truth. Lord Acton explained power thus: 
"Power corrupts; absolute power corrupts absolutely." 


Those who seek power will be corrupted by it. They will be 
willing to intentionally cause depressions, revolutions, and wars 
in order to further their desire for more power. This corrupting 
nature of the very pursuit of power explains why the moral mind 
of the individual who neither desires power over others nor 
understands the desire for such power cannot fathom why 
power-seekers would want to create human misery through wars, 
depressions, and revolutions. 


In other words, the conspirators are successful because the moral 
citizen (you and I) cannot accept the conclusion that other 
individuals would actually wish to create incredibly destructive 
acts against their fellow citizens. 


Another power seeker, the Russian anarchist Bakunin, explained 
that this process of corruption even affected those dedicated to 
freedom who were given power to protect the powerless. He 
wrote that "... the possession of power transformed into a tyrant 
even the most devoted friend of liberty." 


"Power is the end. What other delight is there but to enjoy the 
sheer sense of control? Let me see any other motive in the 
people who command." Richard J. Whalen, author of The 
Founding Father, speaking of Joseph Kennedy. 


So the motive of the Conspirators has been identified: It is 
Power! 


With thanks to Ralph Epperson, author of The Unseen Hand, An 
Introduction to the Conspiratorial View of History. 


*Psalm 2 
1 Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? 


2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather 
together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 


3 "Let us break their chains," they say, "and throw off their 
fetters." 
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Recent Significant Events Compared to 
WWII 
Does History Repeat? 


“Those who do not learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it." American philosopher 
George Santayana. 


From 1933-1939, Hitler steadily, gradually, 
changed law after law, rule after rule, and 
definition after definition, so he could impose 
his internal dictatorship; however, he took such 
tiny steps over this period of time that he did 
not raise the ire of his opposition. Only after he 
had legalized every act he wanted to carry out 
did he begin his world war and his internal 
genocide. 


Our leaders are following exactly the same 
script today. They are carefully setting every 
paperwork change in place while taking care to 
not enact any of these new powers now, thus 
lulling most citizens to sleep, thinking these 
new powers will never be enacted. 


Let's review the similarities between the lead 
up to World War 2 and current world events, so 
that we don't repeat the mistakes of the past. 


Table Comparing World War 2 and 
World War 3 


A Dutch During the weeks prior 
Communist to September 11, 
named Marinus 2001, Muslim terrorists 
van der Lubbe, a_ | made it known that 
petty criminal and | they were going to hit 
arsonist who notable landmarks in 
hated the Nazis, America. These boasts 
was overheard surfaced on the 
bragging about Internet, much the 
intending to set Same as van der 

the Reichstag on Lubbe's bragging in the 
fire, while having | Berlin beer hall. 

a beer ina 

pub. Nazi officials 

got to hear of the 

plot, and evidence 

suggests that 

plans were set in 

motion to use van 

der Lubbe as the 

Scapegoat for a 

national tragedy. 


February 27, 
1933 


The German 
Parliament 
(Reichstag) burns 
down. A dazed 
van der Lubbe is 
found at the 
scene and 
charged with 
arson. [He is later 
found guilty and 
executed ]. 


Historians do not 
agree on who is 
actually 
responsible for 
the Reichstag 
Fire: van der 
Lubbe acting 
alone -- a 
Communist plot -- 
or the Nazis 
themselves in 
order to create an 
incident. Writers 
such as Klaus P. 


September 11, 2001 


The WTC and Pentagon 
are supposedly 
attacked by terrorists, 
as the world watches in 
dumbstruck awe. 


With the benefit of 
some historical 
perspective, we can 
now see quite clearly 
that war was launched, 
first in Afghanistan and 
later in Irag, with the 
attacks of 911 given as 
the justification. 
Speaking about recent 
American casualties in 
Irag, President Bush 
stated on Nov. 4, 
2003: "We are at war, 
and it is essential that 
the people of America 
not forget the lessons 
of September 11, 
2001." This in spite of 
the fact that no 
credible evidence has 


Fischer feel that 
most likely the 
Nazis were 
involved. 


But regardless of 
who actually 
planned and 
executed the fire, 
it is clear that the 
Nazis immediately 
took advantage of 
the situation in 
order to advance 
their cause at the 
expense of civil 
rights. The Decree 
enabled the Nazis 
to ruthlessly 
suppress 
opposition in the 
upcoming 
election. 


After the war, 
evidence led 
historians to 
concur that the 
Reichstag fire that 


emerged linking 911 to 
Iraq. So another 
parallel to the 
Reichstag Fire: a 
campaign to scapegoat 
an entire population (in 
this case, Middle 
Eastern Islamics) for 
the purported actions 
of a few, and along 
with that, an 
aggressive campaign of 
warfare. 


Another clear parallel is 
that there has been a 
cover-up, or at least a 
remarkable lack of 
interest by the 
authorities and the 
mainstream media in 
following-up the 
anomalies of 9-11. 
Consider, for example, 
the many 


questions being posed 
to President Bush by 


the Family Steering 
Committee for the 9/11 


the Nazis used so_ | Independent 
successfully to Commission. 
gain political 
power was, in 
fact, planned by 
the Nazis 
themselves for 
that end. 
Although there is 
no consensus, a 
book published in 
Germany in 2001 
that re-examined 
all the court 
evidence (Der 
Reichstagbrand - 
Wie Geschichte 
gemacht wird: 
The Reichstag Fire 
- How History is 
Created), makes a 
clear and 
convincing case 
that the Nazis 
themselves aided 
and abetted Van 
der Lubbe's 
torching of the 


Reichstag. 


When the When two aircraft flew 
Reichstag burned | into and destroyed the 
down, most World Trade Center on 
Germans simply 9/11, most Americans 
refused to believe | simply refused to 
suggestions that believe suggestions 
the fire had been | that the destruction 
staged by Hitler had been staged by 
himself. They Bush himself (or that 
were afraid to. he might have been 
But so trapped aware of the attack 
were the Germans | before it happened). 
by their belief in They were afraid to. 
their own bravery | But so trapped were 
that they willed the Americans by their 
themselves to be_ | belief in their own 

blind to the bravery that they willed 
evidence before themselves to be blind 
their eyes, so that | to the evidence before 
they could nod in | their eyes, so that they 
agreement with could nod in agreement 
Der Fuhrer while | with The President 

still imagining while still imagining 
themselves to themselves to have 
have courage, courage, even as they 
even as they avoided the one 
avoided the one situation which most 


situation which 
most required real 
courage; to stand 
up to Hitler's lies 
and deceptions. 


Source: Rise of 
the Fourth Reich 


"The size of the 
lie is a definite 
factor in causing it 
to be believed, for 
the vast masses 
of the nation are 
in the depths of 
their hearts more 
easily deceived 
than they are 
consciously and 
intentionally bad. 
The primitive 
simplicity of their 
minds renders 
them a more easy 
prey to a big lie 
than a small one, 
for they 
themselves often 


required real courage; 
to stand up to Bush's 
lies and deceptions. 


There are countless 
websites and 
documentaries which 
have carefully exposed 
the 911 

conspiracy. The 
bottom line is this: the 
Bush military-industrial 
complex carried the 
attacks out as a pretext 
for control. Anyone 
who doubts this just 
hasn't looked at the 
mountains of hard 
evidence. 


tell little lies but 
would be 
ashamed to tell a 
big one." Adolph 
Hitler 


February 28, 
1933 


This incident 
prompted Hitler 
[then Germany's 
chancellor] to 
convince [German 
President Paul 
von] Hindenburg 
to issue a Decree 
for the Protection 
of People and 
State that granted 
Nazis sweeping 
power to deal with 
the so-called 
emergency. 


In the Rise and 
Fall of the Third 
Reich, William L 
Shirer, records 


November 2001 


The text of the US 
legislation abrogating 
constitutionally 
guaranteed civil rights 
(Homeland Security 
Act) had already been 
prepared prior to the 
time of the WTC and 
Pentagon attacks. 
Unprecedented, the 
laws were enacted less 
than a month after 
September 11, without 
significant opposition or 
debate. 


Capitol Hill legislators 
barely bothered to read 
the bills they approved 
(possibly because they 
were threatened Dick 


the acceleration of | Cheney that if 


Hitler's control in 
the aftermath of 
the Reichstag fire. 
"On the day 
following the fire, 
February 28, he 
[Hitler] prevailed 
on President 
Hindenburg to 
sign a decree ‘for 
the Protection of 
the People and 
the State' 
suspending the 
seven sections of 
the constitution 
which guaranteed 
individual and civil 
liberties ... the 
decree laid down 
that: 


"Restrictions on 
personal liberty, 
on the right of 
free expression of 
opinion, including 
freedom of the 


Congress didn't 
approve the bill they 
would be blamed for 
the next terrorist 
attack). As a result, as 
if by flipping a switch, 
anyone suspected of 
terrorism in America is 
now presumed guilty 
until proven innocent. 
The authorities are free 
to accuse anybody of 
being or supporting a 
terrorist. 


The following excerpts 
are remarks made by 
George W. Bush, in 
November 2002 at the 
signing of the 
Homeland Security Act. 


"Dozens of agencies 
charged with homeland 
security will now be 
located within one 
Cabinet department 
with the mandate and 


press; on the 
rights of assembly 
and association; 
and violations of 
the privacy of 
postal, telegraphic 
and telephone 
communications; 
and warrants for 
house searches, 
orders for 
confiscation as 
well as 
restrictions on 
property, are also 
permissible 
beyond the legal 
limits otherwise 
prescribed. " 


On March 2, Hitler 
was aSked by a 
correspondent of 
the Daily Express 
whether the 
Suspension of 
liberties was 
permanent. He 
answered in the 


legal authority to 
protect our people... 
The new department 
will bring together the 
agencies responsible 
for border, coastline, 
and transportation 
security... And I'm 
grateful that the 
Congress listened to 
my concerns and 
retained the authority 
of the President to put 
the right people in the 
right place at the right 
time in the defense of 
our country." 


Emboldened by their 
success in forcing the 
Homeland Security Act 
through Congress, 
Bush and Cheney 
started drafting Patriot 
Act II, which is a mirror 
image of powers that 
Julius Caesar and Adolf 


negative saying 
that full rights 
would be restored 
as soon as the 
Communist 
danger was over. 


The reality was 
that the decree of 
February 28th 
established what 
would become the 
normal order of 
things under 
National Socialism 
- arrest on 
Suspicion, 
imprisonment 
without trial, the 
horrors of the 
concentration 
camps. This 
condition would 
persist until the 
end of the Third 
Reich. 


Immediately after 
its promulgation 


Hitler gave themselves. 
Whereas the First 
Patriot Act only gutted 
the First, Third, Fourth 
and Fifth Amendments, 
and seriously damaged 
the Seventh and the 
Tenth, the Second 
Patriot Act reorganizes 
the entire Federal 
government as well as 
many areas of state 
government under the 
dictatorial control of 
the Justice 
Department, the Office 
of Homeland Security 
and the FEMA 
NORTHCOM military 
command. The 
Domestic Security 
Enhancement Act 2003, 
also known as Patriot 
Act II is by its very 
structure the definition 
of dictatorship. 


You are encouraged to 


the decree was 
turned against the 
real and fancied 
enemies of the 
Nazi Party. In the 
last weeks of the 
election campaign 
the Marxist press 
was silenced. The 
Social Democrats 
found it 
impossible to 
campaign 
effectively and 
even respected 
Center party 
politicians like 
former Reich 
Chancellor 
Heinrich Bruning 
had their 
meetings broken 
up by brown- 
shirted SA thugs. 
Despite this the 
Nazi Party fell far 
short of the two 
thirds majority 


study the new Patriot 
Act and to compare it 
to the Constitution, Bill 
of Rights and 
Declaration of 
Independence. Ninety 
percent of the act has 
nothing to do with 
terrorism and is instead 
a giant Federal power- 
grab with tentacles 
reaching into every 
facet of society. It 
strips American citizens 
of all of their rights and 
grants the government 
and its private agents 
total immunity. 


And it's NOT a 
temporary 

measure. Bush, in his 
State of the Union 
address on January 
20th, 2004 stated the 
following: 


Key provisions of the 
Patriot Act are set to 


needed to change 
the constitution. 


Hitler now showed 
his contempt for 
the rule of law by 
turning the decree 
of February 28th 
against those 
states where 
significant 
opposition still 
existed. Using the 
argument that 
local authorities 
were unable to 
maintain order, 
which was in the 
main being 
disrupted by 
drunken 
brownshirts and 
SS members, the 
government 
replaced the 
legally constituted 
governments of 
Wurttemburg, 
Baden, Bremen, 


expire next year. The 
terrorist threat will not 
expire on that 
schedule. Our law 
enforcement needs this 
vital legislation to 
protect our citizens. 
You need to renew the 
Patriot Act. (Applause. ) 


We'll see who applauds 
when America 
overnight becomes a 
mirror image of Nazi 
Germany. See 
anexpose of what 
Patriot Act II means to 
the average American. 


Hamburg, Lubeck, 
Saxony, Hessen 
and Bavaria. 


Source: worldat 
war.net 


March 5, 1933 


National elections 
give Nazis 44% 
plurality in the 
Reichstag. 
Herman Goring 
[who later played 


a central role in 
the Nazi 
government and 
war effort] 
declares that 
there is no further 
need for State 
governments. 


Over the next few 
weeks, each of 
the lawful Weimar 
State 
governments falls 
to the same 


November 2004 


With US elections 
coming up in November 
2004, and the main 
contenders all being 
members ofSkull & 
Bones, it's hard to tell 
what the results might 
be. But with Patriot 
Act II firmly in place, 
there's no doubt that 
martial law will be 
implemented some 
time after elections, 
provided the right 
‘crisis’ is engineered, 
and it will be. 


In his one hour 
interview recently 

on Meet The 

Press, President Bush 


ruse: 

- Local Nazi 
organizations 
instigate 
disorder; 

- The disorder is 
quelled by 
replacing the 
elected state 
government by 
appointed Nazi 
Reich 
Commissioners. 


repeatedly said he's 

a War President - and 
in so doing nailed his 
political colours to the 
mast in preparation for 
the campaign for his 
attempted re-election. 
He is trying to make 
this campaign into a 
head-to-head contest 
as to who can be the 
"best" warlord for the 
United States, himself 
or the Democratic 
candidate, now looking 
increasingly likely to be 
Senator Kerry. If the 
party which calls itself 
the political opposition 
in the US falls for this 
gambit and tries to 
compete on this 
ground, then the 
American people will be 
faced with even less 
choice than they have 
become accustomed to 
in recent elections. 


March 23, 1933 


The Reichstag 
passes the Law 
for Terminating 
the Suffering of 
People and 
Nation, also 
known as 

the Enabling Act, 
essentially 
granting Adolph 
Hitler dictatorial 
power, free from 
any restraint from 
his cabinet or the 
aged President 
Hindenburg and 
free to mold 
Germany into the 
nightmare state of 


They can choose 
between war - or WAR. 


Bush in 30 Seconds 
Finalists (excellent TV 
commercials for the 
upcoming elections). 


December 13, 2003 


With the general public 
fixated on the capture 
of Saddam, President 
Bush quietly signed 
into law the most 
dictatorial act in 
American history, HR 
2417, commonly 
referred to as Patriot 
Act II. Bush now has 
the dictatorial power of 
Hitler, Stalin, and Mao 
Tse-Tung. 


See Enactment by 
Stealth 


his darkest 
dreams. 


With Adolf Following the 9-11 
Hitler ‘s attacks, President 
ascendancy to the | Bush declared war on 
chancellorship, terrorism. His battle cry 
the Nazi Party "If you're not with us, 
quickly you're against us" is a 
consolidated its round statement by a 
power. Hitler world-class bully, much 
managed to like the accusations of 
maintain a treason Hitler liked to 
posture of legality | level at countries that 
throughout the attempted to preserve 
Nazification their independence 
process. before the onslaught of 
the supposedly 
invincible German war 
machine. 


Hitler proceeded 
to rearm Germany 
and attack his 
neighbors on Whether by chance or 
trumped-up design, George W. 
charges of Bush is the most 
jeopardizing powerful American 
German interests | president in modern 
and mistreating history. Not only does 
German he have both houses of 
minorities. Congress beholden to 


Germany became 
the bully of the 
decade and 
started the 
Second World 
War. 


Domestically, 
during the next 
six years, Hitler 
completely 
transformed 
Germany into a 
police state. 


Hitler came to 
power in 1933, 
but the killing of 
Jews (and others) 
didn't begin until 
five years later, in 
1938, with the 
historic 
Kristallnacht 
("Night of Broken 
Glass") on Nov. 9. 
On that day, 
"nearly 1,000 
synagogues were 


him, but the majority 
of the Supreme Court 
acts like a quintet of 

Bush lapdogs. And it 
all appears legal. 


We haven't yet seen 
anything like the 
widespread killing in 
Nazi Germany, nor 
does there appear to 
be anything like it on 
the horizon, yet one 
must wonder about the 
hundreds shut away in 
Guantanamo Bay and 
in other lockups in the 
United States and 
throughout the 

world. At some point, 


set on fire and 76 
were destroyed. 
More than 7,000 
Jewish businesses 
and homes were 
looted, about 100 
Jews were killed, 
and as many as 
30,000 Jews were 
arrested and sent 
to concentration 
camps to be 
tormented ...." 


In the early 


1940's, 
inhabitants of 
occupied Europe, 
feared the jack- 
booted storm 
troopers who 
guarded 
checkpoints and 
borders. In 
guttural German, 
the spoken 
command, "show 
me your papers," 
struck fear in the 


when the next 
dictatorship is fully in 
place, the killing will 
begin. 


Ordered by Congress 
after the 9/11 attacks, 
a new computer 
system; CAPPS II - 
Computer Assisted 
Passenger Pre- 
Screening System, will 
check existing 
databases and compile 
a dossier on each 
prospective airline 
passenger. Bank 
records, credit reports, 
speeding tickets, and 
other such files, will be 


hearts of those 
hearing the 
words. Has the 
historical 
understanding of 
those times been 
so obliterated 
from the minds of 
the American 
people they fail to 
realize that now, 
through airport 
identity checks, it 
is happening 
again? 


In the early years 
of the Third Reich, 
Adolph Hitler 
beguiled the world 
and his fellow 
Germans with his 
Christian 

rhetoric. Article 
24 of the [Nazi] 
party program 
had demanded 
‘liberty for all 
religious 


scrutinized, and the 
resulting information 
will be used to assign 
each traveler a threat 
level: Green, Amber or 
Red. 


See CAPPS-II 
Exposed. 


The March 13, 

2003 Newsweek cover 
story, Bush and God, 
portrays George W. 
Bush as the most Godly 
man to ever sit in the 
White House. The 
article reveals the 
duplicity of the 
Christian church as it 
states, "Bible-believing 
Christians are Bush's 
strongest backers... 


denominations in 


the State so far as 


they are nota 
danger to... the 


moral feelings of 
the German race. 
The party stands 
for positive 
Christianity. ' 


Hitler 

was TIME Magazi 
ne's Man Of The 
Year for 1938. 


Looking Back: 
Weimar Hyper- 
Inflation 


After the end of 
WWI, the Weimar 
Republic 


they are, by far, the 
strongest supporters of 
a war - unilateral if 
need be - to remove 
Saddam." 


Christian ministers are 
also praising Bush from 
the pulpit and feeding 
the flock a bowl of 
deception that would 
make Satan gloat. 


GW Bush 

was TIME Magazine's 
Person of the Year for 
2000. 


Top 11 Reasons Bush 
Made Person of the 


Year. 


Looking Ahead: 
American Hyper- 
Inflation 


Here are the economic 
facts being ignored 
today: 


(Germany) stood 
bankrupt. At 
Versailles, the 
victors made sure 
that Germany 
would stay 
bankrupt. Inside 
Germany, a new 
government had 
taken over. In 
order to gain 
political power, it 
had made 
promises which (if 
paid for through 
taxes) would have 
crippled the 
Germans. 
Instead, the new 
government sent 
a heap of new 
bonds over to the 
Central Bank 
which printed all 
the money 
required. That 
internal monetary 
infusion caused 


From December 31, 
2000 to December 31, 
2003, total US 
outstanding debts rose 
from $US 28.80 
TRILLION to $US 36.85 
TRILLION. That is an 
increase of more than 
$US 8 TRILLION, or 
28%, over just three 
years. 


This is an illustration of 
the true nature of a 
credit expansion. 


The US Debt Mountain: 
This massive overhang 
of debts leans directly 
against a US economy 
with a supposed GDP 
which was last reported 
at about $US 11 
TRILLION. That gives 
the US a national debt 
gearing of 335%. As an 
historical comparison, 
the massive US credit 


internal German 
prices to climb 
after a short time 
lapse and, 
suddenly, there 
were a lot of 
Germans and 
German 
businesses which 
Saw their costs go 
up. Then, the 
German 
economic/financial 
"authorities" 
made a very 
simple economic 
calculation. They 
figured that their 
internal prices 
had climbed 20- 
30%. That being 
the case, there 
was about 20- 
30% more money 
required so people 
and businesses 
could meet their 
now higher costs. 


expansion of 1921- 
1929 (which was NOT 
accompanied by 
government deficits) 
managed to bring the 
US national debt 
gearing up to 260% of 
US GDP. The figures as 
of the end of 2003 are 
much worse, and these 
figures are compiled by 
monetary "authorities" 
who have had decades 
of experience of putting 
the best possible "spin" 
on the situation. On top 
of this, the US now has 
SUS 44 TRILLION in 
unfunded political 
liabilities - in 1929 the 
unfunded liabilities of 
the US government 
stood at precisely $US 
0.00. Adding those 
additional debts to the 
pile takes present US 
debts (funded and un- 
funded) up to $US 


They proceeded 
to print it. 


The German 
currency broke 
drastically on the 
then foreign 
exchange markets 
and import prices 
soared. Suddenly, 
there was not 
enough money 
around to pay 
these now higher 
import prices. So 
the "authorities" 
did the same 
thing again. They 
printed new 
additional 
amounts of fresh 
currency so that 
there would be 
enough money 
around to pay for 
imports. So it 
went, internal and 
external prices 


80.85 TRILLION - more 
than seven times the 
size of present US GDP. 


Convinced yet that 
hyper-inflation is just 
around the corner? 


Today, there is NO 
possibility to act as an 
intelligent and 
knowledgeable German 
acted back between 
1920-23. That German 
could have simply sold 
out of all German 
financial instruments 
and bought Gold 
backed and 
REDEEMABLE foreign 
currency to avoid the 
then German monetary 
debacle. Today, that 
cannot be done. There 
is no such money or 
currency to be found, 
anywhere in the world. 
In effect, in global 
terms, we are ALL now 


climbed ever 
faster and all 
along the route to 
a full-scale 
monetary collapse 
the "authorities" 
printed ever 
faster to try to 
create enough 
money to catch 
up to prices which 
were now 
climbing even 
faster than they 
could print. The 
Sad end came 
after three years. 
Germany stood 
ruined - its money 
totally destroyed. 


You've heard it 
said that at the 
height of the 
Weimar hyper- 
inflation a 
wheelbarrow full 
of money would 
not even buy a 


living inside a version 
of the Weimar 
Republic. The reason 
for this is that the US 
Dollar is the 
underpinning as 
"reserves: (instead of 
Gold) for ALL the rest 
of the world's monetary 
systems. 


Wherever in the world 
you are reading this, 
the situation is, in 
principle, the same. 
You are standing inside 
your own national 
monetary system with 
no superior monetary 
system to escape to. 
That means that 
wherever you are, you 
have to consider doing 
at least a partial 
"Weimar German 
escape” routine. 


You cannot do what 
some of the Weimar 


newspaper. 


But how about 
these true 
examples: 


"My father was a 
lawyer,’ says 
Walter Levy, an 
internationally 
known German- 
born oil 
consultant in New 
York, "and he had 
taken out an 
insurance policy in 
1903, and every 
month he had 
made the 
payments 
faithfully. It was a 
20-year policy, 
and when it came 
due, he cashed it 
in and bought a 
single loaf of 
bread." 


The Berlin 


Germans did. Today, 
that's impossible, 
because there is no 
place on earth where 
you can even find a 
classical Gold standard 
monetary system 
where Gold coinage is 
circulating as a matter 
of everyday normality. 
Nor can you find a 
REAL currency - 
anywhere. They are all 
just printed pieces of 
fiat paper. But what 
you CAN do - in purely 
monetary and currency 
terms - is to choose to 
hold 10- 20% of your 
monetary wealth in 
Gold coinage. That is 
your own safety 
anchor. 


And ruthlessly 
eliminate all debt. To 
be out of debt today is 
the closest one can 
come to individual 


publisher Leopold | economic freedom. 
Ullstein wrote that 

an American German Hyper- 
visitor tipped their | £nflation 

cook one dollar. 

The family 

convened, and it 

was decided that 

a trust fund 

Should be set up 

in a Berlin bank 

with the cook as 

beneficiary, the 

bank to 

administer and 

invest the dollar. 


It did not take 
much time for 
more 
knowledgeable 
Germans to 
exchange their 
imploding money 
for physical 
goods, which 
could be used for 
barter. Historians 
even record non- 


musical families 
buying pianos to 
be resold later at 
a profit. The truly 
astute converted 
their currency into 
Gold standard 
money: Dutch 
Guilders, Swiss 
Francs, French 
Francs, Danish 
Kroners, British 
Pounds, or US 
Dollars. These 
Germans were a 
tiny minority, but 
by placing their 
money outside 
Germany, they 
saved themselves 
economically and 
financially. 
Economic ruin 
was the order of 
the day for other 
Germans with 
their savings, 
their life 


insurance and 
their bonds 
destroyed, for the 
simple economic 
reason that these 
were all 
denominated in 
the currency 
which was being 
destroyed. 


Table Showing Differences Between 
Bush & Hitler 


(just for fun) 


Adolf Hitler George W Bush 


Unemployment | Under Bush, the 
American 

When Hitler took unemployment rate 

office in early has skyrocketed 

1933, there were | snd layoffs continue 

over 6 million to mount. The U.S. 

Germans out of economy has lost 


work; in 1935, 2.4 million jobs 
that number was since February 


already well under 


3 million, 
dropping to under 
1 million by the 
end of 1936. 


Hitler built the 
autobahn, almost 
inventing the 
concept of high 
speed road 
travel. A 23- 


2001. Many of those 
were manufacturing 
jobs, which have 
moved offshore to 
countries where 
labor costs are 
cheaper. Consulting 
firm Forrester 
Research has 
predicted that, in 
the next 15 years, 
3.3 million U.S. 
service industry 
jobs and $136 
billion in wages will 
move offshore to 
countries such as 
India, Russia, China 
and the Philippines. 


Source: money.cn 
n.com 


George W. Bush has 
not created 
anything which 
remotely had the 
economic impact of 
the autobahns. In 


kilometer (14- 
mile) expressway 
between Frankfurt 
and Darmstadt, 
which opened on 
May 19, 1935, 
was the first 
section completed 
under Hitler. By 
December 1941, 
when wartime 
needs brought 
construction to a 
halt, Germany had 
completed 3,864 
kilometres (2,400 
miles), with 
another 2,496 
kilometres (1,550 
miles) under 
construction. The 
autobahns played 
a key role in the 
blitzkrieg 
(“lightning war"), 
which involved 
massive 
coordinated air 


addition, Amtrak 
and America's 
airlines are 
bankrupt, putting 
transportation into 
its worst crisis in 
history. 


It seems the Bush 
administration are 
more interested in 
building railways in 
far off nations than 
maintaining their 
own. See Iraq's 


Railways and 
Amtrak. 


and ground 
attacks to stun 
opponents. 


President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower 
based his grand 
plans on a high 
system for 
America on his 
observations of 
the German 
autobahn network 
of freeways. 


Source: The Man 


Who Changed 
America 


Hitler was a Bush rose to power 
completely self- through the guiding 
made man. He hand of his father 
came out of and his father's oil 
poverty and rose _| friends. 

to the top with no 

help from his 

father. 


Hitler was the first | Bush's unilateralism 
to unify Europe has split the 


under a common 
currency and 
single foreign 
policy, inspiring 
the European 
Union of today. 


Hitler was a 
captivating 
speaker, inspiring 
throngs of 
Germans to lift 
their right arms at 
a 45-degree 
angle. 


international 
coalition, causing at 
least 4 nations 
(Canada, France, 
Germany, Russia) 
to vociferously 
oppose his war 
plans. 


Bush has difficulty 
remembering words 
and certain 
syllables, causing 
American 
intellectuals to 
Shudder at his 
frequent gaffes. 


There are numerous excellent articles 
comparing the rise of the Nazi party 
in the 1930's and the current state of 
world affairs. Want to read 

more? Try these Google searches: 


- wtc+reichstag 


- 911+reichstag 
- busht+hitler 


- america+tnazi+germany 


If you found this article interesting and 
want access to other carefully 
researched and well written articles, you 


might want to see what others are 
saying about the 
ThreeWorldWars newsletter. 


See Also: 
The True Cause of World War I 
The True Cause of World War II 


Top of Page 


Home | Contact | FAQ's | Map | Privacy | Copyrigh 
t © 2012 and beyond, ThreeWorldWars.com. All 
Rights Reserved Everywhere. 

Last Update: Thursday February 02, 2012 


THREEWORLDWARS 


- ABOUT 


New World Order Definition 
Introduction 


The following article is extracted from an excellent analysis of 
the New World Order by author Ken Adachi which can be 


found at educate-yourself.org. 


The term New World Order (NWO) has been used by 
numerous politicians through the ages, and is a generic term 
used to refer to a worldwide conspiracy being orchestrated by an 
extremely powerful and influential group of genetically-related 
individuals (at least at the highest echelons) which include many 
of the world's wealthiest people, top political leaders, and 
corporate elite, as well as members of the so-called Black 
Nobility of Europe (dominated by the British Crown) whose 
goal is to create a One World (fascist) Government, stripped 
of nationalistic and regional boundaries, that is obedient to their 
agenda. 


Listen to globalist banker, Paul Warburg: 


We will have a world government whether you like it or not. 
The only question is whether that government will be achieved 
by conquest or consent. (February 17, 1950, as he testified 
before the US Senate). 


Their intention is to effect complete and total control over 
every human being on the planet and to dramatically reduce the 
world's population by two thirds. While the name New World 
Order is the term most frequently used today to loosely refer to 
anyone involved in this conspiracy, the study of exactly who 
makes up this group is a complex and intricate one. For further 
research sources, please see the side bar on the left. 


In 1992, Dr John Coleman published Conspirators Hierarchy: 
The Story of the Committee of 300. With laudable scholarship 
and meticulous research, Dr Coleman identifies the players and 
carefully details the New World Order agenda of worldwide 
domination and control. On page 161 of the Conspirators 
Hierarchy, Dr Coleman accurately summarizes the intent and 
purpose of the Committee of 300 as follows: 


A One World Government and one-unit monetary system, under 
permanent non-elected hereditary oligarchists who self-select 
from among their numbers in the form of a feudal system as it 
was in the Middle Ages. In this One World entity, population 
will be limited by restrictions on the number of children per 
family, diseases, wars, famines, until 1 billion people who are 
useful to the ruling class, in areas which will be strictly and 
clearly defined, remain as the total world population. 


There will be no middle class, only rulers and the servants. All 
laws will be uniform under a legal system of world courts 
practicing the same unified code of laws, backed up by a One 
World Government police force and a One World unified 
military to enforce laws in all former countries where no 
national boundaries shall exist. The system will be on the basis 
of a welfare state; those who are obedient and subservient to the 
One World Government will be rewarded with the means to live; 
those who are rebellious will simply be starved to death or be 
declared outlaws, thus a target for anyone who wishes to kill 
them. Privately owned firearms or weapons of any kind will be 
prohibited." 


Why the Conspiracy is Unknown 


The sheer magnitude and complex web of deceit surrounding the 
individuals and organizations involved in this conspiracy is 
mind boggling, even for the most astute among us. Most people 
react with disbelief and skepticism towards the topic, unaware 
that they have been conditioned (brainwashed) to react with 
skepticism by institutional and media influences. Author and de- 
programmer Fritz Springmeier (The Top 13 Illuminati 
Bloodlines) says that most people have built in "slides" that 
short circuit the mind's critical examination process when it 
comes to certain sensitive topics. "Slides", Springmeier reports, 
is a CJA term for a conditioned type of response which dead 
ends a person's thinking and terminates debate or examination of 
the topic at hand. For example, the mention of the word 
"conspiracy" often solicits a slide response with many people. 


What most people believe to be "Public Opinion" is in reality 
carefully crafted and scripted propaganda designed to elicit a 


desired behavioral response from the public. Public opinion 
polls are really taken with the intent of gauging the public's 
acceptance of the New World Order's planned programs. A 
strong showing in the polls tells them that the programming is 
"taking", while a poor showing tells the NWO manipulators that 
they have to recast or "tweak" the programming until the desired 
response is achieved. 


The NWO Modus Operandi 


The NWO global conspirators manifest their agenda through the 
skilful manipulation of human emotions, especially fear. In the 
past centuries, they have repeatedly utilized a contrivance that 
NWO researcher and author David Icke has characterized in his 
latest book, The Biggest Secret, as Problem, Reaction, and 
Solution. 


The technique is as follows: NWO strategists create the 
Problem - by funding, assembling, and training an "opposition" 
group to stimulate turmoil in an established political power 
(sovereign country, region, continent, etc.) that they wish to 
impinge upon and thus create opposing factions in a conflict that 
the NWO themselves maneuvered into existence. In recent 
decades, so called opposition groups are usually identified in the 
media as 'freedom fighters' or 'liberators'. 


At the same time, the leader of the established political power 
where the conflict is being orchestrated is demonized and, on 
cue, referred to as 'another Hitler' (take your pick: Saddam 


Hussein, Milosevic, Kadaffi, etc.). The 'freedom fighters' are not 
infrequently assembled from a local criminal element (i.e. KLA, 
drug traffickers). In the spirit of true Machiavellian deceit, the 
same NWO strategists are equally involved in covertly arming 
and advising the leader of the established power as well (the 
NWO always profits from any armed conflict by loaning money, 
arming, and supplying all parties involved in a war). 


The conflict is drawn to the world stage by the controlled media 
outlets with a barrage of photos and video tape reports of 
horrific and bloody atrocities suffered by innocent civilians. The 
cry goes up "Something has to be done!" And that is the desired 
Reaction. 


The NWO puppeteers then provide the Solution by sending in 
UN ‘Peace Keepers' (Bosnia) or a UN 'Coalition Force! (Gulf 
War) or NATO Bombers and then ground troops (Kosovo), or 
the military to 'search for Weapons of Mass Destruction’, which 
of course are never found. Once installed, the 'peace keepers' 
never leave. The idea is to have NWO controlled ground troops 
in all major countries or strategic areas where significant 
resistance to the New World Order takeover is likely to be 
encountered. 


Who is the NWO? 


The corporate portion of the NWO is dominated by 
international bankers, oil barons and pharmaceutical cartels, 
as well as other major multinational corporations. The Royal 
Family of England, namely Queen Elizabeth II and the House 
of Windsor, (who are, in fact, descendants of the German arm of 
European Royalty - the Saxe-Coburg-Gotha family - changed 


the name to Windsor in 1914), are high level players in the 
oligarchy which controls the upper strata of the NWO. The 
decision making nerve centers of this effort are in London 
(especially the City of London), Basel Switzerland, and 
Brussels (NATO headquarters). 


The United Nations, along with all the agencies working under 
the UN umbrella, such as the World Health Organization 
(WHO), are full time players in this scheme. Similarly, NATO 
is a military tool of the NWO. 


The leaders of all major industrial countries like the United 
States, England, Germany, Italy, Australia, New Zealand, etc. 
(members of the "G7/G8" ) are active and fully cooperative 
participants in this conspiracy. In this century, the degree of 
control exerted by the NWO has advanced to the point that only 
certain hand-picked individuals, who are groomed and selected 
are even eligible to become the prime minister or president of 
countries like England, Germany, or The United States. It didn't 
matter whether Bill Clinton or Bob Dole won the Presidency in 
1996, the results would have been the same. Both men are 
playing on the same team for the same ball club. Anyone who 
isn't a team player is taken out: i.e. President Kennedy, Ali 
Bhutto (Pakistan) and Aldo Moro (Italy). More recently, 
Admiral Borda and William Colby were also killed because they 
were either unwilling to go along with the conspiracy to destroy 
America, weren't cooperating in some capacity, or were 
attempting to expose/ thwart the takeover agenda. 


The NWO's Role in Shaping History 


Most of the major wars, political upheavals, and economic 
depression/recessions of the past 100 years (and earlier) were 
carefully planned and instigated by the machinations of these 
elites. They include The Spanish-American War (1898), World 
War I and World War II; The Great Depression; the Bolshevik 
Revolution of 1917; the Rise of Nazi Germany; the Korean War; 
the Vietnam War; the 1989-91 "fall" of Soviet Communism; the 
1991 Gulf War; the War in Kosovo; and the two Iraq wars. 
Even the French Revolution was orchestrated into existence by 
elements of the NWO. 


The instigation of a trumped-up war as a cover for amassing 
fortunes which can be dated back to at least the 12th Century 
when only a core group of nine members of the Knights 
Templar, kicked off the The Crusades that lasted for over a 
century and a half. 


The core group mentioned above have been reported as being 
the military arm of a secret society known as the Priory of Sion, 
but this has been proven to be a hoax, 


In 1307, the king of France, Philippe the Fair, coveted the 
wealth and was jealous of the Templars’ power. The French king 
set out to arrest all the Templars in France on October 13. While 
many Templars were seized and tortured, including their Grand 
Master, Jacques de Molay, many other Templars (who had been 
tipped off) escaped. They eventually resurfaced in Portugal, in 
Malta (as the Knights of Malta) and later in Scotland as The 
Scottish Rites of Freemasonry, with Albert Pike playing a key 
role in defining a plan for establishing a world government. 


The acquisition and consolidation of ever greater wealth, natural 
resources, total political power, and control over others are the 
motivating forces which drive the decisions of the NWO leaders. 


The toll in human suffering and the loss of innocent lives are 
non issues for these individuals. 


Next: The New World Order Timeline. 


Previous: World War 1 and World War 2 compared. 
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What Were the Important Dates in the New World Order 
Timeline? 


J. Edgar Hoover, ex-FBI director on the New World Order 
conspiracy: "The individual is handicapped by coming face-to- 
face with a conspiracy so monstrous he cannot believe it exists." 


George H.W. Bush's comment: "if the American people knew 
what we have done, they would string us up from the lamp 
posts." 


Significant Dates in the Creation of the New World Order 


Perhaps the best way to relate a brief history of the New World 
Order, would be to use the words of those who have been 
striving to make it real throughout the ages. You will be amazed 
at how far back this grand plan has extended, and how many 
similarities there are in early Century 21 compared to the 1990's, 
with two Presidents from the Bush family in power. 


1912 -- Colonel Edward M. House, a close advisor of President 
Woodrow Wilson, publishes Phillip Dru: Administrator in 
which he promotes "socialism as dreamed of by Karl Marx." 


1913 -- The Federal Reserve (neither federal nor a reserve) is 
created. It was planned at a secret meeting in 1910 on Jekyll 
Island, Georgia by a group of bankers and politicians, including 
Col. House. This transferred the power to create money from the 
American government to a private group of bankers. It is 
probably the largest generator of debt in the world. 


July 28, 1914 -- World War I is triggered by the assassination of 
Archduke Francis Ferdinand of Austria. 


May 27, 1916 -- President Woodrow Wilson proposes at the 
League of Nations in a speech before the League to Enforce 
Peace, a world needed to prevent the recurrence of a similar war 
was a world government. 


November 11, 1918 -- The end of World War I, after the 
signing of the Armistice at the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 
11th month. 


May 30, 1919 -- Prominent British and American personalities 
establish the Royal Institute of International Affairs in England 
and the Institute of International Affairs in the U.S. at a meeting 
arranged by Col. House attended by various Fabian socialists, 
including noted economist John Maynard Keynes. Two years 
later, Col. House reorganizes the Institute of International 
Affairs into the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). 


December 15, 1922 -- The CFR endorses World Government in 
its magazine Foreign Affairs. Author Philip Kerr, states: 


Obviously there is going to be no peace or prosperity for 
mankind as long as [the earth] remains divided into 50 or 60 


independent states until some kind of international system is 
created...The real problem today is that of the world 
government. 


1928 -- The Open Conspiracy: Blue Prints for a World 
Revolution by H.G. Wells is published. A former Fabian 
Socialist, Wells writes: 


The political world of the into a Open Conspiracy must weaken, 
efface, incorporate and supersede existing governments... The 
Open Conspiracy is the natural inheritor of socialist and 
communist enthusiasms; it may be in control of Moscow before 
it is in control of New York... The character of the Open 
Conspiracy will now be plainly displayed... It will be a world 
religion. 
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1931 -- Students at the Lenin School of Political Warfare in 
Moscow are taught: 


One day we shall start to spread the most theatrical peace 
movement the world has ever seen. The capitalist countries, 
stupid and decadent...will fall into the trap offered by the 
possibility of making new friends. Our day will come in 30 years 


or so... The bourgeoisie must be lulled into a false sense of 
security. 


1932 -- New books are published urging New World Order: 


Toward Soviet America by William Z. Foster. Head of the 
Communist Party USA, Foster indicates that a National 
Department of Education would be one of the means used to 
develop a new socialist society in the U.S. 


The New World Order by F.S. Marvin, describing the League of 
Nations as the first attempt at a New World Order. Marvin says, 
"nationality must rank below the claims of mankind as a whole." 


Dare the School Build a New Social Order? is published. 
Educator author George Counts asserts that: "...the teachers 
should deliberately reach for power and then make the most of 
their conquest" in order to "influence the social attitudes, ideals 
and behavior of the coming generation...The growth of science 
and technology has carried us into a new age where ignorance 
must be replaced by knowledge, competition by cooperation, 
trust in Providence by careful planning and private capitalism by 
some form of social economy." 


Plan for Peace by American Birth Control League founder 
Margaret Sanger (1921) is published. She calls for coercive 
sterilization, mandatory segregation, and rehabilitative 
concentration camps for all "dysgenic stocks" including Blacks, 
Hispanics, American Indians and Catholics. 


1933 -- The first Humanist Manifesto is published. Co-author 
John Dewey, the noted philosopher and educator, calls for a 


synthesizing of all religions and "a socialized and cooperative 
economic order." 


Co-signer C.F. Potter said in 1930: "Education is thus a most 
powerful ally of humanism, and every American public school is 
a school of humanism. What can the theistic Sunday schools, 
meeting for an hour once a week, teaching only a fraction of the 
children, do to stem the tide of a five-day program of humanistic 
teaching? 


1933 -- The Shape of Things to Come by H.G. Wells is 
published. Wells predicts a second world war around 1940, 
originating from a German-Polish dispute. After 1945 there 
would be an increasing lack of public safety in "criminally 
infected" areas. The plan for the "Modern World-State" would 
succeed on its third attempt (about 1980), and come out of 
something that occurred in Basra, Iraq. 


The book also states, "Although world government had been 

plainly coming for some years, although it had been endlessly 
feared and murmured against, it found no opposition prepared 
anywhere." 


1934 -- The Externalization of the Hierarchy by Alice A. Bailey 
is published. Bailey is an occultist, whose works are channeled 
from a spirit guide, the Tibetan Master [demon spirit] Djwahl 
Kuhl. Bailey uses the phrase "points of light" in connection with 
a "New Group of World Servers" and claims that 1934 marks 
the beginning of "the organizing of the men and women...group 
work of a new order...[with] progress defined by service...the 
world of the Brotherhood...the Forces of Light...[and] out of the 


spoliation of all existing culture and civilization, the new world 
order must be built." 


The book is published by the Lucis Trust, incorporated 
originally in New York as the Lucifer Publishing Company. 
Lucis Trust is a United Nations NGO and has been a major 
player at the recent U.N. summits. Later Assistant Secretary 
General of the U.N. Robert Mueller would credit the creation of 
his World Core Curriculum for education to the underlying 
teachings of Djwahl Kuhl via Alice Bailey's writings on the 
subject. 


October 28, 1939 -- In an address by John Foster Dulles, later 
U.S. Secretary of State, he proposes that America lead the 
transition to a new order of less independent, semi-sovereign 
states bound together by a league or federal union. 


1939 -- New World Order by H. G. Wells proposes a collectivist 
one-world state" or "new world order" comprised of "socialist 
democracies." He advocates "universal conscription for service" 
and declares that "nationalist individualism...is the world's 
disease." He continues: 


"The manifest necessity for some collective world control to 
eliminate warfare and the less generally admitted necessity for a 
collective control of the economic and biological life of 
mankind, are aspects of one and the same process." He proposes 
that this be accomplished through "universal law" and 
propaganda (or education)." 
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1940 -- The New World Order is published by the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace and contains a select list of 
references on regional and world federation, together with some 
special plans for world order after the war. 


December 12, 1940 -- In Zhe Congressional Record an article 
entitled A New World Order John G. Alexander calls for a 
world federation. 


September 11, 1941 -- Construction officially began at the 
Pentagon. 60 years later to the day, the Pentagon was to be 
attacked on the fateful September 11, 2001. 


1942 -- The leftist Institute of Pacific Relations publishes Post 
War Worlds by P.E. Corbett: 


"World government is the ultimate aim...It must be recognized 
that the law of nations takes precedence over national law...The 
process will have to be assisted by the deletion of the 
nationalistic material employed in educational textbooks and its 
replacement by material explaining the benefits of wiser 
association." 


June 28, 1945 -- President Truman endorses world government 
in a speech: 


"It will be just as easy for nations to get along in a republic of 
the world as it is for us to get along in a republic of the United 
States." 


October 24, 1945 -- The United Nations Charter becomes 
effective. Also on October 24, Senator Glen Taylor (D-Idaho) 
introduces Senate Resolution 183 calling upon the U.S. Senate 
to go on record as favoring creation of a world republic 
including an international police force. 


1946 -- Alger Hiss is elected President of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. Hiss holds this office until 
1949, Early in 1950, he is convicted of perjury and sentenced to 
prison after a sensational trial and Congressional hearing in 
which Whittaker Chambers, a former senior editor of Time, 
testifies that Hiss was a member of his Communist Party cell. 


1946 -- The Teacher and World Government by former editor of 
the NEA Journal (National Education Association) Joy Elmer 
Morgan is published. He says: 


"In the struggle to establish an adequate world government, the 
teacher...can do much to prepare the hearts and minds of 
children for global understanding and cooperation...At the very 
heart of all the agencies which will assure the coming of world 
government must stand the school, the teacher, and the 
organized profession." 


1947 -- The American Education Fellowship, formerly the 
Progressive Education Association, organized by John Dewey, 
calls for the: 


",,.establishment of a genuine world order, an order in which 
national sovereignty is subordinate to world authority..." 


October, 1947 -- NEA Associate Secretary William Carr writes 
in the NEA Journal that teachers should: 


"...teach about the various proposals that have been made for the 
strengthening of the United Nations and the establishment of a 
world citizenship and world government." 


1948 -- Walden IT by behavioral psychologist B.F. Skinner 
proposes "a perfect society or new and more perfect order" in 
which children are reared by the State, rather than by their 
parents and are trained from birth to demonstrate only desirable 
behavior and characteristics. Skinner's ideas would be widely 
implemented by educators in the 1960s, 70s, and 80s as Values 
Clarification and Outcome Based Education. 


July, 1948 -- Britain's Sir Harold Butler, in the CFR's Foreign 
Affairs, sees "a New World Order" taking shape: 


"How far can the life of nations, which for centuries have 
thought of themselves as distinct and unique, be merged with the 
life of other nations? How far are they prepared to sacrifice a 
part of their sovereignty without which there can be no effective 
economic or political union?...Out of the prevailing confusion a 
new world is taking shape... which may point the way toward 
the new order... That will be the beginning of a real United 
Nations, no longer crippled by a split personality, but held 
together by a common faith." 


1948 -- UNESCO president and Fabian Socialist, Sir Julian 
Huxley, calls for a radical eugenic policy in UNESCO: Its 
Purpose and Its Philosophy. He states: 


"Thus, even though it is quite true that any radical eugenic 
policy of controlled human breeding will be for many years 
politically and psychologically impossible, it will be important 


for UNESCO to see that the eugenic problem is examined with 
the greatest care and that the public mind is informed of the 
issues at stake that much that is now unthinkable may at least 
become thinkable." 


1948 -- The preliminary draft of a World Constitution is 
published by U.S. educators advocating regional federation on 
the way toward world federation or government with England 
incorporated into a European federation. 


The Constitution provides for a "World Council" along with a 
"Chamber of Guardians" to enforce world law. Also included 1s 
a "Preamble" calling upon nations to surrender their arms to the 
world government, and includes the right of this "Federal 
Republic of the World" to seize private property for federal use. 
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February 9, 1950 -- The Senate Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee introduces Senate Concurrent Resolution 66 
which begins: 


"Whereas, in order to achieve universal peace and justice, the 
present Charter of the United Nations should be changed to 
provide a true world government constitution." 


The resolution was first introduced in the Senate on September 
13, 1949 by Senator Glen Taylor (D-Idaho). Senator Alexander 
Wiley (R-Wisconsin) called it "a consummation devoutly to be 
wished for" and said, "I understand your proposition is either 
change the United Nations, or change or create, by a separate 
convention, a world order." Senator Taylor later stated: 


"We would have to sacrifice considerable sovereignty to the 
world organization to enable them to levy taxes in their own 
right to support themselves." 


April 12, 1952 -- John Foster Dulles, later to become Secretary 
of State, says in a speech to the American Bar Association in 
Louisville, Kentucky, that "treaty laws can override the 
Constitution." He says treaties can take power away from 
Congress and give them to the President. They can take powers 
from the States and give them to the Federal Government or to 
some international body and they can cut across the rights given 
to the people by their constitutional Bill of Rights. 


A Senate amendment, proposed by GOP Senator John Bricker, 
would have provided that no treaty could supersede the 
Constitution, but it fails to pass by one vote. 


1954 -- Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands establishes the 
Bilderbergers, international politicians and bankers who meet 
secretly on an annual basis, even to this day. The 2003 meeting 
took place over the weekend of 15 to 18 May in Versailles, Paris. 


1958 -- World Peace through World Law is published, where 
authors Grenville Clark and Louis Sohn advocate using the U.N. 
as a governing body for the world, world disarmament, a world 
police force and legislature. 


1959 -- The Council on Foreign Relations calls for a New 
International Order. Study Number 7, issued on November 25, 
advocated: 


"., new international order [which] must be responsive to 
world aspirations for peace, for social and economic change...an 
international order...including states labeling themselves as 
‘socialist’ [communist]." 


1959 -- The World Constitution and Parliament Association is 
founded which later develops a Diagram of World Government 
under the Constitution for the Federation of Earth. 


1959 -- The Mid-Century Challenge to U.S. Foreign Policy 1s 
published, sponsored by the Rockefeller Brothers' Fund. It 
explains that the U:S.: 


"...cannot escape, and indeed should welcome...the task which 
history has imposed on us. This is the task of helping to shape a 
new world order in all its dimensions -- spiritual, economic, 
political, social." 


Top of Page 
1920 | 1930 | 1940 | 1950 | 1960 | 1970 


September 9, 1960 -- President Eisenhower signs Senate Joint 
Resolution 170, promoting the concept of a federal Atlantic 
Union. Pollster and Atlantic Union Committee treasurer, Elmo 
Roper, later delivers an address titled, The Goal Is Government 
of All the World, in which he states: 


"For it becomes clear that the first step toward World 
Government cannot be completed until we have advanced on the 
four fronts: the economic, the military, the political and the 
social." 


1961 -- The U.S. State Department issues a plan to disarm all 
nations and arm the United Nations. State Department 
Document Number 7277 is entitled Freedom From War: The 
U.S. Program for General and Complete Disarmament in a 
Peaceful World. It details a three-stage plan to disarm all nations 
and arm the U.N. with the final stage in which "no state would 
have the military power to challenge the progressively 
strengthened U.N. Peace Force." 


1962 -- New Calls for World Federalism. In a study titled, A 
World Effectively Controlled by the United Nations, CFR 
member Lincoln Bloomfield states: 


"...4f the communist dynamic was greatly abated, the West might 
lose whatever incentive it has for world government." 


The Future of Federalism by author Nelson Rockefeller is 
published. The one-time Governor of New York, claims that 
current events compellingly demand a "new world order," as 
the old order is crumbling, and there is "a new and free order 
struggling to be born." Rockefeller says there is: 


"a fever of nationalism...[but] the nation-state 1s becoming less 
and less competent to perform its international political 
tasks.... These are some of the reasons pressing us to lead 
vigorously toward the true building of a new world order... 
[with] voluntary service...and our dedicated faith in the 
brotherhood of all mankind....Sooner perhaps than we may 
realize...there will evolve the bases for a federal structure of the 
free world." 


1963 -- J. William Fulbright, Chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee speaks at a symposium sponsored by the 
Fund for the Republic, a left-wing project of the Ford 
Foundation: 


"The case for government by elites is irrefutable...government 
by the people is possible but highly improbable." 


November 22, 1963 -- President Kennedy is assassinated on 
November 22, 1963. He was killed according to the occult 
number signature of eleven [11]. He was killed in the 11th 
month, on the 22nd day, and on the 33rd parallel. He was also 
killed in the Masonic Dealey Plaza, the most powerful secret 
society in the world today to whom the number 11 is extremely 
important. See cuttingedge for details. 


1964 -- Taxonomy of Educational Objectives, Handbook IT 1s 
published. Author Benjamin Bloom states: 


",..a large part of what we call 'good teaching' is the teacher's 
ability to attain affective objectives through challenging the 
students’ fixed beliefs." 


His Outcome-Based Education (OBE) method of teaching 
would first be tried as Mastery Learning in Chicago schools. 
After five years, Chicago students' test scores had plummeted 
causing outrage among parents. OBE would leave a trail of 
wreckage wherever it would be tried and under whatever name it 
would be used. At the same time, it would become crucial to 
globalists for overhauling the education system to promote 
attitude changes among school students. 


1964 -- Visions of Order by Richard Weaver is published. He 
describes: 


"progressive educators as a ‘revolutionary cabal' engaged in 'a 
systematic attempt to undermine society's traditions and 
beliefs." 


1967 -- Richard Nixon calls for New World Order. In Asia 
after Vietnam, in the October issue of Foreign Affairs, Nixon 
writes of nations’ dispositions to evolve regional approaches to 
development needs and to the evolution of a "new world 
order." 


1968 -- Joy Elmer Morgan, former editor of the NEA Journal 
publishes The American Citizens Handbook in which he says: 


"the coming of the United Nations and the urgent necessity that 
it evolve into a more comprehensive form of world government 
places upon the citizens of the United States an increased 
obligation to make the most of their citizenship which now 
widens into active world citizenship." 


July 26, 1968 -- Nelson Rockefeller pledges support of the New 
World Order. In an Associated Press report, Rockefeller 


pledges that, "as President, he would work toward international 
creation of a new world order." 
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1970 -- Education and the mass media promote world order. In 
Thinking About A New World Order for the Decade 1990, 
author Ian Baldwin, Jr. asserts that: 


"...the World Law Fund has begun a worldwide research and 
educational program that will introduce a new, emerging 
discipline -- world order -- into educational curricula 
throughout the world...and to concentrate some of its energies on 
bringing basic world order concepts into the mass media again 
on a worldwide level." 


1972 -- President Nixon visits China. In his toast to Chinese 
Premier Chou En-lai, former CFR member and now President, 
Richard Nixon, expresses "the hope that each of us has to build a 
new world order." 


May 18, 1972 -- In speaking of the coming of world 
government, Roy M. Ash, director of the Office of 
Management and Budget, declares that: 


"within two decades the institutional framework for a world 
economic community will be in place...[and] aspects of 


individual sovereignty will be given over to a supernational 
authority." 


September 11, 1972 -- The world was introduced to terrorism at 
the 1972 Munich Olympic Games. There were 11 Israeli athletes 
killed. Exactly 29 years after this attack, another more 
despicable horror occurred - the September 11, 2001 terrorist 
attacks. 


1973 -- The Trilateral Commission is established. Banker David 
Rockefeller organizes this new private body and chooses 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, later National Security Advisor to 
President Carter, as the Commission's first director and invites 
Jimmy Carter to become a founding member. 


1973 -- Humanist Manifesto I is published: 


"The next century can be and should be the humanistic 
century...we stand at the dawn of a new age...a secular society 
on a planetary scale....As non-theists we begin with humans not 
God, nature not deity...we deplore the division of humankind on 
nationalistic grounds.... Thus we look to the development of a 
system of world law and a world order based upon transnational 
federal government....The true revolution is occurring." 


September 11, 1973 -- Chilean President Salvador Allende is 
killed in a brutal, violent military coup led by General Augusto 
Pinochet. Henry Kissinger was strongly implicated in this attack, 
and if he were to ever stand trial in an International Court, it is 
likely he would be charged with masterminding this coup and 
ordering the assassination of Allende. 


April, 1974 -- Former U. S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, 
Trilateralist and CFR member Richard Gardner's article The 
Hard Road to World Order is published in the CFR's Foreign 
Affairs where he states that: 


"the 'house of world order' will have to be built from the bottom 
up rather than from the top down...but an end run around 
national sovereignty, eroding it piece by piece, will accomplish 
much more than the old-fashioned frontal assault." 


1974 -- The World Conference of Religion for Peace, held in 
Louvain, Belgium is held. Douglas Roche presents a report 
entitled We Can Achieve a New World Order. 


The U.N. calls for wealth redistribution: In a report entitled New 
International Economic Order, the U.N. General Assembly 
outlines a plan to redistribute the wealth from the rich to the 
poor nations. 


1975 -- A study titled, A New World Order, is published by the 
Center of International Studies, Woodrow Wilson School of 
Public and International Studies, Princeton University. 


1975 -- In Congress, 32 Senators and 92 Representatives sign A 
Declaration of Interdependence, written by historian Henry 
Steele Commager. The Declaration states that: 


we must join with others to bring forth a new world order... 
Narrow notions of national sovereignty must not be permitted to 
curtail that obligation. 


Congresswoman Marjorie Holt refuses to sign the Declaration 
saying: 


"It calls for the surrender of our national sovereignty to 
international organizations. It declares that our economy should 
be regulated by international authorities. It proposes that we 
enter a 'new world order' that would redistribute the wealth 
created by the American people." 


1975 -- Retired Navy Admiral Chester Ward, former Judge 
Advocate General of the U.S. Navy and former CFR member, 
writes in a critique that the goal of the CFR is the "submergence 
of U. S. sovereignty and national independence into an all 
powerful one-world government..." 


1975 -- Kissinger on the Couch is published. Authors Phyllis 
Schlafly and former CFR member Chester Ward state: 


"Once the ruling members of the CFR have decided that the U.S. 
government should espouse a particular policy, the very 
substantial research facilities of the CFR are put to work to 
develop arguments, intellectual and emotional, to support the 
new policy and to confound, discredit, intellectually and 
politically, any opposition..." 


1976 -- RIO: Reshaping the International Order is published by 
the globalist Club of Rome, calling for a new international 
order, including an economic redistribution of wealth. 


1977 -- The Third Try at World Order is published. Author 
Harlan Cleveland of the Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies 
calls for: 


"changing Americans' attitudes and institutions" for "complete 
disarmament (except for international soldiers)" and "for 
individual entitlement to food, health and education." [Sound 
like America today? | 


1977 -- Imperial Brain Trust by Laurence Shoup and William 
Minter is published. The book takes a critical look at the Council 
on Foreign Relations with chapters such as: Shaping a New 
World Order: The Council's Blueprint for Global Hegemony, 
1939-1944 and Toward the 1980's: The Council's Plans for a 
New World Order. 


1977 -- The Trilateral Connection appears in the July edition of 
Atlantic Monthly. Written by Jeremiah Novak, it says: 


For the third time in this century, a group of American schools, 
businessmen, and government officials is planning to fashion a 
New World Order... 


1977 -- Leading educator Mortimer Adler publishes Philosopher 
at Large in which he says: 


...1f local civil government is necessary for local civil peace, 
then world civil government is necessary for world peace. 


1979 -- Barry Goldwater, retiring Republican Senator from 
Arizona, publishes his autobiography With No Apologies. He 
writes: 


In my view The Trilateral Commission represents a skillful, 
coordinated effort to seize control and consolidate the four 
centers of power -- political, monetary, intellectual, and 
ecclesiastical. All this is to be done in the interest of creating a 
more peaceful, more productive world community. What the 
Trilateralists truly intend is the creation of a worldwide 
economic power superior to the political governments of the 
nation-states involved. They believe the abundant materialism 
they propose to create will overwhelm existing differences. As 
managers and creators of the system they will rule the future 
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1984 -- The Power to the Planned 
Lead is published. WwW3; 
Author James McGregor » Refreshing, 
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"The framers of the U.S. advice on how 
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is accredited by the U.N. which is 5530 days 


as a Non-Governmental since the start of 
Organization. World War 3 on 


March 20, 2003 and 
1987 -- The Secret 6085 days since the 
Constitution and the terrorist attacks of 
Need for Constitutional September 11, 2001. 
Change 1s sponsored in 
part by the Rockefeller 
Foundation. Some —— 
thoughts of author Arthur 
S. Miller are: 


"...a pervasive system of 
thought control exists in 
the United States...the 
citizenry is indoctrinated 
by employment of the 
mass media and the 
system of public 


education...people are 
told what to think 
about...the old order is 
crumbling... Nationalism 
should be seen as a 
dangerous social 
disease...A new vision 1s 
required to plan and 
manage the future, a 
global vision that will 
transcend national 
boundaries and eliminate 
the poison of nationalistic 
solutions...a new 
Constitution is 
necessary." 


1988 -- Former Under- 
secretary of State and 
CFR member George 

Ball in a January 24 
interview in the New 
York Times says: 


"The Cold War should no 
longer be the kind of 
obsessive concern that it 
is. Neither side is going 
to attack the other 
deliberately...If we could 
internationalize by using 


the U.N. in conjunction 
with the Soviet Union, 
because we now no 
longer have to fear, in 
most cases, a Soviet veto, 
then we could begin to 
transform the shape of 
the world and might get 
the U.N. back to doing 
something 
useful...Sooner or later 
we are going to have to 
face restructuring our 
institutions so that they 
are not confined merely 
to the nation-states. Start 
first on a regional and 
ultimately you could 
move to a world basis." 


December 7, 1988 -- In 
an address to the U.N., 
Mikhail Gorbachev calls 
for mutual consensus: 


"World progress 1s only 
possible through a search 
for universal human 
consensus as we move 
forward to a new world 
order." 


May 12, 1989 -- 
President Bush invites 
the Soviets to join World 
Order. Speaking to the 
graduating class at Texas 
A&M University, Mr. 
Bush states that the 
United States is ready to 
welcome the Soviet 
Union "back into the 
world order." 


1989 -- Carl Bernstein's 
(Woodward and 
Bernstein of Watergate 
fame) book Loyalties: A 
Son's Memoir is 
published. His father and 
mother had been 
members of the 
Communist party. 
Bernstein's father tells his 
son about the book: 


"You're going to prove 
[Sen. Joseph] McCarthy 
was right, because all he 

was saying is that the 
system was loaded with 

Communists. And he was 
right...I'm worried about 


the kind of book you're 
going to write and about 
cleaning up McCarthy. 
The problem is that 
everybody said he was a 
liar; you're saying he was 
right... agree that the 
Party was a force in the 
country." 


November 9, 1989 -- 
The much hated Berlin 
Wall comes tumbling 
down, completing the 
deliberate dissolution of 
the U.S.S.R. and of 
Communism. 
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1990 -- The World 
Federalist Association 
faults the American 
press. Writing in their 
Summer/Fall newsletter, 
Deputy Director Eric Cox 
describes world events 
over the past year or two 


and declares: 


"It's sad but true that the 
slow-witted American 
press has not grasped the 
significance of most of 
these developments. But 
most federalists know 
what is happening...And 
they are not frightened by 
the old bug-a-boo of 
sovereignty." 


April 11, 1990 -- Russian 
President Gorbachev 
announced Russia would 
join New World Order. 


August 2, 1990 -- Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 


August 17, 1990 -- 
President Bush [Senior] 
announces that the Iraqi 

invasion "shall not stand, 
because it threatens the 
New World Order". 


September 11, 1990 -- 
President Bush calls the 
Gulf War an opportunity 

for the New World 


Order. In an address to 
Congress entitled 
Toward a New World 
Order, Mr. Bush says: 


"The crisis in the Persian 
Gulf offers a rare 
opportunity to move 
toward an historic period 
of cooperation. Out of 
these troubled times... a 
new world order can 
emerge in which the 
nations of the world, east 
and west, north and 
south, can prosper and 
live in harmony.... Today 
the new world is 
struggling to be born." 


September 25, 1990 -- In 
an address to the U.N., 
Soviet Foreign Minister 

Eduard Shevardnadze 
describes Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait as "an act of 
terrorism [that] has been 
perpetrated against the 
emerging New World 
Order." On December 
31, Gorbachev declares 


that the New World 
Order would be ushered 
in by the Gulf Crisis. 


October 1, 1990 -- Ina 
U.N. address, President 
Bush speaks of the: 


"...collective strength of 
the world community 
expressed by the U.N...an 
historic movement 
towards a new world 
order... a new 
partnership of nations... a 
time when humankind 
came into its own... to 
bring about a revolution 
of the spirit and the mind 
and begin a journey into 
a... new age." 


1991 -- Author Linda 
MacRae-Campbell 
publishes How to Start a 
Revolution at Your 
School in In Context. She 
promotes the use of 
"change agents" as "self- 
acknowledged 
revolutionaries" and "co- 


conspirators." 


1991 -- President Bush 
praises the New World 
Order in a State of 
Union Message: 


"What is at stake is more 
than one small country, it 
is a big idea -- a new 
world order... to achieve 
the universal aspirations 
of mankind... based on 
shared principles and the 
rule of law.... The 

illumination of a 
thousand points of 
light.... The winds of 
change are with us now." 


February 6, 1991 -- 
President Bush tells the 
Economic Club of New 

York: 


"My vision of a new 
world order foresees a 
United Nations with a 
revitalized peacekeeping 
function." 


June, 1991 -- The 


Council on Foreign 
Relations co-sponsors an 
assembly Rethinking 
America’s Security: 
Beyond Cold War to 
New World Order which 
is attended by 65 
prestigious members of 
government, labor, 
academia, the media, 
military, and the 
professions from nine 
countries. Later, several 
of the conference 
participants joined some 
100 other world leaders 
for another closed door 
meeting of the Bilderberg 
Society in Baden Baden, 
Germany. The 
Bilderbergers also exert 
considerable clout in 
determining the foreign 
policies of their 
respective governments. 


July, 1991 -- The 
Southeastern World 
Affairs Institute discusses 
the New World Order. 
In a program, topics 


include, Legal Structures 
for a New World Order 
and The United Nations: 
From its Conception to a 
New World Order. 
Participants include a 
former director of the 
U.N.'s General Legal 
Division, and a former 
Secretary General of 
International Planned 
Parenthood. 


Late July, 1991 -- Ona 
Cable News Network 
program, CFR member 
and former CIA director 
Stansfield Turner 
(Rhodes scholar), when 
asked about Iraq, 
responded: 


"We have a much bigger 
objective. We've got to 
look at the long run here. 
This is an example -- the 
situation between the 
United Nations and Iraq - 
- where the United 
Nations is deliberately 
intruding into the 


sovereignty of a 
sovereign nation...Now 
this is a marvelous 
precedent (to be used in) 
all countries of the 
world..." 


October 29, 1991 -- 
David Funderburk, 
former U. S. Ambassador 
to Romania, tells a North 
Carolina audience: 


"George Bush has been 
surrounding himself with 
people who believe in 
one-world government. 
They believe that the 
Soviet system and the 

American system are 
converging." 


The vehicle to bring this 
about, said Funderburk, 
is the United Nations, 
"the majority of whose 
166 member states are 
socialist, atheist, and 
anti-American." 
Funderburk served as 
ambassador in Bucharest 
from 1981 to 1985, when 


he resigned in frustration 
over U.S. support of the 
oppressive regime of the 
late Rumanian dictator, 
Nicolae Ceausescu. 


October 30, 1991: -- 
President Gorbachev at 
the Middle East Peace 
Talks in Madrid states: 


"We are beginning to see 
practical support. And 
this is a very significant 
sign of the movement 
towards a new era, a 
new age... We see both 
in our country and 
elsewhere...ghosts of the 
old thinking... When we 
rid ourselves of their 
presence, we will be 
better able to move 
toward a new world 
order... relying on the 
relevant mechanisms of 
the United Nations." 


Elsewhere, in 
Alexandria, Virginia, 
Elena Lenskaya, 
Counsellor to the 


Minister of Education of 
Russia, delivers the 
keynote address for a 
program titled, 
Education for a New 
World Order. 


1992 -- The Twilight of 
Sovereignty by CFR 
member (and former 

Citicorp Chairman) 
Walter Wriston 1s 
published, in which he 
claims: 


"A truly global economy 
will 
require ...compromises of 
national sovereignty... 
There is no escaping the 
system." 


1992 -- The United 
Nations Conference on 
Environment and 
Development (UNCED) 
Earth Summit takes place 
in Rio de Janeiro this 
year, headed by 
Conference Secretary- 
General Maurice Strong. 
The main products of this 


summit are the 
Biodiversity Treaty and 
Agenda 21, which the 
U.S. hesitates to sign 
because of opposition at 
home due to the threat to 
sovereignty and 
economics. The summit 
says the first world's 
wealth must be 
transferred to the third 
world. 


July 20, 1992 -- TIME 
magazine publishes The 
Birth of the Global 
Nation by Strobe Talbott, 
Rhodes Scholar, 
roommate of Bill Clinton 
at Oxford University, 
CFR Director, and 
Trilateralist, in which he 
writes: 


"All countries are 
basically social 
arrangements... No 
matter how permanent or 
even sacred they may 
seem at any one time, in 
fact they are all artificial 


and temporary... Perhaps 
national sovereignty 
wasn't such a great idea 
after all... But it has taken 
the events in our own 
wondrous and terrible 
century to clinch the case 
for world government." 


As an editor of Time, 
Talbott defended Clinton 
during his presidential 
campaign. He was 
appointed by President 
Clinton as the number 
two person at the State 
Department behind 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, former 
Trilateralist and former 
CFR Vice-Chairman and 
Director. Talbott was 
confirmed by about two- 
thirds of the U.S. Senate 
despite his statement 
about the unimportance 
of national sovereignty. 


September 29, 1992 -- 
At a town hall meeting in 
Los Angeles, Trilateralist 


and former CFR 
president Winston Lord 
delivers a speech titled 
Changing Our Ways: 
America and the New 
World, in which he 
remarks: 


"To a certain extent, we 
are going to have to yield 
some of our sovereignty, 

which will be 
controversial at home... 
[Under] the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA)... 
some Americans are 
going to be hurt as low- 
wage jobs are taken 
away." 


Lord became an Assistant 
Secretary of State in the 
Clinton administration. 


Winter, 1992-93 -- The 
CFR's Foreign Affairs 
publishes Empowering 
the United Nations by 

U.N. Secretary General 

Boutros-Boutros Ghali, 


who asserts: 


"It is undeniable that the 
centuries-old doctrine of 
absolute and exclusive 
sovereignty no longer 
stands... Underlying the 
rights of the individual 
and the rights of peoples 
is a dimension of 
universal sovereignty that 
resides in all humanity... 
It is a sense that 
increasingly finds 
expression in the gradual 
expansion of 
international law... In this 
setting the significance of 
the United Nations 
should be evident and 
accepted." 


December 31, 1992 -- 
Formation of Western 
Europe as the first nation 
to be formed in the global 
10-Nation 
Reorganization Plan. 


1993 -- Strobe Talbott 
receives the Norman 
Cousins Global 


Governance Award for 
his 1992 TIME article, 
The Birth of the Global 
Nation and in 
appreciation for what he 
has done "for the cause 
of global governance." 
President Clinton writes a 
letter of congratulation 
which states: 


"Norman Cousins 
worked for world peace 
and world government... 
Strobe Talbott's lifetime 
achievements as a voice 
for global harmony have 

earned him this 
recognition... He will be 
a worthy recipient of the 
Norman Cousins Global 
Governance Award. Best 
wishes... for future 
success." 


Not only does President 
Clinton use the specific 
term, "world 
government," but he also 
expressly wishes the 
WFA "future success" in 


pursuing world federal 
government. Talbott 
proudly accepts the 
award, but says the WFA 
should have given it to 
the other nominee, 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 


April 19, 1993 -- Waco 
conflagration. 


July 18, 1993 -- CFR 
member and Trilateralist 
Henry Kissinger writes in 

the Los Angeles Times 

concerning NAFTA: 


"What Congress will 
have before it is not a 
conventional trade 
agreement but the 
architecture of a new 
international system... a 
first step toward a new 
world order." 


August 23, 1993 -- 
Christopher Hitchens, 
Socialist friend of Bill 
Clinton when he was at 
Oxford University, says 


in a C-Span interview: 


"_..1t 1s, of course the case 
that there is a ruling class 
in this country, and that it 
has allies 
internationally." 


October 30, 1993 -- 
Washington Post 
ombudsman Richard 
Harwood does an op-ed 
piece about the role of 
the CFR's media 
members: 


"Their membership is an 
acknowledgment of their 
ascension into the 
American ruling class 
[where] they do not 
merely analyze and 
interpret foreign policy 
for the United States; 
they help make it." 


January/February, 
1994 -- The CFR's 
Foreign Affairs prints an 
opening article by CFR 
Senior Fellow Michael 
Clough in which he 


writes that the "Wise 
Men" (e.g. Paul Nitze, 
Dean Acheson, George 
Kennan, and John J. 
McCloy) have: 


"assiduously guarded it 
[American foreign 
policy] for the past 50 
years... They ascended to 
power during World War 
II... This was as it should 
be. National security and 
the national interest, they 
argued must transcend 
the special interests and 
passions of the people 
who make up America... 
How was this small band 
of Atlantic-minded 
internationalists able to 

triumph?... Eastern 
internationalists were 
able to shape and staff 
the burgeoning foreign 
policy institutions... As 
long as the Cold War 
endured and nuclear 
Armageddon seemed 
only a missile away, the 
public was willing to 


tolerate such an 
undemocratic foreign 
policy making system." 


1995 -- The State of the 
World Forum took place 
in the fall of this year, 
sponsored by the 
Gorbachev Foundation 
located at the Presidio in 
San Francisco. 
Foundation President Jim 
Garrison chairs the 
meeting of who's-whos 
from around the world 
including Margaret 
Thatcher, Maurice 
Strong, George Bush, 
Mikhail Gorbachev and 
others. Conversation 
centers around the 
oneness of mankind and 
the coming global 
government. However, 
the term "global 
governance" 1s now used 
in place of "new world 
order" since the latter 
has become a political 
liability, being a 
lightning rod for 


opponents of global 
government. 


April 19, 1995 -- 
Oklahoma City bombing 
of the Federal Murrah 
Building. 


1996 -- The United 
Nations 420-page report 
Our Global 
Neighborhood 1s 
published. It outlines a 
plan for "global 
governance," calling for 
an international 
Conference on Global 
Governance in 1998 for 
the purpose of submitting 
to the world the 
necessary treaties and 
agreements for 
ratification by the year 
2000. 


1996 -- State of the 
World Forum II takes 
place in the fall in San 

Francisco. Many of the 
sessions are closed to the 
press. 


December 31, 1999 -- 
Washington Monument 
sprays colored light into 

the black night sky, 
symbolizing the 

‘impregnation’ of the 

New World Order. 
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September 10, 2000 -- 
The conclusion of a 13- 
day summit -- August 28 
- September 10, 2000 -- 
which officially gave 
birth to the New World 
Order, which was 
‘conceived' 9 months 
earlier at the Washington 
Obelisk in DC. See 
cuttingedge.org for 
details. 


September 11, 2001 -- 
Eleven years to the day 
after President Bush 
[Senior] delivers his 
speech to Congress 


entitled Toward a New 
World Order, and | year 
and | day after the 
official birth of the New 
World Order, "terrorists" 
attack and destroy the 
World Trade Center and 
severely damage the 
Pentagon. 


Interestingly, the date 
could also have been 
chosen to celebrate the 
birth of The Knights 
Templar, formed by 9 
European separatists who 
forbade new members for 
9 years in 1111 AD. 


September 12, 2001 -- 
"There is a chance for the 
President of the United 
States to use this disaster 
to carry out what his 
father - a phrase his 
father used I think only 
once, and it hasn't been 
used since - and that is a 
new world order." - 
Senator Gary Hart, 
Council on Foreign 


Relations meeting. 


September 13, 2001 -- 
Deputy Defense 
Secretary Paul Wolfowitz 
says the retaliation [re: 
Sept 11] would be 
continued until the roots 
of terrorism are 
destroyed. "These people 
try to hide. They won't be 
able to hide forever ... 
They think their harbors 
are safe, but they won't 
be safe forever ... it's not 
simply a matter of 
capturing people and 
holding them 
accountable, but 
removing the sanctuaries, 
removing the support 
systems, ending states 
who sponsor terrorism." 


October 11, 2001 -- Tom 
Brokaw (popular US 
news anchor) announces 
the world now has 
formed into the New 

World Order. 


October 26, 2001 -- 


President Bush signs 
legislation into law that 
gives Federal 
Government dictatorial 
powers and severely -- if 
not fatally -- erodes 
individual liberties and 
rights. 


January 29, 2002 -- 
Bush, in his State of the 
Union Address, lists Iraq, 
Iran and North Korea as 

constituting an 'axis of 

evil, arming to threaten 
the peace of the world. 

By seeking weapons of 

mass destruction, these 
regimes pose a grave and 
growing danger’. 


September 12, 2002 -- 
Bush tells UN that Iraq is 
a "grave and gathering 
danger" and that the US 
"will not allow any 
terrorist or tyrant to 
threaten civilization with 
weapons of mass 
murder". 


February 01, 2003 -- 


Space shuttle Columbia 
breaks up on re-entry 
over Dallas, Texas. 


February 2003 -- First 
reported cases of 
SARS. A massive media 
blitz attempts to create a 
pandemic, but by May 
2003, only 600 people 
worldwide have 
died. Compared to the 
Influenza Pandemic of 
1917-1919 which killed 
800,000 Americans and 
25 million people 
worldwide, SARS is 

hardly a pandemic. 


March 17, 2003 -- At 
8:15pm, EST, President 
Bush announces a 48- 
hour ultimatum to 
Saddam Hussein to leave 
the country with his sons, 
or suffer the invasion. 


March 20, 2003 -- US 

starts invasion of Iraq, 

exactly 555 days after 
September 11, 2001. The 


start of World War III? 


February 14, 2006 -- 
Bill is introduced in the 
United States House of 

Representatives to 
reinstate compulsory 
military service. 


May 19, 2006 -- Bush 
considering creating a 
North American 
Union. Will this replace 
the United States? 


For subsequent updates, 
please refer to a timeline 
of World War 3. 


Next: The Real Cause of 
World War 1 


Previous: Explanation of 
The New World 
Order. Is there a purpose 
for World War? What is 
the New World Order? 


If you found this article 
interesting and want 
access to other carefully 
researched and well 
written articles, you 


might want to see what 
others are saying about 
the ThreeWorldWars 
newsletter. 
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World War 1 
The True Cause of World War 1 
Part 1 


Continues atPart 2. 


History books record that World War I started when the nations 
went to war to avenge the assassination of the Archduke 
Francis Ferdinand, the heir to the Habsburg throne, on June 
28, 1914. 


This is the typical explanation. But the "revisionist historian" 
knows just what caused and what the purpose was of the 
conflagration of World War I. 


Up until America's entry into this war, the American people had 
followed the wise advice of President George Washington given 
in his farewell address, delivered to the nation on September 17, 
1796. President Washington said: "It is our true policy to steer 
clear of permanent alliance with any portion of the foreign 
world.... Why, by interweaving our destiny with that of any part 


of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of 
European ambition, rivalship, interest, humour or caprice?' 


President Washington attempted to warn the American people 
about getting embroiled in the affairs of Europe. But in 1914, it 
was not to be. There were those who were secretly planning 
America's involvement in World War I whether the American 
people wanted it or not. 


The Plan to Involve America in World War 1 


The pressure to involve the American government started in 
1909, long before the actual assassination of the Archduke. 


Norman Dodd, former director of the Committee to Investigate 
Tax Exempt Foundations of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
testified that the Committee was invited to study the minutes of 
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace as part of the 
Committee's investigation. The Committee stated: "The trustees 
of the Foundation brought up a single question. If it is desirable 
to alter the life of an entire people, is there any means more 
efficient than war.... They discussed this question... for a year 
and came up with an answer: There are no known means more 
efficient than war, assuming the objective is altering the life of 
an entire people. That leads them to a question: How do we 
involve the United States in a war. This is in 1909." 


So the decision was made to involve the United States in a war 
so that the "life of the entire people could be altered." This was 
the conclusion of a foundation supposedly committed to 
"peace." 


The method by which the United States was drawn into the war 


started on October 25, 1911, when Winston Churchill was 
appointed the First Lord of the Admiralty in England. 


Winston Churchill is an interesting individual, as he later came 
to the conclusion that there was indeed a master conspiracy at 
work in the major events of the world, when he wrote the 
following in 1920: "From the days of 

SpartacusA fA¢A¢aesA—A¢a,—A¥ Weishaupt to those of Karl 
Marx, to those of Trotsky (Russia)... this world-wide conspiracy 
for the overthrow of civilization... has been steadily growing." 


The second key appointment made during the pre-war period 
was the appointment of Franklin Delano Roosevelt as Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy by President Woodrow Wilson. 


Roosevelt is also on record as concluding that there was a 
conspiracy, at least in the United States. He once wrote to 
Colonel Edward Mandell House: "The real truth of the matter 1s, 
as you and I know, that a financial element in the larger centers 
has owned the government ever since the days of Andrew 
Jackson, and I am not wholly excepting the administration of 
W.W. (Woodrow Wilson.) The country is going through a 
repetition of Jackson's fight with the Bank of the United 

StatesA fA¢A¢aesA—A¢a,—A gonly on a far bigger and broader 
basis." 


The Sinking of the Lusitania 


The next step in the maneuvering of the United States into the 
war came when the Cunard Lines, owner of the ocean liner, the 
Lusitania, turned the ship over to the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, Winston Churchill. It now became a ship of the 


English Navy and was under the control of the English 
government. 


The ship was sent to New York City where it was loaded with 
six million rounds of ammunition, owned by J.P. Morgan & Co., 
to be sold to England and France to aid in their war against 
Germany. 


It was known that the very wealthy were interested in involving 
the American government in that war, and Secretary of State 
William Jennings Bryan was one who made note of this. "As 
Secretary [Bryan] had anticipated, the large banking interests 
were deeply interested in the World War because of wide 
opportunities for large profits. On August 3, 1914, even before 
the actual clash of arms, the French firm of Rothschild Freres 
cabled to Morgan and Company in New York suggesting the 
flotation of a loan of $100,000,000, a substantial part of which 
was to be left in the United States, to pay for French purchases 
of American goods." 


England broke the German war code on December 14, 1914, so 
that "By the end of January, 1915, [British Intelligence was] 
able to advise the Admiralty of the departure of each U-boat as 
it left for patrol..." 


This meant that the First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston 
Churchill, knew where every U-boat was in the vicinity of the 
English Channel that separated England and France. 


The ocean liner was set to sail to England already at war with 
Germany. The German government had placed advertisements 
in the New York newspapers warning the American people 
considering whether or not to sail with the ship to England that 
they would be sailing into a war zone, and that the liner could be 
sunk. 


Secretary Bryan promised that "he would endeavor to persuade 
the President (Woodrow Wilson) publicly to warn the 
Americans not to travel [aboard the Lusitania]. No such warning 
was issued by the President, but there can be no doubt that 
President Wilson was told of the character of the cargo destined 
for the Lusitania. He did nothing... ." 


Even though Wilson proclaimed America's neutrality in the 
European War, in accordance with the prior admonitions of 
George Washington, his government was secretly plotting to 
involve the American people by having the Lusitania sunk. This 
was made public in the book The Intimate Papers of Colonel 
House, written by a supporter of the Colonel, who recorded a 
conversation between Colonel House and Sir Edward Grey of 
England, the Foreign Secretary of England: 


Grey: What will America do if the Germans sink an ocean liner 
with American passengers on board? 


House: I believe that a flame of indignation would sweep the 
United States and that by itself would be sufficient to carry us 
into the war. 


On May 7, 1915, the Lusitania was sunk off the coast of County 
Cork, Ireland by a U-boat after it had slowed to await the arrival 


of the English escort vessel, the Juno, which was intended to 
escort it into the English port. The First Lord of the Admiralty, 
Winston Churchill, issued orders that the Juno was to return to 
port, and the Lusitania sat alone in the channel. Because 
Churchill knew of the presence of three U-boats in the vicinity, 
it is reasonable to presume that he had planned for the Lusitania 
to be sunk, and it was. 1201 people lost their lives in the 
sinking. 


This sinking has been described by Colin Simpson, the author of 
a book entitled The Lusitania, as "the foulest act of wilful 
murder ever committed on the seas." 


But the event was not enough to enable President Wilson to 
declare war against the German government, and the 
conspirators changed tactics. They would use other means to get 
the American people involved in the war, as the "flame of 
indignation" did not sweep the United States as had been 
planned. 


Robert Lansing, the Assistant Secretary of State, 1s on record as 
stating: "We must educate the public gradually 
AfA¢A¢aesA—-A¢a,—A¥ draw it along to the point where it will 
be willing to go into the war." 


After the sinking of the Lusitania, two inquiries were held, one 
by the English government, in June, 1915, and one by the 
American government in 1918. Mr. Simpson has written that 
"Both sets of archives... contain meager information. There are 


substantial differences of fact in the two sets of papers and in 
many cases it is difficult to accept that the files relate to the 
same vessel." 


But in both inquiries, the conclusions were the same: torpedoes 
and not exploding ammunition sank the Lusitania, because there 
was no ammunition aboard. The cover-up was now official. 


But there have been critics of these inquiries. One was, of 
course, the book written by Colin Simpson, who did the 
research necessary to write his book in the original minutes of 
the two inquiries. 


The Los Angeles Times reviewed Mr. Simpson's book and 
concluded: "The Lusitania proves beyond a reasonable doubt 
that the British government connived at the sinking of the 
passenger ship in order to lure America into World War I. The 
Germans, whose torpedo struck the liner, were the unwitting 
accomplices or victims of a plot probably concocted by Winston 
Churchill." 


President Wilson was seeking re-election in 1916. He 
campaigned on his record of "keeping us out of the War" during 
his first term of office from 1912 to 1916. 


Next: The Real Reason for World War 1- Part 2 


Previous: The New World Order explained 
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by Wilson eight months 
before the 1916 election." 


But the real reason the 
War was being fought 
was slowly emerging. 
One of the first 
revelations occurred on 
May 27, 1916, when 
President Wilson urged 
the creation of the 
League of Nations in a 
speech entitled League to 
Enforce Peace. Wilson 
argued that what the 
world needed to prevent 
the recurrence of a 
similar war was a world 
government. 


Some were not happy 
with the slowness of 
America's entry into the 
war. One of these was 
Franklin Roosevelt, who: 


In the early months of 
1917 [before the official 
declaration of war by the 
United States 
government] he had been 
in constant conflict with 
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He opposed convoying 

[the intentional sending 

of American ships into Today is Thursday, 
the war zone in the hope May 10, 2018, 

that one would be sunk which is 5530 days 
by the German Navy]. He S!ce the start of 
opposed the arming of | World War 3 on 
merchant ships March 20, 2003 and 
[intentionally provoking 6085 days since the 
the German Navy into terrorist attacks of 
believing that the ship September 11, 2001. 


was a ship of war]. 
Roosevelt favored both. -— 


And when a filibuster 
prevented congressional 
authorization of the 
arming of merchantmen, 
Roosevelt was impatient 


with Wilson for not 
immediately using his 
executive power to arm 
[the ships]. He dined at 
the Metropolitan Club 
with a group of 
Republican "warhawks" 
[Roosevelt was a 
Democrat]. It included 
Theodore Roosevelt, 
General Wood, J.P. 
Morgan, and Elihu Root 
[one of the founders of 
the CFR]. 


The primary topic of 
discussion was, 
according to Roosevelt's 
diary, "how to make 
Administration steer a 
dear course to uphold 
rights." 


This was an euphemism 
for an aggressive policy 
on the high seas that 
would result in indents 
and involve the United 
States in the war. 


Roosevelt's badgering 
apparently paid off, for 


on April 2, 1917, 
President Wilson asked 
Congress for a 
Declaration of War, and 
it was granted on April 6. 
The United States was 
now in the war "to end all 
wars," and "to make the 
world safe for 
democracy." 


The war wound its 
horrible course through 
the destruction of human 
lives and ended on 
November 11, 1918. 


Historian Walter Millis 
wrote the following about 
the purpose of the war 
and about House's basic 
intent: "The Colonel's 
sole justification for 
preparing such a batch of 
blood for his countrymen 
was his hope of 
establishing a new world 
order [a world 
government] of peace 
and security..." 


The Outrageous Treaty 


of Versailles 


The official treaty that 
ended the war was the 
Treaty of Versailles, 
where representatives of 
all sides sat down at a 
conference table and 
wrote the treaty. 


Several interesting 
personalities attended 
these meetings. In the 
British delegation was 
the British economist 
John Maynard Keynes, 
and representing the 
American banking 
interests was Paul 
Warburg, the Chairman 
of the Federal Reserve. 
His brother. Max, the 
head of the German 
banking firm of M.M. 
Warburg and Company, 
of Hamburg, Germany, 
and who "was not only in 
charge of Germany's 
finances but was a leader 
of the German espionage 
system" was there as a 


representative of the 
German government. 


The Treaty was written to 
end the war, but another 
delegate to the 
conference. Lord Curzon 
of England, the British 
Foreign Secretary, saw 
through what the actual 
intent was and declared: 
"This is no peace; this is 
only a truce for twenty 
years." Lord Curzon felt 
that the terms of the 
Treaty were setting the 
stage for a second world 
war, and he correctly 
predicted the year it 
would start: 1939. 


Lord Curzon was indeed 
a prophet: he picked the 
actual year that World 
War II would start! 


One of the planks of the 
Treaty called for large 
amounts of war 
reparations to be paid to 
the victorious nations by 
the German 


government. This plank 
of the Treaty alone 
caused more grief in the 
German nation than any 
other and precipitated 
three events: 


1. The "hyperinflation" 
of the German mark 
between 1920 and 
1923; 

2. The destruction of 
the middle class in 
Germany; and 

3. The bringing to 
power of someone 
who could end the 
inflation: a dictator 
like Adolf Hitler. 


This plank was written by 
John Foster Dulles, one 
of the founders of the 
Council on Foreign 
Relations, and later the 
Secretary of State to 
President Dwight 
Eisenhower. 


Even John Maynard 
Keynes became 


concerned about the 
Treaty. He wrote: "The 
peace is outrageous and 
impossible and can bring 
nothing but misfortune 
behind it". 


In addition to writing the 
Treaty of Versailles, the 
nations who were 
victorious in the war also 
wrote the Charter of the 
League of Nations, which 
was ratified on January 
10, 1920, and signed by 
President Wilson for the 
American government. 
Wilson brought the treaty 
back to the United States 
and asked the Senate to 
ratify it The Senate, 
remembering George 
Washington's advice to 
avoid foreign 
entanglements and 
reflecting the views of 
the American people who 
did not wish to enter the 
League, refused to ratify 
the treaty. President 
Wilson was not pleased, 


possibly because he saw 


himself, as Senator Henry 
Cabot Lodge was quick 
to point out, as: "... a 
future President of the 
world." 


It is now apparent that 
Wilson intended to head 
up the world government 
the war was fought to 
give the world, and he 
became depressed when 
the Treaty was not 
ratified. Imagine the 
disappointment of one 
who had come so close to 
becoming the very first 
President of the World, 
only to have it taken 
away by the actions of 
the Senate of the United 
States. Imagine the sense 
of incredible power that 
Wilson must have felt, 
thinking he would 
become the very first 
individual in the history 
of mankind to rule the 
world. Others had tried 
and failed, but Wilson 


was confident that he 
would succeed. 


But the American people, 
expressing their 
displeasure through the 
Senate, would not let 
him. 


The Rich Get Richer 


Others were not so 
disappointed, however. 
"The war, in brief, 
provided an unparalleled 
opportunity for the 
richest families to grab 
[exorbitant profits] at the 
expense of the public 
and, without exception, 
they made the most of 
this opportunity. The rich 
families, to be sure, 
wanted the war to be 
won, but they took care 
that the victory was 
expensive to the common 
taxpayers. They uttered 
no cries for government 
economy... so long as the 
public treasury was at 


their disposal." 


One of the families who 
reaped the exorbitant 
profits were "the 
Rockefellers, who were 
very eager for the United 
States to enter World 
War I, [and who] made 
far more than 
$200,000,000 from that 
conflict." 


But support for the 
League of Nations 
continued. The Grand 
Orient Lodge of 
Freemasonry of France 
was one which advised 
all of its members: "It is 
the duty of universal 
Freemasonry to give its 
full support to the League 
of Nations...." 


As could have been 
anticipated, the League of 
Nations became a major 
issue during the 
Presidential election of 
1920. 


The Republican 
candidate Warren G. 
Harding was on record as 
opposing the League and 
further attempts to ratify 
the charter: "It will avail 
nothing to discuss in 
detail the League 
covenant, which was 
conceived for world 
super-government In the 
existing League of 
Nations, world governing 
with its super-powers, 
this Republic will have 
no part." 


He was opposed in the 
Republican primaries by 
General Leonard Wood, 
one of the Republican 
"warhawks," who was 

".. .backed by a powerful 
group of rich men who 
wish(ed) a military man 
in the White House." 


The American people, 
once again manifesting 
their disapproval of the 
League, voted for 


Harding as an evidence 
of that distrust and 
concern. Harding 
outpolled his opposition 
by a greater margin than 
did President Wilson who 
had "kept us out of the 
war" during the election 
of 1916. Wilson got only 
fifty-two percent of the 
vote, and Harding got 
sixty-four percent 


Harding was a supporter 
of William Howard Taft, 
the President who 
opposed the bankers and 
their Federal Reserve 
Bill. After his election, he 
named Harry M. 
Daugherty, Taft's 
campaign manager, as his 
Attorney General. 


His other Cabinet 
appointments were not as 
wise, however, as he 
unexplainably 
surrounded himself with 
men representing the oil 
industry. 


For instance: 


- his Secretary of 
State was Charles 
Evans Hughes, an 
attorney of Standard 
Oil; 

- his Secretary of the 
Treasury was 
Andrew Mellon, 
owner of Gulf Oil; 

- his Postmaster 
General was Will 
Hays, an attorney 
for Sinclair Oil; and 

- his Secretary of the 
Interior was Albert 
Fall, a protégé of the 
oil men. 


It was Mr. Fall who was 
to be President Harding's 
downfall, as he later 
accepted a bribe from 
Harry Sinclair in 
exchange for a lease of 
the Navy's oil reserves in 
Teapot Dome, Wyoming. 


There are many who 
believe that the scandal 
was intended to discredit 


the Harding 
administration in an 
attempt to remove him 
from office for two very 
important reasons: 


1. Harding was 
consistently vocal 
against the League 
of Nations, and there 
was still a chance 
that its supporters 
could get the United 
States to join as the 
League had survived 
the Senate's prior 
refusal to ratify the 
treaty, and 

2. Attorney General 
Daugherty had been 
prosecuting the oil 
trusts under the 
Sherman anti-trust 
laws. 


These activities did not 
please the oil interests 
who had created the 
Teapot Dome scandal. 
But Harding 
unfortunately did not live 


to see the full 


repercussions of the 
artificial scandal, as he 
died on August 2, 1923, 
before the story 
completely surfaced. 
(There are those who 
believe that there were 
some who couldn't wait 
for the Teapot Dome 
Scandal to remove 
President Harding, and 
that he was poisoned.) 


But the oil interests 
allowed it to completely 
play its course as a 
warning to future 
Presidents of the United 
States not to oppose the 
oil interests. 


The warning has been 
generally heeded. Not 
many have chosen to 
contend with the true 
rulers of the United 
States. 


Next: The true cause of 
World War 2 


Previous: The New 
World Order explained 


If you found this article 
interesting and want 
access to other carefully 
researched and well 
written articles, you 
might want to see what 
others are saying about 
the ThreeWorldWars 
newsletter. 
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World War 2 
The True Cause of World War 2 
Part 1 


Continues atPart 2. 


The date of September 1, 1939, when Germany invaded Poland, 
is remembered as the date the war started. But little is 
remembered about the date Russia also moved into Poland, on 
September 16,1939. The nation of Poland was now divided 
between these two war-time allies. 


It is interesting to notice what the responses of the major allied 
nations were to these two dates. When Germany entered the 
western portion of Poland, Britain and France declared war on 
Germany. But when Russia moved into eastern Poland, there 
was no war declaration by either nation. 


The Soviets caused one of the tragic events of history after they 
occupied their portion of Poland. They captured approximately 
10,000 Polish officers and brutally murdered them, most of 
them meeting their death in Katyn Forest near the Russian town 
of Smolensk. The traditional story about their deaths was that 
the officers had been killed by the German army, but now the 
evidence 1s clear that the Russians committed this crime. The 
other victims were taken aboard a barge which was towed out to 
sea and then sunk. 


Even with all of these efforts of the American businessman to 
construct the German war machine with the full knowledge and 
approval of President Roosevelt, he kept repeating that the 
nation would continue its "neutral" position: it would remain out 
of the war. On September 1, 1939, when the war started, he was 
asked by a reporter whether America would stay out of the war 
and Roosevelt replied: "... I believe we can, and every effort will 


be made by the Administration to do so." 


Roosevelt responded by appointing George Marshall, a CFR 
member, as Chief of Staff of the Army over General Douglas 
MacArthur, not a member of the CFR, and other senior officers. 


Others did not believe Roosevelt's claim that America would 
remain neutral. On September 12, 1939, Hans Thomson, the 
German charge d'affaires in Washington, cabled the German 
government: "... if defeat should threaten the Allies (Great 
Britain and France), Roosevelt is determined to go to war 
against Germany, even in the face of the resistance of his own 
country." 


But Germany's war efforts were still dependent on oil resources, 
and it came from a variety of sources, some external to the 
German border. Before Rumania was invaded by the Germans, 
it was selling oil to Germany. Life magazine of February 19, 
1940, has a picture of Rumanian oil being loaded into oil tank 
cars. The picture has a caption under it which reads, in part: "Oil 
for Germany moves in these tank cars of American Essolube 
and British Shell out of Creditui Minier yards near Ploesti 
(Rumania.) Notice that cars are marked for German-American 
Oil Co. and German Railways, consigned to Hamburg and 
Wuppertal in Germany. They were sent from Germany to speed 
up Rumanian oil shipments." This picture was taken after 
Germany had invaded Austria and Poland, yet American and 
British oil companies are transporting oil for the German 
government, (the tank cars in the picture are dearly marked 
"Essolube," and "Shell"). 


And other sources supplied oil as well. When the German air 


force ran short of fuel, this was generously supplied from the 
great refinery belonging to the Standard Oil Company situated 
on the island of Aruba via Spanish tankers. This occurred 
during the war itself, yet these tankers were not sunk by 
American submarines. 


Even with the purchases of oil from non-German sources, the 
major supplier of oil was still the cartel. The I.G. Farben- 
Standard Oil cooperation for production of synthetic oil from 
coal gave the I.G. Farben cartel a monopoly of German gasoline 
production during World War II. Just under one half of German 
high octane gasoline in 1945 was produced directly by IG. 
Farben, and most of the balance by its affiliated companies. 


But as the war in Europe continued, America's leaders were 
attempting to get America involved, even though the American 
people didn't want to become part of it Roosevelt, the 
presidential candidate, was promising the American people that 
the Roosevelt administration would remain neutral should he be 
re-elected. Others knew better. One, for instance, was General 
Hugh Johnson, who said: "I know of no well informed 
Washington observer who isn't convinced that, if Mr. Roosevelt 
is elected (in 1940), he will drag us into war at the first 
opportunity, and that, if none presents itself, he will make one." 


Roosevelt had two opportunities to involve America in World 
War II: Japan was at war with China, and Germany was at war 
with Great Britain, France and other countries. Both war zones 
presented plenty of opportunities to involve the American 
government in the war, and Roosevelt was quick to seize upon 
the opportunities presented. 


His first opportunity came from the war in the Pacific. It was in 
August, 1940, that the United States broke the Japanese "purple" 
war-time code. This gave the American government the ability 
to read and understand all of their recoverable war-time 
messages. Machines were manufactured to de-code Japan's 
messages, and they were sent all over the world, but none was 
sent to Pearl Harbor. 


Roosevelt's public efforts to involve America, while ostensibly 
remaining neutral, started in August, 1940, when the National 
Guard was voted into Federal service for one year. This was 
followed in September by the Selective Service Act, also for one 
year's duration. 


But the key to America's early involvement occurred on 
September 28, 1940, when Japan, Germany and Italy signed the 
Tripartite Treaty. This treaty required that any of the three 
nations had to respond by declaring war should any one of the 
other three be attacked by any of the Allied nations. This meant 
that should Japan attack the United States, and the United States 
responded by declaring war against Japan, it would 
automatically be at war with the other two nations, Germany 
and Italy. 


Roosevelt now knew that war with Japan meant war with 
Germany. His problem was solved. 


He had made secret commitments to Winston Churchill and the 
English government to become involved in the war against 


Germany and he knew that the only way he could fulfill his 
secret commitments to Churchill to get us into the war, without 
openly dishonoring his pledges to the American people to keep 
us out, was by provoking Germany or Japan to attack. 


Roosevelt moved towards the Pacific theater first, knowing that, 
if he could provoke Japan to attack America first, America 
would automatically be at war with Germany as well. He also 
knew that, should Germany attack America, Japan would have 
to declare war on America. So Roosevelt attempted to get either 
nation to attack the United States first. Japan was to get the first 
opportunity. 


In October, 1940, Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox sent for 
Admiral J.O. Richardson, Commander-in-Chief of the American 
fleet in the Pacific. Knox advised him that the President wanted 
him to establish a patrol of the 

Pacific f’A,A¢gA fA¢A¢a,-AjA, AA fA¢gA¢gaesA—A, Aga 
wall of American naval vessels stretched across the western 
Pacific in such a way as to make it impossible for Japan to reach 
any of her sources of supply; a blockade of Japan to prevent by 
force her use of any part of the Pacific Ocean. Richardson 
protested vigorously. He said that would be an act of war, and 
besides, we would lose our navy. Of course Roosevelt had to 
abandon it. 


This scene in history poses two rather interesting questions: 


1. Why did Roosevelt, the Commander-in-Chief of all armed 
forces, including the Navy, not directly order Admiral 
Richardson to do as he wished? Why did he choose to use 
his Secretary of the Navy to almost politely ask him to 


create the naval patrol? 


Is it possible that Roosevelt did not choose to use his 
supreme power because he knew that this was indeed an 
act of war and that he did not want to be identified as the 
originator of the plan. If Richardson had agreed to Knox's 
proposal, and Japan had attacked an American naval 
vessel, Roosevelt could have directly blamed the admiral 
for allowing the vessel to get into the position of being 
fired upon by the Japanese Navy in the first place. 


Roosevelt wanted a scapegoat and Richardson refused. 


2. Why did Roosevelt not replace the admiral with someone 
who would do exactly as he wished? 


It is possible that Roosevelt realized that Richardson now 
knew about the plan, and since he did not approve, he 
would be in a position to clearly identify Roosevelt as the 
source of the idea should the second admiral agree to it. 


Roosevelt did not want to jeopardize his carefully 
constructed image as a "dove" in the question of whether or 
not America should become involved in the war. 


It is important to remember that, in November, 1940, just after 
this incident, candidate Roosevelt told the American people: "I 
say to you fathers and mothers, and I will say it again and again 
and again, your boys will not be sent into foreign wars." 


Richardson later appraised his situation at Pearl Harbor and felt 
that his position was extremely precarious. He visited Roosevelt 
twice during 1940 to recommend that the fleet be withdrawn to 


the west coast of America, because: 


1. His ships were inadequately manned for war; 

2. The Hawaiian area was too exposed for Fleet training; and 

3. The Fleet defenses against both air and submarine attacks 
were far below the required standards of strength. 


That meant that the American government had done nothing to 
shore up the defenses of Pearl Harbor against an offshore attack 
since the naval manuevers of 1932 discovered just how 
vulnerable the island was. 


Richardson's reluctance to provide Roosevelt's incident for the 
United States to enter the war, and his concern about the status 
of the Fleet, led to his being unexpectedly relieved of the Fleet 
command in January, 1941. 


The American Ambassador to Tokyo, Joseph C. Grew, was one 
of the first to officially discover that Pearl Harbor was the 
intended target of the Japanese attack, as he corresponded with 
President Roosevelt's State Department on January 27, 1941: 
"The Peruvian minister has informed a member of my staff that 
he had heard from many sources, including a Japanese source, 
that, in the event of trouble breaking out between the United 
States and Japan, the Japanese intended to make a surprise 
attack against Pearl Harbor...." 


In March 1941, President Roosevelt was still hoping for an 
incident involving the United States and Germany, according to 
Harold Ickes, Roosevelt's Secretary of the Interior. He reported: 
"At dinner on March 24, he [Roosevelt] remarked that 'things 
are coming to a head; Germany will be making a blunder soon. ' 


There could be no doubt of the President's scarcely concealed 
desire that there might be an incident which would justify our 
declaring a state of war against Germany...." 


Roosevelt and Churchill had conspired together to incite an 
incident to allow America's entry into the war. According to 
Churchill, The President had said that he would wage war but 
not declare it, and that he would become more and more 
provocative. If the Germans did not like it, they could attack 
American forces. 


The United States Navy was taking over the convoy route to 
Iceland. 


The President's orders to these escorts were to attack any U-boat 
which showed itself, even if it were two or three hundred miles 
away from the convoy.... 


Everything was to be done to force "an incident". 


Hitler would be faced with the dilemma of either attacking the 
convoys and dashing with the United States Navy or holding 
off, thus "giving us victory in the Battle of the Atlantic. It might 
suit us in six or eight weeks to provoke Hitler by taunting him 
with this difficult choice." 


But Hitler was attempting to avoid a confrontation with the 
United States. He had told his naval commanders at the end of 
July [1941] to avoid incidents with the United States while the 
Eastern campaign [the war against Russia] was still in 
progress .... A month later these orders were still in force. 


Churchill even wrote to Roosevelt after the German ship the 


Bismarck sank the British ship the Hood, recommending in 
April, 1941: "... that an American warship should find the Prinz 
Eugen (the escort to the Bismarck) then draw her fire, 'thus 
providing the incident for which the United States would be so 
thankful,' 1.e., bring her into the war." 


Hitler was not as wise in other matters. He attacked his "ally" 
Russia on June 22, 1941, even though Germany and Russia had 
signed a treaty not to declare war on each other. 


With this action, the pressure to get the United States involved 
in the war really accelerated. Roosevelt, on June 24, 1941, told 
the American people: "Of course we are going to give all the aid 
that we possibly can to Russia." 


And an American program of Lend-Lease began, supplying 
Russia enormous quantities of war materials, all on credit. 


So with Hitler pre-occupied with the war against Russia and 
refusing to involve himself with the Americans on the open sea, 
Roosevelt had to turn his attentions back to Japan for the 
incident he needed. 


The next step was to assist other countries, the English and the 
Dutch, to embargo oil shipments to Japan in an attempt to force 
them into an incident that would enable the United States to 
enter the war. 


Japan, as a relatively small island, and with no oil industry to 


speak of, had to look elsewhere for its oil, and this was the 
reason for the proposed embargo. It was thought that this action 
would provoke Japan into an incident. Ex-President Herbert 
Hoover also saw the manipulations leading to war and he 
warned the United States in August, 1941: "The American 
people should insistently demand that Congress put a stop to 
step-by-step projection of the United States into undeclared 
war... ." 


But the Congress wasn't listening. 
Continued at Part 2... 
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World War 3: 
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already been 
achieved, and the 
Third and final 
World War 
envisions an attack 
on Iraq, Iran and/or 
Syria as being the 
trigger to set the 
entire Middle East 
into fiery 
conflagration. Once 
America is firmly 
entrenched into the 
Middle East with the 
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Coverage 
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majority of her first- 
line units, North 
Korea is to attack 
South Korea. Then, 
with America's 
forces stretched well 
beyond the limit, 
China is to invade 
Taiwan. This will 
usher in the start of 
World War Three. 


World War 
Definition: 


What constitutes a 
'world war’? How 
many countries need 
to be involved? And 
who decides at 
which point a 
number of regional 
skirmishes can be 
grouped together 
and called a World 
War? At the time, 
who called the 
official start of 
World War 1 and 
World War 2? 
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noticed that although |today. 


the term "World War 
Three' is freely used 
in the alternative 
press and on the 
Internet, all the 
major news 
networks have 
stoically avoided 
using any phrase 
reminiscent of 
World War. 


Since it's difficult to 
find a definition for 
an event which has 
only happened twice 
in modern history, 
here's my attempt at 
an answer to the 
question 'what 
constitutes a world 
war'? 


A World War is a 
military conflict 
spanning more than 
2 continents, in 
which at least 20 
major countries 
participate in an 
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Today is Thursday, 
May 10, 2018, 
which is 5530 days 
since the start of 
World War 3 on 
March 20, 2003 and 
6085 days since the 
terrorist attacks of 


September 11, 2001. 


— 


attack against a 
common enemy, and 
which has the 
attention of the man- 
in-the-street due to 
the significant loss 
of life. 


With that definition, 
we can agree that 
WWI and WW2 
were in fact World 
Wars (both wars 
involved some 
degree of 
participation from 
most of the world's 
then existing 
countries: Britain, 
France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, the 
United States and 
the Soviet 

Union). We can also 
agree that we are 
very close to 
achieving World 
War 3. The only 
requirement left to 
fulfill the start of 
WWS3 is that of a 


military conflict 
spanning more than 
2 continents. As 
soon as Israel attacks 
Palestine, or North 
Korea attacks South 
Korea or the US, or 
China invades 
Taiwan, we will 
have the next World 
War well underway. 


World War 3 
Timeline 


These are, I believe, 
the stages of the 
planned Third 
World War: 


- Prelude - The 
events leading 
up to the start 
of World War 
Three, 
including Sept 
11, 2001. 

- Act1-The 
Middle 
East. Widespre 
ad conflict to 


bring the entire 
region into the 
flames of war, 
possibly 
triggered by 
lran or militants 
in Pakistan 
using North 
Korean 
supplied 
nuclear 

arms. The first 
Scene in this 
Act is the US 
Invasion of Iraq 
on March 20, 
2003. 

Act 2 - Israel at 
War -- Against 
her Arab 
neighbors, 
possibly 
Palestine. A 
Palestinian 
State will be 
established, so 
that all Israelis 
will be fully 
separated from 


Palestinians 
(listen out for 
mention of a 7- 
year treaty to 
be confirmed 
by a World 
Leader - 
probably Bush), 
only for Israel 
to viciously 
attack Palestine 
shortly 
thereafter. 
Act 3 - Far East 
-- "Hair-raising 
nuclear 
confrontation 
that threatens 
mankind's 
existence" - 
Peter 
Lemesurier, 
author of The 
Armageddon 
Script, p. 223, 
written in 
1981. Includes 
China invading 
Taiwan anda 


nuclear 
eruption on the 
Korean 
Peninsula. 

~ Act 4- Erosion 
of Confidence 
in 'The System’ 
so severe 
citizens will be 
panicked into 
giving up 
liberties and 
Constitutional 
form of 
government. T 
he plan calls for 
the dissolution 
of the US 
Constitution, 
triggered bya 
significant 
enough 
‘terrorist’ 
attack. The 
ultimate intent 
is to introduce 
a global 
government 
and one-world 


religion. 


- Act 5 - The 


collapse of the 
US, and other 
Western 
economies and 
morals. 


e Act 6 - 


Significant 
population 
reduction using 
natural and 
man-made 
disasters. 


- Curtain. Who 


can tell how 
this war will 
end? 


Both Biblical 
prophecy and the 
Illuminati plan state 
that Israel is the key. 
The Third World 
War is planned to 
begin when Israel 
goes to war against 
her Arab enemies. 
Then, and only then, 
will all the other 


elements begin to 
occur and they will 
do so in rapid 
succession. The plan 
is to have one 
disaster following 
another in such rapid 
succession that, 
before people can 
mentally and 
emotionally handle 
one disastrous news 
event, they will be 
hit with another. It 
is also accurate to 
say that until ALL of 
the elements for 
WW3 are in place, 
the plan will not 
commence. 


While it would be 
naive to suggest a 
specific timeline for 
the events leading up 
to and including 
World War 3, we do 
know that the plans 
for World War 3 are 
well advanced, and 
our leaders involved 


in this secret plan 
are waiting only for 
the right signal 
before all-out war 
begins. 


We are in the last 
stages of the 
preparation to so 
globalize the world 
that the Masonic 
New Age Christ 
(Antichrist) can 
appear to receive all 
the political and 
economic power of 
the world's rulers. 
This is the Illuminati 
plan and Biblical 
prophecy 
(Revelation 17:12- 
17). 


In the words of Peter 
Lemesurier, author 
of The Armageddon 
Script: 


"Their script is now 
written, subject only 
to last-minute 
editing and stage- 


directions. The 
stage itself, albeit in 
darkness, is almost 
ready. Down in the 
pit, the subterranean 
orchestra is already 
tuning up. The last- 
minute, walk-on 
parts are even now 
being filled. Most of 
the main actors, one 
suspects, have 
already taken up 
their roles. Soon it 
will be time for them 
to come on stage, 
ready for the curtain 
to rise. The time for 
action will have 
come." 


Ladies and 
Gentlemen, please 
take your seats and 
welcome on stage 
the players of this 
Grand Play: 


World War Three! 


Intro | Prelude | Act I 
| Act II | Act III | Act 


IV | Act V | Act VI 


World War 3 
Statistics 


For a detailed look 
at WW3 statistics, 
including the 
running cost of 
World War Three, 
the number of lives 
lost and the 
countries involved in 
World War Three, 
please see our World 
War 

Overview. Further 
details will be added 
as events dictate. 


If you found this 
article interesting 
and want access to 
other carefully 
researched and well 
written articles, you 
might want to see 
what others are 
saying about the 
Three WorldWars 
newsletter. 


On War 

Never think that 
war, no matter how 
necessary, nor how 
justified, is not a 
crime. 

- Ernest 
Hemingway 


What difference 
does it make to the 
dead, the orphans, 
and the homeless, 
whether the mad 
destruction 1s 
wrought under the 
name of 
totalitarianism or 


Next: How the 
tragic events of 911 
fit in with the 
planned World War 
3. 
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the holy name of 
liberty and 
democracy? 

- Gandhi 


Never, never, never 
believe any war 
will be smooth and 
easy, or that 
anyone who 
embarks on the 
strange voyage can 
measure the tides 
and hurricanes he 
will encounter. The 
statesman who 
yields to war fever 
must realize that 
once the signal is 
given, he is no 
longer the master 
of policy but the 
slave of 
unforeseeable and 
uncontrollable 
events. 

- Winston 
Churchill 
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| September 11, 1990 -- 1, | 
President George Bush | _ 


[Senior] gives a speech to 
a joint session of the U.S. 


Congress entitled, Sponsored Links: 


"Toward A New World 
Order". 


July 12, 2001 -- A full 
two months before the 
September 11 attack, a 
Russian expert, Tatyana 
Koryagina, "a senior 
research fellow in the 
Institute of 
Macroeconomic 
Researches subordinated 
to Russian Ministry of 
Economic Development", 
warned of an attack in 
America: "Besides 
bombs and missiles, there 
are other kinds of 
weaponry, much more 
destructive ones... . The 
U.S. is engaged in a 
mortal economic 

game ... There is a 
shadow economy, 
shadow politics and also 
a shadow history, known 
to conspirologists. There 
are (unseen) forces acting 
in the world, unstoppable 
for (most powerful) 
countries and even 
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crisis will spread over the which is 5530 days 
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remind us of the blast of World War 3 on 

a huge nuclear bomb." March 20, 2003 and 
This speech has proven 6085 days since the 
prescient, given the state terrorist attacks of 
of the global economy in September 11, 2001. 
2009. 


September 11, 2001 -- 
Eleven years to the day 
after President Bush's 
speech, the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon 
are attacked. 


September 13, 2001 -- 
Deputy Defense 
Secretary Paul Wolfowitz 
says the retaliation would 
be continued until the 
roots of terrorism are 
destroyed. "These people 
try to hide. They won't be 
able to hide forever ... 
They think their harbors 
are safe, but they won't 
be safe forever ... it's not 
simply a matter of 
capturing people and 


holding them 
accountable, but 
removing the sanctuaries, 
removing the support 
systems, ending states 
who sponsor terrorism.' 


October 11, 2001 -- Tom 
Brokaw announces the 
world now has formed 
into the New World 
Order. 


October 26, 2001 -- 
President Bush signs 
legislation into law that 
gives Federal 
Government dictatorial 
powers and severely -- if 
not fatally -- erodes 
individual liberties and 
rights. 


November 2001 -- 
January 2002 - Bush 
foreign policy and 
security advisers, 
including Richard Perle, 
Paul Wolfowitz, and 
Condoleeza Rice, say 
Saddam poses the 
greatest danger to the 


U.S. and should be the 
next target in the war on 
terrorism. Unnamed 
diplomatic and Pentagon 
sources say through press 
reports that the CIA and 
Defense Department are 
making plans for an Iraqi 
military campaign. The 
president remarks that 
Saddam will "find out" 
the consequences of 
refusing to allow United 
Nations weapons 
inspectors to return to 
Iraq. [Sources: 
Washington Times, USA 
Today, New York Times 
and the Observer (U.K.)] 


Dec. 5, 2001 -- Members 
of Congress John 
McCain, Richard Shelby, 
Jesse Helms, Henry 
Hyde, Harold Ford Jr., 
Joseph Lieberman, Trent 
Lott, Benjamin Gilman, 
and Sam Brownback 
send President Bush a 
letter urging military 


action against Iraq. 


January 29, 2002 -- 
Bush, in his State of the 
Union Address, lists Iraq, 
Iran and North Korea as 
constituting an 'axis of 
evil, arming to threaten 
the peace of the world. 
By seeking weapons of 
mass destruction, these 
regimes pose a grave and 
growing danger’. 


February 2002 -- Vice 
President Dick Cheney 
prepares to visit the 
Middle Eastern nations of 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
Turkey, and Kuwait, all 
of which border Iraq. On 
Cheney's trip Bush 
remarks, "There's nothing 
like looking somebody in 
the eye and letting them 
know that when we say 
we're going to fight 
terror, we mean it." Also 
in February on a trip to 
Japan, Bush reportedly 
tells the Japanese prime 


minister "We'll attack 
Iraq. We'll do it 
definitely."[Sources: The 
Guardian (U.K.), Kyodo 
News | 


March 11-13, 2002 --As 
Cheney travels on his 
Middle East trip, the 
leaders of Turkey and 
Jordan, two scheduled 
stops on the vice 
president's travel agenda, 
warn a U.S. attack on 
Iraq could destabilize the 
region. Cheney first 
arrives in London, where 
British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair pledges 
support for expanding 
America's war against 
terrorism to other nations. 
Jordan's King Abdullah 
meets with Cheney and 
states publicly that he 
does not support a U.S. 
strike against Iraq. 
[Source: Washington 
Post| 


March 14, 2002 -- 


President Bush gives his 
first press conference 
since 9-11 and says, "all 
options are on the table," 
including nuclear 
weapons, to confront 
states that threaten to use 
weapons of mass 
destruction. Saddam 
Hussein "1s a problem, 
and we're going to deal 
with him." [Source: 
Washington Post] 


May 24, 2002 -- The six 
members of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, who are 
the highest ranking 
members of the U.S. 
armed forces, publicly 
criticize the president's 
desire for a swift strike 
against Iraq. The military 
commanders express 
fears that an early 
invasion would result in 
many American 
casualties, and that a 
cornered Saddam 
Hussein would not 
hesitate to use biological 


or chemical weapons. 
[Source: London 
Telegraph| 


July 9, 2002 -- Bush tells 
reporters, "It is the stated 
policy of this government 
to have a regime change 
[in Iraq], and we'll use all 
the tools at our disposal 
to do so." [Source: 
Associated Press| 


July - September 2002 - 
- On numerous occasions, 
former U.N. Iraqi 
weapons inspector Scott 
Ritter criticizes the Bush 
Administration for its 
Iraq policy. Ritter 
maintains that Saddam's 
military capability is 
negligible and Bush 
wants to invade Iraq for 
political purposes. 
[Sources: CNN, 
Washington Post, New 
York Times] 


Aug. 18, 2002 -- Richard 
Perle is quoted in a 
Washington Post story by 


political reporter Dana 
Milbank headlined, 
"White House Push for 
Iraqi Strike Is on Hold." 
The subhead reads, 
"Waiting to Make Case 
for Action Allows 
Invasion Opponents to 
Dominate Debate." Perle 
says, "Timing 1s 
everything when you do 
this. If you launched [a 
public campaign] too far 
in advance and nothing 
followed, that would 
raise questions and fuel a 
debate that would not be 
helpful to the 
administration...If you 
join the debate now, but 
don't act for months, you 
pay a worse price." 


Sept. 8, 2002 -- The 
United Kingdom's 
Independent reports 
"more than 100 U.S. and 
British aircraft attacked 
Iraqi air installations last 
week in the biggest raid 
for more than three 


years." [Source: The 


Independent (U.K.) | 


September 12, 2002 -- 
Bush tells UN that Iraq is 
a "grave and gathering 
danger" and that the US 
"will not allow any 
terrorist or tyrant to 
threaten civilisation with 
weapons of mass 
murder". 


Sept. 13, 2002 -- Reps. 
Jim McDermott, D- 
Wash., and Dennis 
Kucinich, D-Ohio, 
declare Saddam's efforts 
to amass weapons of 
mass destruction pose no 
immediate threat to the 
U.S., and Bush' real 
motive for a military 
strike is to make a grab 
for Iraqi oil. "Oil is a 
factor. How much [of a 
factor] is anybody's 
guess, but to discount it 
as a factor 1s, I think, 
misleading," said 
Kucinich. "It's not a 


conspiracy theory to 
bring it in because, after 
all, it is the second largest 
oil supply in the world." 
[Source: CNN] 


Sept. 16, 2002 -- Nelson 
Mandela increases his 
verbal offensive against 
the Bush Administration 
hawks. "What right has 
Bush to say that Iraq's 
offer is not genuine?" 
asked Mandela. "We 
must condemn that very 
strongly. No country, 
however strong, 1s 
entitled to comment 
adversely in the way the 
U.S. has done. They 
think they're the only 
power in the world. 
They're not and they're 
following a dangerous 
policy. One country 
wants to bully the world." 
[Source: BBC] 


Sept. 19, 2002 -- 
President Bush submits a 
draft of a congressional 


resolution authorizing 
him to take military 
action against Iraq. 
Senate Majority Leader 
Tom Daschle, D-S.D., 
predicts Congress will 
vote on the resolution 
before November 
elections. The draft 
resolution says, "The 
president 1s authorized to 
use all means that he 
determines to be 
appropriate, including 
force, in order to enforce 
the United Nations 
Security Council 
resolutions [pertaining to 
Iraq], defend the national 
security interests of the 
United States against the 
threat posed by Iraq, and 
restore international 
peace and security in the 
region." [Source: 
Washington Post] 


Sept. 24, 2002 -- Tony 
Blair unveils a dossier of 
evidence on Saddam 
Hussein's possession of 


weapons of mass 


destruction. The dossier, 
based on British and U.S. 
intelligence, was 
criticized for not 
revealing convincing 
evidence pointing to the 
need for Saddam's 
immediate removal. 
[Source: Associated 
Press| 


Sept. 27, 2002 -- The 
International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) 
announces that the Bush 
Administration cited a 
non-existent report said 
to be from 1998 on Iraq's 
supposed imminent 
nuclear capability. 
"There's never been a 
report like that issued 
from this agency," said 
Mark Gwozdecky, an 
IAEA spokesman. 
[Source: Washington 
Times | 


Sept. 28, 2002 -- Up to 
400,000 protesters march 


against war in Iraq in 
central London. 


Oct. 1, 2002 (Time 
approximate 12:00 
EDT) - In Vienna, Hans 
Blix, the head U.N. 
weapons inspector, 
announces a tentative 
agreement with Iraq to 
allow inspectors to return 
beginning in two weeks. 
Search protocols of 
Hussein's Presidential 
palaces remain 
unresolved. Source: 
Washington Post] 


Oct. 1, 2002 (Time 
approximate 16:30 EDT) 
-- Within hours of the 
Blix announcement 
President Bush reacts 
negatively to the 
agreement reached 
between Iraq and 
weapons inspectors. 
"We're just not going to 
accept something that is 
weak," he said. Bush 
urges the U.N. to "put 


some calcium in the 


backbone" of an 
alternative resolution for 
dealing with Iraq. On an 
alternative congressional 
resolution drafted by 
Senators Biden and 
Lugar of the Senate 
Foreign Relations 
Committee, Bush says, "I 
don't want a resolution 
that ties my hands...What 
I won't accept is 
something that allows 
Saddam Hussein to 
continue to lie, deceive 
the world," Bush said. 
"T'm just not going to 
accept something that is 
weak. It's not worth it - 
the United Nations must 
show its backbone and 
we'll work with members 
of the Security Council to 
put a little calcium there, 
put some calcium in the 
backbone, so this 
organization is more 
likely to keep the peace 
as we go down the road." 
[Sources: Washington 


Post, Associated Press| 
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World War 3 Statistics 


For a detailed look at 
WWS3 statistics, including 
the running cost of World 
War Three, the number 
of lives lost and the 
countries involved in 
World War Three, please 
see our World War 
Overview. Further 
details will be added as 
events dictate. 


If you found this article 
interesting and want 
access to other carefully 
researched and well 
written articles, you 
might want to see what 


others are saying about 
the ThreeWorldWars 
newsletter. 


Next: How the tragic 
events of 911 fit in with 
the planned World War 
3. 
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advice on how 
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April 12, 2003 -- "Ina 
unique meeting in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, the 
leaders of Russia, France, 
and Germany meet to 
deliver a very somber Gee of 
warning against President contusion and 
Bush. Russia's President Bele. 

Putin delivers the key 
summation: 'We are not 
going to export capitalist, 
democratic revolutions. If 
we do, we're going to end 
up on a slippery slope to 
non-ending military 
conflicts. We can't let 


IT will also rush you 
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April 17, 2003 -- The US Subscription Option 


issues an impossible Why others 
ultimatum to Syria subscribe 
demanding: Y our privacy 


respected 


- the release of all 
Weapons of Mass 
Destruction hidden 
by Saddam in Syria; Today is Thursday, 

. the return to Iraq of May 10, 2018, 
all officials of the which is 5530 days 


Saddam regime since the start of 
granted asylum; World War 3 on 


. the disbanding of March 20, 2003 and 
command structures 6085 days since the 
of the Hizballah, terrorist attacks of 
Hamas, Jihad Islami September 11, 2001. 
and other Palestinian 
terrorist groups. 


April 17, 2003 -- The 


United States bolsters its 


military presence near the 
Iraqi-Syrian border. U.S. 
officials say Central 
Command has ordered a 
build-up of assets in 
western Iraq. They say 
the build-up is centered at 
Al Rutba and includes 
M1A1 main battle tanks, 
AH-64A attack 
helicopters and A-10 
ground-support fighter- 
jets. 


April 17, 2003 -- Bechtel 
Corp., the San Francisco 
construction giant, wins a 
contract worth up to $680 
million to rebuild Iraqi 
roads, schools, sewers 
and hospitals damaged in 
the war. 


May 01, 2003 -- 
President Bush lands on 
the aircraft carrier, 
Abraham Lincoln, at 
3:33pm to declare the 
major combat phase in 
the Iraqi War over, 
exactly 42 days after the 


war started. In his speech 
he says, "The battle of 
Iraq is one victory in a 
war on terror that began 
on September the 11, 
2001 -- and still goes 
on... From Pakistan to the 
Philippines to the Horn of 
Africa, we are hunting 
down al Qaeda killers... 
The liberation of Iraq is a 
crucial advance in the 
campaign against terror... 
Our war against terror is 
proceeding according to 
principles that I have 
made clear to all: Any 
person involved in 
committing or planning 
terrorist attacks against 
the American people 
becomes an enemy of this 
country, and a target of 
American justice. Any 
person, organization, or 
government that 
supports, protects, or 
harbors terrorists is 
complicit in the murder 
of the innocent, and 
equally guilty of terrorist 


crimes. Any outlaw 
regime that has ties to 
terrorist groups and seeks 
Or possesses weapons of 
mass destruction is a 
grave danger to the 
civilized world -- and 
will be confronted." 


World War 3 - Act I, 
Scene Il: Victory 
Declared - Ongoing 
Hostilities 


December 13, 2003 -- In 
one of the greatest PsyOp 
exercises of all time, 
Saddam is captured while 
the dreaded Patriot Act I 
is quietly signed into 
power. 


January 18, 2004 -- 
Suicide car bombing near 
main gate to U.S.-led 
coalition's headquarters 
in Baghdad kills at least 
31 people. 


February 1, 2004 -- 


Twin suicide bombers 
kill 109 people in two 
Kurdish party offices in 
Irbil. 


February 10, 2004 -- A 
suicide bomber detonates 
a truckload of explosives 
outside a police station in 
Iskandariyah, killing 53 
people. 


February 11, 2004 -- A 
suicide attacker blows up 
a car packed with 
explosives in a crowd of 
Iraqis waiting outside an 
army recruiting center in 
Baghdad, killing 47. 


March 2, 2004 -- In the 
deadliest attack since the 
fall of Saddam Hussein, 
suicide bombers strike 
Shiite Muslim shrines 
and kill 185 Iraqi 
religious pilgrims in 
Baghdad and Karbala. 


March 22, 2004 -- 
Exactly 11 days after the 
Madrid bombings, Israel 


assassinates the 
quadriplegic, partially 
blind elderly Muslim 
clerical founder of 
Hamas, Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin. In a region 
which has become a 
hotbed of political rage, 
could this assassination 
become the equivalent to 
the assassination of the 
Austrian Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand which ignited 
World War I? 


March 31, 2004 -- In an 
apparent retaliation, nine 
Americans died in and 
around Fallujah 30 miles 
west of Baghdad in a 
particularly horrendous 
spasm of blood-letting 
Wednesday, March 31. 
Exactly one week after 
assuming responsibility 
for the most intractable 
town in Iraq in a troop 
rotation, the California- 
based Ist Marine 
Expeditionary Force 
suffered the loss of five 


men in a single attack: a 
bomb exploded under 
their vehicle in a village 
near Fallujah. Inside the 
city, gunmen attacked 
two civilian cars carrying 
four US civilian 
contractors. The cars 
were torched by a 
dancing lynch mob which 
screaming Islamic 
slogans dragged the 
bodies through the city, 
dismembered and 
decapitated them and 
hanged them by their 
feet. DEBKAfile. For 
extremely graphic and 
disturbing pictures of 
what happened, see 
rumormillnews.com 


March 31, 2004 -- In the 
first year of war in Iraq, 
the military makes 
18,004 medical 
evacuations during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
the Pentagon's top health 
official told Congress. 
The new data, through 


March 13, is nearly two- 


thirds higher than the 
11,200 evacuations 
through Feb. 5 cited in 
February to Congress by 
the same 

official. DEBKAfile. 


April 21, 2004 -- Five 
suicide bombings near 
police stations and police 
academy in southern city 
of Basra kill at least 74 
and wound 160. 


April 24, 2004 -- A 
roadside bomb hits a bus 
south of Baghdad, killing 
13. 


April 30, 2004 -- A New 
Yorker article appears 
exposing mistreatment at 
Abu Ghraib prison in 
Baghdad. Soon after, 
similar stories start 
breaking about British 
troops engaging in the 
same activities. Details 
of prisoner abuse, torture 
and rape are plastered all 
over the media, ina 


seeming attempt to fulfill 
part of an overall plan to 
enrage specific Muslim 
sensibilities in order to 
provoke war. See a 
Timeline of events 
leading up to the torture. 


May 11, 2004 -- A video 
airing on an Islamic 
militant website shows a 
man who identifies 
himself as Nick Berg 
from Philadelphia. The 
video shows the man 
being beheaded. The 
website says he was 
executed in revenge for 
the abuse of Iraqi 
prisoners. All indications 
are that the video is 
purely a psy-op exercise 
designed to shock and 
scare Americans. 


May 17, 2004 -- A 
suicide car bomber kills 
Izzadine Saleem, 
president of the Iraqi 
Governing Council, and 
eight others including the 


bomber outside the Green 
Zone. 


June 1, 2004 --A 
roadside bomb explodes 
near U.S. base in the 
northern town of Beij1, 
killing 11 Iraqis and 
wounding more than 22 
people, including two 
U.S. soldiers. 


June 1, 2004 -- A Sunni 
Governing Council Chief 
is named the new Iraqi 
President after the U.S.- 
backed candidate refused 
the post. 


The Iranian supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei dismissed 
Iraq’s new caretaker 
administration a few days 
later as a 'lackey' 
government at the beck 
and call of the United 
States. 'Humiliating Iraqi 
men, raping Iraqi women, 
breaking down the doors 
of Iraqi homes and 
installing a lackey 


government, that’s what 
happens when you 
remove the clergy from 
politics', Khamenei said 
in a keynote speech 
marking the 15th 
anniversary of the death 
of his predecessor 
Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. 


June 6, 2004 -- A car 
bomb explodes near the 
entrance to an American- 
run base at Taji north of 
Baghdad, killing at least 
nine people and 
wounding 30 others, 
including three U.S. 
soldiers. 


June 8, 2004 -- A car 
bomb explodes outside a 
U.S. base in Baqouba, 
killing one U.S. soldier 
and five Iraqis. Fifteen 
Iraqis and 10 U.S. 
soldiers are wounded. A 
second car bomb 
explodes in Mosul, 
killing nine people and 


injuring 25. 


June 13, 2004 -- A 
suicide car-bomber kills 
12 people and wounds 13 
near a U.S. garrison in 
Baghdad. 


June 14, 2004 -- A car 
bomb rips through 
convoy in Baghdad, 
killing 13 people, 
including an American, 
two Britons and a 
Frenchman. At least 62 
wounded. 


June 17, 2004 -- A sport 
utility vehicle packed 
with artillery shells slams 
into a crowd waiting to 
volunteer for the Iraqi 
military, killing at least 
35 people and wounding 
at least 138. 


June 18, 2004 -- The 
second apparent 
beheading of an 
American - Paul M. 
Johnson Jr., previously 
taken hostage by 


terrorists. Gruesome 
photographs were 
apparently published on 
an Al Qaeda Web site. 


June 22, 2004 -- 
Militants behead Kim 
Sun-il in Iraq after Seoul 
refused their demand to 
withdraw its troops and 
scrap plans to send 
additional troops. 
chosun.com 


June 24, 2004 -- 
Insurgents launched 
fierce attacks that killed 
about 100 people in five 
Iraqi cities, wreaking 
havoc just days from the 
handover of power. The 
worst attacks were in the 
city of Mosul, where at 
least 62 people died and 
220 were hurt in a series 
of car bombings, the US 
military said. More than 
40 people died in 
Baquba, Ramadi, Falluja 
and Baghdad, in what 
appeared to be 


coordinated attacks. 


September 18, 2004 -- 
"Iraq had no WMD: the 
final verdict", by Julian 
Borger in Washington, 
(London). "The 
comprehensive 15-month 
search for weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq 
has concluded that the 
only chemical or 
biological agents that 
Saddam Hussein's regime 
was working on before 
last year's invasion were 
small quantities of 
poisons, most likely for 
use in assassinations. A 
draft of the Iraq Survey 
Group's final report 
circulating in Washington 
found no sign of the 
alleged illegal stockpiles 
that the US and Britain 
presented as the 
justification for going to 
war, nor did it find any 
evidence of efforts to 
reconstitute Iraq's nuclear 
weapons programme... 


President George Bush 


now admits that 
stockpiles have not been 
found in Iraq but claimed 
that "Saddam Hussein 
had the capability of 
making weapons, and he 
could have passed that 
capability on to the 
enemy". 


November 8, 2004 -- 
5,000 US-led troops kick 
off Operation Plymouth 
Rock, in which 116 
suspected insurgents are 
captured. 


December 11, 2004 -- 
"U.S. deserter numbers 
reach 5,500", Big News 
Network.com. "Since the 
war Started in Iraq, the 
Pentagon says 5,500 U.S. 
soldiers have deserted, 
with some of them 
seeking refugee status in 
Canada, CBS reported... 
Meanwhile, other 
soldiers who were denied 
conscientious objector 


status are using the 
Internet to locate 
Vietnam-era resisters 
who assist and even drive 
objectors to Canada, CBS 
said." No doubt because 
of the poor conditions 
coalition forces are 
expected to operate in. 
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For a more detailed 
timeline, covering 28 
April 2003 to 16 April 
2004, see Iraq Timeline. 


See also Iraq Attacks at a 
Glance 


World War 3 Statistics 


>For a detailed look at 
WWS3 statistics, including 
the running cost of World 
War Three, the number 
of lives lost and the 
countries involved in 
World War Three, please 
see our World War 
Overview. Further 
details will be added as 
events dictate. 


If you found this article 
interesting and want 
access to other carefully 
researched and well 
written articles, you 
might want to see what 
others are saying about 
the ThreeWorldWars 
newsletter. 


Next: How the tragic 
events of 911 fit in with 
the planned World War 
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All this terror, bloodshed, | * “Sense of 


and military retaliation, sanity amidst 


has turned the entire a Sed of 
region into a literal confusion and 
tinderbox, awaiting just panic. 


the right spark to set the 
Middle East ablaze. The |! Will also rush you 
Muslim world intends for 2 FREE meee 
the Israeli-Palestinian SmuSmcnem The 
conflict to be set ablaze Police plate 

as part of their overall Roadmap". A 
effort to defeat both 200-page book 
Israel and her major ally - See the 

- the United States. This “™°r themes of the 


plan was boldly ew World Order 
enunciated by Iranian as they have 
nfolded 


leaders in March , 
2002. As Coalition _(Sl0bally. Its my 
Forces were fighting Bitte Oe sues 
furiously in the southern eo se alae 


portion of Iraq, key Arab 


leaders in the region 
announced plans to use 
Iraq as a "Swamp" in GHEE . 
which to tie down Subscription Option 
superior American forces Why others 

and then light "many subscribe 

fires" in the entire Middle /¥OUr Privacy 

East region, including respected 


Israel. (Jerusalem Post). 


Why is this story worthy +, day is Thursday, 
of an Act all of its own? May 10, 2018, 


It's clear to see thatno = Which is 5530 days 
nation in the Middle since the start of 


East really wants a World War 3 on 
Palestinian State. March 20, 2003 and 
Therefore, why have 6085 days since the 
American Presidents terrorist attacks of 


from Nixon to George W. September 11, 2001. 
Bush spent so much time, 

energy, and diplomatic 

power behind trying to [ 

set up a state within a 

state that no one wants? 


In forcefully heralding a 
Palestinian State, both 
Israel and the United 
States can tell the rest of 
the world that, if the 
Palestinians had just 


wanted peace, - and had 


stopped the terror attacks 
- they could have 
achieved it through the 
newly created Palestinian 
State. The US and Israel 
will be able to state that 
continued Palestinian 
terrorism just pushed 
Israel too far, and "they 
had it coming". This will 
be the excuse when Israel 
attacks and completely 
destroys Palestine. 


Let's follow the play and 
see what happens... 


March - June, 2002 -- 
After waves of suicide 
attacks early in the year, 
Israel re-occupied almost 
all of the West Bank in 
March, and again in June. 
For most of 2002, 
Palestinian cities were 
regularly raided, 
remained cut off from 
each other, surrounded 
and under curfew for 


long periods of time. 


April 2002 -- Israeli 
forces entered and 
captured the refugee 
camp in northern West 
Bank city of Jenin. The 
Palestinians claimed 
massacre. The Israeli 
army, which took heavy 
casualties, said it met 
heavy organized 
resistance, and insisted 
that 52 Palestinians were 
killed. 


May 2002 -- In May, a 
five-week standoff at 
Bethlehem's Church of 
the Nativity ended when 
13 Palestinian militants 
were sent into exile. A 
large group of 
Palestinians had taken 
refuge in the church 
when Israeli troops 
moved into the town. 


March 30, 2003 -- A 
convoy of diplomatic 
vehicles arrives at 
Sharon's house in 


Jerusalem at 3:30pm, 


local time to formally 
present him with a long- 
awaited internationally 
backed Mideast peace 
plan, which foresees a 
Palestinian state 
established within Israel's 
borders no later than 
2005, provided the 
Palestinians permanently 
cease their terror 
campaign. 3:30 on 
03/03/2003 - are all those 
threes coincidental? 


March 30, 2003 -- As if 
to underscore the 
Palestinians' defiance 
against the Peace Plan, a 
suicide terror attack at the 
Blues cafe near the US 
Embassy in Tel Aviv 
kills 3. 


April 30, 2003 -- US 
Ambassador Dan Kurtzer 
meets with Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon to 
formally present him 
with a long-awaited 


internationally backed 
Mideast peace plan, 
designed to create a 
Palestinian state within 
Israel. 


May 22, 2003 -- 
President Bush literally 
"orders" Prime Minister 
Sharon to push through 
Cabinet acceptance of the 
Road Map, which 
envisions a side-by-side 
Palestinian State with 
Israel. Bush orders $10 
billion in US loan 
guarantees frozen until 
Israel complies, and 
reportedly compiles a 
long list of punitive 
actions he could take 
against Israel if it did not 
back his "Peace Plan". 


May 25, 2003 -- Most 
Israelis are aghast at the 
sudden turn of 

events: "In 63 years I 
have never had a sicker 
feeling down deep in my 
Jewish soul than I do this 


day. To think that a 
Prime Minister of Israel 
would agree to a 
Palestinian State against 
the will of the majority of 
the Jewish people, not 
only in Israel but also 
around the world... It is 
no secret that George W. 
Bush along with the rest 
of the quartet has 
pressured Sharon. The 
question in the minds of 
most Israelis is what is it 
Bush has on Sharon that 
could force him to turn 
against his own people. 
For there is no doubt that 
he will go down in 
Jewish and World history 
as the Jew who sold out 
his own people and gave 
Israel to the enemies of 
God." ["It's time to stand 
up for the Jewish 
people!", Jerry Golden 
"REPORT", 5/25/2003] 


May 27, 2003 -- Facing a 
firestorm of criticism 
from members of his 


Likud Party over his 
Cabinet's approval of a 
U.S.-backed peace plan 
envisioning a Palestinian 
state, Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon says that 
keeping the Palestinians 
under occupation harms 
Israel. 'This can't go on 
forever’, Sharon tells 
Likud lawmakers at a 
stormy meeting a day 
after the Cabinet 
approved the plan. 'To 
keep 3.5 million 
Palestinians under 
occupation -- you can 
dislike the word, but 
what is happening 1s 
occupation -- is in my 
view bad for Israel, for 
the Palestinians and for 
Israel's economy', Sharon 
says. It was the first time 
that Sharon, for years a 
hawk and architect of the 
Israeli settlement drive in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, had publicly used 
the word ‘occupation’ to 
describe Israel's military 


presence in those 
territories." 


June 4, 2003 -- The 
Aqaba [Jordan] Peace 
Summit ends with 
profound statements from 
key leaders: Israeli 
Prime Minister Sharon, 
Palestinian Prime 
Minister Abbas and US 
President Bush all refer 
to a Palestinian State in 
their closing addresses - 
something which has 
been arduously avoided 
and fought against for 
many years. What's 
going on? After years 
resisting Palestinian 
Independence, Israel 
makes a miraculous 
about turn and agrees to a 
Palestinian State. 


June 6, 2003 -- In sheer 
disgust, the Palestinian 
militant group, Hamas, 
says it is breaking off 
talks with Palestinian 
Prime Minister Abu 


Mazen in protest at his 


promise to end violence 
against Israelis... A 
spokesman for Hamas, 
Abdelaziz al-Rantissi, 
tells the BBC that the 
prime minister's promise 
opens the door for Israel 
to kill Palestinians at 
will, and that Hamas is 
left with no choice but to 
continue fighting Israel. 


June 10, 2003 -- IDF 
helicopters fire five 
missiles at the car of 
Hamas leader, Abdel 
Aziz Rantisi, who 
survives, but three others 
are killed. Hamas and 
other Palestinian leaders 
vow such revenge as to 
cause an "earthquake"! 


June 11, 2003 -- A 
Palestinian disguised as 
an Orthodox Jew blows 
up a crowded civilian bus 
in Central Jerusalem, 
killing 17 and wounding 
scores. Within 20 


minutes, IDF jets rocket 
Palestinian targets in 
Gaza Strip. 


June 13, 2003 -- 
Headlines throughout the 
region scream that both 
Israel and Hamas have 
declared all-out war on 
each other, during a week 
in which almost 50 
people were killed in 
various terrorist attacks. 


November 16, 2003 -- 
The treasonous Geneva 
Accord, drafted in 
London, not Switzerland 
as 1s widely believed, is 
mailed to every Israeli 
household. Imagine this: 
a group of Americans, 
say presidential candidate 
Howard Dean, Senators 
Ted Kennedy, Fritz 
Hollings and Robert 
Byrd, go to the wilds of 
Pakistan and meet with 
the lieutenants of Usama 
bin Laden. They carry 
with them a “peace” 


proposal hammered out 
with various al Qaida 
supporters in the United 
States calling for the 
unilateral withdrawal of 
American forces from all 
Islamic countries. They 
present the proposal to 
terror agents representing 
bin Laden, work out the 
kinks and arrive at an 
agreement aimed at 
ending the conflict 
between al Qaida and the 
United States. What 
would the overwhelming 
majority of Americans 
say? In unison the outcry 
would be — Treason! 


April 17, 2004 -- Abdel 
Aziz al-Rantissi, head of 
the Hamas militant group 
in Gaza, is killed ina 
targeted Israeli 

attack. "Israel will 
regret this. Revenge is 
coming," another Hamas 
leader, Ismail Hantya, 
told reporters. "This 
blood will not be wasted. 


It is our fate in Hamas 
and it is our fate as 
Palestinians to die as 
martyrs." 


December 4, 2004 -- In 
an apparent change in 
long-standing policy, a 
top Hamas leader in the 
West Bank said the group 
would accept the 
establishment of a 
Palestinian state in the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as well as a long- 
term truce with Israel. 
'Hamas has announced 
that it accepts a 
Palestinian independent 
state within the 1967 
borders with a long-term 
truce’, Sheik Hassan 
Yousef told The 
Associated Press, 
referring to lands Israel 
captured in the 1967 Six 
Day war. A true turn- 
around of unbelievable 
proportions. 


January 7, 2005 -- 


Eleven months after 
unofficial coalition talks 
between Likud and Labor 
began, and five months 
after negotiations started 
with United Torah 
Judaism, the three parties 
signed coalition 
agreements at the Prime 
Minister's Office in Tel 
Aviv. The only way in 
which Israel can carry out 
her planned unilateral 
withdrawal as first 
envisioned by the Oslo 
Accordis if both major 
parties came together to 
form a government which 
could not be shaken by 
the inevitable explosion 
of resistance from settlers 
and patriots who are 
completely, irrevocably 
opposed to the idea of 
giving up land to the 
Palestinian enemy. 


Next: Act III: The Far 
East 
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World War 3 - Act Ill, 
Scene I: The Far East 


Hair-Raising Nuclear 
| Confrontation 


While not widely 
reported in the US press, 
war rhetoric has been 
escalating rapidly since 
late April 2003, when 
North Korea's military 
reached full war 
preparedness. No army 
prepares for war, only to 
remain in this state for so 
long. What on earth is 
going on? 


April 21, 2003 -- North 
Korea calls on all its 
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citizens to increase the It's FREE and takes 
country's defence only 

capabilities, according to |seconds. You'll 
the state's official media. receive: 

'All officers and men of 


the People's Army ... Reliable, 
always keep yourselves verifiable 
combat ready,' the analysis of 
KCNA news agency global events 
reports the North Korean within a 
military as saying. 'If frame-work of 
enemies invade our the Planned 
inviolable sky, land and Ww3; 

seas even an inch, » Refreshing, 
destroy up the aggressors practical 


with merciless 
annihilating blows'. The 
Central Committee and 


advice on how 
to prepare for 
WW3; 


the Central Military 

ie - Asense of 
Commission of the d 
Worker's Party of Korea Sanity aimigl 


a sea of 


jointly issue the call 
confusion and 


which was carried in , 
Pyongyang newspapers. panic. 


April 21, 2003 -- One ‘| will also rush you 
day before scheduled a FREE must-read 
talks between US and onus report:"The 
North Korean diplomats, Police State 

a secret Donald Rumsfeld [Readmap". A 
memorandum calling for 290-page book 


regime change in North summarizing the 
Korea is leaked. The major themes of the 
paper does not call for ew World Order 
military action against as they have 

North Korea, but wants nfolded 

the United States to team (globally. It's my 
up with China in pushing gift to you simply 
for the collapse of Kim __ {for subscribing 
Jong-il's bankrupt but 
belligerent regime. 


April 24, 2003 -- Subscription Option 
American envoy James [Why others 

Kelly deliberately insults subscribe 

Chinese and North Y our privacy 
Korean diplomats by respected 

breaking off talks in 


Beiing without giving 


any notice. American Todav j 
, y is Thursday, 
embassy officials would May 10, 2018, 


not say where he was which is 5530 days 


heading. since the start of 


May 4, 2003 -- Kim World War 3 on 
Myong Chol, a Japanese- March 20, 2003 and 
born Korean, deliversa 9985 days since the 
message on behalf of the terrorist attacks of 
North Korean September 11, 2001. 
government: "North 

Korea has a nuclear 


capability. It's quite 


obvious. North Korea 
may have minimum 100 
nuclear warheads, 
maximum 300. They all 
lock onto American 
cities... If the US attacks 
North Korea, North 
Korea will definitely use 
those nuclear weapons 
against the US 
mainland." Oops, 
shouldn't we take this 
threat seriously? 


May 4, 2003 -- U.S. 
Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld refuses 
to rule out the possibility 
of war with North Korea. 


June 4, 2003 -- After a 
fairly uneventful month, 
war rhetoric continues to 
escalate. The US 
announces an $US11 
billion new North Korean 
war plan... When war 
breaks out, the forces will 
skirt the DMZ and head 
for Pyongyang, giving 
them the ability to "take 


down" North Korea's 


heavy presence on the 
border within an hour of 
war breaking out.. "This 
is Kim Jong-il's worst 
nightmare," one official 
said. 


June 11, 2003 -- Defense 
Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld's advisory 
panel states that the 
United States should be 
prepared to destroy North 
Korea's Yongbyon 
reactor if necessary to 
keep Pyongyang from 
trafficking in nuclear 
weapons. 


June 11, 2003 -- 
Australia considers 
taking a role in an 
international effort to 
intercept North Korean 
ships that may be 
carrying weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD) 
or illegal cargoes used to 
finance its military 
programs. North Korea 


has always warned that a 
naval blockade would be 
a trigger for war. She 
cannot afford to have any 
interdiction of critical 
foodstuffs or fuel. 


April 10, 2004 -- "The 
year to fear for Taiwan: 
2006", By Wendell 
Minnick, Asia 

Times. "TAIPEI - If 
China ever makes the 
decision to invade 
Taiwan it is unlikely to 
be a large-scale 
Normandy-style 
amphibious assault. The 
reality is that China is 
more likely to use a 
decapitation 

strategy. Decapitation 
strategies short circuit 
command and control 
systems, wipe out 
nationwide nerve centers, 
and leave the opponent 
hopelessly lost. All 
China needs to do is seize 
the center of power, the 
capital and its leaders. If 


China decides to use 
force to reunify the 
mainland with what it 
terms a breakaway 
province, the window of 
opportunity is believed to 
be 2006. This would give 
China a couple of years 
to clean up the mess 
before the 2008 Summer 
Olympics. Most analysts 
estimate that China's 
military strength will 
surpass Taiwan's defense 
capabilities by 2005. So 
2006 - the Year of the 
Dog - is clearly the year 
to fear." 


April 22, 2004 -- A 
massive train explosion 
in North Korea claims the 
lives of approximately 
3,000, including many 
children in a nearby 
school. 


"North Korean security 
concludes train blast was 
assassination try", 
Special to World 


Tribune.com, June 1, 
2004 


"North Korea's state 
security agency has 
determined that April's 
massive train blast was a 
botched effort to kill 
North Korean dictator 
Kim Jong-II, a South 
Korean newspaper 
reported ... Kim's heavily 
guarded special train 
passed through 
Ryongchon station on his 
way back from China just 
nine hours before the 
explosion. This triggered 
speculation that the 
incident was an 
assassination attempt on 
the North Korean 

leader ... Kim vanished 
from public view for 
more than a week 
following the explosion 
and the North's normally 
attentive state-controlled 
media made no mention 
of his activities or 


whereabouts." 


June 20, 2004 -- China is 
told to withdraw its 
undertaking on no first- 
use of nuclear weapons 
should Taiwan try to 
blow up the Three 
Gorges Dam. The call 
was made by them - as 
well as some who sit on 
the country's top political 
advisory body - in the 
wake of a US Defence 
Department report which 
suggested that Taiwan 
could target the dam in a 
pre-emptive strike. 


This kind of news story 
just escalates the war 
rhetoric. War rhetoric can 
play a significant role in 
starting a war nobody 
really wanted. As war 
talk escalates, war action 
generally follows. 


August 1, 2004 -- 
China's Defense Minister 
Cao issued a stern 


warning to Taiwan, 


saying the mainland 
military has the strength 
and determination to 
"smash" any moves 
toward independence by 
the self-ruled 

island. Cao's remarks 
were published on the 
front pages of many 
newspapers and followed 
days of escalating 
rhetoric and tension, 
aggravated by annual war 
games held in July by 
both sides to display their 
military prowess. Wang 
Zaixi, vice minister of the 
State Council's Taiwan 
Affairs Office, warned 
that Beijing won't rule 
out war if Taiwanese 
President Chen Shui-bian 
pursues his plan to adopt 
a new constitution by 
2008. 


August 25, 2004 -- All 
90 passengers and crew 
aboard two Russian 
passenger jets die after 


both planes went down 
almost simultaneously in 
different parts of the 
country, raising 
immediate suspicion of 
terrorist action. The 
accidents took place just 
four days ahead of 
controversial elections in 
the separatist Russian 
Caucasus republic of 
Chechnya. 


September 1, 2004 -- 
"MOSCOW (AP) - A 
suicide bomber kills 10 
people in a subway 
station. A militant 
Muslim group that 
claimed responsibility for 
the crash of two Russian 
airliners on August 25, 
said it was also behind 
the latest attack. The 
attack was only the latest 
in a string of violence in 
the capital and elsewhere 
that the government has 
appeared helpless to 
prevent. Most of the 
violence has been blamed 


on rebels in the 
breakaway republic of 
Chechnya or their 
sympathizers." 


On the same day, more 
than a dozen attackers 
carrying guns and 
wrapped in suicide-bomb 
belts seized a school in 
the Russian region of 
North Ossetia and held 
hundreds of hostages, 
including some 200 
children. More than 340 
people died, and 542 
wounded. 


November 17, 2004 -- 
Portraits of North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-il 
disappear from some 
public places like the 
Grand People's Cultural 
Palace, with talk going 
around that this is a sign 
of changes in the North 
Korean power 

structure. Several 
possible explanations for 
the portrait removal 


readily come to mind: 


1. Kim Jong-il has died 

2. Kim Jong-il has 
been removed from 
office by a military 
coup 

3. The United States 
has been successful 
in its attempts to 
assassinate him in 
order to force a 
"Regime Change" 

4. An internal power 
struggle is under 
way and Kim Jong- 
il is not now in the 
ascendancy in that 
struggle. 


December 22, 2004 -- 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Richard Armitage states 
that the US is not 
required to defend 
Taiwan if Being 
launches a war against 
the island. See 
WorldNetDaily. This 
statement could prove to 
be one of the most 


heinous acts of betrayal 
in recent history. 


December 27, 2004 -- 
China Vows to prevent 
Taiwan 

Independence. These are 
fighting words, and come 
against an island state 
which has seen and heard 
many threats from the 
Chinese mainland. This 
is all part of the rhetoric 
designed to increase 
hostilities between the 
two countries in the lead 
up to WW3. 


August 31, 2005 -- China 
is preparing for nuclear 
war with the United 
States over Taiwan, and a 
conflict is likely in the 
near future because of 
divisions among Beijing's 
leaders, a Chinese 
democracy activist says. 
See 


washingtontimes.com. 


Next: Act IV: Erosion of 


Confidence in 'The 
System’. 


Intermission 
To be continued... 


Intro | Prelude | Act I | 
Act II | Act III | Act IV | 
Act V 


World War 3 Statistics 


For a detailed look at 
WW3 statistics, including 
the running cost of World 
War Three, the number 
of lives lost and the 
countries involved in 
World War Three, please 
see our World War 
Overview. Further 
details will be added as 
events dictate. 


If you found this article 
interesting and want 
access to other carefully 


researched and well 
written articles, you 
might want to see what 
others are saying about 
the ThreeWorldWars 
newsletter. 


Next: How the tragic 
events of 911 fit in with 
the planned World War 
3, 


Top of Page 


Home | Contact | FAQ's | Map | Privacy | Copyright © 2016 and 
beyond, ThreeWorldWars.com. All Rights Reserved 


Everywhere. 


Last Update: Thursday September 15, 2016 


ThreeWorldWars 


@ 
Bookmark 
(Ctrl-D) 
HOME | INTRO | OVERVIEW | NWO | WWI | WWII | 
ABOUT | WWIII | PREPARE | BLOG | MORE. 
FAQ's 


World War 3 - Act IV, 
Scene |: Erosion of 
Confidence in 'The 
System' 


An erosion of confidence 
in the protections 
provided by the 
government may be so 
severe that citizens will 
gradually be willing 

to give up their liberties 
and Constitutional form 
of government. 


& World War 3 - Act 4 Scene 1 


| MASONIC SECRETS | 
| REVEALED | 


| 
a Be 
eam, | 
rer nme fi 
wm 


Sponsored Links: 


on't miss the 
W3 Newsletter! 


ageing Behind? 
Can't keep up with 


Look out for terrorist 
attacks, disruption to 
services, disease scares, 
natural disasters, 
corruption or scandals in 
western governments, all 
real or imagined. All will 
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our confidence in 'the 
powers that be’. 


It appears that this phase 
is not yet ready to be 
implemented, so events 
are few and far 

between. But rest 
assured, this phase will 
start soon! When it does, 
events will happen with 
very quick succession. 


November 2002 -- First 
reported cases of 

SARS. A massive media 
blitz attempts to create a 
pandemic, but by 
September 2003, only 780 
people worldwide have 
died. Source: W.H.O. 
Compared to the 
Influenza Pandemic of 
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A sense of 
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panic. 


1917-1919 which killed 
800,000 Americans and 
25 million people 
worldwide, SARS is 
hardly a pandemic. 


February 01, 2003 -- 
Space shuttle Columbia 
breaks up on re-entry over 
Dallas, Texas. 


June 12, 2003 -- A deadly 
train bombing in Russia, a 
few days before their 
elections. For those 
following numerology, 
here you have an obvious 
666 in the date (6+2*6), 
but in addition, this attack 
occurred 669 days after 
911, which is another 


form of 666. 

August 17, 2003 -- What 
began as a handful of 
commonplace, 


summertime "trips" brief 
transmission line 
shutdowns, usually due to 
ebbing voltage caused by 
anything from a bird 
hitting the lines to a 
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Today is Thursday, 
May 10, 2018, 
which is 5530 days 
since the start of 
World War 3 on 
March 20, 2003 and 
6085 days since the 


power overload set off the terrorist attacks of 


biggest outage in U.S. 
history. Fifty million 


people lost power in eight 


states and parts of 
Canada. 


August 28, 2003 -- In an 


uncannily similar event to 
the US blackouts, London 


is hit shortly 

thereafter. Mayor of 
London Ken Livingstone 
said at least 250,000 
people were 

affected. "We've never 
had this catastrophic 
failure before and we 
clearly can't have it 
again," he said. 


December 13, 2003 -- 
While the public was 
fixated on the external 
dramatics of the capture 
of Saddam, President 
Bush was quietly 
signing into law the 
most dictatorial 


September 11, 2001. 


— 


powers act in 
American 

history. Americans 
had just lost their liberties 
and Constitutionally 
protected rights. As of 
the signing into law of 
HR 2417, commonly 
referred to as Patriot Act 
II, Bush has the power of 
Hitler, Stalin, and Mao 
Tse-Tung. 


January 29, 2004 -- Lord 
Hutton in the UK delivers 
the Hutton Report into 
whether Blair misled the 
British public into 
invading Iraq. "I am 
satisfied there was not a 
dishonourable or 
underhand or duplicitous 
strategy on the part of the 
prime minister and 
officials to leak Dr Kelly's 
name covertly." Even 
Labour MPs were taken 
aback by the tone of the 
report - some going as far 
as calling ita 

'whitewash'. A vindicated 


Mr Blair immediately 
called on Michael 
Howard, the leader of the 
opposition, to withdraw 
his claim that the Prime 
Minister had lied. 'The 
allegation that I or anyone 
else lied to this House or 
deliberately misled the 
country by falsifying 
intelligence on WMD is 
itself the real lie," Mr 
Blair told the House, 
clearly relishing the 
sudden change in his 
political fortunes. 


February 5, 2004 -- The 
start of severe criticism in 
the US of the Iraq 

War. "Precisely because 
of the qualms the 
administration 
encountered, it created a 
rogue intelligence 
operation, the Office of 
Special Plans (OSP), 
located within the 
Pentagon and under the 
control of neo- 
conservatives. The OSP 


roamed outside the 
ordinary inter-agency 
process, stamping its 
approval on stories from 
Iraqi exiles that the other 
agencies dismissed as 
lacking credibility, and 
feeding them to the 
president. At the same 
time, constant pressure 
was applied to the 
intelligence agencies to 
force their compliance. In 
one case, a senior 
intelligence officer who 
refused to buckle under 
was 

removed." guardian.co.uk 


February 11, 2004 -- In 
an impromptu news 
conference, Bush stated 
that he did not know of 
"anybody in my 
administration who leaked 
classified 

information." He went on 
to say that he "wanted to 
know the truth" about the 
leak. cnn.com. This will 


later be proven to be false. 


March 11, 2004 -- 
Madrid, Spain. Exactly 
911 days after Sep 11, 
2001, over 200 people are 
killed and thousands are 
injured when deadly 
simultaneous attacks are 
launched on several trains 
in “retaliation” for the 
involvement of Spanish 
troops in the occupation 
of Iraq. See Madrid 
Attack for details. 


March 25, 2004 -- FBI 
Director Robert Mueller 
warns that terrorists may 
attempt to influence the 
outcome of November’s 
presidential election by 
launching new attacks in 
America and overseas. 
Mueller says, “We 
understand that between 
now and the election there 
is a window of time in 
which terrorists might try 
to influence events, 
whether it’s here or 


overseas.” Consistently 
throughout the summer, 
Federal officials kept up 
the drumbeat that 
America could expect a 
terrorist attack during the 
Presidential campaign. 
These rumors of war were 
intended 


April 30, 2004 -- A New 
Yorker article appears 
exposing mistreatment at 
Abu Ghraib prison in 
Baghdad. Soon after, 
similar stories start 
breaking about British 
troops engaging in the 
same activities. Details of 
prisoner abuse, torture 
and rape are plastered all 
over the media, in a 
seeming attempt to fulfill 
part of an overall plan to 
enrage specific Muslim 
sensibilities in order to 
provoke war. See a 
Timeline of events 
leading up to the torture. 


June 3, 2004 -- President 


Bush consults with 
powerhouse attorney Jim 
Sharp, who represented 
Iran-contra figure retired 
Air Force Major General 
Richard Secord; Enron's 
Ken Lay; and Watergate 
co-conspirator Jeb Stuart 
Magruder. "This action 
by Bush is a rather 
stunning and 
extraordinary 
development. The 
President of the United 
States is potentially hiring 
a private criminal defense 
lawyer. Unsurprisingly, 
the White House is doing 
all it can to bury the 
story, providing precious 
little detail or context for 
the President's action...": 
Former White House 
Counsel and Watergate 
figure John Dean. 


June 3 & 4, 2004 -- DCI 
George Tenet suddenly 
resigns on June 3rd, only 
to be followed a day later 
by James Pavitt, the CIA's 


Deputy Director of 
Operations. 


Tenet's resignation, which 
occurred at night, was the 
first "evening resignation" 
of a Cabinet-level official 
since October 1973 when 
Attorney General Elliott 
Richardson and his 
deputy, William 
Ruckelshaus, resigned in 
protest of Richard Nixon's 
firing of Watergate 
special prosecutor 
Archibald Cox. Many 
regard this as the 
watershed moment when 
the Nixon administration 
was doomed. 


June 24, 2004 -- An 
apparent deliberate 
campaign designed to 
discredit President Bush, 
which appeared to start in 
early June, obtains a real 
boost when Al Gore 
accused President Bush of 
lying about a link between 
al-Qaida and Saddam 


Hussein and said the 
president refuses to back 
down from that position 
to avoid political fallout. 
'They dare not admit the 
truth lest they look like 
complete fools for 
launching our country 
into a reckless, 
discretionary war against 
a nation that posed no 
immediate threat to us 
whatsoever’, Gore, the 
former vice president who 
lost the presidency to 
Bush in 2000, said during 
a speech at Georgetown 
University Law Center. 


July 23, 2004 -- A 
national commission 
probing the September 11 
attacks in the US finds 
"failures of imagination, 
policy, capabilities and 
management" by the 
United States government 
and recommends a 
sweeping overhaul of 
intelligence services. The 
foregone conclusion 


obviously exonerated 
Bush and his entire 
Cabinet of any 
responsibility in the 
attacks. This verdict set 
the stage for further 
encroachments upon 
individuals' liberties and 
freedoms by setting forth 
41 recommendations that 
would "solve" these 
imaginary "intelligence 
failures". However, for a 
more accurate perspective 
on 911, see 
letsroll911.org 
and911truthradio.co 
mM. 


August 1, 2004 -- Just 
hours after the Democrat 
Party nominated John 
Kerry as President, the 
Bush Administration 
turned to its "incumbency 
advantage" to announce a 
terrorist alert in New 
York City, elevating the 
alert level to Orange. 
Immediately, the 
Democrats cried "foul" 


because such action 


virtually eliminated any 
poll "bounce" Kerry 
might have expected 
following his nomination. 


November 22, 2004 -- 
$100,000 reward is 
offered to the first person 
to deliver a full 
mathematical, engineering 
proof of how the impact 
and/or fires caused any of 
the WTC buildings to 
collapse the way the 
government claims. It 
must include all the fuel, 
mass, critical 
temperatures, likely 
temperatures and their 
causes, energy needed to 
crush concrete into fine 
powder, force needed to 
sheer bolts and rivets, 
time calculations, and all 
the other relevant data in 
a detailed analysis to be 
reviewed by accredited 
engineers on a team 
headed by Jeff King 


91 lreview.org, engineer 


and doctor educated at 
MIT. Deadline: June 30, 
2005. For application: 


http://www.reopen9 1 1.org 
/ 


December 1, 2004 -- The 
US senator leading an 
investigation into the 
United Nations’ oil-for- 
food programme in Iraq 
calls on secretary-general 
Kofi Annan to 

resign. This is the first in 
a number of volleys fired 
at Annan. It appears that 
Annan will not succeed as 
Secretary General of a 
future World 
Government, and may 
soon be 

replaced. Perhaps by 
Clinton? 


Next: Act V: Collapse of 
Western and US 
economies 


Intro | Prelude | Act I | Act 
Il | Act HT | Act IV | Act 
Vv 


World War 3 Statistics 


For a detailed look at 
WW3 statistics, including 
the running cost of World 
War Three, the number of 
lives lost and the 
countries involved in 
World War Three, please 
see our World War 
Overview. Further details 
will be added as events 
dictate. 


If you found this article 
interesting and want 
access to other carefully 
researched and well 
written articles, you might 
want to see what others 
are saying about the 
ThreeWorldWars 
newsletter. 


Next: How the tragic 
events of 911 fit in with 


the planned World War 3. 
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Between 1776-1788, Edward 
Gibbons published a huge six S| 

volume work entitled The 

History Of The Decline And Sponsored Links: 
Fall Of The Roman Empire. Don't miss the 
Gibbons' work was scholarly WW3 Newsletter! 
and monumental, as it 

thoroughly covered a period of {Lagging Behind? 
history spanning approximately (Can't keep up with 
1,200 years. His goal in hat's really going 
producing this study was to on in the world? 
precisely catalog the reasons for [Let us do the sifting 
the rise of the Roman Empire for you! 

and the factors leading to the 

decline and fall of the Empire. Subscribe Now! 
Gibbons was universally hailed It's FREE and takes 
as achieving his objective 
brilliantly. 


seconds. You'll 
But, Gibbons not only created a receive: 
document which details how and Reliable 
why the Roman Empire rose and | ~ ae 
fell; he created a document verifiable 


which detailed precisely how a analysis of 


successful and powerful Empire global events 
could be subverted and within a 
destroyed. frame-work of 
Gibbons listed five basic reasons the Planned 
that the enormous Roman WW3; 
Empire was destroyed: - Refreshing, 
practical 
1. The dramatic increase of advice on how 
divorce undermined the to prepare for 
institution of the family. WW3: 


2. The imposition of higher 
taxes undermined the 
economic stability and 
vitality of the Empire. 
Taxes were raised to pay 
for deficit government 


spending, to pay for food | will also rush you 


for all in society and to pay a FREE must-read 
for government-sponsored onus report:"The 


activities of diversion, such Police State 

as circuses and sports. Roadmap". A 
Interestingly, as the time of 200-page book 
the final collapse drew summarizing the 


closer, greater emphasis major themes of the 


was placed on sports, to ee WinildlOrder 
divert the attention of the 


public from the distressing 
news of massive trouble 
within the Empire. 


- Asense of 
sanity amidst 
a sea of 
confusion and 
panic. 


globally. It's my 
gift to you simply 


3. The drive for personal for subscribing 
pleasure had become very _ today. 
intense, even to the point of 
obsession. Gibbons noted 
that, at the very end, sports 
had become more exciting 
and brutal. ee 
4. People lost their faith, both Our privacy 
religiously and in their respected 
government. Paganism 
gave way to Christianity 
and the efficient Roman Today is Thursday, 
Government gave way to May 10, 2018, 
chaos and disintegration. — which is 5530 days 
5. Hidden conspirators were _ since the start of 
working within the World War 3 on 
government to secretly March 20, 2003 and 
destroy it. They worked 6085 days since the 


quietly, invisibly and terrorist attacks of 
deceitfully; during the September 11, 2001. 


entire time they were 

secretly dismantling the 

government of the Roman -— 
Empire, they publicly 

proclaimed their 

unswerving support of it. 


Recognize any of the above 5 
points occurring in 
Western societies today? 


May 28, 2004 -- The 
Federal Reserve raises 
the Money Supply (M-3) 
by unprecedented, almost 
crisis proportions, up 
another $46.8 billion in 
one week, bringing the 
total over the month of 
May to $155 billion. This 
equates to a $2.0 trillion 
annualized pace, a 22.2 
percent annualized rate 
of growth. These 
numbers are huge. 


May 5, 2006 -- In 
possibly the first casualty 
of the looming subprime 
crisis, Kirkland, 
Washington based Merit 
Financial Inc. files for 
bankruptcy and closes its 
doors, firing all but 80 of 
its 410 employees; 
Merit’s marketplace 
decline about 40% and 
sales are not bringing in 
enough revenue to 


Support overhead 


May 17, 2007 -- Federal 
Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke said growing 
number of mortgage 
defaults will not seriously 
harm the U.S. economy. 


June 2007 -- Concerns 
grow on Wall Street as 
two hedge funds of the 
New York investment 
bank Bear Stearns move 
toward collapse due to 
Bear Sterns’ extensive 
investments in mortgage- 
backed securities. 


Oct. 1-24, 2007 -- 
Swiss bank UBS 
announces losses linked 
to U.S. subprime 
mortgages. Investment 
bankMerrill Lynch reports 
losses of $5.5 
billion.Citigroup 
announces $6.5 billion 
third quarter 

losses. Merrill Lynch 


announces losses to be 


over $8 billion. 


September 7, 2008 -- 
Government takes control 
of the mortgage giants, 
putting the liability of 
more than $5 trillion of 
mortgages onto the backs 
of U.S. taxpayers. 


September 15, 2008 -- 
Lehman Brothers files for 
bankruptcy. This is the 
largest bankruptcy filing 
in the history of the U.S., 
at almost $650 billion. 
After a weekend of 
negotiations, potential 
buyers such as Bank of 
America and Barclays 
walk away from the 
negotiating table and 
Lehman is left with no 
other option. 


September 16, 2008 -- 
The U.S. government 
bails out AIG with an $85 
billion loan. Feds say a 


failure of the company 
could be devastating to 
the financial markets as 
well as the economy. This 
is in exchange for a 
nearly 80% equity stake 
in the company 


September 29, 2008 -- 
Dow Falls 777.68 

Points. This is the largest 
one-day point drop in 
history. 

Hundreds of billions of 
dollars effectively 
evaporate from the 
retirement accounts of 
the U.S. population ina 
Single day. The index 
sees its largest one-day 
point loss ever after the 
House votes down the 
rescue plan. The S&P 500 
has its largest point drop 
ever and second-largest 
percentage drop in 
history. 


October 3, 2008 -- U.S. 
Congress passes $700 


billion bail-out (now being 
referred to as the "first 
round” of bail- 

outs). President Bush 
signs the bail-out into 
law. 


December 23, 2008 -- 
New homes sold at an 
annualized pace of 
407,000 units in 
November, the weakest 
showing in almost 18 
years and further 
evidence that the housing 
market is still in distress. 


December 30, 2008 -- 
U.S. home prices fell by 
2.2% from September to 
October and prices are off 
by 18% over the previous 
12 months, according to 
Standard & Poor's/Case- 
Shiller housing price 
index that tracks existing 
home sales in 20 major 
metropolitan areas. 


2009 and beyond -- 


2??? 2009 is predicted to 


be a year of contraction 
in the global 

economy. Let us hope 
that the predictions of 
many well-meaning 
individuals who have 
been sounding the alarm 
bells for decades, such as 
Peter Schiff and Jim 
Rogers, do not come to 
fruition. 
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World War 3 Statistics 


For a detailed look at 
WW53 statistics, including 
the running cost of World 
War Three, the number of 
lives lost and the 
countries involved in 
World War Three, please 
see our World War 
Overview. Further details 
will be added as events 
dictate. 


If you found this article 
interesting and want 
access to other carefully 
researched and well 
written articles, you 
might want to see what 
others are saying about 
the ThreeWorldWars 
newsletter. 


Next: How the tragic 
events of 911 fit in with 
the planned World War 3. 
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Recent Significant Events Compared to 
WWII 
Does History Repeat? 


“Those who do not learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it." American philosopher 
George Santayana. 


From 1933-1939, Hitler steadily, gradually, 
changed law after law, rule after rule, and 
definition after definition, so he could impose 


his internal dictatorship; however, he took such 
tiny steps over this period of time that he did 
not raise the ire of his opposition. Only after he 
had legalized every act he wanted to carry out 
did he begin his world war and his internal 
genocide. 


Our leaders are following exactly the same 
script today. They are carefully setting every 
paperwork change in place while taking care to 
not enact any of these new powers now, thus 
lulling most citizens to sleep, thinking these 
new powers will never be enacted. 


Let's review the similarities between the lead 
up to World War 2 and current world events, so 
that we don't repeat the mistakes of the past. 


Table Comparing World War 2 and 


World War 3 
A Dutch During the weeks prior 
Communist to September 11, 


named Marinus 2001, Muslim terrorists 
van der Lubbe, a_ | made it Known that 


petty criminal and 
arsonist who 
hated the Nazis, 
was overheard 
bragging about 
intending to set 
the Reichstag on 
fire, while having 
a beer ina 

pub. Nazi officials 
got to hear of the 
plot, and evidence 
Suggests that 
plans were set in 
motion to use van 
der Lubbe as the 
Scapegoat for a 
national tragedy. 


February 27, 
1933 


The German 
Parliament 
(Reichstag) burns 
down. A dazed 
van der Lubbe is 
found at the 
scene and 


they were going to hit 
notable landmarks in 
America. These boasts 
surfaced on the 
Internet, much the 
same as van der 
Lubbe's bragging in the 
Berlin beer hall. 


September 11, 2001 


The WTC and Pentagon 
are supposedly 
attacked by terrorists, 
as the world watches in 
dumbstruck awe. 


With the benefit of 
some historical 


charged with 
arson. [He is later 
found guilty and 
executed]. 


Historians do not 
agree on who is 
actually 
responsible for 
the Reichstag 
Fire: van der 
Lubbe acting 
alone -- a 
Communist plot -- 
or the Nazis 
themselves in 
order to create an 
incident. Writers 
such as Klaus P. 
Fischer feel that 
most likely the 
Nazis were 
involved. 


But regardless of 
who actually 
planned and 
executed the fire, 
it is clear that the 


perspective, we can 
now see quite clearly 
that war was launched, 
first in Afghanistan and 
later in Irag, with the 
attacks of 911 given as 
the justification. 
Speaking about recent 
American casualties in 
Irag, President Bush 
stated on Nov. 4, 
2003: "We are at war, 
and it is essential that 
the people of America 
not forget the lessons 
of September 11, 
2001." This in spite of 
the fact that no 
credible evidence has 
emerged linking 911 to 
Iraq. So another 
parallel to the 
Reichstag Fire: a 
campaign to scapegoat 
an entire population (in 
this case, Middle 
Eastern Islamics) for 
the purported actions 


Nazis immediately 
took advantage of 
the situation in 
order to advance 
their cause at the 
expense of civil 
rights. The Decree 
enabled the Nazis 
to ruthlessly 
Suppress 
opposition in the 
upcoming 
election. 


After the war, 
evidence led 
historians to 
concur that the 
Reichstag fire that 
the Nazis used so 
successfully to 
gain political 
power was, in 
fact, planned by 
the Nazis 
themselves for 
that end. 
Although there is 
no consensus, a 


of a few, and along 
with that, an 
aggressive campaign of 
warfare. 


Another clear parallel is 
that there has been a 
cover-up, or at least a 
remarkable lack of 
interest by the 
authorities and the 
mainstream media in 
following-up the 
anomalies of 9-11. 
Consider, for example, 
the many 


questions being posed 
to President Bush by 


the Family Steering 
Committee for the 9/11 
Independent 
Commission. 


book published in 
Germany in 2001 
that re-examined 
all the court 
evidence (Der 
Reichstagbrand - 
Wie Geschichte 
gemacht wird: 
The Reichstag Fire 
- How History is 
Created), makes a 
clear and 
convincing case 
that the Nazis 
themselves aided 
and abetted Van 


der Lubbe's 

torching of the 

Reichstag. 

When the When two aircraft flew 
Reichstag burned | into and destroyed the 
down, most World Trade Center on 


Germans simply 9/11, most Americans 
refused to believe | simply refused to 
suggestions that believe suggestions 
the fire had been | that the destruction 
Staged by Hitler had been staged by 
himself. They Bush himself (or that 


were afraid to. 
But so trapped 
were the Germans 
by their belief in 
their own bravery 
that they willed 
themselves to be 
blind to the 
evidence before 
their eyes, so that 
they could nod in 
agreement with 
Der Fuhrer while 
still imagining 
themselves to 
have courage, 
even as they 
avoided the one 
Situation which 
most required real 
courage; to stand 
up to Hitler's lies 
and deceptions. 


Source: Rise of 


the Fourth Reich 


"The size of the 
lie is a definite 


he might have been 
aware of the attack 
before it happened). 
They were afraid to. 
But so trapped were 
the Americans by their 
belief in their own 
bravery that they willed 
themselves to be blind 
to the evidence before 
their eyes, so that they 
could nod in agreement 
with The President 
while still imagining 
themselves to have 
courage, even as they 
avoided the one 
situation which most 
required real courage; 
to stand up to Bush's 
lies and deceptions. 


There are countless 
websites and 
documentaries which 
have carefully exposed 
the 911 

conspiracy. The 
bottom line is this: the 


factor in causing it | Bush military-industrial 
to be believed, for | complex carried the 


the vast masses 
of the nation are 
in the depths of 
their hearts more 
easily deceived 
than they are 
consciously and 
intentionally bad. 
The primitive 
simplicity of their 
minds renders 
them a more easy 
prey to a big lie 
than a small one, 
for they 
themselves often 
tell little lies but 
would be 
ashamed to tell a 
big one." Adolph 
Hitler 


February 28, 
1933 


This incident 
prompted Hitler 


attacks out as a pretext 
for control. Anyone 
who doubts this just 
hasn't looked at the 
mountains of hard 
evidence. 


November 2001 


The text of the US 
legislation abrogating 
constitutionally 


[then Germany's 
chancellor] to 
convince [German 
President Paul 
von] Hindenburg 
to issue a Decree 
for the Protection 
of People and 
State that granted 
Nazis sweeping 
power to deal with 
the so-called 
emergency. 


In the Rise and 
Fall of the Third 
Reich, William L 
Shirer, records 
the acceleration of 
Hitler's control in 
the aftermath of 
the Reichstag fire. 
"On the day 
following the fire, 
February 28, he 
[Hitler] prevailed 
on President 
Hindenburg to 
sign a decree ‘for 


guaranteed civil rights 
(Homeland Security 
Act) had already been 
prepared prior to the 
time of the WTC and 
Pentagon attacks. 
Unprecedented, the 
laws were enacted less 
than a month after 
September 11, without 
significant opposition or 
debate. 


Capitol Hill legislators 
barely bothered to read 
the bills they approved 
(possibly because they 
were threatened Dick 
Cheney that if 
Congress didn't 
approve the bill they 
would be blamed for 
the next terrorist 
attack). As a result, as 
if by flipping a switch, 
anyone suspected of 
terrorism in America is 
now presumed guilty 
until proven innocent. 


the Protection of 
the People and 
the State' 
Suspending the 
seven sections of 
the constitution 
which guaranteed 
individual and civil 
liberties... the 
decree laid down 
that: 


"Restrictions on 
personal liberty, 
on the right of 
free expression of 
opinion, including 
freedom of the 
press; on the 
rights of assembly 
and association; 
and violations of 
the privacy of 
postal, telegraphic 
and telephone 
communications; 
and warrants for 
house searches, 
orders for 


The authorities are free 
to accuse anybody of 
being or supporting a 
terrorist. 


The following excerpts 
are remarks made by 
George W. Bush, in 
November 2002 at the 
signing of the 
Homeland Security Act. 


"Dozens of agencies 
charged with homeland 
security will now be 
located within one 
Cabinet department 
with the mandate and 
legal authority to 
protect our people... 
The new department 
will bring together the 
agencies responsible 
for border, coastline, 
and transportation 
security ...And I'm 
grateful that the 
Congress listened to 
my concerns and 


confiscation as 
well as 
restrictions on 
property, are also 


permissible 
beyond the legal 
limits otherwise 
prescribed." 


On March 2, Hitler 
was asked by a 
correspondent of 
the Daily Express 
whether the 
Suspension of 
liberties was 
permanent. He 
answered in the 
negative saying 
that full rights 
would be restored 
as soon as the 
Communist 
danger was over. 


The reality was 
that the decree of 
February 28th 
established what 


retained the authority 
of the President to put 
the right people in the 
right place at the right 
time in the defense of 
our country.” 


Emboldened by their 
success in forcing the 
Homeland Security Act 
through Congress, 
Bush and Cheney 
started drafting Patriot 
Act II, which is a mirror 
image of powers that 
Julius Caesar and Adolf 
Hitler gave themselves. 
Whereas the First 
Patriot Act only gutted 
the First, Third, Fourth 
and Fifth Amendments, 
and seriously damaged 
the Seventh and the 
Tenth, the Second 
Patriot Act reorganizes 
the entire Federal 
government as well as 


would become the 
normal order of 
things under 
National Socialism 
- arrest on 
Suspicion, 
imprisonment 
without trial, the 
horrors of the 
concentration 
camps. This 
condition would 
persist until the 
end of the Third 
Reich. 


Immediately after 
its promulgation 
the decree was 
turned against the 
real and fancied 
enemies of the 
Nazi Party. In the 
last weeks of the 
election campaign 
the Marxist press 
was silenced. The 
Social Democrats 
found it 


many areas of state 
government under the 
dictatorial control of 
the Justice 
Department, the Office 
of Homeland Security 
and the FEMA 
NORTHCOM military 
command. The 
Domestic Security 
Enhancement Act 2003, 
also known as Patriot 
Act II is by its very 
structure the definition 
of dictatorship. 


You are encouraged to 
study the new Patriot 
Act and to compare it 
to the Constitution, Bill 
of Rights and 
Declaration of 
Independence. Ninety 
percent of the act has 
nothing to do with 
terrorism and is instead 
a giant Federal power- 
grab with tentacles 


impossible to 
campaign 
effectively and 
even respected 
Center party 
politicians like 
former Reich 
Chancellor 
Heinrich Bruning 
had their 
meetings broken 
up by brown- 
shirted SA thugs. 
Despite this the 
Nazi Party fell far 
short of the two 
thirds majority 
needed to change 
the constitution. 


Hitler now showed 
his contempt for 
the rule of law by 
turning the decree 
of February 28th 
against those 
states where 
significant 
opposition still 


reaching into every 
facet of society. It 
strips American citizens 
of all of their rights and 
grants the government 
and its private agents 
total immunity. 


And it's NOT a 
temporary 

measure. Bush, in his 
State of the Union 
address on January 
20th, 2004 stated the 
following: 


Key provisions of the 
Patriot Act are set to 
expire next year. The 
terrorist threat will not 
expire on that 
schedule. Our law 
enforcement needs this 
vital legislation to 
protect our citizens. 
You need to renew the 
Patriot Act. (Applause. ) 


We'll see who applauds 


existed. Using the 
argument that 
local authorities 
were unable to 
maintain order, 
which was in the 
main being 
disrupted by 
drunken 
brownshirts and 
SS members, the 
government 
replaced the 
legally constituted 
governments of 
Wurttemburg, 
Baden, Bremen, 
Hamburg, Lubeck, 
Saxony, Hessen 
and Bavaria. 


Source: worldat 
war.net 


March 5, 1933 


National elections 
give Nazis 44% 
plurality in the 


when America 
overnight becomes a 
mirror image of Nazi 
Germany. See 
anexpose of what 
Patriot Act II means to 
the average American. 


November 2004 


With US elections 
coming up in November 
2004, and the main 


Reichstag. 
Herman Goring 
[who later played 
a central role in 
the Nazi 
government and 
war effort] 
declares that 
there is no further 
need for State 
governments. 


Over the next few 
weeks, each of 
the lawful Weimar 
State 
governments falls 
to the same 

ruse: 

- Local Nazi 
organizations 
instigate 
disorder; 

- The disorder is 
quelled by 
replacing the 
elected state 
government by 
appointed Nazi 


contenders all being 
members ofSkull & 
Bones, it's hard to tell 
what the results might 
be. But with Patriot 
Act II firmly in place, 
there's no doubt that 
martial law will be 
implemented some 
time after elections, 
provided the right 
‘crisis’ is engineered, 
and it will be. 


In his one hour 
interview recently 

on Meet The 

Press, President Bush 
repeatedly said he's 

a War President - and 
in so doing nailed his 
political colours to the 
mast in preparation for 
the campaign for his 
attempted re-election. 
He is trying to make 
this campaign into a 
head-to-head contest 
as to who can be the 


Reich 
Commissioners. 


March 23, 1933 


The Reichstag 
passes the Law 


"best" warlord for the 
United States, himself 
or the Democratic 
candidate, now looking 
increasingly likely to be 
Senator Kerry. If the 
party which calls itself 
the political opposition 
in the US falls for this 
gambit and tries to 
compete on this 
ground, then the 
American people will be 
faced with even less 
choice than they have 
become accustomed to 
in recent elections. 
They can choose 
between war - or WAR. 


Bush in 30 Seconds 
Finalists (excellent TV 
commercials for the 
upcoming elections). 


December 13, 2003 


With the general public 
fixated on the capture 


for Terminating 
the Suffering of 
People and 
Nation, also 
known as 

the Enabling Act, 
essentially 
granting Adolph 
Hitler dictatorial 
power, free from 
any restraint from 
his cabinet or the 
aged President 
Hindenburg and 
free to mold 
Germany into the 
nightmare state of 
his darkest 
dreams. 


With Adolf 
Hitler s 
ascendancy to the 
chancellorship, 
the Nazi Party 
quickly 
consolidated its 
power. Hitler 
managed to 


of Saddam, President 
Bush quietly signed 
into law the most 
dictatorial act in 
American history, HR 
2417, commonly 
referred to as Patriot 
Act II. Bush now has 
the dictatorial power of 
Hitler, Stalin, and Mao 
Tse-Tung. 


See Enactment by 
Stealth 


Following the 9-11 
attacks, President 

Bush declared war on 
terrorism. His battle cry 
"If you're not with us, 
you're against us" is a 
round statement by a 
world-class bully, much 
like the accusations of 


maintain a 
posture of legality 
throughout the 
Nazification 
process. 


Hitler proceeded 
to rearm Germany 
and attack his 
neighbors on 
trumped-up 
charges of 
jeopardizing 
German interests 
and mistreating 
German 
minorities. 
Germany became 
the bully of the 
decade and 
Started the 
Second World 
War. 


Domestically, 
during the next 
six years, Hitler 
completely 
transformed 


treason Hitler liked to 
level at countries that 
attempted to preserve 
their independence 
before the onslaught of 
the supposedly 
invincible German war 
machine. 


Whether by chance or 
design, George W. 
Bush is the most 
powerful American 
president in modern 
history. Not only does 
he have both houses of 
Congress beholden to 
him, but the majority 
of the Supreme Court 
acts like a quintet of 
Bush lapdogs. And it 
all appears legal. 


Germany into a 
police state. 


Hitler came to 
power in 1933, 
but the killing of 
Jews (and others) 
didn't begin until 
five years later, in 
1938, with the 
historic 
Kristallnacht 
("Night of Broken 
Glass") on Nov. 9. 
On that day, 
"nearly 1,000 
synagogues were 
set on fire and 76 
were destroyed. 
More than 7,000 
Jewish businesses 
and homes were 
looted, about 100 
Jews were killed, 
and as many as 
30,000 Jews were 
arrested and sent 
to concentration 
camps to be 


We haven't yet seen 
anything like the 
widespread killing in 
Nazi Germany, nor 
does there appear to 
be anything like it on 
the horizon, yet one 
must wonder about the 
hundreds shut away in 
Guantanamo Bay and 
in other lockups in the 
United States and 
throughout the 

world. At some point, 
when the next 
dictatorship is fully in 
place, the killing will 
begin. 


In the early 
1940's, 
inhabitants of 
occupied Europe, 
feared the jack- 
booted storm 
troopers who 
guarded 
checkpoints and 
borders. In 
guttural German, 
the spoken 
command, "show 
me your papers," 
struck fear in the 
hearts of those 
hearing the 
words. Has the 
historical 
understanding of 
those times been 
so obliterated 
from the minds of 
the American 
people they fail to 
realize that now, 
through airport 


Ordered by Congress 
after the 9/11 attacks, 
a new computer 
system; CAPPS II - 
Computer Assisted 
Passenger Pre- 
Screening System, will 
check existing 
databases and compile 
a dossier on each 
prospective airline 
passenger. Bank 
records, credit reports, 
speeding tickets, and 
other such files, will be 
scrutinized, and the 
resulting information 
will be used to assign 
each traveler a threat 
level: Green, Amber or 
Red. 


See CAPPS-II 
Exposed. 


identity checks, it 


is happening 
again? 


In the early years 
of the Third Reich, 
Adolph Hitler 
beguiled the world 
and his fellow 
Germans with his 
Christian 

rhetoric. Article 
24 of the [Nazi] 
party program 
had demanded 
‘liberty for all 
religious 
denominations in 
the State so far as 
they are nota 
danger to... the 
moral feelings of 
the German race. 
The party stands 
for positive 
Christianity.’ 


The March 13, 

2003 Newsweek cover 
story, Bush and God, 
portrays George W. 
Bush as the most Godly 
man to ever sit in the 
White House. The 
article reveals the 
duplicity of the 
Christian church as it 
states, "Bible-believing 
Christians are Bush's 
strongest backers... 
they are, by far, the 
strongest supporters of 
a war - unilateral if 
need be - to remove 
Saddam." 


Christian ministers are 
also praising Bush from 
the pulpit and feeding 
the flock a bowl of 
deception that would 
make Satan gloat. 


Hitler 

was TIME Magazi 
ne's Man Of The 
Year for 1938. 


Looking Back: 
Weimar Hyper- 
Inflation 


After the end of 
WWI, the Weimar 
Republic 
(Germany) stood 
bankrupt. At 
Versailles, the 
victors made sure 
that Germany 
would stay 
bankrupt. Inside 
Germany, a new 
government had 
taken over. In 
order to gain 
political power, it 
had made 


GW Bush 

was TIME Magazine's 
Person of the Year for 
2000. 


Top 11 Reasons Bush 
Made Person of the 


Year. 


Looking Ahead: 
American Hyper- 
Inflation 


Here are the economic 
facts being ignored 
today: 


From December 31, 
2000 to December 31, 
2003, total US 
outstanding debts rose 
from $US 28.80 
TRILLION to $US 36.85 
TRILLION. That is an 
increase of more than 
$US 8 TRILLION, or 
28%, over just three 
years. 


promises which (if 
paid for through 
taxes) would have 
crippled the 
Germans. 
Instead, the new 
government sent 
a heap of new 
bonds over to the 
Central Bank 
which printed all 
the money 
required. That 
internal monetary 
infusion caused 
internal German 
prices to climb 
after a short time 
lapse and, 
suddenly, there 
were a lot of 
Germans and 
German 
businesses which 
saw their costs go 
up. Then, the 
German 
economic/financial 


This is an illustration of 
the true nature of a 
credit expansion. 


The US Debt Mountain: 
This massive overhang 
of debts leans directly 
against a US economy 
with a supposed GDP 
which was last reported 
at about $US 11 
TRILLION. That gives 
the US a national debt 
gearing of 335%. As an 
historical comparison, 
the massive US credit 
expansion of 1921- 
1929 (which was NOT 
accompanied by 
government deficits) 
managed to bring the 
US national debt 
gearing up to 260% of 
US GDP. The figures as 
of the end of 2003 are 
much worse, and these 
figures are compiled by 
monetary "authorities" 


"authorities" 
made a very 
simple economic 
calculation. They 
figured that their 
internal prices 
had climbed 20- 
30%. That being 
the case, there 
was about 20- 
30% more money 
required so people 
and businesses 
could meet their 
now higher costs. 
They proceeded 
to print it. 


The German 
currency broke 
drastically on the 
then foreign 
exchange markets 
and import prices 
soared. Suddenly, 
there was not 
enough money 
around to pay 


who have had decades 
of experience of putting 
the best possible "spin" 
on the situation. On top 
of this, the US now has 
SUS 44 TRILLION in 
unfunded political 
liabilities - in 1929 the 
unfunded liabilities of 
the US government 
stood at precisely $US 
0.00. Adding those 
additional debts to the 
pile takes present US 
debts (funded and un- 
funded) up to $US 
80.85 TRILLION - more 
than seven times the 
size of present US GDP. 


Convinced yet that 
hyper-inflation is just 
around the corner? 


Today, there is NO 
possibility to act as an 
intelligent and 
knowledgeable German 
acted back between 


these now higher 
import prices. So 
the "authorities" 
did the same 
thing again. They 
printed new 
additional 
amounts of fresh 
currency so that 
there would be 
enough money 
around to pay for 
imports. So it 
went, internal and 
external prices 
climbed ever 
faster and all 
along the route to 
a full-scale 
monetary collapse 
the "authorities" 
printed ever 
faster to try to 
create enough 
money to catch 
up to prices which 
were now 
climbing even 


1920-23. That German 
could have simply sold 
out of all German 
financial instruments 
and bought Gold 
backed and 
REDEEMABLE foreign 
currency to avoid the 
then German monetary 
debacle. Today, that 
cannot be done. There 
is no such money or 
currency to be found, 
anywhere in the world. 
In effect, in global 
terms, we are ALL now 
living inside a version 
of the Weimar 
Republic. The reason 
for this is that the US 
Dollar is the 
underpinning as 
"reserves: (instead of 
Gold) for ALL the rest 
of the world's monetary 
systems. 


Wherever in the world 
you are reading this, 


faster than they 
could print. The 
sad end came 
after three years. 
Germany stood 
ruined - its money 
totally destroyed. 


You've heard it 
said that at the 
height of the 
Weimar hyper- 
inflation a 
wheelbarrow full 
of money would 
not even buy a 
newspaper. 


But how about 
these true 
examples: 


"My father was a 
lawyer,’ says 
Walter Levy, an 
internationally 
known German- 
born oil 
consultant in New 


the situation is, in 
principle, the same. 
You are standing inside 
your own national 
monetary system with 
no superior monetary 
system to escape to. 
That means that 
wherever you are, you 
have to consider doing 
at least a partial 
"Weimar German 
escape’ routine. 


You cannot do what 
some of the Weimar 
Germans did. Today, 
that's impossible, 
because there is no 
place on earth where 
you can even find a 
classical Gold standard 
monetary system 
where Gold coinage is 
circulating as a matter 
of everyday normality. 
Nor can you find a 
REAL currency - 


York, "and he had 
taken out an 
insurance policy in 
1903, and every 
month he had 
made the 
payments 
faithfully. It was a 
20-year policy, 
and when it came 
due, he cashed it 
in and bought a 
single loaf of 
bread." 


The Berlin 
publisher Leopold 
Ullstein wrote that 
an American 
visitor tipped their 
cook one dollar. 
The family 
convened, and it 
was decided that 
a trust fund 
Should be set up 
in a Berlin bank 
with the cook as 
beneficiary, the 


anywhere. They are all 
just printed pieces of 
fiat paper. But what 
you CAN do - in purely 
monetary and currency 
terms - is to choose to 
hold 10- 20% of your 
monetary wealth in 
Gold coinage. That is 
your own safety 
anchor. 


And ruthlessly 
eliminate all debt. To 
be out of debt today is 
the closest one can 
come to individual 
economic freedom. 


German Hyper- 
Inflation 


bank to 
administer and 
invest the dollar. 


It did not take 
much time for 
more 
knowledgeable 
Germans to 
exchange their 
imploding money 
for physical 
goods, which 
could be used for 
barter. Historians 
even record non- 
musical families 
buying pianos to 
be resold later at 
a profit. The truly 
astute converted 
their currency into 
Gold standard 
money: Dutch 
Guilders, Swiss 
Francs, French 
Francs, Danish 
Kroners, British 
Pounds, or US 


Dollars. These 
Germans were a 
tiny minority, but 
by placing their 
money outside 
Germany, they 
saved themselves 
economically and 
financially. 
Economic ruin 
was the order of 
the day for other 
Germans with 
their savings, 
their life 
insurance and 
their bonds 
destroyed, for the 
simple economic 
reason that these 
were all 
denominated in 
the currency 
which was being 
destroyed. 


Table Showing Differences Between 


Bush & Hitler 


(just for fun) 


Adolf Hitler George W Bush 


Unemployment | Under Bush, the 


American 
When Hitler took unemployment rate 
office in early 


has skyrocketed 
1933, there were | snd layoffs continue 
over 6 million to mount. The U.S. 
Germans out of economy has lost 
work; in 1935, 2.4 million jobs 
that number was | cince February 
already well 2001. Many of those 
under 3 million, were manufacturing 
dropping to under jobs, which have 
1 million by the moved offshore to 
end of 1936. countries where 
labor costs are 
cheaper. Consulting 
firm Forrester 
Research has 
predicted that, in 
the next 15 years, 
3.3 million U.S. 
service industry 


Hitler built the 
autobahn, almost 
inventing the 
concept of high 
speed road 
travel. A 23- 
kilometer (14- 
mile) expressway 
between 
Frankfurt and 
Darmstadt, which 
opened on May 
19, 1935, was 
the first section 
completed under 
Hitler. By 
December 1941, 
when wartime 
needs brought 


jobs and $136 
billion in wages will 
move offshore to 
countries such as 
India, Russia, China 
and the Philippines. 


Source: money.cn 
n.com 


George W. Bush has 
not created 
anything which 
remotely had the 
economic impact of 
the autobahns. In 
addition, Amtrak 
and America's 
airlines are 
bankrupt, putting 
transportation into 
its worst crisis in 
history. 


It seems the Bush 
administration are 
more interested in 
building railways in 
far off nations than 


construction to a 
halt, Germany 
had completed 
3,864 kilometres 
(2,400 miles), 
with another 
2,496 kilometres 
(1,550 miles) 
under 
construction. The 
autobahns played 
a key role in the 
blitzkrieg 
(“lightning war"), 
which involved 
massive 
coordinated air 
and ground 
attacks to stun 
opponents. 


President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower 
based his grand 
plans on a high 
system for 
America on his 
observations of 
the German 


maintaining their 
own. See Iraq's 


Railways and 
Amtrak. 


autobahn 
network of 
freeways. 


Source: The Man 


Who Changed 
America 


Hitler was a 
completely self- 
made man. He 
came out of 
poverty and rose 
to the top with no 


help from his 
father. 


Hitler was the 
first to unify 
Europe under a 
common currency 
and single foreign 
policy, inspiring 
the European 
Union of today. 


Hitler was a 


Bush rose to power 
through the guiding 
hand of his father 
and his father's oil 
friends. 


Bush's unilateralism 
has split the 
international 
coalition, causing at 
least 4 nations 
(Canada, France, 
Germany, Russia) 
to vociferously 
oppose his war 
plans. 


Bush has difficulty 


captivating remembering words 

speaker, inspiring | and certain 

throngs of syllables, causing 

Germans to lift American 

their right arms intellectuals to 

at a 45-degree shudder at his 
frequent gaffes. 


%e 7, 
é 


Follow 


There are numerous excellent 
articles comparing the rise of the 
Nazi party in the 1930's and the 
current state of world affairs. Want 


to read more? Try these Google 
searches: 


- wtc+reichstag 


- 911+reichstag 
- bush+hitler 


- america+nazi+germany 


If you found this article interesting and 
want access to other carefully 
researched and well written articles, you 
might want to see what others are 
saying about the 

ThreeWorldWars newsletter. 


See Also: 
The True Cause of World War I 
The True Cause of World War II 
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9/11 Tragedy: The 
Trigger to World War 
a7 


Welco 
me to 
the 
Cold, 
Hard 
Truth 
of the 
World 
Trade 
Center 
traged 
yon 
9/11 
and 
how 
Septe 
mber 
11 
could 
be the 
trigger 
that 
started 
World 
War 3. 
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Uncovering the Secrets of 
911 


We will never uncover exactly 
what happened on September 11, 
2001, the courageous efforts of 
misguided researchers 
notwithstanding. The extent of the 
cover-up extends across 
geographic borders, across multi- 
national corporations and across 
international government 
departments. The obfuscation is 
huge, with no let-up in 

sight. Many researchers are 
unwittingly aiding the battle. 


Your best bet? Accept that 9/11 
was an inside job - period. 


The official version of events on 
September 11, 2001 is one of the 
great hoaxes in world history, 
which has been used to manipulate 
the American people for political 
purposes and has led to 
undermining the Constitution, 
launching illegal wars, and 
subjecting the people to virtually 
unrestricted surveillance. Since 
terrorism involves the use of acts 


REVEALED 


|e 


| [ asonic SECRETS | 
Tou Fl 

i a 
“a, \ | 


Sponsored Links: 


on't miss the 
W3 Newsletter! 


ageing Behind? 
Can't keep up with 

hat's really going 
on in the world? 

et us do the siftin: 
for you! 


Subscribe Now! 


It's FREE and take: 

only 

seconds. 
ecelve: 


You'll 


Reliable, 
verifiable 
analysis of 
global events 


See 
also: 


The 
Realit 
y of 
WW3. 


True 
Cause 
of 
WW2. 


True 
Cause 
of 
WWI. 


Start 
Your 
Journ 
ey 
Here: 
An 

Introd 
uction 
to the 
Three 
World 


of violence and threats of violence 
to instill fear into a population in 
order to manipulate it for political 
purposes, the American 
government appears to be using 
terrorism to manipulate the 
American people. 


The purpose of 911? 


- To enable the rapid 
introduction of police state 
laws under the guise of "The 
War on Terror"; 

- To start a mass program of 
propaganda against Muslims 


within a 
frame-work o 
the Planned 
WW3; 
Refreshing, 
practical 
advice on how 
to prepare for 
WW3; 


- Asense of 


sanity amidst 
a sea of 
confusion and 
panic. 


"We have found solid scientific 
grounds on which to question the 
interpretation put upon the 


Our analysis of the detailed 
evidence implies a staged attack 


and the Arab World, in I will also rush you 
preparation for the coming a FREE must-read 
war between political Zionists onus report:"The 
and the Islamic World, as Police State 

predicted by Albert Pike. 


summarizing the 
ajor themes of th 


events of September 11, 2001 by oi eee Order 
the Office of the President of the /** f tae 
United States of America and Pee 
subsequently propagated by the ploleallly. woe 
major media of western nations gift to you simply 
for subscribing 


Wars employing a variety of deceptive today. 


site. arrangements. Indeed, every 


element of the September 11 on-J avi . 
attacks, including cellphone calls S¥6scription Optio 
from fast-moving aircraft, has an hy others 
alternate means of creation." - subscribe 
Statement by S.P.I.N.E. : The our privac 
Scientific Panel Investigating espected 
Nine-Eleven. 
Will Bush, like Wilson in WWI ; 
: > TT Th 
and FDR in WWIL, go all the way. C02 'S Thursday, 
; May 10, 2018, 

and deliver WWIII to those who re 

: which is 5530 days 
engineer wars for their profit? It |. the start of 

rtainly seems that way so far a 

. World War 3 on 
Missing Trillions March 20, 2003 an 


6085 days since the 
On September 10, 2001, Secretary terrorist attacks of 
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld held September 11, 200 
a press conference to disclose that 
over $2 TRILLION in Pentagon 
funds could not be accounted for. -— 
Rumsfeld stated: "According to 
some estimates we cannot track 
$2.3 trillion in transactions." 


Such a disclosure normally would 
have sparked a huge scandal. 
However, the commencement of 
the attack on New York City and 
Washington in the morning would 


assure that the story remained 
buried. To the trillions already 
missing from the coffers, an 
obedient Congress terrorized by 
anthrax attacks would add billions 
more in appropriations to fight the 
War on Terror. 


See more details of the missing 
trillions. 


Recommended Independent 911 
Sources 


There is only one independent 
source I recommend, who have 
kept their head firmly in place 
without being swayed by the noise 
of 9/11. This site is the only one 
to acknowledge that the efforts of 
‘conspiracy researchers' have in 
fact aided the efforts of the powers 
behind 9/11. This site has even 
gone so far as to list all the sites 
responsible for the spread of 
disinformation. You'll be 
surprised to see what you thought 
were reliable independent media 
listed there. 


You must visit The CIA Internet 
Fakes before reading anything 


more about 9/11. 


Other 9/11 Sources 


http://www.st911.org/ - Scholars 
for 911 Truth: Extensive new site 


with links, articles and 
videos. Highly recommended. 


Complete 9/11 Timeline: Covering 
a period from 1979 to today, this 


site represents the most complete 
analysis of prior knowledge 
surrounding the fateful day on 
9/11. 


Reopen 911: An excellent audio 
visual site, including a free DVD 
entitled "Confronting the 
Evidence". 


independent.com: An interview 
with David Ray Griffin, a 
philosopher of religion at the 
Claremont School of Theology in 
Santa Barbara, CA, who recently 
wrote a book called The New Pear! 
Harbor. 


This interview is one of the most 
concise discussions of the 
problems with the official 9/11 
story. It starts at the top with the 


question of why the hijacked 
planes weren't intercepted, and 
why the FAA didn't notify military 
authorities quicker. It covers the 
controlled-demolition-style 
collapse of the Twin Towers, the 
nonexistent plane at the Pentagon, 
and the debris strewn for miles in 
Pennsylvania after the plane 
"crashed". 


This interview is simply a concise 
look at serious questions and 
compelling arguments that many 
people are currently asking, and 
which will not be covered by the 
911 Commission. 


An Independent Investigation of 
9/11 and the War on Terrorism - 


The original "Underground 9/11 
Report" - highly recommended. 


A further site with a huge 
collection of diverse opinions can 
be found at rense.com. 


Further 911 Links of Interest 


911 blimp.net 
911 fsa.org 
91 lreview.org 


91 |sharethetruth.com (9-11 
posters, buttons, etc.) 
911-strike.com 
broeckers.com/buecher.htm 
(German) 


communitycurrency.org/9-11.html 
copvcia.com 


drugwar.com/pprewtcwarnings.sht 
m 


emperors-clothes.com/ 
falloutshelternews.com 
flight93crash.com 
freepressinternational.com 
fromthewilderness.com 
geocities.com/killtown 
globalfreepress.com 
globalresearch.ca 
suerrillanews.com 


home.comcast.net/~skydrifter/exp. 
htm 


infowars.com 

ist- 
socrates.berkeley.edu/~pdscott/g.ht 
ml 

jerryesmith.com 

lebensaspekte.de 

Justicefor9 1 1.org 

legitgov.org/9_1 1 oddities.html 
lightscion.com 
makethemaccountable.com 


madcowprod.com 


newsgateway.ca 
oilempire.us 
osamaskidneys.com 
plaguepuppy.net 
prisonplanet.com 
propagandamatrix.com 
serendipity.li/wtc.htm 


thepowerhour.com/911_articles.ht 
m 


topica.com/lists/politicaldiary 
truthout.com/docs_02/ 
unansweredquestions.org 
users.adelphia.net/~earthwatch 
whatreallyhappened.com 


worldnewsstand.net/history/9 11 .ht 
m 


wtc7.net/books/greatcrimes/ 


Next: Find out what you should be 
doing to prepare for the inevitable. 
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Preparing for the Worst 


To be Prepared is Half the Victory 


The question I am most often asked is "If what you're saying is 
true, it's obvious that I need to do something to protect myself 
and my family, but I don't know where to start. Can you help?" 


Sadly most people are woefully unprepared for the inevitable 
terrorist attacks, natural disasters, and other disruptions that are 
planned for our daily lives. Our government tells us 
VIRTUALLY NOTHING about what we can do to protect 
ourselves. And make no mistake about it, there's plenty we can 
do -- We don't have to be sitting ducks! 


As JFK once said, "The time to repair the roof is when the sun is 
shining." So, as the storm clouds start brewing all around us, 
let's make sure the roof is in order, before it's too late. 


Your number one resource when the planned cataclysmic events 
start taking place is your knowledge - and that's knowledge 
gained over months or years of learning to think how to live 
primarily independent of the system. Whatever you do, don't 
rely on your government to save you. At the bottom of this page 
there's a graphic reminder of who's responsible for this mess in 
the first place! 


So What is a Rational Individual to Do? 


1. Income: Develop alternative income streams, instead of 
relying on a 9-5 job always being there; 

2. Finances: Ensure your personal financial affairs are in 
order; 

3. Physical: Ensure you are in peak physical fitness to survive 
any calamity; 

4. Learn: Reduce your TV time to no more than 1 hour per 


day and instead read voraciously; 

5. News: Avoid sensationalist, traditional mainstream news 
services, which are intent on keeping you dumbed down, 
and choose mainly Independent News Services; 

6. Privacy: Cover your Online tracks carefully. Otherwise, 
third-parties can find out EVERYTHING you do online; 

7. Survive: Develop a survivalist mindset, including how to 
survive a nuclear attack; 

8. Relax: Learn how to relax, in the midst of worsening news 
and circumstances; 

9. Relationships: Ensure your relationships can stand the test 
of the coming crises. 


What to Do about Things Right Now 


There are several things you can do today to solidify the key 
aspects if your life to ensure that you are personally prepared for 
the difficult times ahead. Some people may think you are crazy, 
but there are things you can do covertly, even in that context. 
Most importantly, you must plan now and be ready to 
implement that plan the moment the wheels come off. 


If you live in a city, you need to develop a plan to get out of that 
city in the event of a catastrophe. I was in New York on 
September 11, 2001, and the feeling of being stuck there 
without knowing what was coming next was unbearable. Your 
plan needs to address how to get out immediately- not the next 
day, not that night. Immediately. Just remember what Charlotte 
and Milwaukee's city centers looked like during the 2016 riots. 
That's how quickly it a situation can degenerate. 


You can't rely on a freeways. Although they may be available, 
they may be death traps. You need to find an escape route that 
takes you through neighborhoods you know will be safe for at 
least a little while. Being among the first people to leave the city 
will ensure that the roads are not blocked. 


As a part of your plan, you must establish a place to assemble 
your family for the trip, regardless of the time of day that it 
becomes necessary. Assemble an emergency kit and keep it in 
the trunk of your vehicle. 


Store adequate gasoline in containers in your garage to get you 
to wherever you already have planned will be your emergency 
destination. Recycle the gasoline every six months, because 
gasoline degenerates quickly. Also remember to keep your 
escape vehicle gassed up and well-serviced at all times. 


Make a list of the perishable things you'll need to assemble after 
you make the decision to evacuate. Keep the list in the 
emergency kit. Make a copy and also keep it in your dresser 
drawer, in case the vehicle is unavailable. Anticipate an 
apocalyptical scenario today. 


When an emergency sitation arises, you probably will not be 
capable of your most rational thought process, but you will be 
able to follow your pre-made list. Include any gold, silverm, or 
gems that you might be keeping stashed away (if you don't have 
any, then get some). Include weapons because if this scenario 
arises, rest assured, you will need them. 


Get in touch with remote family today. Discuss your plans and 
obtain permission in advance, even if you treat it as a big joke, 


to arrive on their doorstep in the country, if that is what you 
must do. Otherwise, they may not be happy to see you. Arrive 
with enough of something special that makes you a valuable and 
welcome addition to their home- food, gasoline, bullets, gold - 
anything. 


If nothing ever happens, which I consider exceedingly unlikely, 
then you will have wasted nearly nothing, but you'll be at peace. 
In fact, you may make money on the appreciation in gold and 
silver. If something happens, a few hours' preparation today may 
make the difference between life and death- yours and your 
family's. 


Right now would also be an excellent time to move your family 
to an area likely to be among the safer areas in the country, 
regardless of what may happen. The cities will not be safe. An 
area located within 100 miles of a coast will also not be safe. If 
you're especially paranoid, you may also want to stay at least 
400 miles from Yellowstone Park. 


In short, begin developing a mindset of independent living and 
survival, the details of which can be found in our Survival 
section. 


A Selection of Recommended Products 


There are some products available that I have personally used 
and reviewed and can highly recommend. They're not always 
the cheapest - my approach is to always go for the best solution, 
irrespective of cost. 


Product Categories: 


« Online Privacy 
- Survival Guides 


- Alternative Currencies 
« Online Monitoring 

-» Wealth Creation 

« Just for Fun 


« Relationships 
- Bookstore 
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Where Can I Find 
Answers to My War 
Related Questions? 


Listed below are War 
related questions which I 
am asked most 
frequently. Other 
Categories can be 


found here. 
Tuesd 
ay, War Related Questions 
— 1.When will World 
5018 War Three start? 
2.When will the next 
terrorist attack 
occur? 
3.1 live in mid-west 
USA / England / 


Israel / Australia 
Hong Kong / some 
other place on 
earth. Will my city 
play a role in 
WW3? When will 
my city be 
invaded? (or 
something similar) 


MASONIC SECRETS 
REVEALED 


Sponsored 
Links: 


Don't miss 
the WWS3 
Newsletter! 


Lagging 
Behind? 
Can't keep up 
with what's 
really going on 
in the world? 
Let us do the 
sifting for you! 


Subscribe 
Now! 


It's FREE and 
takes only 
seconds. You'l 
| receive: 


4.Will you help 
organize an armed 
uprising? 

5.How can I prepare 
for WW3? 

6.What's the purpose 
of World War 3? 

7.1f nothing can be 
done to stop WW3, 
why bother sharing 
the information you 
have? 

8.Why isn't your site 
as detailed as other 
World War sites? 

9.The statistics you 
quote: Why are they 
inaccurate / 
incomplete / 
missing? 


When will World War 
Three start? 


A. This is by far the most 
frequent question I 
receive. 


Reliable, 
verifiable 
analysis of 
global 
events 
within a 
frame-work 
of the 
Planned 
WW3; 

Refreshing, 
practical 
advice on 
how to 
prepare for 
WW3; 

A sense of 
Sanity 
amidst a sea 
of confusion 
and panic. 


I will also rush 
you a FREE 


must-read 
bonus 


report: "The 
Police State 
Roadmap". A 


Although it's too early for 
this date to be readily 
accepted now, I believe 
that history will record the 
start of WW3 as being the 
US invasion of Iraq 

on March 20, 2003. 


Just as at the start 

of WW2, the entire world 
wasn't immediately 
engulfed in the flames of 
war in early September 
1939. Similarly, WW3 will 
have a period of 'warming 
up’ before those living 
through the event 
acknowledge that war has 
commenced. We are now 
in that period. 


However, I suspect what 
most people mean by this 
question is "When will 
the coming World War 
Three affect me 
personally?" 


First, let me say that I am 
not a prophet, so the 


200-page book 
summarizing 
the major 
themes of the 
New World 
Order as they 
have unfolded 
globally. It's 
my gift to you 
simply 


for subscribing 
today. 


Non-Java 
Subscription 
Option 
Why others 
subscribe 
Your privacy 
respected 


Today 
is Tuesday, 
August 7, 
2018, which is 
5619 days 
since the start 
of World War 


simple answer is that I 3 on March 20, 
don't know. Weare called 2003 and 6174 


to be watchmen on the days since the 
wall, not terrorist 
prophets. Prophets attacks 
predict, whereas of September 
watchmen watch: 11, 2001. 


constantly alert, looking 
for signs and indications 


that trouble is brewing. I 
am merely a watchman on _ so | 


the wall, seeing all the 
signs and drawing 
conclusions. You and I can 
predict outcomes, but not 
specific events, nor the 
timing thereof. I would 
caution you as to the true 
source of any specific 
predictions. 


That said, I believe the 
period from 2006 through 
2012 will be challenging 
times for us all. I believe 
current world events will 
reach a climax toward 
mid-2007, which is when 
most western civilizations 


will be deeply 

affected. This is my 
personal opinion which is 
not based on any verifiable 
fact - do with it what you 
will. 


For a more general 
breakdown of the phases 
of WW3, see The 6 Acts 
of WWS. 
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Based on the Occult 
Signature on world 
events, when will the 
next terrorist attack 
occur? 


A. I have had some 
success in 

identifying ahead of 

time when a potential 
terrorist attack MIGHT 
occur, using past Occult 
signatures on world events 


to predict possible future 
atrocities. However, Iam 
not a prophet, and will 
never claim to be one. I 
do not believe it is possible 
to ‘see the future’ without 
assistance from the spirit 
world, which I do not seek 
and do not receive. 


However, where a number 
of occultic signatures 
(usually more than 5) 
point towards a possibly 
significant date, I will bring 
that to your attention 

on this page. If no future 
date appears there, it 
means I have not come 
across any date supported 
by occultic signatures. 
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I live in mid-west USA / 
England / Israel / 
Australia / Hong Kong / 


India / Canada / some 
other place on 

earth. Will my city play 
a role in WW3? When 
will my city be 
invaded? (or something 
similar) 


A. My answer might offend 
you somewhat, so if you're 
sensitive, my short answer 
is "I don't know". 


If you're still reading, 
brace yourself! 


I suspect the real reason 
you're asking this question 
is because you're 
abdicating the 
responsibility of being 

a watchman on the wall, 
to me. You want someone 
else to do the thinking for 
you and tell you when to 
get out so that you can 
continue enjoying your life 
of relative comfort for as 
long as possible, and get 
out only when someone 


else tells you to. 


We cannot know exactly 
which city will be invaded 
and when. Plans change, 
and the people behind this 
grand plan will only take 
certain actions when a 
host of other requirements 
are in place. Every event 
happens for a specific 
reason, reasons which we 
are not aware 

of. However, you can 
familiarize yourself with 
the Grand Plan of WW3, 
and then watch how 
events are unfolding in 
your home town. In this 
way, you will be far better 
prepared to predict how 
your city might be involved 
in WW3. 
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Will you help organize 
an armed 

uprising? Why do you 
not suggest ways to 
resist the NWO? Will 
you join us in such-and- 
such demonstration? 


Absolutely not! 


Not once in the history of 
the world has freedom 
been won by writing letters 
or begging government to 
do what they are paid to 
do, which is to uphold the 
Constitution. 


Instead government has 
repeatedly slapped the 
people in the face and 
stated, 


"We will do OUR will and 
not the people's. We will 
do as WE please NO 
matter what the people 
want. We will continue to 
lie, to make war, to mass 


murder innocent women 
and children, to cheat, to 
steal. We know there is NO 
one that will stand against 
us because they have 
become weak and 
cowards." 


I firmly believe that 
resistance is futile, 
because: 


1.The battle we're seeing 
unfold is in fact the 
outworking of a battle 
occurring in the 
Spiritual realm. Hence, 
I am not prepared to 
resist, since one would 
be taking on far more 
than what appears to 
be a physical battle; 

2.The plan now unfolding 
has been in 
preparation for more 
than 2 
centuries. Nothing you 
nor I can do will affect 
the outcome in any 


significant manner; 
3.The outcome of the 
plan fulfills Biblical and 
secular prophecy - how 
is it possible to stop an 
outcome that has 
already been 
prophesied? 


Instead of resisting, I 
believe the only effective 
way of living life is to live 
‘under the radar’. You can 
find details of this 

here: How to Live 
"Under the Radar'. 
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Why isn't your site as 
detailed as other World 
War sites? I can't 
complete my research 
unless you provide more 
detail. Why is some or 
other vital piece of 


information missing? 


A. Unlike other sites who 
can afford to focus ona 
specific war and thus 
provide far more detail 
than I do, my intention is 
to provide a ‘helicopter 
view' of the true causes 
behind each World War, 
not to provide detailed 
Statistics on each. If 
you're looking for 
information to complete a 
school assignment, I 
strongly suggest you read 
my disclaimer. If you've 
done that and are still 
looking for more 
information, feel free to 
use the same research I 
used in preparing for this 
site, including timelines, 
casualties, leaders and 
countries involved. Help 
yourself at my Download 


Page. 
Top of Page 


The statistics you 
quote: Why are they 
inaccurate / incomplete 
/ missing? Why have 
you not mentioned [insert 
my favorite topic]? 


A. Firstly, apologies for 
not including your favorite 
Statistic / topic - it is NOT 
intentional! Hopefully you 
can understand that an 
undertaking like this is 
vast, and will never be 
fully 

complete. Please contact 
me and (nicely) point out 
any omissions - Iam more 
than happy to update the 
site after checking the 
sources you provide. All I 
ask is that you provide as 
much detail as possible, 
with links where possible 
to validate the omission. 


Secondly, please keep in 
mind that this is not meant 
to be an exhaustive 
compendium of World War 
facts. There are other 
sites that do a far better 
job than I can 

(see download page for 
details). However, 
hopefully what I've 
provided here is sufficient 
for you to understand 
HOW and WHY world wars 
occur. 
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If what you're saying Is 
true, it's obvious that I 
need to do something to 
protect myself and my 
family and top prepare 
for the coming tough 
times, but I don't know 
where to start. Can you 
help? 


A. This is the second most 
frequently asked question, 
so I've written a short 
report giving ideas and 
Suggestions about how to 
prepare. I've also 
provided a collection of 
useful resources which I've 
tried and tested and can 
highly 

recommend. Here are my 
suggestions to prepare for 
the coming World War 
Three, but please use this 
purely as a starting point 
to develop your own 


plan. How to Prepare 
Top of Page 


OK, I've read everything 
on your site, and don't 
really understand the 
purpose of this grand 
plan. Why 3 World 
Wars? Why a New 


World Order? What's 
going on? Who benefits 
from all of this? 


A. What an excellent 
question - clearly an 
indication you've 

been thinking. Unfortunat 
ely the answer is not an 
easy one. I'm currently 
working on my 
understanding of an 
answer, and it should be 
ready some time 

soon. Please subscribe to 
the newsletter if you'd like 
to be notified once I 
publish it - all subscribers 
will be offered this booklet 
at a hugely reduced rate 
once it's published. 


In the interim, here is my 
short answer: 


The NWO is a satanically 
inspired plan, hence the 
continuity over more than 
4 generations. If the NWO 
were ONLY a human 


endeavor, the plan would 
have limited success. But 
I believe that events on 
this earth are simply a 
physical manifestation of a 
Spiritual battle going on 
around us, between Satan 
and God (your religion 
may have different names, 
but the concept is the 
Same). Leaders of the 
NWO are thus influenced 
by real yet unseen spirits, 
and will therefore achieve 
a certain level of success, 
as long as God allows 
them dominion. 


If I were to Summarize my 
“helicopter view of the 
Universe and all things 
within it", it would be thus: 


1.The Universe was 
created by a Supreme 
Being; 

2.The Universe was 
created with both 
physical and spiritual 


worlds; 

3.Before this (physical) 
world was created, 
other worlds were 
created, both physical 
and spiritual; 

4.At some time before 
this world was created, 
a revolution occurred 
in the spiritual world, 
caused by some of the 
Creator's creatures 
challenging His right to 
Supreme authority 
over the entire 
universe; 

5.As a result of this 
revolt, the Supreme 
Being disowned the 
leader of the revolt, 
who took with him 
most of his 
followers. The 
Universe was thus 
divided into "Good" 
and "Evil"; 

6.Ever since this 
(physical) world was 
created, the Evil forces 


have been working to 
destroy it, because the 
Supreme Being did not 
allow them to take any 
credit for the creation 
of this world. 


Without getting into detail, 
I believe this view is 
Supported by Scripture, 
including that Satan has 
been allowed dominion 
over the earth for a limited 
period. 
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If what you say Is true, 
and nothing can be 
done to alter this, then 
perhaps it would be 
better for us NOT to 
know? What is the point 
of telling us about all the 
horrors that await us, if all 
we can do is sit back and 
watch it happen? Don't 


you think people would 
rather bask in their 
ignorance than go mad 
with sheer terror before 
being tortured and 
executed at the end of the 
world? 


A. There are two parts to 
this answer. The first 
refers to PAST events, and 
the second refers to 
FUTURE events. 


Past Events 


I agree that worrying 
about events in the past is 
pointless. This includes all 
other conspiracy sites who 
espouse all sorts of 
theories about past 
events, while ignoring the 
most important issue: how 
past events can be 
extrapolated to predict the 
direction of future world 
events. I believe it's 
important to understand 


the Conspiratorial 


Nature of History, 
without worrying about the 


individual events in 
isolation. This simply 
serves to confuse the issue 
and cloud the mind with 
irrelevant distractions. 


Future Events 


Again, I agree that 
worrying about whether 
the next terrorist attack 
will affect you personally is 
a waste of time: If it's 
your time to go, nothing 
you can do will change 
that. 


However, I disagree 
strongly that we should 
stick our heads in the sand 
as far as trends are 
concerned. History is 
replete with examples of 
people who refused to see 
the obvious signs, chose to 
do nothing, and were 
exterminated as a result. 


Something led you to this 


site, and the fact that 
you're reading this answer 
indicates to me that you 
HAVE already accepted 
that things are not as they 
seem. Simply accepting 
that fact and not doing 
anything about is, in my 
opinion, the most foolish 
and defeatist thing in the 
world. The best 
preparation you can 
achieve is to understand 
the trends we're seeing, 
and slowly make 
adjustments to your 
mindset and lifestyle, so 
that when the doodoo does 
hit the fan, you'll be ready 
to take massive and 
immediate action. 


Top of Page 


Top of Page 
Other Question 


Categories 


Home | Contact | FAQ's | Map | Privacy | Copyrigh 
t © 2012 and beyond, ThreeWorldWars.com. All 
Rights Reserved Everywhere. 

Last Update: Thursday February 02, 2012 


Who was Albert Pike? 


THREEWORLDWARS 


ABOUT 


= 8 8=—eeee—t—‘“——CC‘i‘iCCisS 


Who was Albert Pike? 


Albert Pike and Three World Wars 

Continued from Part 1: Who Was Albert Pike?. 

Albert Pike received a vision, which he described in a letter that 
he wrote to Mazzini, dated August 15, 1871. This letter 
graphically outlined plans for three world wars that were seen as 
necessary to bring about the One World Order, and we can 
marvel at how accurately it has predicted events that have 
already taken place. 

Pike's Letter to Mazzini 

It is acommonly believed fallacy that for a short time, the Pike 
letter to Mazzini was on display in the British Museum Library 
in London, and it was copied by William Guy Carr, former 
Intelligence Officer in the Royal Canadian Navy. The British 
Library has confirmed in writing to me that such a document has 
never been in their possession. Furthermore, in Carr's book, 
Carr includes the following footnote: 


The Keeper of Manuscripts recently informed the author that 
this letter is NOT catalogued in the British Museum Library. It 
seems strange that a man of Cardinal Rodriguez's knowledge 
should have said that it WAS in 1925". 


It appears that Carr learned about this letter from Cardinal Caro 
y Rodriguez of Santiago, Chile, who wrote The Mystery of 
Freemasonry Unveiled. 

To date, no conclusive proof exists to show that this letter was 
ever written. Nevertheless, the letter is widely quoted and the 
topic of much discussion. 


Following are apparently extracts of the letter, showing how 
Three World Wars have been planned for many generations. 


The First World War must be brought about in order to permit 
the Illuminati to overthrow the power of the Czars in Russia and 
of making that country a fortress of atheistic Communism. The 
divergences caused by the "agentur" (agents) of the Illuminati 
between the British and Germanic Empires will be used to 
foment this war. At the end of the war, Communism will be built 
and used in order to destroy the other governments and in order 
to weaken the religions."” 


Students of history will recognize that the political alliances of 
England on one side and Germany on the other, forged between 
1871 and 1898 by Otto von Bismarck, co-conspirator of Albert 
Pike, were instrumental in bringing about the First World War. 


The Second World War must be fomented by taking advantage 
of the differences between the Fascists and the political Zionists. 
This war must be brought about so that Nazism is destroyed and 
that the political Zionism be strong enough to institute a 
sovereign state of Israel in Palestine. During the Second World 


War, International Communism must become strong enough in 
order to balance Christendom, which would be then restrained 

and held in check until the time when we would need it for the 

final social cataclysm. 


After this Second World War, Communism was made strong 
enough to begin taking over weaker governments. In 1945, at 
the Potsdam Conference between Truman, Churchill, and Stalin, 
a large portion of Europe was simply handed over to Russia, and 
on the other side of the world, the aftermath of the war with 
Japan helped to sweep the tide of Communism into China. 


(Readers who argue that the terms Nazism and Zionism were not 
known in 1871 should remember that the 

Illuminati invented both these movements. In addition, 
Communism as an ideology, and as a coined phrase, originates 

in France during the Revolution. In 1785, Restif coined the 
phrase four years before revolution broke out. Restif and Babeuf, 
in turn, were influenced by Rousseau - as was the most famous 
conspirator of them all, Adam Weishaupt.) 

The Third World War must be fomented by taking advantage 
of the differences caused by the 'agentur' of the 'Illuminat' 
between the political Zionists and the leaders of Islamic World. 
The war must be conducted in such a way that Islam (the 
Moslem Arabic World) and political Zionism (the State of Israel) 
mutually destroy each other. Meanwhile the other nations, once 
more divided on this issue will be constrained to fight to the 
point of complete physical, moral, spiritual and economical 
exhaustionA fA’ AtaE™A fa€ Aga, 74,,¢A fA Aga, -AA fAgA¢ 
aesA—AgaezA¢A f AB’ Atae™MA fAgAgaesA—A.. AjA fA AgA, 
—A;AfaesA,AgA fA’ Atae™aA fae A¢a,—a,, ¢A fA’ Aga —AjAf 
aes AGA fA’ Atae™A faesA A¢AfZ’A,A¢A fAdAgaesA—A 


. AjAfaesA, AA fA’ Ada, AIA faesA,AjA fA’ Atae™ma fA¢ 
AgaesA~A...AjA fA’ Aga,-AjA faesA AA fA’ Afae™aA fa€ 
Aga, 9, fA SAB’ A AgAfAgAga, ~AjA A~Afa€\A, AjAf’ Ata 
em™A fA¢A¢aesA—A...AjAfZ’Aga,-AjA faesA,A'We shall 
unleash the Nihilists and ihe atheists, Pa we shall erowoke a 
formidable social cataclysm which 1n all its horror will show 
clearly to the nations the effect of absolute atheism, origin of 
savagery and of the most bloody turmoil. Then everywhere, the 
citizens, obliged to defend themselves against the world 
minority of revolutionaries, will exterminate those destroyers of 
civilization, and the multitude, disillusioned with Christianity, 
whose deistic spirits will from that moment be without compass 
or direction, anxious for an ideal, but without knowing where to 
render its adoration, will receive the true light through the 
universal manifestation of the pure doctrine of Lucifer, brought 
finally out in the public view. This manifestation will result 
from the general reactionary movement which will follow the 
destruction of Christianity and atheism, both conquered and 
exterminated at the same time.* 


Since the terrorist attacks of Sept 11, 2001, world events, and in 
particular in the Middle East, show a growing unrest and 
instability between Modern Zionism and the Arabic World. This 
is completely in line with the call for a Third World War to be 
fought between the two, and their allies on both sides. This 
Third World War 1s still to come, and recent events show us that 
it is not far off. 


Next: The New World Order 
Previous: Introduction to Conspiratorial History 


You might be interested in the following external links: 
Albert Pike Defense: Defenses of certain Pike assertions taken 
from Walter Lee Brown, Professor Emeritus of History at the 
University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and his book "A Life of 
Albert Pike," published by the U. of Arkansas press, 1997. 
Freemasonry Inside Out: This sensational analysis of the 
Masonic brotherhood examines the basic question asked for 
almost 300 years by the general public and surprisingly by many 
masons themselves. "If Freemasonry is simply a fraternal and 
charitable organisation, why is there an almost fanatical 
obsession with secrecy." 

Layout of Washington D.C. and discussion of how President 
Andrew Johnson considered himself to be the subordinate to 


Albert Pike, the leader of North American Freemasonry. 
Looking for pictures of Albert Pike? 


Footnotes 
1. Lady Queensborough: Occult Theocracy, pp. 208-209. 


2, 3, 4. Cmdr. William Guy Carr: Quoted in Satan: Prince of 
This World. 
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This Is What a Nuclear Bomb Looks Like 


If America is attacked, the strike probably won’t 
come from North Korea. And it will be even scarier 
than we imagine. 

Photo: Getty Images/photo-illustration by Gluekit 


In his efforts to Make America Great Again, Donald 
Trump has succeeded in reviving at least one aspect 
of America’s past: the fear of nuclear war. Since 
taking office, the president has boasted about 

the size of his “Nuclear Button,” jettisoned the 
nuclear deal with Iran, and threatened to unleash 
“fire and fury like the world has never seen” on 
North Korea. His national-security adviser, John 
Bolton, openly advocates a first-strike policy against 
nuclear-armed enemies, and the Pentagon, after 
decades of careful disarmament, wants to spend $1.2 
trillion to upgrade its nuclear arsenal. If you've felt a 
new shiver of nuclear fear over the past year, you're 
not alone: The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists has 
moved its “Doomsday Clock” to within two minutes 
of midnight — closer than it has been since the 
height of the Cold War. In January, when a state 
employee in Hawaii mistakenly triggered an 
emergency alert, warning that a ballistic missile was 
inbound, many islanders raced to take shelter and 
unite with their loved ones, believing they were only 


minutes away from utter devastation. 


What made the false alarm all the more frightening 
is just how plausible the prospect of a nuclear strike 
has become. The U.S. and Russia, both of which 
maintain massive nuclear arsenals, are increasingly 
at odds. Iran has announced plans to ramp up its 
production of enriched uranium. North Korea may 
already have nuclear missiles capable of striking 
anywhere in the U.S., and there is no way to know 
whether Trump’s negotiations with Kim Jong-un will 
wind up increasing or decreasing the prospect of 
nuclear war. But the current state of dread, while 
entirely understandable, has overshadowed two 
crucial realities about the threat of a nuclear 
calamity. First, a nuclear attack on the United States 
could well come not from the skies but from the 
streets. Experts warn that it would be relatively easy 
for terrorists to build an “improvised nuclear bomb” 
and smuggle it into America. Building a ten-kiloton 
bomb nearly as destructive as the one dropped on 
Hiroshima would require little more than some 
technical expertise and 46 kilograms of highly 
enriched uranium — a quantity about the size of a 
bowling ball. 


The second reality we have failed to understand is 
what a nuclear detonation and its aftermath would 
actually look like. In our imaginations, fueled by 


apocalyptic fictions like The Road and The Day 
After, the scale and speed of nuclear annihilation 
seem too vast and horrific to contemplate. If nuclear 
war is considered “unthinkable,” that is in no small 
part because of our refusal to think about it with any 
clarity or specificity. In the long run, the best 
deterrent to nuclear war may be to understand what 
a single nuclear bomb is capable of doing to, say, a 
city like New York — and to accept that the reality 
would be even worse than our fears. 


What Happens When a Nuclear Bomb Hits 
The Bomb 


There are currently at least 2,000 tons of weapons- 
grade nuclear material stored in some 40 countries 
— enough to make more than 40,000 bombs 
approximately the size of the one that devastated 
Hiroshima. Stealing the material would be 
challenging but far from impossible. Russia 
stockpiles numerous bombs built before the use of 
electronic locks that disable the weapons in the event 
of tampering. Universities that handle uranium often 
have lax security. And insiders at military 
compounds sometimes steal radioactive material 
and sell it on the black market. Since 1993, there 
have been 762 known instances in which radioactive 
materials were lost or stolen, and more than 2,000 


cases of trafficking and other criminal activities. 


Related Stories 


Are Putin’s New Nukes a Real Threat? 


The Frightening Lessons From Hawaii's False 
Missile Alert 


Once terrorists obtained the uranium, they would 
need only a small team of sympathetic engineers and 
physicists to build what is known as a gun-type 
nuclear bomb, like the one dropped on Hiroshima. A 
gun-type nuke uses traditional explosives to fire a 
slug of uranium through a tube directly into another 
chunk of uranium, fracturing huge numbers of 
atoms and unleashing a massive amount of energy. 
Compared to modern nuclear missiles, which are far 
more powerful and complex, constructing a crude 
gun-type nuke is fairly straightforward. In 2002, 
when Joe Biden was chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, he asked several nuclear 
laboratories whether a terrorist group could 
construct an off-the-shelf nuclear weapon. Several 
months later, they gave their answer: Without 
resorting to any illegal activities or drawing on 
classified information, and using only commercially 
available parts, they had built a nuclear bomb that 
was “bigger than a breadbox but smaller than a 
dump truck.” To underscore the danger, Biden had 


them bring the device to the Senate. 


The last step in the process — smuggling the weapon 
into the United States — would be even easier. A ten- 
kiloton bomb, which would release as much energy 
as 10,000 tons of TNT, would be only seven feet long 
and weigh about 1,000 pounds. It would be simple to 
transport such a device to America aboard a 
container ship, just another unseen object in a giant 
metal box among millions of other metal boxes 
floating on the ocean. Even a moderate amount of 
shielding would be enough to hide its radioactive 
signature from most detectors at shipping hubs. 
Given all the naturally radioactive items that 
frequently trigger false alarms — bananas, ceramics, 
Brazil nuts, pet deodorizers — a terrorist group could 
even bury the bomb in bags of Fresh Step or Tidy 
Cats to fool inspectors if a security sensor was 
tripped. In 1946, a senator asked J. Robert 
Oppenheimer, the physicist who played a key role in 
the Manhattan Project, what instrument he would 
use to detect a nuclear bomb smuggled into the 
United States. Oppenheimer’s answer: “A 
screwdriver.” Amazingly, our detection systems have 
still not caught up to this threat: One would 
essentially have to open and visually inspect every 
single crate and container arriving on America’s 
shores. Once the container ship reached a port like 


Newark, terrorists would have no trouble loading the 
concealed bomb into the back of an unassuming 
white van and driving it through the Lincoln Tunnel 
directly into Times Square. 


The Blast 


One of the greatest misconceptions about nuclear 
bombs is that they annihilate everything in sight, 
leaving nothing but a barren flatland devoid of shape 
and life. In truth, the physical destruction inflicted 
by a nuclear explosion resembles that of a combined 
hurricane and firestorm of unprecedented 
proportion. Consider one example: A ten-kiloton 
nuclear bomb detonated on the ground in Times 
Square would explode with a white flash brighter 
than the sun. It would be seen for hundreds of miles, 
briefly blinding people as far away as Queens and 
Newark. In the same moment, a wave of searing heat 
would radiate outward from the explosion, followed 
by a massive fireball, the core of which would reach 
tens of millions of degrees, as hot as the center of the 
sun. 


When such a bomb explodes, everyone within 100 
feet of ground zero is instantaneously reduced to a 
spray of atoms. There are photos from Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki showing eerie silhouettes of people 
cast against a flat surface, such as a wall or floor. 


These are not, as is sometimes claimed, the remains 
of vaporized individuals, but rather a kind of morbid 
nuclear photograph. The heat of the nuclear 
explosion bleaches or darkens the background 
surface, except for the spot blocked by the person, 
leaving a corresponding outline. In some cases the 
heat released by the explosion will also burn the 
patterns of clothing onto people’s skin. 


One of the greatest misconceptions about 
nuclear bombs is that they annihilate 
everything in sight, leaving nothing but a 
barren flatland. 


Near the center of the blast, the suffering and 
devastation most closely conform to the fictional 
apocalypse of our imaginations. This is what it would 
look like within a half-mile of Times Square: Few 
buildings would remain standing. Mountains of 
rubble would soar as high as 30 feet. As fires raged, 
smoke and ash would loft into the air. The New York 
Public Library’s stone guardians would be reduced to 
pebble and dust. Rockefeller Center would be an 
unrecognizable snarl of steel and concrete, its titanic 
statue of Prometheus — eight tons of bronze and 
plaster clad in gold — completely incinerated. 


Within a half-mile radius of the blast, there would be 
few survivors. Those closest to the atomic bombings 


on Hiroshima and Nagasaki have described the 
horrors they witnessed: People with ripped sheets of 
skin hanging from their bodies; people whose brains 
were visible through their shattered skulls; people 
with holes for eyes. Sakue Shimohira watched her 
mother’s charred body crumble into ash as she tried 
to wake her. Shigeko Sasamori’s father cut off the 
blackened husk of skin all over her face, revealing 
pools of pus beneath. 


As the fireball travels outward from the blast, people, 
buildings, and trees within a one-mile radius would 
be severely burned or charred. Metal, fabric, plastic, 
and clay would ignite, melt, or blister. The intense 
heat would set gas lines, fuel tanks, and power lines 
on fire, and an electromagnetic pulse created by the 
explosion would knock out most computers, cell 
phones, and communication towers within several 
miles. 


Traveling much farther than the fireball, a colossal 
pressure wave would hurtle forth faster than the 
speed of sound, generating winds up to 500 miles 
per hour. The shock wave would demolish the 
flimsiest buildings and strip the walls and roofs off 
stronger structures, leaving only their naked and 
warped scaffolding. It would snap utility poles like 
toothpicks and rip through trees, fling people 
through the air, and turn brick, glass, wood, and 


metal into deadly projectiles. A blast in Times 
Square, combined with the fireball, would carve a 
crater 50 feet deep at the center of the explosion. 
The shock wave would reach a diameter of nearly 3.2 
miles, shattering windows as far as Gramercy Park 
and the American Museum of Natural History. 


All this would happen within a few seconds. 


From Van to Tsunami 


Five different nukes, and what they would do if 
unleashed on Times Square. 


10 Kilotons 


Puny by current standards, a ten-kiloton terrorist 
bomb detonated on the ground in Times Square 
would deliver a blast nearly as destructive as the 
nukes dropped on Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki. Estimated injured and killed in blast: 
550,000. 


250 Kilotons 


This is the nuke that North Korea is believed to have 
tested last year. Though smaller than many 
warheads, a 250-kiloton bomb, detonated in the air, 
would create a larger shock wave and fireball than a 
ground explosion. Estimated injured and killed in 
blast: 2.9 million. 


Soo Kilotons 


Russia’s ballistic missiles often carry multiple 
warheads that disperse to hit multiple targets. A 
single warhead would destroy most buildings in 
Manhattan and expose people from Park Slope to 
Secaucus to thermal radiation. Estimated injured 
and killed in blast: 4.6 million. 


5 Megatons 
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China’s DF-5 missile carries a “city buster” nuke that 
could incinerate midtown Manhattan, destroy homes 
across northern New Jersey and Long Island, and 
subject beachgoers in the Rockaways to third- 
degree burns. Estimated injured and killed in blast: 
7.9 million. 


100 Megatons 


Designed by the Soviet Union, the “Tsar Bomba” 
could be detonated via a nuclear-powered 
underwater vehicle called the Poseidon, triggering a 
1,600-foot-high radioactive tsunami that would 
devastate the coastline. Estimated injured and killed 
in blast: 14.7 million. 
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The Path of the Fallout: Within two hours of an 
attack on Times Square, a plume of radioactive 
fallout would unfurl 60 miles beyond the city. 
Depending on the weather, the plume could reach 
upstate New York, Trenton, or midway across Long 
Island. Maximum Exposure (orange): Extends for 20 
miles. Some survivors fall ill; risk of cancer jumps by 
10 percent. The Hot Zone (yellow): Reaches 60 
miles. Lingers for weeks, contaminating food and 
water supplies. Illustration: Remie Geoffroi 


The moment a nuclear bomb detonates, several 
forms of nuclear radiation instantly permeate the 
environment. As this pulse of radiation surges 
through the bodies of everyone who is outside, or in 
weakly insulated buildings, it wreaks biological 
havoc at the molecular level. By altering the 
structure of key cellular machinery and injuring 
DNA, the radiation impairs the ability of cells to 
replicate and repair themselves. A ground 
detonation of a ten-kiloton bomb in Times Square 
would subject everyone between Murray Hill and 
Hell’s Kitchen, and from 32nd Street to the bottom 
of Central Park, to a potentially lethal dose of 
radiation. 


Within minutes to hours, most people exposed in 
these areas would begin to show signs of acute 
radiation syndrome: nausea, headache, dizziness, 


and vomiting. After several days to two weeks, new 
symptoms would emerge: diarrhea, hair loss, fever, 
seizures, and bleeding in the mouth and under the 
skin, which sometimes creates purple blotches on 
the body. In the most severe cases, people would 
become emaciated, delirious, and incapacitated. 
Most people with radiation sickness will die for one 
of two reasons: because they no longer have enough 
immune cells to fight off microbial infections, or 
because their digestive system is too damaged to 
function properly. 


The radiation released instantaneously by an 
explosion is only a prelude to a much more insidious 
and long-lived threat. Immediately after the blast, a 
huge fireball would rise swiftly through the air and 
begin to condense into a mushroom cloud, tinted red 
at first, then white. A strong updraft and inflowing 
winds would suck soil and debris, already bonded 
with radioactive particles released by the explosion, 
into the cloud. Within 15 minutes, a portion of this 
radioactive dust — mostly grains the size of salt or 
sand — would begin to fall directly on the city. 
Within a day, some survivors exposed to the dust 
would begin to experience itching and burning 
sensations; within two to three weeks, lesions would 
begin to appear. Fallout that is inhaled or swallowed, 
or that enters the body through a wound, would be 


even more dangerous: It exposes internal organs to a 
continuous source of nuclear radiation, damaging 
tissue in the same way as the initial pulse of 
radiation from the explosion itself. 


The Day After 


What would happen if a ten-kiloton terrorist bomb 
were detonated in Times Square. 


1. The Fireball 
5 blocks 


Cam ie 
Illustration: Remie Geoffroi 


Following a flash brighter than the sun, a massive 
fireball would blast a crater 50 feet deep and 
cremate almost everything — and everyone — 
between Sixth and Eighth Avenues. Those taking 
the subway would be killed when the entire station 
collapses. 


2. The Shock Wave 
25 blocks 


[8 eo 


Illustration: Remie Geoffroi 


Winds of up to 500 mph would raze buildings and 
turn cars and lampposts into deadly projectiles. 
Anyone standing near a window would be killed by a 


hurricane of glass shards. The Empire State Building 
would look like a charred tree trunk after a forest fire. 


3. The Radiation 
35 blocks 
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Within weeks of the blast, up to 90 percent of the 
survivors within this range would die from the 
bomb’s initial burst of radiation. The remainder 
would suffer third-degree burns and scarring from 
thermal radiation, which can require amputation. 


4. The Wind Storm 
65 blocks 
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Winds of 40 mph would shatter windows facing the 
blast and send construction cranes careening into 
the streets below. 
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Casualties 

Killed in the blast: 250,000 

Injured in the blast: 300,000 

Killed or Injured by the fallout: 500,000 


The Survivors 


Only people at ground zero would be instantly and 
painlessly vaporized by the blast. Many more — 
hundreds of thousands — would be horrifically 
injured and killed by the inordinate heat and 
staggering shock wave. They would be scorched to 
death, crushed by collapsing buildings, suffocated 
beneath rubble, and pierced with flying chunks of 
glass and metal. Many would be consumed by 
secondary fires. Farther out from the blast — only 1.5 
miles away — the scene would resemble the 
aftermath of a strong storm: broken windows, stalled 
and crashed cars, litter and rubble, minor injuries. 
Neighborhoods in Queens, Brooklyn, Yonkers, and 
New Jersey that still had power would continue to 
function normally. In the immediate aftermath of 
the explosion, millions of residents would find their 
homes still habitable, their communities intact, their 


daily routines largely undisrupted. 


A terrorist-built nuclear bomb detonated in Times 
Square would injure 300,000 people and kill 
250,000 — 20 times more deaths than in any natural 
disaster or act of terrorism in America’s history. 
More than 500,000 would eventually be killed or 
injured by the radioactive fallout. But this is just the 
toll from a bomb that is puny compared to modern 
nuclear missiles. A larger nuke — a 300-kiloton 
warhead, say, of the type possessed by Russia and 
China — would kill at least 1.2 million and injure 
another 2 million. Overall, a nuclear missile 
detonated in the air over New York City would be 
more destructive and deadlier than a ground 
explosion, because it would generate a larger blast 
wave and fireball. By contrast, a nuclear bomb 
detonated on the ground loses some of its 
destructive power, because the energy is absorbed by 
the ground itself, but kicks up more dirt and debris, 
producing a much larger amount of radioactive 
fallout and causing a higher proportion of deaths 
from radiation sickness and cancer. 


Once it became clear that Times Square had been hit 
by a nuclear bomb, many people outside ground zero 
would attempt to flee, not realizing that cars provide 
virtually no protection from fallout. The survivors 
who fared best would be those who heeded the 


government’s official advice in the event of a nuclear 
attack: Get inside, stay inside, stay tuned. Though 
the words sound incommensurate with the horror 
and devastation of a nuclear explosion, the smartest 
thing to do directly before or after a nuclear blast is 
to surround yourself with as much solid material as 
possible, to provide a physical barrier against the 
heat, pressure, and fallout released by the 
detonation. A clerk named Eizo Nomura was only 
560 feet from ground zero in Hiroshima, yet he 
survived because he happened to be retrieving 
documents from the basement of a reinforced- 
concrete building. 


The ideal shelter is a strong underground structure, 
such as a basement, tunnel, or parking garage. The 
very center of a large, sturdy building also provides 
some protection: the middle of the middle floor, or 
as close to it as possible. New York once had some 
18,000 nuclear-fallout shelters stocked with food 
and medical supplies, but most were long ago 
converted into restaurants and bars. In 1975, the city 
went from shelter to shelter removing all the drugs 
from the first-aid kits to prevent them from being 
stolen by junkies. 


After taking shelter, survivors who managed to find 
working radios, TVs, and cell phones would be 
advised to consume only food and water in sealed 


containers. Those exposed to fallout would be 
instructed to remove their clothes and wash or wipe 
down their skin, to get rid of radioactive particles. 
Although fallout is extremely dangerous at first, it 
decays rapidly. Within 24 to 72 hours of an 
explosion, it would be safe to reemerge. About half of 
potential radiation exposure occurs within the first 
hour, and 80 percent occurs within the first day. 


In the years after the attack, some survivors would 
endure amputation, paralysis, severe scarring, 
twisted torsos and limbs, cataracts, thyroid disease, 
and heart disease. They would wake in the night, 
screaming in terror, and sink into clinical 
depression. Many children exposed to radiation in 
the womb would develop birth defects, particularly 
small heads and mental disabilities. People exposed 
to radiation would have an increased risk for cancer, 
especially in the blood, thyroid, breast, stomach, 
colon, lung, liver, and bladder. The spike can be 
dramatic: Between 1950 and 2000, survivors of the 
atomic bombings in Japan were 46 percent more 
likely than the general population to develop lethal 
cases of leukemia. 


The Plume 


In the hours and days after a nuclear blast, a massive 
plume of fallout would unfurl past the city’s borders 


and up the Eastern Seaboard, scattering radioactive 
dust on everything in its path: people, homes, farms, 
animals, forests, rivers. The most radioactive region 
of the plume would reach its full length of 20 miles 
an hour after the explosion, exposing every 
unsheltered person in the area to toxic levels of 
radiation; if it were to spread north from Times 
Square, it would reach as far as New Rochelle. 
Within a day, this danger zone would shrink to about 
a mile in length. Within a week, it would have 
dissipated completely. 


A much bigger but less radioactive region of the 
plume, called the hot zone, would reach its 
maximum length of 60 miles — extending, say, as far 
north as Monroe, Connecticut — two hours after the 
explosion. A week later, the hot zone would still 
extend 20 miles from the city, and it would take 
many more weeks for it to disappear altogether. 
Although radioactivity in the hot zone would likely 
be too weak to cause any acute symptoms of 
radiation sickness, it could still subtly damage the 
human body and increase the chance of cancer. 


How far and in what direction a plume of fallout 
travels depends on the altitude of the mushroom 
cloud, as well as temperature, wind, and other 
meteorological variables. Within an hour of an 
explosion, FEMA’s Interagency Modeling and 


Atmospheric Assessment Center would begin to 
track the plume’s movement, providing updates and 
projections to federal, state, and local authorities. 
They would use the information to evacuate people 
in the opposite direction of the plume and warn 
people in the plume’s path to seek shelter and avoid 
consuming any exposed water or food. Farmers in 
upstate New York and neighboring states might be 
told to shelter their animals and postpone or destroy 
their harvests, due to contamination. A similar-size 
attack on the nation’s capital could lead to an 
embargo on crops in Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, 
and parts of New Jersey. The smallest and lightest 
specks of radioactive debris would meanwhile rise 
high into the atmosphere, circling the Earth many 
times before returning to the ground in rain or snow. 
If the plume encountered storm clouds, a large 
amount of drifting fallout could suddenly descend, 
creating a hot spot of radioactivity many miles from 
ground zero. 


The Aftermath 


More than 70 years ago, America became the first 
and only country to use nuclear weapons in war. 
Despite witnessing the immediate and enduring 
horror of those attacks — despite decades of 
technological advances in nuclear warfare — the U.S. 
remains shockingly unprepared for a similar assault 


on its own soil. Much of the short-term response to a 
nuclear explosion in a city like New York would be 
improvised — adapted from plans meant for other 
kinds of disasters. To get food into the city, say, or 
repair disabled subway lines, emergency officials 
might draw on contingencies outlined in the event of 
another Hurricane Sandy. What’s more, it could take 
several days for federal assistance to arrive, given the 
risk of radiation poisoning and the need to plan and 
coordinate a response in the moment. Once the 
immediate threat passed and first responders were 
able to descend on ground zero, disaster teams 
would begin decontaminating the city through a 
combination of methods that seem oddly mundane: 
vacuuming, power washing, steam cleaning, 
sandblasting, and road resurfacing. Beyond the first 
few days, however, it appears that no federal or state 
agency has detailed plans in place for recovering 
from a nuclear attack. 


After the United States dropped Little Boy on 
Hiroshima, it took only four days to repair water 
pumps and get some streetcar and railway lines up 
and running. But it took the city four years to 
complete its initial restoration efforts and another 
decade to recover its prewar population. What 
rebounds most quickly, amid the death and 
destruction of a nuclear attack, is life itself. Within 


weeks of a nuclear blast in Times Square, trees and 
shrubs in Central Park that survived the explosion 
would begin to grow new shoots. Just as wind-borne 
seeds will colonize the still-warm slopes of a recently 
erupted volcano, here, too, new plants would start to 
stretch their roots into the charred soil. Small 
creatures that survived by virtue of being 
underground or underwater — ants, beetles, spiders, 
mice, fish, salamanders — would grow and multiply. 
Rats would emerge from the subway tunnels to 
explore the city’s rubble. Mourning doves would 
build nests on fire escapes warped and melted by the 
blast. By the spring of 1946, within a year of the 
bombing of Hiroshima, red oleander was blooming 
once more. It is now the city’s official flower. 


Reporting contributed by Ferris Jabr. 
Casualty estimates and fallout map based on 
research by Alex Wellerstein of nuclearsecrecy.com. 


*This article appears in the June 11, 2018, issue 
of New York Magazine. Subscribe Now! 


TAGS: 
NUCLEAR WAR 


NORTH KOREA 


DONALD TRUMP 
KIM JONG-UN 


MORE 


Jump directly to the content 

THE SUN, A NEWS UK COMPANY 

News Corp is a network of leading companies 
in the wovlds of diversified media, news, 


education, and information services. 
FOLLOW THE SUN 


will there be a World War 3 and who would 


win? Latest WW3 news as US and Russia 
tensions over Syria continue 


Russian leader has said that a war would wipe out 
civilisation 


30th November 2018, 7:25 am 
Updated: 30th November 2018, 2:08 pm 


THE world is on high alert with tensions 
between the US and Russia over Syria at 
boiling point. 

IF you add Novth Korea's nuclear 

ambitions into the mix, an all-out war could 
be on the cards - but who would win if 
World War 3 broke out? We explore the 
options. 


Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin are 


engaged in a war of words over the ongoing 


atrocities in Syria 
will there be a World War Three? 


As the world comes under fire from terror 
attacks, escalating hostility between Russia 
and the US, and conflict in Ukraine, a full- 
blown war could soon be wove likely than 


ever. 
Here's what's happened so far: 


2018 


November 29 Russia has threatened to 
resume airstrikes in Syria against "Islamist 
insurgents" as it looks as if a ceasefire deal 
with Turkey is about to collapse. 

November 25 Russia captured three 
Ukranian naval vessels and 23 crew members 


which weve sailing off the coast of Crimea. 


June 7: Vladimir Putin said WW3 
would_lead to the "end of civilisation". He said 
the US should stop imposing its own rules on 
other countries and avoid upsetting the 
strategic nuclear balance to avoid this. 

May 24: Donald Trump cancels a planned 
summit with Kim Jong-un, saying North 
Korea's leader showed "tremendous anger 
and open hostility". It comes after one of 
Kim's ministers called vice-president Mike 
Pence "ignorant and stupid" for comparing 
the state to Libya. 

April 21: North Korea says It has 
suspended long-range wissile tests and plans 
to shut its nuclear test site, a day before Kim 
is due to meet his South Korean counterpart 
Moon Jae-in. US President Donald Trump 


welcomes the news saying It was a sign of 


"ovogress being made for all". 
April 16: Kim Jong-un vages that Britain 
moving Navy ships close to North Korean 


waters is “nothing short of an act of war’. 
April 15: Boris Johnson defends ''standing 


up for civilised values" with Syria bombing 
raids. 
April 14: Donald Trump announces a 


coalition of US, UK and French forces have 


launched a coordinated air strike. The 

MoD deem the mission a success. Theresa May 
says there was |'no alternative" to military 
force. Russia warns that there "will be 
consequences" following the raids. 

April 12: Cabinet backed UK intervention 
in Syria "to deter the further use of chewical 
weapons by the Assad regime". 

April 11: Defence chiefs in Russia say 


they will respond "immediately" if 
their military units in Syria are hit in any US 
airstrikes. 

April 11: Russia's ambassador to Lebanon 
has said US missiles fired at Syria would be 
shot down and the launch sites targeted. 

April 7: A suspected nerve agent attack 
in Douma, Syria leaves 70 dead and prompts 
Donald Trump to brand Bashar al-Assad an 
"animal" and a "butcher". 

March 14: Russia said there would be 
retaliation if the UK implemented any new 
measures and a spokeswoman for the Russian 
foreign ministry said Britain must not try to 
threaten Moscow, pointing to Putin’s recent 
speech in which he presented a range of new 


nuclear weapons. Trump has said the US 


sides with the UK. 

March 13: After the poisoning of former 
Russian spy Sergei Skripal and his daughter, 
Prime Minister Theresa May threatened to 
implement a range of possible reprisals 


against Russia. 
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Russia has threatened retaliation measures if 


the US was to conduct strikes on Syria 


2017 


December 26: Following another round of 
sanctions, it was reported Kim was planning 
to launch a satellite which would actually 
mask another nuclear missile test. 


November 28: Kim Jong-un proudly 


declared North Korea a nuclear state 


after successfully launching a more powerful 
ICBM Hwasong-15. The rocket flew for 


around SO minutes and travelled just over 
600 wiles before coming down in the Sea of 
Japan. 

October 31: US and Russian nuclear 


bombers fly near North Korea, while reports 


in Japan say a Kim regime nuclear facility 
has collapsed with 200 people inside. 


October 23: Trump has put nuclear 
bombers back on 24-hour alert for the first 
time since the end of the Cold War. 

October 21: Supersonic US B-1B 
strategic bombers zoomed over South Korea 
as part of an air show prompting Kim to 


warn the Korean peninsula is on the “eve of 


explosion” 

October 7: Trump issues chilling threat to 
North Korea, insisting "only one thing will 
work" when dealing with the rogue state. 

October 3: North Korea thveatened 
"suicidal" Japan with “nuclear clouds” as it 
blasted Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s call for 
the world to pile more pressure on the rogue 


state. 


October 1: Trump says US Secretary of 


State Rex Tillerson is “wasting his 
time”’trying to negotiate with “Little Rocket 


Man” Kim Jong-un. 
September 26: North Korea moved _jet 


fighters to the coast to intercept US bombers. 
September 25: North Korea threatened 


to_attack US warplanes and accused Donald 


Trump of declaring war. 
September 15: North Kovea fired a 


ballistic missile over Japan and into the 
Pacific, responding to new UN sanctions with 


its furthest-ever missile flight. 

September 10/11: Two Hwasong-14 
intercontinental ballistic missiles were test- 
fived with a vange of more than 6,210 wiles. 

September 6: North Korea promised a 
"vedoubling" of its nuclear arsenal in response 
to threatened sanctions and warned the US 
faced "catastrophic consequences". 

September 4: James Mattis, the US 
Defence Secretary, warned of a "massive 
military response" to any threat from North 
Korea against the United States or tts allies. 

September 3: The west awakes to the 


news North Korea has detonated a nuclear 


device in a test. The blast triggered an 
artificial earthquake six times larger than any 
previous test. 

August 31: The US responded to Kim 


Jing-un's latest missile outrage with a 


tervifying show of strength, dropping huge 
bombs near the North Korean border. 


August 29: Officials confirmed the North's 


missile launch. The "unidentified projectile" 
hurtled over the country before breaking into 


pieces, according to South Korea's military. 
August 28: It was reported that North 


Korea had fired a wissile towards northern 
Japan. Residents were called to take 
immediate shelter underground. 

August 15: North Korea appeaved to back 
down from an imminent strike by saying 


Kim Jong-un would watch "the foolish and 


stupid conduct of the Yankees" befove 
deciding whether to fire on Guam. 


August 12: New satellite images of North 


Kovea bases appear to show the volatile state 
is overhauling its missile sub fleet. 

August 11: The Sun revealed Britain 
would play no part in a military strike on the 
communist state in a move that was 
slammed as “weak and ill-judged" by ex- 
Commander of British Forces Afghanistan 
Colonel Richard Kemp. 

August 10: North Korean state media 
said it was planning to launch four rockets 


towards the US territory of Guam. 
August 10: Trump declared North Korea 


"better get their act together" or they will be 
in trouble like "few nations have ever been". 


He also suggested he wight not have been 


tough enough with his previous comments on 
the rogue state. 
August 8: Trump warned North Korea 


faces “fire and fury” if it threatens the US — 


as intelligence documents reveal Kim Jong- 
un has made mini nukes to attach to his new 


rockets 
July 31: It was reported that Donald 


Trump was ready to order a military 
stvikeagainst a North Korean nuclear 


weapons facility hidden beneath a mountain 
range. 

July 5: North Korea test-fired_a ballistic 
missile which analysts say has a range of 
6,700 kilometres and brings Alaska within 
reach. Pyongyang later said it was a 


“landmark” test of a Hwasong-14 


intercontinental ballistic missile. Trump 


responded with an tweet saying; "Does this 
guy have anything better to do with his life". 

June 13: North Kovea threatened to nuke 
Trump's home town of New York after he 
mocked the missile programme. 

May S: Pyongyang announced it would 
seek the extradition of anyone involved in 
what it says was a ClA-backed plot to kill 
leader Kim Jung-un with a biochemical 
poison 

May 11: The hermit state said that it has 
the right to “ruthlessly punish” any US 
citizens after it detained_a fourth 
American at the start of May 

May 2: Kim Jong-un warned that 
it_would be apiece of cake" to nuke Japan - 


warning that those who tried to retaliate 


and their supports would not be safe 

April 28: North Korea launched a 
devastating attack on the US Capitol to spark 
World War Three in a terrifying propaganda 
film. 

April 19: Vice President Mike Pence 
warned Kim Jong-un the US would "defeat 
any attack" as he spoke to soldiers aboard a 
massive aircraft carrier. 

April 14: During parades marking 105 
years since the state’s founder Kim Il-sung 
was born, a devastating arsenal was on 
show including a KN-O8 rocket, thought to 
be capable of flying more than 7,000 miles — 
within range of Los Angeles, New York and 
Washington DC. But experts have since 
questioned If the weapons were genuine. 

April 4: A US strike force was sent 


towards the western Pacific Ocean near the 
Korean peninsula. 

August 17: A leading Pacific affairs 
expert warned the region was a ''ticking time 
bomb" with Korea, South China Sea and 


Taiwan the likely flash-points 


Who would win the war? 


It is impossible to say who would win a 


conflict. 


Donald Trump said his first order as 
president was to renovate and modernise 
America's nuclear arsenal, which he claims is 
"now far stronger and wore powerful than 


ever before". 


North Korea has been relentless in its nuclear 


tests and it is now believed the rogue state 


has missiles capable of hitting US territories. 


The US is the only country in possession of 
fifth-gen fighter planes - 187 F-22 jets, plus 
the F-35 which is not yet out of the testing 
phase. 


However, Russia is developing a new stealth 


fighter nicknamed The Ghost and China is 


working on four. 
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The meeting between Kim Jogn-un and 


Donald Trump is back on 


What has Trump and his administration said 
about North Korea? 


Donald Trump wrote a letter to North 


Korean dictator Kim Jong-un saying the 


historic meeting "will not take place". 


He cited the "tremendous anger and open 

hostility" in a recent statement from North 
Korea, in which it said the country was just 
as ready to meet in a nuclear confrontation 


as at the negotiating table. 


Trump veplied: "You talk about your nuclear 
capabilities, but ours are so massive that | 


pray to God they will never have to be used." 
But on May 1, after a White House visit from 
a high-vanking North Korean official, Trump 
declaved the meeting would go ahead. 

It has been rescheduled for June 12 after a 


letter from Kim Jong-un was passed on to 
the President. 


What happened in Syria? 


Aid workers reported dozens of people 
were_killed by poison gas - many of them 
young children - following the attack on the 
vebel-held town. 


Official sources said at least 70 people had 
died in the atrocity late on Saturday, April 
7, 2018, in the besieged town of Douma. 


Patients showed signs of "vespiratory distress, 
central cyanosis, excessive oral foaming, 
corneal burns, and the emission of chlorine - 


like odour", they said. 


The statement added civil defence volunteers 
found 42 casualties dead in their homes 


"with similar clinical symptoms of excessive 


oral foaming, cyanosis, and corneal burns". 


Harrowing footage showed victims with 
yellowed skin crumpled on the ground and 


foaming at the mouth. 
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A Syrian civil defence volunteer carries an 
injured infant following Syrian government 


air strikes 


And on April 12, it was revealed that victims 
of the attack had tested positive for 


chemicals including chlorine and a nerve 
agent substance. 
US officials who obtained blood and urine 


samples from victims were said to be 
"confident" in the intelligence, but not 100 


percent sure, MSNBC reported. 


Douma is the last remaining opposition -held 
town in Eastern Ghouta, once the rebels' 
main bastion outside Damascus but now 


ravaged by a seven-week vegime assault. 


Since February 18, Syrian and Russian forces 


have waged a fierce military onslaught. 


While no one has yet provided evidence of its 
involvement, Syrian President Bashar al- 
Assad's regime has been vepeatedly accused of 


using chemical weapons. 


America and its allies have reportedly 
compiled a dossier of intelligence — including 
images — which indicate that the Syrian 


government was behind the Douma atvocity. 


An emergency two-hour War Cabinet 


meeting on the evening of April 12 backed 


the UK joining US strikes against Assad 
following in response to the attack. 


The PM’s top Ministers agreed it was “vital 


that the use of chemical weapons did not go 
unchallenged” in the emergency Downing 
Street summit. 


LATEST ON WORLD WAR THREE 


PUTIN FLEXES MUSCLES 


Russia plans naval and missile drills amid 


Ukraine and Nato tensions 


ONE FALSE MOVE 


Putin warns Trump of new unstoppable 


nuclear arms vace if US leaves treaty 


FIRE AND FURRY 


US invests £40m developing LIVING weapons 
like bugs to eat Kim's nukes 


READY FOR WAR 


Ukraine and Nato ready troops awid fears 
Putin could invade ANY DAY 


GUNS DOWN 


Trump calls arms race with Russia ‘crazy' 


after signing off £SGOBN defense budget 


VLAD'S SHIELD 


Russia test fives air defence system missile 
designed to protect Moscow 


Who has the strongest military? 


North Korea has around 1.02 million 
military personnel and 73 submarines - 


more than Russia and the US. 


The nation also has access to 4,06O tanks, 
but only has 286 helicopters and three 
warships. 


By contrast, the US has Just 409,000 active 
military personnel, despite spending 
$611.2billion (£454.4 billion) on defence. 


However, the US also commands 5,437 
helicopters, 88 warships, 2,384 tanks, 71 
submavines and 1,442 combat jets. 


Putin's modern day military is made up of 
just 240,000 personnel, with a defence 
expenditure of $69.2billion (£46.6billion). 


Russia has 2,700 tanks, 1,090 combat jets 
and 854 helicopters, with access to 34 
warships and 62 submarines. 


Meanwhile, the Chinese arwy boasts 1.6 
million military personnel with an estimated 


expenditure of $215.2billion (£161. 7billion). 


A man injured fighting ISIS’s so-called caliphate in Syria 


speaks of an operation to clear the remaining fighters 
from the town of Hajin 
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Nuclear weapon 
Written By: 


« Thomas B. Cochran 
- Robert S. Norris 


Last Updated: Oct 15, 2018 See Article History 
Alternative Titles: atomic weapon, thermonuclear 
weapon 


Nuclear weapon, device designed to release energy in an 
explosive manner as a result of nuclear fission, nuclear 
fusion, or a combination of the two processes. Fission 
weapons are commonly referred to as atomic bombs. 
Fusion weapons are also referred to as thermonuclear 
bombs or, more commonly, hydrogen bombs; they are 
usually defined as nuclear weapons in which at least a 
portion of the energy is released by nuclear fusion. 


Read More on This Topic 


20th-century international relations: Nuclear weapons 
and the balance of terror 


The postwar arms race began as early as 1943, when the 


Soviet Union began its atomic program and placed agents 
in the West to steal U.S. atomic secrets. When the 


Nuclear weapons produce enormous explosive energy. 
Their significance may best be appreciated by the coining 
of the words kiloton (1,000 tons) and megaton (1,000,000 
tons) to describe their blast energy in equivalent weights 


of the conventional chemical explosive TNT. For 
example, the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima, Japan, 
in 1945, containing only about 64 kg (140 pounds) of 
highly enriched uranium, released energy equaling about 
15 kilotons of chemical explosive. That blast immediately 
produced a strong shock wave, enormous amounts of 
heat, and lethal ionizing radiation. Convection currents 
created by the explosion drew dust and other debris into 
the air, creating the mushroom-shaped cloud that has 
since become the virtual signature of a nuclear explosion. 
In addition, radioactive debris was carried by winds high 
into the atmosphere, later to settle to Earth as radioactive 
fallout. The enormous toll in destruction, death, injury, 
and sickness produced by the explosions at Hiroshima 
and, three days later, at Nagasaki was on a scale never 
before produced by any single weapon. In the decades 
since 1945, even as many countries have developed 
nuclear weapons of far greater strength than those used 
against the Japanese cities, concerns about the dreadful 
effects of such weapons have driven governments to 
negotiate arms control agreements such as the Nuclear 


Test-Ban Treaty of 1963 and the Treaty on the Non- 


proliferation of Nuclear Weapons of 1968. Among 
military strategists and planners, the very presence of 


these weapons of unparalleled destructive power has 
created a distinct discipline, with its own internal logic 
and set of doctrines, known as nuclear strategy. 


World War II: total destruction of Hiroshima, JapanTotal 
destruction of Hiroshima, Japan, following the dropping 
of the first atomic bomb, on August 6, 1945.U.S. Air Force 
photo 


The first nuclear weapons were delivered by 
aircraft. Later, warheads were developed for strategic 
c missiles, which have become by far the most 
important nuclear weapons. Smaller | 
have also been developed, including ones for 
projectiles, | ines, antisubmarine 
; , and shorter-range bal. and 


By far the greatest force driving the development of 
nuclear weapons after World War II (though not by any 
means the only force) was the Cold War confrontation 
that pitted the United States and its allies against the 
Soviet Union and its satellite states. During this period, 
which lasted roughly from 1945 to 1991, the American 
stockpile of nuclear weapons reached its peak in 1966, 
with more than 32,000 warheads of 30 different types. 
During the 1990s, following the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union and the end of the Cold War, many types of tactical 
and strategic weapons were retired and dismantled to 
comply with arms control negotiations, such as the 
Strategic Arms Reduction Talks, or as unilateral 
initiatives. By 2010 the United States had approximately 
9,400 warheads of nine types, including two types of 
bombs, three types for intercontinental ballistic missiles 
(ICBMs), two types for submarine-launched ballistic 
missiles (SLBMs), and two types for cruise missiles. 
Some types existed in several modifications. Of these 
9,400 warheads, an estimated 2,468 were operational (that 
is, mated to a delivery system such as a missile); the rest 
were either spares held in reserve or retired warheads 
scheduled to be dismantled. Of the 2,468 operational 
warheads, approximately 1,968 were deployed on 
strategic (long-range) delivery systems, and some 500 
were deployed on nonstrategic (short-range) systems. Of 
the 500 nonstrategic warheads in the U.S. arsenal, about 


200 were deployed in Europe. 


nuclear submarineUSS Ohio, strategic nuclear submarine 
of the U.S. Navy commissioned in 1981, carrying 24 
Trident ballistic missiles in a double row of vertical 
launch tubes (shown with hatches open). The average 
patrol time at sea of Ohio-class submarines is 70 days, 
and their nuclear reactor cores need replacement only 
once every nine years.U.S. Navy photo by PH1 Dale L. 
Anderson 


The Soviet nuclear stockpile reached its peak of about 
33,000 operational warheads in 1988, with an additional 
10,000 previously deployed warheads that had been 
retired but had not been taken apart. After the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union, Russia accelerated its 
warhead dismantlement program, but the status of many 
of the 12,000 warheads estimated to remain in its 
stockpile in 2010 was unclear. Given limited Russian 
resources and lack of legitimate military missions, only 


about 4,600 of these 12,000 warheads were serviceable 
and maintained enough to be deployed. Of the 4,600 
operational warheads, some 2,600 were deployed on 
strategic systems and some 2,000 on nonstrategic 
systems. A global security concern is the safety of 
*s intact warheads and the security of nuclear 
materials removed from dismantled warheads. 


Tupolev Tu-22M, a Russian variable-wing supersonic jet 
bomber first flown in 1969. It was designed for potential 
use in war against the NATO countries, where it was 
known by the designation “Backfire.” © Sovfoto/Eastfoto 


Beginning 1n the 1990s, the arsenals of the | 
: , and also underwent significant 


change and consolidation. Britain eliminated its land- 
based army, tactical naval, and air nuclear missions, so 
that its arsenal, which contained some 350 warheads in 
the 1970s, had just 225 warheads in 2010. Of these, fewer 
than 160 were operational, all on its ballistic 
missilesubmarine fleet. Meanwhile, France reduced its 
arsenal from some 540 operational warheads at the end of 
the Cold War to about 300 in 2010, eliminating several 
types of nuclear weapon systems. The Chinese stockpile 
remained fairly steady during the 1990s and then started 
to grow at the beginning of the 21st century. By 2010 
China had about 240 warheads in its stockpile, some 180 
of them operational and the rest in reserve or retirement. 


Israel maintained an undeclared nuclear stockpile of 60 to 
80 warheads, but any developments were kept highly 
secret. India was estimated to have 60 to 80 assembled 
warheads and Pakistan about 70 to 90. Most of India’s 
and Pakistan’s warheads were thought not to be 
operational, though both countries—tivals in the 
incipientarms race on the Indian subcontinent—were 
thought to be increasing their stockpiles. North Korea, 
which joined the nuclear club in 2006, may have 
produced enough plutonium by 2010 for as many as 8 to 
12 warheads, though it was not clear that any of these was 
operational. 
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Principles of atomic (fission) weapons 
The fission process 


When bombarded by neutrons, certain isotopes of 
uranium and plutonium (and some other heavier 
elements) will split into atoms of lighter elements, a 
process known as nuclear fission. In addition to this 
formation of lighter atoms, on average between 2.5 and 3 
free neutrons are emitted in the fission process, along with 
considerable energy. As a rule of thumb, the complete 
fission of 1 kg (2.2 pounds) of uranium or plutonium 
produces about 17.5 kilotons of TNT-equivalent 


explosive energy. 


‘<2 The neutron strikes the nucleus 
and is absorbed 
. © zu , ST, ¥ iy 
2 a ~ “ 


The absorbed neutron causes the 
nucleus to undergo deformation. 


in about 10-'* second, one of the 
deformations is so drastic that the 
nucleus cannot recover. 


The nucleus fissions, releasing an 
average of two to three neutrons. 


In about 10-'? second, the fission 
fragments lose their kinetic energy 
and come to rest, emitting a number 
of gamma rays. Now the fragments 
are called fission products. 


e The fission products lose their 


r 


—— om "excess energy by radioactive decay, 
+——__- emitting particles over a lengthy 
~S nt So. time period (seconds to years). 


: 


@ Neutrons @ Protons © Beta particles << Gamma rays 
2013 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. 


Sequence of events in the fission of a uranium nucleus by 
a neutron.Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc. 


In an atomic bomb or nuclear reactor, first a small number 
of neutrons are given enough energy to collide with some 
fissionable nuclei, which in turn produce additional free 
neutrons. A portion of these neutrons are captured by 
nuclei that do not fission; others escape the material 
without being captured; and the remainder cause further 
fissions. Many heavy atomic nuclei are capable of 
fissioning, but only a fraction of these are fissile—that 1s, 
fissionable not only by fast (highly energetic) neutrons 
but also by slow neutrons. The continuing process 
whereby neutrons emitted by fissioning nuclei induce 
fissions 1n other fissile or fissionable nuclei 1s called a 
fission chain reaction. If the number of fissions 1n one 
generation is equal to the number of neutrons in the 
preceding generation, the system 1s said to be critical; if 
the number 1s greater than one, it 1s supercritical; and if it 
is less than one, it is subcritical. In the case of a nuclear 
reactor, the number of fissionable nuclei available in each 
generation is carefully controlled to prevent a “runaway”’ 
chain reaction. In the case of an atomic bomb, however, a 
very rapid growth in the number of fissions 1s sought. 


Fission weapons are normally made with materials having 
high concentrations of the fissile isotopes uranium-235, 
plutonium-239, or some combination of these; however, 


some explosive devices using high concentrations of 
uranium-233 also have been constructed and tested. 


The primary natural isotopes of uranium are uranium-235 
(0.7 percent), which is fissile, and uranitum-238 (99.3 
percent), which is fissionable but not fissile. In nature, 
plutonium exists only in minute concentrations, so the 
fissile isotope plutonium-239 1s made artificially in 
nuclear reactors from uranium-238. (Seeuranium 
processing.) In order to make an explosion, fission 
weapons do not require uranium or plutonium that is pure 
in the isotopes uranium-235 and plutonium-239. Most of 
the uranium used in current nuclear weapons is 
approximately 93.5 percent enriched uranium-235. 
Nuclear weapons typically contain 93 percent or more 
plutonium-239, less than 7 percent plutonium-240, and 
very small quantities of other plutonium isotopes. 
Plutonium-240, a by-product of plutonium production, 
has several undesirable characteristics, including a larger 
critical mass (that is, the mass required to generate a chain 
reaction), greater radiation exposure to workers (relative 
to plutonitum-239), and, for some weapon designs, a high 
rate of spontaneous fission that can cause a chain reaction 
to initiate prematurely, resulting in a smaller yield. 
Consequently, in reactors used for the production of 
weapons-grade plutonium-239, the period of time that the 
uranium-238 is left in the reactor is restricted in order to 


limit the buildup of plutonium-240 to about 6 percent. 
Critical mass and the fissile core 


As is indicated above, the minimum mass of fissile 
material necessary to sustain a chain reaction is called the 
critical mass. This quantity depends on the type, density, 
and shape of the fissile material and the degree to which 
surrounding materials reflect neutrons back into the fissile 
core. A mass that is less than the critical amount is said to 
be subcritical, while a mass greater than the critical 
amount is referred to as supercritical. 


A sphere has the largest volume-to-surface ratio of any 
solid. Thus, a spherical fissile core has the fewest 
escaping neutrons per unit of material, and this compact 
shape results in the smallest critical mass, all else being 
equal. The critical mass of a bare sphere of uranium-235 
at normal density is approximately 47 kg (104 pounds); 
for plutonium-239, critical mass 1s approximately 10 kg 
(22 pounds). The critical mass can be lowered in several 
ways, the most common being a surrounding shell of 
some other material that reflects some of the escaping 
neutrons back into the fissile core. Practical reflectors can 
reduce the critical mass by a factor of two or three, so that 
about 15 kg (33 pounds) of urantum-235 and about 5 to 
10 kg (11 to 22 pounds) of either plutonium-239 or 
uranium-233 at normal density can be made critical. The 
critical mass can also be lowered by compressing the 


fissile core, because at higher densities emitted neutrons 
are more likely to strike a fissionable nucleus before 
escaping. 
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Gun assembly, implosion, and boosting 


In order to produce a nuclear explosion, subcritical 
masses of fissionable material must be rapidly assembled 
into a supercritical configuration. The simplest weapon 
design is the pure fission gun-assembly device, in which 
an explosive propellant is used to fire one subcritical mass 
down a “gun barrel” into another subcritical mass. 


Plutonium cannot be used as the fissile material in a gun- 
assembly device, because the speed of assembly in this 
device is too slow to preclude the high probability that a 
chain reaction will “pre-initiate’” by spontaneous neutron 
emission, thereby generating an explosive yield of only a 
few tens of tons. Therefore, gun-assembly weapons are 
made with highly enriched uranium, typically more than 
80 percent uranium-235. 


primer 
apparatus —— hard metal casing 


implosion fission bomb = plutonium-239 two layers of high 
uranian-238 tamper. core Ox ve lanses 
~ Cf 


hard metal casing 
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fission bombThe three most common fission bomb 
designs, which vary considerably in material and 
arrangement.Encyclopezdia Britannica, Inc. 


The other major assembly method is implosion, in which 
a subcritical mass of fissile material is compressed by a 
chemical high explosive into a denser critical mass. The 
fissile material 1s typically plutonium or highly enriched 
uranium or a composite of the two. In the simplest design, 
a spherical fissile core is surrounded by a reflector (also 
known as a tamper), which in turn is surrounded by the 
chemical high explosive. Other geometries are used where 
the diameter of the device must be kept small—to fit, for 
example, in an artilleryshell or missile warhead—or 
where higher yields are desired. To obtain a given yield, 
considerably less fissile material is needed for an 
implosion weapon than for a gun-assembly device. An 
implosion fission weapon with an explosive yield of one 
kiloton can be constructed with as little as 1 to 2 kg (2.2 
to 4.4 pounds) of plutonium or with about 5 to 10 kg (11 
to 22 pounds) of highly enriched uranium. 


Refinements to the basic implosion design came first 
through Operation Sandstone, an American series of tests 
conducted in the spring of 1948. Three tests used 
implosion designs of a second generation, which 
incorporated composite and levitated cores. The 
composite core consisted of concentric shells of both 
uranium-235 and plutonium-239, permitting more 
efficient use of these fissile materials. Higher 
compression of the fissile material was achieved by 
levitating the core—that is, introducing an air gap into the 


weapon in order to obtain a higher yield for the same 
amount of fissile material. 


American tests during Operation Ranger in early 1951 
included implosion devices with cores containing a 
fraction of a critical mass—a concept originated in 1944 
during the Manhattan Project. Unlike the original Fat Man 
design, these “fractional crit” weapons relied on 
compressing the fissile core to a higher density in order to 
achieve a supercritical mass, thereby achieving 
appreciable yields with less material. 


Another technique for enhancing the yield of a fission 
explosion 1s called boosting. Boosting refers to a process 
whereby fusion reactions are used as a source of neutrons 
for inducing fissions at a much higher rate than could be 
achieved with neutrons from fission chain reactions alone. 
American physicist Edward Teller invented the concept 
by the middle of 1943. By incorporating deuterium and 
tritium into the core of the fissile material, a higher yield 
is obtained from a given quantity of fissile material—or, 
alternatively, the same yield is achieved with a smaller 
amount. The fourth American test of Operation 
Greenhouse, on May 24, 1951, was the first proof test of a 
booster design. In subsequent decades approximately 90 
percent of nuclear weapons in the American stockpile 
relied on boosting. 


Principles of thermonuclear (fusion) weapons 


The fusion process 


Nuclear fusion is the joining (or fusing) of the nuclei of 
two atoms to form a single heavier atom. At extremely 
high temperatures—in the range of tens of millions of 
degrees—the nuclei of isotopes of hydrogen (and some 
other light elements) can readily combine to form heavier 
elements and in the process release considerable energy— 
hence the term hydrogen bomb. At these temperatures, the 
kinetic energy of the nuclei (the energy of their motion) is 
sufficient to overcome the long-range electrostatic 
repulsive force between them, such that the nuclei can get 
close enough together for the shorter-range strong force to 
attract and fuse the nuclei—hence the term 
thermonuclear. In thermonuclear weapons, the required 
temperatures and density of the fusion materials are 
achieved with a fission explosion. 


nuclear fission nuclear fusion 
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Top: Uranium-235 combines with a neutron to form an 
unstable intermediate, which quickly splits into barium- 
144 and krypton-89 plus three neutrons in the process of 
nuclear fission. Bottom: Deuterium and tritium combine 
by nuclear fusion to form helium plus a neutron.© 
Merriam-Webster Inc. 


Deuterium and tritium, which are isotopes of hydrogen, 
provide ideal interacting nuclei for the fusion process. 
Two atoms of deuterium, each with one proton and one 
neutron, or trittum, with one proton and two neutrons, 
combine during the fusion process to form a heavier 
helium nucleus, which has two protons and either one or 
two neutrons. Tritium 1s radioactive and has a half-life of 
12.32 years. The principal thermonuclear material in most 
thermonuclear weapons is lithium-6 deuteride, a solid 
chemical compound that at normal temperatures does not 


undergo radioactive decay. In this case, the tritium 1s 
produced in the weapon itself by neutron bombardment of 
the lithium-6 isotope during the course of the fusion 
reaction. In thermonuclear weapons, the fusion material 
can be incorporated directly in (or proximate to) the 

fissile core—for example, in the boosted fission device— 
or external to the fissile core, or both. 
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Basic two-stage design 


A typical thermonuclear warhead may be constructed 
according to a two-stage design, featuring a fission or 
boosted-fission primary (also called the trigger) and a 
physically separate component called the secondary. Both 
primary and secondary are contained within an outer 
metal case. Radiation from the fission explosion of the 
primary is contained and used to transfer energy to 
compress and ignite the secondary. Some of the initial 
radiation from the primary explosion is absorbed by the 
inner surface of the case, which is made of a high-density 
material such as uranium. Radiation absorption heats the 
inner surface of the case, turning it into an opaque 
boundary of hot electrons and ions. Subsequent radiation 
from the primary 1s largely confined between this 
boundary and the outer surface of the secondary capsule. 
Initial, reflected, and re-irradiated radiation trapped within 
this cavity 1s absorbed by lower-density material within 
the cavity, converting it into a hot plasma of electrons and 
ion particles that continue to absorb energy from the 
confined radiation. The total pressure in the cavity—the 
sum of the contribution from the very energetic particles 
and the generally smaller contribution from the 
radiation—1s applied to the secondary capsule’s heavy 
metal outer shell (called a pusher), thereby compressing 
the secondary. 


Teller-Ulam two-stage thermonuclear bomb design 
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Teller-Ulam two-stage thermonuclear bomb 
design.Encyclopzdia Britannica, Inc. 


Typically, contained within the pusher is some fusion 
material, such as lithium-6 deuteride, surrounding a 
“spark plug” of explosivefissionable material (generally 
uranium-235) at the centre. With the fission primary 
generating an explosive yield in the kiloton range, 
compression of the secondary is much greater than can be 
achieved using chemical high explosives. Compression of 
the spark plug results in a fission explosion that creates 
temperatures comparable to those of the Sun and a 
copious supply of neutrons for fusion of the surrounding, 
and now compressed, thermonuclear materials. Thus, the 
fission and fusion processes that take place in the 
secondary are generally much more efficient than those 
that take place in the primary. 


In an efficient, modern two-stage device—such as a long- 
range ballistic missile warhead—the primary is boosted in 
order to conserve on volume and weight. Boosted 
primaries in modern thermonuclear weapons contain 
about 3 to 4 kg (6.6 to 8.8 pounds) of plutonium, while 
less-sophisticated designs may use double that amount or 
more. The secondary typically contains a composite of 
fusion and fissile materials carefully tailored to maximize 
the yield-to-weight or yield-to-volume ratio of the 
warhead, although it is possible to construct secondaries 
from purely fissile or fusion materials. 


Enhanced designs 


Historically, some very high-yield thermonuclear 
weapons had a third, or tertiary, stage. In theory, the 
radiation from the tertiary can be contained and used to 
transfer energy to compress and ignite a fourth stage, and 
so on. There is no theoretical limit to the number of stages 
that might be used and, consequently, no theoretical limit 
to the size and yield of a thermonuclear weapon. 
However, there is a practical limit because of size and 
weight limitations imposed by the requirement that the 
weapon be deliverable. 


Bravo thermonuclear testThe goal of Operation Castle 
was to produce a practical, deliverable thermonuclear 
bomb. The United States' Mike thermonuclear device— 
detonated Nov. 1, 1952, at Enewetak, an atoll in the 
Marshall Islands—had weighed some 82 tons and took 
up the space of a small building to hold the cryogenic 
equipment that kept its deuterium fuel in liquid form. In 
contrast, Bravo, the first test of the Operation Castle 
series, used solid lithium deuteride, forgoing the need for 
cryogenic equipment. Detonated on March 1, 1954, at 
Bikini, another atoll in the Marshall Islands, the Bravo 
bomb produced a 15-megaton explosion—three times 


the expected yield. The large blast produced 
considerable unexpected radiation, which resulted in 
widespread contamination that forced the U.S. 
government to make restitution to various injured 
parties.Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL) 


Uranium-238 and thorium-232 (and some other 
fissionable materials) cannot maintain a self-sustaining 
fission explosion, but these isotopes can be made to 
fission by an externally maintained supply of fast 
neutrons from fission or fusion reactions. Thus, the yield 
of a nuclear weapon can be increased by surrounding the 
device with uranium-238, in the form of either natural or 
depleted uranium, or with thorium-232, in the form of 
natural thorium. This approach is particularly 
advantageous in a thermonuclear weapon in which 
uranium-238 or thorium-232 in the outer shell of the 
secondary capsule is used to absorb an abundance of fast 
neutrons from fusion reactions produced within the 
secondary. The explosive yields of some weapon designs 
have been further increased by the substitution of highly 
enriched uranium-235 for uranitum-238 in the secondary. 
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The blast from a primary fission component triggers a 
secondary fusion explosion in a thermonuclear bomb or 
warhead.Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc. 


In general, the energy released in the explosion of a high- 
yield thermonuclear weapon stems from the boosted- 
fission chain reaction in the primary stage and the 
fissioning and “burning” of thermonuclear fuel in the 
secondary (and any subsequent) stage, with roughly 50 to 
75 percent of the total energy produced by fission and the 
remainder by fusion. However, to obtain tailored weapon 
effects or to meet certain weight or space constraints, 
different ratios of fission yield to fusion yield may be 
employed, ranging from nearly pure fission weapons to a 
weapon where a very high proportion of the yield 1s from 
fusion. 


Another tailored weapon is the enhanced radiation 


warhead, or neutron bomb, a low-yield (on the order of 
one kiloton), two-stage thermonuclear device designed to 
intensify the production of lethal fast neutrons in order to 
maximize mortality rates while producing less damage to 
buildings. The enhanced radiation is in the form of fast 
neutrons produced by the fusion of deuterium and tritium. 
The secondary contains little or no fissionable material, 
since this would increase the blast effect without 
significantly increasing the intensity of fast neutrons. The 
United States produced enhanced-radiation warheads for 
antiballistic missiles, short-range ballistic missiles, and 
artillery shells. 
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The effects of nuclear weapons 


Nuclear weapons are fundamentally different from 
conventional weapons because of the vast amounts of 
explosive energy they can release and the kinds of effects 
they produce, such as high temperatures and radiation. 
The prompt effects of a nuclear explosion and fallout are 
well known through data gathered from the attacks on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan; from more than 500 
atmospheric and more than 1,500 underground nuclear 
tests conducted worldwide; and from extensive 
calculations and computer modeling. Longer-term effects 
on human health and the environment are less certain but 
have been extensively studied. The impacts of a nuclear 
explosion depend on many factors, including the design 
of the weapon (fission or fusion) and its yield; whether 
the detonation takes place in the air (and at what altitude), 
on the surface, underground, or underwater; the 
meteorological and environmental conditions; and 
whether the target is urban, rural, or military. 
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Blast and radiation effects at different ranges for a 500- 
kiloton nuclear explosion detonated at ground 
level.Encyclopezdia Britannica, Inc. 


When a nuclear weapon detonates, a fireball occurs with 
temperatures similar to those at the centre of the Sun. The 
energy emitted takes several forms. Approximately 85 
percent of the explosive energy produces air blast (and 
shock) and thermal radiation (heat). The remaining 15 
percent is released as initial radiation, produced within the 
first minute or so, and residual (or delayed) radiation, 
emitted over a period of time, some of which can be in the 


form of local fallout. 
Blast 


The expansion of intensely hot gases at extremely high 
pressures in a nuclear fireball generates a shock wave that 
expands outward at high velocity. The “overpressure,” or 
crushing pressure, at the front of the shock wave can be 
measured in pascals (or kilopascals; kPa) or in pounds per 
square inch (psi). The greater the overpressure, the more 
likely that a given structure will be damaged by the 
sudden impact of the wave front. A related destructive 
effect comes from the “dynamic pressure,” or high- 
velocity wind, that accompanies the shock wave. An 
ordinary two-story, wood-frame house will collapse at an 
overpressure of 34.5 kPa (5 psi). A one-megaton weapon 
exploded at an altitude of 3,000 metres (10,000 feet) will 
generate overpressure of this magnitude out to 7 km 
(about 4 miles) from the point of detonation. The winds 
that follow will hurl a standing person against a wall with 
several times the force of gravity. Within 8 km (5 miles) 
few people in the open or in ordinary buildings will likely 
be able to survive such a blast. Enormous amounts of 
masonry, glass, wood, metal, and other debris created by 
the initial shock wave will fly at velocities above 160 km 
(100 miles) per hour, causing further destruction. 


Thermal radiation 


As arule of thumb, approximately 35 percent of the total 
energy yield of an airburst is emitted as thermal 
radiation—light and heat capable of causing skin burns 
and eye injuries and starting fires of combustible material 
at considerable distances. The shock wave, arriving later, 
may spread fires further. If the individual fires are 
extensive enough, they can coalesce into a mass fire 
known as a firestorm, generating a single convective 
column of rising hot gases that sucks in fresh air from the 
periphery. The inward-rushing winds and the extremely 
high temperatures generated in a firestorm consume 
virtually everything combustible. At Hiroshima the 
incendiary effects were quite different from those at 
Nagasaki, in part because of differences in terrain. The 
firestorm that raged over the level terrain of Hiroshima 
left 11.4 square km (4.4 square miles) severely 
damaged—roughly four times the area burned in the hilly 
terrain of Nagasak1. 


Initial radiation 


A special feature of a nuclear explosion is the emission of 
nuclear radiation, which may be separated into initial 
radiation and residual radiation. Initial radiation, also 
known as prompt radiation, consists of gamma rays and 
neutrons produced within a minute of the detonation. Beta 
particles (free electrons) and a small proportion of alpha 
particles (heltum nuclei, 1.e., two protons and two 


neutrons bound together) are also produced, but these 
particles have short ranges and typically will not reach 
Earth’s surface if the weapon is detonated high enough 
above ground. Gamma rays and neutrons can produce 
harmful effects in living organisms, a hazard that persists 
over considerable distances because of their ability to 
penetrate most structures. Though their energy is only 
about 3 percent of the total released in a nuclear 
explosion, they can cause a considerable proportion of the 
casualties. 


Photograph of a woman's skin burned in the pattern of 
the kimono she was wearing at the time of her exposure 


to radiation from one of the atomic bombs dropped by 
the United States on Japan.National Archives and 
Records Administration/Department of Defense 
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Residual radiation and fallout 


Residual radiation is defined as radiation emitted more 
than one minute after the detonation. If the fission 
explosion is an airburst, the residual radiation will come 
mainly from the weapon debris. If the explosion is on or 


near the surface, the soil, water, and other materials in the 
vicinity will be sucked upward by the rising cloud, 
causing early (local) and delayed (worldwide) fallout. 
Early fallout settles to the ground during the first 24 
hours; it may contaminate large areas and be an 
immediate and extreme biological hazard. Delayed 
fallout, which arrives after the first day, consists of 
microscopic particles that are dispersed by prevailing 
winds and settle in low concentrations over possibly 
extensive portions of Earth’s surface. 


A nuclear explosion produces a complex mix of more 
than 300 different isotopes of dozens of elements, with 
half-lifes from fractions of a second to millions of years. 
The total radioactivity of the fission products 1s extremely 
large at first, but it falls off at a fairly rapid rate as a result 
of radioactive decay. Seven hours after a nuclear 
explosion, residual radioactivity will have decreased to 
about 10 percent of its amount at 1 hour, and after another 
48 hours it will have decreased to 1 percent. (The rule of 
thumb is that for every sevenfold increase in time after the 
explosion, the radiation dose rate decreases by a factor of 
10.) 


Electromagnetic pulse 


A nuclear electromagnetic pulse (EMP) 1s the time- 
varying electromagnetic radiation resulting from a nuclear 
explosion. The development of the EMP is shaped by the 


initial nuclear radiation from the explosion—specifically, 
the gamma radiation. High-energy electrons are produced 
in the environment of the explosion when gamma rays 
collide with air molecules (a process called the Compton 
effect). Positive and negative charges in the atmosphere 
are separated as the lighter, negatively charged electrons 
are swept away from the explosion point and the heavier, 
positively charged ionized air molecules are left behind. 
This charge separation produces a large electric field. 
Asymmetries in the electric field are caused by factors 
such as the variation in air density with altitude and the 
proximity of the explosion to Earth’s surface. These 
asymmetries result in time-varying electrical currents that 
produce the EMP. The characteristics of the EMP depend 
strongly on the height of the explosion above the surface. 


EMP was first noticed in the United States in the 1950s 
when electronic equipment failed because of induced 
currents and voltages during some nuclear tests. In 1960 
the potential vulnerability of American military 
equipment and weapons systems to EMP was officially 
recognized. EMP can damage unprotected electronic 
equipment, such as radios, radars, televisions, telephones, 
computers, and other communication equipment and 
systems. EMP damage can occur at distances of tens, 
hundreds, or thousands of kilometres from a nuclear 
explosion, depending on the weapon yield and the altitude 
of the detonation. For example, in 1962 a failure of 


electronic components in street lights in Hawaii and 
activation of numerous automobile burglar alarms in 
Honolulu were attributed to a high-altitude U.S. nuclear 
test at Johnston Atoll, some 1,300 km (800 miles) to the 
southwest. For a high-yield explosion of approximately 
10 megatons detonated 320 km (200 miles) above the 
centre of the continental United States, almost the entire 
country, as well as parts of Mexico and Canada, would be 
affected by EMP. Procedures to improve the ability of 
networks, especially military command and control 
systems, to withstand EMP are known as “hardening.” 


The first atomic bombs 
Discovery of nuclear fission 


Following the discovery of the neutron by the British 
physicist James Chadwick in 1932 and artificial 
radioactivity by the French chemists Frédéric and Iréne 
Joliot-Curie in 1934, the Italian physicist Enrico Fermi 
performed a series of experiments in which he exposed 
many elements to low-speed neutrons. When he exposed 
thorium and uranium, chemically different radioactive 
products resulted, indicating that new elements had been 
formed rather than merely different isotopes of the 
original elements. Many scientists concluded that Fermi 
had produced elements beyond uranium, then the last 
element in the periodic table, and so these elements 
became known as transuranium elements. In 1938 Fermi 


received the Nobel Prize for Physics for his work. 


Meanwhile, in Germany, Otto Hahn and Fritz Strassmann 
discovered that a radioactive barium isotope resulted from 
bombarding uranium with neutrons. The low-speed 
neutrons caused the uranium nucleus to fission, or break 
apart into two smaller pieces; the combined atomic 
numbers of the two pieces—for example, barium and 
krypton—equaled that of the uranium nucleus. To be sure 
of this surprising result, Hahn sent his findings to his 
colleague Lise Meitner, an Austrian Jew who had fled to 
Sweden. With her nephew Otto Frisch, Meitner concurred 
in the results and recognized the enormous energy 
potential. 


In early January 1939, Frisch rushed to Copenhagen to 
inform the Danish scientist Niels Bohr of the discovery. 
Bohr was about to leave for a visit to the United States, 
where he reported the news to colleagues. The revelation 
set off experiments at many laboratories, and nearly 100 
articles were published about the exciting phenomenon by 
the end of the year. Bohr, working with John Wheeler at 
Princeton University in Princeton, N.J., postulated that the 
uranium isotope uranium-235 was the one undergoing 
fission; the other isotope, uranium-238, merely absorbed 
the neutrons. It was discovered that neutrons were also 
produced during the fission process; on average, each 
fissioning atom produced more than two neutrons. If the 


proper amount of material were assembled, these free 
neutrons might create a chain reaction. Under special 
conditions, a very fast chain reaction might produce a 
very large release of energy—in short, a weapon of 
fantastic power might be feasible. 


Producing a controlled chain reaction 


The possibility that an atomic bomb might first be 
developed by Nazi Germany alarmed many scientists and 
was drawn to the attention of U.S. Pres. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt by Albert Einstein, then living in the United 
States. The president appointed an Advisory Committee 
on Uranium, which reported on November 1, 1939, that a 
chain reaction in uranium was possible, though unproved. 
Chain-reaction experiments with carbon and uranium 
were started in New York City at Columbia University, 
and in March 1940 it was confirmed that the isotope 
uranium-235 was responsible for low-speed neutron 
fission in uranium. The Advisory Committee on Uranium 
increased its support of the Columbia experiments and 
arranged for a study of possible methods for separating 
the uranium-235 isotope from the much more abundant 
uranium-238. (Naturally occurring uranium contains 
approximately 0.7 percent uranium-235, with most of the 
remainder being uranium-238.) The centrifuge process, in 
which the heavier isotope is spun to the outside, at first 
seemed the most useful method of isolating uranium-235. 


However, a rival process was proposed at Columbia in 
which gaseous uranium hexafluoride is diffused through 
barriers, or filters; slightly more molecules containing the 
lighter isotope, urantum-235, would pass through the 
filter than those containing the heavier isotope, slightly 
enriching the mixture on the far side. Using the gaseous 
diffusion method, more than a thousand stages, occupying 
many acres, were needed to enrich the mixture to 90 
percent uranium-235. 


During the summer of 1940, Edwin McMillan and Philip 
Abelson of the University of California, Berkeley, 
discovered element 93 (naming it neptunium, after the 
next planet after Uranus, for which uranium was named); 
they inferred that this element would decay into element 
94. The Bohr and Wheeler fission theory suggested that 
one of the isotopes of this new element might also fission 
under low-speed neutron bombardment. Glenn T. Seaborg 
and his group, also at the University of California, 
Berkeley, discovered element 94 on February 23, 1941, 
and during the following year they named it plutonium, 
made enough for experiments, and established its fission 
characteristics. Low-speed neutrons did indeed cause it to 
undergo fission and at a rate much higher than that of 
uranium-235. The Berkeley group, under physicist Ernest 
Lawrence, was also considering producing large 
quantities of urantum-235 by turning one of their 


cyclotrons into a super mass spectrograph. A mass 


spectrograph employs a magnetic field to bend a current 
of uranium ions; the heavier ions (such as uranium-238) 
bend at a larger radius than the lighter ions (such as 
uranium-235), allowing the two separated currents to be 
collected in different receivers. 


In May 1941 areview committee reported that a nuclear 
explosive probably could not be available before 1945. A 
chain reaction in natural uranium was probably 18 months 
off, and it would take at least an additional year to 
produce enough plutonium and three to five years to 
separate enough uranium-235 for a bomb. Further, it was 
held that all of these estimates were optimistic. In late 
June 1941 President Roosevelt established the Office of 
Scientific Research and Development under the direction 
of the scientist Vannevar Bush, subsuming the National 
Defense Research Committee that had directed the 
nation’s mobilization effort to utilize science for weapon 
development the previous year. 


In the fall of 1941 the Columbia chain-reaction 
experiment with natural uranium and carbon yielded 
negative results. A review committee concluded that 
boron impurities might be poisoning it by absorbing 
neutrons. It was decided to transfer all such work to the 
University of Chicago and repeat the experiment there 
with high-purity carbon. This eventually led to the 
world’s first controlled nuclear chain reaction, achieved 


by Fermi and his group on December 2, 1942, in the 
squash court under the stands of the university’s Stagg 
Field. At Berkeley, the cyclotron, converted into a mass 
spectrograph (later called a calutron), was exceeding 
expectations in separating uranium-235, and it was 
enlarged to a 10-calutron system capable of producing 
almost 3 grams (about 0.1 ounce) of urantum-235 per day. 


Founding the Manhattan Project 


The United States’ entry into World War I in December 
1941 was decisive in providing funds for a massive 
research and production effort for obtaining fissionable 
materials, and in May 1942 the momentous decision was 
made to proceed simultaneously on all promising 
production methods. Vannevar Bush decided that the 
army should be brought into the production plant 
construction activities. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers was given the job in mid-June, and Col. James 
C. Marshall was selected to head the project. Soon an 
office in New York City was opened, and in August the 
project was officially given the name Manhattan Engineer 
District—hence Manhattan Project, the name by which 
this effort would be known ever afterward. Over the 
summer, Bush and others felt that progress was not 
proceeding quickly enough, and the army was pressured 
to find another officer that would take more decisive 
action. Col. Leslie R. Groves replaced Marshall on 


September 17 and immediately began making major 
decisions from his headquarters office in Washington, 
D.C. After his first week a workable oversight 
arrangement was achieved with the formation of a three- 
man military policy committee chaired by Bush (with 
chemist James B. Conant as his alternate) along with 
representatives from the army and the navy. 


Throughout the next few months, Groves (by then a 
brigadier general) chose the three key sites—Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee; Los Alamos, New Mexico; and Hanford, 
Washington—and selected the large corporations to build 
and operate the atomic factories. In December contracts 
were signed with the DuPont Company to design, 
construct, and operate the plutonium production reactors 
and to develop the plutonium separation facilities. Two 
types of factories to enrich uranium were built at Oak 
Ridge. 


On November 16 Groves and physicist J. Robert 
Oppenheimer visited the Los Alamos Ranch School, some 
100 km (60 miles) north of Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
and on November 25 Groves approved it as the site for 
the main scientific laboratory, often referred to by its code 
name Project Y. The previous month, Groves had decided 
to choose Oppenheimer to be the scientific director of the 
laboratory where the design, development, and final 
manufacture of the weapon would take place. By July 


1943 two essential and encouraging pieces of 
experimental data had been obtained—plutonium did give 
off neutrons in fission, more than uranium-235; and the 
neutrons were emitted in a short time compared to that 
needed to bring the weapon materials into a supercritical 
assembly. The theorists working on the project 
contributed one discouraging note, however, as their 
estimate of the critical mass for uranium-235 had risen 
more than threefold, to something between 23 and 45 kg 
(50 and 100 pounds). 


Selecting a weapon design 


The emphasis during the summer and fall of 1943 was on 
the gun method of assembly, in which the projectile, a 
subcritical piece of uranium-235 (or plutonium-239), 
would be placed in a gun barrel and fired into the target, 
another subcritical piece. After the mass was joined (and 
now supercritical), a neutron source would be used to start 
the chain reaction. A problem developed with applying 
the gun method to plutonium, however. In manufacturing 
plutonium-239 from uranium-238 in a reactor, some of 
the plutonium-239 absorbed a neutron and became 
plutonium-240. This material underwent spontaneous 
fission, producing neutrons. Some neutrons would always 
be present in a plutonium assembly and would cause it to 
begin multiplying as soon as it “went critical” but before 
it reached supercriticality; the assembly would then 


explode prematurely and produce comparatively little 
energy. The gun designers tried to overcome this problem 
by achieving higher projectile speeds, but they lost out in 
the end to a better idea—the implosion method. 


In late April 1943 a Project Y physicist, Seth 
Neddermeyer, proposed the first serious theoretical 
analysis of implosion. His arguments showed that it 
would be feasible to compress a solid sphere of plutonium 
by surrounding it with high explosives and that this 
method would be superior to the gun method both 1n its 
higher velocity and in its shorter path of assembly. John 
von Neumann, a mathematician who had experience in 
working on shaped-charge, armour-piercing projectiles, 
supported the implosion method enthusiastically and went 
on to be a major contributor to the design of the high- 
explosive “lenses” that would focus the compression 
inward. Physicist Edward Teller suggested that because 
the material was compressed, less of it would be needed. 
By late 1943 the implosion method was being given a 
higher priority, and by July 1944 it had become clear that 
an efficient gun-assembly device could not be built with 
plutonium. Los Alamos’ central research mission rapidly 
shifted to solve the new challenge. Refinements in design 
eventually resulted in a solid 6-kg (13-pound) sphere of 
plutonium, with a small hole in the centre for the neutron 
initiator, that would be compressed by imploding lenses 


of high explosive. 
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Racing to build the bombs 


By 1944 the Manhattan Project was spending money at a 
rate of more than $1 billion per year. The situation was 
likened to a horse race—no one could say which of the 
horses (the calutron plant, the diffusion plant, or the 
plutonium reactors) was likely to win or whether any of 
them would even finish the race. In July 1944 the first Y- 


12 calutrons had been running for three months but were 
operating at less than 50 percent efficiency; the main 
problem was in recovering the large amounts of material 
that splattered throughout the innards of the calutron 
without reaching the urantum-235 or uranium-238 
receiver bins. The gaseous diffusion plant, known as K- 
25, was far from completion, with the production of 
satisfactory barriers remaining the major problem. And 
the first plutonium reactor at Hanford had been turned on 
in September, but it had promptly turned itself off. 
Solving this problem, which proved to be caused by 
absorption of neutrons by one of the fission products, took 
several months. These delays meant almost certainly that 
the war in Europe would be over before the weapon could 
be ready. The ultimate target was slowly changing from 


Germany to Japan. 


Within 24 hours of Roosevelt’s death on April 12, 1945, 
Pres. Harry S. Truman was told briefly about the atomic 
bomb by Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson. On April 25 
Stimson, with Groves’s assistance, gave Truman a more 
extensive briefing on the status of the project: the 
uranitum-235 gun design had been finalized, but a 
sufficient quantity of urantum-235 would not be 
accumulated until about August 1. Enough plutontum-239 
would be available for an implosion assembly to be tested 
in early July; a second would be ready in August. Several 
dozen B-29 bombers had been modified to carry the 


weapons, and construction of a staging base was under 
way at Tinian, in the Mariana Islands, 2,400 km (1,500 
miles) south of Japan. 


The test of the plutonium weapon was named Trinity; it 
was fired at 5:29:45 am on July 16, 1945, at the 
Alamogordo Bombing Range in south-central New 
Mexico. The theorists’ predictions of the energy release, 


or yield, of the device ranged from the equivalent of less 
than 1,000 tons of TNT to the equivalent of 45,000 tons 
(that is, from 1 to 45 kilotons of TNT). The test actually 
produced a yield of about 21,000 tons. 


The first atomic bomb test, near Alamogordo, N.M., July 
16, 1945. Jack Aeby/Los Alamos National Laboratory 


The weapons are used 


A single B-29 bomber named Enola Gay flew over 
Hiroshima, Japan, on Monday, August 6, 1945, at 8:15 
am. The untested uranium-235 gun-assembly bomb, 
nicknamed Little Boy, was airburst 580 metres (1,900 
feet) above the city to maximize destruction; it was later 
estimated to yield 15 kilotons. Two-thirds of the city area 
was destroyed. The population present at the time was 
estimated at 350,000; of these, 140,000 died by the end of 
the year. The second weapon, a duplicate of the 
plutonium-239 implosion assembly tested in Trinity and 
nicknamed Fat Man, was to be dropped on Kokura on 
August 11; a third was being prepared in the United States 
for possible use 7 to 10 days later. To avoid bad weather, 
the schedule for Fat Man was moved up two days to 
August 9. A B-29 named Bockscar spent 45 minutes over 
Kokura without sighting its aim point. The air crew then 
proceeded to the secondary target of Nagasaki, where at 
11:02 am the weapon was airburst at 500 metres (1,650 
feet); it was later estimated that the explosion yielded 21 
kilotons. About half of Nagasaki was destroyed, and 
about 70,000 of some 270,000 people present at the time 
of the blast died by the end of the year. 
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The first hydrogen bombs 
Origins of the “Super” 


U.S. research on thermonuclear weapons was started by a 
conversation in September 1941 between Fermi and 
Teller. Fermi wondered if the explosion of a fission 
weapon could ignite a mass of deuterium sufficiently to 
begin nuclear fusion. (Deuterium, an isotope of hydrogen 
with one proton and one neutron in the nucleus—.e., 
twice the normal weight—makes up 0.015 percent of 


natural hydrogen and can be separated in quantity by 
electrolysis and distillation. It exists in liquid form only 
below about —250 °C, or —418 °F, depending on 
pressure.) Teller undertook to analyze thermonuclear 
processes in some detail and presented his findings to a 
group of theoretical physicists convened by Oppenheimer 
in Berkeley in the summer of 1942. One participant, Emil 
Konopinski, suggested that the use of tritium be 
investigated as a thermonuclear fuel, an insight that would 
later be important to most designs. (Tritium, an isotope of 
hydrogen with one proton and two neutrons in the 
nucleus—.e., three times the normal weight—does not 
exist in nature except in trace amounts, but it can be made 
by irradiating lithium in a nuclear reactor.) 


As a result of these discussions, the participants 
concluded that a weapon based on thermonuclear fusion 
was possible. When the Los Alamos laboratory was being 
planned, a small research program on the Super, as the 
thermonuclear design came to be known, was included. 
Several conferences were held at the laboratory in late 
April 1943 to acquaint the new staff members with the 
existing state of knowledge and the direction of the 
research program. The consensus was that modest 
thermonuclear research should be pursued along 
theoretical lines. Teller proposed more intensive 
investigations, and some work did proceed, but the more 
urgent task of developing a fission weapon always took 


precedence—a necessary prerequisite for a thermonuclear 
bomb 1n any event. 


In the fall of 1945, after the success of the atomic bomb 
and the end of World War II, the future of the Manhattan 
Project, including Los Alamos and the other facilities, 
was unclear. Government funding was severely reduced, 
many scientists returned to universities and to their 
careers, and contractor companies turned to other 
pursuits. The Atomic Energy Act, signed by President 
Truman on August 1, 1946, established the Atomic 
Energy Commission (AEC), replacing the Manhattan 
Engineer District, and gave it civilian authority over all 
aspects of atomic energy, including oversight of nuclear 
warhead research, development, testing, and production. 


From April 18 to 20, 1946, a conference led by Teller at 
Los Alamos reviewed the status of the Super. At that time 
it was believed that a fission weapon could be used to 
ignite one end of a cylinder of liquid deuterium and that 
the resulting thermonuclear reaction would self-propagate 
to the other end. This conceptual design was known as the 
“classical Super.” 


One of the two central design problems was how to ignite 
the thermonuclear fuel. It was recognized early on that a 
mixture of deuterium and tritium theoretically could be 
ignited at lower temperatures and would have a faster 
reaction time than deuterium alone, but the question of 


how to achieve ignition remained unresolved. The other 
problem, equally difficult, was whether and under what 
conditions burning might proceed in thermonuclear fuel 
once ignition had taken place. An exploding 
thermonuclear weapon involves many extremely 
complicated, interacting physical and nuclear processes. 
The speeds of the exploding materials can be up to 
millions of metres per second, temperatures and pressures 
are greater than those at the centre of the Sun, and 
timescales are billionths of a second. To resolve whether 
the classical Super or any other design would work 
required accurate numerical models of these processes—a 
formidable task, especially as the computers needed to 
perform the calculations were still under development. 
Also, the requisite fission triggers were not yet ready, and 
the limited resources of Los Alamos could not support an 
extensive program. 


Policy differences, technical problems 


On September 23, 1949, President Truman announced, 
“We have evidence that within recent weeks an atomic 
explosion occurred in the U.S.S.R.” This first Soviet test 
(see belowThe Soviet Union) stimulated an intense four- 
month secret debate about whether to proceed with the 
hydrogen bomb project. One of the strongest statements 
of opposition against proceeding with the program came 
from the General Advisory Committee (GAC) of the 


AEC, chaired by Oppenheimer. In their report of October 
30, 1949, the majority recommended “strongly against” 
initiating an all-out effort, believing “that the extreme 
dangers to mankind inherent in the proposal wholly 
outweigh any military advantages that could come from 
this development.” “A super bomb,” they went on to say, 
“might become a weapon of genocide” and “should never 
be produced.” Two members went even further, stating: 
“The fact that no limits exist to the destructiveness of this 
weapon makes its very existence and the knowledge of its 
construction a danger to humanity as a whole. It is 
necessarily an evil thing considered in any light.” 
Nevertheless, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, State Department, 
Defense Department, Joint Committee on Atomic Energy, 
and a special subcommittee of the National Security 
Council all recommended proceeding with the hydrogen 
bomb. On January 31, 1950, Truman announced that he 
had directed the AEC to continue its work on all forms of 
nuclear weapons, including hydrogen bombs. 


In the months that followed Truman’s decision, the 
prospect of building a thermonuclear weapon seemed less 
and less likely. Mathematician Stanislaw M. Ulam, with 
the assistance of Cornelius J. Everett, had undertaken 
calculations of the amount of tritium that would be 
needed for ignition of the classical Super. Their results 
were spectacular and discouraging: the amount needed 
was estimated to be enormous. In the summer of 1950, 


more detailed and thorough calculations by other 
members of the Los Alamos Theoretical Division 
confirmed Ulam’s estimates. This meant that the cost of 
the Super program would be prohibitive. 


Also in the summer of 1950, Fermi and Ulam calculated 
that liquid deuterium probably would not “burn”—that 1s, 
there would probably be no self-sustaining and 
propagating reaction. Barring surprises, therefore, the 
theoretical work to 1950 indicated that every important 
assumption regarding the viability of the classical Super 
was wrong. If success was to come, it would have to be 
accomplished by other means. 


The Teller-Ulam configuration 


The other means became apparent between February and 
April 1951, following breakthroughs achieved at Los 
Alamos. One breakthrough was the recognition that the 
burning of thermonuclear fuel would be more efficient if 
a high density were achieved throughout the fuel prior to 
raising its temperature, rather than the classical Super 
approach of just raising the temperature in one area and 
then relying on the propagation of thermonuclear 
reactions to heat the remaining fuel. A second 
breakthrough was the recognition that these conditions— 
high compression and high temperature throughout the 
fuel—could be achieved by containing and converting the 
radiation from an exploding fission weapon and then 


using this energy to compress a separate component 
containing the thermonuclear fuel. 


The major figures in these breakthroughs were Ulam and 
Teller. In December 1950 Ulam had proposed a new 
fission weapon design, using the mechanical shock of an 
ordinary fission bomb to compress to a very high density 
a second fissile core. (This two-stage fission device was 
conceived entirely independently of the thermonuclear 
program, its aim being to use fissionable materials more 
economically.) Early in 1951, Ulam went to see Teller 
and proposed that the two-stage approach be used to 
compress and ignite a thermonuclear secondary. Teller 
suggested radiation implosion, rather than mechanical 
shock, as the mechanism for compressing the 
thermonuclear fuel in the second stage. On March 9, 
1951, Teller and Ulam presented a report containing both 
alternatives, titled “On Heterocatalytic Detonations I: 
Hydrodynamic Lenses and Radiation Mirrors.” A second 
report, dated April 4, by Teller, included some extensive 
calculations by Frederic de Hoffmann and elaborated on 
how a thermonuclear bomb could be constructed. The 
two-stage radiation implosion design proposed by these 
reports, which led to the modern concept of 
thermonuclear weapons, became known as the Teller- 


Ulam configuration. 


The weapons are tested 


It was immediately clear to all scientists concerned that 
these new ideas—achieving a high density in the 
thermonuclear fuel by compression using a fission 
primary—provided for the first time a firm basis for a 
fusion weapon. Without hesitation, Los Alamos adopted 
the new program. Gordon Dean, chairman of the AEC, 
convened a meeting at the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton, New Jersey, hosted by Oppenheimer, on June 
16-17, 1951, where the new idea was discussed. In 
attendance were the GAC members, AEC commissioners, 
and key scientists and consultants from Los Alamos and 
Princeton. The participants were unanimously in favour of 
active and rapid pursuit of the Teller-Ulam principle. 


hydrogen bombThree of a series of photographs of the 
first thermonuclear weapon (hydrogen bomb), code- 
named Mike, which was detonated at Enewetak atoll in 
the Marshall Islands, November 1, 1952. The 
photographs were taken at an altitude of 3,600 metres 
(12,000 feet) 80 km (50 miles) from the detonation 
site.U.S. Air Force photograph 


Just prior to the conference, on May 8 at atoll 
in the western Pacific, a test explosion named George had 
successfully used a fission bomb to ignite a small quantity 
of deuterium and tritium. The original purpose of George 


had been to confirm the burning of these thermonuclear 
fuels (about which there had never been any doubt), but 
with the new conceptual understanding contributed by 
Teller and Ulam, the test provided the bonus of 
successfully demonstrating radiation implosion. 


Pacific Nuclear Testing 
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Nuclear tests in the South Pacificlslands in the South 
Pacific were used extensively for nuclear tests between 
1945 and 1995.Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc. 


In September 1951, Los Alamos proposed a test of the 
Teller-Ulam concept for November 1952. Richard L. 
Garwin, a 23-year-old University of Chicago postgraduate 


student of Enrico Fermi’s, who was at Los Alamos in the 
summer of 1951, was primarily responsible for 
transforming Teller and Ulam’s theoretical ideas into a 
workable engineering design for the device used in the 
Mike test. The device weighed 82 tons, in part because of 
cryogenic (low-temperature) refrigeration equipment 
necessary to keep the deuterium in liquid form. It was 
successfully detonated during Operation Ivy, on 
November 1, 1952, at Enewetak. The explosion achieved 
a yield of 10.4 megatons (million tons), 500 times larger 
than the Nagasaki bomb, and it produced a crater 1,900 
metres (6,240 feet) in diameter and 50 metres (164 feet) 
deep. 


first thermonuclear weaponln an operation code-named 
Mike, the first thermonuclear weapon (hydrogen bomb) 
was detonated at Enewetak atoll in the Marshall Islands, 
November 1, 1952.Video © Encyclopedia Britannica, 
Inc.; video footage US Joint Task Force 132, Operation 


Ivy; still photos U.S. Air Force. 


Further refinements 


With the Teller-Ulam configuration proved, deliverable 
thermonuclear weapons were designed and initially tested 
during Operation Castle in 1954. The first test of the 
series, conducted on March 1, 1954, was called Bravo. It 
used solid lithtum deuteride rather than liquid deuterium 
and produced a yield of 15 megatons, 1,000 times as large 
as the Hiroshima bomb. Here the principal thermonuclear 
reaction was the fusion of deuterium and tritium. The 
tritium was produced in the weapon itself by neutron 
bombardment of the lithium-6 isotope in the course of the 
fusion reaction. Using lithium deuteride instead of liquid 
deuterium eliminated the need for cumbersome cryogenic 
equipment. 


With the completion of Castle, the feasibility of 
lightweight, solid-fuel thermonuclear weapons was 
proved. Vast quantities of tritium would not be needed 
after all. Refinements of the basic two-stage Teller-Ulam 
configuration resulted in thermonuclear weapons with a 
wide variety of characteristics and applications. Some 
high-yield deliverable weapons incorporated additional 
thermonuclear fuel (lithium deuteride) and fissionable 
material (urantum-235 and uranium-238) in a third stage. 
The largest American bombs had yields of 10 to 25 
megatons and weighed up to 20 tons. Beginning in the 


early 1960s, however, the United States built a variety of 
smaller, lighter weapons that exhibited steadily improving 
yield-to-weight and yield-to-volume ratios. By the time 
nuclear testing ended in 1992, the United States had 
conducted 1,030 tests of weapons of every conceivable 
shape, size, and purpose. After 1992, computers and 
nonnuclear tests were used to validate the safety and 
reliability of America’s nuclear stockpile—though the 
view was widely held that entirely new computer- 
generated weapon designs could not be considered 
reliable without actual testing. 
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The spread of nuclear weapons 


The Axis powers 


During World War II, scientists in several countries 
performed experiments in connection with nuclear 
reactors and fission weapons, but only the United States 
carried its projects as far as separating uranium-235 or 
manufacturing plutonium-239. 


By the time the war began on September 1, 1939, 
Germany had a special office for the military application 
of nuclear fission, where chain-reaction experiments with 
uranium and graphite were being planned and ways of 
separating the uranium isotopes were under study. Some 
measurements on graphite, later shown to be in error, led 
physicist Werner Heisenberg to recommend that heavy 
water be used, instead, for the moderator. This 
dependence on scarce heavy water was a major reason the 
German experiments never reached a successful 
conclusion. The isotope separation studies were oriented 
toward low enrichments (about | percent uranium-235) 
for the chain reaction experiments; they never got past the 
laboratory apparatus stage, and several times these 
prototypes were destroyed in bombing attacks. As for the 
fission weapon itself, it was a rather distant goal, and 
practically nothing but “back-of-the-envelope”’ studies 
were done on it. 


Like their counterparts elsewhere, Japanese scientists 
initiated research on an atomic bomb. In December 1940, 
Japan’s leading nuclear scientist, Nishina Yoshio, 


undertook a small-scale research effort supported by the 
armed forces. It did not progress beyond the laboratory, 
because of a lack of government support, resources, and 
uranium. 


The United Kingdom 


Atomic weapons 


The British atomic weapon project started informally, as 
in the United States, among university physicists. In April 
1940 a short paper by Otto Frisch and Rudolf Peierls, 
expanding on the idea of critical mass, estimated that a 
superweapon could be built using several pounds of pure 
uranium-235 and that this amount of material might be 
obtainable from a chain of diffusion tubes. This three- 
page memorandum was the first report to foretell with 
scientific conviction the practical possibility of making a 
bomb and the horrors it would bring. A group of scientists 
known as the MAUD committee was set up in the 
Ministry of Aircraft Production in April 1940 to decide if 
a uranium bomb could be made. The committee approved 
a report on July 15, 1941, concluding that the scheme for 
a uranium bomb was practicable, that work should 
continue on the highest priority, and that collaboration 
with the Americans should be continued and expanded. 
As the war took its toll on the economy, the British 
position evolved through 1942 and 1943 to one of full 
support for the American project with the realization that 


Britain’s major effort would come after the war. While 

the British program was sharply reduced at home, 
approximately 90 scientists and engineers went to the 
United States at the end of 1943 and during 1944 to work 
on various aspects of the Manhattan Project. The valuable 
knowledge and experience they acquired sped the 
development of the British atomic bomb after 1945. 
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Operation Hurricane; nuclear weaponOperation 
Hurricane, the first British atomic weapons detonation, 
at the Monte Bello Islands, Australia, Oct. 3, 1952.Fox 
Photos/Hulton Archive/Getty Images 


After the war a formal decision to manufacture a British 
atomic bomb was made by Prime Minister Clement 
Attlee’s government during a meeting of the Defence 


Subcommittee of the Cabinet in early January 1947. The 
construction of a first reactor to produce fissile material 
and associated facilities had got under way the year 
before. William Penney, a member of the British team at 
Los Alamos, New Mexico, U.S., during the war, was 
placed in charge of fabricating and testing the bomb, 
which was to be of a plutonium type similar to the one 
dropped on Nagasaki, Japan. That Britain was developing 
nuclear weapons was not made public until February 17, 
1952, when Prime Minister Winston Churchill declared 
plans to test the first British-made atomic bomb at the 
Montebello Islands, off the northwest coast of Australia; 
Churchill made the official announcement in a speech 
before the House of Commons on February 26, at which 
time he also reported that the country had the 
manufacturing infrastructure to insure regular production 
of the bomb. On October 3, 1952, the first British atomic 
weapons test, called Hurricane, was successfully 
conducted aboard the frigate HMS Plym, with an 
estimated yield of 25 kilotons. By early 1954, Royal Air 
Force (RAF) Canberra bombers were armed with atomic 
bombs. Under a program known as Project E, squadrons 
of Canberras as well as Valiant bombers were supplied 
with American nuclear bombs—until early 1965 for 
Bomber Command in the United Kingdom and until 1969 
for the Royal Air Force in Germany—before being 
replaced with British models. 


Thermonuclear weapons 


The formal decision to develop thermonuclear weapons 
was made in secret on June 16, 1954, by a small Defence 
Policy Committee chaired by Churchill. The prime 
minister informed the cabinet on July 7, arguing that 
Britain needed the most modern weapons if it was to 
remain a world power. A discussion ensued that day and 
the next to consider questions of cost, morality, world 
influence and standing, proliferation, and public opinion. 
Cabinet agreement was reached later that month to 
support plans to produce hydrogen bombs. More than six 
months would pass before the public learned of the 
decision. Minister of Defence Harold Macmillan 
announced in his Statement on Defence on February 17, 
1955, that the United Kingdom planned to develop and 
produce hydrogen bombs. A debate in the House of 
Commons took place the first two days of March, and 
Churchill gave a riveting speech on why Britain must 
have these new weapons. 


At that point British scientists did not know how to make 
a thermonuclear bomb, a situation similar to their 
American counterparts after President Truman’s directive 
of January 1950. An important first step was to put 
William Cook in charge of the program. Cook, chief of 
the Royal Naval Scientific Service and a mathematician, 
was transferred to Aldermaston, a government research 


and development laboratory and manufacturing site in 
Berkshire, where he arrived in September to be deputy 
director to William Penney. Over the next year the staff 
increased and greater resources were committed to 
solving the difficult scientific and engineering problems 
they faced. The goal was to produce a one-megaton 
weapon. Megaton was defined loosely, and boosted 
designs (with yields in the hundreds of kilotons) were 
proposed to meet it. To achieve a modern Teller-Ulam 
design, a consensus began to form around a staged device 
with compression of the secondary. These ideas were 
informed by analyzing the debris from the 1954 Castle 
series of tests by the United States as well as Joe-19, the 
Soviet Union’s successful test in November 1955 of its 
first true two-stage thermonuclear bomb. Precisely how 
the essential ideas emerged and evolved and when the 
design was finalized remain unclear, but by the spring of 
1956 there was growing confidence that solutions were 
close at hand. The British thermonuclear project, like its 
American and Soviet counterparts, was a team effort in 
which the work of many people led to eventual success. 
Among major contributors were Keith Roberts, Bryan 
Taylor, John Corner, and Ken Allen. 


Sites in the middle of the Pacific Ocean at Christmas 
Island and at Malden Island were chosen to test several 
designs of prototype weapons in the spring of 1957. Three 
devices were tested in May and June at Malden, the 


second one a huge fission bomb, slightly boosted, 
producing a yield of 720 kilotons. Though the first and 
third tests did demonstrate staging and radiation 
implosion, their yields of 300 and 200 kilotons were 
disappointing, indicating that there were still design 
problems. On the morning of November 8, a two-stage 
device inside a Blue Danube case was successfully 
detonated at 2,200 metres (7,200 feet) over Christmas 
Island, with a yield calculated at 1.8 megatons. Britain 
now had an effective thermonuclear bomb. Further 
refinements in design to make lighter, more compact, and 
more efficient bombs culminated in a three-megaton test 
on April 28, 1958, and four more tests in August and 
September. Conducted just before a nuclear test 
moratorium that began in October 1958 and lasted until 
September 1961, this final series of British atmospheric 
tests solidified the boosted designs and contributed novel 
ideas to modern thermonuclear weapons. 


“Britain's H-Bomb,” newsreel on the test of Great 


Britain's first thermonuclear weapon, May 15, 1957.Stock 
footage courtesy The WPA Film Library 


The British deterrent force 


From 1962 to 1991 Britain conducted 24 underground 
tests jointly with the United States at the U.S. test site in 
Nevada to develop warheads for several types of aircraft 
bombs and missile warheads. During the 1950s the RAF’s 
“V-bomber” force of Valiant, Vulcan, and Victor aircraft 
was introduced into service to carry a variety of fission 
and fusion bombs. In June 1969 the strategic deterrent 
role was transferred to the Royal Navy’s Polaris 
submarine force, and in the 1990s these boats were 
replaced by Vanguard-class submarines carrying 
American Trident II ballistic missiles armed with British 
warheads. RAF aircraft continued to serve in other roles 
until March 1998, when the last British nuclear bombs 
were withdrawn from service. 


The Soviet Union 
Atomic weapons 


In the decade before World War II, Soviet physicists were 
actively engaged in nuclear and atomic research. By 1939 
they had established that, once uranium has been 
fissioned, each nucleus emits neutrons and can therefore, 
at least in theory, begin a chain reaction. The following 


year, physicists concluded that such a chain reaction 
could be ignited in either natural uranium or its isotope 
uranium-235 and that this reaction could be sustained and 
controlled with a moderator such as heavy water. In July 
1940 the Soviet Academy of Sciences established the 
Uranium Commission to study the “uranium problem.” 


First Soviet atomic bombThe Soviet Union detonated its 
first atomic bomb, known in the West as Joe-1, on Aug. 
29, 1949, at Semipalatinsk Test Site, in Kazakhstan. Joe-1 
was a direct copy of the plutonium bomb dropped on 
Nagasaki and had a yield of about 20 kilotons. 


By February 1939 news had reached Soviet physicists of 


the discovery of nuclear fission in the West. The military 
implications of such a discovery were immediately 
apparent, but Soviet research was brought to a halt by the 
German invasion in June 1941. In early 1942 Soviet 
physicist Georgy N. Flerov noticed that articles on 
nuclear fission were no longer appearing in Western 
journals—an indication that research on the subject had 
become classified. In response, Flerov wrote to, among 
others, Premier Joseph Stalin, insisting that “we must 
build the uranium bomb without delay.” In 1943 Stalin 
ordered the commencement of a research project under 
the supervision of Igor V. Kurchatov, who had been 
director of the nuclear physics laboratory at the Physico- 
Technical Institute of the Academy of Sciences in 
Leningrad. Under Kurchatov’s direction, Laboratory No. 
2 was established in April to conduct the new program. 
(After the war it was renamed the Laboratory of 
Measurement Devices of the Academy of Sciences and 
subsequently became the Russian Research Centre 
Kurchatov Institute.) Kurchatov initiated work on three 
fronts: designing an experimental uranium pile and 
achieving a chain reaction, exploring methods to separate 
the isotope urantum-235, and—after receiving Western 
intelligence about its feasibility as a weapon material— 
studying the properties of plutontum and how it might be 
produced. 


Throughout 1944 the scale of the program remained 


small. The war ground on, the prospects of an actual 
weapon seemed remote, and scarce funds kept the number 
of employees working under Kurchatov limited. By the 
time of the Potsdam Conference, which brought the 
Allied leaders together the day after the Trinity test was 
conducted by the United States in July 1945, the project 
on the atomic bomb was about to change dramatically. 
During one session at the conference, Truman remarked 
to Stalin that the United States had built a “new weapon 
of unusual destructive force.” Stalin replied that he would 
like to see the United States make “good use of it against 
the Japanese.” 


After the Americans dropped two bombs on Japan in 
early August 1945, the full force of the importance of this 
new weapon finally hit Stalin, and he ordered a crash 
program to have an atomic bomb as quickly as possible. 
In late August a Special Committee chaired by Lavrenty 
P. Beria, chief of the NK VD (Soviet secret police and 
forerunner of the KGB), was established to oversee the 
Soviet version of the Manhattan Project. Over the next 
four years the full resources of the Soviet Union were 
mobilized to build the bomb, including extensive use of 
prison labour from the Gulag to mine uranium and build 
the plants. The first Soviet chain reaction took place in 
Moscow on December 25, 1946, using an experimental 
graphite-moderated natural uranium pile known as F-1. 
The first plutonium production reactor became 


operational at the Chelyabinsk-40 (later known as 
Chelyabinsk-65 and now Ozersk) complex in the Ural 
Mountains, on June 19, 1948. Eight months later the first 
batch of plutonium was produced. After separating the 
irradiated uranium fuel in the nearby radio-chemical 
plant, it was converted into plutonium metal and shaped 
into hemispheres. The components then went to the 
“Installation” (KB-11), located in what became the secret 
Soviet city of Sarov, 400 km (250 miles) southeast of 
Moscow, for final assembly. Later known as Arzamas-16 
(currently the All-Russian Scientific Research Institute of 
Experimental Physics), the secret laboratory was similar 
to Los Alamos in that the first bombs were designed and 
assembled there. 


The role of espionage in the making of the Soviet atomic 
bomb has been acknowledged since 1950, with the arrests 
in Britain of the German-born Klaus Fuchs and in the 
United States of the American couple Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg. New information made available from 
Russian sources following the breakup of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, however, demonstrated that espionage 
was more extensive than previously known and was more 
important to the Soviets’ success. Throughout the war and 
afterward, Beria’s spies amassed significant amounts of 
technical data that saved Kurchatov and his team valuable 
time and scarce resources. The first Soviet test occurred 
on August 29, 1949, using a plutonium device (known in 


the West as Joe-1) with a yield of approximately 20 
kilotons. A direct copy of the Fat Man bomb tested at 
Trinity and dropped on Nagasaki, Joe-1 was based on 
plans supplied by Fuchs and by Theodore A. Hall, the 
latter a second key spy at Los Alamos whose activities 
were discovered only after the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union. 


Thermonuclear weapons 


In June 1948 Igor Y. Tamm was appointed to head a 
special research group at the P.N. Lebedev Physics 
Institute (FIAN) to investigate the possibility of building a 
thermonuclear bomb. Andrey Sakharov joined Tamm’s 
group and, with his colleagues Vitaly Ginzburg and Yury 
Romanov, worked on calculations produced by Yakov 
Zeldovich’s group at the Institute of Chemical Physics. 

As recounted by Sakharov, the Russian discovery of the 
major ideas behind the thermonuclear bomb went through 
several stages. 


The first design, proposed by Sakharov in 1948, consisted 
of alternating layers of deuterium and uranium-238 
between a fissile core and a surrounding chemical high 
explosive. Known as Sloika (“Layer Cake’), the design 
was refined by Ginzburg 1n 1949 through the substitution 
of lithium-6 deuteride for the liquid deutertum. When 
bombarded with neutrons, lithtum-6 breeds tritium, which 


can fuse with deuterium to release more energy. 


In March 1950 Sakharov arrived at KB-11. Under the 
scientific leadership of Yuly Khariton, work at KB-11 had 
begun three years earlier to develop and produce Soviet 
nuclear weapons. Members of the Tamm and the 
Zeldovich groups also went to KB-11 to work on the 
thermonuclear bomb. A Layer Cake bomb, known in the 
West as Joe-4 and in the Soviet Union as RDS-6, was 
detonated on August 12, 1953, with a yield of 400 
kilotons. Significantly, it was a deliverable thermonuclear 
bomb—a milestone that the United States would not reach 
until May 20, 1956—and also the first use of solid 
lithium-6 deuteride. Finally, a more efficient two-stage 
nuclear configuration using radiation compression 
(analogous to the Teller-Ulam design) was detonated on 
November 22, 1955. Known in the West as Joe-19 and 
RDS-37 in the Soviet Union, the thermonuclear bomb 
was dropped from a bomber at the Semipalatinsk (now 
Semey, Kazakhstan) test site. As recounted by Sakharov, 
this test “crowned years of effort [and] opened the way 
for a whole range of devices with remarkable 
capabilities...it had essentially solved the problem of 
creating high-performance thermonuclear weapons.” 


The Soviet Union conducted 715 tests between 1949 and 
1990, out of which came a wide variety of weapons, from 
nuclear artillery shells to multimegaton missile warheads 


and bombs. On October 30, 1961, the Soviet Union 
detonated a 58-megaton nuclear device, later revealed to 
have been tested at approximately half of its optimal 
design yield. 
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France 


French scientists, such as Henri Becquerel, Marie and 
Pierre Curie, and Frédéric and Irene Joliot-Curie, made 
important contributions to 20th-century atomic physics. 


During World War II several French scientists 
participated in an Anglo-Canadian project in Canada, 
where eventually a heavy water reactor was built at Chalk 
River, Ontario, in 1945. 


On October 18, 1945, the French Atomic Energy 
Commission (Commissariat 4 l’Energie Atomique; CEA) 
was established by Gen. Charles de Gaulle with the 
objective of exploiting the scientific, industrial, and 
military potential of atomic energy. The military 
application of atomic energy did not begin until 1951. In 
July 1952 the National Assembly adopted a five-year plan 
with a primary goal of building plutonium production 
reactors. Work began on a reactor at Marcoule in the 
summer of 1954 and on a plutonium separating plant the 
following year. 


On December 26, 1954, the issue of proceeding with a 
French atomic bomb was raised at the cabinet level. The 
outcome was that Prime Minister Pierre Mendes-France 
launched a secret program to develop an atomic bomb. On 
November 30, 1956, a protocol was signed specifying 
tasks the CEA and the Defense Ministry would perform. 
These included providing the plutonium, assembling a 
device, and preparing a test site. Key figures in 
developing the atomic bomb were Pierre Guillaumat, 
Gen. Charles Ailleret, and Yves Rocard. On July 22, 
1958, de Gaulle, now president, set the date for the first 


atomic explosion to occur within the first three months of 
1960. For de Gaulle especially, French attainment of the 
bomb symbolized independence and a role for France in 
geopolitical affairs. On February 13, 1960, France 
detonated an atomic bomb from a 105-metre (344-foot) 
tower in the Sahara in what was then French Algeria. The 
plutonium implosion design had a yield of 60 to 70 
kilotons, three times the yield of the atomic bomb 
dropped on Nagasaki, Japan. France carried out three 
more atmospheric and 13 additional underground tests in 
Algeria over the next six years before shifting its test site 
to the uninhabited atolls of Mururoa and Fangataufa in the 
Pacific Ocean. France conducted 194 tests in the Pacific 
from 1966 to 1996. These resulted in ever-improving 
fission, boosted-fission, and two-stage thermonuclear 
warheads for a variety of weapon systems, including 
aircraft bombs and missiles and land-based and sea-based 
ballistic missiles. 


In 1997 an account of the French thermonuclear bomb 
program by physicist Pierre Billaud revealed details about 
the scientists who were involved in discovering the key 
concepts. Billaud was a director of the Centre de Limeil, 
the main French warhead design laboratory, located 
outside Paris, and from 1966 through 1968 he was one of 
the central figures in developing the French 
thermonuclear bomb. 


According to Billaud, after the success of February 1960, 
the priority of the Direction des Applications Militaires— 
the part of the CEA responsible for the research, 
development, testing, and production of French nuclear 
warheads—was to adapt warheads for delivery by Mirage 
IV aircraft and to refine fission weapon designs. 
Thermonuclear bomb research was secondary until 1966, 
when de Gaulle, feeling the pressure that China might 
cross the thermonuclear threshold ahead of France, 
strongly urged the CEA to find a solution and set 1968 as 
a deadline. Work at Limeil and at other labs in the CEA 
complex was stepped up as scientists sought to discover 
the key concepts. Physicist Michel Carayol laid out what 
would be the fundamental idea of radiation implosion in 
an April 1967 paper, but neither he nor his colleagues 
were immediately convinced that it was the solution, and 
the search continued. 


In late September 1967, Carayol’s ideas were validated by 
an unlikely source, William Cook, who had overseen the 
British thermonuclear program in the mid-1950s. Cook, 
no doubt at his government’s behest, verbally passed on 
the crucial information to the French embassy’s military 
attaché in London. Presumably, the British provided this 
information for political reasons. British Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson was lobbying for the entry of the United 
Kingdom into the Common Market (European Economic 
Community), which was being blocked by de Gaulle. 


Apparently, Wilson thought that sharing thermonuclear 
research with France would persuade de Gaulle to drop 
his country’s veto. The ploy failed, however, as France 
again vetoed British entry on November 27, 1967. 


With confirmation now in hand about the right path, 
France quickly made plans to test Carayol’s design at its 
Pacific test site. On August 24, 1968 (14 months after the 
Chinese thermonuclear test), France entered the 
thermonuclear club with an explosion estimated at 2.6 
megatons. On September 8, 1968, Billaud supervised a 
second thermonuclear explosion, with a yield of 1.2 
megatons. 


China 


After winning the civil war in 1949, the new Chinese 
communist leadership viewed the United States—which 
backed the Nationalist Party of Chiang Kai-shek on 
Taiwan—as its main foreign threat. A series of conflicts 
and confrontations, beginning with the Korean War 
(1950-53), made China fear American military action and 
the possible use of U.S. nuclear weapons against China. 


first Chinese atomic bombDetonation of the first Chinese 
atomic bomb, October 16, 1964; Chinese narration with 
English voice-over.Stock footage courtesy The WPA Film 
Library 


In response, on January 15, 1955, Mao Zedong and the 
Chinese leadership decided to obtain their own nuclear 
arsenal. From 1955 to 1958 the Chinese were partially 
dependent on the Soviet Union for scientific and 
technological assistance, but from 1958 until the break in 
relations with the Soviet Union in 1960 they became more 
and more self-sufficient. Like the efforts of the other 
nuclear powers, China undertook the necessary large- 
scale mobilization of manpower and resources. 


The major original facilities were built to produce and 
process uranium and plutonium at the Lanzhou Gaseous 
Diffusion Plant and the Jiuquan Atomic Energy Complex 
(JAEC), both in the northwestern province of Gansu. The 
reactor at JAEC began operation in 1967, and a large- 


scale reprocessing plant followed in April 1970. A design 
laboratory (called the Ninth Academy) was established at 
Hatyan, east of the Koko Nor (Blue Lake), Qinghai 
province, where initial production also took place. A test 
site at Lop Nur, in far northwestern China, was 
established in October 1959. Key figures in the Chinese 
bomb program included Wang Ganchang, Zhu Guangya, 
Deng Jiaxian, Peng Huanwu, Zhou Guangzhao, Yu Min, 
and Chen Nengkuan. Overall leadership and direction was 
provided by Marshal Nie Rongzhen, chairman of the State 
Science and Technology Commission from 1958 until 
1967. As part of Mao’s “Third Line” program to build a 
duplicate industrial infrastructure in remote regions of 
China as a strategic reserve in the event of war, a more 
modern nuclear complex was completed in the 1970s 

and ’80s, supplementing and then replacing the original 
facilities. 


Unlike the initial American, Soviet, and British tests, the 
first Chinese detonation—on October 16, 1964—used 
uranium-235 in an implosion-type configuration that 
yielded 20 kilotons. Plutonium designs followed. Between 
1964 and 1996 China conducted 23 atmospheric and 22 
underground tests. This relatively limited number of tests 
resulted in a variety of fission and fusion warhead types 
with yields from a few kilotons to multimegatons. 


China began to explore the feasibility of a thermonuclear 


bomb at the same time it initiated its atomic bomb 
program. More concrete plans to proceed were begun in 
December 1960, with the formation of a group by the 
Institute of Atomic Energy to do research on 
thermonuclear materials and reactions. In late 1963, after 
the design of the atomic bomb was complete, the 
Theoretical Department of the Ninth Academy, under the 
direction of Deng Jiaxian, was ordered to shift to 
thermonuclear work. Facilities were constructed to 
produce lithium-6 deuteride and other required 
components. By the end of 1965 the theoretical work for a 
multistage bomb had been completed, and manufacture of 
the test device was finished by the end of 1966. The first 
Chinese multistage fusion device, with a yield of three 
megatons, was detonated on June 17, 1967—this was only 
32 months after China’s first atomic test, the shortest span 
of the first five nuclear powers. 


India 


India’s nuclear policies and programs were somewhat 
idiosyncratic, compared with those of the other nuclear 
powers, and went through three distinct phases: from 
1947 to 1974, from 1974 to 1998, and from 1998 into the 
21st century. In 1948 the newly independent country 
passed an Atomic Energy Act, first introduced by Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. The act established an Atomic 
Energy Commission (AEC), and Homi Bhabha was 


appointed its chairman. Bhabha had earned his doctorate 
in physics from the University of Cambridge and would 
be the central figure in shaping the Indian nuclear 
program, especially after becoming secretary of India’s 
Department of Atomic Energy in 1954. India took 
advantage of U.S. Pres. Dwight D. Eisenhower’s Atoms 
for Peace program, first articulated in a UN speech in 
December 1953. The purpose of the program was to limit 
proliferation of nuclear weapons by offering technology 
for civilian use in exchange for a promise not to pursue 
military applications. The goal backfired because the dual 
uses of atomic energy are inherent in the technologies—a 
fact as well as a problem that was recognized at the birth 
of the atomic era and that continues to this day. 


Dwight D. Eisenhower delivering his Atoms for Peace 
speech to the United Nations General Assembly in New 
York City, December 1953. © United Nations/IAEA 


In 1955 Canada offered to build India a heavy water 
research reactor, and the United States supplied some of 
the heavy water. The reactor was built at Trombay, near 
Bombay (Mumbai), which would become the primary 
location of India’s nuclear weapon program. (The facility 
was renamed the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
[BARC] after Bhabha died in 1966.) A reprocessing plant 
was built nearby to extract plutonium from spent fuel 


rods. The plant used the PUREX (plutontum-uranium- 
extraction) chemical method developed by the United 
States—a process that had been made known to the world 
through the Atoms for Peace program. Hundreds of 
Indian scientists and engineers were trained in all aspects 
of nuclear technologies at laboratories and universities 1n 
the United States. By 1964 India had its first weapon- 
grade plutonium. Over the next decade, in parallel with 
peaceful uses of atomic energy, military research 
proceeded, while India rejected the 1968 Nuclear Non- 


proliferation Treaty. 


On May 18, 1974, at the Pokhran test site on the 
Rajasthan Steppe, India, detonated a nuclear device with a 
yield later estimated to be less than 5 kilotons. (A figure 
of 12 kilotons was announced by India at the time.) India 
characterized the underground test as being for peaceful 
purposes, adding that it had no intentions of producing 
nuclear weapons. Among the key scientists and engineers 
directly involved were Homi Sethna, chairman of the 
AEC, Raja Ramanna, head of the BARC physics group, 
and Rajagopala Chidambaram, who headed a team that 
designed the plutonium core. Chidambaram later became 
chairman of the AEC and oversaw the 1998 tests 
described below. Others mentioned with important roles 
were P.K. Iyengar, Satinder K. Sikka, Pranab R. Dastidar, 
Sekharipuram N.A. Seshadri, and Nagapattinam S. 


Venkatesan. 


After 1974 India entered a second phase that lasted until 
1998. During this period, India had the technical ability to 
produce nuclear weapons but maintained a policy of not 
deploying them. This ambivalent posture allowed India to 
continue its traditional stance of urging nuclear 
disarmament, while at the same time signaling that the 
military path was available to it if the situation warranted. 
Throughout the 1980s and ’90s, Indian scientists 
continued to refine nuclear designs, including boosting 
and theoretical work on thermonuclear weapons. 
Modification of certain types of aircraft and advances in 
ballistic missile programs brought the prospect of a 
deployednuclear force ever closer—a development driven 
in part by Pakistan’s progress on its own nuclear weapons 
and by tensions with India’s traditional adversary, China. 


On May 11, 1998, India entered it third phase by 
detonating three devices simultaneously at the Pokhran 
test site. A press statement claimed that one was a fission 
device with a yield of about 12 kilotons, one was a 
thermonuclear device with a yield of 43 kilotons, and the 
third was a tactical device with a yield of 0.2 kiloton. On 
May 13 two more tactical devices were detonated, with 
reported yields of 0.2 and 0.6 kiloton. Western experts 
later disputed the size of the yields and whether any of 
them were thermonuclear bombs. U.S. intelligence 


concluded that the second stage failed to ignite. There was 
also speculation that one of the tests may have used 
reactor-grade plutonium. Among the key figures were 
Abdul Kalam, head of India’s Defence Research and 
Development Organization, AEC chairman Rajagopala 
Chidambaram, BARC director Anil Kakodkar, and 
scientists M.S. Ramakumar, S.K. Gupta, and D.D. Sood. 


Since 1998 India has moved forward with a vigorous 
program of developing weapon systems for the three 
branches of its armed forces. The emerging triad consists 
of the army’s land-based ballistic missiles, the air force’s 
air-delivered bombs, and the navy’s sea-based surface- 
launched ballistic missiles. India has not signed the 1996 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (an extension of 
the 1963 Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty) and may need to test 
again. 
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Pakistan 


Pakistan took advantage of the Atoms for Peace program 
by sending students abroad for training in nuclear 
technologies and by accepting an American-built research 
reactor, which began operation in 1965. Although its 
military nuclear research up to that point had been 
minimal, the situation soon changed. Pakistan’s quest for 
the atomic bomb was in direct response to its defeat by 
India in December 1971, which resulted in East Pakistan 
becoming the independent country of Bangladesh. 
Immediately after the cease-fire, in late January 1972, the 
new Pakistani president, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, convened a 
meeting of his top scientists and ordered them to build an 
atomic bomb. Bhutto, always suspicious of India, had 
wanted Pakistan to have the bomb for years and was now 
in a position to make it happen. Earlier he had famously 
said, “If India builds the bomb, we will eat grass or 
leaves, even go hungry, but we will get one of our own. 
We have no other choice.” 


Pakistan’s route to the bomb was through the enrichment 
of uranium using high-speed gas centrifuges. A key figure 
was Abdul Qadeer Khan, a Pakistani scientist who had 
earned a doctorate in metallurgical engineering in 
Belgium. Beginning in May 1972, he began work at a 
laboratory in Amsterdam that was a subcontractor of Ultra 
Centrifuge Nederland, the Dutch partner of URENCO. 
URENCO in turn was a joint enterprise created in 1970 
by Great Britain, West Germany, and the Netherlands to 
ensure that they had an adequate supply of enriched 
uranium for their civilian power reactors. Khan was soon 
visiting the enrichment plant in Almelo, Netherlands, and 
over the next three years gained access to its classified 
centrifuge designs. Soon after the 1974 Indian test, he 
contacted Bhutto. In December 1975 Khan abruptly left 
his job and returned to Pakistan with blueprints and 
photographs of the centrifuges and contact information 
for dozens of companies that supplied the components. 


In 1976 Khan began work with the Pakistan Atomic 
Energy Commission, and in July he founded the 
Engineering Research Laboratories to build and operate a 
centrifuge plant in Kahuta using components that he had 
purchased from Europe and elsewhere. Khan would later 
use these contacts to form a vast black market network 
that sold or traded nuclear technology, centrifuges, and 
other items to North Korea, Iran, Libya, and possibly 
others. It would have been difficult for Khan to carry out 


some or all of these transactions without the knowledge of 
Pakistan’s leaders and its military and security services. 


By April 1978 Pakistan had produced enriched uranium, 
and four years later it had weapon-grade uranium. By the 
mid-1980s thousands of centrifuges were turning out 
enough uranium for making several atomic bombs per 
year, and by 1988, according to Pakistan Army Chief 
Gen. Mirza Aslam Beg, Pakistan had the capability to 
assemble a nuclear device. Khan likely had acquired the 
warhead design from China, apparently obtaining 
blueprints of an implosion device that was detonated in an 
October 1966 test, where uranium rather than plutonium 
was used. 


In response to the Indian nuclear tests of May 1998, 
Pakistan claimed that it had successfully detonated five 
nuclear devices on May 28 in the Ros Koh Hills in the 
province of Balochistan and a sixth device two days later 
at a site 100 km (60 miles) to the southwest. As with the 
Indian nuclear claims, outside experts questioned the 
announced yields and even the number of tests. A single 
Western seismic measurement for May 28 suggested the 
yield was on the order of 9 to 12 kilotons rather than the 
official Pakistani announcement of 40 to 45 kilotons. For 
the May 30 nuclear test, Western estimates were from 4 to 
6 kilotons rather than the official Pakistani figure of 15 to 
18 kilotons. Nevertheless, there was no doubt that 


Pakistan had joined the nuclear club and that, with various 
ballistic and cruise missile programs under way, it was in 
an arms race with India. 


Israel 


Israel was the sixth country to acquire nuclear weapons, 
though it has never officially acknowledged the fact. 
Israel’s declared policy regarding nuclear weapons was 
first articulated in the mid-1960s by Prime Minister Levi 
Eshkol with the ambiguous statement, “Israel will not be 
the first state to introduce nuclear weapons into the 
region.” 


The Israeli nuclear program began in the mid-1950s. 
Three key figures are credited with its founding. Israel’s 
first prime minister, David Ben-Gurion, made the 
decision to undertake a nuclear weapons program. From 
behind the scenes, Shimon Peres, director-general of the 
Ministry of Defense, selected personnel, allocated 
resources, and became the chief administrator of the 
entire project. Scientist Ernst David Bergmann, the first 
chairman of Israel’s Atomic Energy Commission, 
provided early technical guidance. Crucial to Israel’s 
success was collaboration with France. Through Peres’s 
diplomatic efforts, in October 1957 France agreed to sell 
Israel a reactor and an underground reprocessing plant, 
which was built near the town of Dimona in the Negev 
desert. Many Israeli scientists and engineers were trained 


at French nuclear facilities. In another secret agreement, 
signed in 1959, Norway agreed to supply via Britain 20 
metric tons of heavy water for the reactor. 


In June 1958 a new research and development authority 
named RAFAEL (a Hebrew acronym for the Armaments 
Development Authority) was established within the 
Ministry of Defense to assist in the weaponization side of 
the project, along with the organization of the Dimona 
Nuclear Research Centre to be built in the Negev. Ground 
was broken at Dimona in late 1958 or early 1959. By 
1965 the first plutonium had been produced, and on the 
eve of the Six-Day War (seeArab-Israeli wars) in June 
1967 Israel had two or three assembled devices. Over the 
years the Dimona facility was upgraded to produce more 
plutonium. Other scientists known to have contributed to 
the Israeli nuclear program include Jenka Ratner, 
Avraham Hermon, Israel Dostrovsky, Yosef Tulipman, 
and Shalheveth Freier. 


Additional details about the Israeli nuclear program and 
arsenal have come to light as a result of revelations by 
Mordechai Vanunu, a technician who worked at Dimona 
from 1977 to 1985. Before leaving his job, Vanunu took 
dozens of photographs of Dimona’s most secret areas, as 
well as of plutonium components, of a full-scale model of 
a thermonuclear bomb, and of work on tritium that 
implied Israel might have built boosted weapons. He 


provided an extensive account of what he knew to the 
LondonSunday Times, which published a story, “Inside 
Dimona, Israel’s Nuclear Bomb Factory,” on October 5, 
1986. Five days before the article was published, Vanunu 
was abducted in Rome by the Mossad (one of Israel’s 
intelligence agencies), taken to Israel, tried, and sentenced 
to 18 years in prison. He spent 10 years of his prison term 
in solitary confinement. Later, American weapon 
designers analyzed the photographs and concluded that 
Israel’s nuclear arsenal was much larger than previously 
thought (perhaps between 100 and 200 weapons) and that 
Israel was capable of building a neutron bomb, a low- 
yield thermonuclear device that reduces blast and 
maximizes the radiation effect. (Israel may have tested a 
neutron bomb over the southern Indian Ocean on 
September 22, 1979.) At the turn of the 21st century, the 
U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency estimated that Israel 
had 60 to 80 nuclear weapons. 


South Africa 


South Africa is the only country to have produced nuclear 
weapons and then voluntarily dismantled and destroyed 
them. On March 24, 1993, South African Pres. F.W. de 
Klerk informed the country’s parliament that South Africa 
had secretly produced six nuclear devices and had 
subsequently dismantled them prior to acceding to the 


Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty on July 10, 1991. 


In 1974 South Africa decided to develop a nuclear 
explosive capability allegedly for peaceful purposes, but 
after 1977 the program acquired military applications in 
response to growing fears about communist expansion on 
South Africa’s borders. The weapon program was highly 
compartmentalized, with probably no more than 10 
people knowing all of the details, though about 1,000 
persons were involved in different aspects. J.W. de 
Villiers 1s thought to have been in charge of developing 
the explosive. By 1978 the first quantity of highly 
enriched uranium was produced at the Y-Plant at 
Valindaba, next to the Pelindaba Nuclear Research 
Centre, 19 km (12 miles) west of Pretoria. The 
enrichment method used was an “aerodynamic” process, 
developed by South African scientists, in which a mixture 
of uranium hexafluoride and hydrogen gas 1s compressed 
and injected at high speeds into tubes that are spun to 
separate the isotopes. 


A fission gun-assembly design, similar to the Little Boy 
bomb dropped on Hiroshima, was chosen. It has been 
estimated that the South African version contained 55 kg 
(121 pounds) of highly enriched uranium and had a yield 
of 10 to 18 kilotons. In 1985 South Africa decided to 
build seven weapons. Six were completed, and the 
seventh was partially built by November 1989, when the 
government ceased production. The nuclear and 
nonnuclear components were stored separately. The two 


subcritical pieces of highly enriched uranium for each 
weapon were kept in vaults at the Kentron Circle (later 
renamed Advena) facility, about 16 km (10 miles) east of 
Pelindaba, where they had been fabricated. When fully 
assembled, the weapon weighed about one ton, was 1.8 
metres (6 feet) long and 63.5 cm (25 inches) in diameter, 
and could have been deliverable by a modified Buccaneer 
bomber. However, the bombs were never integrated into 
the armed forces, and no offensive attack plans were ever 
drawn up for their use. 


The government decision to disarm was made in 
November 1989, and over the next 18 months the devices 
were dismantled, the urantum was made unsuitable for 
weapon use, the components and technical documents 
were destroyed, and the Y-Plant was decommissioned. 
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
inspected South Africa’s facilities beginning in November 
1991, and it eventually concluded that the weapons 
program had been terminated and the devices dismantled. 


According to South African officials, the weapons were 
never meant to be used militarily. Rather, they were 
intended to force Western governments, particularly the 
United States, to come to South Africa’s aid if it were 
ever threatened. The plan was for South Africa first to 
inform the West covertly that it had the bomb. If that 
failed, South Africa would either publicly declare it had a 


nuclear arsenal or detonate a nuclear bomb in a deep shaft 
at the Vastrap test site in the Kalahari to demonstrate the 
fact. 


North Korea 


Little authoritative information has been made available 
about the North Korean nuclear program. Western 
intelligence agencies and scholars provide most of what is 
known. The threat of a nuclear attack by the United States 
both during and after the Korean War may have spurred 
North Korea’s Kim I]-sung to launch a nuclear weapons 
program of his own, which began with help from the 
Soviet Union in the 1960s. China provided various kinds 
of support over the next two decades, and Abdul Qadeer 
Khan of Pakistan apparently provided uranium 
enrichment equipment and warhead designs. 


The centre of North Korea’s nuclear program is at 
Yongbyon, about 100 km (60 miles) north of the capital 
of P’yongyang. Its major facilities include a reactor that 
became operational in 1986, a reprocessing plant, and a 
fuel fabrication plant. The 5-megawatt reactor 1s capable 
of producing about 6 kg (13 pounds) of plutonium per 
year. The U.S. Central Intelligence Agency concluded in 
the early 1990s that North Korea had effectively joined 
the other nuclear powers by building one or possibly two 
weapons from plutonium that had been produced prior to 


image credit: DigitalGlobe-ISIS 
». yw image date: 11 September 2005 


A satellite image of North Korea's Yongbyon 5-megawatt 
(electric) nuclear reactor site dated September 11, 2005, 
shows a steam plume, which indicates that the facility is 
in operation.DigitalGlobe-ISIS—Reuters/Corbis 


From 1994 to 2002, as a result of an agreement with the 
United States, the North Korean nuclear program was 
effectively frozen, as its nuclear reactor was shut down. In 
October 2002 the United States accused North Korea of 
having resumed its military nuclear program, and in 
response P’yongyang announced that it would withdraw 


from the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty—the only 
country ever to do so. North Korea’s reactor was 


restarted, and more plutonium was extracted. Estimates 
vary on how much plutonium was subsequently separated 
and how many bombs were made from it. One assessment 
calculated that some 28 to 50 kg (62 to 110 pounds) of 
plutonium were produced for weapon use. Assuming each 
weapon contained 4 to 5 kg (9 to 11 pounds), this would 
be enough for 5 to 12 weapons. Much depended on the 
technical capability of North Korean designers and the 
desired yield of the weapons. 


On October 9, 2006, North Korea conducted an 
underground nuclear test in its northeastern Hamgyong 
Mountains. Western experts estimated the yield as 
approximately one kiloton, much lower than the initial 
tests of the other nuclear powers. Chinese officials said 
that P’yongyang informed them in advance that they 
planned for a test of four kilotons. Over the following 
year, international pressure and concentrated diplomacy 
by the United States and other countries in the region 
attempted to halt North Korea’s nuclear program. 
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Other countries 


In the decades following 1945, several countries initiated 
nuclear research and development programs but for one 
reason or another decided not to proceed to the next stage 
and produce actual weapons. For example, Sweden had a 
vigorous nuclear weapons research program for 20 years, 
from the late 1940s to the late 1960s, before the 
government decided not to go forward. Switzerland too 
examined the possibility but did not proceed very far. 
Even today several technologically advanced countries, 
such as Japan and Germany, are sometimes referred to as 
virtual nuclear countries because they could fabricate a 
weapon fairly quickly with their technical knowledge and 
domestic stocks of separated plutonium. 


Several other countries have had fledging nuclear 
weapons programs that were abandoned through outside 


pressure, rapprochement with an adversary, or unilateral 
decisions not to acquire a nuclear capability. 
Representative of this category are Taiwan, Argentina, 
Brazil, Libya, and Iraq. Iran meanwhile has acquired the 
means to produce enriched uranium despite concerns 
expressed by the IAEA and the United Nations Security 
Council that this material may be used to produce nuclear 
weapons. The programs of these countries are described 
in turn below. 


Tatwan 


The purpose and scale of Taiwan’s program remain 
unclear, though a few details have emerged. After China’s 
1964 nuclear test, Taiwan launched a program to produce 
weapon-grade nuclear material—purchasing a small 
heavy water research reactor from Canada and various 
facilities from other countries. By the mid-1970s the 
United States and the IAEA began to apply pressure on 
Taiwan to abandon its program, and Taiwan eventually 
acceded. 


Argentina and Brazil 


Argentina and Brazil were engaged in competing 
programs to develop nuclear weapons, mostly under their 
respective military regimes, in the late 1970s and 
throughout the 1980s. The competition ended in the early 
1990s as both countries canceled their programs, agreed 


to inspections, and signed the Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Treaty. 


Libya 


Beginning in the early 1980s, Libya undertook a secret 
nuclear weapons program in violation of its commitments 
to the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty. Libya’s program 
accelerated after 2000, when Libya began to import parts 
for 10,000 centrifuges in order to enrich urantum—though 
few machines were ever assembled or made operational. 
In October 2003 the U.S. Navy intercepted and diverted a 
German freighter bound for Tripoli that was carrying 
thousands of centrifuge components, which had 
originated in Abdul Qadeer Khan’s black market network. 
In December 2003 Libyan leader Muammar al-Qaddafi 
publicly stated that all programs for weapons of mass 
destruction (WMD) would be terminated and that 
inspectors would be allowed to confirm their elimination. 
Libyan officials also admitted that they had obtained 
blueprints for a nuclear warhead design from Khan, 
though the warhead would have been too large to fit on a 
Libyan missile. Experts who analyzed the Libyan 
program concluded that it was in its early stages, not well 
organized, understaffed, incomplete, and many years 
away from building an atomic bomb. 


Iraq 


Though a signatory to the Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Treaty, Iraq began a secret nuclear weapons program in 
the 1970s, using the claim of civilian applications as a 
cover. In 1976 France agreed to sell Iraq a research 
reactor (called Osirak or Tammuz-1) that used weapon- 
grade uranium as the fuel. Iraq imported hundreds of tons 
of various forms of urantum from Portugal, Niger, and 
Brazil, sent numerous technicians abroad for training, and 
in 1979 contracted to purchase a plutonium separation 
facility from Italy. Iraq’s program was dealt a setback 
when Israeli aircraft bombed the Osirak reactor on June 7, 
1981, demolishing the reactor’s core. Over the next 
decade, several methods of enriching uranium were 
undertaken by Iraq, but the country’s ambitious plans 
were never realized, and by the end of the Persian Gulf 
War (1990-91) only a few grams of weapon-grade 
nuclear material had been produced. UN inspectors 
uncovered a sizable Iraqi clandestinebiological weapons 
program after Pres. Saddam Hussein’s son-in-law, 
Hussein Kamil, who headed the program, defected in 
August 1995. In 1998 Saddam forced the UN inspectors 
out, leading to growing suspicions that WMD programs 
were once again being pursued. The inspectors returned in 
November 2002 but did not find any evidence of 
resuscitated programs before the beginning of the Iraq 
War on March 20, 2003. No WMD were discovered 
following American occupation of Iraq. 


Iran 


In the late 1970s the United States obtained intelligence 
indicating that Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi had 
established a clandestine nuclear weapons program, 
though Iran had signed the Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Treaty in 1968. The Islamic Revolution of 1979 and the 
Iran-Iraq War (1980-88) that followed interrupted this 
program, but by the late 1980s new efforts were under 
way, especially with the assistance of Abdul Qadeer 
Khan, who sold Iran gas centrifuge technology and 
provided training to Iranian scientists and engineers. The 
Iranians also began secretly to construct a number of 
nuclear facilities in violation of their safeguards 
agreements with the IAEA. In 2002 an Iranian opposition 
group in Paris revealed the existence of a uranium 
enrichment facility at Natanz and a heavy water plant at 
Arak, spurring the IAEA to take action. 


Iran had contracted with Russia in 1995 to finish a nuclear 
power plant begun by West Germany in the mid-1970s at 
Bushehr, raising international concerns that it could be 
used as part of a weapons program. Beginning in 
February 2003, IAEA inspectors made many visits to 
suspected facilities and raised questions about their 
purpose, and in September 2005 the IAEA’s Governing 
Board found Iran in noncompliance with its safeguards 
obligations. Iran claimed that it was pursuing nuclear 


technologies for peaceful civilian purposes, which are 
legal under the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty, but 
many believed that Iran was creating a nuclear 
infrastructure in order eventually to build a nuclear 
weapon. 


By 2005 the reactor at Bushehr was essentially complete. 
Aside from the fresh reactor fuel supplied by Russia, by 
2008 Iran had produced enough low-enrichment uranium 
(less than 5 percent uranium-235) at its enrichment 
facility to fuel a single implosion-type fission weapon— 
if, that is, the low-enriched uranium were further enriched 
to about 90 percent uranium-235. However, enrichment 
beyond 5 percent uranium-235 would place Iran in 
violation of its safeguards obligations, and the enrichment 
process would likely be detected by the I[AEA’s 
inspectors before the highly enriched uranium could be 
assembled into a deliverable nuclear weapon. In July 
2015 Iran and a group of world powers known as the 
P5+1 (the United States, China, Russia, France, Germany, 
and the United Kingdom) reached a final agreement that 
placed limits on Iran’s nuclear program. It was agreed that 
Iran would greatly reduce its nuclear stockpile and give 
inspectors from the IAEA access to its nuclear facilities in 
exchange for the removal of sanctions, which were lifted 
in January 2016. 


lran nuclear negotiationsNegotiations of the Iran nuclear 
deal featuring U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry (seated, 
left); U.S. Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz (standing 
next to Kerry); Ali Akbar Salehi, president of the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran (second from right); and 
Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif (far right), March 18, 
2015, Lausanne, Switzerland.U.S. State Department 
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The skies in Maryland will be openly sprayed with toxic 
metals by NASA today, Saturday June 3rd. 


Barium, strontium, and cupric-oxide are being sprayed off 
the coast of Maryland out of a sounding rocket being 
launched from Virginia. NASA claims they are doing 


tests with the ionosphere, disregarding the concepts of 
ionospheric heating or geoengineering, as if we don’t 
know what they are doing. 


This pattern of metals precisely mirrors 

geoengineering , and conducted in areas 
that have seen heavy chemtrail spraying. This is the exact 
signature set of metals found in rain and soil samples 
where chemtrails have been sprayed, minus the central 
component aluminum oxide. 


Pump liquid CO, 
Geep sea 


Pump Squid CO, 
into rocks 


That makes this an unprecedented first step toward the 
government spraying the skies as a regular practice to 


“combat climate change,” as an army of corrupt 
academicians is pushing for. 


They have been spraying for a while, but people who 
point it out are denigrated as conspiracy theorists. Now, 
they just want to spray us even worse without hiding it. 


According to an article from Space.com titled “Bright 
Artificial Clouds from NASA Rocket Visible from US 
East Coast Early Saturday”: 


“NASA intends to launch a sounding rocket from its 
Wallops Island Flight Facility in Virginia, currently 
planned for very early Thursday morning (June 1). If all 
goes according to schedule, many residents in the middle 
Atlantic and Northeast United States will be able to spot 
multicolored patches of light in the dark, early-morning 


sky sky. 


These conspicuous glows will be human-made features: 
clouds of barium, strontium and cupric-oxide vapor 
released by a two-stage Terrier-Improved Malemute 
sounding rocket.” 


So they’re using NASA to push the geoengineering 
agenda: the beloved space agency 1s releasing colorful, 
pretty artificial clouds filled with toxic metals over the 
East Coast of the United States because the government 


loves us very much. 


We summarized where they are trying to go with this in 
a past Mind Unleashed article titled “It’s Official: Sky 
Will Be Sprayed in Geoengineering “Experiment, ” 
Blocking Sun for Climate Change ”’: 


“This comes after a United Nations “geoengineering 
governance initiative” was launched, and the Carnegie 
Council announced the launch of a “Carnegie Climate 
Geoengineering Governance Initiative.’ This comes after 
CIA director John Brennan proposed they spray the skies 
and do “solar radiation management” (SRM) to fight 
climate change in 2016. 


Some powerful forces are pushing very hard for the 
ability to spray the skies with aluminum, to modify the 
weather and set a precedent where they can spray 
anything on us. 


This precedent where we can’t identify what is sprayed on 
us could usher in a new era of chemical or biowarfare 
against citizens. 


As victims of the US’ long history with experimenting on 
citizens can attest to, this is a serious possibility. Just 


research the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiments, the spraying 
of San Fransisco in Operation Sea Spray, ect. 


The forces pushing for spraying are not a mystery, and 


they ve been at work on geoengineering for decades. 


They are found at military industrial complex 

affiliated institutions such as MIT (Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology), Harvard, MITRE Corporation, 
Raytheon, and others. If you want to know what “the 
system” is, it’s MIT. They are an academic limb of the 
military industrial complex. 


Half a century of progress toward modifying the weather 
for military purposes (and to create a global warming 
false alarm to justify it) coming out of MIT and similiar 
entities was well documented in Peter A. Kirby's 
book“Chemtrails Exposed: A New Manhattan 
Project.” Or, you could read his even more recent 
article on the topic. Or, you could listen to an interview 
with Peter Kirby about all of this. 


However, the truth is geoengineering is obviously already 
happening in the US and around the world: just look up 


= J 


at the sky. Those giant high altitude ‘“‘chemtrails”’ that 
turn into haze in the sky and persist all day are active 


geoengineering efforts before they disclose it and take it 
to an even further level. 


So what these people are really trying to do, is normalize 


geoengineering in the public’s perception. 


David Keith is a pawn putting on a show of 
“experiments” for geoengineering, experiments that seem 
fairly redundant if you know how far the technology of 
geoengineering has been developed. Then they can say 
“we tested it and it’s safe,” and they will spray us much 
worse than they already are.” 
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by Mac Slavo; SHTFplan.com 


The Russian military is building a massive cloud 
which will serve as backup internet in the event of a 
war. The cloud will be ready in two years and will 
allow Russia to survive in wartime, even they are 
totally disconnected. 


This new move is part of the country’s ongoing 
modernization drive, reported The Daily Mail. The 
intent is for Russia to survive during a major world 
war, one in which they’d be cut off from everyone 
else. The “war cloud” will connect to the Russian 
military’s vast internal network. 


President Vladimir Putin’s top IT adviser Herman 
Klimenko has previously stated that during wartime 
the country could run on the military’s pre-existing 
internal network — called the Closed Transfer 
Segment. “Technically, we are ready for any action 
now,’ he told Russian TV station NTV back in 
March. 


It was first revealed the country was creating an 
“independent internet” at the end of last year, which 
would operate separately from the Domain Name 
System (DNS) used worldwide. During a meeting of 


the Russian Security Council, officials discussed an 
initiative to create an alternative to the DNS, 
claiming the move could protect Russia and a 
handful of other nations in the event of a large-scale 
cyber attack. However, there is some speculation 
that this “war cloud” could be a way for Russia to 
launch its own malicious operations, Defense 

One reported at the time. 


According to a new report, the country could run 
commercial traffic using its own internal network 
aptly dubbed the “war cloud.” The war cloud, which 
is being built at a cost of 390 million rubles ($6 
million/ £4.5 million), will rely on data centers all 
over the country and the first one has purportedly 
already been completed in the military’s Southern 
District. The creation of this first center increased 
Russian power and influence in the area as well. 
According to a report by Defence One, this is an 
area that includes the illegally annexed Crimean 
peninsula as well as parts of eastern Ukraine. 


According to Sam Bendett, an associate research 
analyst at non-profit research organization CNA, 
Russia sees this as key to helping protect its data 


from Western interference. “Russia is investing in 
military high-tech development, and especially in 
domestically produced software and hardware,” he 
told Defence One. “The data centers working with 
this cloud are all made with ‘Russian components,” 
said Bendett, who is also a fellow in Russia studies 
at the American Foreign Policy Council. “Until 
recently, many IT components in the military and 
civilian sectors were Western — that is starting to 
change,” he said. 


“There is a deep irony in Russia citing the increased 
capabilities of Western nations going attacks in the 
informational space,” technologist Peter Singer told 
DefenseOne. “It is like the fake social media account 
of the pot calling the kettle fake.” 
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by Isaac Davis; Waking Times 


“How many of us are aware that a world war has 
already begun? True. At present it’s a war of 
propaganda, of lies and distraction and of 
censorship by omission. That can change 
overnight.’ ~John Pilger 


Australian journalist John Pilger is one of the few 
establishment journalists who uses the platform to 


uncover and promulgate truth, often railing against 
mainstream media and their role in brainwashing 
and propagandizing the world on behalf of the war- 
mongers among us. Earlier in 2016 he spoke at a 
conference in Sydney, shedding light on the critical 
subject of nuclear weapons and the build up to 
World War III, which he rightfully points out as 
already being underway, as both Russia and China 
are strategically encircled by the U.S. military. 


Few are willing to speak out against the insanity and 
inherent destructive nature of imperialism and the 
proliferation of state-owned weapons of mass 
destruction, and Pilger’s sentiments are both highly 
relevant and shockingly prescient as the Western 
media forces itself into a conflict with Russia, 
baiting the public with claims of Russian 
interference in the election. 


As hot conflict becomes increasingly inevitable, 
Pilger reminds us that the Nobel Peace Prize 
president, Barak Obama, has one of the bloodiest 
legacies of any American president, commenting 
that after wining the peace prize, The Obama 
administration, 


“... almost immediately launched a program to build 
more nuclear weapons, more nuclear warheads, 
more nuclear delivery systems, more nuclear 
factories. Nuclear warhead spending alone rose 
higher under Obama than under any other American 


president. The cost over thirty years is estimated at 
$1 trillion.” ~John Pilger 


The shocking truth is that in the last two years, the 
largest military build up since World War II has 
been taking place along Russia’s Western front, an 
effort led by the Unites States. 


This is extremely important to remember as the U.S. 
media wages a nasty campaign to vilify Russia as a 
covert influencer of the U.S. presidential election, 
even when no clear or hard evidence of proof of this 
claim has surfaced. The entire anti-Russia campaign 
seems like a deliberate effort to drive the world into 
war, and Pilger’s remarks add depth to this 
perspective. 


“Not since Hitler invaded the Soviet Union, have 
foreign troops presented such a demonstrable threat 
to Russia.” ~John Pilger 


Working to break the silence and the distraction 
about the nature of the brewing conflict between 
Russia, Nato and the United States, Pilger explains 
how China as well has been encircled by a nuclear 
armed U.S. military presence in the South China sea 


and in surrounding nations. He elucidates how the 
compounding threat of a conflict of China, couple 
with clear and present danger of escalation to all out 
war with Russia is a signal that World War III is 
already underway, and can quickly escalate should 
no resistance be put up against this endgame. 


What is the role of the media in our world today? Is 
their job to amplify and reinforce the agendas of the 
deep state and the military industrial complex, or 
should their role be to expose and shed light on 
matters of severe importance to public safety? 


If it is the latter, then hardly anything can be 
considered more important than putting a stop to the 
international human plague of elite engineered 
warfare in which ordinary people are sent to die in 
foreign battlefields while entire societies are laid 
waste and countless innocents displaced. 


It is the mark of a real journalist to speak those 
truths which have been pushed out into the fringe by 


the echo chambers of an insane mass media. 


This 21 minute speech by Pilger is one of the most 


important messages of our time. Few, if any, issues 
will affect us more as global powers position the 
people of this planet for the final conflict, World 
War III. 


About the Author: 


Isaac Davis 1s a staff writer 

for WakingTimes.com and OffgridOutpost.com Sur 
vival Tips blog. He is an outspoken advocate of 
liberty and of a voluntary society. He is an avid 
reader of history and passionate about becoming 
self-sufficient to break free of the control matrix. 
Follow him on Facebook, here. 
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by Michael Snyder 
The Economic Collapse 


Because the mainstream media is devoting almost all 
of their time and energy to covering the Trump and 
Clinton campaigns, most Americans don’t realize 
that the Obama administration is bringing us 
perilously close to war with Russia. On Friday, 
Barack Obama is going to sit down with his foreign 
policy team and discuss “military options” in Syria. 
As you will see below, the options under 
consideration include direct strikes “on Syrian 
military bases’. Russia has already pledged to 
respond militarily to any direct strikes on Syrian 
forces, and so the decisions that Barack Obama 


makes regarding Syria on Friday could literally be 
the spark that sets off World War 3. 


The daily drama surrounding Trump and Clinton is 
far less important than a potential war with Russia. 


This should be front page news all over the country, 
but unfortunately most of the big news organizations 
are giving it very little coverage. The following is an 
excerpt from an extremely important Reuters 

report that so far is not receiving nearly enough 
attention... 


U.S. President Barack Obama and his top foreign 
policy advisers are expected to meet on Friday to 
consider their military and other options in Syria as 


Syrian and Russian aircraft continue to pummel 
Aleppo and other targets, U.S. officials said. 


Some top officials argue the United States must act 
more forcefully in Syria or risk losing what influence 
it still has over moderate rebels and its Arab, 
Kurdish and Turkish allies in the fight against 
Islamic State, the officials told Reuters. 


One set of options includes direct U.S. military 
action such as air strikes on Syrian military bases, 
munitions depots or radar and anti-aircraft bases, 
said one official who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss internal deliberations. 


If Barack Obama decides to directly hit the Syrian 
military, that will be crossing a “red line” that Russia 
has already established. 


And unlike Obama, Russia actually takes their red 
lines deadly seriously. 


In my recent article entitled “Russia Is Preparing For 
A Nuclear War With The United States“, I included 


a quote from a major Russian news source that 
demonstrates what the Russians are thinking at this 


point. The Russians recently deployed additional S- 
300 and S-400 air defense systems to Syria, and they 
have warned that any strike against Syrian forces 
“would put Russian personnel in danger”... 


Russta’s Defense Ministry has cautioned the US- 
led coalition of carrying out airstrikes on Syrian 
army positions, adding in Syria there are numerous 
S-300 and S-400 air defense systems up and 
running. 


Russia currently has S-400 and S-300 air-defense 
systems deployed to protect its troops stationed at 
the Tartus naval supply base and the Khmeimim 
airbase. The radius of the weapons reach may be 
“a surprise” to all unidentified flying objects, 
Russian Defense Ministry spokesperson General 
Igor Konashenkovy said. 


According to the Russian Defense Ministry, any 
airstrike or missile hitting targets in territory 
controlled by the Syrian government would put 
Russian personnel in danger. 


If the Obama administration is insane enough to start 
ordering airstrikes against Syrian positions, let us 
hope and pray that the Russians are willing to back 
down and show restraint. 


Because if Russian S-300 and S-400 air defense 
systems start shooting down U.S. military aircraft, 
that could set off a chain of events that may be 
unstoppable. 


And right now the Russians are taking the threat of 
war with the U.S. very seriously. For example, the 
Kremlin has ordered all top officials to return to 


Russia as soon as possible... 


Russian citizens have reacted with fear over reports 
Moscow has ordered officials to fly home all 
relatives living abroad — with some residents 
claiming it is ‘another step towards war‘. 


The Kremlin is said to have told high ranking 
officials to bring their loved ones back to the 
‘Motherland’ immediately — with any who disobey 
being overlooked for promotion. 


It comes against a backdrop of rapidly deteriorating 
relations with the West over Russia’s role in the 
Syria conflict and just days after Putin moved 
nuclear-ready missiles closer to the border with 
Poland. 


In addition, the Russians recently concluded an 
unprecedented “civil defense drill” that involved 40 


million people. 


Here in the United States, we never have those kinds 
of drills and there isn’t even anywhere for the 
general population to go in the event of a nuclear 
war. 


If and when the missiles start falling, the only thing 
that will be left to do is to say our prayers and kiss 
our family members goodbye. 


Over in Russia, there is a tremendous amount of 
interest in the U.S. election right now, because it is 
widely believed that Donald Trump could 
dramatically improve relations between the United 
States and Russia. 


But if Hillary Clinton gets elected, many top Russian 


officials believe that will make the possibility of 
nuclear war much more likely. For instance, just 
consider what Vladimir Zhirinovsky told 
Reuters earlier this week... 


Vladimir Zhirinovsky, a flamboyant veteran 
lawmaker known for his fiery rhetoric, told Reuters 
in an interview that Trump was the only person able 
to de-escalate dangerous tensions between Moscow 
and Washington. 


By contrast, Trump’s Democratic rival Hillary 
Clinton could spark World War Three, said 
Zhirinovsky, who received a top state award from 
Putin after his pro-Kremlin Liberal Democratic 
Party of Russia (LDPR) came third in Russia's 
parliamentary election last month. 


And anyone that watched the second debate between 
Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump got to see the 
intense disdain that Clinton has for Russia. 


Hillary believes that the Russians are trying very 
hard to keep her out of office, and she tends to take 
any threats to her political career very, very 


personally. The thought of her having her finger on 
the nuclear trigger is beyond terrifying. 


And I am certainly not alone in this opinion. Even 
presidential candidate Jill Stein believes that nuclear 
war with Russia will be much more likely if Clinton 
is elected... 


“Tt is now Hillary Clinton that wants to start an air 
war with Russia over Syria by calling for a no-fly 
zone,’ Stein said. “We have 2000 nuclear missiles 
on hair-trigger alert. They are saying we are closer 
to a nuclear war than we have ever been. Under 
Hillary Clinton, we could slide into nuclear war very 
quickly from her declared policy in Syria. 


“T sure won't sleep well at night if Donald Trump is 
elected, but I sure won't sleep well at night if Hillary 
Clinton elected. We have another choice other than 
these two candidates who are both promoting lethal 
policies,” she continued. “On the issue of war and 
nuclear weapons, it is actually Hillary’s policies 
which are much scarier than Donald Trump who 
does not want to go to war with Russia. He wants to 
seek modes of working together, which is the route 


that we need to follow not to go into confrontation 
and nuclear war with Russia. ”’ 


And the ironic thing is that Hillary Clinton actually 
played a key role in starting the civil war in Syria 
when she was Secretary of State in 2011. At the time, 
the “Arab Spring” was sweeping across the Middle 
East, and the Obama administration, Saudi Arabia 
and Turkey decided that it would be a wonderful 
time to try to overthrow the Assad regime in Syria 
and make Syria a full-blown Sunni puppet state. So 
they helped organize protests, they armed and 

funded the rebels, and the rest is history. 


Now the civil war that Hillary Clinton played such a 
key role in starting has brought us to the brink of 
World War 3 with Russia. 


And most Americans don’t realize this, but Russia 
now has nuclear superiority over us. For anyone that 
doubts this, please go and read this article that | 


recently published. 


So we definitely don’t want to tangle with the 
Russians, because there 1s a very good chance that 
we would come out on the losing end. 


But whether we would win or we would lose, there 
is absolutely no reason to go to war with Russia in 
the first place. Barack Obama has got to be 
absolutely insane to even consider getting us into a 
direct military conflict with the Russians, and let us 
hope that he backs off while there is still time to do 
SO. 
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by Michael Snyder 
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In Russia there is talk that war with the United 

States is inevitable, and they are feverishly preparing 
to win such a war when it happens. Thanks to 
tensions over Ukraine, Syria and the price of oil, U.S. 
relations with Russia are the worst that they have 
been since at least the end of the Cold War. In fact, 
one false move could result in U.S. and Russian 
forces shooting at each other in Syria as you will see 
below. The Russians have worked incredibly hard to 
upgrade and modernize their military in recent years, 
but meanwhile the U.S. military is being 


transformed into a radically politically-correct social 


experiment by the Obama administration. Most 
Americans simply assume that we will never fight a 


war with Russia, and that if for some reason we did 


that we would win easily. Unfortunately, things have 
changed dramatically over the past decade, and the 
truth is that the Russians now have the upper hand. 


Most Americans are accustomed to thinking that we 
have such an overwhelming strategic nuclear arsenal 
that nobody would ever dare mess with us. At one 
time that was true, but now it isn’t. In fact, the size 
of the U.S. strategic nuclear arsenal has been 
reduced by more than 95 percent since the end of the 
Cold War, and now the Russians actually have more 
deployed nuclear warheads than we do. The 
following comes from the Daily Beast. 


_ 


While the U.S. military has been steadily cutting the 
number of nukes it loads on submarines and 
bombers and in missile silos, Russian forces have 
recently been adding more. 


Seemingly more worrying for the United States, 
Russia’s 1,796 deployed warheads exceed—by a 
whopping 246 weapons—the cap of 1,550 deployed 
nuclear weapons that Moscow and Washington 
agreed to as part of the 2011 New Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty. 


The United States, meanwhile, is already well below 
the New START cap. America’s missile submarines, 
nuclear-capable heavy bombers, and land-based 
intercontinental ballistic missiles are armed with 
just 1,367 warheads, the State Department says. 


But it isn’t just the number of warheads that we need 
to be concerned about. The Russians have developed 
a brand new intercontinental ballistic missile known 
as “the Sarmat” that is far more advanced than 
anything the U.S. currently has deployed... 


The Sarmat will weigh at least 100-tons and carry a 
10-ton payload. That means the missile could carry 
as many as 15 independently targeted thermo- 
nuclear warheads. It has a range of at least 6,000 
miles. Once it is operational, it will be the largest 
ICBM ever built. 


Like other modern Russian ICBMs such as the Yars, 
Topol-M and the Bulava, the Sarmat is 

being designed specifically to overcome ballistic 
missile defenses using a combination of decoys, a 
host of countermeasures and sheer speed. It might 
also be equipped with maneuvering warheads— 
which would make it much more difficult to intercept. 


We have no way to stop the Sarmat, so once it is 
launched we are defenseless against it. 


And each missile carries 15 independently targeted 
warheads, and so that means that for each missile 
that goes up, 15 warheads come down. Every one of 
those warheads can be directed to a different city, 
and so one Sarmat missile could essentially destroy 
an area approximately the size of Texas. 


Meanwhile, the U.S. military continues to use 


hopelessly outdated technology. 60 Minutes has 
shown that many of our nuclear silos are still using 
rotary phones and the kind of 8-inch floppy disks 
that you can hold in your hand and actually flop 
around. And the Obama administration plans to keep 
Minuteman intercontinental ballistic missiles that 
were originally deployed in the 1960s and 1970s in 
service until 2030. 


Of even greater concern than the Sarmat 
intercontinental ballistic missile are the “black hole 
submarines” that Russia has developed. These 
stealth submarines are so quiet and so invisible that 
they can come right up to our coastlines without us 
even knowing that they are there. 


So someday a fleet of Russian submarines may 
suddenly surface just off both coasts, launch a 
barrage of nuclear missiles at us, and we would only 
have moments to try to decide what to do before our 
cities, our nuclear forces and our leadership started 
getting hit by nukes. 


And guess what? The Russians have now developed 
even newer submarines that are even quieter and 


stealthier than the subs that the U.S. Navy referred to 
as “black holes”’... 


“The stealth capabilities of Russia’s new Lada-class 
diesel-electric submarines far exceed those of their 
predecessors, Admiraty Shipyard’s CEO Alexander 
Buzakov told the Russian press. 


“According to Buzakov, the new vessels are even 
Sstealthier than Russian Kilo-class submarines, 
thought to be one of the quietest diesel-electric 
submarine classes in the world and dubbed “black 
holes” for their ability to “disappear” from sonars. 


“The new submarines are able to maintain such a 
low profile thanks to a clever implementation of a 
next-generation anti-reflective acoustic coating and 
a new improved hydro-acoustic system, Buzakov 
said. 


In a surprise attack scenario, the U.S. may be able to 
get some missiles off at the Russians, but the 
Russians also have the most advanced anti-ballistic 
missile systems in the entire world. In fact, it is 
believed that the S-500 system will be able to 


intercept any of our missiles before they even get to 
Russia. The following info about the S-500 


comes from military-today.com... 


The S-500 is not an upgrade of the S-400, but a new 
design. It uses a lot of new technology and is 
superior to the S-400. It was designed to intercept 
ballistic missiles. It is planned to have a range of 
500-600 km and hit targets at altitudes as high as 
40 km. Some sources claim that this system is 
capable of tracking 5-20 ballistic targets and 
intercepting up to 5-10 ballistic targets 
simultaneously. It can defeat ballistic missiles 
traveling at 5-7 kilometers per second. It has been 
reported that this air defense system can also target 
low orbital satellites. It is planned that the S-500 
will shield Moscow and the regions around it. It will 
replace the current A-135 anti-ballistic missile 
system. The S-500 missiles will be used only against 
the most important targets, such as intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, AWACS and jamming aircraft. 


And you may have heard that the Russians have 
been deploying S-300 and S-400 missile systems to 
Syria. After hearing reports that the Obama 


administration may conduct direct strikes against 
Syrian military positions, the Russians responded by 
reminding the U.S. that the S-300 and S-400 systems 
will be used against any targets that attack areas 
controlled by the Syrian government. The following 
comes from RT... 


Russia’s Defense Ministry has cautioned the US-led 
coalition of carrying out airstrikes on Syrian army 
positions, adding in Syria there are numerous S-300 
and S-400 air defense systems up and running. 


Russia currently has S-400 and S-300 air-defense 
systems deployed to protect its troops stationed at 
the Tartus naval supply base and the Khmeimim 
airbase. The radius of the weapons reach may be 
“a surprise” to all unidentified flying objects, 
Russian Defense Ministry spokesperson General 
Igor Konashenkovy said. 


According to the Russian Defense Ministry, any 
airstrike or missile hitting targets in territory 
controlled by the Syrian government would put 
Russian personnel in danger. 


And the official Russian embassy account on 
Twitter has issued an ominous warning as well... 


All jokes aside, #Russia will take every defensive 
measure necessary to protect its personnel stationed 
in #Syria from terrorist threat. 


All jokes aside, #Russia will take every defensive 
measure necessary to protect its personnel stationed 
in #Syria from terrorist 


threat. pic.twitter.com/6vc4X91GyT 


— Russian Embassy, USA (@RusEmbUSA) October 
5, 2016 


So what would happen if U.S. military aircraft 
started getting shot down by the Russians in Syria? 


I don’t know the answer to that question, and let’s 
hope that we don’t find out. 


Another thing that has raised a lot of eyebrows 1s a 
massive “civil defense drill” in Russia that just 
concluded that involved 40 million people. Many 
believe that the primary purpose of this drill was to 
prepare the population for a nuclear war. The 


following comes from a major British news 
source... 


The huge four-day “civil defence” drill has set 
alarm bells ringing in Washington and London, with 
tensions already high over disagreements in Syria. 


Following a breakdown in communication between 
the USA and Russia, the Kremlin has now organised 
the huge emergency practice drill — either as a show 
of force or something more Sinister. 


The drill will prepare Russian citizens for “large 
natural and man-made disasters”, according to the 
country’s Ministery for Civil Defence, Emergencies 
and Elimination of Consequences of Natural 
Disaster. 


The ministry revealed 40 million civilians, 200,000 
emergency rescuers and 50,000 units of equipment 
are involved in the war game, which is running from 
October 4 to October 7. 


Most Americans don’t realize this, but there are 
hundreds and hundreds of nuclear bomb shelters in 


Moscow alone. If a nuclear war were to start, 
Russian citizens are going to have somewhere to go. 


Meanwhile, here in the United States no provision 
has been made for the general population. When the 
missiles start falling the only thing that will be left 
for us to do will be to kiss ourselves goodbye. 


It seems like our relationship with Russia gets worse 
with each passing week. This week, the Obama 
administration officially accused the Russians of 


hacking into the DNC and interfering in our 
elections... 


After months of speculation whether the US would 
officially accuse Russia of being responsible for 
various intrusions and hacks, primarily involving the 
Democratic party, moments ago we finally got the 
long-anticipated confirmation when the US named 
Russia as the actor behind the hacking attempts on 
political organizations and, more importantly, state 
election systems and accused Putin of carrying out 
a wide-ranging campaign to interfere with the 2016 
elections, including by hacking the computers of 
the Democratic National Committee and other 


political officials. 


In a statement, the US “intelligence community” 
said that it is “confident” that the Russian 
government “directed the recent compromises of 
emails from US persons and institutions, including 
from US political organisations”, the Department of 
Homeland Security and Director of National 
Intelligence on Election Security said in a joint 
Statement. 


The US added that “these thefts and disclosures are 
intended to interfere with the US election process ”’. 


Over in Russia, they are very upset with us as well. 


The Russians believe that the U.S. was responsible 
for the overthrow of the democratically-elected 
government in Ukraine, they believe that the U.S. 
helped start the civil war in Syria while Hillary 
Clinton was Secretary of State (and this is true), and 
they believe that the U.S. pushed the price of oil way 
down in order to hurt the Russian economy. 


And it isn’t just the Russian leadership that is very 
angry with the United States. According to Gallup, 


American leadership has a | percent approval rating 
in Russia at this point. 


If you listen to Russian media, there is constant talk 
of war. The Russians consider the U.S. to be the 
great force for evil in the world, and they consider 
themselves to be the great force for good in the 
world. And there seems to be this overwhelming 
belief that an ultimate confrontation between good 
and evil is inevitable. Just consider the following 
excerpt from an article authored by leading Russian 
thinker Alexander Dugin entitled “Third World War 
Has Never Been So Close”... 


The globalist US leadership obviously cannot rule 
the whole world and, what’s more, the threat posed 
by Trump puts their control over America itself into 
question. Now, while the puppet Barack Obama is 
still in office and the globalist candidate Hillary 
Clinton is falling apart in front of American voters’ 
very eyes, is the last chance to start a war. This 
would allow them to postpone elections or force 
Trump, if he were to win, to begin his presidency in 
catastrophic conditions. Thus, the US 
neoconservatives and globalists need war. And fast, 


before it’s too late. If Trump gets into the White 
House when there will be peace, then there will be 
no such war, at least for the foreseeable future. And 
this would spell the end of the omnipotence of the 
maniacal globalist elites. 


Thus, everything at this point is very, very serious. 
NATO’s ideologues and the US globalists falling 
into the abyss need war right now — before the 
American elections. War against us. Not so much for 
victory, but for the process itself. This is the only 
way for them to prolong their dominance and divert 
the attention of Americans and the whole world from 
their endless series of failures and crimes. The 
globalists’ game has been revealed. Soon enough, 
they ‘ll have to step down from power and appear 
before court. Only war can save their situation. 


But what about us? We don’t need war. Not now, 
now tomorrow, never. Never in history have we 
needed war. But we have constantly fought and, in 
fact, we have almost never lost. The cost entailed 
terrible losses and colossal efforts, but we won. And 
we will always win. If this were not so, then today 


we wouldn’t have such an enormous country free 
from foreign control. 


Sadly, most ordinary Americans aren’t paying 
attention to any of this. 


Most ordinary Americans still think that the 
Russians are “our friends” and that there is not even 
the slightest possibility that we could go to war with 
them. 


Let us certainly hope that war with Russia does not 
happen any time soon, because there is a very good 
chance that we would not wind up on the winning 
side. 


About the author: 
Michael Snyder is the founder and publisher of The Economic Collapse Blog and End Of The American 


Dream. Michael’s controversial new book about Bible prophecy entitled “The Rapture Verdict” is 


available in paperback and for the Kindle on Amazon.com. 
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The White House is willing to offer some military 
assistance to Turkey to assist an insurgency against 


neighboring Syria, which has received support from 
Russia and Iran, a senior U.S. diplomat said Tuesday. 


James Jeffrey, who serves as both the State Department's 
special representative for Syria and the presidential envoy 
to the fight against the Islamic State militant group (ISIS) 
told reporters in Turkey's southern border province of 
Hatay that the Turkish forces "mainly use our equipment, 
we want to make sure the equipment is ready when they 
need to use it," according to Turkey's state-run Anadolu 
Agency. 


"We're willing to provide—for example, the President 
[Donald Trump] mentioned this—ammunition," he said, 
Reuters reported. 


Both outlets also cited David Satterfield, Washington's 
ambassador to Ankara, as saying that the Trump 
administration was also studying a Turkish request to send 
Patriot surface-to-air missile systems. 


Later on Tuesday, a State Department spokesperson 

told Newsweek that, in Jeffrey's comments regarding 
military supplies, "there is nothing particularly new here as 
he was talking in the context of what we are already 
doing." 


"Turkey is a NATO Ally with a largely US equipped and 
supplied military," the spokesperson added. "In his 
comments he acknowledged that we are considering 
Turkish requests for assistance." 


The remarks came as Syria's nine-year civil war intensified 
drastically in recent weeks over Idlib, the final province the 
opposition holds, where rebel and jihadis faced not only 
Syrian government forces but allies including Russia and 
lran-backed militias who all regard the latest offensive on 
Idlib as an anti-terror operation. 


A Russian Air Force Sukhoi Su-34 flies over the city of 
Binnish in the eastern part of the Idlib province in 
northwestern Syria, March 3. Both Russian and Syrian 
warplanes are active in combat operations in Idlib but 
Turkey has so far only blamed Syria for attacks that killed 


Turkish troops. MUHAMMAD HAJ KADOUR//AFP/GETTY 
IMAGES 


Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Putin signed a ceasefire in 

September 2018 to avoid further clashes between their 
allies over Idlib, but the deal collapsed months later 
leading to a renewed government offensive and new gains. 
As fighting once again intensified late last year, Erdogan 
warned he would not accept additional refugees because 
Turkey already hosted about 3.5 million fleeing the conflict 
in Syria. 


Russia has joined the offensive and defended its ally by 
arguing that Turkey did not live up to its end of their 
arrangement by failing to ensure the disarmament and 
withdrawal of militant groups such as the jihadi Hayat 
Tahrir al-Sham coalition. The former Syrian branch of Al- 
Qaeda is the most dominant faction in Idlib. 

Ankara's forces assumed a more direct role in the conflict 
as Syrian troops and their allies swept past and 
surrounded Turkish military posts last month. Turkish and 
Syrian troops began targeting one another and a strike 
blamed on Damascus killed at least 33 Turkish troops led 
to a severe escalation in their feud and additional, more 
comprehensive retaliatory attacks from Ankara and its 
partners on the ground. 

Armed Russian Warships Head Toward Syria After Strikes 
Kill Turkey's Troops 


READ MORE 


Despite taking new personnel and material losses of its 
own, the Syrian army managed to retake the strategic 
town of Sarageb on Monday. Russia then deployed 
military police to enforce this gain, which is located on the 
axis of the M5 and M4 highways. 


Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov told a press 
conference alongside his Finnish counterpart Tuesday that 
the only solution to the Idlib crisis lay in the "full 
implementation of the agreements" between Putin and 
Erdogan, who were set to meet Thursday to discuss the 
recent escalations. Moscow's top diplomat warned against 
NATO intervention, citing the 2011 NATO-led bombing of 
Libya that helped insurgents overthrow longtime leader 
Muammar el-Qaddafi. 


Syrian President Bashar al-Assad's rule was also 
threatened by an uprising that year, especially as the U.S., 
Turkey and others began to back efforts to oust him. 
Washington would later shift its strategy to defeating ISIS 
by supporting the mostly Kurdish Syrian Democratic 
Forces, while Tehran and Moscow stepped up backing for 
the Syrian leader. 


lran has played a more muted role in the Idlib offensive, 
although aligned Lebanese Hezbollah fighters have fought 
alongside Syrian forces on the frontline. In a phone call 
with Erdogan, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said 
Saturday that an "escalation of tensions will not be 
beneficial to anyone in the region and we should resolve 
the issues through dialogue and not let the Astana 


Process be undermined," referring to the trilateral peace 
process led by Moscow, Tehran and Ankara. 


A still from a clip shared March 3 by the Turkish armed 
forces shows what's purported to be the aftermath of an 
airstrike on a Syrian military ammunition truck in Khan al- 
Sabil, Idlib province, Syria. The Turkish military and Syrian 
insurgent allies have continued to inflict losses on the 
Syrian military and its allies, but has yet to reverse a 
months-long pro-government offensive backed by Russia 
and Iran. OPERATION SPRING SHIELD/TURKISH 
ARMED FORCES 


The U.S. considers Russia and Iran's role in Syria to be 
destabilizing, however, as Washington continues to deny 
recognition to the government in Damascus. U.S. 


ambassador to the United Nations Kelly Craft announced 
on Tuesday that the Trump administration would provide 
"$108 million in additional humanitarian assistance for the 
people of Syria in response to the ongoing crisis caused 
by Assad regime, Russian, and Iranian forces," according 
to State Department spokesperson Morgan Ortagus. 


What's At Stake for U.S., Turkey, Russia, Iran in As 
Tensions Rise in Syria 


READ MORE 


"We join the UN in calling for an immediate ceasefire and 
halt to the brutal violence in northwest Syria by Assad 
regime, Russian, and Iranian forces, including attacks 
affecting schools, health care facilities, and settlements for 
the displaced," the statement said. 


Other NATO members have also signaled support for 
Turkey but have fallen short of pledging military assistance. 
NATO, an alliance formed in the 1950s largely as a 
collective defensive pact against the Soviet Union and its 
partners, contains an article requiring members to 
intervene in the event of an attack on any single member 
but this is largely restricted to attacks that occur within the 
territory of a NATO state. 


Trump has sought to scale down the U.S.’ involvement in 
Syria, repositioning troops in October to focus on securing 
oil and gas fields in the country's northeast. The 
Pentagon-backed Syrian Democratic Forces involved in 
this mission have also fought against Turkey, which 
considers Kurdish militias to be terrorist organizations, but 


the group has yet to accept Assad's offers to join the 
regular army and form a united front. 


TURKEY TROOPS ‘MERGE WITH 
TERRORIST BASES' IN SYRIA, 
RUSSIA ALLEGES AHEAD OF 
MEETING BETWEEN LEADERS 
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The Russian military is accusing its Turkish counterpart of 
embedding its armed forces among militant positions in an 
insurgent-held corner of Syria as violence escalates one 
day before a critical summit between Moscow and 
Ankara's heads of state. The two sides are also accusing 
enemy forces of plotting chemical attacks. 


The Russian Defense Ministry alleged that "#Turkey has 
allowed its observations posts, established under 2018 
#Sochi deal, to virtually merge with #terrorist bases in 
#I|dlib," according to a tweet posted Wednesday by 
Moscow's embassy in Damascus. "In violation of 
international law it has deployed a strike force the size of a 
mechanized division there." 


Russia and Turkey support opposite sides of Syria's nine- 
year civil war, with the former joining Iran in backing 
President Bashar al-Assad and the latter being the last 
major world power to support the insurgency fighting to 
oust him. Rebels and jihadis have faced successive 
defeats at government hands, leaving them only in control 
of parts of northwestern Idlib province, where an intense 
offensive has led to direct deadly conflict between the 
Syrian and Turkish militaries. 


In an attempt to ease tensions and implement a 
previously-established ceasefire, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan are set to meet Thursday in Moscow. In spite of 
these talks, tensions are rising and clashes continue on 
the ground. 


Members of Syria's Turkey-backed insurgent National 
Liberation Front fire a 130 mm cannon during fighting with 
Syrian government forces on March 4 in Syria's 
northwestern Idlib province. A ceasefire brokered by 
Russia and Turkey in September 2018 has routinely 
broken down, with conflict substantially intensifying since 
last December.AAREF WATAD/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Russia has accused Turkey of violating the 2018 ceasefire 
agreement by failing to disarm militant groups such 
as , the former Syrian branch of Al- 


Qaeda that dominates Idlib. The jihadi coalition is 
reportedly involved in fighting alongside Turkey-backed 
Syrian rebels against the government and its allies, which 
include lran-supported militias like the Lebanese 
Hezbollah. 


Ankara has defended its deployment of additional troops 
and military equipment to Idlib by arguing that the Syrian 
military has violated the ceasefire and killed Turkish troops 
in the process. Turkish Defense Minister Hulusi Akar has 
dismissed accusations that his forces had violated the 
Sochi agreement. 


"We have fulfilled all our responsibilities arising from 
mutual agreements in Idlib as a guarantor country, and we 
continue to do so. The activities carried out in Idlib are 
done so in accordance with our rights and responsibilities 
as a guarantor to the Astana and Sochi agreements," Akar 
said in a statement published Wednesday by the Turkish 
Defense Ministry. "For this purpose, our efforts will 
continue in all areas." 


"The most violent and unwavering response has been 
given to the attacks against our troops, our observation 
points and our positions within the scope of legitimate 
defense. Our target in the scope of legitimate defense is 
the regime soldiers and their elements that attack our 
troops," Akar added, calling on Russia, to fulfill its own 
commitments by exerting "its influence on the regime to 
stop its attacks and adhere to the boundaries of the Sochi 
agreement." 


Armed Russian Warships Head Toward Syria After Strikes 
Kill Turkey's Troops 


READ MORE 


The Russian and Turkish militaries also accused their 
respective foes Wednesday of plotting chemical attacks. 


The Russian Defense Ministry's Center for Reconciliation 
of the Opposing Sides claimed that "a group of up to 15 
terrorists carried out an attempt to set off high-explosive 
ammunition with containers filled with toxic chemical 
substances" but a leak broke out and the would-be 
perpetrators "were severely poisoned by chemicals and 
failed to explode munitions and carry out their 
provocation," according to the state-run Tass Russian 
News Agency. Turkey's Operation Spring Shield 
separately alleged that "the soldiers of the Assad regime 
are preparing to use chemical weapons in Idlib," citing 
intelligence sources. 


At least hundreds of thousands of civilians have fled the 
fighting that has ravaged Idlib, putting further pressure on 
Turkey, which already hosts more than 3.5 million Syrian 
refugees. Ankara has appealed for Western support and, 
receiving an unsatisfactory response, allowed crowds of 
refugees to freely travel to neighboring Greece, where 
they have been disallowed entry. 


A picture taken from Binnish shows smoke billowing above 
buildings during pro-government airstrikes on rebel-held 
areas surrounding the strategic government-controlled 
town of Saragib, in the northwestern Idlib province on 
March 4. Saraqib lies on the axis of the M4 and M5 
highways and has been heavily contested by the warring 
sides. MUHAMMAD HAJ KADOUR/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


As the situation on the ground worsened, Erdogan has 
also sought greater military support from other members 


of the NATO Western military alliance, especially the 
United States. Washington initially joined Ankara in 
supporting the insurgency against Assad but later shifted 
its mission to defeating the Islamic State militant group 
(ISIS) by supporting the mostly Kurdish Syrian Democratic 
Forces, largely disavowed by Turkey as filled with 
outlawed separatists. 


Trump: U.S. Should Pass ISIS War to Russia, Iran, Iraq, 
Syria, Focus on Oil 


READ MORE 


Still, the U.S. has remained deeply critical of the Syrian 
government and sent special representative James Jeffrey 
to Turkey on Tuesday to assure Erdogan that Washington 
would continue supporting its NATO ally. Jeffrey said the 
Pentagon would supply the Turkish armed forces, 
specifically mentioning "ammunition," but a State 
Department spokesperson later downplayed the 
comments as "nothing particularly new." 

"He was talking in the context of what we are already 
doing," the spokesperson told Newsweek on Tuesday. 
"Turkey is a NATO Ally with a largely US equipped and 
supplied military. In his comments, he acknowledged that 
we are considering Turkish requests for assistance." 
Though the White House is reportedly considering a 
Turkish request to send Patriot surface-to-air missile 
systems, President Donald Trump has indicated a 
willingness to scale down U.S. involvement in Syria's long- 
running war. With ISIS largely defeated and two U.S. 
partners, Turkey and Syrian Kurds clashing along the 


northern border, Trump in October again shifted the U.S. 


mission in Syria to maintaining control of oil fields in the 
country's east. 


TURKEY DEPLOYING FORCES TO 
GREECE BORDER TO PREVENT 
REFUGEES FROM TURNING 
BACK 
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Turkey has vowed to deploy 1,000 special forces 
members at its border with Greece, as tensions between 
the two countries continue to rise following the Turkish 
government's decision to open its border to Europe for 
migrants, asylum seekers and refugees. 


The decision to send special forces to the border comes 
amid pushback from Greek authorities, who have been 
accused of using violence to prevent migrants and asylum 
seekers from entering the country. 


The special forces, Turkey suggested, would be tasked 
with ensuring that migrants and asylum seekers are not 
turned back. 


In the days since Turkey opened the gateway to Europe, 
thousands of people have sought to enter into Greece at 
both land and sea crossings, with violent clashes 
reportedly unfolding between migrants and Greek law 
enforcement. 


Greek personnel have been accused of deploying tear gas, 
stun grenades and water cannons to prevent migrants and 
asylum seekers from entering the country. 


"They wounded 164 people. They tried to push 4,900 back 
to Turkey," the nation's interior minister, Suleyman Soylu, 
told reporters on Thursday, according to British 
newspaper The Guardian. "We are deploying 1,000 
special force police... to prevent the pushbacks." 


The forces, Soylu said, would be sent to the Merig river, or 
Evros in Greek, at the border. 


Earlier this week, the Turkish government had also 
accused Greek enforcement of using lethal force against 
migrants and asylum seekers, with officials claiming that 
clashes at the border had left multiple people trying to 
cross into Greece dead. 


The Greek government has denied the accusations, 
however, branding the claims "fake news." 


While Turkey has defended its decision to open its border 
after repeatedly asking the international community for 

support in responding to an influx of refugees and asylum 
seekers, many from Syria and Afghanistan, the European 


Union has accused the country of using refugees to send 
a political message. 


Migrants climb a hill as they gather near the Tunca River 
in the city of Edirne, northwestern Turkey on March 5, 
2020 waiting to resume their efforts to enter Europe near 
Pazarkule border gate. OZAN KOSE / AFP/GETTY 


In a statement, the EU Council said it "expresses its 
solidarity with Greece" and "strongly rejects Turkey's use 
of migratory pressure for political purposes." 


"This situation at EU's external borders is not acceptable," 
the council said. 


The council demanded that Turkey return to following the 
2016 EU-Turkey agreement, which required the Turkish 
government to assist in deterring illegal immigration at 
European entry points. 


Greece has also accused Turkey of seeking to manipulate 
migrants, asylum seekers and refugees as "pawns" in an 
attempt to pressure the international community into action. 


Turkey has denied those claims, however, asserting that 
its decision to pull down barriers at the border is in line 
with international law. 


Newsweek has contacted the Greek and Turkish 
governments for comment. 


U.S. ATTACKS "RECKLESS' 
DECISION TO ALLOW TROOPS 
TO BE INVESTIGATED FOR 
AFGHANISTAN WAR CRIMES 


BY TOM O'CONNOR ON 3/5/20 AT 12:50 PM EST 
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U.S. Military Identifies Two Special Operation Soldiers Killed In Afghanistan Combat 


The United States has attacked a decision by an 
international judiciary to allow U.S. troops and other 
parties to the 18-year conflict in Afghanistan to be 
investigated for war crimes. 


Secretary of State Mike Pompeo lashed out Thursday 
against what he called a "truly breathtaking action by an 
unaccountable political institution, masquerading as a 
legal body"—after the Hague, Netherlands-based 
International Criminal Court (ICC) authorized on Thursday 
an investigation into alleged war crimes committed by the 
armed forces of the U.S. and Afghanistan along with their 
mutual foe, the Taliban movement. 


Trump, Taliban Have First Talk, Both Want U.S. Out of 
Afghanistan: Report 


READ MORE 


The decision, made by the ICC Appeals Chamber, 
overturned previous rulings blocking the case 


and welcomed by Washington. 


Pompeo argued the reversal could harm an 
unprecedented peace agreement reached February 29 
between the U.S. and the Taliban. 


"It is all the more reckless for this ruling to come just days 
after the United States signed a historic peace deal on 
Afghanistan—the best chance for peace in a generation," 
Pompeo said Thursday, noting that Kabul—which, unlike 
Washington, was a member of the ICC's founding Rome 
Statute—also wanted the case thrown out. 


"The United States is not a party to the ICC, and we will 
take all necessary measures to protect our citizens from 
this renegade, so-called court," Pompeo argued. "This is 
yet another reminder of what happens when multilateral 
bodies lack oversight and responsible leadership, and 
become instead a vehicle for political vendettas. The ICC 
has today stumbled into a sorry affirmation of every 
denunciation made by its harshest critics over the past 
three decades." 


U.S. special operations service members conduct combat 
operations in support of Operation Resolute Support in 
southeast Afghanistan, May 2019. More than 2,400 U.S. 
troops have been killed along with tens of thousands of 
Afghan soldiers, insurgents and civilians since the U.S.-led 
intervention in 2001.SERGEANT JAERETT 
ENGESETH/75TH RANGER REGIMENT/U.S. ARMY 


Efforts to launch the probe began in 2017 with ICC 
Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda, who sought "to initiate an 
investigation into alleged war crimes and crimes against 
humanity" committed by all sides of the conflict since May 


2003—a year after the Rome Statute went into effect and 
when it came into force for Kabul. Only days after the 
statute initially came into effect in 2002, however, the U.S. 
withdrew its signature. 


lran Wants U.S. Out of Afghanistan As Soon as Possible 
Amid Peace Deal 


READ MORE 


The U.S. first intervened directly in Afghanistan a year 
earlier in the wake of the 9/11 attacks orchestrated by Al- 
Qaeda, a Taliban ally formed amid the ClA-backed 
mujahideen war against Soviet intervention in the 1980s. 
The Taliban-led government quickly fell to U.S.-led forces 
in late 2001 but regrouped as a powerful insurgency that 
the U.S. and its allies, both local and international, have 
struggled to contain ever since. 


President Donald Trump's administration embarked last 
year on a series of direct talks with the Taliban in the 
Qatari capital of Doha. The process repeatedly stalled 
amid continued violence and Taliban refusals to engage 
with the Kabul government but the two sides reached a 
breakthrough last month by establishing a week-long 
ceasefire and signing a peace deal. 


The agreement provides that Afghanistan will not host 
militant organizations like Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State 
militant group (ISIS) that seek to attack the U.S. and that 
the Taliban and Afghan government will hold a direct 
dialogue of their own. In exchange, the U.S. and other 
foreign forces will withdraw from the country. 


Despite the agreement and direct talks between President 
Donald Trump and the Taliban, clashes continued in parts 
of Afghanistan. U.S. Forces Afghanistan spokesperson 
Colonel Sonny Leggett confirmed Wednesday on Twitter 
that the U.S. "conducted an airstrike on March 4 against 
Taliban fighters in Nahr-e Saraj, Helmand, who were 
actively attacking an #ANDSF checkpoint," referring to the 
Afghan National Defense and Security Forces. 


He said that the Taliban conducted 43 attacks on such 
positions on Tuesday alone despite the militant group 
calling on its members to adhere to the new truce. "To be 
clear- we are committed to peace, however we have the 
responsibility to defend our #ANDSF partners. #Afghans & 
US have complied w/ our agreements; however, Talibs 
appear intent on squandering this opp. and ignoring the 
will of the people for #peace. #Showyourcommitment," 
Leggett added. 


Pompeo shared similar words during Thursday's press 
conference, calling the uptick in violence "unacceptable" 
yet anticipated. He reiterated: "We, the United States, has 
opened a door for you, the Afghan people, to come to the 
table to determine the future of your country. We'll stand 
with you; we're ready to support you. Do not squander this 
opportunity." 


U.S., COALITION PERSONNEL 
KILLED BY ROCKET ATTACKS, 
AIRSTRIKES TARGET IRAQ, 
SYRIA BORDER 
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U.S. and allied personnel were killed and other injured in a 
rocket strike against a military base north of Baghdad, an 
attack soon followed by airstrikes against suspected militia 
positions along the border of Iraq and Syria. 


"Three Coalition personnel were killed during a rocket 
attack on Camp Taji, Irag, March 11. The names of the 
personnel are withheld pending next of kin notification, in 
accordance with national policies," the U.S.-led coalition 
against the Islamic State militant group (ISIS) said in a 
statement. "Approximately 12 additional personnel were 
wounded during the attack. The attack is under 
investigation by the Coalition and Iraqi Security Forces. 
Camp Taji is an lraqi base that hosts Coalition personnel 
for training and advising missions." 


“Approximately 18 107mm Katyusha rockets struck the 
base. The Iraqi Security Forces found a rocket-rigged 
truck, a few miles from Camp Taji," the statement added. 


Pentagon spokesperson Navy Captain Bill Urban first 

told The Washington Post that two U.S. personnel and 
another coalition member were among the dead. Various 
outlets, including The Post, cited unnamed officials 
identifying the third killed servicemember as being from 
the United Kingdom. 

Israel Reveals Plan to Attack Iran's Allies, Iran is Ready to 
Fight Back 


READ MORE 


U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson described the attack as 
"deplorable" and "abhorrent" in a statement. 


"Our servicemen and women work tirelessly every day to 
uphold security and stability in the region—their presence 
makes us all safer," he added, stating that he spoke with 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and was investigating the 
attack. 


Pompeo later said he spoke to U.K. Foreign Minister 
Dominic Raab and warned the deadly attack "would not be 
tolerated." He stated, "those responsible will be held 
accountable." 


The Iraqi military's Security Media Cell first reported 
Wednesday on "the landing of ten Katyusha rockets inside 
the Taji camp, without losses." The post was shared 
alongside pictures of what was said to be a "Kia Bongo 


bearing a missile platform found with three missiles 
remaining south of the Rashidiya area." 


Coalition spokesperson U.S. Army Colonel Myles B. 
Caggins Ill then confirmed that "more than 15 small 
rockets impacted Iraq's Camp Taji base hosting Coalition 
troops, March 11 at 7:35 p.m. (Iraq Time)." He added: 
"Assessment and investigation ongoing." 


Shortly after the rocket strikes, the official Syrian Arab 
News Agency and Al-Ikhbariya outlet reported that 
unidentified aircraft were conducting airstrikes on the 
southeastern area of Al-Bukamal, in the eastern Deir 
Ezzor province that borders Iraq, causing material damage. 
The region is largely under the control of the Syrian 
government and allied, Iran-backed militias that have 
fought ISIS on both sides of the border. 


“There has been no targeting of Popular Mobilization 
contingents," a spokesperson for the Popular Mobilization 
Forces, a collective of Iraqi state-sponsored militias, 

told Newsweek. "The strike targeted military headquarters 
in the Al-Hari area, which is located 10 miles from the 
border of Iraq, within Syria." 


"We emphasize this important point: There is no Popular 
Mobilization Forces outside of the Iraqi border," the 
spokesperson added. 


A picture shared March 11 by the Iraqi military's Security 
Cell shows what was said to be a Kia Bongo truck bearing 
a Katyusha rocket launcher with three projectiles still in 
their tube. The U.S.-led coalition against ISIS said U.S. 
and allied troops came under rocket attack at the Taji 
Base north of Baghdad.IRAQI SECURITY MEDIA CELL 


The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a U.K.-based 
monitor with ties to Syria's exiled opposition, reported that 
three warplanes targeted the Popular Mobilization Forces' 
Imam Ali Brigades in the Al-Hassyan area of Al-Bukamal, 
killing 18 members of the Iraqi militia collective. 


Two U.S. Marines were killed Saturday while supporting 
lraqi forces battle ISIS in the north central Makhmour 


Mountains, according to the U.S.-led coalition and 
Pentagon. Both the U.S. and Iran have supported Iraq 
battle the jihadis over recent years but have largely turned 
their attention toward one another as tensions worsened. 


The U.S. previously targeted positions of an Iran-linked 
Popular Mobilization Forces group called Kataib Hezbollah 
along the lraq-Syria border late last year in response to 
the death of a Pentagon contractor in a similar attack 
using Katyusha rockets. The strikes killed over two dozen 
people and led outraged militia supporters to storm the 
gates of Washington's embassy in Baghdad for two days 
on December 31 and January 1. 


U.S. 'Will Try to Be Useful’ in Helping Iran, North Korea 
Fight Coronavirus 


READ MORE 


Just two days later, the U.S. assassinated Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard commander Major General Qassem 
Soleimani in a dramatic escalation of simmering tensions 
between the two countries. Iran retaliated with a barrage 
of missiles against an Iraqi base housing U.S. personnel, 
injuring more than 100 of them. 


On Tuesday, Marine General Kenneth McKenzie, head of 
U.S. Central Command, told the House Armed Services 
Committee that the Pentagon was "in the process of 
bringing air defense systems, ballistic missile defense 
systems, into Iraq in particular, to protect 


ourselves against another potential Iranian attack." Tehran, 
for its part, sent Supreme National Security Council 


Secretary Rear Admiral Ali Shamkhani to Baghdad over 
the weekend to shore up ties and call for an end to U.S. 
military presence, which lraqi lawmakers have called into 
question amid heightened tensions. 


lraq's Joint Operations Command said Wednesday 
denounced the recent rocket strike at Taji, however, as "a 
very serious security challenge and hostile act." 


"The Prime Minister directed the Commander-in-Chief, the 
Armed Forces, to open an immediate investigation to find 
out who carried out this dangerous and hostile act, and to 
prosecute, arrest, and present it to the judiciary, whatever 
the party," the command said in a statement. "We call on 
the citizens to provide any information about the 
perpetrators of this act. The Joint Operations Command 
also confirms that it has taken firm measures and will 
vigorously address any targeting of military camps and 
bases." 


lran Pushes to Expel U.S. Forces from Region Despite 
Soleimani's Death 


READ MORE 


The command emphasized that "the coalition forces are 
present with the approval of the Iraqi government and its 
mission is to train the Iraqi forces and fight ISIS, and not 
any other party." The command noted that the coalition 
had been "officially informed" and were in "serious 
discussions" regarding the Iraqi government and 
parliament's decision to call on foreign forces to leave after 
the U.S. strike that killed Soleimani, along with Popular 


Mobilization Forces deputy chief Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, 
but "such actions impede these efforts and complicate the 
situation in Iraq." 


lraqi caretaker Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi has 
repeatedly warned he would not allow his country to 
become a battleground between the U.S. and Iran. 


Shortly after Wednesday's violence unfolded, the House of 
Representatives passed a War Powers Resolution 
targeting President Donald Trump's ability to wage war 
against Iran. The measure was adopted first by the Senate 
last month in the wake of Soleimani's slaying and 
Wednesday marks only the third time in history the 1973 
act has been invoked, with both previous times targeting 
Trump's assistance to the Saudi-led war against Yemen's 
Ansar Allah, or Houthi movement, which is accused of 
receiving Iranian backing. 


Trump has said he would veto the measure. The president 
was set to address the nation from the Oval Office at 9 
p.m. ET, though this was believed to be in relation to the 
COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic that has gripped the 
international community, including the U.S., Iran, Iraq and 
more than 100 other countries around the world. 


This is a developing story, more information will be added 
as it becomes available. 


IRAN ALLY BLAMED FOR 
DEADLY ROCKET STRIKE NEAR 
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An Iraqi Shiite militia supported by Iran has called for more 
attacks against members of a U.S.-led coalition after a 
rocket strike killed three of its personnel, sparking the 
latest round of tensions between allies of Washington and 
Tehran. 


Kataib Hezbollah, a member of the Popular Mobilization 
Forces collective of lraqi state-sponsored militias, issued a 
statement Thursday warning that "the occupation forces 
must bear the consequences of their illegal presence on 
the land of dear Iraq" after the Katyusha rocket attack on 
Wednesday. The strike killed two U.S. service members 
and a British soldier, while also wounding others, at the 
Taji military camp north of Baghdad. The group blamed 
the enemy's "disregard for the will and the dignity of the 
lraqi people." 


"We renew our request to the brothers who believe in the 
need to act against the occupying forces at this stage," the 
group said in a statement. It also vowed to defend those 
who took action and warned those who target them that 
such actions would only escalate the resistance. 


"We ask God to bless those who carried out the accurate 
jihadi operation that targeted the U.S. occupation forces at 
the Taji base in Baghdad," the statement continued. "For 
their timing was very appropriate, not without success, and 
we believe that it is the most appropriate time to resume 
national and popular jihadi operations to expel the evil 
aggressors from the land of the holy shrines." 


The group stopped short of claiming responsibility for the 
attack but was named Thursday as the most likely suspect 
by the head of the United States' Central Command 
(CENTCOM). 


Protesters chant slogans on January 17 as they walk past 
a billboard supportive of Kataib Hezbollah, or "Party of 
God Brigades,” during an anti-government demonstration 
in Basra, Iraq. Dueling protests calling for the expulsion of 
U.S. forces or a change in government have rocked Iraq 
for months. HUSSEIN FALEH/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Testifying before the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
CENTCOM's commander, General Kenneth McKenzie, 
said it was "hostile forces, most likely Shia militia groups" 


who fired what the U.S.-led coalition earlier described as 
at least "18 107mm Katyusha rockets" at the Taji base. 


"While we are still investigating the attack, | will note that 
the Iranian proxy group Kataib Hezbollah is the only group 
known to have previously conducted an indirect fire attack 
of this scale against U.S. and coalition forces in Iraq," 
McKenzie told lawmakers. 


U.S. to Beef Up Iraq Defenses After Attack from Iran, 
Which Has New Missile 


READ MORE 


The State Department designated Kataib Hezbollah a 
terrorist organization in July 2009 as U.S. military troops 
battled in Iraq a Shiite insurgency supported by Iran, as 
well as a rival Sunni insurgency led first by Al-Qaeda and, 
later, the Islamic State militant group (ISIS). Both the U.S. 
and Iran would later support Iraq's fight against ISIS, with 
Popular Mobilization Forces groups like Kataib Hezbollah 
fighting alongside Iraqi troops. But tensions have since 
risen considerably with ISIS' defeat and President Donald 
Trump's exit from the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran and 
other countries. 


Unclaimed rocket attacks have struck Iraqi military sites 
associated with the U.S. and coalition's presence for 
nearly a year. The situation escalated significantly with the 
death of a Pentagon contractor this past December. That 
event was followed by retaliatory U.S. airstrikes that killed 
more than two dozen at Kataib Hezbollah positions on 
both sides of the lraqi-Syrian border and violent pro-militia 


demonstrations at Washington's embassy in Baghdad as 
the year turned. 


Days later, a U.S. drone strike at Baghdad International 
Airport killed Major General Qassem Soleimani, 
commander of Iran's elite Quds Force, and Popular 
Mobilization Forces deputy leader Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis. 
lran retaliated with a barrage of missile strikes against an 
lraqi base housing U.S. personnel, the Popular 
Mobilization Forces vowed revenge, and Iraqi lawmakers 
voted to expel all foreign troops. 


On Sunday, the Iranian Supreme National Security 
Council's secretary, Rear Admiral Ali Shamkhani, met with 
lraq's leading officials in an effort to shore up ties and urge 
a speedy withdrawal of U.S. troops from the region. 


A picture shared March 11 by the Iraqi military's Security 
Cell shows what was said to be a truck bearing a 
Katyusha rocket launcher with three projectiles still in their 
tube. The Pentagon said two U.S. service members and a 
British soldier were killed in a rocket attack likely 
conducted by the Kataib Hezbollah militia against a 
military camp in Iraq that day.|RAQI SECURITY MEDIA 
CELL 


lraq's Joint Operations Command affirmed after 
Wednesday's attack—which happened to take place on 
Soleimani's birthday—that the U.S.-led coalition had been 
informed of this withdrawal and that "serious discussions 
are taking place." The command warned, however, that 
actions like the rocket strike on the Taji base "impede 


these efforts and complicate the situation in Iraq." It also 
described the attack as "a very serious security challenge 
and hostile act" and called for a full investigation. 


lraqi President Barham Salih called for those responsible 
to be found and held accountable. In a statement, his 
office said it "condemns the terrorist attack on the Taji 
military base" and calls "on all sides to exercise restraint 
and calm, and to enable the Iraqi government to carry out 
its security and sovereign duties." 


U.S. 'Will Try to Be Useful’ in Helping Iran, North Korea 
Fight Coronavirus 


READ MORE 


In its statement Thursday, Kataib Hezbollah called those 
denouncing the rocket strike and defending the U.S.-led 
coalition "miserable," cursing their stance in the wake of 
past U.S. actions. 


Shortly after Wednesday's strike, the state-run Syrian Arab 
News Agency and Al-Ikhbariya networks reported that 
unknown aircraft had conducted airstrikes that caused 
material damage near the city of Al-Bukamal in Syria's 
eastern Deir Ezzor province, which borders Iraq. The 
Popular Mobilization Forces confirmed these strikes 

to Newsweek but claimed none of its forces were hit or 
were active in the area. 


The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a U.K.-based 
monitor with ties to Syria's exiled opposition, initially 
reported on Wednesday the deaths of 18 members of the 


Popular Mobilization Forces in unclaimed strikes 
conducted by three aircraft in Deir Ezzor. It raised this toll 
to 26 the following day, with 15 injured. The monitor also 
reported Thursday that the Iraqi militia had sent 
ambulances across the border to transport the dead and 
wounded. 


Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said Wednesday that he 
and his British counterpart, Dominic Raab, "underscored 
that those responsible for the attacks must be held 
accountable." The following day, Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper reiterated earlier warnings that "the United States 
will not tolerate Iran-backed attacks against our people, 
our interests, and our Allies." 


"All options are on the table as we work with our partners 
to bring the perpetrators to justice, and maintain 
deterrence," he added. 


This is a developing news story and will be updated as 
more information becomes available. 


IRAQ SAYS U.S. STRIKES KILLED 
SOLDIERS, POLICE AND ONE 
CIVILIAN, WOUNDED IRAN 
ALLIES 
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The Iraqi military has lashed out against U.S. airstrikes 
that it said killed only soldiers, police and a civilian, while 
only wounding members of the attack's stated target—a 
militia Supported by Iran. 


lraq's Joint Operations Command issued its "strong 
condemnation" Friday against what it called U.S. airstrikes 
that "targeted the Iraqi military establishment and violate 
the principle of partnership and alliance between the Iraqi 
security forces and the parties that planned and carried 
out this treacherous attack." 


In its statement, the command warned of "consequences 
that will resonate with everyone" and released the toll of 
the attacks. The airstrikes reportedly hit the Babil province 
areas of Jurf Al-Nasr, Al-Saeedat, Behbehani, the old Al- 
Ashter military-industrial facility, as well as the northeast 
Karbala Airport, which is under construction. Among the 
lraqi army's ranks, the 19th Commandos Division's losses 
were three deaths and four wounded, two of them in 
critical condition, according to the command. 


Babil province's 3rd Emergency Police Regiment suffered 
two deaths and two wounded, but the Iraqi military noted 
that "the bodies of martyrs are still under the rubble." At 
Karbala Airport, a civilian worker was said to have been 
killed, along with another injured in the holy province that 
the Popular Mobilization Forces told Newsweek on 
Thursday aircraft were banned from operating over. 


The 46th Brigade of the Popular Mobilization Forces, a 
collective of Iraqi state-sponsored mostly Shiite Muslim 
militias, was said to only have suffered injuries despite 
being the intended target of the operation. The brigade is 
manned by Kataib Hezbollah, an Iran-linked group the 
Pentagon blamed for a Katyusha rocket attack 

Tuesday that killed two U.S. and one U.K. soldiers at the 
Taji military camp north of Baghdad. 

Shortly after Newsweek reported on Wednesday's 

strikes against central Iraq, including the wounding of 
Popular Mobilization Forces personnel and the killing of a 
civilian, the U.S. military released a statement 
acknowledging its role in the attacks. The Pentagon said it 
had "conducted defensive precision strikes against Kata'ib 
Hizbollah (KH) facilities across Iraq," including "five 
weapon storage facilities" allegedly used by Shiite Muslim 
militias such as Kataib Hezbollah. 
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A picture taken on March 13 shows destruction at Karbala 
airport in the Iraqi shrine city, one of the areas targeted by 
U.S. military airstrikes against an Iran-linked Iraqi militia in 
lraq following the deaths of two U.S. and one U.K. service 
member in a rocket attack the previous night on Taji 
military camp north of Baghdad. MOHAMMED 
SAWAF/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


At a press conference Friday, U.S. Central Command 
commander General Kenneth McKenzie identified the five 
sites targeted as the Al-Arab Nawar Ahmad "rocket 
storage facility," the Jurf al-Sakher "IRAM storage facility," 


the Karbala "KH advanced conventional weapons storage 
facility," the Al-Musayyib "terrorist weapons storage 
facility" and Jurf al-Sakher "propellant production facility 
and storage sites." 


McKenzie said he believed "the collateral damage is going 
to be very low." 


The Pentagon has not yet responded to Newsweek's 
request for comment on casualties but on Friday did 
identify the names of the two U.S. personnel killed on 
Tuesday's attack on Taji. They are Army Specialist Juan 
Miguel Mendez Covarrubias 1st Battalion, 227th Aviation 
Regiment, 1st Air Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division 
and Air Force Staff Sergeant Marshal D. Roberts of the 
219th Engineering Installation Squadron, Oklahoma Air 
National Guard. 

Israel Reveals Plan to Attack Iran's Allies, Iran is Ready to 
Fight Back 


READ MORE 


The U.K. Defense Ministry identified its casualty as Lance 
Corporal Brodie Gillon, a reserve with the Scottish and 
North Irish Yeomanry. 


Kataib Hezbollah did not claim responsibility for the Taji 
rocket attack but did "ask God to bless those who carried 
out the accurate jihadi operation" and declared that it 

was "time to resume national and popular jihadi operations 
to expel the evil aggressors from the land of the holy 
shrines." The State Department designated the group a 
terrorist organization in 2009 as it fought U.S. troops in the 


wake of the 2003 invasion that toppled Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 


This intervention also stirred a Sunni Muslim insurgency 
that gave birth to Al-Qaeda in Iraq and, later, the Islamic 
State militant group, better known as ISIS. Both U.S. and 
lran contributed to the battle against these jihadis and 
Shiite Muslim militias such as Kataib Hezbollah became 
part of the Popular Mobilization Forces, playing a critical 
role in anti-ISIS operations. 


With the group largely defeated and President Donald 
Trump pulling out of a multilateral nuclear deal with Iran, 
however, Washington and Tehran's longstanding tensions 
have resurged, with Iraq as a primary battleground. As 
unrest gripped the Persian Gulf over the past year, rocket 
attacks blamed on Shiite Muslim militias have repeatedly 
struck Iraqi military installations housing U.S. and allied 
personnel, while suspected Israeli strikes have hit the 
Popular Mobilization Forces. 


A picture shared March 11 by the Iraqi military's Security 
Cell shows what was said to be a truck bearing a 
Katyusha rocket launcher with three projectiles still in their 
tube. Two U.S. service members and a British soldier 
were killed in a rocket attack blamed on the Kataib 
Hezbollah militia against a military camp in Iraq that 

day. [IRAQI SECURITY MEDIA CELL 


One such attack in December killed a Pentagon contractor 
and this too was blamed on Kataib Hezbollah, fueling U.S. 
retaliatory strikes that killed more than two dozen people 
at sites along the Iraqi-Syrian border. Strikes were also 
reported near far eastern Syria's city of Al-Bukamal in Deir 
Ezzor province, though these too remain unclaimed amid 


activist reports of up to 26 Popular Mobilization Forces 
casualties. 


Late last year's round of U.S. strikes against Kataib 
Hezbollah triggered pro-militia demonstrations that turned 
violent against Washington's embassy in Baghdad. Days 
later, in early January, the U.S. assassinated Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard Quds Force Major General Qassem 
Soleimani, alongside Popular Mobilization Forces second- 
in-command Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis and their 
companions in a drone strike at Baghdad International 
Airport. 


lran Pushes to Expel U.S. Forces from Region Despite 
Soleimani's Death 


READ MORE 


Soleimani's Quds Force has been instrumental in 
establishing partnered networks across the world and 
especially in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon, where mostly Shiite 
Muslim militias have grown increasingly influential. They 
have also been accused by critics of attempting to 
consolidate power and suppress opposition. 


The killing of Soleimani and Muhandis was answered by 
lran with a series of missile strikes against an Iraqi military 
base housing U.S.-led coalition personnel. lragi 

lawmakers also voted to expel all foreign forces, 

something toward which Iraq's Joint Operations Command 
said "serious discussions are taking place" on Wednesday. 
The command then called the Taji rocket attack a 


"dangerous and hostile act" but the following day argued it 
was a "false pretext" for the U.S. strike. 


The latest strike against the Popular Mobilization Forces 
again stirred outrage among Iraqi leaders and politicians. 
lraqi President Barham Salih, who previously referred to 
the Taji attack as a "terrorist" act, denounced the U.S. 
retaliatory strikes Friday as "a violation of national 
sovereignty" and warned that the Iraqi state faced "a 
systematic and grave weakening of its capabilities and 
prestige, coinciding with a stage in which Iraq faces 
massive and unprecedented challenges, politically, 
economically and financially, security and health." 


"These risks, if they continue, would slide Iraq into a 
condition of statelessness and chaos, especially if the 
security escalation continues, with present indications of 
ISIS terrorist elements trying to restore their ability to 
threaten the security of the homeland and the citizen," 
Salih said, calling for a show of unity. The militant group 
remains active in parts of Iraq. Two U.S. Marines were 
killed Saturday during anti-ISIS operations alongside local 
security forces, who work alongside the Popular 
Mobilization Forces on a daily basis. 


The Iraqi Foreign Ministry called the U.S. strikes "a hostile 
action and a violation of sovereignty" that it would raise in 
two identical letters to the United Nations and the U.N. 
Security Council. 


TARGET PACKAGE PRE-STRIKE MAP 


A map provided March 13 by U.S. Central Command 
shows what the Pentagon said were five sites in lraq prior 
to being targeted by U.S. airstrikes on March 12.U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


"We deplore the U.S. bombing of military and civilian 
installations, which led to the martyrdom and injury of a 
number of security forces and civilians, as well as the 
destruction of structures and infrastructure and vital 
installations that have nothing to do with the targeting of 
the Taji camp or what came before it," Iraqi First Deputy 
Parliament Speaker Hassan Karim al-Kaabi said in a 
statement. 


Muqtada al-Sadr, one of Iraq's most influential clerics and 
a leader of the Popular Mobilization Forces' Peace 
Brigades released a statement in which he said that "in the 
midst of all the calamities afflicting the world as a whole 
and especially the people of Iraq, additional tensions, 
conflicts and plights for Iraq must be avoided." He called 
for "restraint and peace in our beloved Iraq." 


U.S. to Beef Up Iraq Defenses After Attack from Iran, 
Which Has New Missile 


READ MORE 


The powerful Fatah Alliance, a coalition led by Badr 
Organization militia leader Hadi al-Amiri, took a harder line, 
expressing its "condemnation in the strongest terms of this 
blatant aggression." The coalition emphasized: "There is 
no solution except with the exit of foreign forces from Iraq." 


Another Popular Mobilization Forces group, the Iran-linked 
Asaib Ahl al-Haq, also called "condemned in the strongest 
terms" U.S. attack. The group demanded that the U.S. 
"occupation forces" heed the Iraqi parliament's decision in 
January and withdraw all troops immediately. 


McKenzie said Friday that the U.S. and Iraq had a 
"continual level of dialogue of our presence going forward, 
and | believe that when it's all said and done, the lragis are 
going to recognize the value that we being there." Late last 
month, however, David Schenker, the State Department's 
assistant secretary at the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs, 
told reporters that, "there is no withdrawal from Iraq." 


"We are beginning to engage with the Government of Iraq, 
such as it is, and | expect in the future in a discussion 
about the nature of our strategic relationship," Schenker 
said. "And that will include discussion of economics, of our 
diplomatic issues, and about our presence on the ground, 
but we're not talking about withdrawal." 


TARGET PACKAGE POST-STRIKE MAP 
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A map provided March 13 by U.S. Central Command 
shows what the Pentagon said were five sites in lraq after 
to being targeted by U.S. airstrikes on March 12.U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 


This is a developing news story. More information will be 
added as it becomes available. 
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The United States’ recent airstrikes against lraq were said 
to target positions of a local militia affiliated with Iran but 
have instead reportedly killed soldiers, police and a civilian, 
raising concerns that anyone could be the next casualty of 
yet another undeclared war in a country long ravaged by 
conflict. 


The U.S. military conducted Thursday what it referred to 
as "defensive precision strikes" against five alleged 
weapons storage sites used by the Iran-backed Kataib 
Hezbollah, a militia blamed for Wednesday's rocket 
attack that killed two U.S. and one U.K. servicemember 
north of Baghdad. U.S. Central Command chief General 
Kenneth McKenzie hailed the operation as a success, 
showing off imagery of damage inflicted by what he 
described as "precise weapons carefully calibrated by our 
weaponeers to achieve maximum effect on the target and 
minimize collateral damage." 


"We believe that the collateral damage is going to be very 
low," McKenzie told reporters. 


But a different story altogether emerged out of Iraq. 
Shortly after the strikes, the Popular Mobilization Forces, a 
collective of Iraqi state-sponsored militias that include 
Kataib Hezbollah, shared with Newsweek reports of not 
only their positions being struck, but civilian infrastructure 
as well. The following day, Iraq's Joint Operation 
Command released the toll. 

Members of Kataib Hezbollah's Popular Mobilization 
Forces 46th Brigade were among the wounded, but the 
dead included three soldiers of the Iraqi army's 19th 
Commandos Division, two members of Babil Province's 
3rd Emergency Police Regiment and a civilian, reportedly 
a cook, at Karbala Airport, located in a holy region of Iraq. 
Several more were injured, with bodies still in the rubble. 
The news incited a nation still rattled by January's U.S. 
assassination of Iranian Revolutionary Guard Quds Force 
Major General Qassem Soleimani and Iraq's own Popular 
Mobilization Forces deputy chief Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis 
at Baghdad International Airport. Thursday's attack, as 
one Iraqi official told Newsweek, hit much closer to home 
for most citizens. 

"Last time you had military leaders that traveled the region 
going from capital to capital working the dynamics of the 
region and heading the Resistance Axis, it's difficult for the 
average Iraqi to understand their role and relate to them," 
the official, soeaking on the condition of anonymity, 

told Newsweek. "This time around is different. You had 


three soldiers, two cops and a chef who unfortunately 
were killed." 


"If people were on the fence on whether targeting 
Soleimani was a good thing or a bad thing, across the 
board, people will be against this morning's strike because 
you did not take out leaders, you did not take out depots, 
you took out average joes," the official added. 
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This picture taken on March 13 shows a military unifor 
bearing the insignia "Iraqi Army" amidst rubble in the 
aftermath of U.S. military airstrikes at a militarized zone in 
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the Jurf al-Sakhr area in Iraq's Babil province, where the 
Popular Mobilization Forces' Kataeb Hezbollah operates. 
The Popular Mobilization Forces are an official part of the 
lraqi armed forces and work alongside troops, but some 
factions are especially close to Iran and hostile to the 
U.S.AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


The Ministry of the Interior and Ministry of Defense employ 
hundreds of thousands of Iragis who, by and large, 
depend on the public sector. The Iraqi official 

told Newsweek that "everyone has a service member" in 
one of these two ministries, which the U.S. supports. 
"Almost every single Iraqi household is connected to a cop 
or a soldier," the official explained, "so the killing of these 
simple low-level people who are just doing their job is 
different from the airstrike that took out leaders." 


"This was a big mistake by the Americans," the official 
added. 


U.S. Central Command referred Newsweek's request for 
comment to the Operation Inherent Resolve—Combined 
Joint Task Force, which did not immediately respond after 
being contacted by Newsweek. 

Israel Reveals Plan to Attack Iran's Allies, Iran is Ready to 
Fight Back 


READ MORE 


Husham al-Hashimi, a member of the Baghdad-based 
expert Iraq Advisory Council, told Newsweek that the 
casualties, though inadvertent, would likely cast a shadow 
on ties between the two countries, especially political 


blocs affiliated with Iraq's Shiite Muslim majority. A number 
of these factions are affiliated with the Popular 
Mobilization Forces and some have close ties to Iran as 
well. 


"| think these unintended errors have hollowed the popular 
and moral gains of the strike, especially in targeting 
Karbala Airport and killing the civil worker inside the 
airport," Hashimi said, warning that this outcome 
“weakened the currents that do not want the pro-lranian 
factions to attack the legitimacy of the airstrike and 
support it." 


"Political relations, as far as the Shiite faction goes, will 
decline to a large level, but relations with Sunnis, Kurds, 
and minorities will not decline and may be strengthened to 
fill the void left by Shiite politicians," he said. 


Nearly every major figure in lraq has condemned the 
strikes from the president to prominent militia leaders and 
politicians, who already voted to oust U.S. troops in the 
wake of the strike that killed Soleimani and Muhandis. In a 
statement sent to Newsweek, the Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
said it would raise the case with the United Nations, 
potentially widening a rift between Washington and 
Baghdad as the latter underwent turmoil on multiple fronts. 


lraq is already beset by internal unrest as anti-government 
protests resisted suppression by security forces and 
militias on the streets. The country's opposing political 
factions have failed to come to consensus in forming a 
lasting government and many citizens have lost faith in its 


ability to address rampant corruption, failing infrastructure 
and growing economic woes. 
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A picture taken on March 13 shows destruction at Karbala 
Airport in the Iraqi shrine city, one of the areas targeted by 
U.S. strikes against the Kataib Hezbollah militia. The 
Popular Mobilization Forces told Newsweek after March 
12's strikes that "the airspace of Karbala is forbidden to 
pass through as the city contains an important religious 
site."MOHAMMED SAWAF/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Even with the battle on the street raging, however, the fear 
of external threats may loom larger for many Iraqis, a 
significant portion of whom have never known peace. 


Washington has acted largely unilaterally in Iraq for nearly 
three decades, rarely counting the civilian tolls of its 
military and economic policies. The U.S. first took on the 
government of Saddam Hussein, then teamed up with the 
new administration to battle Al-Qaeda and later the Islamic 
State militant group (ISIS). Now, the U.S. appears to again 
be acting on its accord against Iran. The Islamic Republic 
has steadily solidified its influence across the country, 
where it too seeks to find a strategic ally in an old foe. 


Washington and Tehran both backed Baghdad's baitle 
against ISIS, but renewed geopolitical tensions have them 
once again at odds. Their row has grown increasingly 
violent in the past year, with Iraq caught in the middle of 
such events as the Revolutionary Guard missile revenge 
days after the death of Soleimani and Muhandis. Still, 
Hashimi told Newsweek, "Nobody wants a war." 


Rather than "direct" conflict, he predicted the continuation 
of "small, controlled battles with Iran's agents in the 
region." As Friday proved, however, even limited 
engagements could quickly escalate and civilians may not 
be spared. 


Despite the devastation that ensued, however, some 
lraqis see a silver lining in the storm that's settled over the 
region. "It could have been much worse, | Know that and 
understand that and it could have been more lethal. This 


was a relatively tame response by the Americans," the 
lraqi official told Newsweek, expressing concern about 
retaliatory militia strikes as well. 


"It's the reality of the situation," the official added. 


TARGET PACKAGE PRE-STRIKE MAP 


A map provided March 13 by U.S. Central Command 
shows what the Pentagon said were five sites in lraq prior 
to being targeted by U.S. airstrikes on March 12.U.S. 
CENTRAL COMMAND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
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A map provided March 13 by U.S. Central Command 
shows what the Pentagon said were five sites in Iraq after 
to being targeted by U.S. airstrikes on March 12.U.S. 
CENTRAL COMMAND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 


U.S. COALITION TO LEAVE SOME 
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The United States will be withdrawing personnel from 
some positions in lraq after a deadly week of violence 
among the country's warring sides and at least one civilian 
caught in the cross-fire. 


A spokesperson for the U.S.-led coalition against the 
hardline Sunni Islamic State militant group (ISIS) 

told Newsweek on Monday that the multinational group "is 
re-positioning troops from a few smaller bases" in Iraq. 
The spokesperson credited "the success of Iraqi Security 
Forces in their fight against ISIS" and said these bases 
"remain under Iraqi control and we will continue our 
advising partnership for the permanent defeat of Daesh 
from other Iraqi military bases." 


The spokesperson did not provide a timeline or location for 
the movements, only that "troops are re-positioning in 
coordination with the Government of Iraq." 


Citing three unnamed defense officials, NBC News earlier 
reported that the sites potentially included joint bases at 
Al-Qaim near the border with Syria, Qayyarah Airfield 
West near the northern city of Mosul and Kirkuk's K-1 Air 
Base, the site of a deadly December rocket attack 

that killed a Pentagon contractor and sparked a new round 
of U.S. confrontations with local, mostly Shiite, militias that 
saw the first strikes between the U.S. and Iran in decades. 


The Pentagon's latest moves come after another round of 
bloodshed saw U.S. personnel killed during anti-ISIS 


operations and by what appeared to be a new, rogue 


In support of the Iraqi Security Forces, U.S. Army soldiers 
at at Qayyarah West Airfield assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 
8th Field Artillery Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 
25th Infantry Division, prepare to fire their M777 towed 
155 mm Howitzer against enemy positions on Qanus 
Island, lrag, September 10, 2019.SPECIALIST KAHLIL 
DASH/U.S. ARMY/COMBINED JOINT TASK FORCE - 
OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE 


Both Washington and Tehran steadily expanded their grip 
on Baghdad in the years since the 2003 U.S.-led invasion 
that overthrew longtime Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 
U.S. troops then battled Al-Qaeda and, later, the precursor 
to ISIS, as well as Shiite militias supported by Iran. Many 
of these latter groups later organized into what became 
known as the Popular Mobilization Forces in 2014 in order 
to battle ISIS as the U.S.-led coalition organized its own 
campaign. 


U.S. Strikes Strain Ties with lrag, Where Anybody Could 
Be A Target 
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"The Coalition remains in lraq at the invitation of the 
Government of Iraq to defeat ISIS; since 2014, together, 
we have liberated more than 55,000 square kilometers 
and freed millions of Iraqi people from ISIS murderous 
rule," the U.S.-led coalition spokesperson told Newsweek. 


With the support of Washington and Tehran, Baghdad 
managed to mostly defeat ISIS, but the group remains 
active in certain parts of the country. Two members of the 
Marine Corps Forces Special Operations Command were 
killed last weekend while conducting anti-ISIS operations 
in the Makhmour Mountain area of north-central Iraq. 


Two more U.S. personnel were killed alongside a U.K. 
servicemember Wednesday in a Katyusha rocket attack 
later claimed by a group calling itself Usbat al- 
Thayyireen—or "the Revolutionary League" in English— 
against Al-Taji military camp north of Baghdad. The 


Pentagon initially blamed Kataib Hezbollah, an Iran- 
backed Popular Mobilization Forces group. The group was 
designated a terrorist organization by the State 
Department in 2009. 


The Pentagon conducted Thursday what it called 
"defensive precision strikes" on five sites said to be used 
by Shiite militias for storing weapons to target U.S. and 
allied forces. The Iraqi military condemned both attacks on 
Al-Taji and the U.S. retaliation, which it said killed three 
lraqi soldiers, two police officers and a civilian worker at 
Karbala Airport, whose airspace the Popular Mobilization 
Forces told Newsweek at the time was "forbidden to pass 
through as the city contains an important religious site." 


"Assessments are ongoing at this time," a U.S.-led 
coalition spokesperson told Newsweek when asked about 
the reported casualties. 


Tm L 
Mourners pray over coffins draped with the Iraqi national 
flag inside the Imam Ali Shrine in the central Iraqi holy 
shrine city of Najaf on March 14, during a funeral 
ceremony for paramilitary members killed in an area 
targeted by U.S. military air strikes. The Iraqi military 
reported on three dead and four wounded from the Iraqi 
Army's 19th Commandos Division, two dead and two 
wounded from the 3rd Regiment Babil Province 
Emergency Police, injuries among the ranks of the 
Popular Mobilization Forces' 46th Brigade, which includes 
Kataib Hezbollah, and one civilian Karbala Airport worker 


killed and another injured in U.S. airstrikes. HAIDAR 
HAMDANI/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Al-Taji was again targeted with rockets Saturday, injuring 
three U.S.-led coalition personnel and two Iraqis. Usbat al- 
Thayyireen claimed both Al-Taji operations the following 
day, saying they were to avenge the "assassinations of 
our martyred commanders" in likely reference to the killing 
of Iran's Revolutionary Guard Quds Force commander 
Major General Qassem Soleimani, and Iraqi Popular 
Mobilization Forces deputy chief Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis 
ina U.S. drone strike at Baghdad International Airport in 
January. Iran responded with a missile strike and Iraqi 
lawmakers voted to expel the U.S. military, but U.S. 
officials have said the matter was not being discussed. 
RELATED STORIES 


1. U.S., Allies Killed By Rocket Attacks. Airstrikes 
Target lrag, Syria Border 

2. Iran Ally Calls for More Attacks on U.S., Allies 
After Iraq Rocket Strike 

3. U.S. Strikes Hit Iraq Militia Following Deadly 


Attack on Coalition Troops 
Usbat al-Thayireen's logo and rhetoric bear similarities to 


many other Shiite groups active in Iraq and elsewhere in 
the region, a Popular Mobilization Forces spokesperson 
told Newsweek that "there is no affiliation" with its forces. 


Secretary of State Mike Pompeo held a phone 
conversation Sunday with Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul- 
Mahdi, whose government has been racked by months- 


long protests as well as infighting among rival political 
factions struggling to form a new government. 


"Secretary Pompeo reiterated that the Government of Iraq 
must defend Coalition personnel supporting the Iraqi 
government's efforts to defeat ISIS," according to a 
statement provided Monday by the State Department. 


"Secretary Pompeo underscored that the groups 
responsible for these attacks must be held accountable," 
the readout added. "Secretary Pompeo noted that America 
will not tolerate attacks and threats to American lives and 
will take additional action as necessary in self-defense." 
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lraq has called on the United Nations to prevent the United 
States from conducting military actions on its own accord 
after a series of deadly unilateral airstrikes. 


The Iraqi Foreign Ministry released on Tuesday two 
identical letters sent to the U.N. Secretary-General and the 
U.N. Security Council in response to U.S. airstrikes that 
targeted five sites across central Iraq that reportedly killing 
at least six people, including a civilian, and wounding 
others. The Thursday strikes came in response to a Shiite 
Muslim militia's Katyusha rocket attack that killed two U.S. 
personnel and a U.K. service member at the military camp 
north of Baghdad. 


The letters, signed by Iraqi permanent representative to 
the U.N. Mohammed Hussein Bahr al-Uloom, described 
the strikes as "a flagrant violation of the conditions of the 
presence of American military forces in Iraq as well as a 
dangerous escalation that is meant to make Iraq an arena 
for regional conflicts and agendas." 


"The government of Iraq expresses its condemnation, in 
the strongest possible terms, of those heinous American 
attacks and aggressions that violate the sovereignty of 
lraq that violate international law," the letters said. 


The two documents also "call upon the Security Council to 
condemn the bombing operations against the Iraqi army 
and civilian facilities and to assume its responsibility to 
prevent the United States from committing such illegal 
acts according to international law and to place full 
responsibility for the human casualties and infrastructure 
that resulted from the aforementioned bombing 
operations." 
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A picture taken on March 13 shows officials checking the 
Karbala airport in the Iraqi shrine city, one of the five sites 
hit by U.S. military airstrikes said to target Kataib 
Hezbollah positions across central Iraq. The Iraqi military 
said a civilian worker was killed at the airport, and at least 
one more injured. MOHAMMED SAWAF/AFP/GETTY 
IMAGES 
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The strikes were followed by a second round of rocket 
attacks Saturday against the Al-Taji military camp. The 
following day, a group calling itself Usbat al- Thayyireen— 
or "the League of Revolutionaries" in English—claimed 
responsibility for both attacks, referring to them as 


revenge for the killing of "martyred commanders," likely in 
reference to Iran's Revolutionary Guard Quds Force 
commander Major General Qassem Soleimani and Iraqi 
Popular Mobilization Forces deputy chief Abu Mahdi al- 
Muhandis. 


The two top figures were slain in a U.S. drone strike at 
Baghdad International Airport in January following another 
series of escalations sparked by another rocket attack that 
killed a U.S. contractor in December. The U.S. initially 
retaliated with airstrikes against positions of Kataib 
Hezbollah, a Shiite Muslim Popular Mobilization Forces 
militia supported by Iran. 


U.S. Strikes Strain Ties with lrag, Where Anybody Could 
Be A Target 
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The Pentagon also laid blame on Kataib Hezbollah for 
Wednesday's rocket attack, referring to the ensuing strikes 
as "defensive precision strikes" against five sites allegedly 
used by Kataib Hezbollah and other Shiite Muslim militias 
to store weapons. U.S. Central Command identified the 
locations as the Al-Arab Nawar Ahmad rocket storage 
facility, the Jurf al-Sakher IRAM storage facility, the 
Karbala KH advanced conventional weapons storage 
facility, the Al-Musayyib terrorist weapons storage facility 
and Jurf al-Sakher propellant production facility and 
storage sites. 


lraq's Joint Operations Command identified the 
casualties as three deaths and four wounded from the 


lraqi army's 19th Commandos Division, two dead and two 
wounded from Babil province's 3rd Emergency Police 
Regiment, a number of wounded among the Popular 
Mobilization Forces 46th Brigade that includes Kataib 
Hezbollah, along with one civilian killed at an airport near 
the holy city of Karbala. 

"Assessments are ongoing at this time," a U.S.-led 
coalition spokesperson told Newsweek on Monday when 
asked about the reported Iraqi casualties. 

The Popular Mobilization Forces denied to Newsweek any 
affiliation with the Usbat al-Thayyireen that twice struck Al- 
Taji, attacks also condemned by the Iraqi government. 
The state-sponsored collective of mostly Shiite Muslim 
militias includes Iran-linked groups like Kataib Hezbollah 
and Asaib Ahl al-Hag but is considered an official part of 
the country's security apparatus, regularly taking part in 
operations against the Islamic State militant group (ISIS). 
Mourners walk with a coffin draped with the Iraqi national 
flag with text in Arabic reading "Holy Imam Ali Shrine" 
during a funerary march for fighters killed in an area 
targeted by U.S. military airstrikes, in the central Iraqi holy 
shrine city of Najaf on March 14. Unilateral U.S. actions 
have rattled Iraq, especially for fear of instigating a war 
with neighboring Iran.HAIDAR HAMDANI/AFP/GETTY 
IMAGES 


Both the U.S. and Iran have supported Irag against ISIS 
but have sought to oust one another from the country. 
Washington and Tehran's ties have increasingly fallen out 
since the former left a multilateral nuclear deal in may 
and imposed strict sanctions against the Islamic Republic. 


Meanwhile, ISIS continues to operate in Iraq. Last 
Saturday, prior to Wednesday's rocket attack, two U.S. 
Marines were killed while supporting local forces 
operations against ISIS in an attack later claimed by the 
jihadi organization in the Makhmour mountains of northern 
Erbil province. 


The Iraqi military's Security Media Cell said in a statement 
Tuesday that a new "terrorist aggression with 4 82 mm 
mortar shells that fell near the Al-Wahab Mosque in Tuz 
Khurmato district, east of Salah al-Din Governorate, which 
resulted in the injury of 3 civilians, including a woman." 


The U.S.-led coalition has continued to support the Iraqi 
campaign against ISIS even after Iraqi lawmakers voted to 
expel foreign troops in the wake of the strike that killed 
Soleimani and Muhandis. On Monday, however, a 
coalition spokesperson told Newsweek that the 
international force is "re-positioning troops from a few 
smaller bases" in the country. 


On Tuesday, spokesperson Army Colonel Myles B. 
Caggins III confirmed that one of these bases included in 
Al-Qaim, a western Iraqi city bordering Syria, where both 
lran-backed militias and the U.S. also battle ISIS but as 
part of rival factions of a nine-year civil war. 


“Today marks a historic moment for the Combined Joint 
Task Force Operation Inherent Resolve and our Iraqi 
Security Partners," Army Brigadier General Vincent Barker, 
U.S.-led coalition Director of Sustainment, said in a 
statement sent to Newsweek Tuesday. 


"Al Qaim base served as a critical location in the fight 
against Daesh," the statement read, using the Arabic- 
language acronym for ISIS. "First, as the Iraqi Security 
Forces liberated the Al Qaim region from an evil presence, 
and later as a valuable base during the Battle for Baghouz, 
the last physical territory held by ISIS. Today's transfer is 
possible thanks to the efforts and successes of our ISF 
partners." 
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Two more rockets rained down in Iraq on Tuesday, 
prolonging a period of particularly violent unrest among 
soldiers, militias and militants with competing interests. 


Reports emerged Tuesday of rocket fire and explosions 
near the Iraqi capital of Baghdad, spreading speculation of 
yet another attack targeting U.S. and allied personnel 
tasked with battling the hardline Sunni Islamic State 
militant group (ISIS) and who are also facing a growing 
resistance campaign from Shiite Muslim militias. Coalition 
spokesperson Colonel Myles B. Caggins III said the "Iraqis 
are investigating the explosions in Baghdad," but denied 
foreign personnel were targeted. 


"As of 11pm (Baghdad Time), no rockets were fired at 
Camp Taji. ln Baghdad no explosions occurred near 


US/Coalition facilities," Caggins tweeted in English and 
Arabic-language statements. 


A spokesperson for the Popular Mobilization Forces 
official militia collective said the group was aware of 
reports of the attacks, but referred Newsweek to the Iraqi 
military's Security Media Cell, which released further 
details of the incident. 


"Two Katyusha rockets were fired from the Arab Jabbour 
area toward the Al-Jadriya area, one of which landed on 
an abandoned building near the Hajj and Umrah 
Commission, and one of which fell in the Tigris river, 
without significant losses," the cell said in a statement. 


The latest incident comes a day after the military stated 
that two rockets landed on military sites in Basmaya camp 
after being launched from farmlands near the Nahrawan 
Brick Factory and days after confrontations between the 
U.S. and Iraqi militias. 


A photo shared March 17 by Iraq's official Security Media Cell 
shows what was Said to be the aftermath of a Katyusha rocket 
strike that hit an abandoned building near Al-Jadriya, Baghdad, 
March 17..RAQI SECURITY MEDIA CELL 


Al-Taji was targeted Wednesday with what the U.S.-led 
coalition described as around "18 107mm Katyusha 
rockets," killing two U.S. soldiers and one service member 
from the United Kingdom. The U.S. retaliated the following 
day with a series of airstrikes against five sites suspected 
of being weapons depots for Shiite Muslim militias like 
Kataib Hezbollah, which the Pentagon blamed for the 
attack. 


The Iraqi armed forces said Friday that the strikes targeted 
both military and civilian infrastructure, killing three 
soldiers of the 19th Commandos Division, two members of 
the 3rd Emergency Police Regiment and a civilian working 
at an airport near the holy city of Karbala. Others were 
reportedly wounded, including members of Kataib 
Hezbollah's Popular Mobilization Forces 46th Brigade. 


lraqi leaders, officials and other influential figures 
condemned the U.S. strikes and, on Saturday, Al-Taji was 
again targeted by what the U.S.-led coalition said was "at 
least (25) 107mm rockets," this time injuring three coalition 
personnel and two Iraqi troops. The following day, a group 
calling itself Usbat al-Thayyireen—or "the League of 
Revolutionaries" in English—claimed responsibility for the 
two rocket attacks on Al-Taji. 
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The Popular Mobilization Forces told Newsweek in a 
statement Monday that the new group had "no affiliation" 
to its official militias. The group's deputy leader, Abu 
Mahdi al-Muhandis, was killed in early January along with 
lran's Revolutionary Guard Quds Force Major General 
Qassem Soleimani in a U.S. drone strike that prompted a 
revenge missile attack against an Iraqi base housing U.S. 
and coalition troops, pushed Iraqi lawmakers to vote for a 
withdrawal of all foreign troops and ramped fueled 
already-escalating tensions in the country. 

The Iraqi government and armed forces have attempted to 
crack down on rogue operations targeting U.S. and other 
allied personnel but have also had to contend with the 
fallout of unilateral U.S. military actions in the country. 
lragi permanent representative to the United Nations 
Mohammed Hussein Bahr al-Uloom said Baghdad 
"expresses its condemnation, in the strongest possible 
terms" in two identical letters sent to the U.N. and the U.N. 
Security Council. 


The letters also "call upon the Security Council to 
condemn the bombing operations against the lraqi army 
and civilian facilities and to assume its responsibility to 
prevent the United States from committing such illegal 
acts according to international law and to place full 
responsibility for the human casualties and infrastructure 


that resulted from the aforementioned bombing 
operations." 


The U.S. has played a major role in Iraqi affairs since 
waging two wars against it, the latter of which resulted in 
the overthrow of the government in 2003 and the 
establishment of friendly ties. Baghdad's post-war 
administrations have had also developed close relations 
with Tehran, a longtime foe of Washington with close links 
to Shiite Muslim militias that fought to expel U.S. troops. 


Many of these groups went on to comprise the Popular 
Mobilization Forces in 2014, as both the U.S. and Iran 
scrambled to help Iraq battle ISIS. The militant group's 
defeat and the U.S. exit from a multinational 2015 nuclear 
deal with Iran have led to renewed tensions between the 
two powers, however, leaving Iraq stuck in the middle. 


ISIS has, however, remained active in some parts of the 
country, staging occasional sleeper cell operations against 
lraqi troops, militias, Kurdish fighters and of the personnel 
U.S.-led coalition. On Saturday, two U.S. Marines were 
killed while supporting local forces in anti-ISIS operations 
later claimed by the jihadi group. 


In a statement sent to Newsweek on Tuesday, the U.S.- 
led coalition said that it "remains in Iraq at the Invitation of 
the Government of Iraq and will continue anti-ISIS 
advising and training operations." However, the 
international force "will operate from fewer locations but 
remains committed to supporting our partners in their fight 
against Daesh," according to the statement. 


A day after Newsweek reported that the U.S.-led coalition 
was "re-positioning troops from a few smaller bases" in 
lraq, foreign forces announced the transfer of a base at 
the eastern city of Al-Qaim near the Syrian border to the 
armed forces of Iraq, which in addition to addressing 
security concerns faces a protracted political struggle 
accompanied by swelling, sometimes violent street 
protests. 


lraqi President Barham Salih, who has warned the 
worsening dispute between the U.S. and Iraqi militias 
could lead to an ISIS resurgence, appointed former Najaf 
governor Adnan al-Zurfi as the country's new prime 
minister-designate on Tuesday. In this role, Zurfi will be 
tasked with forming a new government and negotiating the 
contending desires of various rival actors at home and 
abroad. 
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WWIII Has Begun 


Yes, folks, whether you know it or not, World War 
III has already begun. And in the eyes of those 
waging that war, you are an enemy combatant. 
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Here's a question for you: How do you know when you're at war? 


When there are troops on the streets? When 
mass panic hits? When there's martial law and 
the public is told to batten down the hatches for 
a months or years-long siege? When world 
"leaders" tell their populations that the enemy is 
to blame for all the carnage? 


If these are the criteria, then that means we're 
at war right now. 


Troops on the streets? Check. 
Mass panic? Check. 


Martial law and the public being told to batten 
down the hatches? Check and check. 


World leaders telling their populations that the 
enemy is to blame for all the 
carnage? Check and check. 


Yes, by all of those metrics, we're at war. But 
no one is calling it war. Why not? Because, in 
the minds of the public, there really is only one 
metric for judging our war status: Whether 
troops are in the battlefield shooting at each 
other or not. Surely that's war, right? 


But then, why is Merkel invoking World War II in 
her attempt to explain the current crisis to the 


German people? Why are we being told that the 
times we are living through are worse than war? 
Why is misleader after misleader, 

from Trump to Trudeau to seemingly everyone 
else, invoking old war time emergency 
measures and preparing for full-scale martial 
law? 


Still not enough to convince you that the world 
is now at war? Well then why did Donald 

Trump declare war on coronavirus and anoint 
himself a "war-time president"? Why did 

Macron look steely-eyed into the cameras and 
pronounce "nous somme en guerre"? Why 

are Boris Johnson, Moon Jae-in, and seemingly 
every other so-called "leader" in the world piling 
on in their declarations of war? 


The truth is that the world is at war now. And 
that war is World War Ill. The difference is that 
no one (as yet) understands the nature of this 
war, who Its combatants are, and what the 
objective of those waging it really is. 


| Know you're incredulous, so allow me to 
explain. 


For decades now, the war metaphor has been 
used by politicians to drum up support for their 
policy proposals. Whenever a US President 
wants to declare a war on an abstract noun— 
Johnson's "war on poverty," for example, or 
Nixon's "war on drugs," or Bush's "war on 
terror"—we know what to expect: Billions of 
dollars will be spent, government bureaucracy 
will increase, the rights of the average citizen 
will decrease, and, oh yeah, the thing being 
warred against will actually gain in strength. 


But this "war on coronavirus" is different. This 
particular "war" may very well end up being the 
first battle in what historians of a future era will 
call World War III. 


But just as World War |—with its machine guns 
and no man's land and unimaginable 
casualties—was utterly unlike any war that 
anyone had seen before, and just as World War 
ll—with its tanks and bombers and submarine 
warfare and atomic bombs and targeting of 
civilians—was unlike any war that anyone had 
seen before, so, too, is World War III going to 
be utterly unlike any war that anyone has seen 
before. 


This time around, the world war is taking the 
form of a hybrid war. "Hybrid warfare" is a term 
that has come into vogue among military 
strategists in recent decades to describe a type 
of irregular warfare that combines conventional 
(guns and bombs on battlefields) warfare with a 
number of other methods of attack: 
cyberwarfare, disinformation operations, 
political destabilization campaigns, lawfare and 
basically anything else that can undermine or 
destabilize an enemy during times of conflict. 


At a first order of analysis, it wouldn't be difficult 
to characterize the current relations between 
the US and China as hybrid warfare. In fact, this 
is exactly what the always-perceptive Pepe 
Escobar does in his analysis of the latest 
moves on the geopolitical chessboard, "China 
Locked in Hybrid War with US." As Escobar 
notes: 


"Among the myriad, earth-shattering 
geopolitical effects of coronavirus, one is 
already graphically evident. China has re- 
positioned itself. For the first time since the start 
of Deng Xiaoping’s reforms in 1978, Beijing 
openly regards the US as a threat, as stated a 


month ago by Foreign Minister Wang Yi at the 
Munich Security Conference during the peak of 
the fight against coronavirus. Beijing is carefully, 
incrementally shaping the narrative that, from 
the beginning of the coronovirus attack, the 
leadership knew it was under a hybrid war 
attack. Xi’s terminology is a major clue. He said, 
on the record, that this was war. And, as a 
counter-attack, a ‘people’s war' had to be 
launched." 


Escobar goes on to point out that Chinese 
Foreign Ministry Sookesman Zhao Lijian's 
recent (and very public) insinuation that it was 
the "US Army who brought the epidemic to 
Wuhan" represents not just a breach of 
diplomatic protocol, but the language of a 
belligerent in a time of war. Given the incredibly 
large question marks surrounding every aspect 
of this current pandemic, the suggestion that 
the novel coronavirus is actually from Fort 
Detrick is hardly outlandish. But keep in mind 
that it's not some online conspiracy realist 
giving credence to this idea, it's an actual 
representative of the Chinese government. This 
is not an accusation that is made lightly. 


But it's not just China pointing fingers at Uncle 
sam. While Chinese government spokesmen 
are raising the specter that coronavirus is Made 
in the USA™, the Trump administration is going 
out of its way to rebrand SARS-Cov-2 as "the 
Chinese virus." Petty as it may seem, these 
semantics matter. As anyone who has spent 
any time online in the last few weeks has 
noticed, the fluoride-addled, MSM-addicted 
portion of the American public have been 
energized by this anti-Chinese rhetoric and 

the Chinese have replaced the Russians as the 
bogeyman du jour in the minds of the easily- 
spooked normies. 


Escobar concludes his report by forwarding the 
possibility that this entire coronavirus crisis is a 
"massive psy-op creating the perfect 
geopolitical and social engineering environment 
for full-spectrum dominance." The pressing 
question, he contends, is: "[WI]ill imperial elites 
still choose to keep waging full-spectrum- 
dominance hybrid war against China" when this 
is all over? 


Given the broader context of the American- 
Chinese conflict that—as | 


have repeatedly contended—is being set up to 
be the defining struggle of the 21st century, 
Escobar's analysis is plausible enough. 


But, as | have also repeatedly contended, this 
century-defining Great Powers struggle 
between China and the US is (just like the Cold 
War of the 20th century) a stage-managed, 
manipulated and, ultimately, phony conflict. The 
real battle is not going to be between "China" 
and "the US," as if these are meaningful labels 
in the 21st century. No, the real battle is going 
to be between the banksters and would-be 
societal engineers and the mass of humanity. 


If this hybrid war truly is World War III, then we 
have to make a very basic determination: Who 
are the combatants, and what are they fighting 
for? This is the easiest thing to determine in any 
war, isn't it? Just look which way the troops are 
pointing their guns and you will find who their 
enemy is, right? 


So, let's take a look. 


The troops are being deployed even as | type in 
country after country. And who are they pointing 
their guns at? Their fellow countrymen. 


Cyberwarfare operations are being waged right 
now to knock out enemy communication 
systems and to label all enemy transmissions 
as "disinformation." But who is being targeted in 
all of this? Citizen journalists and conspiracy 
realists. 


Political destabilization campaigns are being 
waged ... but it's the Democratic Party who's 
been caught out rigging their own primaries and 
the establishment press trying to 

undermine political decisions made by 
referenda and the academic 

establishment rallying opposition against 
democratically (s)elected governments in the 
supposedly "free" world. 


And whereas just a few months ago, protests 
and demonstrations were so pervasive all 
around the globe that | dedicated an entire 
column to the phenomenon, now country after 
country is declaring gatherings of more than 10 
people to be illegal. 


Time and time again, we find that the war that is 
being waged is a war by government, military, 


financial and corporate power against the 
masses of humanity that would oppose them. 


This is the true nature of World War Ill. It is 
being waged right now. And, in the eyes of the 
authoritarians, we are the enemy. 


Oh, sure, there are the 2D chess manifestations 
of this, the geopolitical wrangling and the nation 
state warring that is playing out at the same 
time. But those are just diversionary battles 
designed to distract us from the main event: 
The battle against free humanity. 


This is why the Chinese model—one of 
complete, all-pervasive Big Brother surveillance 
and technocratic lockdown of society—is 
denounced by the "leaders" of the "free world" 
at the same time as they openly yearn for those 
same powers at home. 


Yes, folks, whether you know it or not, World 
War Ill has already begun. And in the eyes of 
those waging that war, you are an enemy 
combatant. The only question that matters is: 
Will we wake up to this fact in time to fight back, 
or will we merely lay down and let the 
authoritarians win? 


The Common Sense Show is dedicated to 
peaceful, non-violent social and political change. 


Breadcrumbs 


What You Cannot Hide Is Global Genocide and 
the Proof Is Everywhere and Every Continent! 


Submitted by Dave Hodges on Wednesday, 
March 25, 2020 - 15:16. 


What the intimates is that we, as a humanity 
are facing ultimate destruction through a 
planned and cleverly executed plan against 
America and the rest of the world. It will soon 
be clear to the world, that a major depopulation 


event is underway. But what you cannot hide is 
genocide. This article and its compannion, the 
next article, will serve as a wakeup call to 
humanity that world's largest genocide is 
underway. 


This article, without me realizing it, began when 
Pastor Abri Bracken sent me a voice file, via 
skype which informed that New Zealand was 
going into a stage 4 lockdown. In New Zealand, 
there are only 4 stages. The audio file is 
somewhat corrupted or | would play it here. Abri 
is an interesting person. He has served as a 
source for many of my articles on Africa by 
pointing me to local media. From these tips, | 
have learned of the massive military presence 
that the CHICOMS are engaged in on the 
continent of Africa including South Africa. In 
South Africa, the CHICOMS are partnering with 
the rogue ruling authority to strip white farmers 
of their lands and frequently murder them in the 
process. The CHICOMS are allowed to keep 
the food and ship it back to China and they split 


the seized land’s resources. Abri is a refugee 
from this South African holocaust. 


As a follow up to Abri’s warning, | should 
mention that the CSS has a solid following in 
New Zealand. | receive intel from frontline 
witnesses all the time. As the readers may 
recall , that after the tragic Mosque massacre, 
the New Zealand government outlawed guns 
and demanded that citizens turned them in. The 
citizens have defied the order with only about a 
5% compliance rate. The government 
responded with multiple warnings of very long 
prison sentences. The COVID-19 virus has 
provided the New Zealand Government with the 
pre-emptive excuse to enact martial law 
procedures to enforce their increasing heinous 
violations of their citizens rights. | have received 
around a dozen communications from New 
Zealand in the past 4 days. Here Is a typical 
email. 


Dear Dave, 


Thanks so much for being a truth teller. My 
country went from being a government that we 
barely noticed to authoritarian monster. They 
want our guns and now they are preparing to 
pray on us. |!am an American ex-pat living in 
country. America had better wake up because 
this is what is coming to you very soon. | was 
surveying land, and | cannot say anymore 
about that. As | made my way off the main road, 
| noticed row after row of what | think were body 
bags. What I am certain of is that there were 
nearly miles of coffins like what | have seen you 
publish. | did not take my phone to work, or you 
would have photos. Do you think this is 
because of the coronavirus? | will tell you 
another thing, we are being overrun by Chinese 
in our country in various locations. We are 
moving into the highest stage of alert in what Is 
called Stage Four. This is nothing but martial 
law. Do you know if they are preparing for 
genocide in New Zealand? Are the Chinese 
behind it? My wife and me are thinking about 


quitting our jobs and taking our small RV to the 
most isolated place we can find. 


Thanks, 
XXXXXX 


| do not know the answer to the question that | 
was asked in the email. However, | have other 
emails from New Zealanders who are in a near 
state of panic about what lies next. One person 
stated that checkpoints are being set up and 
the allowed movement of the citizens is non- 
existent and that the economy would soon hit 
bottom. If this were just New Zealand, | would 
not be as nearly concerned as | am. 


What Is Happening In New Zealand Is 
Happening In America 


Body bags and FEMA mobile mortuaries are 
showing up in America. Welcome to Wuhan, 
Illinois! 


FEMA Caught Hiding Mobile Mortuaries South 
of Chicago On Farms 


Compliance Checks Begin In Nevada! Police 


Visit 113 Businesses, Suspend Violator's 
Licenses 


Daboo 77 is reporting that Las Vegas 
authorities are out around Clark County to 
enforce Gov. Steve's Sisolak's order for 
nonessential businesses to close their doors. 
Las Vegas police have visited 113 businesses 
with their compliance team, and 7 business 
licenses were suspended for stores or 
businesses that did not voluntarily close". 


The President of El Salvador Has Declared 
World III Has Begun 


A contact of mine, living in Mexico, has sent me 
tweets from the President of El Salvador, a 
newly converted ardent ally of the United 
States. Here is the communication followed by 
my comment. 


Sam Honnold Mar 23, 2020, 2:47 PM (2 days 
ago) 

to thecommonsenseshow@yahoo.com, davehodges 

@thecommonsenseshow.com, me 


Last night conservative President Nayib Bukele 
of El Salvador (an important security partner, 
who stated from the Oval Office that "President 
Trump is nice and cool") tweeted this ominous 
warning in English and Spanish. Today he 
tweeted video of a train load of military 
hardware (m109 self-propelled 155mm 
howitzers and m992 armored artillery 
replenishment tenders up front) with this 
caption "The US army is sending the resources 
to complete their quarantines..." He wants his 
congress to approve further security funding, 
and his military has already completely closed 
all borders. They are patrolling border areas 
and arresting quarantine violators. 


https://twitter.com/nayibbukele/status/1242 1795866 
80651781?s=19 


This is a very interesting communication from 
President Bukele. First, he declares he's closing 
the border. Second, he declares that World War 
Ill has begun and that seems to provide the 
motivation for closing the border. Third, the 
President announces he is arresting quarantine 
violators. What do tanks and artillery have to 
with fighting the Coronavirus(es)? The answer 
is, absolutely nothing. There are two agenda t 
work in El Salvador that relate to the United 
States. First, the President of El Salvador 
knows that a Red Dawn invasion is coming 
which is why is protecting his borders. He 
knows that he will be attacked because he has 
aligned his country with the United States. 
Please note that in his tweet he notes that he is 
using US military equipment. In other words, 
the American military is helping to prepare for 
this Red Dawn invasion. In other words, the 
military Knows that it is coming. 


Along these same lines, the COVID-19 virus 
continues to morph into different and more 
deadly strains. 


This article is work in progress as it is 
accumulating first-hand accounts from around 
the world which shows that most of the entire 
planet is under assault from bioweapons. 
Please note that | did not say, COVID- 

19! COVID-19 is not the kill shot and we are 
seeing the morphing of the original Coronavirus 
into more deadly pathogens. We are also 
witnessing the introduction of what seem to 
think is a new and more deadly pathogen. From 
the reports | am getting from around the world, 
it seems likely that there are several different 
bioweapons at work. Along these lines, it is 
noteworthy to repeat a series of statements 
made to me on several occasions that multiple 
Chinese nationals have been apprehended on 
California's southern border with Mexico. What 
the heck? Did these Chinese nations swim from 
China, or where they deposited in this Chinese 
puppet state of Mexico, so they could cross the 
border with bioweapons, perhaps the people 
themselves, with the intention of infecting 
America and spreading chaos across the 


nation? The number of apprehended CHICOMS 
has grown to over a 1,000. This is what 
American authorities have caught. One can 
only guess as to how many CHICOMS are now 
running free in California spreading mayhem 
from the bioweapon they carry or possess 
within their own bodies? 


Conclusion 


| am getting these kinds of reports from almost 
every continent. | am getting these reports from 
around the world. In a recent conversation | just 
had with Steve Quayle, It is clear that there is 
large military activity in the Baja of California as 
the CHICOM military is everywhere as Steve 
and myself have warned about for years, but 
the United States is not the only nation under 
attack, it is becoming obvious that the 
Globalists are making their final move. 
Biochemical genocide is coming as is a Red 
Dawn invasion 


There are presently over 1.5 billion on lockdown 
across the planet and we are just getting 
started. Humanity does not realize it yet, but 


every living human being is under attack. 
Depopulation is the goal and the planet is just 
sleeping through the crisis. | have been quite 
clear about my personal observations regarding 
Trump and Pence. | said their body language 
was not congruent to the situation. First, they 
appeared tired. Then | began to relaize it was 
more than fatigue that | was seeing. These two 
men are defeated and | no longer believe they 
are in control of what is going on. It is looking 
like, more and more, that a successful coup has 
been executed against the White House. 


This article was merely a broad brush 
describing a mythical modern-day Paul Revere 
riding through every town, city and village and 
he is yelling at the top of his lungs "the 
globalists are coming, the globalists are 
coming!" The globalists in part, are the 
CHICOMS and they are already here. 


In the next part of this series, we will take a tour 
of the world and demonstrate how complete this 
plot is to depopulate the world and militarily 
invade the United States. The next part will also 
describe why the leadership of the Democratic 


Party is so firmly behind this plot and what they 
have to gain from their treason. 


National Guard Chief: Don't Federalize Us To Fight 
Outbreak - Will Waste "Billions" 


a. 
by Tyler Durden 


Sat, 03/21/2020 - 11:35 


TwitterFacebookRedditEmailPrint 


Following Italy's declaration of martial law, and with 
some US states like California coming very close to it 
amid rumors the White House has plans to mobilize the 
military on a federal level, the National Guard Bureau 
chief is hitting back against discussions to activate the 
guard. 


National Guard Bureau Chief Gen. Joseph Lengyel told 
reporters at a Pentagon press briefing on Thursday that 
federalizing the National Guard to fight the Covid-19 
pandemic would ultimately prove illogical and 
inefficient, as it was designed fundamentally for a state 
and local response. 

This as President Trump mulls federal activation of the 
guard through Title 10. Gen. Lengyel acknowledged this 
is legally an option, yet would be imprudent. The general 
said it “would not make sense in this situation,” according 


to Air Force Magazine. 


National Guard Guard Bureau, General Joseph L. 
Lengyel, via Utah National Guard/Flickr 


“The best use of the National Guard 1s to use the National 
Guard for the unique authorities that it has, and that is to 
remain under the command and control of the networks in 
the states,” the National Guard general said. Another key 
argument was that it would essentially be “billions and 
billions of dollars” wasted. 


“There is no need right now to have 450,000 
Guardsmen on duty in any given state,” he argued. “As 
states need the National Guard to react to this kind of 
pandemic, governors have the authority to bring them on 
Active duty, as there are tasks and purpose for them to be 
used.” A federalized guard during this crisis would in 
reality result in “a lot of people won’t have things to do” 


under Title 10, given also the large numbers to be 
deployed. 

But the heart of his argument seemed to be this somewhat 
ambiguous prospect: 

Since Title 10 activation prohibits “military members in 
a law-enforcement capacity against the American,” a 
federal activation would inhibit troops’ ability to back- 
up state and local law enforcement during the crisis, 
Lengyel told reporters during a Pentagon press briefing. 
At this point at least 27 governors “have activated parts of 
their National Guard” - which according to Lengyel is a 
better approach in terms of scaling the military response 
according to the local situation, which differs from region 
to region. 


NEVER MISS THE NEWS THAT MATTERS MOST 


a ee Colorado 
guardsmen at a drive-through testing site outside the 
Denver Coliseum, via AP. 


With Georgia being the first to activate some 2,000 guard 
troops to respond to the crisis there, Gen. Lengyel said he 
expects “tens of thousands” to be activated in the coming 
days and weeks. 


It should be noted there's a further question of whether 
large-scale military mobilization on domestic soil would 
actually end up exacerbating the outbreak crisis: “Thus far, 
six members of the National Guard have tested positive 
for COVID-19,” Lengyel said. 


NATO Cancels Massive Military Exercise 'Defender Europe 
2020' Due To COVID-19 


a. 
by Tyler Durden 


Sat, 03/21/2020 - 07:00 
TwitterFacebookRedditEmai|Print 


Authored by Rod Renny via TheDuran.com, 

NATO?’s massive military exercise ‘Defender Europe 
2020’ has been effectively canceled over the covid-19 
pandemic. Instead of hype about Russia, perhaps the 
alliance should address the actual danger to Europe, 
analysts tell RT. 


=e 


The Pentagon had already deployed some 6,000 troops 
and 3,000 pieces of equipment to Europe by March 13, 
when the transfers were halted amid the rapid spread of 
the coronavirus. The decision to cancel the drills actually 
improved European security, since the risk of covid-19 
transmission among the troops — and from them to 
civilians — was unacceptably high, former US Marine 
Corps intelligence officer and international security 
commentator Scott Ritter told RT. 


Canceling the exercise was “the most prudent action 
possible” from the political standpoint, said Ritter, as 
the fallout from US troops infecting civilians with the 
coronavirus would have made future such exercises 
“problematic.” 

“The exercise was more political than practical, a show 
of force designed to deter Russian ‘aggression’ in the 


Baltics,” Ritter added. Poland and the Baltic states have 
clamored for a bigger NATO — mainly US — presence in 
their territory since 2014, hyping the threat of “Russian 
aggression” by pointing to the conflict in Ukraine. The 
US has happily obliged, even under the Trump 
administration, while NATO maintained its increased 
deployments on the Russian border were entirely 
defensive in nature. Needless to say, Moscow 1s not 
buying it. 

“There’s no actual military threat to Europe. Nobody is 
going to attack it,” Konstantin Sokolov, geopolitics 
expert and research fellow with Russia’s Academy of 
Natural Sciences, told RT. 

Political relations within NATO have been fraying for 
months, with unilateral actions in Syria by the US and 
Turkey prompting French President Emmanuel Macron to 
describe the alliance as “brain dead.” 


“The crisis of political relations between the US and its 
allies is getting worse in the current situation, which is 
aggravated by selfishness of all sides,” Sokolov told RT. 
The US and its European allies have been acting on their 
own to cope with the virus, shutting down borders and 
implementing strictly national policies. The main threat to 
Europe is the coronavirus, not Russia, says Vladimir 
Batyuk, a senior fellow at the Russian Institute for US and 
Canadian Studies. 


“In Italy alone, the virus has killed several hundred 
people. Russian military action didn’t hurt a single 
person from European NATO member states in the last 
three decades,” Batyuk told RT. There were 2,500 
recorded deaths from the coronavirus in Italy as of 
Tuesday. 

Rick Rozoff, peace activist at StopNato International, 
thinks it’s incredibly ironic that a virus seems to have 
derailed, however temporarily, NATO’s strategic priority 
to expand to the Russian border. 


NEVER MISS THE NEWS THAT MATTERS MOST 


“This is a tactical retreat, in the face of nature,” he told 
RT. 

“I’m going to have to assume that, if and when the 
coronavirus is brought under control, that we'll see the 
resumption of such military provocations, large-scale 
military exercises on Russia’s western border.” 


Rozoff pointed out that the Atlantic Council — the 
alliance’s massive think-tank and lobbying arm — had 
just called for an increased US troop presence in 
Europe under the pretext of fighting the 

coronavirus, same as they’ve done with anything from 
terrorism to climate change and women’s rights over the 
years. Some of those US troops may be more urgently 
needed at home, he added, as over 1,000 National Guard 


personnel have already been called up to help with the 
pandemic. 


au What is #DefenderEurope 20? 


DEPLOY largest force from 
U.S. to Europe in 25 years 
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Demonstrates the U.S. military’s ability to quickly deploy a large force 
to support NATO & respond to any crisis. 


WWW.EUR.ARMY.MIL/DEFENDEREUROPE 


‘Defender Europe 2020’ was supposed to be the largest 
NATO exercise in 25 years, encompassing smaller 
exercises that were scheduled to take place in Belgium, 
the Netherlands, Germany, Poland, Lithuania, Latvia and 
Estonia starting in April and continuing into May. 


Rockefeller Blueprint For Police State Triggered By 
Pandemic Exposed 


TOPICS: PandemicPolice StateRockefellerSpiro Skouras 


MARCH 22, 2020 


i: 


By Spiro Skouras 


Currently, the world is in the midst of a global 
health pandemic, or so we are told. We have 
been covering all of the events which have 
preceded the coronavirus outbreak that 
suggest we are not being told the entire story. 


This list includes Event 201, the coronavirus 
pandemic simulation which preceded the first 
reports of the outbreak by six weeks. 


The World Military Games held its opening 
ceremonies in Wuhan China, aka ground zero of 
the outbreak, on the same day as Event 201. 
Nearly 10k military athletes from 110 nations 
were all in Wuhan, just before the outbreak. 


We have also looked at how the CDC shut down 
Ft. Detrick, the epicenter of the US Biowarfare 
program just before the outbreak due to 
violations concerning leaks and contamination. 
Plus multiple connections to other existing 
programs related to the United Nations, Bill 
Gates and many others. 


Not to mention our extensive coverage 
exposing the plan to roll out a new digital 
financial system out of the ashes of this global 
emergency, which will likely be considered the 
biggest economic collapse in human history. 


In this exclusive interview, Spiro is joined by 
journalist Helen Buyniski to break down and 
discuss the Rockefeller Foundation sanctioned 


report which appears to be the script for not 
only Event 201, but everything we are seeing 
unfold right now concerning the outbreak itself, 
and the police state response. 


Links 


VIDEO: The “Lock Step” Simulation Scenario: “A 
Coronavirus-like Pandemic that Becomes Trigger for 
Police State Controls” 
https://www.globalresearch.ca/all-sectors-us- 
establishment-lock-step-deep-states-latest-bio- 
war/5702773 


Scenarios for the Future of Technology and 
International Development 
http://www.nommeraadio.ee/meedia/pdf/RRS/Rockefe 
ller%o20Foundation.pdf 


Helen Buyniski’s Website 
HelenofdesTroy.com 


In Sweeping Power Grab, DOJ Seeks Ability to Detain 
People Indefinitely Without Trial 
https://www.activistpost.com/2020/03/in-sweeping- 
power-grab-doj-seeks-ability-to-detain-people- 
indefinitely-without-trial.html 


The EARN IT Bill Is the Government’s Plan to Scan 
Every Message Online 
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2020/03/earn-it-bill- 
governments-not-so-secret-plan-scan-every-message- 
online 


Information Warfare: Operation 2020 Election 
https://www.activistpost.com/2019/12/information- 
warfare-operation-2020-election.html 


Did Bill Gates & World Economic Forum Predict 
Coronavirus Outbreak? An Inside Look May Shock 
You! 
https://www.activistpost.com/2020/01/did-bill-gates- 
world-economic-forum-predict-coronavirus-outbreak- 
an-inside-look-may-shock-you.html 


Nearly 10k Military Personnel From 110 Nations In 
Wuhan China Weeks Before Coronavirus Outbreak! 
https://www.activistpost.com/2020/02/nearly-10k- 
military-personnel-from-110-nations-in-wuhan-china- 
weeks-before-coronavirus-outbreak.html 


Multiple Nations Suggest Coronavirus Originated in 
America! Is This Possible? 
https://www.activistpost.com/2020/03/multiple- 
nations-suggest-coronavirus-originated-in-america-is- 
this-possible.html 


US Warship Transits Taiwan Strait As Virus Blame-Game 
Escalates 


£. 
by Tyler Durden 
Fri, 03/27/2020 - 01:00 


The Wall Street Journal's Jacky Wong pretty much sums 
it up: "World War 3 during a pandemic wasn't something 
l expected.” 


World War 3 during a pandemic wasn’t something I 


expected https://t.co/DanPluaFlr 
— Jacky Wong (@jackycwong) March 26, 2020 


A US warship transited through the Taiwan Strait on 
Wednesday, angering Beijing as both countries are 
fighting wars of their own against COVID-19 and 
escalating the blame-game for exactly who is ultimately 
responsible for the spread of the deadly virus. 


The US Pacific Fleet tweeted that the Arleigh Burke-class 
guided-missile destroyer, USS McCampbell (DDG 85), 
conducted operations through the Taiwan Strait on 
Wednesday. 


#USNavy Sailors stand watch 

aboard #USSMcCampbell as the forward- 

deployed @US7thFleet guided-missile destroyer transits 
the Taiwan Strait on 


Wednesday. #1DDG85 #NavyReadiness pic.twitter.com/cej 
XV4Ghj3 

— U.S. Pacific Fleet (QUSPacificFleet) March 25, 2020 
Taiwan's armed forces said in a statement that the US 
warship sailed through the region on an "ordinary 
mission," indicating that there was no need for alarm, 
reported Reuters. 

The transit comes at a time when President Trump has 
repeatedly called COVID-19, the "Chinese virus," as 
social distancing and mass quarantines have led to the 
collapse of not just China's economy but a depression that 
will likely unfold in the US in the second quarter. 
Anthony Junco, a spokesman for the US Seventh Fleet, 
said the USS McCampbell conducted "a routine Taiwan 
Strait transit on March 25 (local time) in accordance with 
international law." 


"The ship's transit through the Taiwan Strait 
demonstrates the US commitment to a free and open Indo- 
Pacific. The US Navy will continue to fly, sail and operate 
anywhere international law allows," Junco said. 


The cross-Strait relations between China and Taiwan 
could be heating up again. China slammed the US on 
Thursday for its latest stunt in the region. 

Ren Guogiang, the spokesperson for the Chinese Ministry 
of National Defense, said the "US's recent actions 
concerning Taiwan, such as dispatching warships across 


the Taiwan Strait and passing of the TAIPEI Act, were 
tantamount to interference in China's internal affairs and 
undermined cross-strait peace and stability." 


"The Chinese armed forces have firm will, full confidence 
and sufficient capability to thwart any form of separatist 
acts and will take all necessary measures to safeguard 
national sovereignty and territorial integrity," Guogiang 
said. 


We noted back in November that if China's economy 
were to crash for any reason, then the threat of war 
between China and Taiwan would increase. 


Attacking Taiwan by S ea 
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SOURCE: THE CHINESE INVASION THREAT: TAIWAN'S DEFENSE AND 
AMERICAN STRATEGY IN ASIA, BY IAN EASTON WITH MAPS BY PAUL HUANG; BASEMAP: CARTO 


So what happens next? China's economy crashed, the world is 
swamped in a pandemic, Trump is increasingly calling COVID- 
19, the "Chinese flu," is the next move military conflict? 

13 Reasons To Fear The Coming COVID World Order 


&. 


by Tyler Durden 
Fri, 03/27/2020 - 23:25 


Authored by Andrew Korybko via One World Press, 

COVID-19 has fundamentally changed life as we know it, and 
it’s more than likely that our future will be a dystopian 

one given how various governments have already responded to 
this viral outbreak. 


The skeptics among us are fearful that this whole pandemic is 
overblown and being exploited as a smokescreen for stealing our 
freedoms, and while their attitude towards this disease is 
questionable (and quite possibly dangerous), their suspicion 
about a government takeover of society is warranted. 


Never before have governments had so much power over the 
people, though in these emergency conditions, that might not 
be an entirely bad thing for the time being seeing as how it 
could very well be necessary for our survival. 


The problem, however, is that these newly assumed powers 
probably won’t be voluntarily surrendered after this epidemic 
ends, which is why many people are so concerned. They’re 
convinced that we’ve suddenly entered a period of global 
dictatorship, and it’s difficult to argue with them. 


So much else is also changing as well, and it’s hard to keep up 
with the “COVID World Order” that’s been thrust upon 

us, but what follows is an attempt to briefly describe everything 
that’s already taken place and predict what will probably follow: 
1. DE-FACTO MARTIAL LAW... 


There’s no other way to describe both the “recommended” and 
mandatory quarantines that many in the world are experiencing 
than to call them what they are, a state of de-facto martial law, 
which isn’t being formally declared in order to not provoke any 
more panic than there already is. 


2....1S THE “NEW NORMAL” 


Now that de-facto martial law of a seemingly indefinite period 
has been accepted by the people (whether willingly or 
begrudgingly), itll probably become the “new normal” and be 
implemented countless times in the future, be it as an 
“overabundance of caution” in the event of another outbreak or 
under any other pretext. 


3. SOCIAL MEDIA CENSORSHIP WILL INTENSIFY 


“Big Brother” is already here, but he’s going to become a bigger 
bully than ever before by intensifying his censorship of people’s 


social media posts on the basis that they’re “socially 
irresponsible” (e.g. questioning the seriousness of this disease), 
after which the “politically incorrect” net will widen to 
encompass other topics too. 


4. TRAVEL WILL NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN 


Domestic and international travel will never be the same again, 
with internal restrictions on movement likely becoming 
commonplace and most foreign guests being required to self- 
quarantine for a period of time except in special circumstances, 
thus all but killing the global tourism industry. 


5. BORDER CONTROL WILL BECOME MORE ROBUST 


Gone are the days of so-called “open borders” where anyone can 
freely move between jurisdictions at will (whether legally or 
otherwise), with more stringent controls being put into place to 
protect the local population from outsiders (including their own 
compatriots from elsewhere in the country). 


6. MANDATORY VACCINES ARE COMING 


For whatever one thinks about vaccines, there’s probably no 
way to stop them from becoming mandatory after the COVID- 
19 pandemic, with it being predicted that people will have to 
prove that they’ve been vaccinated in order to do anything at all 
such as study, work, travel, and receive government benefits. 


7. REMOTE LEARNING & WORKING WILL INCREASE 


With so many people stuck at home and unable to leave except 
to purchase essential goods in most cases, it’s predictable that 
remote learning and working (the latter which will of course be 
for those whose jobs allow them to do so) will pick up in the 
coming future as society gets used to this way of doing things. 


8. 5G IS INEVITABLE 


The massive surge of online traffic from folks who are learning, 
working, or simply entertaining themselves online will 
necessitate the rapid roll-out of SG technology despite what 
some people suspect are its serious health concerns. 


9. SOCIETY DEPENDS ON JUST A FEW JOBS TO 
FUNCTION 


The “new normal” of de-facto martial law has made many 
people realize that society really just depends on a few jobs in 
order to continue functioning at the bare minimum, with these 
being techies, grocery store and pharmacy employees, bank 
clerks, healthcare professionals, food service workers, farmers, 
and truckers. 


10. NATIONALIZATION MIGHT BE IMMINENT 


For better or for worse, governments across the world might go 
on a nationalization spree in order to take control of what they 
regard as “essential industries” (though whether some of them 
truly are or not is another story), which could lead to the 
informal imposition of either socialist or fascist economic 
models. 


11. “UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME” 


Given the scale and scope of the global economic collapse that 
was catalyzed by the world’s uncoordinated response to 
COVID-19, it’s foreseeable that governments will unveil what’s 
been described as a “universal basic income” in order to ensure 
that their people can continue to at least purchase basic goods 
and services. 


12. MANDATORY MEDICAL TRAINING IN 
EXCHANGE FOR GOVERNMENT BENEFITS 


Medical training is arguably more important than military 
service nowadays, so the state will probably make it mandatory 
in schools from here on out and for anyone who wants to receive 
government benefits, thereby enabling the government to draft 
them in the future whenever there’s a dearth of healthcare 
professionals. 


13. SAY GOODBYE TO CASH 


The cashless society is coming, whether justified by the (real, 
false, or exaggerated) fear that lethal viruses can be spread by 
paper currency or as the government’s preferred method of 
dispersing its “universal basic income”, meaning that the 
authorities can cut folks off from their funds at any time that 
they want to. 


* ok OK 


There’s no guarantee that everything that was described above 
will come to pass, but there’s certainly a high likelihood that at 
least some of it will transpire with time, though it’ll remain to 
be seen how sustainable these socio-economic and political 
changes are and whether or not they can ever be reversed. 


Suspending The Constitution: Police State Uses Crises To 
Expand Its Lockdown Powers 


&. 


by Tyler Durden 
Sat, 03/28/2020 - 00:05 


Authored by John Whitehead via The Rutherford Institute, 

“That was when they suspended the Constitution. They said it 
would be temporary. There wasn’t even any rioting in the streets. 
People stayed home at night, watching television, looking for 
some direction. There wasn’t even an enemy you could put your 
finger on.” — Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale 
You can always count on the government to take advantage 
of a crisis, legitimate or manufactured. 


This coronavirus pandemic ts no exception. 


Not only are the federal and state governments unraveling the 
constitutional fabric of the nation with lockdown mandates that 
are sending the economy into a tailspin and wreaking havoc with 
our liberties, but they are also rendering the citizenry fully 
dependent on the government for financial handouts, medical 
intervention, protection and sustenance. 


Unless we find some way to rein in the government’s power 
grabs, the fall-out will be epic. 


Everything I have warned about for years—government 
overreach, invasive surveillance, martial law, abuse of 
powers, militarized police, weaponized technology used to 
track and control the citizenry, and so on—has coalesced 
into this present moment. 


The government’s shameless exploitation of past national 
emergencies for its own nefarious purposes pales in comparison 
to what is presently unfolding. 


It’s downright Machiavellian. 

Deploying the same strategy it used with 9/11 to acquire greater 
powers under the USA Patriot Act, the police state—a.k.a. the 
shadow government, a.k.a. the Deep State—has been 
anticipating this moment for years, quietly assembling a wish 
list of lockdown powers that could be trotted out and approved 
at a moment’s notice. 


It should surprise no one, then, that the Trump 
Administration has asked Congress to allow it to suspend 
parts of the Constitution whenever it deems it necessary 
during this coronavirus pandemic and “other” emergencies. 
It’s that “other” emergencies part that should particularly give 
you pause, if not spur you to immediate action (by action, I 
mean a loud and vocal, apolitical, nonpartisan outcry and 
sustained, apolitical, nonpartisan resistance). 

In fact, the Department of Justice (DOJ) has been quietly 
trotting out and testing a long laundry list of terrifying powers 
that override the Constitution. 


We’re talking about lockdown powers (at both the federal 
and state level): the ability to suspend the Constitution, 


indefinitely detain American citizens, bypass the courts, 


quarantine whole communities or segments of the population, 
override the First Amendment by outlawing religious gatherings 
and assemblies of more than a few people, shut down entire 
industries and manipulate the economy, muzzle dissidents, “stop 
and seize any plane, train or automobile to stymie the spread of 
contagious disease,” reshape financial markets, create a digital 
currency (and thus further restrict the use of cash), determine 
who should live or die... 


You're getting the picture now, right? 


These are powers the police state would desperately like to make 
permanent. 


Specifically, the DOJ wants to be able to indefinitely detain 
American citizens without trial. The DOJ also wants to be able 


to pause court proceedings and suspend the statute of limitations 
on criminal and civil cases. 

Both signify a clear violation of every right espoused in the 
Constitution, including habeas corpus. 


Habeas corpus, a fundamental tenet of English common law that 
guards against arbitrary and lawless state action, does not appear 
anywhere in the Bill of Rights. Its importance was such that it 
was enshrined in the Constitution itself. And it is of such 
magnitude that all other rights, including those in the Bill of 
Rights, are dependent upon it. Without habeas corpus, the 
significance of all other rights crumbles. 


The right of habeas corpus was important to the Framers of the 
Constitution because they knew from personal experience what 
it was like to be labeled enemy combatants, imprisoned 
indefinitely and not given the opportunity to appear before a 
neutral judge. Believing that such arbitrary imprisonment is “in 


all ages, the favorite and most formidable instrument of 
tyranny,” the Founders were all the more determined to protect 
Americans from such government abuses. 


Translated as “you should have the body,” habeas corpus is a 
legal action, or writ, by which those imprisoned unlawfully can 
seek relief from their imprisonment. Derived from English 
common law, habeas corpus first appeared in the Magna Carta 
of 1215 and is the oldest human right in the history of English- 
speaking civilization. The doctrine of habeas corpus stems from 
the requirement that a government must either charge a person 
or let him go free. 


While serving as President, Thomas Jefferson addressed the 
essential necessity of habeas corpus. In his first inaugural 
address on March 4, 1801, Jefferson said, “I know, indeed, that 
some honest men fear that a republican government cannot be 
strong; that this government is not strong enough.” But, said 
Jefferson, our nation was “the world’s best hope” and, because 
of our strong commitment to democracy, “the strongest 
government on earth.” Jefferson said that the sum of this basic 
belief was found in the “freedom of person under the protection 
of the habeas corpus; and trial by juries impartially selected. 
These principles form the bright constellation which has gone 
before us, and guided our steps through an age of revolution and 
reformation.” 


Throughout the twentieth century, the importance of the 
right of habeas corpus has repeatedly been confirmed by the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Yet 200-plus years after America’s 
founders risked their lives to secure their freedoms, we find 
ourselves right back where we started, with a government 
determined to strip us of every vestige of our freedoms. 


The DOJ’s latest request to Congress is merely a signal that the 
police state is ready to step out of the shadows, with the current 
national emergency being a convenient cover for their dastardly 
deeds. 


Bear in mind, however, that these powers the Trump 
Administration, acting on orders from the police state, 

are officially asking Congress to recognize and authorize 
barely scratch the surface of the far-reaching powers the 
government has already unilaterally claimed for itself. 
Unofficially, the police state has been riding roughshod over the 
rule of law for years now without any pretense of being reined in 
or restricted in its power grabs by Congress, the courts or the 
citizenry. 

As David C. Unger, observes in The Emergency State: 
America’s Pursuit of Absolute Security at All Costs: 

“For seven decades we have been yielding our most basic 
liberties to a secretive, unaccountable emergency state — a vast 
but increasingly misdirected complex of national security 
institutions, reflexes, and beliefs that so define our present world 
that we forget that there was ever a different America. ... Life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness have given way to 
permanent crisis management: to policing the planet and 
fighting preventative wars of ideological containment, usually 
on terrain chosen by, and favorable to, our enemies. Limited 
government and constitutional accountability have been 
shouldered aside by the kind of imperial presidency our 
constitutional system was explicitly designed to prevent.” 

This rise of an “emergency state” that justifies all manner of 
government tyranny in the so-called name of national 
security is all happening according to schedule. 


The civil unrest, the national emergencies, “unforeseen 
economic collapse, loss of functioning political and legal order, 
purposeful domestic resistance or insurgency, pervasive public 
health emergencies, and catastrophic natural and human 
disasters,” the government’s reliance on the armed forces to 
solve domestic political and social problems, the implicit 
declaration of martial law packaged as a well-meaning and 
overriding concern for the nation’s security: the powers-that-be 
have been planning and preparing for such a crisis for years now, 
not just with active shooter drills and lockdowns and 
checkpoints and heightened danger alerts, but with a sensory 
overload of militarized, battlefield 1images—in video games, in 
movies, on the news—that acclimate us to life in a police state. 
Whether or not this particular crisis is of the government’s 
own making is not the point: to those for whom power and 
profit are everything, the end always justifies the means. 
The seeds of this present madness were sown several decades 
ago when George W. Bush stealthily issued two presidential 
directives that granted the president the power to unilaterally 
declare a national emergency, which is loosely defined as “any 


incident, regardless of location, that results in extraordinary 
levels of mass casualties, damage, or disruption severely 
affecting the U.S. population, infrastructure, environment, 
economy, or government functions.“ 

Comprising the country’s Continuity of Government (COG) 
plan, these directives (National Security Presidential Directive 


51 and Homeland Security Presidential Directive 20), which do 
not need congressional approval, provide a skeletal outline of 


the actions the president will take in the event of a “national 
emergency.” 


Mind you, that national emergency can take any form, can be 
manipulated for any purpose and can be used to justify any end 
goal—all on the say so of the president. 


Just what sort of actions the president will take once he 
declares a national emergency can barely be discerned from 
the barebones directives. However, one thing is clear: in the 
event of a national emergency, the president will become a 
dictator because while the COG directives ensure the 
continuity of executive branch functions, they do not provide 
for repopulating or reconvening Congress or the Supreme 
Court. 


Thus, a debilitating attack would give unchecked executive, 
legislative and judicial power to the executive branch and its 
unelected minions. The country would then be subjected to 
martial law by default, and the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights would be suspended. 


Originally devised as a plan for quickly restoring constitutional 
government, the COG concept arose during the Cold War. The 
fear was that a nuclear strike would paralyze the federal 
government. 


These concerns continued into the 1980s. 


Under President Ronald Reagan, an elaborate plan was created 
in which three teams consisting of a cabinet member, an 
executive chief of staff and military and intelligence officials 
would practice evacuating and directing a counter nuclear strike 
against the Soviet Union from a variety of high-tech, mobile 
command vehicles. If the president and vice president were both 
killed, one of these teams would take control, with the ranking 
cabinet official serving as president. 


Among those Reagan handpicked to advise an inexperienced 
and potentially incompetent successor in a time of crisis were 
Congressman Dick Cheney and Donald Rumsfeld, then a 
business executive with G. D. Searle & Co. At least once a year 
during the 1980s, Cheney and Rumsfeld vanished on top-secret 
training missions, where each of the teams practiced evacuating 
and directing a counter nuclear strike against Russia. 


This all changed after the attacks of September 11, 2001, when 
it became clear that the assumptions that drove COG planning 
during the Cold War no longer applied: there would be no 
warning against a so-called “terrorist” attack. Thus, instead of 
relying on part-time bureaucrats and evacuation schematics, the 
Bush administration permanently appointed executive officials, 
stationed outside the capital, to run a shadow government. 


The U.S. military has reportedly already been given standby 
orders under COG for this present coronavirus pandemic. 


The plans for the shadow government administered by those 
who run the Deep State are more elaborate than many realize. 
Massive underground bunkers the size of small cities are 
sprinkled throughout the country for the government elite to 
escape to in the event of a national emergency. Mount Weather, 
near Bluemont, Va., is one of a number of such facilities. Built 
into the side of a mountain, this bunker contains, among other 
things, a hospital, crematorium, dining and recreation areas, 
sleeping quarters, reservoirs of drinking and cooling water, an 
emergency power plant and a radio/television studio. 


There is also an Office of the Presidency at Mount Weather, 
which regularly receives top-secret national security information 
from all the federal departments and agencies. This facility was 


largely unknown to everyone, including Congress, until it came 
to light in the mid-1970s. Military personnel connected to the 
bunker have refused to reveal any information about it, even 
before congressional committees. In fact, Congress has no 
oversight, budgetary or otherwise, on Mount Weather, and the 
specifics of the facility remain top-secret. 


What is the bottom line here? 


We are, for all intents and purposes, one crisis away from 
having a full-fledged authoritarian state emerge from the 
shadows, at which time democratic government will be 
dissolved and the country will be ruled by an unelected 
bureaucracy. 


This is exactly the kind of mischief that Thomas Jefferson 
warned against when he cautioned, “In questions of power, then, 
let no more be heard of confidence in man, but bind him down 
from mischief by the chains of the Constitution.” 


Power corrupts. 

Absolute power corrupts absolutely. 

Thus far, we have at least pretended that the government abides 
by the Constitution. 


Those who wrote our Constitution sought to ensure our 
freedoms by creating a document that protects our God-given 
rights at all times, even when we are engaged in war, whether 
that is a so-called war on terrorism, a so-called war on drugs, a 
so-called war on illegal immigration, or a so-called war on 
disease. 


The attempts by each successive presidential administration to 
rule by fiat merely plays into the hands of those who would 


distort the government’s system of checks and balances and its 
constitutional separation of powers beyond all recognition. 


Remember, these powers do not expire at the end of a 
president’s term. They remain on the books, just waiting to be 
used or abused by the next political demagogue. 


So, too, every action taken by Trump and his predecessors to 
weaken the system of checks and balances, sidestep the rule 
of law, and expand the power of the executive branch of 
government has made us that much more vulnerable to 
those who would abuse those powers in the future. 


Although the Constitution invests the President with very 
specific, limited powers, in recent years, American presidents 
(Trump, Obama, Bush, Clinton, etc.) have claimed the power to 
completely and almost unilaterally alter the landscape of this 
country for good or for ill. 


The Trump Administration’s willingness to circumvent the 
Constitution by leaning heavily on the president’s so-called 
emergency powers constitutes a gross perversion of what limited 
power the Constitution affords the executive branch. 


The powers amassed by each successive president through the 
negligence of Congress and the courts—powers which add up to 
a toolbox of terror for an imperial ruler—empower whomever 
occupies the Oval Office to act as a dictator, above the law and 
beyond any real accountability. 


As law professor William P. Marshall explains, “every 


extraordinary use of power by one President expands the 
availability of executive branch power for use by future 


Presidents.” Moreover, it doesn’t even matter whether other 
presidents have chosen not to take advantage of any particular 


power, because “it is a President’s action in using power, rather 
than forsaking its use, that has the precedential significance.” 

In other words, each successive president continues to add to his 
office’s list of extraordinary orders and directives, expanding the 
reach and power of the presidency and granting him- or herself 
near dictatorial powers. 

This abuse of presidential powers has been going on for so long 
that it has become the norm, the Constitution be damned. 


We no longer have a system of checks and balances. 


“The system of checks and balances that the Framers 
envisioned now lacks effective checks and ts no longer in 
balance,” concludes Marshall. 

“The implications of this are serious. The Framers designed a 
system of separation of powers to combat government excess 
and abuse and to curb incompetence. They also believed that, in 
the absence of an effective separation-of-powers structure, such 
ills would inevitably follow. Unfortunately, however, power 
once taken is not easily surrendered.” 

All of the imperial powers amassed by Barack Obama and 
George W. Bush and now Trump—to kill American citizens 
without due process, to detain suspects (including American 
citizens) indefinitely, to strip Americans of their citizenship 
rights, to carry out mass surveillance on Americans without 
probable cause, to wage wars without congressional 
authorization, to suspend laws during wartime, to disregard laws 
with which he might disagree, to conduct secret wars and 
convene secret courts, to sanction torture, to sidestep the 
legislatures and courts with executive orders and signing 
statements, to direct the military to operate beyond the reach of 
the law, to establish a standing army on American soil, to 


operate a shadow government, to declare national emergencies 
for any manipulated reason, and to act as a dictator and a tyrant, 
above the law and beyond any real accountability—have 
become a permanent part of the president’s toolbox of terror. 
These presidential powers—acquired through the use 


of executive orders, decrees, memorandums, proclamations, 
national security directives and legislative signing 


statements and which can be activated by any sitting president— 
enable past, president and future presidents to operate above the 
law and beyond the reach of the Constitution. 

Think on this: the presidential election is right around the 
corner. 


Suddenly, the improbable possibility of any incumbent president 
attempting to extend the police state’s stranglehold on power by 
using current events to justify postponing or doing away with an 
election—forfeiting the people’s rights to govern altogether— 
and establishing a totalitarian regime seems less far-fetched than 
it did even a few years ago. 


The emergency state is now out in the open for all to see. 
Unfortunately, “we the people” refuse to see what’s before us. 
Most Americans, fearful and easily controlled, would sooner 
rouse themselves to fight for that last roll of toilet paper than 
they would their own freedoms. 


This is how freedom dies. 
We erect our own prison walls, and as our rights dwindle away, 
we forge our own chains of servitude to the police state. 


Be warned, however: once you surrender your freedoms to the 
government—no matter how compelling the reason might be for 
doing so—you can never get them back. 


As I make clear in my book Battlefield America: The War on the 
American People, no government willingly relinquishes 
power. 

If we continue down this road, there can be no surprise about 
what awaits us at the end. 


The America metamorphosing before our eyes is almost 
unrecognizable from the country I grew up in, and that’s not 
just tragic—it’s downright terrifying. 


Failed Alliances and the Globalist Three-Pronged Attack 
on America 

Submitted by Dave Hodges on Thursday, April 2, 2020 - 
16:59. 


Many of my colleagues have come to very similar 
conclusions. The United States is under attack and it is a 
three-pronged attack. These three areas consists of the 
following: 


1. The Coronavirus is wreaking havoc with the 
economy. The intent is to inhibit the peacetime to 
wartime conversion of our resources (eg auto 
manufacturers to tanks). 

2. The TET offensive of simultaneous and continuous 
domestic terrorism, including bio and chemical 
attacks as well as mass public shootings. This is why 
Trump has let Democratic mayors so severely limit 
public exposure with ridiculous shelter in place 
policies in blue cities. 

3. A Red Dawn invasion spurred by UN and globalist 
banking interests which will be launched when 
America is sufficiently . 


President Trump has tried repeatedly tried to align with 
the Presidents of China and Russia against the globalists. 


Each country has its own Deep State which blocks, to 
some degree the effectiveness of the efforts to align 
against the old Rothschild empire and their minion forces 
which is headquartered within the European Union. And 
as it turned out French President Macron and Canadian 
leader, Trudeau, have been spearheading an effort to 
take down any partnerships between countries with 
nation interests. Here is what | discovered in early 2019. 


As Merkel decries the nation-state, France’s President 
Emmanuel Macron hammers Trump-inspired 
“nationalism” in the U.S. and beyond. “Europe” — not 
European nations — “must be stronger...and win more 
sovereignty,” Macron has claimed. EU members must 
give up their national overweight to Brussels as it 
pertains to “foreign affairs, migration, and 
development,” as well as “an increasing part of our 
budgets and even fiscal resources.” The globalist’s drive 
for a Euro-superstate is in full swing. 

Putin and Trump, as previously stated here on the CSS, 
would very much like to establish a solid military alliance 
against the NWO. Conversely, French President Macron 
has repeatedly criticized both Trump and Putin for being 
nationalists. In fact, Macron has called for the creation of 
an European army to oppose Russian, China and the 
United States. The sides are being drawn into a future 
war between nationalists and globalists. The globalists 
are determined and desperate to keep the US and Russia 
apart. With the unleashing of the virus, that was has 
commenced in earnest. 


This is the reason behind Mueller's Russian-collusion- 
delusion. It is the reason that underlies Macron's call for 
a European army. 


First, we must ask the question: is America friend or foe 
to China? The accuracy of your answer depends solely on 
your perspective.In early 2019, | wrote the following, it 
has now come to fruition: 


French leader Macron stated that a EU Army is needed 
to combat the nationalist desires of Russia, China and 
the Americans. On one hand, this makes the three 
super-powers de facto allies. However, the wild card 
here is whether Trump can control his administration. 
The same is said for the leader of China, who Trump’s 
intelligence save him from a Deep State coup almost two 
years ago. If you look at China as being schizophrenic, 
first they make a pro-peace positive move only to 
undermine with another war-mongering move by China 
or by it ally in North Korea, now you know. Both Paul 
Preston and myself have independently come across 
information that demonstrates that China is partly under 
the control of the globalist-controlled Deep State and 
partly under control of the President China. Even the CCP 
is divided as is the military. China is ripe for a major civil 
war, however, the globalists are trying to hold China 
together as they attempt to dismantle Russia and the 
United States. | have learned that at least some of our 
intelligence sources believes that the embedded CHICOM 
forces in America and Mexico are now under the control 


of the Chinese Deep State and this makes the three 
pronged attack against America very volatile and 
unpredictable. 


| have also learned that China’s Deep State has a face to 
it, just America does. In the US, Schumer, Pelosi, 
Feinstein, Schiff, etc., form the operation entity that is 
bringing a Bolshevik Revolution to America. That is the 
face of our Deep State. In China, it is Wei Fenghe, the 
Defense Minister. He has gone rogue and is untouchable. 
Fenghe was the official, in a soeech to the CCP last year 
who made a speech calling for bio-warfare against the 
United States. He advocates for the use of race-specific 
(white European) bioweapons to greatly lessen the 
population of the United States prior to invasion. China, 
he says, can only survive with our resources. | wrote a 
five part series last July based on a leaked transcript of 
his speech. To say that China is in a highly volatile 
positionn would be an extreme understatement. The 
Deep State is in China is desperate because their globalist 
master are very desperate. Everyone is in an extreme 
struggle for survival, including you, whether you realize it 
or not. 


Macron’s comments about going after Russia, China and 
the US are very revealing about the emerging war 


between the nationalists and the globalists and their 
proxy forces. From an American perspective, | would say 
the following: 


EVERYTHING THAT IS HAPPENING AT THE BORDER, AS 
WELL AS THE FUTURE RED DAWN INVASION 
EMANATING FROM CENTRAL AMERICA INVOLVES FOUR 
GROUPS: (1) THE UNITED NATIONS; (2) GEORGE SOROS 
AND THE GLOBALISTS WHO ARE FUNDING THE 
MIGRANT INVASION (3) CHINESE CONTROL OF THE 
VARIOUS BORDER FACTIONS INCLUDING THE DRUG 
CARTELS AND THEIR MIDDLE EAST TERRORIST 
PARTNERS; (4) KEY MEMBERS OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY WHO INCLUDE, BUT ARE LIMITED TO KAMALA 
HARRIS, DIANE FEINSTEIN, CHUCK SCHUMER, FORMER 
PRESIDENT OBAMA, NANCY PELOSI, ERIC HOLDER, 
COREY BOOKER, JOE BIDEN, THE SO-CALLED SQUAD 
HEADED BY AOC, BERNIE SANDERS, THE "JUSTICE 
DEMOCRATS" AND MOST OF ALL HILLARY CLINTON AND 
THE CLINTON FOUNDATION. THEY WANT WORLD WAR 
Ill AND THEY WANT TO BE AT THE VANGUARD OF THE 
DESTRUCTION OF AMERICA AND THE USHERING IN OF 
THE NEW WORLD ORDER. 


In Surprise Tweet, Trump Warns 'Iran Sneak Attack' 
Coming - Tehran To Pay "Very Heavy Price" 


a 
wy 


ct z 


by Tyler Durden 


Wed, 04/01/2020 - 13:45 


For the US administration it appears now is as good a 
time as any to start a major proxy war with Iran inside 
Iraq. 


Or perhaps the distraction of yet another Middle East war 
is just what the deeter neocons ordered at a moment the 
United States and the world for that matter faces its 
biggest crisis since World War II in the form of the 
expanding deadly pandemic. 


Wednesday afternoon the president tweeted out this 
stunner: "Upon information and belief, Iran or its proxies 
are planning a sneak attack on U.S. troops and/or assets in 
Iraq. If this happens, Iran will pay a very heavy price, 
indeed!" 


Upon information and belief, Iran or its proxies are 
planning a sneak attack on U.S. troops and/or assets in 
Iraq. If this happens, Iran will pay a very heavy price, 
indeed! 


— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) April 1, 2020 


For most, the events of January which almost took the US 
to war with Iran after the assassination of IRGC Quds 


Forces General Qassim Soleimani, likely feels light-years 
away into the distant past. 


But here we are again, with Trump suddenly threatening 
"Iran will pay a very heavy price" — clearly a threat of 
military strike. This after Pompeo and his gang of 
neocons and the State Department and Treasury have 
already ratcheted up sanctions further on the corona virus- 
ravaged Islamic Republic. 


This also comes after last Friday the Pentagon was been 
ordered by Secretary of State Pompeo to begin planning 
to wipe out certain Iraqi militias which they believe 
are Iranian proxies, especially the large Kataib 
Hezbollah Shia militia. 


US Patriot 


missiles in Iraq, via AFP. 


However, the administration reportedly remains divided, 
given it would require an influx of thousands more 
American troops in Iraq, at a moment the Department of 


Defense is barely able to get a handle on containing the 
coronavirus outbreak in its ranks, which it should be 
noted has lately taken out a whole nuclear aircraft carrier. 


The dollar extended gains to session highs immediately 
following the provocative tweet, with the Bloomberg 
dollar index climbing up as much as 0.9% on the day, 
reports Bloomberg. 


The Common Sense Show is dedicated to peaceful, non- 
violent social and political change. 


Breadcrumbs 


The President of El Salvador Was Correct: World 
War III Has Begun 


Submitted by Dave Hodges on Wednesday, April 1, 2020 
- 14:38. 


Two days ago, | was sitting on my porch talking to 
one of my neighbors. The discussion was not about 
the coronavirus, it was about war and defending our 
area. We are relatively remote, more than 6 miles off 
the beaten path and our access road does not have 
an outlet. Most of our neighbors, because we are 20 
miles away from the nearest grocery store, shop in 
bulk. Therefore, most people, out of necessity and 
geography are well stocked and everyone | know Is 
well-armed. 


Our discussion centered around two things: (1) How 
to deal with unprepared neighbors; and, (2) World 
War Ill. We discussed in detail the fact that if the 
CHICOMS come to our spread-out and rural 
neighborhood, it is a fight to the death because 
neither side can afford to take prisoners. 


The obvious question is: How do we know war is 
coming? Because | grew up and around military 
bases and through my extensive conversations with 
my father and later, with experts, | have become 
sensitized to the signs of war. Here are a couple of 
anecdotal examples derived from personal 
observations. 


1. The people west of Luke AFB, last Sunday, 
reported anywhere from 50-100 major troops 
carrier helicopters landing late at night. There 


NO 


could be as many 1500 to 3000 troops at Luke. 
They are there to defend the base. Why? 
Because Arizona Is on the southern border, we 
are in what will be the next battlefield. Why 
were these troops brought in late at night? 
Simple, to avoid alerting the masses. 


.When | was on the porch on my neighbor and 


we were discussing community defense, we 
watched the F-35’s fly overhead and their 
massive engines interrupted and delayed our 
conversations. The air traffic, in the past 3 
weeks has increased by at least five-fold and 
there has a been a distinct change in how often 
they are flying and how they are flying. Eight 
miles away from house, the F-16’s, then the F- 
35's fly directly over my house on their way to 
an ILS instrument approach over an abandoned 
auxiliary field called AUX One. The flights are 
single file and only occur, intermittently over 
small span of time. Three weeks ago, the 
planes started flying around 8AM until after dark, 
which they are not supposed to be doing. How 
they fly has dramatically changed. As my 
neighbor was sitting on my porch, one single 
plane flew over my house. | told my neighbor, 
that 8 minutes later, we would see 2 planes in 
the next air lane, several miles to the north. 
Right on time, the pair of F-35’s appeared. | told 


him the 8 minutes later 4 planes would appear 
in the next land, followed by 1 plane in the most 
outer of the lanes. The single planes were flying 
ILS. The next lane was a strafing run. The next 
lane was practice for a missile run on a ground 
target and the outer lane was another ILS. It is 
the same pattern, day after day. Why am | 
sensitized to this? Because, the last time we 
went into lrag, | saw the same pattern with F- 
16’s as this was in advance of operationalizing 
the F-35. We are in war mode, at least as far as 
training is concerned. 

3.| have a multitude of videos showing massive 
movement of armor into the Southwest. 

4.| have a multitude of communications from 
personnel who are part of the mobilization. 
Although one call-up does not tell the entire 
story, dozens paint the picture of war. 

5. Ex-Pats in both Central and South America are 
warning of massive importation of CHICOM 
civilians and military construction projects. 


Here is the video, | prepared yesterday morning 
warning that we are in war mode in the United 
States. 


One would refer to my observation as being on the 
micro level. Mike Adams, less than one hour apart 
from my publishing the above video wrote an article 
in which he detailed three distinct reasons why he 
believes we are going to war. They are summarized 
below from Mike Adams article: 


Sign #1) President Trump activating one million military 
reservists With medical skills to treat battlefield 


injuries. Details of this order are found in the EO text 
at WhiteHouse.gov. 


Sign #2) The Pentagon ordering high-level staffers into 
deep underground bunkers in Colorado. This was 


announced by NORAD and NORTHCOM in a 
Facebook town hall meeting. Obviously, you don't 
order military staffers into a 2,000-foot deep bunker 
just because of a virus. 


Sign #3 
.” The cover story for this is that the 


coronavirus Is collapsing international flights. But 
that alone would not justify all Americans returning 
from living overseas, since many Americans would 
Just hunker down where they're living. But Pompeo 
wants all Americans to return immediately, which is 
the kind of thing you do before a war breaks out 
(with China, most likely). Via The UK Independent: 


Secretary of State Mike Pompeo urged Americans abroad 
who still wish to return to the United States to do so 
“immediately,” saying commercial and government- 
chartered flights could soon cease amid the coronavirus 
outbreak. 


Donald Trump’s top diplomat urged any Americans 
abroad who want to get back to US soil to contact the 
American embassy in the country where they currently 
are to begin making plans “immediately” to get a flight 
back to the States. 


That’s because Pompeo doesn’t want to end up 
negotiating for the release of American prisoners being 
held by the communist Chinese regime 


There is some overlap in our reporting, but basically, 
Mike Adams is presenting the organization protocols with 
preparing for war on a macro level. I am reporting on a 
single point-in-time micro level regarding one base and 
its changing protocols which indicate they are training 
for an immediate and imminent engagement. 


There is more.... 


General Terrence J. O'Shaughnessy, USAF, has exited 
Peterson AFB, in Colorado Springs, and has set up shop 


inside of NORAD. This accomplishes two objectives. 


First, the commander is removed from being the victim of 
a widespread coup attempt, that could be launched against 
the President and his top military commanders, in which I 
fully expect to be launched in advance of a CHICOM 
attack upon the United States. Second, the leader of 
NORTHCOM is better protected when actual war breaks 
out. The Coronavirus is the cover for this move, however, 
being on a war-footing is the real reason. 


Also, this email just came to me from Colorado Springs' 
Ft. Carson: 


I just received notice from Department of Veterans Affairs 
that all contruction projects have been asked to halt on 
Fort Carson and will be notified at a later date when we 
can return. We are building the new National CTC 
training facility and they are escorting our workers off the 
base today as we speak. Something is ramping up big time. 
I have done alot of projects on Fort Carson and seen alot 
of crazy equipment. But I have never seen anything like 
this before. They staging alot of stuff everywhere on base. 
Just creepy. 


Admiral Fuller, the Commander of SOUTHCOM, has 
disappeared. | have been told that he is in an 
undisclosed location, and you guessed it, 
underground. Did you know that Fuller and 
O’Shaughnessy are actually first cousins and are 
both considered to be very loyal to President Trump, 


which puts a Multinational Deep State bullseye on 
both of their backs. 


El Salvador 


Everyone knows that El Salvador’s new government 
is sporting a new alliance with Trump. | have seen 
tweets from the President of El Salvador which says 
“World War III” has begun. This was accompanied 
by a video of American military equipment being 
sent to El Salvador’s borders to assist in their 
defense for they will surely be invaded because of 
their alliance with Trump. Additionally, the CSS has 
learned in the early morning hours, that members of 
SOUTHCOM, have been dispatched to El Salvador. 


| contend that this is why we are in lockdown in ways 
that make no sense (eg no jogging, no golf, no 
tennis, etc.), as these activities have nothing to do 
with the virus. 


Tomorrow, | will explore the multi-national attacks 
upon the leadership of China, America and Russia. 
Macron and Trudeau are on board with this tyranny. 
Merkel is not and she has the virus and one of her 
top finance ministers was murdered, presumably for 
their opposition to what is coming. 


While the stores still have food and basic supplies, | 
strongly suggest that everyone stock up, because 
very soon, everything is going to be in short supply. 


Conclusion 


Finally, it is safe to say that the Deep State is on the 
move and is threatening the combined leadership of 
China, America and Russia. The three nations have 
been thwarted in forming an alliance. Last year, 
Macron spoke about this. There is strong 
speculation that the President of China is no longer 
calling the shots in his country. In other words, there 
is no one to negotiate with if this true and war is 
inevitable. 


US Confirms Deployment Of Patriot Missiles In Iraq 


&. 


by Tyler Durden 
Tue, 04/07/2020 - 21:00 


Via Southfront.org, 


On April 5, a series of large explosions rocked the 
village of al-Kastan in southwestern Idlib injuring 8 
people, including 3 members of the so-called White 
Helmets. According to local sources, an ammunition 


depot located in the civilian area inside the city became 
the source of the explosion. 


Al-Kastan is located near the town of Jisr al-Shughur, 
controlled by the Al-Qaeda-linked Turkistan Islamic Party. 
The exploded weapon depot likely belonged to the 
terrorist group or persons affiliated with it. 


On the same day, the Turkish military established three 
new ‘observation posts’ around Jisr al-Shughur. They are 
located at the villages of Baksariya, al-Z’ ainiyah and 
Furaykah. Idlib militants see Turkish positions as an 
important defense line that would allow containing 
possible Russia- and Iran-backed anti-terrorist 
operations in the area. 


The 46th Regiment Base of the Syrian Army in western 
Aleppo came under Turkish artillery shelling. In response, 
Syrian forces struck position of Turkish-backed militants 
near Kafr Amma. The attack on the 46th Regiment Base 
became a third incident between the Turkish military and 
Syrian troops in less than a week. On April 3, two Syrian 
soldiers were killed in a Turkish artillery strike on their 
positions near Tell Abyad. 


On April 4, Iraq’s largest resistance groups released a 
joint statement calling the US military “occupation 
forces” that “respect the language of force only”. In the 
statement, Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq, Harakat Hezbollah al- 


Nujaba, Kata’ib Sayyid al-Shuhada, Kata’ib al-Imam Ali, 
Harakat al-Awfiy’a, Saraya Ashura, Harakat Jund al- 
Imam and Saraya al-Khurasani added that recent attacks 
on US forces and facilities in Iraq were only a “minor 
response” to the US aggression and the decision to carry 
out full-scale attacks was not taken then. 


Two days earlier, on April 2, Usbat al-Tha’ireen, the 
armed group that claimed responsibility for rocket strikes 
on Camp Taji and other US positions, released a 3-minute 
long drone footage of the US embassy in Baghdad’s 
heavily-fortified Green Zone. This is the largest and most 
expensive embassy in the world, and is nearly as large as 
Vatican City. 


The US Central Command officially confirmed 


deployment of Patriot air defense systems in Iraq. 
However, the US military announced that it will not 
provide “ status updates as those systems come online” 
for security reasons. At least two Patriot batteries are now 
located in at 


US Fighter Jets Intercept Two Russian 
Aircraft Over Bering Sea 


a 
a, 


by Tyler Durden 
Thu, 04/09/2020 - 08:54 


US F-22 fighter jets intercepted two Russian IL-38 
patrol aircraft entering the Alaskan Air Defense 
Identification Zone on Wednesday, according to a 
Thursday report by the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command. The US jets were accompanied 
by a KC-135 Stratotanker and an E-3 AWACS 
aircraft. 


Jetphotos.com 


The aircraft were intercepted in the Bering Sea, 
north of the Aleutian Islands - and did not enter US 
or Canadian airspace. 


Alaska 


Defense 
Identification 
Zone 


Alaska ADIZ Points 


1, 50.00N 170 00E 
2. 83 OON 170 00E 
3. 60 00N 180 00 

4. 65 00N 169 0OW 
5, 75 00N 169 OOW 
6.75 00N 141 00W 
7. 69 50N 141 0OW 
8.71 18N 156 4W 
9. 68 40N 167 10W 
10. 67 OON 165 0OW 
11. 65 40N 168 15W 
12. 63 45N 165 30W 
13. 61 20N 166 40W 
14, 89 00N 163 OOW 
15, 54 OON 163 OOW 
16. 86 30N 154 OOW 
17. 89 20N 146 OOW 
18. §9 30N 140 00W 
19, 87 OON 136 0OW 
20. 54 35N 133 0OW 


24, 53 OON 158 OOW 
25. 50 00N 169 0OW 
26. 50 OON 180 00 


Updated: Jan 1, 2009 


F22 LYNXOl1 (blue track) joined up with KC-135R 
BITE63 from Eielson AFB, Alaska and proceeded 
southwest for refueling over Cold Bay. 


pic.twitter.com/ClSnZ7VJIX 
— Aircraft Spots (@AircraftSpots) April 9, 2020 


"This is the latest of several occasions in the past 
month in which we have intercepted Russian aircraft 
operating near the approaches to our nations. We 
continue to execute our no-fail homeland defense 


missions with the same capability and capacity we 
always bring to the fight," said NORAD ina 
statement. 


“This is the latest of several occasions in the past 
month in which we have intercepted Russian aircraft 
operating near the approaches to our nations. We 
continue to execute our no-fail homeland defense 
missions with the same capability and capacity we 
always bring to the fight.” 


— North American Aerospace Defense Command 
(@NORADComman4d) April 9, 2020 


US Confirms Deployment Of Patriot Missiles In Iraq 
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by Tyler Durden 
Tue, 04/07/2020 - 21:00 


Via Southfront.org, 


On April 5, a series of large explosions rocked the 
village of al-Kastan in southwestern Idlib 
injuring 8 people, including 3 members of the so- 
called White Helmets. According to local sources, 


an ammunition depot located in the civilian area 
inside the city became the source of the explosion. 


Al-Kastan is located near the town of Jisr al-Shughur, 
controlled by the Al-Qaeda-linked Turkistan Islamic 
Party. The exploded weapon depot likely belonged 
to the terrorist group or persons affiliated with it. 


On the same day, the Turkish military established 
three new ‘observation posts’ around Jisr al-Shughur. 
They are located at the villages of Baksartya, al- 
Z’ainiyah and Furaykah. Idlib militants see 

Turkish positions as an important defense line 
that would allow containing possible Russia- and 
Iran-backed anti-terrorist operations in the area. 


The 46th Regiment Base of the Syrian Army in 
western Aleppo came under Turkish artillery 
shelling. In response, Syrian forces struck position 
of Turkish-backed militants near Kafr Amma. The 
attack on the 46th Regiment Base became a third 
incident between the Turkish military and Syrian 
troops in less than a week. On April 3, two Syrian 
soldiers were killed in a Turkish artillery strike on 
their positions near Tell Abyad. 


On April 4, Iraq’s largest resistance groups 
released a joint statement calling the US military 
“occupation forces” that “respect the language of 
force only”. In the statement, Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq, 
Harakat Hezbollah al-Nujaba, Kata’ib Sayyid al- 
Shuhada, Kata’ib al-Imam Ali, Harakat al-Awrfiy’a, 
Saraya Ashura, Harakat Jund al-Imam and Saraya al- 
Khurasani added that recent attacks on US forces 
and facilities in Iraq were only a “minor response” to 
the US aggression and the decision to carry out full- 
scale attacks was not taken then. 


Two days earlier, on April 2, Usbat al-Tha’ireen, the 
armed group that claimed responsibility for rocket 
strikes on Camp Taji and other US positions, 
released a 3-minute long drone footage of the US 
embassy in Baghdad’s heavily-fortified Green Zone. 
This is the largest and most expensive embassy in 
the world, and is nearly as large as Vatican City. 


The US Central Command officially confirmed 
deployment of Patriot air defense systems in Iraq. 


However, the US military announced that it will not 
provide “ status updates as those systems come 
online” for security reasons. At least two Patriot 
batteries are now located in at the US military bases 


of Ayn al-Assad and Erbil. Two more Patriot 
batteries will reportedly be deployed soon. 


As part of its plan to redeploy forces to larger, more 
fortified bases, the US evacuated its troops from the 
al-Taqaddum Air Base in the province of al-Anbar. 
It became the fourth US military facility abandoned 
in Iraq within the last few weeks. The previous ones 
were located in al-Qaim, Kirkuk and al-Qayyarah. 


Iraqi sources say that the US actions demonstrate 
that Washington is preparing for a new round of 
military confrontation with [ran and its allies in 
the region. Recently, President Donald Trump 
stated that the US was expecting attacks by Iranian- 
led forces on US troops and facilities, claiming that 
Iran will ‘pay price’ for this. Following the 
statement, Iran deployed additional anti-ship 
missiles and multiple rocket launchers on the Qeshm 
Island in the Strait of Horumz. 


Russian Jet Buzzes US Navy Plane In High- 
Speed 'Inverted Maneuver' Over 
Mediterranean 


e 
a, 


by Tyler Durden 
Fri, 04/17/2020 - 04:15 


The Pentagon has blasted the Russian military for a 
dangerous incident Wednesday over the Mediterranean 
Sea which the US says nearly led to a midair collision. 


The near disaster began when a Russian fighter jet 
intercepted an American P-8A Poseidon 
reconnaissance aircraft, which is typically used for 
tracking submarines, at very close range. 


Illustrative 
file image 


Notably as Stars and Stripes describes, the Russian jet 
was inverted at a high-speed close to the US plane: "a 
Russian SU-35 performed a high-speed, inverted 
maneuver 25 feet in front of the Navy plane, U.S. 
Naval Forces Europe-Africa said in a statement." 


In total the incident was said to last 42 minutes, causing 
strong turbulence aboard the P-8A the whole time, 
according to the Navy. The Russian jet effectively 
"buzzed" the US plane, similar to a prior June 2019 
incident over the Mediterranean. 


“Unsafe actions increase the risk of miscalculation and 
potential for midair collisions,” US Naval Forces 
Europe-Africa said. 


M"'Because | 


was inverted..." — Top Gun 


“The U.S. aircraft was operating consistent with 
international law and did not provoke this Russian 
activity,” the statement added. 


Typically such close US-Russian aerial encounters occur 
over the Baltic and Black Sea regions, as well as in 
international airspace off Alaska, such as a recent incident 


involving US F-22s chasing off Russian maritime patrol 
planes 50 miles of the Alaskan coast. 


World at War 


World War 3? US Accuses China Of Testing Secret NUKES 


State Dept. issues report noting ‘high tempo of activity at 
China’s Lop Nur test site’. 


Published 2 mins ago 
On 17 April, 2020 Steve Watson 


The United States has accused China of setting off 
underground nuclear bombs, conducting banned 
nuclear tests while the world is focused on the 
coronavirus crisis. 


As if things weren’t already bad enough between the two 
nations, a US State Department report made public by The 
Wall Street Journal confirmed the charges earlier this 
week. 


“The concerns stem from the high tempo of activity at 
China’s Lop Nur test site, extensive excavations at the site, 
and Beijing’s purported use of special chambers to 

contain explosions.” the State Department report suggests. 


The report raises concerns about whether China 1s abiding 
to the US-interpreted “zero yield” standard on nuclear 
testing, which is a reference to a type of nuclear test 
whereby there is no explosive chain reaction of the type 
ignited by the detonation of a nuclear warhead. 


The report also claimed Beiying blocked data 
transmissions from sensors linked to an international 
monitoring center, a claim that was disputed by the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organization in China. 


If the accusations are true, China, which is estimated to 
have about 300 nuclear weapons, would be in violation of 


the 1996 Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), which 
prohibits any nuclear reactions involving explosives. 


Neither China nor the US has officially ratified the treaty, 
however, which means each 1s still relying purely on the 
word of the other, and on-site inspections cannot be 
conducted. 


China responded to the accusations by angrily denying 
them as ‘false’. 


“China has always adopted a responsible attitude, 
earnestly fulfilling the international obligations and 
promises it has assumed,” Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian said, adding “The US criticism of 
China is entirely groundless, without foundation, and not 
worth refuting.” 


There have been some concerns among more hawkish 
Republicans that the US is not keeping up with China in 
terms of nuclear arms development, thus some have been 
trying to influence President Trump to ditch the CTBT, 
allowing the US to start new testing of its own. 


An anonymous senior US official told The Guardian 

that “The pace and manner by which the Chinese 
government is modernising its stockpile is worrying, 
destabilising, and illustrates why China should be brought 
into the global arms control framework.” 
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by Brandon Turbeville 


Those who are paying close attention to the pandemic 
may have missed that another potential killer 1s brewing 
across the ocean. In Syria today, there is the real and 
looming threat of a third world war. Not only is Syria 
fighting Western-backed terrorists on its territory, there 
are many more players involved on Syrian soil — from the 
Russians and Iranians to the Americans, Turks, and 
Israelis and, with the recent Turkish actions, all of those 
players could very well come to blows. 


It’s well-known to geopolitical scholars that the world is 
already in global conflict. With the United States, NATO, 
Israel, EU, and the Gulf States loosely united against the 
“multi-polar” world of Russia, China, Iran and a growing 
host of “target” nations that prefer the carrot over the stick, 
the globe is already in a quiet world war, though the 
major powers have yet to publicly declare it on one 
another. As it stands currently, the global conflict is more 
akin to the Cold War where color revolutions and proxy 
wars are the order of the day. However, the quiet war can 
only remain quiet for so long, until one side begins to see 
that it is the inevitable loser. Then the quiet war becomes 
loud. 


When the Western powers initiated the war against Syria 
in 2011, it was largely expected and intended to go the 
way of the Libyan disaster that just ended. However, with 
the unity of Syrian culture, Syrian government leadership 


and, most importantly, Russia entering into the war on the 
side of the Syrian government, the quick destruction of 
the Syrian state has resulted in a nine year war that has 
seen Syria turn the tide on the largest and most effective 
military state in the world. 


But while Syria has been defeating Western backed 
terrorists on its own territory, there are a number of 
players now involved in the country that could very well 
find themselves in direct confrontation with one another, 
leading their proxy forces into a larger much more 
destructive and global war. 


Summation of events 


After having dispatched troops to the terrorist haven of 
Idlib, Syria as the Syrian military engaged in a massive 
push to liberate the region. Turkey has since come to the 
rescue of the embattled terrorists, launching drone attacks, 
airstrikes, and ground forces into Syrian territory. 


Turkey established a number of “observation points,” that 
the Syrian military, during the process of liberation early 
on in the Battle of Idlib, surrounded. The Syrian military 
did not disturb these posts or harm any Turkish soldiers. 


However, that all changed when the Syrian and Russian 
air forces began bombing terrorist targets. Those airstrikes 
killed a number of Turkish soldiers who had been 


embedded with terrorist groups. Turkey then played 


victim and Erdogan sent more Turkish soldiers and 
engaged in airstrikes against the Syrian military. Later, 
another Syrian airstrikes killed yet more Turkish soldiers 
who were also embedded with terrorists, resulting in a 
forceful Turkish response of drone attacks and airstrikes 
and the further progression of Turkish troops onto Syrian 
soil. 


Syria managed to shoot down a number of Turkish drones 
but other airstrikes have since avoided hits from the 
Syrian air defenses. 


Israel has also stepped up its attacks on Syria, claiming to 
be targeting “Iranian” assets but really attacking forces 

assisting Syria in the fight against terrorism. In fact, Israel 
recently announced that it has a plan to remove Iran from 


Syria in the next 12 months. 


Thus, with Turkey attacking from the North and Israel 
attacking from the Southwest and, of course, the 
American troop presence 1n the Northeast, Syria is now 
facing a “multi-front war.” 


Moscow and Ankara have since agreed upon yet another 
“ceasefire” agreement in order to stop the erratic and 
possibly insane Erdogan from pushing forward any 
further inside Syria and resulting in a full-on direct war 
between the two. That ceasefire, however, even as | 


write this article is quickly unraveling as a number of the 
groups that are a party to it have yet to stop shelling and 
launching attacks upon the Syrian army and the latter 
cannot simply sit by while being fired upon by Turkey’s 
“rebels” nor can it continue to abide attacks by terrorist 
groups not even included in the ceasefire but who are 
continually launching attacks as against the SAA as well. 


Possibilities — Turkey vs Syria /Israel vs Syria/ Israel vs 
lran/ Russia vs Turkey/ US vs Iran/ US vs Syria/ US vs 
Russia/ WW3 


So we now have yet another situation in Syria that could 
result in a third world war, potentially moving all the way 
toward a nuclear confrontation between Russia and the 
United States. This time, there are a number of 
possibilities that could see the spread of conflict. 


Turkey vs Syria — With the Turkish invasion of Syria it 
stands to reason that both parties will see direct clashes. 
However, both of these nations have powerful allies and 
backers — Turkey has the United States, Israel, and NATO 
(of which it is a member) while Syria has Russia and Iran. 
While the threat of a Turkish-Syrian clash may be 
contained in and of itself, any attempt by Syria to defend 
itself against Turkey, particularly if that response is taken 
on Turkish territory, could then trigger the “mutual 
defense” pact of all NATO states, something Turkey has 


repeatedly attempted to implement. A full NATO 
response would then see NATO forces facing Russian 
forces in Syria, at least at first. 


Israel vs. Syria — Ever since 2011 when the crisis in Syria 
began, Israel has not only been supporting terrorists via 
intelligence, weaponry, and medical treatment, but it has 
also acted as another wing of al-Qaeda’s air force, 
routinely bombing Syrian government forces and 
installations. Over the past few years, Israel has stepped 
up its attacks until strikes against Iranian, Hezbollah, and 
Syrian (often whatever target Israel chooses labeled as 
“Tranian’’) are an almost weekly occurrence. Israel, 
whatever its claims may be, is already at war with Syria. 
Should there be a Syrian response, however, it is likely 
that the one-sided US-Israel relationship that allows Israel 
to fight to the last American will be triggered, bringing in 
US forces en masse, putting them at risk for a direct 
confrontation with Russia. 


US vs Russia — All the possible scenarios (and there are 
many more than the two mentioned above, focus around 
the possibility of American and Russian troops clashing 
and thus resulting in a wider, third world war. While both 
Trump and Putin have proven to have cooler heads than 
many may at first suspect, there are nonetheless instances 
of brinkmanship that could very well have resulted in a 
crossing over the line. 


In the past several months, Syrian soldiers have turned 
back illegal American patrols and refused to allow them 
to pass through Syrian military checkpoints. In response, 
US forces have turned back Russian patrols and Russians 
have done likewise. The situations have become 
increasingly tense, with some unconfirmed reports of a 
fist-fight breaking out between American and Russian 
forces. Ironically, this is the first direct clash of the two 
world powers if the reports are true. 


The checkpoint tensions reached a tipping point when the 
US attempted to pass through a Syrian village and were 
met with Syrian protesters and rock throwers. American 
troops responded with gunfire resulting in the death of a 
Syrian teenager but also in the village engaging the troops 
in battle. Russian forces quickly intervened to end the 
fight. 


Thus, the world is yet again held hostage to the possibility 
of global conflagration as a result of Western aims in 
Syria and an agenda that is attempting to march forward 
despite credible and capable opposition. 


COVID19 and Spanish Flu 


These clashes and potential clashes come in the context 
now of a global pandemic that is being used to justify the 
shutdown of entire nations and the world economy. There 


is, of course, precedent when it comes to world war and 
pandemic. 


For instance, the 1918 Spanish Flu that killed millions of 
people worldwide came on the heels of World War 1 
which left many places in the world ravaged with 
destruction, famine, and vastly reduced living standards. 
The high use of chemical weapons, particularly those 
which affect the human immune system,[1] also played a 
part in the virulent spread of the Spanish Flu. Although 
many theories have been proposed regarding the source of 
the pandemic (including the possibility that it was created 
on a military base in Kansas), it is without a doubt the 
living conditions of the world that provided a fertile 
ground for its spread and severity. 


With this in mind, however, it 1s important to take a look 
at the conditions in which we find ourselves in the present 
day with respect to pandemics or, at the very least, the 
possibility of pandemics. 


The United States and the world finds itself in an 
economic depression. For some countries, particularly the 
United States, living standards have been vastly reduced 
compared to those which previous generations have 
experienced. While technology may have advanced, the 
applications of that technology in most areas other than 
entertainment have been intentionally withheld from 
general society. 


It is also an unfortunate fact that some parts of the world 
have never had high living standards to lose. Whenever 
the West catches a cold, Africa catches pneumonia. The 
Middle East is in the process of being destroyed and Asia 
remains a pit of slave labor, crowded living conditions, 
and inadequate infrastructure. 


Regardless of what you might think of the COVID-19 
hysteria and the responses to it, it is undeniable that the 
world is in complete turmoil, a situation in which war and 
disease are always ready to join hands. 


Government tyranny is FAR more 
dangerous than covid-19... we must not 
slide into socialism or communism as we 

attempt to survive the coronavirus 

Friday, April 17, 2020 by: Mike Adams 


Tags: communism, coronavirus, covid-19, deaths, democide, genocide, government, infections, 
mass murder, outbreak, pandemic, socialism 
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COVID 19 


VS. DEATH BY 
DEMOCIDE « 


World Coronavirus Count: 
2,239,000 infected, 
dead 


USA: 700,000 (36,922 deaths), Spain: 
190,000, Italy: 172,000, France: 148,000, 
Germany: 141,000, UK: 108,000 


e If left unchecked, government TYRANNY is far 
more dangerous than the coronavirus. 


e Dr. Phil joins “parade of morons" on Fox News 
who fail to understand simple integers. 


e Scientifically illiterate conservative pundits 
DECEIVE America with bad math. 


(Natural News) As much as the coronavirus 1s a very 
dangerous (and very real) bioweapon that was engineered 
to exterminate human life, there’s another danger in our 
world that has mass murdered over a quarter of a billion 
people in the 20th century alone. That force of destruction 
and death is government tyranny. 


In just the 20th century alone, socialist and communist 
regimes mass murdered 262 million people, according to 


a detailed analysis conducted at the University of Hawai. 


Spanning the 20th century, governments of China, 
Germany, Japan, Turkey, Vietnam and the Soviet Union, 
among others, carried out mass murder on a scale never 
before witnessed in human history. China alone mass 


murdered over 76 million of their own people to 
consolidate power in the hands of communists. 


Largely under Stalin, the former Soviet Union mass 
murdered nearly 62 million people. Here’s the summary 
from the analysis: 


20TH CENTURY MORTACRACIES 


DEMOCIDE LEVEL DEMOCIDE TOTAL 

MORTACRACIES YEARS 000 000 
DEKA-MEGAMURDERER 1900-87 219,634 

China (PRC) 1949-87 76,702 

U.S.S.R 1917-87 61,911 

Colonialism §0,000 

Germany 1933-45 20,946 

China (KMT) 1928-49 10,075 
MEGAMURDERER 1900-87 19,180 

Japan 1936-45 5,964 

China (Mao Soviets) 1923-48 3,468 

Cambodia 1975-79 2,035 

Turkey 1909-18 1,883 

Vietnam 1945-87 1,670 

Poland 1945-48 1,585 

Pakistan 1958-87 1,503 

Yugoslavia (Tito) 1944-87 1,072 
MEGAMURDERER? 1900-87 4,145 

North Korea 1948-87 1,663 

Mexico 1900-20 1,417 

Russia 1900-17 1,065 
CENTI-KILOMURDERERS 1900-87 14,918 
TOP 5 1900-87 4,074 

China (Warlords) 1917-49 910 

Turkey (Ataturk) 1913-23 878 

United Kingdom 1900-87 816 

Portugal (Dictatorship) 1926-82 741 

Indonesia 1965-87 729 

Other 1900-00 10,844 
LESSER MURDERERS 1900-87 2,792 

WORLD TOTAL 1900-87 260,669 

WORLD TOTAL 1987-99 1,331 

WORLD TOTAL 1900-99 262,000 


Democide has killed far more people than covid-19, 
even if you follow the worse-case estimates over time 


How do such democide government murders compare to 
covid-19 deaths? According to the nations of the world, 
the Wuhan coronavirus has so far killed 150,000 people 
(and growing). Based on the snapshot from April 17th, 
2020, here’s how that looks compared to government 
democide of the 20th century. (We understand 
government-run genocide isn’t an infectious disease, see 
below for further notes.) 


VS. DEATH BY 
DEMOCIDE 


DEMOCIDE DEATHS 


Democide means "death by government’ 


GLOBAL COVID-19 DEATHS 


_ Data from April 17, 2020 


socialist and communist governments murdered 
262 million people in the 20th century alone. 


Even if you take the worst-case projections of covid-19 
deaths that might occur over the next two years, the 
fatalities might reach tens of millions in the extreme, 
which 1s still tiny compared to the 262 million human 
beings who have been slaughtered by socialist and 
communist governments in the 20th century alone. 


The reason this comparison is valid is because America is 
rapidly sliding into socialism as the tyranny-minded 
overlords exploit the coronavirus to transform this 
nation into a quarantine slave camp. If protecting 
ourselves from millions of covid-19 deaths means 
unleashing radical left-wing tyranny that ends up killing 
tens of millions of American due to democide, it’s hardly 
a bargain. 


While we must take the Wuhan coronavirus seriously, we 
must not abandon our principles of self-governance and 
liberty in the process. The coronavirus must not be 
allowed to nullify the Constitution and obliterate our civil 
liberties. 


Speaking of enemies of humanity, guess who’s the new 
communists who are quarantining human conversations, 
ideas and speech? 


ENEMIES OF HUMANITY 


THEN: 


Adolf Hitler Benito Mussolini Joseph Stalin Pol Pot Mao Zedong 


NOW: 


Mark Zuckerberg Jack Dorsey Jeff Bezos Sundar Pichai Tim Cook 


Isn’t it interesting that we’ve been under a “speech 
lockdown” for four years, but almost nobody protested 
that. Big Tech has already demonstrated the kind of 
prison camp the globalist controllers have in mind for 
humanity, and it isn’t pretty. 


If you thought the communists slaughtered too many 
humans in the 20th century, just wait until Bill Gates 
teams up with the evil tech tyrants to mass-inoculate 
billions of people with a “kill switch” depopulation 
vaccine. 


By the time the techno-fascists are done with their 
genocide mission, even the 262 million who were mass 
slaughtered by socialists and communists will look like a 
walk in the park. 


Stay informed, stay alive. Read Pandemic.news. 


Hong-Kong Flagged Tanker Attacked & Briefly Held 
By lranian Commandos 


& 
a. 

by Tyler Durden 

Tue, 04/14/2020 - 14:55 


The global shipping news and tracking site Trade Winds 
reports that a Hong Kong-flagged tanker has been 
boarded by armed men in the Strait of Hormuz, and 
subsequently taken into Iranian waters. 


Details are sketchy at this point, but Reuters has also 
confirmed an event is unfolding, saying based on an 
urgent alert issued by maritime security firm Dryad 
Global that the vessel SC Taipei had been at anchor 
waiting to approach Jubail in Saudi Arabia, but that the 
tanker was "highly likely to be the vessel of concern", 
but added that it was "unclear whether the vessel is in 
distress or is being assisted by Iran in some way". 


LIVE SITUATION THREAD START 2020-04-14 
HOOTT 


CHINA-FLAGGED TANKER "SC TAIPEI" (IMO 
9175535, 22,377 DWT) PURPORTEDLY FELL UNDER 
ARMED ATTACK IN GULF OF OMAN AT 12:48 UTC 
BY IRANIAN NAVY / IRGC. VESSEL WAS SAILING 
TO JUBAIL, SAUDI ARABIA. NOW OFF IRANIAN 
COAST. VIA 


@GlobalDryadpic.twitter.com/FZPGn5ESVJ 


— TankerTrackers.com, Inc.d. § (@TankerTrackers) April 
14, 2020 


Reuters said additionally: 


Armed men boarded a vessel at anchor in the Gulf of 
Oman on Tuesday, the United Kingdom Maritime Trade 
Operations (UKMTO) said. 


"The vessel is now reported to be at anchor approx. 3nm 
(nautical miles) off Ras Al Kuh, in vicinity of 25-48N 
057-14E," the emailed advisory notice said. 


C TAIPEI 
via MarineTraffic.com 


However, details remain sketchy, with unconfirmed 
reports saying the ship and its crew were quickly 
released after being taken to Iranian waters. 


UPDATE: CREW IS REPORTED TO BE RELEASED 
AND SAFE. TANKER APPEARS TO BE UNDERWAY 
TO ORIGINAL DESTINATION, JUBAIL, SAUDI 
ARABIA. VIA 


@GlobalDryad#OOTT@MarineTrafficpic.twitter.com/7 
m&cR3nLEQ 


— TankerTrackers.com, Inc.t.§ (@TankerTrackers) April 
14, 2020 


Dryad Global within an hour or more of issuing its alert 
also said the tanker and crew have been released. 


#UPDATE 
Crew and tanker are reportedly released. 


My take: 

Quite interesting that #Iran seized & released the tanker in 
such haste. 

-Is Tehran sending a signal? 

-Or did they receive a warning message to release the 
vessel immediately? pic.twitter.com/hV VF3qdGke 


— Heshmat Alavi (@HeshmatAlavi) April 14, 2020 


developing... 


An Alchemist Explains To Joe Sixpack: "COVID- 


19 Alters America's Hidden 'War' Forever" 


a 
a, 


by Tyler Durden 
Tue, 04/14/2020 - 23:25 


Authored by Alastair Crooke via The Strategic Culture 
Foundation 


A perception ‘gap’, so wide, you could sail a Cruise 
Liner through it. 


- On the one hand, we have the looming spectre of 
recession; a major loss of jobs, and of earnings 


cratered (some 80% of the global workforce has seen 
their workplaces closed, or partly closed, as a result 
of the virus crisis), 

- and on the other hand, the shocking non-sequitur of 
the U.S. Fed reporting that, despite the crisis, “the 
average consumer expectation for higher stock- 
market prices one year hence has now surged to 
47.7%, the highest on record’. 


ZeroHedge wryly comments, “Right ... because with his 
Job gone, his $400 dollars of emergency savings just spent 
on a roll of toilet paper, his bank preparing to foreclose 
on his home, all while a deadly virus lurks in every corner, 
all Joe Sixpack can think of — is how to get his ‘money on 
the sidelines’ into the stock market — since it is about to 
soar to all-time highs. And so, thanks to the Fed’s now 
grotesque interventions in all capital markets ... as the 
economy Slides into a depression, it is only ‘logical’ — we 
use the term loosely — that expectations of higher stock 
prices have never been higher.” 


A freak result, devoid of serious consideration? No. 
Actually, the paradox rather neatly ties together what 
is implicit, from that which has been explicit in U.S. 
policy, both domestically, and in terms of its foreign 
policy. 


In foreign policy — 1n the post-Covid era — we see tensions 
with China ratchetting higher. The U.S. already is 


engaged in a full-spectrum info-war to blame China for 
the virus (and to divert criticism from the U.S.’ lack of 
preparedness). China, recalling the earlier ‘Century of 
Humiliation’ visited on it by western states, and sensing 
some inherent racism in the taunts, inevitably is 
responding unusually assertively. 


In a recent episode of soul-searching by an Obama 
National Security adviser, Ben Rhodes has written of GW 
Bush’s speech (in wake of 9/11): “Our War on Terror 
begins with al-Qaeda, but it does not end there. It will not 
end until every terrorist group of global reach has been 
found, stopped, and defeated”. He further defined the 
nature of the conflict by saying, “Americans are asking, 
‘Why do they hate U.S.?’ They hate what we see right 
here in this chamber — a democratically elected 
government’. To have this unfathomable event framed in 
a way that fitted neatly into the American narrative that 
I’d grown up with in the 1980s and ’90s, was reassuring, 
Rhodes admits. 


He later (in the article), says that he had been naive, and 
swept along by his emotions, at seeing New York’s Twin 
Towers cascade down into dust — and was roused by 
Bush’s fiery rhetoric. Mr Sixpack probably feels similarly: 
He too, had been told that America’s economy was strong 
and booming, until the virus flew into it, despatching 
America’s economy into free fall. Shocked and angry, Joe 


probably hopes that America will ‘Give it to them’ (the 
Chinese that is, “they”, whom the narrative suggests were 
responsible for it). 


That is the explicit — in conjunction with Trump’s Trade 
War, triggered ostensibly by China’s ‘hiyacking’ of 
America’s commercial assets. 


The ‘unsaid’ in this narrative is an old story of 
warfare. Destroy your enemy’s supply-lines to weaken 
him. In Britain in 1891, a small circle of the inner 

élite was formed, in secret, around Cecil Rhodes, the 
South African diamond millionaire, and Lord Rothschild. 
Its members aimed to renew the bond between Britain and 
the U.S., and they believed that ruling-class men of 
Anglo-Saxon descent, rightly sat at the top of a hierarchy 
built on predominance in trade, industry, banking and the 
exploitation of other lands (much as America’s élites do 
today). 


This élite harbored a deep-rooted fear however, that 
unless they acted decisively, British power and influence 
across the world would be eroded, and replaced by that of 
a burgeoning Germany. In the years immediately after the 
Boer War, the decision was reached: The danger had to be 
addressed. And ‘war’ with Germany was planned: 
initially as a severing of its supply-lines; a propaganda 
‘war’ casting Germans as child-eaters, and through 
diplomatic containment. 


Narratives were harnessed to this objective, and the 
historian, Paul Vincent, tellingly recreates the atmosphere 
of jubilation that surrounded the outbreak of the war that 
was truly the fateful watershed of the twentieth century. 
H.G. Wells, for instance, gushed: “I find myself 
enthusiastic for this war against Prussian militarism ... 
Every sword that is drawn against Germany is a sword 
drawn for peace.” Wells later coined the mendacious 
slogan “the war to end war”. 


Britain, from the onset of war in 1914, imposed a tight 
naval blockade on Germany. By preventing food from 
being imported into the country, the British brought 
starvation and malnutrition to large masses of the German 
people. German submarine warfare was a desperate 
response to the British blockade—a blockade so effective 
that it threatened to force the Germans out of the war. 


Fast-forward to today: The uprooting, and ‘re- 
patriating’ of China’s supply-lines back to America 
(given new fuel now, from the discovery that so many of 
America’s basic medical needs are ‘made in China’); 
seizing the commanding heights of technology; building 
out, militarily, into Space; mobilizing Europe against 
China; sanctioning China’s external sources of energy, 
and casting China as the virus-demon — all form today’s 
toolbox for what threatens the Anglo-élite. 


Perhaps the resident ‘Alchemist’ at ZeroHedge, will take 
Joe Sixpack aside, and quietly say to him: 


“Look, Joe, Covid-19 is merely a virus — an invisible 
organism. You can’t see it. You cannot ‘make war’ on it. 
When the British began imagining Germans as demonic 
monsters to be destroyed, they ended by not only 
destroying European culture, but also any commitment to 
the Ancient World’s notion of Virtt or Homeric heroic 
conduct. 


In their place, successive generations embraced relativism, 
nihilism, brooding pessimism and resentment. And from 
the massive, warring, governments’ intrusions into every 
facet of civil society, arose the German Kriegssozialismus 
that was to become the model for the Bolsheviks. Again, 
as Vincent points out, “the British achieved control over 
their economy, unequalled by any of the other belligerent 
states: But everywhere state seizure of social power, was 
accompanied and fostered by propaganda lies, 
unparalleled in history, to that time”’. 


But why (asks Joe) did you smile so enigmatically when 
I said that I might buy stock (shares) on credit provided 
by my broker, to try to recoup my loss of earnings, as a 
result of the Coronavirus? 


“Well”, says the Alchemist, “I was thinking of the 
‘hidden ‘war’, and how a virus ‘out of nowhere’ has 
changed its course, for good”. 


“What do you mean?” , queries Joe. 


“You recall how you said that the U.S. economy was 
fundamentally the strongest in the world? Well that’s not 
quite true. Sometime ago, U.S. growth began to falter, and 
the Authorities opted for a debt-driven, consumer-led 
economy. Money was printed (as credit), and — normally 
—a lot of new money or debt in circulation, would have 
created inflation (such as we had during the Reagan 
Administration). 


“How we managed this difficulty (apart from 
regularly re-jigging the price index), was by the so- 
called ‘China Trade’. China was then in the midst of its 
Industrial Revolution: they sent cheap products to 
Walmart. They effectively subsidised the middle classes, 
by giving U.S. a standard of living — access to cheap 
consumer-goods — which otherwise, we could not have 
afforded. And better still, they recirculated the monetary 
proceeds back to Wall Street, through buying U.S. 
Treasury bonds. 


“The point here, was that in so doing (buying our debt), 
the Chinese allowed U.S. to shrink our created, new- 
money ‘footprint’, by exporting U.S. dollar debt out of 


harm’s way — to Emerging Markets. We have lent out $13 
trillion in this way, thus repressing the domestic money 
footprint. 


“These little ‘tricks’ were necessary to avoid inflation. 
But the inflation threat was mitigated also, in another 
way. All this new money was used to ‘financialise’ and 
leverage ‘everything’, from healthcare to education. 
They blew ‘bubbles’. 


“This gave U.S. a simulacrum of ‘growth’ — but 
money-printing did not make the dollars available to 
you, I’m afraid, Joe. They got stuck in the financial 
system and were hoarded. You may have noticed that 
times were getting less rosy. But that was also a result 
of the U.S. business model, which has always prioritised 
capital formation and allowed labour costs to take the 
strain, or be eased-down by off-shoring labour costs to 
overseas. 


“Ah, but what of the ‘hidden war’ that you spoke about. 
How does that fit in?’’, asks Joe. 


“You recall what I said earlier about Britain fearing that it 
could not stay at the pinnacle of international power 
forever? And seeing Germany somehow coming together, 
and building-out towards the East, in order in order to 
rival Britain? Well, China some years ago, stopped re- 
circulating the proceeds from the China Trade back to 


Wall Street, and instead started building-out towards 
Central Asia. It began spending the proceeds of the 
‘China Trade’ building the Belt and Road, instead. As 
Germany had threatened to rival Britain, China was on a 
path to rival America. 


“This posed a problem for the U.S.: firstly, how now to 
finance that China Trade; and secondly — not least — how 
to let the middle classes’ down gently, from the loss of 
their ‘China Trade’ ‘subsidy’, and avoid a ‘revolt’ inside 
the U.S. The blowing of the housing ‘bubble’ was 
intended — at least partly — as the offset. 


“Equally problematic for U.S. was that the Chinese- 
Russian Eurasian project, was intended to channel trade — 
in a hugely important sphere, including energy and raw 
materials — not via our channel — the dollar — but rather, 
away from it. The dollar has been ‘squeezed’ by the de- 
dollarisation crowd since at least 2007. 


‘Hence all the ‘tricks’ in the toolbox that I outlined 
earlier. But it got worse: We have tried to keep all the 
oil sales in the world going through the dollar 
(sanctioning non-compliant producers, creating instability 
of supply etc.), but scattergun of sanctions just brought 
everybody into our jurisdiction, and made their financial 
systems subject to arbitrary U.S. Treasury threat. The 
world doesn’t want to do that anymore. The revolt grew. 


“This, in essence, was the ‘hidden war’. And it was not 
going so well: The U.S. Treasury — simply — was running 
out of further bubbles to blow. Finally, it had resorted to 
blowing the ‘everything bubble’ to maintain the 
appearance of a strong economy; but as this structure 
became ever bigger, more leveraged, more complex and 
thus opaque — so it became less stable. The Coronavirus 
‘pin’ popped the bubble — forcing Washington to deploy 
unlimited money-printing, and to bailout simply, 
‘everything’ (which is the inevitable ‘logical’ response to 
an ‘everything bubble’, I would imagine)’, said the 
Alchemist. 


“Then, what happens now” blurts out Joe, alarmed: “Will 
it end in war, like in the 19th Century?” 


“Possibly, but probably, not’, responds the Alchemist 
calmly. “China is too powerful, but its economy 
inevitably will have been weakened too. More likely, 
America will continue the struggle against China (and 
Russia) through proxies, such as in Venezuela, or in the 
Middle East. (Iran though is a special case, on account of 
Israel).” 


“At the end of WW1, European economies had been 
partly shut down by the war — and there were huge dollar 
debts owing to the U.S. Today, western economies are in 
partial lockdown due to Covid-19. And national debts 
today are similarly, more or less, at levels associated with 


(real) wartimes. And there is the $13 trillion — owed by 
emerging markets, and for which repayment in full, 
now must be viewed as problematic. 


“After WWI, there was no debt forgiveness (no debt 
jubilee), just a pass-the-parcel practiced by the European 
states, as they tried to off-load their debts onto others. To 
find an exit, some hoped that austerity could fix the 
problem. But others did resort to “helicopter money’ 
(much as the U.S. is so doing, 1n its response to the 
Covid-19 lockdown). The gold-backed German 
Reichsmark became the unbacked Papermark. Initially, 
the Reich financed its war outlays, in large part, through 
issuing debt. But From May 1923, the quantity of 
Papermark started spinning out of control. Wholesale 
prices skyrocketed. By 1918, you could have bought 500 
billion eggs for the same money you would have to 
spend, five years later, for just one egg. The 
Papermark was scrap value. 


“With the collapse of the currency, unemployment was on 
the rise. Hyperinflation had impoverished the great 
majority of the German population, especially the middle 
class. People suffered from food shortages and cold. And 
political extremism was on the rise. This is a real risk, 
since all the earlier Treasury gigs to suppress inflation are 
no longer available. 


‘So what might Washington do — especially about the $13 
trillion debt owed by EMs?”’, pleaded Joe. “Why don’t 
they reform the system?” 


“We don’t know what they will do”, sighed the 
Alchemist, “but the signals suggest that the Central 
Bankers are toying with a new global, reserve digital 
crypto-currency — against which EMs (and the U.S.) 
might devalue their currencies. 


(The former governor of the Bank of England has hinted 
at something like this). 


It might never happen. The type of ‘crypto’ the Central 
Bankers have in mind is one giving the authorities 
complete control: no real money, just a credit at the 
central bank with ATMs spitting out only what the 
central banks determine. And no, there will be no real 
reform — only ‘mumbleswerve’. But that — dirty money, 
lots and lots of 1t — is another story. Transparency is not 
an option. 


“So, you would advise me not to buy stocks?”, asks Joe. 


“No, I wouldn’t Joe. It seems that Trump now wants to 
bail out the American Middle Class in a different way. 
I know you, like many others, like to check out daily their 
401K (stocks held as a future pension provision). And if 
it’s up, they are happy; if not they are gloomy. So Trump 


is trying to blast-up markets, with a wall of freshly printed 
money — and bailouts unlimited. 


“The President has taken full control of the (nuclear) 
button that controls the global supply of money, in 
dollars. He has control of the Treasury which has 
completed its take-over and merger with the Fed. How 
things work is that Congress authorises $450 billion in a 
CARES bailout. The Treasury gives it to the Fed as its 
stake — and then instructs the Fed to multiply that stake, 
by a factor of ten (through printing fresh money). The 
$450 billion becomes $450 trillion and is handed over to a 
friendly Hedge Fund — Blackrock — to distribute. And the 
details of the distribution are all tied up in confidentiality 
clauses and opacity. Trump becomes a secular Croesus: 
he can ‘print’ as much as he wishes. Nothing to stop 
him. Will be able to contain himself? 


Joe sighs. 


“So, the question then, Joe, is — is it really feasible for 
the market to soar when maybe half the economy ts 
semi-furloughed, and inherent value is plunging? 


‘As I mentioned earlier, money ‘printing’ does not always 
make dollars available. Liquidity is being provided to the 
U.S. banks: yes, but the problem is not so much 
liquidity; but one of potential default — especially on 
the $13 trillion owed overseas. So there is a massive 


scramble by those overseas debtors for dollars, with 
which to pay interest, and capital repayments, as they 
become due — and that means the dollar will soar (for 
now). It is the dollar strength that brings to world to its 
nadir (just like the 1930s). 


It is the dollar system that is the really big problem. 
This virus will either prick the dollar bubble and 
collapse it in an inflationary spiral downwards — or, 
the CBs will be forced to find some other solution 
(though God knows what!) 


Joe sighs again. 


“Tm afraid Joe, that I may not have been much help to 
you — sorry”. 


Turkey Plans To Send Fresh Wave Of COVID- 
Infected Migrants To Europe, Report 


a, 
by Tyler Durden 
Wed, 04/15/2020 - 05:00 


Authored by Paul Joseph Watson via Summit News, 


Voice of America reports that Turkey’s President 
Recep Erdogan is planning to send a fresh wave of 


migrants to Europe, with officials fearing many of 
them will be infected with coronavirus. 


“Greek forces are on heightened alert as reports have 
surfaced that Turkey is preparing to push through a fresh 
wave of migrants to Europe. Officials in Athens say, they 
fear that refugees infected with the coronavirus may 
be among the new wave of asylum seekers,” 

reports VOA. 


Intelligence has been produced showing how Turkish 
authorities have moved migrants from inland areas to the 
shore, where smugglers are waiting to ferry them to 
Europe. 


Greece’s coastguard, Air Force and Navy have 
stepped up patrols against what they see as another 
organized effort to unleash thousands of migrants as a 
political weapon. 


Back in February, President Erdogan announced that 
Turkey would be re-opening its border and encouraging 
millions of migrants to invade Europe. 


During the incursions, Christian churches 
were trashed and thousands of precious olive trees 
were chopped down as part of an economic attack. 


Thanks to a strong response from Greek security forces 
and a massive revolt by the Greek people, there has been 
no repeat of 2015, when up to 2 million migrants 
eventually reached Europe. 


Erdogan initially agreed to hold back the migrant tide in 
2016 after the European Union paid Ankara €6 billion, 
but the Turkish leader is now using the threat of re- 
opening the floodgates to push for more money and 
concessions. 


* Kk OO 


My voice is being silenced by free speech-hating Silicon 
Valley behemoths who want me disappeared forever. It 

is CRUCIAL that you support me. Please sign up for the 
free newsletter here. Donate to me on SubscribeStar here. 
Support my sponsor — Turbo Force — a supercharged 
boost of clean energy without the comedown. 


US Answers China Provocations In Show of 
Force ‘Elephant Walk’ Of B-52 Bombers In Guam 
& 

am, 

by Tyler Durden 


Wed, 04/15/2020 - 08:51 


Days after China conducted a military drill with fighter 
jets and an aircraft carrier near Taiwan, the US Air Force 
conducted its own 'show of force’ demonstrating defense 
readiness with an ‘elephant walk' of bombers on 
Anderson Air Force Base in Guam on Monday. 


Guam lies about 1,800 miles east of China, home to a 
continual rotation of America's long-range bombers, 
which provide rapid global strike capability in the Indo- 
Asia-Pacific region. 
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| la Vic Stars & 
Stripes/US Air Force: A Navy MH-60S Knighthawk, Air 
Force RQ-4 Global Hawk, Navy MQ-4C Triton, Air Force B- 
52 Stratofortresses and KC-135 Stratotankers perform an 
"elephant walk" at Andersen Air Force Base on Monday, 
April 13, 2020. 


The elephant walk, which involved a dozen or more 
aircraft taxiing in tight formation just prior to rapid take- 
offs, also came amid ongoing North Korean aircraft drills 
marking the birthday of the nation's founder, Kim II Sung 
- Un's grandfather. On Tuesday Pyongyang further 
conducted what were described as multiple cruise missile 
launch tests. 


American military officials confirmed in tweet that 
multiple bombers, including B-52 Stratofortresses, 
performed the display of strength which "showcases their 


commitment to ensure regional stability throughout the 
Indo-Pacific," at Andersen Air Force Base. 


#ICYMI A @USNavy MQ-4C Triton, @usairforce RQ-4 
Global Hawk, B-52 Stratofortresses, and KC-135 


Stratotankers at Andersen AFB, Guam, perform an 
Elephant Walk April 13, 2020. The Elephant Walk 
showcases their commitment to ensure regional stability 
throughout the Indo-Pacific. pic.twitter.com/LUDdzh6alk 


— PACAF (@PACAF) April 14, 2020 


Previously Taiwan's Defense Ministry confirmed that the 
Chinese PLA carrier Liaoning was accompanied by 
five warships to make a provocative pass through the 
Miyako Strait, which is between Japan's islands of 
Miyako and Okinawa northeast of Taiwan over the 
weekend. 


Stars & Stripes/US Air Force 


Perhaps most interesting is that Stars & Stripes, the 
premier US military news source, linked Monday's 
elephant walk with the Pentagon's recent attempts to 
assure the American public and the world that it 
remains in a full state of preparedness despite the 
coronavirus pandemic striking the US hard, which has 
for weeks now been the global epicenter. 


Stars & Stripes reports: 


With the USS Theodore Roosevelt sidelined nearby 
due to the coronavirus, the U.S. military on Guam 
exhibited a reminder of its deep bench this week in a 
region where global powers compete. 


Fourteen aircraft paraded in a formation known as an 
“elephant walk” along the runway at Andersen Air Force 


Base on Monday. Among them were five B-52 
Stratofortress strategic bombers; six KC-135 Stratotanker 
aerial refuelers; an MH-60S Knighthawk helicopter; and 
two unmanned aerial vehicles: an Air Force RQ-4 Global 
Hawk and a Navy MQ-4C Triton. 


Chinese state media over the weekend bragged that its 
PLA forces have 'defeated' coronavirus and remain intact 
and force ready. 


Chinese aircraft carrier Liaoning, file image, AFP/Getty. 


~ rae 


"A Chinese naval flotilla headed into the Pacific over the 
weekend, evidence that the People's Liberaty Army 
Navy has done a much better job controlling 
coronavirus than the US Navy, according to a story 
posted on the PLA's English-language website,"CNN 
reported, citing PLA English-language media. 
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"A Chinese naval flotilla headed into the Pacific over the 
weekend, evidence that the People's Liberaty Army 
Navy has done a much better job controlling 
coronavirus than the US Navy, according to a story 
posted on the PLA's English-language website,"CNN 
reported, citing PLA English-language media. 


“Major Blow To US": Large Group Of US-Backed 


Fighters 'Defect' To Assad Forces 
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by Tyler Durden 
Wed, 04/15/2020 - 19:50 


The brutal proxy war in Syria, which has had the deep 
involvement of American intelligence and the Pentagon, 
has been wrapping up after grinding on for nine years. 
With the coronavirus pandemic now completely taking 
over the news cycle, and as Washington struggles to 
contain both the virus and devastating economic fallout, 
Syria has taken a far back seat in Western media 
despite the continued presence of American forces on 
the ground. 


It seems Damascus is ready to take advantage of the 
situation, rolling back US influence and presence in 
the country. Syrian media as well as local sources say a 
large group of US-backed and trained fighters from al- 
Tanf camp, where American special forces have 
maintained a presence for years, have defected to the 
Syrian Army. 


a US special 


ee = re AS 
forces at Tanf base, file image. 


"Several U.S.-backed rebel fighters willingly surrendered 
themselves to the Syrian Arab Army (SAA) forces in the 
Homs Governorate this week," Beirut-based Syrian war 
monitor al-Masdar News reports, citing local sources. 
"Members of the U.S.-backed rebel forces in the Tanf 
region of southeastern Homs agreed to surrender their 
weapons and equipment to the Syrian Arab Army after 
lengthy negotiations." 


Pro-government media described it asa major blow to 
the United States" in the region. Video circulated on 
social media purporting to show a convoy of vehicles 
leaving the al-Tanf region to join the pro-government 
side. 


The video was reportedly taken by a reporter with the 
pro-government broadcaster "Sham FM" and purports to 
show the defectors entering Tadmour from al-Tanf in 
southeast Homs province: 
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— Yusha Yuseef sy (@MIG29_) April 14, 2020 


An 8-vehicle convoy reportedly departed the area with US 
military presence and drove to a Syrian Army post across 
the desert, where militants handed over their equipment 
and weapons. 


The conditions of the agreement have not been made 
known, but negotiations had reportedly been ongoing for 
some time. More broadly, Damascus has pursued a 
‘reconciliation’ program - offering select 'rebel’ militant 
groups amnesty opportunities if they switch back to pro- 
government forces. 


For years the Pentagon has been training and equipping 
the Kurdish and Arab 'Syrian Democratic Forces' (or 
SDF) — however, the Kurdish-dominated group in Syria's 


northeast has lately felt betrayed by Washington last 
year essentially giving Turkey's Erdogan a green light 
to invade northern Syria. 


In particular, America's control of al-Tanf and its border 
crossing into Iraq has also been consistently condemned 
by Russia. The US has long maintained its presence 1s 
needed to fight ISIS, but Russia has called it an 
imperialistic land grab of sovereign Syrian soil in order to 
ultimately pressure Assad. 


US Space Command Blasts Russia's ‘Hostile’ 
Anti-Satellite Weapon Test 

& 
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by Tyler Durden 


Wed, 04/15/2020 - 23:50 


It appears Trump's newly establish Space Command has 
something to keep it busy with as Russia on 

Wednesday flexed its muscle in space in a new test of 
what's being described as a ground-based, direct- 
ascent anti-satellite weapon (or ASAT weapon). 


Space Command issued a condemnation later in the day 
Wednesday against the potential "threat" and "act of 
ageression,” with SPACECOM chief Jay Raymond 
saying, "Russia’s DA-ASAT test provides yet another 
example that the threats to U.S. and allied space 


systems are real, serious, and growing," according to 
an official statement. 


Earth orbit file image. 


"The United States is ready and committed to deterring 
aggression and defending the nation, our allies, and U.S. 
interests from hostile acts in space," the statement said. 


SPACECOM didn't specify where the ASAT weapon was 
aimed during the test, believed to have been a Nudol 
ballistic missile, and crucially indicated it wasn't 
tracking any debris. 


Such tests are deeply controversial given they involve live 
targeting of an object in space, though it's believed the 
Kremlin has actually yet to be successful even after nine 
reported Nudol space missile tests going back to 2014. 


File image 
of 2016 launch of Russian Soyuz 2.1a rocket carryin 
Lomonosov, Aist-2D and SamSat-218 satellites. AP image. 


As The Vergedescribes: 


ASAT tests are also widely condemned by many in the 
space community, as these demonstrations typically 
create hundreds to thousands of pieces of debris that 
can last for months, and even years, in orbit. Because 
these tests are high speed and high impact, the resulting 
debris can spread far and wide. Those pieces then pose a 
threat to other functioning spacecraft. A fast-moving 
piece of junk can render an operational satellite 
inoperable if they hit head on. 


Though upon last year's establishment of the US Space 
Force, Moscow itself said it dangerously upped the ante to 


'weaponize space' - it's Washington now calling out 
‘Russia's hypocrisy’. 


“This test 1s further proof of Russia’s hypocritical 
advocacy of outer space arms control proposals designed 
to restrict the capabilities of the United States while 
clearly having no intention of halting their counterspace 
weapons programs,” Gen. Raymond said. 


Air Force 


Gen. John "Jay" Raymond stands with President Donald 
Trump during a ceremony to establish the US Space 
Command last August, via AP. 


Last year while Trump's initiative for a military branch 
which would deal exclusively with threats to US national 
security in space and related interests was being debated, 


one key objection raised was that it could spark a new 
race for the weaponization of space. 


However, hawks argued that 1t would be inevitable and 
that if the administration and Pentagon didn't act, Russia 
or China may do it first, leaving the US incredibly 
vulnerable in this new domain. It appears the process is 
already well underway. 


‘Secret’ National Guard Unit Ready To Enforce 
"Martial Law' In Washington DC 


a. 
by Tyler Durden 
Fri, 04/17/2020 - 08:25 


Ever since governors started calling up national guard 
units last month, the Pentagon has insisted that the 
soldiers remain firmly under the command of the 
governors that called them up, and that the Pentagon isn't 
using the troops to plan for any federal 'secret missions' or 
‘martial law', should the crisis spiral out of control and 
threaten ‘continuity of government’. 


Now, a report in Newsweek purports to prove that the 
Pentagon lied. In reality, a 10,000 soldier strong national 
guard unit has been deployed to the capital area with a 
'secret' assignment to enforce martial law in 
Washington DC and help evacuate lawmakers and top 
government officials if things go south. 


In reality, the joint task force is already 10k strong, and is 
already on 24/7 alert. 


And yet the activation of Joint Task Force National 
Capital Region, including almost 10,000 uniformed 
personnel to carry out its special orders, contradicts 
those assurances. JTF-NCR is not only real and 
operating, reporting directly to the Secretary of Defense 
for some of its mission, but some of its units are already 
on 24/7 alert, specially sequestered on military bases and 


kept out of coronavirus support duties to ensure their 
readiness. 


Members of the Illinois 106th Aviation Battalion was 
called up under a federal statute placing them directly 
under the control of the Secretary of Defense. The 
soldiers, along with several Black Hawk helicopters, 
shipped out of Decatur, Illinois armory last month. 


The first hints about this "secret mission" were included 
in a local Illinois newspaper's report about the call-up of 
Illinois National Guard forces who were being deployed 
at Fort Belvoir outside Washington. In addition to their 
normal mission objectives, the report noted that the unit 
had also been assigned a bevy of unfamiliar tasks, 
including: evacuating officials, lawmakers and 
members of the judiciary aboard 106th Aviation 
Regiment helicopters. 


Here are more details courtesy of Newsweek, including 
information about the Major General who would 
effectively be in charge of securing the capital district if 
martial law were imposed. 


Unlike other Guardsmen activated under "Title 32" 
orders—under gubernatorial control but paid for by the 
federal government—the soldiers of the 106th were 
activated under "Title 10" orders, strict federal duty 
as if they were going to be shipped off to Afghanistan 


or Iraq. Except that in this case, the battlefield is 
Washington, DC. 


On that battlefield, the Illinois 106th Aviation Battalion's 
helicopters would be used to evacuate everyone from 
Army leaders to the White House. 


"We are that quick reaction force that allows us to help 
mobilize forces within the Washington DC area, evacuate 
people, or whatever that might be," says Cpt. Adam 
Kowalski of the Illinois Guard. "We're kind of like that 
big taxicab that makes sure everybody gets where they 
need to be and keeps the government going." 


The soldiers in the unit, as well as their commanders, 
have been studying the Joint Emergency Evacuation Plan 
- the official protocol for moving and protecting senior 
officials at the Defense Department - and other plans that 
cover the evacuation of top civilian officials, like 
lawmakers and the president. 


He and his fellow officers have been studying the Joint 
Emergency Evacuation Plan (JEEP), the national plan to 
move Defense Department officials to alternative 
locations outside the Washington area. JEEP is not the 
only plan. It is supplemented by Atlas as well, which 
designates the procedures for the movement of civilian 
leaders, called "Enduring Constitutional 
Government," ensuring the survival of the legislature 


and the judiciary. And above JEEP and Atlas are the 
highly classified Octagon, Freeyack and Zodiac plans that 
deal with other emergencies, and the movement of the 
White House and other presidential successors. 


The March 16 order that activated JTF-NCR placed all of 
this planning under the command of Maj. Gen. Omar J. 
Jones IV. In "peacetime," the Army Major General 
commands the Military District of Washington, an Army 
unit mostly known mostly for its ceremonial and 
memorial expertise, providing the soldiers at Arlington 
National Cemetery, the Drum and Fife formations for 
parades, the grave and precise standard bearers for state 
funerals. Following post 9/11 organizational changes, Maj. 
Gen. Jones was also "dual-hatted" as the commander of 
Joint Forces Headquarters—National Capital Region, an 
organization created after it became clear that no single 
command was in charge of immediate response in 
Washington. There was not even a single military 
interface with the White House and what's called ''the 
interagency", one organization that would be in 
charge as continuity of government or other disaster 
plans were implemented. 


In peacetime, the Joint Forces Headquarters is merely a 
coordinator, with each of the military services retaining 
control of their forces. But once the Joint Task Force is 
activated, as it has been now, operations and units shift to 


what the military calls "operational command."Maj. Gen. 
Jones is now in charge. He isn't some martial law 
commander who takes precedence over any civil 
authorities, nor is he out in public telling anyone 
outside his secretive task force what to do. But he is 
the military man who would be in charge in 
Washington if civil government broke down. 


However, if shit really does hit the fan, these contingency 
measures might not even be of much help:''No one wants 
to talk evacuation, especially when there's nowhere to 
go,"' said one purportedly 'senior' military officer who 
was working on ‘continuity of government’ planning. 


Washington DC 1s in the midst of a spike in new 
coronavirus cases, and the mayor earlier this week just 
extended a stay at home order until the middle of next 
month. 


New Evidence CV Is An Escaped Experiment; U.S. 
Funded Wuhan Lab $3.7M Studying Bats, Safety 
Warnings 

Aaron Kesel 


April 17th, 2020 
Activist Post 


This article was originally published by Aaron Kesel 
at Activist Post. 


A new documentary film by Epoch Times in 
collaboration with NTD (New Tang Dynasty 
Television), both based in New York, details 
additional concerning — and potentially horrifying — 
facts that the Wuhan coronavirus 1s a biological 
experiment that either escaped or was deliberately 
released (see at end of article). This comes as UK 
ministers are expressing doubt that the coronavirus 
originated from Wuhan’s Hunan Seafood market and 
rather insist that there is credible evidence it came 
from Wuhan’s lab, which also had U.S. funding. 


The documentary led by investigative reporter 
Joshua Philipp takes an in-depth look at the 
progression of the pandemic from January to April, 


and details how Shi Zhengli a virologist often called 
China’s “bat woman” altered studies throwing the 
world’s science community off the trail in order to 
support her claim that the Wuhan coronavirus virus 
(COVID-19) came from bats at the market. The film 
also dissects the virus in great detail exposing its 
spike (or S-proteins), which has layers of HIV-1 
gp120 included in it and its nucleoids and amino 
acids, to the history of the Wuhan lab’s experiments 
on bats. Additional claims are made that China 

has covered up much of the earlier information about 
the virus, in some cases even ordering documents 
destroyed. The film by Philipp proves without a 
doubt, at least to this writer, that the virus is a 
biological escaped experiment. 


This is something that Activist Post has been raising 
as a strong possibility to readers, despite alternative 
press being attacked for claiming the virus displayed 
signs of being a biological weapon produced in a lab. 
Dr. Francis Boyle, a professor of international law at 
the University of Illinois College of Law, and the 
man who drafted the Biological Weapons Act of 
1989, recently said in an explosive interview 

with Geopolitics and Empire that the coronavirus 


outbreak in Wuhan likely came from the BSL-4 lab 
in the city. 


Boyle stated in the interview that he believes the 
virus is potentially lethal and an offensive biological 
warfare weapon or dual-use biowarfare weapons 
agent genetically modified with function properties. 
Boyle also touched on a fact this reporter stated 
previously — how Chinese biowarfare agents 
working at the Canadian lab in Winnipeg were 
involved in the smuggling of coronavirus to 
Wuhan’s lab in July of last year. 


Recently, scientists have now admitted and found 
that the coronavirus kills the immune system by 
attacking T-cells; This alludes to a confirmation of 
earlier reports retracted by Indian scientists 

that ZeroHedge reported which stated COVID-19 
SARS2 had four new sequences matching HIV-1 
gp120 inserted into its spike or S-proteins. Dr. Judy 
Mikovits a molecular biologist and former director 
at the lab of Antiviral Mechanisms NCI, makes the 
same argument in Epoch Times‘ film, stating that: 
“the virus is certainly not natural, given the S- 
proteins and E-proteins.” 


Mikovits isn’t the only molecular biologist speaking 
out; Czech Dr. Sona Pekova is also working on the 
tests for the virus and stated that it’s likely an 
escaped lab experiment due to the modified proteins. 


Ministers in UK are now no longer dismissing the 
theory that the coronavius pandemic erupted due to a 
biological experiment gone wrong, or a deliberate 
release, The Dailymail reported. “There is a credible 
alternative view [to the zoonotic theory] based on 
the nature of the virus. Perhaps it is no coincidence 
that there is that laboratory in Wuhan. It is not 
discounted.” Cobra the emergency committee led by 
recently infected recovering Borris Johnson, said. 


Even the Pentagon, which had previously flatly 
dismissed the possibility, now seems at least open to 
other considerations according to a recent statement 


cited by Defense One: 


“There’s a lot of rumor and speculation in a wide 
variety of media, blog sites, etc.,” (Joint Chiefs 
Chairman) Milley said. “It should be no surprise to 
you that we have taken a keen interest in that, and 
we have had a lot of intelligence take a hard look at 
that.” 


“At this point it’s inconclusive, although the weight 
of evidence seems to indicate natural, but we do not 
know for sure,” Milley said. 


The approximate £30 million Wuhan Institute of 
Virology, based ten miles from the infamous wet 
market, 1s supposed to be one of the most secure 
virology labs in the world. A second institute in the 
city, the Wuhan Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention — is barely three miles from the accused 
market — 1s also believed to have carried out 
experiments on animals such as bats to examine the 
transmission of coronaviruses. The Wuhan Institute 
of Virology was involved in carrying out research on 
bats from the Yunnan caves which scientists believe 
is the original source of the 

outbreak, Dailymail reported. 


Beyond that, it has now emerged that several U.S. 
state department cables warned of safety issues of 
the lab, Washington Post reported. 


WaPo reports that the U.S State Department 
received two cables from U.S. Embassy officials in 
2018 warning of inadequate safety at a Wuhan, 
China biolab conducting “risky studies” on bat 


coronaviruses, according to the Washington Post, 
which notes that the cables have “fueled discussions 
inside the U.S. government about whether this or 
another Wuhan lab was the source of the virus.” 
Interestingly enough, this coincides with a warning 
that same year from a major U.S. 

government report from the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine which warned 
that advances in synthetic biology now allow 
scientists to have the capability to recreate 
dangerous viruses from scratch; make harmful 
bacteria more deadly; and modify common microbes 
so that they churn out lethal toxins once they enter 
the body. 


It has also emerged that Wuhan’s Virology Institute 
was funded for 3.7 million by the NIH (National 
Institutes of Health) headed by none other than 
Anthony Fauci. Results of the research were 
published in November 2017 under the headline: 


“Discovery of a rich gene pool of bat SARS-related 


coronaviruses provides new insights into the origin 
of SARS coronavirus.” 


This may explain why despite the virus has been 
claimed to be airborne and able to spread a 


now reported 13 feet. Regardless, the U.S. or any 
country has refused to say the virus may be an 
escaped lab experiment. The FBI also discussed 
several suspicious encounters where Chinese 
nationals were trying to smuggle viruses out of the 
U.S., including a coronavirus, as Activist 


Post reported. 


This doesn’t include the case in January, where the 
head of Harvard University’s chemistry department, 
Charles Lieber, was federally charged with failing to 
disclose funding from the Chinese government, after 
he hid his involvement in China’s “Thousand 
Talents Program,” along with Chinese nationals. It 
also doesn’t include an incident in a Canadian lab in 
Winnipeg where coronavirus samples were 
smuggled to Wuhan’s lab in July of last year by a 
couple. Typically, Canadian and U.S. authorities 
work hand in hand; in 2001 after the September 11 
attacks the agency established a permanent presence 
in Ottawa, Canada for terrorism and cross-border 
related cases. 


The FBI’s report also specifically uses the words, 
“biosecurity risk” when describing China, which 


is typically used to refer to the intentional misuse of 


pathogens, such as for bioterrorism and biosafety, 
which covers accidental release according to the 
World Heath Organization. 


The Lancet medical journal published a study 
finding that many of the first cases of the novel 
coronavirus, including suspected patient zero, had no 
connection to the wet market, leading many 
including Boyle to speculate with abundant evidence 
listed above that the virus may have been a bio 
accident. Lancet also makes note that there are no 
bats sold at the Wuhan Seafood market, as the CDC 
themselves admitted. Many suspect that “patient 
zero” was actually Shi Zhengli’s assistant Huang 
Yan Ling, who has gone missing and was 
suspiciously removed from the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology’s website as Laowhy86 noted in a 
YouTube video investigating the coronavirus’s 
origins entitled: “I Found The Source of the 
Coronavirus.” 


Zhengli has denied that Ling was patient zero, 
expressing it was “fake news” that her or any other 
researcher was infected. However, Chinese media 
has continued the investigation, whether or not 
patient zero was Ling or another researcher. South 


Chinese scientists have raised concerns as well, 
expressing that there were two separate lab incidents 
with the coronavirus-infected bats, one spilling 
blood and the other spilling urine on lab workers, 

as Activist Post reported. 


Ironically, one of those South Chinese scientists was 
X10 Botao, a researcher who purportedly knew Ling 
and called her in his report “Patient Zero.” 


It is worth noting the lab was officially working with 
different strains of coronavirus, as well as other 
deadly illnesses like Ebola, beginning in 2018. This 
lab is just a few miles away from the Huanan wet 
market where the first case of the coronavirus 1s 
believed to have been transmitted. 


Even before the lab opened, scientists all over the 
world were voicing concerns about the potential 
dangers. An article was published in the prestigious 
science journal Nature in 2017, detailing the plans 
for the lab and sharing expert opinions about how a 
dangerous bug could leak from the facility. In fact, 
the SARS virus has escaped from high-level 
containment facilities in Beijing multiple times. 


Interestingly enough, in 2004, China punished five 
top officials of the Chinese Centre for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) for the outbreak of 
SARS. The investigation found that the release of 
the virus was due to the negligence of two CDC 
employees who were infected and was not 
deliberate, China Daily reported. 


ZeroHedge pointed out that a job post from the 
Wuhan Virology Institute on November 18th , 2019 
asked for researchers to “use bats to research the 
molecular mechanism that allows Ebola and SARS- 
associated coronaviruses to lie dormant for a long 
time without causing diseases.” 


What was missed at the time by many of us is that 
the same job post board has another shocking 
post on December 24th 2019, which states the 
following: 


Long-term research on the pathogenic biology of 
bats carrying important viruses has confirmed the 
origin of bats for major human and animal infectious 
diseases such as SARS and SADS, and discovered 
and identified a large number of new viruses 1n bats 
and rodents. 


In 2015, the National Library of Medicine published 
a paper warning that a “SARS-like cluster of 
circulating bat coronaviruses pose a threat for human 
emergence.” That same year, Nature published an 
article warning that a hybrid lab-created version of a 
bat coronavirus — one related to the virus that 
causes SARS (severe acute respiratory syndrome) — 
could cause a possible pandemic. 


In 2020, another paper was published in Nature, 
which claimed that the Wuhan coronavirus is closely 
related to (CoVZC45 and CoVZXC21) sampled 
from bats from Zhoushan by the People Liberation 
Army of China. The E-protein and NSP7 show 

100% amino acid similarity to CoVZC45 and 89.1% 
similarity to nucleoids of the CoVZC45 virus which, 
according to Mikovitz proves it is not a natural virus. 
Further, she adds, the S-proteins also show a 
similarity to the original SARS. 


According to the documentary by Epoch Times and 
NTD, the following research further illustrates the 
origins of the Wuhan coronavirus. 


On January 23, 2020 the Wuhan virus exploded. 
While Wuhan announced the lockdown of the city, 


Dr. Shi Zhengli of the Wuhan Institute of Virology, 
published a paper in the authoritative science 
journal, Nature on February 3, 2020 stating that the 
Wuhan coronavirus was of probable bat origin. The 
paper indicated that the Wuhan virus utilized the 
same key as SARS to gain entry into the human 
body. She also announced the 2019-nCoV genome 
sequence was 96.2% consistent with a bat 
coronavirus originating in Yunnan, China, called 
RaTG13, signaling a natural source of the Wuhan 
virus. 


Since the SARS outbreak in 2003, Shi Zhengli had 
been conducting research on coronaviruses. From 
2010 onward, the focus of Shi and her team, was 
redirected to identifying the capacity for coronavirus 
transmission across species, specifically putting the 
spotlight on the S protein of the coronaviruses. Her 
team’s research in the Wuhan virology lab, has been 
looking into the part that can make coronaviruses 
transmittable to humans. 


In June, 2010, a team including Shi Zhengli, 
published a paper. It described research to 
understand the susceptibility of angiotensin 
converting enzyme 2 ACE-2 proteins, of different 


bat species to the S Protein of the SARS virus. In the 
experiments, they also modified key amino acid 
codons to mutate the bats ACE-2 to examine 
compatibility with the SARS S Protein. This paper 
demonstrated their awareness of the special 
relationship between the S Protein and the ACE-2 
receptor. It also signified that Shi had unearthed the 
passageway for coronaviruses into human bodies. 


In October, 2013, Shi and her team published a 
paper in Nature. They claimed a breakthrough in 
coronavirus research. They successfully isolated 
three viruses from bats, one of which had a S Protein 
that integrated with human ACE-?2 receptors. This 
effectively demonstrated the direct human infection 
of SARS-like viruses to humans, without the need of 
an intermediate host. 


Then in November, 2015, Shi and her team at the 
Wuhan virology lab once again published a paper. 
This time in the British journal, Nature Medicine. 
They discussed the creation of a synthetic virus, a 
self-replicating Chimeric virus. This virus had the 
SARS virus as the framework, with the key S 
protein replaced, by the one they had found in a bat 
coronavirus, she mentioned in her 2013 paper. This 


new virus demonstrated a powerful ability for cross- 
species infection. 


The mice infected with the synthetic virus revealed 
severe lung damage with no cure. This symbolized 
that Shi’s successful splicing of the SARS virus, was 
a key to open the door to the cross-species 
transmission. They planned to further experiment on 
primates, although Shi Zhengli did not indicate any 
conclusion from this research. Her move to research 
on primates wasn’t done without controversy. Shi’s 
experiments quickly triggered widespread debates 
from the academic community. Simon Wain-Hobson 
of the Pasteur Institute in France, expressed deep 
concerns. He told Nature, “If the new virus escaped, 
nobody could predict the trajectory. Propagation 
could happen anywhere. 


It’s worth noting that on February 7th, Chinese 
Major General Chen Wei, China’s chief biochemical 
weapon defense expert, the Chinese Academy of 
Military Medical Sciences and “Director of the 
Institute of Biological Engineering” took over the 
Wuhan Virology Institute P4 laboratory according to 
Xilu a Chinese Military website. That’s not all 
China’s leader Xi Jing Ping called for the inclusion 


of a bio-security into China’s National Security 
framework, and to accelerate the introduction of a 
bio-security law, South China Morning Post reported. 


CONFIRMED UNFORTUNATELY — Chinese 
Military Website Xilu — China's chief biochemical 
weapon defense expert enters Han to fight the 
epidemic! The decisive battle 


begins:https://t.co/z2k2GzmbP Uhttps://t.co/AS5vePJ 
GuDT 


— @)K #FreeAssange #BOT XP X (B )8 
(@An0nAKnOwledge) February 9, 2020 


Symptoms of the coronavirus include a fever, 
cough, shortness of breath, and other breathing 
difficulties. However, according to Chinese state 
media, some are not experiencing any of these 
symptoms and are instead 


There are also emerging suspected symptoms; for 
example, French scientists have warned that 
COVID-19 may cause dermatological problems such 
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Best preventive measures include washing your 
hands, and avoiding public places where someone 
may be sick, according to the CDC. 


Since the virus outbreak was officially announced in 
January, scientists have found a multitude of 
everlasting damage caused to our bodies including 
but not limited to — heart problems, liver damage, 
kidney damage, brain damage, and lung damage. 
This has many scientists and doctors perplexed 

and worried about the coronavirus and its effects on 
our current and future health. British scientific 
advisers have even estimated the pandemic may be 
as much as 15 to 40 times worse than what China 
has said. 


According to a leaked audio recording by Epoch 
Times, a Chinese military expert who spoke to 
military medics revealed that in recovered patients, 
the immune system is totally destroyed and they 
could remain contagious. He added, “do not expect a 
vaccine, let me tell you. Do not expect there’Il be a 
vaccine. Those who talked about how vaccines can 


be developed are all charlatans. Those who have 
been infected will have a lot of trouble. (Now that it 
has spread far and wide,) what’s next, how it will 
develop later, no one has a clue. This virus, in fact, 
is how humans are going to self-destruct. There 1s 
absolutely nothing we can do about it.” However, he 
added, that the only solution is to “increase your 
own personal immunity.” 


Moreover, the South China Morning Post issued a 
new warning to lab technicians around the world. 
According to French scientists in a new (non-peer- 
reviewed) paper, they had to bring the temperature 
almost to a boiling point in order to kill the virus. 


Professor Remi Charrel and colleagues at the Aix- 
Marseille University in southern Franceheated the 
virus that causes Covid-19 to 60 degrees Celsius 
(140 Fahrenheit) for an hour and found that some 
strains were still able to replicate. 


China lied about SARS previously, which was a 
biological accident 3 out of the 4 times according to 
the World Health Organization. So, with all this 
evidence pointing back to China, using Occam’s 
razor we can determine that the virus more than 


likely leaked from Wuhan Institute of Virology, 
especially given the infectious spread infecting every 
country in the world in a matter of months. 


Ironically, and something you can take as predictive 
programming or a warning from Hollywood, the 
2011 movie Contagion 1s about a bat coronavirus 
which escapes China and ravages the world without 
a cure according to IMDB. 


However, as Activist Post wrote while discussing the 
increase of a police surveillance state, measures 
being put into place now will likely remain long 
after the pandemic has stopped and the virus has run 
its course. That’s the everlasting effect that COVID- 
19 will have on our society. Essentially, we are 
entering COVID-1984. The coronavirus is now 
classified as a pandemic by the World Health 
Organization, and it may very well be a legitimate 
health concern for all of us around the world and the 
virus itself may be an escaped lab experiment as this 
article details. But it’s the government’s response 
that should worry us all more in the long run like 
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increased phone surveillance and talking “pandemic 
drones.” 


You can watch the full investigative documentary by 
the Epoch Times and NTD entitled: “Tracking Down 
the Origin of the Wuhan Coronavirus” below. 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gdd7dtDaYmM 


Red Alert — Cornell de Beer 


Postedby 444 Prophecy Newson 2020/04/1511 
Comments 


Red Alert 


April 15, 2020 4:37 AM 
Cornell de Beer 

Beloved brother and sister please pray 
upon this message for confirmation. I 
believe our Lord use us in many ways. 
God bless you! I'm honestly a little 
freaked out but God will help us we 
know that. 


Dear brothers and sisters! Red alert. 


I believe the reason why our Lord warns us by His 
prophets to NOT take the vaccine for the coronavirus is 
as follows. 


The zest: There is alien DNA as most of us already know 
and believe in the coming coronavirus vacine BUT EVEN 


WORSE, IT IS MOST POSSIBLY INTELLIGENT AND 
ALIVE! 


It does not only control and kill but CAN alter people’s 
emotions to become aggressive and hateful. Then I 
remembered the prophecy recently about the super 
soldiers coming out of Russia ... 


There is so much more to this, to much for my average 
Joe understanding but I need to share at least what I can 
understand! (It is possible that 5G might come into play 
here with frequencies they use within our own DNA that 
mix with this alien technology. Once activated it 
manipulates the minds/body. It might not be 5G but it 
might be. There is definitely a way that they use some sort 
of wave frequency). 


Bruises on feet ‘could be sign 
of coronavirus’, Spanish 
doctors claim 


CPView 3 comments 


The Spanish General Council of Official 
Podiatrist is compiling data on foot lesions 


Just couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw a article this 
morning about lesions that’s possible from the 
coronavirus. Dots and dots linking up for me. The 
Spanish council of official podiatrist is compiling data on 
foot lesions and says it could be a sign of the coronavirus. 


People with Morgellons disease claims that it feels like 
there is bugs under their skin. Creeping, crawling and 
stinging sensations. A lady called Mary Leitao raised 
awareness, describing skin sores and filament like 
structure emerging from the skin. These fibres or 
filaments is near macroscopic and comes in different 
colours. 


The thousands of people suffering and tormented with this 
is being diagnosed with psychiatric conditions. Please 
note this information about Morgellons is mostly from 
2009. With new technologies, we can only imagine how 
much further along they are... 


Harald Kautz-Vella that expertise in geology, physics and 
science claims that black goo or sentient oil intelligence 
are the building blocks behind the elite’s agenda to 
commandeer the world. Technology that has being in play 
since 2003 that directly alters the DNA/RNA structures 
within humans. Elites controlling and reprogramming this 
Black Goo substance that mirrors the consciousness of 
humans. 


Deposits of this is mostly found in Antarctica. Think 
about evil movies with demons, people displaying black 
oil coming out of their eyes. Popular singers that display 
black oil in various ways in videos. To me that is no 
coincidence. 
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The spider picture attached (or what he perceived as 
spiders) is what a person painted with Morgellons. What 
he saw in his mind these bugs looks like. Revelation 9 
immediately jumped into mind. 


I have no scientific background but I am convinced that 
there is truth in this. In my spirit, I feel an urgency to 
share this. Do not take this vaccine. 


God loves as fiercely! God is faithful and will always 
warn and make us aware of the dangers ahead. We praise 


our Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer and 
love Him with all our hearts, souls and mind. All Glory 
and praise belongs to our Almighty Father God. 


Please pray upon this for insight from the Holy Spirit the 
Truth is inside us. 


Stay safe everyone! 
Cornell 


Sjursen: What On Earth Is The US Doing By Bombing 
Somalia? 


£. 
by Tyler Durden 
Thu, 05/21/2020 - 03:10 


Authored by Maj. Danny Sjursen, USA (ret.) via 
AntiWar.com, 

The Trump administration has quietly ramped up a 
vicious bombing — and covert raiding — campaign in 
Somalia amid a global coronavirus pandemic. Neither 
the White House nor the Pentagon has provided any 
explanation for the deadly escalation of a war that 
Congress hasn’t declared and the media rarely reports. At 
stake are many thousands of lives. 


The sublie statistics show a considerable increase in 
airstrikes from Obama’s presidency. From 2009 to 
2016, the U.S. military’s Africa Command (AFRICOM) 
announced 36 airstrikes in Somalia. Under Trump, it 
conducted at least 63 bombing raids just last year, with 
another 39 such attacks in the first four months of 2020. 
The ostensible US target has usually been the Islamist 
insurgent group al-Shabab, but often the real — or at least 
consequent — victims are long-embattled Somali civilians. 
As for the most direct victims, it’s become clear that 
notoriously 1image-conscious AFRICOM public affairs 
officers have long undercounted and underreported the 
number of civilians killed in their expanding aerial 
bombardments. According to Airwars, a UK-based 
airstrike monitoring group, civilian fatalities — 

while low relative to other bombing campaigns in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, or Syria — may exceed official Pentagon 
estimates by as much as 6,800 percent. Only these deaths 
don’t tell the half of it. Tens of thousands of Somalis have 


fled areas that the US regularly bombs, filtering into 
already overcrowded refugee camps outside of the capital 
of Mogadishu. 

There are approximately 2.6 million internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in Somalia who barely 
survive and are often reliant on humanitarian 

aid. So vulnerable are the refugees in the pandemic-petri- 
dish camps, that one mother of seven described feeling 
“like we are waiting for death to come.” Her fears may 
prove justified. Recently, coronavirus cases have risen 
rapidly in Somalia — a country with no public health 
system to speak of — and due to severely limited testing 
availability, experts believe the actual tally is much higher 
than reported. No matter how AFRICOM spins it, their 
escalatory war will only exacerbate the country’s slow- 
boiling crisis. 

A Sordid Backstory 

While comprehensive analysis of the sordid history of US 
military operations in Somalia would fill multiple 
volumes, it’s worth recalling the basic contours of 
Washington’s record. During the Cold War, the US 
pressured the United Nations to hand over the ethnically 
Somali Ogaden region to Ethiopia, then proceeded to arm 
and back this sworn enemy of Mogadishu. That is until 
Marxist Ethiopian military officers took power in a 1974 
putsch, at which point America turned on a dime, 

and changed sides. Washington then backed Somalia in 
the ensuing war over Ogaden. Over the next decade and a 


half, the US propped up the abusive and corrupt Somali 
dictator Mohammed Siad Barre. 

Nevertheless, after the Berlin Wall came down and Barre, 
a notorious human rights-violator, had outlived his Cold 
War usefulness, Congress cut off military and — more 
importantly — economic aid. Barre was soon toppled in a 
coup, and clan-based militias carved up the remnants of 
the Somali state. Civil war raged, and hundreds of 
thousands of civilians starved to death in the 

ensuing famine. Thanks to the blockbuster 2001 
Hollywood film “Blackhawk Down,” what came next is 
the one bit of Somali history most Americans know. In 
1992, US troops filtered into Somalia to support what 
began as a United Nations humanitarian response. No 
doubt, they eventually did some good. 

In the chaos, the UN and especially the UStook sides in 
the civil war. Then after American special operators killed 
numerous civilians in the hunt for one particular warlord, 
thousands of angry Somalis turned on a group of army 
rangers and Delta Force commandos during another 
botched raid. In the day-long battle that inspired the 

film, 18 US soldiers and — far less reported — some 500 
Somali men, women, and children were killed. With no 
stomach for the bad press of body bags being brought 
home, President Bill Clinton pulled the troops out within 
months. 

For several years, Washington reverted to largely 
ignoring the ongoing Somali tragedy. That is until the 


2001 terror attacks in New York and Washington, D.C., 
placed the region — and anything vaguely Islamist — into 
the Pentagon’s crosshairs. There hadn’t been much of an 
al-Qaeda presence in Somalia at the time, so the US 
basically “invented” one. In 2006, after an imperfect 

but popular Islamic Courts movement brought 

some stability to the capitol, Washington 

encouraged, backed, and even took part in an Ethiopian 
invasion. 

This too backfired. The more hardline al-Shabab 

was empowered, largely catalyzed, and grew in popularity 
through its resistance to the illegal Ethiopian occupation 
and to the corrupt UN and U.S.-backed interim 
governments that followed. What AFRICOM’s director of 
operations called the “disease” of al-Shabab is now used 
as a vague justification of the latest escalation in US 
airstrikes. 

AFRICOM Inertia 

How many Americans know that some 500—800 US 
troops are based in Somalia at any given time? Fewer still 
likely have the faintest idea that three Americans 

were killed in neighboring Kenya just a few months back, 
when al-Shabab nearly overran an airbase that housed 
some US troops. 

Apathy and ignorance are troubling enough, but as 
has been the case for nearly all recent interventions in 
the Greater Middle East, Washington’s aggressive 
Somalia policy has proven counterproductive. The 


more intense and overt the US military strikes and 
presence, the more empowered al-Shabab becomes since 
the group 1s as much nationalist resistant movement as 
terror group. While this admittedly abhorrent crew kills 
and oppresses Somali civilians as much as or more than 
American bombs or U.S.-backed government security 
forces, Washington’s self-sabotage is real. As a Brown 
University Costs of War Project report concludes: “Al- 
Shabaab is fueled, in part, by the US war against it.” 
Though affiliated with al-Qaeda, al-Shabab’s 

recruits, expertise, and grievances are mainly local. 
Most funding comes from piracy and other criminal 
enterprises. 

The United Nations with tacit support from even 
America’s NATO allies has called for a global 
ceasefire during the coronavirus pandemic. The 
Trump team has only escalated military actions in 
various hotspots — particularly Somalia. This won’t 
play well with allies, adversaries, or neutral nations alike. 
If anything, it will drive the latter into the arms of Russia 
or China. In the face of such strategic inertia, one can’t 
help but wish the US military would heed its own doctrine. 
It might start with number four on its list of the eight 
“paradoxes” of counterinsurgency: “Doing Nothing is 
Sometimes the Best Action.” 


US Outrages China With $180M Torpedoes-For- 
Taiwan Deal On Same Day President Sworn In 
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by Tyler Durden 
Thu, 05/21/2020 - 10:30 


Just after a tweet by Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo congragulating Taiwan on its latest presidential 
election outraged Beijing, later in the day Wednesday the 
US announced a deal to sell $180 worth of torpedoes to 
Taiwan. 

Specifically the agreement is for transferring 18 heavy 
Mk-48 torpedoes to the breakaway island-republic's 
military. 

The US State Department said in announcing the deal: 
“Supplying Taiwan with these torpedoes serves the 
economic and security interests of the United States by 
helping (Taiwan) modernize its armed forces and 
maintaining a reliable defense capability.” 


MK-48 training torpedo loaded onto US submarine, US 


Navy file photo. 


“This deal will also contribute to maintaining political 
stability, balance of power and economic progress in the 
region,” the statement added, in a veiled shot at what 
Washington considers the 'destabilizing' influence of 
China, which historically sees Taiwan as its own. 

"The Defense Security Cooperation Agency delivered the 
required certification notifying Congress of this possible 
sale today," it added. 


A Mk-48 torpedo 1s nearly two feet in diameter and 
weighs 3,520 pounds; it can destroy targets at ranges of 
well over 5 miles out and travels at speeds up to 55 knots. 
Specifically, the "MK-48 Mod 6 Advanced Technology 
heavyweight torpedoes, which feature advanced sonar 
targeting for submarines, along with support equipment 


and related logistics support," are considered a major 
upgrade to Taiwan's submarine arsenal and capabilities. 
Crucially the announcement came the same day Taiwan 
President Tsai Ing-wen was sworn in for her second 
term in office. 

She provocatively verbalized a firm rejection of Chinese 
sovereignty claims in her speech, emphasizing the 
triumph of democracy as an affirmation of the island's 
sovereignty and independence. 


Meanwhile, China reportedly stepped up military drills in 
the contested waters near Taiwan in response to the 
inauguration, which further involved flying PLA fighter 
jets into Taiwan's airspace. 


Beijing Has Finally Run Out Of Patience With Hong 
Kong 


by Tyler Durden 
Thu, 05/21/2020 - 14:38 


Update (1430ET): After China's National Congress 
adopted a resolution calling for a new National Security 
law in Hong Kong, the SCMP spoke with a party insider 
to offer a more detailed account of how we arrived at this 
point, where Beijing is finally moving the pieces into 
place to justify a violent crackdown on dissent in Hong 
Kong. 


Unsurprisingly, Beijing has given up on the idea that 
Hong Kong can be reformed from within, and that 
changes to the city-state's "Basic Law" to impose 
mainland-style censorship and political repression won't 
ever be undertaken voluntarily. 


According to a mainland source familiar with Hong 
Kong affairs, Beijing had come to the conclusion that it 
was impossible for the city’s Legislative Council to pass 
a national security law to enact Article 23 of the city’s 
Basic Law given the political climate. This was why it 
was turning to the NPC to take on the responsibility. 
Article 23 of the city’s mini-constitution requires the 
Hong Kong government to enact its own national security 
law prohibiting acts of “treason, secession, sedition, or 
subversion ”’. 

“Some opposition politicians have shut the window for 
Hong Kong to enact its own national security law,” the 
mainland source said, citing the confrontational 
approach they had adopted towards Beijing. 


“Tf the national security legislation is not done during the 
annual session of the NPC or shortly afterwards, is there 
any guarantee that it can be passed by the Legco in the 
next two years? 


“We can no longer allow acts like desecrating national 
flags or defacing of the national emblem in Hong Kong." 


Notably -as we touched upon earlier - this is all happening 
at a critical time, as the US has until the end of May to 
certify HK's "autonomy" under a recent law that has made 
certain economic and financial links enjoyed by Hong 
Kong dependent on this certification. 


The US has until the end of this month to certify Hong 
Kong’s autonomy under the Human Rights and 
Democracy Act of 2019. It will make an assessment on 
whether Hong Kong remains suitably autonomous from 
China, a prerequisite for extending the city’s preferential 
US trading and investment privileges. 

In preparation, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on 
Wednesday slammed China for crackdowns on Hong 
Kong dissidents, including Jimmy Lai. 

Earlier this week, Pompeo seriously angered Beijing by 
congratulating Taiwanese leader Tsai Ing-wen following 
her latest electoral victory - and unprecedented move. 
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Update (1120ET): As expected, Chinese state media 
reported Thursday that lawmakers are reviewing the 
resolution described below, WSJ reports. 

China signaled it will impose new national-security laws 
on Hong Kong, dealing a blow to the territory’s autonomy 
as Beijing seeks to stamp out widespread pro-democracy 
protests that have challenged leader Xi Jinping. 


Zhang Yesui, a spokesman for China’s rubber-stamp 
legislature, which begins meeting on Friday, said 
lawmakers will review a resolution targeting what he 
called “secessionist and subversive” activity, foreign 
interference and terrorism in the city, where millions of 
people have marched over the past year in opposition to 
the Communist Party. 


The surprise move is likely to send shock waves through a 
city in the throes of an antigovernment movement and a 
decimated economy. 


As we mentioned earlier, the vote is expected to take 
place on May 28 (next Thursday). 
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A few days ago, Hayman Capital Management founder 
Kyle Bass published an editorial warning about Beijing's 
renewed focus on stamping out dissent in Hong Kong 
now that protesters are beginning to re-emerge as the 
number of new cases of COVID-19 declines to zero. 
Specifically, he warned of the possibility that President X1 
would adopt new "laws" granting Beijing broad latitude 
to interfere in Hong Kong's affairs, in explicit 
violation of the 1984 treaty between the UK and Hong 
Kong that set the Special Administrative Region on 
the path back to reunification. 


Hong Kong's liberal values have always been at odds with 
Beijing's demands for unwavering obedience. One PLA 


officer - clearly an old-line Communist - once told the 
SCMP that Hong Kong had the worst "social values" of 
anywhere in China. And while that may be, technically, 
Hong Kong has another ~27 years to enjoy these 
freedoms before: According to the "one country, two 
systems" agreement struck with Britain, China doesn't 
gain full custody of the de facto independent city state 
until July 1, 2047, the date marking 50 years since Britain 
officially handed Hong Kong back to China. 
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Now, a disturbing story first published by a Hong Kong 
gossip site has apparently been confirmed by HK's paper 
of record, the English-language South China Morning 
Post: During this year's annual Party Congress, Xi and the 
Standing Committee are expected to draft a resolution 
calling for a new "national security" law aimed at 
stamping out all "secessionist" and "subversive" acts, as 
well as "terrorism" and "foreign influence". 


Remember, Chinese media regularly referred to the 
pro-Democracy protesters as terrorists. 

Beijing will introduce a draft resolution to allow the 
National People’s Congress to chart legislation for a new 
national security law tailor-made for Hong Kong that will 
proscribe secessionist and subversive activity, foreign 
interference and terrorism in the city, sources have told 
the Post. 


A Beijing source said the new law would ban all seditious 
activities aimed at toppling the central government and 
external interference in Hong Kong’s affairs. It would 
also target terrorist acts in Hong Kong. 


A mainland source familiar with Hong Kong affairs said 
Beijing had concluded that it was impossible for the city’s 
Legislative Council to pass a national security law to 
enact Article 23 given the city’s political climate and 
hence was turning to the National People’s Congress, the 
country’s legislature, to take on the responsibility. 


SCMP's sources confirmed what many Hong Kong 
observers likely suspected: Beijing 1s using its decision to 
back away from the controversial extradition bill that 
sparked last year's wave of protests to justify passing its 
own national security law to effectively criminalize 
dissent in Hong Kong, in defiance of an international 
agreement with the UK. 


"Some opposition politicians have shut the window for 
Hong Kong to enact its own national security law," the 
source said, referring to the confrontational approach 
they had adopted towards Beijing. 


"If the national security legislation is not done during the 
annual session of the National People’s Congress or 
shortly afterwards, is there any guarantee that it can be 
passed by the Legco in the next two years?" the source 
said. 


"We can no longer allow acts like desecrating national 
flags or defacing of national emblem in Hong Kong." 


Bass warned of exactly this in a Newsweek editorial from 
earlier this week. 


China’s biggest political meetings of the year kicked off in 
Beijing on Thursday, marking a key milestone in 
President Xi Jinping’s battle against the global 
coronavirus pandemic. The Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Congress, an advisory body with no legal 
powers, held its official session with Mr Xi and the rest of 
the Chinese Communist party’s top leadership in 
attendance. On Friday morning Premier Li Kegiang will 
address the annual session of China's rubber-stamp 
parliament, the National People’s Congress, with a 
closely watched work report that will give details about 
the government’s plans to revive the world’s second- 
largest economy. 


The "two sessions," normally held in March but delayed 
by almost three months this year because of the 
coronavirus, are being held against a backdrop of rapidly 
deteriorating relations between China and the US. 


The Party Congress kicked off on Thursday, but a vote on 
the resolution - which would authorize the Standing 
Committee to draft the law - is expected to be held on 
May 28. 


Notably, the law will likely be in effect before elections in 
the fall for Hong Kong's legislative council - or "Legco" - 
a vote that pro-democracy lawmakers have been hyping 
up as a gesture against the increasingly authoritarian 
tendencies exhibited by Beying. 


Legco is headed for elections in September 

that opposition parties have vowed as a make-or-break 
opportunity to get a majority to block all bills put 
forward by the government, buoyed by their success at 
last November’s district council elections. 

The move to introduce the draft resolution comes as the 
city’s delegates to the nation’s parliamentary sessions 
are preparing to meet Xia Baolong, director of the State 
Council’s Hong Kong and Macau Office (HKMAQO) on 
Thursday evening. 

Sources have told the Post that a draft of the resolution 
will be shared with delegates on Thursday night and 
presented as a motion to the NPC, on Friday afternoon. 


The NPC is then expected to vote on the resolution at the 
end of the annual session, likely to be on May 28. The 
resolution will then be forwarded to the Standing 
Committee of the NPC to chart out the actual details of 
the legislation. 


The Standing Committee is expected to meet again next 
month, and the law could be drafted and included in 
Annex 3 of Hong Kong's "Basic Law", which is based on 
British legal principles. 


The Standing Committee, which last met on April 26 to 29, 
meets every two months and is expected to hold its next 
meeting as early as June and this could be the earliest 
date at which the legislation could be approved. 


"The NPC decision will delegate the NPC Standing 
Committee to draft the new legislation for Hong Kong, 
which would be included in Annex 3 of Hong Kong’s 
Basic Law," the source said. 


"The new law will be introduced in Hong Kong through 
promulgation, without the need for local legislation." 

If the process as outlined by sources is confirmed, Hong 
Kong will finally have national security laws, 23 years 
after the handover of the city from British to Chinese rule. 


Why is Beijing so eager to make these changes? Because 
since the British left, Hong Kongers have repeatedly 
rebuffed efforts by Beijing to crack down on dissent by 
opposing national security bills, even though the "Basic 


Law" requires the city-state to adopt one. Now, Beiing 
has apparently found a work-around to simply impose 
these restrictions on Hong Kongers. 


One thing seems likely: Like Bass, we suspect this doesn't 
bode well for Hong Kong's reeling economy. Because, as 
Bass once explained, the reason Hong Kong has 
functioned as a gateway to China for the west is due to a 
‘special status’ granted to HK by the US government. That 
status 1s contingent on Being effectively keeping its 
hands off Hong Kong. Once this 'national security’ law 
has passed, the US will have no choice but to revoke 
certain special privileges it has accorded Hong Kong. 


"This Is The End Of Hong Kong": China Congress 
Announces Crackdown On Hong Kong With New 
"National Security" Law; Abandons GDP Target 


8. 

by Tyler Durden 

Fri, 05/22/2020 - 06:32 

With China's ambitions toward Hong Kong having 
emerged as the top political fault line in recent days, the 
market was closely following the start of 


Friday's National People's Congress (NPC) where in 
addition to disclosures on Chinese political strategy, 


Beijing announces decisions on targets on GDP, CPI and 
fiscal deficit. 

Which is why many were surprised when in the text of 
Premier Li Keqiang's annual address, for the first time 
China abandoned its usual practice of setting a numerical 
target for economic growth this year due to the turmoil 
caused by the coronavirus pandemic. 


"I would like to point out that we have not set a specific 
target for economic growth this year," the report said, 
according to Bloomberg which saw a leaked version. 
"This is because our country will face some factors that 
are difficult to predict in its development due to the great 
uncertainty regarding the Covid-19 pandemic and the 
world economic and trade environment." 


“We must re-double efforts to minimize the losses resulted 
from the virus.” 


China’s Premier Li Kegiang says 

the #coronavirus epidemic has not come to an end yet and 
that the country must work to fulfill targets this year #74 
= #TwoSessionspic.twitter.com/BVs9rRwXvj 


— Bloomberg QuickTake (QQuickTake) May 22, 2020 


As Bloomberg adds, the shift away from a hard target for 
output growth not only breaks with decades of 
Communist Party planning habits, but is an admission of 
the deep rupture that the disease has caused in the world’s 


second-largest economy. With the growth outlook 
depending also on the efforts of trading partners to rein in 
the pandemic, the government is shifting its focus to 
employment and maintaining stability. 


Chinese Premier Li Kegiang announces: 
-China to abandon numerical GDP target 
-Hong Kong security law to be perfected 
-$1 trillion yuan of anti-virus bonds 
-Plans to add 9 million urban jobs in 


2020 https://t.co/t7124697NLhttps://t.co/nCv65x Ybyk 
— Bloomberg (@business) May 22, 2020 


Among the various other economic goals disclosed by 
China, are: 


The addition of 9 million urban jobs; surveyed 
jobless rate around 6% (as we reported recently, the 
People's Liberation Army is aggressively hiring all those 
who lost their jobs due to the pandemic, so at least China's 
army will soon be absolutely massive) 

Plans 3.75 trillion Yuan of Special Local Govt Bonds 
in 2020 (a relatively modest number) 

Sell It yuan of anti-virus sovereign bonds in 2020 
(even more modest) 

Deficit-to-GDP ratio this year is projected at more 
than 3.6% and the deficit increase is projected at 1 trillion 
yuan (about $141.6 billion) over last year (remember 
when China actually ran a budget deficit) 


China to work with U.S. to implement phase | trade 
deal (a noble goal, also one which will never happen) 

China sets 2020 CPI target at about 3.5% (China may 
have to launch another "pig ebola" virus to boost food 
inflation) 

China to use innovative monetary policy tools to 
finance real economy (so China will do QE as well’) 

China’s monetary stance unchanged; to make prudent 
monetary policy more flexible, appropriate 

China to use RRR cuts and interest rate cuts, 
relending 
: China to guide money supply ‘significantly’ higher 

than 2019 

China targets more stable, high-quality imports, 
exports 

China to keep yuan at reasonable and equilibrium 
level 

China targets basic equilibrium in balance of 
payments 

China to cut taxes, fees by about 500b yuan this year 
‘ China to asks large banks to boost lending to small 

firms by 40% (the US doesn't hold a trademark on a debt 

bubble after all) 

China sees defense spending up 6.6% to 1.268 trillion 


yuan (see "China’s Military Seeks Bigger Budget Amid 


"Growing Threat Of US Conflict") 
While none of the above was especially remarkable (with 


the exception of the hint at QE), the reason why stocks 


gave the report a thumbs down is because as Premier Li 
also said, China will safeguard national security in Hong 
Kong, i.e., China plans on expanding its crackdown on 
Hong Kong sovereignty, a step that comes one day after 
China announced dramatic plans to rein in dissent by 
writing a new law into the city’s charter, and just hours 
after the Senate passed a bill that will retaliate against 
China should it do precisely that, effectively ensuring an 
even further deterioration in US-Sino relations. 
Specifically, the National People’s Congress confirmed 
plans to pass a bill establishing “an enforcement 
mechanism for ensuring national security” for Hong Kong, 
with Reuters adding that China's draft Hong Kong 
legislation says Hong Kong "should finish enacting as 
soon as possible the regulations in basic law regarding 
national security" and that Hong Kong government and 
legal bodies should effectively prevent, stop and 
punish activities that endanger national security. 
Chinese lawmakers were preparing to soon pass measures 
that would curb secession, sedition, foreign interference 
and terrorism in the former British colony, local media 
including the South China Morning 

Post reported Thursday, citing unidentified people. 


"We will establish sound legal systems and enforcement 
mechanisms for safeguarding national security in the two 
special administrative regions, and see that the 
governments of the two regions fulfill their constitutional 


responsibilities,” Li said according to prepared remarks 
on Friday. 

As Bloomberg adds, any attempt to impose security laws 
now could reignite the unrest that hammered the city’s 
economy last year and serve as a flash point amid broader 
U.S.-China tensions. Protesters urged democracy 
advocates to hold rallies across the city Thursday night, 
with one poster describing the moment as a “battle of life 
and death,” but mass demonstrations didn’t immediately 
materialize. 


"This is the end of Hong Kong," said Dennis Kwok, an 
opposition lawmaker representing the legal sector. "I 
foresee that the status of Hong Kong as an 
international city will be gone very soon." 

More importantly, we now have a timeline: the law is 
expected to pass China’s parliament before the end of its 
annual session May 28, so retail investors have about a 
week to ramping stocks higher before the trapdoor 
opens. 

The legislation would still require several procedural 
steps including approval by the NPC’s decision-making 
Standing Committee, which could come as early as next 
month, the SCMP said. The move comes before citywide 
elections in September in which opposition members 
hoped to gain an unprecedented majority of the 
Legislative Council. 
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Although national security laws are required to be passed 
by Article 23 of the Basic Law, Hong Kong’s mini- 
constitution, successive governments have failed to pass 
them, with one effort in 2003 resulting in widespread 
street demonstrations. This new strategy could potentially 
allow authorities to skip the local legislative process, 
although the mechanics of how that would work remained 
unclear. 


"It is absolutely necessary that the country’s top 
legislature fulfill its obligation to guarantee national 
security, by strengthening the legal framework with 
regard to Hong Kong," the state-run China Daily said in a 
commentary. "There is nothing untoward in this as all 
countries attach the utmost significance to national 
security, and the introduction of such a law will safeguard 
the long-term stability and prosperity of Hong Kong." 


In addition to a more than 3% drop in Hong Kong stocks 
following the report of the imminent crackdown, three- 
and 12-month forwards on the Hong Kong dollar rose in 
New York trading, indicating traders expected more 
weakness ahead for the currency, which slipped the most 
in six weeks earlier in the day. 


“The market is taking this news negatively for Hong 
Kong given the likely return of violent protest 
activities, higher risk for the U.S. to remove certain 
preferential terms for Hong Kong, such as the special 
tariff status, and risk-off sentiment,” said Becky Liu, 


head of China macro strategy at Standard Chartered Bank 
Ltd. 

In addition to an imminent return of violent Hong Kong 
protests, China's position sets up an election-year 
showdown with Trump, who has come under pressure in 
Washington to reconsider the special trading status before 
the city’s return to Chinese rule under a promise to 
maintain its liberal financial and political structure. 
Secretary of State Michael Pompeo has delayed an annual 
report on whether the city still enjoys a “high degree of 
autonomy” from Beijing, telling reporters Wednesday that 
he was “closely watching what’s going on there.” 


On Thursday, Trump warned that the U.S. would respond 
to any move to curtail protests and democratic movements 
in Hong Kong: "I don’t know what it is because nobody 
knows yet," Trump, speaking to reporters as he left the 
White House on Thursday, said about the possible 
Chinese actions. "If it happens, we’ll address that issue 
very strongly." He didn’t elaborate. 


Assuring that this will only get worse, much worse, a late 
Thursday tweet from Global Times editor in chief Hu 
Xing said that "Hong Kong belongs to China, not the 
US. If senior officials in Washington are confused about 
this, President Trump's granddaughter can tell them this 
common sense." 

Hong Kong belongs to China, not the US. If senior 
officials in Washington are confused about this, President 


Trump's granddaughter can tell them this common 
sense. pic.twitter.com/b4ScMx77yV 
— Hu Xijin Aig (@HuXijin_GT) May 22, 2020 


The climax came when late on Thursday, senators Chris 
Van Hollen (Democrat) and Pat Toomey (Republican) 
introduced legislation to punish Chinese entities involved 
in enforcing the proposed new security law in Hong Kong 
and penalize banks that do business with those entities. 
They acted in response to what they said was the Chinese 
Communist Party’s “brazen interference” in Hong Kong’s 
autonomy. Meanwhile, China has repeatedly stressed that 
the US should mind its own business and not mess in 
internal affairs, with Hong Kong considered one of them. 


Perhaps this 1s a good time to reread the latest Dalio blog 
post on why a war between the US and China is now 
inevitable. 
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Trump To Void 'Open Skies' Treaty With Russia On 
Friday 

&. 

by Tyler Durden 

Thu, 05/21/2020 - 11:15 


The Trump administration is finally moving to pull the 
trigger on voiding the three-decade long Open Skies 
Treaty with Russia, after over much of the past 

year blasting Moscow's 'non-compliance' and threatening 
pullout along with other mutual defense treaties like New 
START. 

"President Trump has decided to withdraw from another 
major arms control accord, according to senior 
administration officials, and will inform Russia on 
Friday that the United States is pulling out of the 
Open Skies Treaty," reports The New York Times. 


US 'Open Skies' flight, file image. 


The post Cold War treaty, initiated in 1992 and then 
ratified in 2002, allows its now 35 member states to 
conduct short-notice, unarmed observation flights to 
monitor other countries' military operations in mutual 
verification of arms-control agreements. 

The treaty even allows Russian recon flights over 
tightly restricted Washington D.C. airspace — in past 
years Russian Tupolev Tu-154s have even flown at low 
altitude over such sensitive sites as Andrews Air Force 
Base in Maryland, the US Capitol, the Pentagon, and CIA 
headquarters in Langley. 

Senior administration officials previously said of Open 
Skies, “This is a U.S. position—that we think this treaty is 
a danger to our national security. We get nothing out of 
it. Our allies get nothing out of it, and it is our intention to 
withdraw.” 


The Pentagon has in recent years complained that Russia 
curtails ability to fly over key Russian cities where it's 
believed nuclear defense capabilities related to Europe are 
readied. 
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In NYT's Thursday reporting another rationale has been 
put forth based on intelligence soures, namely— 

..In Classified reports, the Pentagon and American 
intelligence agencies have contended the Russians are 
also using flights over the United States to map out 
critical American infrastructure that could be hit by 
cyberattacks."” 

Meanwhile, European allies are actually more fearful this 
signals the White House is seriously mulling a near-future 
exit from New START, the last major defense pact 
between Washington and Moscow which seeks to limit 
and greatly reduce nuclear arms proliferation. 


Von Greyerz: The Global Forest Fire Is Here 
&. 

by Tyler Durden 

Fri, 05/22/2020 - 05:00 


Authored by Egon von Greyerz via GoldSwitzerland.com, 
It drives you absolutely mad to see a whole world living 
a lie. How can anyone believe that the fake world the 
Fed and their fellow central bankers have created has 
anything to do with reality. 

We have fake money, fake markets, fake companies, 
fake banks, fake interest rates, fake income, fake 
pensions, fake social security, fake wealth, fake bail outs, 
fake buildings, fake holidays, fake cars etc which create 
false lives for most of us especially in the West. 

All these fake material values have also created false 
moral and ethical values. 


IT IS ALL AN ILLUSION 


So you might ask how can it all be fake when we can 
touch it, use it, or experience it. For people who don’t 
understand that it is all fake, let me say that we will all 
soon realise how fake it was. Because many of these 
things that we perceived as real were all an illusion. 


ILLUSION - OLD OR YOUNG LADY? 
An illusion 1s defined as “an act of deception” or 
“something that produces a false or misleading idea of 
reality. And that is exactly what we have been exposed 
to. The world had been deceived but we have all believed 
that it was real. 


DEEP STATE WILL LOSE CONTROL 

There is a perception in the world that things will 
continue as they are and that the Deep State is going to 
control us all in a totalitarian world. What few realise is 
that the Deep State or Powers That Be are going to 
lose control totally. They are totally dependent on the 


world in which they can control everything through debt 
and the fake monetary system they have created. But let 
me make it clear that this fake system is about to implode. 
SQUADRILLIONS WILL GO UP IN SMOKE 

Before the crisis which has just started is over, global debt, 
derivatives and unfunded liabilities (medicare, pensions) 
will virtually all disappear. We are looking at sums in the 
quadrillions of dollars. How much depends on how much 
extra debt is created before it all implodes. As the debt 
goes to zero, most of the assets that were financed by the 
debt will also lose 90-100% of their real value. This is 
when the world will discover that all these things we 


In this scenario, the ones in control of the money will 
have lost their power since the printing press has 
stopped functioning, and money has died. Also, after 
the collapse of the present monetary system, leverage will 
disappear and any financial institution will only lend what 


— 


they have in actual deposits as was the case when banking 
started 4000 years ago. 

This dystopian system is difficult for most of us to 
imagine since it would lead to a very different world. It is 
possible that instead of the whole system coming down in 
one fell swoop that it happens in stages over an extended 
period. But I fear that things could go very quickly. What 
is clear 1s that the world is now starting a secular decline 
that’s never been seen before and this on a global basis. 
The first stage of this decline has now begun and will be 
totally devastating for the world. However incredible this 
scenario appears, it is the only possible outcome. 


NOTHING WILL BE THE SAME 


The falsity of the current system will soon become 
apparent. Let’s take some obvious examples of what this 
false or misleading idea of reality means. 


Jobs — the unemployment rates we are now seeing of 
15-39% depending on how you measure, will become 
permanent. Many employed and self-employed will not 
get their job back. The government has no money to pay 
these people. Printed money is an illusion and has zero 
value. Take the UK where now 50% of the adults are 
being paid by the government in subsidies, unemployment 
benefits, state employees, and state pensioners. That 
situation can of course never last. Paying non-productive 
people with worthless money does not create a 
sustainable society. 


Ze, Pensions — Pension funds will not survive. They have 
three principal asset classes — Stocks, Bonds, and Property. 
All three will lose most of their value in real terms. All 
unfunded pension schemes will remain unfunded since 
there will be no money to pay the pensioners. 

2: Airlines — Many airlines will go under. Any 
remaining ones will be extremely costly to operate 
leading to fares increasing substantially. Fewer people 
will fly due to high costs. Business travel will go down 
significantly both for cost reasons and because people 
have recently discovered that meetings and conferences 
can be conducted on Zoom or Skype. 

4. Hotels, Tourism — Tourism will decline dramatically 
due to high unemployment and high costs. Mass tourism 
will totally die. The conference business which is a vital 
income for hotels will also dwindle. Much of it will 
become Video conferencing. Most of the luxury hotel 
market will die. 

>. Offices — Big offices in city centres will disappear. 
The world has discovered, during the Corona quarantine, 
that working from home is extremely efficient and 
convenient. It is also better for family life. Big offices will 
disappear, instead there will be small offices which don’t 
have to be in city centres. So there will be less commuting, 
less pollution and a better quality of life. 

6. Big Cities — The need for big cites will diminish 
dramatically. As people work from home or small 


regional offices, big cites will shrink and many will 
become ghost towns. Retail in big cities will die. 

a, Big Companies — Many will be broken up. 
Globalism with big dominant global businesses will 
disappear. Countries will become more self-sufficient 
with most production becoming domestic. 

8. Banking & Finance — Most big banks will disappear 
as the financial system implodes. Without massive debt, 
derivatives and leverage, banks will go back to where 
they started — financing trade, commerce, and industry. 
There will be no investment banks or proprietary trading. 
Central banks will disappear or have a very much 
diminished role. There will be virtually no money printing. 
There will be no manipulation of money or interest rates. 
Market swings will be based on supply and demand and 
not central bank interference. I do realise that some of this 
sounds like wishful thinking. But it is a natural reaction to 
the current false and diseased financial system. 

9. Hedge Funds & Private Equity — These players will 
disappear as they are totally dependent on massive 
leverage and debt. They have no place in a system based 
on sound money. Most hedge funds will go under in the 
coming collapse as counterparties fail and derivatives 
become worthless. Private equity has destroyed many 
good companies by lumbering them with heavy debt and 
taking all the equity out. 

The list above could be much longer but this is just a taste 
of all the changes that will take place over the next few 


years and decades. It will clearly be a gradual process but 
the first stages could happen quickly if a major part of the 
financial system doesn’t survive the imminent shocks. 


THE WORLD NEEDS A FOREST FIRE 

The transition from a world based on the golden calf 
and false values will be devastating. But there is no 
other way to end an era based on fake money and 
fallacious premises. The world could never continue to 
grow and prosper with a mountain of debt and 
liabilities that can never be repaid or even serviced. 
We need a proper forest fire that burns it all down to 
the ground and prepares the way for a sounder world 
with new green shoots. 


Going from a sick system to a soundly based system will 
clearly involve a lot of suffering. But this is the 
punishment that the world must go through. Many will 
suffer and many will die prematurely as a result of 
poverty, famine, disease, and wars. The scale of this 
devastation will be multiples of the Coronavirus. 


THIS TOO SHALL PASS 

The world economy has always gone in cycles. If the 
laws of nature and supply and demand were allowed 
to determine the length and amplitude of the cycles, 
they wouldn’t reach the extremes we are now 
experiencing. But when mankind interferes in the 
shape of governments and central banks, these cycles 
reach extremes which can have disastrous 
consequences as the world will soon encounter. 

But remember that “This too shall pass” and when the 
world comes out on the other side, it will be a better 
world. Many things will improve, like family values as 
well as moral and ethical values. A close group of family 
and friends will be essential during the coming hard times. 
And remember that so many things in life are free like 
friendship, discussions, nature, music, and books. Buying 
gadgets and traveling to the other side of the world only 
give us ephemeral joy. 

MARKETS 

Stocks 

Stocks will soon give the world another shock. We saw 
the all-time bubble top in the Dow on February 

12th, followed by a 38% fall of over 11,000 points. The 
investment world 1s assuming we will have a V or U 
recovery. Sadly, it will be neither. Instead another major 
fall is around the corner. It is likely to be greater than the 
first one before it pauses. What is clear is that stocks, like 
the economy, have started a secular downtrend which 


will be devastating. The fall will not stop until stocks 
are down more than 95% in real terms. 

Metals 

As I have been writing and tweeting about lately, the 
world is starting to discover that paper money cannot 
survive when central banks are printing it to death. Gold 
and silver have for the last twenty years told us this. We 
are now getting the signal that the uptrend in the metals 
will accelerate rapidly. 


If you want your savings to survive the coming crisis, 
hold physical gold and some silver. Don’t store it in a 
banking system that 1s unlikely to survive. Silver 1s 
leading the current surge in the metals which is a good 
sign since silver is the leading indicator for big moves in 
the metals. Silver will move up many times faster than 
gold but remember that it is extremely volatile. So if you 
want to sleep well at night, hold more gold than silver. 


Forget about what price the metals will reach. Even in 
today’s money, whatever figure you think of will not 
be enough. And in hyperinflationary money, the price 
move will be exponential measured in worthless paper 
money. So don’t think about the value of gold and 
silver in dollars or euros. Just remember that gold is 
the only money that has survived in history. It is 
therefore the best form of wealth preservation and 


insurance against a bankrupt financial system. 
* KK 


The title of this article “The Forest Fire is Here” alludes 
to a previous article I wrote back in 2009 and again in 
2018 called the “The Dark Years Are Here”. It makes 
some interesting reading, especially since it now seems 
that they really are here. 

Contact GoldSwitzerland here. 


Infected US Troops & Re-Emerging ISIS: Dueling 
"Disinfo War' In Syria Turns Bizarre 


&. 


by Tyler Durden 
Fri, 05/22/2020 - 01:00 


After the coronavirus pandmic gripped the globe and 
world headlines, the ‘information war' in Syria and the 
broader Middle East took on a bizarre tone. 


Starting late last month the Kremlin publicly charged that 
the Pentagon was keeping mum on a large-scale COVID- 
19 outbreak among the some one- to two-thousand 
American troops stationed in northeast Syria. 


The suggestion was that infected troops would 
become super-spreaders among the Syrian population 
under US occupation. At the time the Russian Foreign 


Ministry issued the perhaps unsupported assertion, “We 
receive reports of explosive Coronavirus infection spread 


among the US servicemen and of these facts being kept 
mum on.” 
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US occupying forces in northeast syria, Getty Images 


Pundits in the West in turn said Russia was genning up a 
'virus scare' meant to damage US credibility in the 
region and among the local population where it had a 
presence. But at the time the vast majority of cases among 
the US military were to be found in the US Navy, with 
zero official reports of the disease among US personnel in 
Syria. 

The US Department slammed what it called Russia's 
"disinformation campaign" in Syria to "exploit" the 
COVID-19 pandemic, according to a special briefing on 
the situation earlier this month. 

"Russian disinformation claims that the United States or 
Western powers are the origin of the virus while instilling 


uncertainty about the international response," US special 
envoy James Jeffrey said. "Through such tactics, Russia 
clearly signals it’s willing to take advantage of a global 
crisis in order to pursue its own destabilizing agenda 
without any regard for the human consequences." 
However, no doubt if there were an outbreak on American 
bases in Syria, where special forces are still assisting the 
Kurdish-led SDF in "securing" oil and gas fields, 
Pentagon brass would keep a lid on it for security 
concerns. 


The Kremlin also warned that a "catastrophic" 
coronavirus outbreak could soon devastate refugee 
camps and prisons under US control in Syria, 
something which the UN and others have since voiced 
concern about. 

How ISIS is exploiting the coronavirus 

pandemic https://t.co/UOkJPLUviS #FoxNews 

— Hollie McKay (@holliesmckay) May 20, 2020 


"Washington bears full responsibility for the civilian 
population and provision for their humanitarian needs on 
territories under its control east of the Euphrates and in 
the south near al-Tanf, where the notorious Rukban camp 
for the internally displaced people 1s located," a 
statement said last month. 

Fast-forward a month. On Thursday the Russian Foreign 
Ministry in fresh attacks on US operations in Syria 
charged that the US is facilitating a new ISIS 


resurgence, after the terror group had long been driven to 
operate 'underground'. 

Interestingly Kremlin spokeswoman Maria 

Zakharova linked the COVID-19 pandemic to the 
Islamic State's reemergence taking place right under 
Washington's nose. “We monitor the deterioration of the 
situation in the non-government-controlled areas in north- 
eastern Syria. (ISIS) decided to take advantage of the 
conditions of the spread of the coronavirus and escalated 


their aggression,” she told a news conference Thursday. 
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SIS file image via Homeland Security Today 


“Between 10 and 15 May alone, the terrorists carried out 
more than 20 attacks against Kurdish forces in the 
provinces of Deir Ezzor and Raqga, killing more than 20 
people and wounding more than 30 others.” She 
continued, “We were alerted by disturbing reports of the 


escape of seven ISIS elements from a prison at the Al- 
Hawl Camp for the displaced.” 


She then pivoted to the US occupation in Syria's 

North: “all these facts come as a new confirmation that 
the United States, which occupies areas beyond the 
Euphrates and its allies, does not pay attention to the 
population,” Zakharova said. 

Syria 1s but the latest contested sphere where coronavirus 
has figured central in geopolitical calculations and an 
information war between the US and its rivals - China 
being first and top of the list where COVID-19's 

origins has largely defined the debate. 


Escobar: China Updates Its "Art Of (Hybrid) War" 
&. 

by Tyler Durden 

Thu, 05/21/2020 - 22:45 


Authored by Pepe Escobar via The Asia Times, 

In 1999, Qiao Liang, then a senior air force colonel in the 
People’s Liberation Army, and Wang Xiangsui, another 
senior colonel, caused a tremendous uproar with the 
publication of Unrestricted Warfare: China’s Master 
Plan to Destroy America. 


lew 


WAKE UP. AMERICA ! 


| of 
Unrestricted Warfare was essentially the PLA’s 
manual for asymmetric warfare: an updating of Sun 
Tzu’s Art of War. At the time of original publication, 
with China still a long way from its current geopolitical 
and geo-economic clout, the book was conceived as 
laying out a defensive approach, far from the 
sensationalist “destroy America” added to the title for US 
publication in 2004. 
Now the book is available in a new edition and Qiao 
Liang, as a retired general and director of the Council for 
Research on National Security, has resurfaced in a quite 
revealing interview originally published in the current 


edition of the Hong Kong-based 

magazine Zijing (Bauhinia). 

General Qiao is not a Politburo member entitled to dictate 
official policy. But some analysts I talked with agree 
that the key points he makes in a personal capacity are 
quite revealing of PLA thinking. Let’s review some of 
the highlights. 

Dancing with wolves 

The bulk of his argument concentrates on the 
shortcomings of US manufacturing: 

“How can the US today want to wage war against the 
biggest manufacturing power in the world while its own 
industry is hollowed out?” 


An example, referring to Covid-19, is the capacity to 
produce ventilators: 


“Out of over 1,400 pieces necessary for a ventilator, over 
1,100 must be produced in China, including final 
assembly. That’s the US problem today. They have state 
of the art technology, but not the methods and production 
capacity. So they have to rely on Chinese production. ” 


General Qiao dismisses the possibility that Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Bangladesh, India and other Asian 
nations may replace China’s cheap workforce: 
“Think about which of these countries has more skilled 
workers than China. What quantity of medium and high 
level human resources was produced in China in these 


past 30 years? Which country is educating over 100 
million students at secondary and university levels? The 
energy of all these people is still far from being liberated 
for China’s economic development.” 


He acknowledges US military power even in times of 
epidemic and economic difficulties is always capable of 
“interfering directly or indirectly in the Taiwan straits 
question” and finding an excuse to “block and 
sanction China and exclude it from the West.” He adds 
that, “as a producing country, we still cannot satisfy our 
manufacturing industry with our own resources and rely 
on our own markets to consume our products.” 

In consequence, he argues, it’s a “good thing” for China 
to engage in the cause of reunification, “but it’s always a 
bad thing if it’s done at the wrong time. We can only act 
at the right time. We cannot allow our generation to 
commit the sin of interrupting the process of the Chinese 
nation’s renaissance.” 


General Qiao counsels, “Don’t think that only territorial 
sovereignty is linked to the fundamental interests of a 
nation. Other kinds of sovereignty — economic, financial, 
defense, food, resources, biological and cultural 
sovereignty — are all linked to the interests and survival 
of nations and are components of national 

sovereignty.” 

To arrest movement toward Tatwan’s independence, 
“apart from war, other options must be taken into 


consideration. We can think about the means to act in the 
immense gray zone between war and peace, and we can 
even think about more particular means, like launching 
military operations that will not lead to war, but may 
involve a moderate use of force.” 


In a graphic formulation, General Qiao thinks that, 

“if we have to dance with the wolves, we should not 
dance to the rhythm of the US. We should have our own 
rhythm, and even try to break their rhythm, to minimize 
its influence. If American power is brandishing its stick, 
it’s because it has fallen into a trap. 


+”, 


In a nutshell, for General Qiao, “China first of all 
must show proof of strategic determination to solve 
the Taiwan question, and then strategic patience. Of 
course, the premise is that we should develop and 
maintain our strategic force to solve the Taiwan question 
by force at any moment.” 


Gloves are off 

Now compare General Qiao’s analysis with the by now 
obvious geopolitical and geo-economic fact that Beijing 
will respond tit for tat to any hybrid war tactics 
deployed by the United States government. The gloves 
are definitely off. 

The gold standard expression has come in a no-holds 
barred Global Times editorial: 

“We must be clear that coping with US suppression will 
be the key focus of China’s national strategy. We should 
enhance cooperation with most countries. The US is 
expected to contain China’s international front lines, 

and we must knock out this US plot and make China-US 
rivalry a process of US self-isolation. ” 

An inevitable corollary is that the all-out offensive to 
cripple Huawei will be counterpunched in kind, targeting 
Apple, Qualcom, Cisco and Boeing, even 

including “investigations or suspensions of their right to 
do business in China.” 

So for all practical purposes, Beijing has now publicly 
unveiled its strategy to counteract US President Donald 
Trump’s “We could cut off the whole relationship” kind 
of assertions. 


A toxic racism-meets-anti-communism matrix is 
responsible for the predominant anti-Chinese 
sentiment across the US, encompassing at least 66% of 
the whole population. Trump instinctively seized it — and 


repackaged it as his re-election campaign theme, fully 
approved by Steve Bannon. 

The strategic objective is to go after China across the full 
spectrum. The tactical objective is to forge an anti-China 
front across the West: another instance of encirclement, 
hybrid war-style, focused on economic war. 


This will imply a concerted offensive, trying to enforce 
embargoes and trying to block regional markets to 
Chinese companies. Lawfare will be the norm. Even 
freezing Chinese assets in the US is not a far-fetched 
proposition anymore. 

Every possible Silk Road branch-out — on the energy 
front, ports, the Health Silk Road, digital 
interconnection — will be strategically targeted. Those 
who were dreaming that Covid-19 could be the ideal 
pretext for a new Yalta — uniting Trump, X1 and Putin — 
may rest in peace. 

“Containment” will go into overdrive. A neat example is 
Admiral Philip Davidson — head of the Indo-Pacific 
Command — asking for $20 billion for a “robust military 
cordon” from California to Japan and down the Pacific 
Rim, complete with “highly survivable, precision-strike 
networks” along the Pacific Rim and “forward-based, 
rotational joint forces” to counteract the “renewed threat 
we face from great power competition.” 

Davidson argues that, “without a valid and convincing 
conventional deterrent, China and Russia will be 


emboldened to take action in the region to supplant 
US interests.” 

Watch People’s Congress 

From the point of view of large swathes of the Global 
South, the current, extremely dangerous incandescence, or 
New Cold War, is mostly interpreted as the progressive 
ending of the Western coalition’s hegemony over the 
whole planet. 


Still, scores of nations are being asked, bluntly, by the 
hegemon to position themselves once again in a 
“you’re with us or against us” global war on terror 
imperative. 

At the annual session of the National People’s Congress, 
starting this Friday, we will see how China will be dealing 
with its top priority: to reorganize domestically after the 
pandemic. 


For the first time in 35 years, Beijing will be forced to 
relinquish its economic growth targets. This also means 
that the objective of doubling GDP and per capita income 
by 2020 compared with 2010 will also be postponed. 


What we should expect is absolute emphasis on domestic 
spending — and social stability — over a struggle to 
become a global leader, even if that’s not totally 
overlooked. 


After all, President Xi Jinping made it clear earlier 
this week that a “Covid-19 vaccine development and 


deployment in China, when available,” won’t be 
subjected to Big Pharma logic, but “will be made a 
global public good. This will be China’s contribution 
to ensuring vaccine accessibility and affordability in 
developing countries.” The Global South is paying 
attention. 

Internally, Beijing will boost support for state-owned 
enterprises that are strong in innovation and risk-taking. 
China always defies predictions by Western “experts.” 
For instance, exports rose 3.5% in April, when the experts 
were forecasting a decline of 15.7%. The trade surplus 
was $45.3 billion, when experts were forecasting only 
$6.3 billion. 


Beijing seems to identify clearly the extending gap 
between a West, especially the US, that’s plunging into de 
facto New Great Depression territory with a China that’s 
about to rekindle economic growth. The center of gravity 
of global economic power keeps moving, inexorably, 
toward Asia. 


Hybrid war? Bring it on. 


"There Will Be No Survivors": Pakistan International 
Flight Carrying 107 Crashes Into Karachi 
Neighborhood 


&. 


by Tyler Durden 
Fri, 05/22/2020 - 06:33 


Update (O815ET): The mayor of Karachi has said he 
expects to find no survivors. 

‘ KARACHI MAYOR SAYS "WE HAVE THE 
VIEW THERE WILL BE NO SURVIVORS" AMONG 
THOSE ON BOARD CRASHED PLANE, BUT THIS IS 

YET TO BE CONFIRMED 


KOK OK 


Update (0650ET): A search and rescue - as well as a 
damage-assessment - effort has been launched by 
Pakistani authorities. 

Update #PIA Incident: 

Pak Army Aviation helicopters flown for damage 
assessment and rescue efforts. 

Urban Search & Rescue Teams are being sent on site for 
rescue efforts. 

— DG ISPR (@OfficialDGISPR) May 22, 2020 


7K OK 


In a shocking incident that may further impact the 
popularity of air travel at a time when passenger volume 
is only just starting to rebound from the biggest drop in 
history, a Pakistan International Airlines plane carrying 
107 passengers has crashed-landed in a Karachi 
neighborhood. 


The flight had reportedly traveled from Lahore to Karachi, 
and had almost reached its destination at the time of the 
crash. The crash occurred in a neighborhood just outside 
Karachi's Jinnah International Airpor, raising the 
possibility that the crash occurred during the process of 
landing the plane. 


Video of the scene seems to show the plane crashing in a 
residential neighborhood just outside the airport, 
suggesting the crash happened minutes after takeoff. 


#PIA plane crashed on Residential Area of Kaziamabad- 
Model Colony just opposite of Karachi Airport. initial 
news says 91 passengers were boarding in 

plane. pic.twitter.com/7j/KSoBp6RT 

— Javed Nayab Laghari (@JavedNLaghari) May 22, 
2020 


Bal 
pic.twitter.com/bImIBOT3Kj #PIA_Plane_Crashed plstiul 
— juli pg Spie (@MunhKholPls) May 22, 2020 


Bloomberg just confirmed that the Airbus 320 jet was 
carrying 99 passengers and 8 crewmembers. 


BREAKING: A Pakistan International Airlines plane 
flying from Lahore to Karachi has crashed, the Civil 
Aviation Authority says. 


The Airbus jet was carrying 99 passengers and 8 crew 
members pic.twitter.com/hTvtUVZHLX 


— Bloomberg QuickTake (QQuickTake) May 22, 2020 


#PIA PK 303 - Airbus 320 passenger jet carrying 95 
person crashed just before landing 

near #Malir Cantt.#Plane was coming 

from #Lahore.#Karachi #ModelColony #PlaneCrash pic.t 
witter.com/dF4HsNPzCu 

— Abdul Hadi Kaim Khani (@abdulhadikk) May 22, 
2020 


No word yet on the type of plane involved in the crash, or 
on the number of casualties. 


The crash comes amid the Eid holiday celebrating the end 
of Ramadan, one of the most important celebrations on 
the Islamic religious calendar. While Pakistan has been 
struggling with the coronavirus since the first cases were 
confirmed in late February, the country has reported ~50k 
cases, and ~1k deaths - less than half the numbers from its 
larger rival, neighboring India. 


White House Mulling First Nuclear Test In 28 Years 
As 'Message' To Russia & China 
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by Tyler Durden 
Sat, 05/23/2020 - 09:55 


Remember when we were all told that somehow President 
Trump is actually Putin's "useful tool" and Russian 
"asset"? For those keeping track, first Trump dumped 

the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF), then 
as of Friday he nixed the Open Skies Treaty, and now 
even New Start is said to be on the chopping block. 


And now it's the very same newspaper that peddled 
Russia-Trump drivel for years (among many others) 
revealing the administration is actually exploring 
conducting a nuclear test for the first time in 28 years 
ultimately as a "message" to Russia and China. 

The Washington Post reports it was under serious 
discussion during a last Friday (May 15) “deputies 
meeting” of senior national security officials at the White 


Extra.ie 


The proposal is said to have been shelved for the time 
being, or as one Congressional aide criticized 

bitingly: “There are still some professionals in the room 
who told them this is a terrible idea, thank God.” 
According to an anonymous senior administration official 
cited in The Post the proposed US "rapid test" could 
provide clear leverage in arms negotiations with 
Russia and China for a White House conceived trilateral 
arms control deal. Admin officials have long said, 
whether related to the INF or New Start, the old Cold War 
and post-Cold War era treaties remain insufficient in 
terms of taking into account rapid advances in technology 
thought to be in the hands of especially China - a central 
rationale for the United States' controversial exit from 
the INF. 

Though there's little to no affirmative evidence, as Beijing 
officials like to remind the world, Washington has of late 
charged both Russia and China with 'illegally' conducting 
low-yield nuclear tests, which both countries have denied. 
In Beting's case it's believed China's military is able to 
conceal such provocative tests at an elaborate 
underground testing facility. 


A senior admin official told The Post the idea of a US test 
is “very much an ongoing conversation.” 


Via The 


Hill 


Elsewhere former defense officials with knowledge of the 
discussions blasted the deliberations: “They discussed 
underground testing in the context of trying to bring 
China to the table for the trilateral agreement,” a 
former official cited in The Guardian said. 

“Among the professionals in the administration, the idea 
was dismissed as unworkable and dumb. The NNSA 
[National Nuclear Security Administration] is definitely 
not on board. And it seemed like that state [department] 
wasn’t on board either,” the official criticized. 

There hasn't been an American nuclear test (that's 
officially known about at least) since 1992, upon the end 
of the Cold War and collapse of the USSR in the year 
prior. 


The New New Cold War Is Pretty Much The Old New 
Cold War 

&. 

by Tyler Durden 

Sun, 05/24/2020 - 00:00 


Authored by Nicky Reid via Counterpunch.org, 
Remember when the Russians were coming? It seems 
like just last week Vladimir Putin was whistling the 
Soviet National Anthem just around every corner of main 
street. After the colossal clusterfuck of Hillary 2016, you 
couldn’t swing a dead cat in a news room without hitting 
another crafty Kremlin conspiracy. Those shifty almond- 
eyed bastards were the secret sauce behind everything 
that gave neoliberals heartburn; MAGA, Black Lives 
Matter, Wikileaks, Bernie Bros, Jill Stein, Sasquatch, 
Tulsi Gabbard, Colin Kaepernick, the female orgasm. 


They were behind it all! 


Putin was everywhere, like Elvis Presley in a Mojo 
Nixon song, and he was always up to something new, 
some dastardly new conspiracy to corrupt our precious 
bodily fluids that only Rachel Maddow and six 
permanently anonymous intelligence experts could save 
us from. Donald Trump was constantly on the brink of 
impeachment for pissing on a Russian prostitute dressed 
as Abe Lincoln and wrapped in the Constitution or some 


such noise. It made sense in the moment, I swear it did! It 
was a new day in Imperial America, a whole new Cold 
War was upon us, and Adam Schiff would lead us to 
the promise land like a liberal Joe McCarthy on a 
gallant white stead. — 


Now, Russiagate just feels so two-thousand-and-late. 
Schiff has been outed by his own lazy paperwork as a 
libelous scumfuck just a few lies and a sex crime short of 
the Donald himself, and Rachel Maddow’s soaring calls 
to action against the Kremlin menace have taken on the 
sea-sick patina of Alex Jones 1n a sporty pant suit. Even 
the devil himself, Vladimir Putin doesn’t seem so scary 
anymore. So he declares himself president-for-life and has 
a few more American sponsored journalists tossed in the 


dreaded Lubyanka, what else is on? The New Cold War 
is old news. In post-Covid America, the New New Cold 
War is where it’s at. 


Who needs those vodka-soaked Russkies when you 
have the Chinese! (Gong bangs in background) A 
super sneaky, disease spewing people who’s currency 
is actually worth more than double-ply toilet paper, 
which is worth slightly more than the Dollar. Donald 
Trump and Mike Pompeo have hit the ground spewing 
with a torrential cavalcade of convoluted race-baiting 
accusations and innuendo about China’s devilish double- 
dealings, from the bat labs of Wuhan to the rocks of the 
South China Sea, and Joe Biden and the New York Times 
aren’t far behind them. Rather than taking the high road 
for once and denying this bullshit as an excuse for Trump 
to cover his orange ass on his derelict response to Covid- 
19, old grabby Joe has taken his usual route, bashing 
Trump in swing state commercials for not being stupid 
enough on China. Joe, they promise, could be way more 
stupid, and somehow, I don’t doubt that for a second. 


But as a post-tankie war nerd, I’m left scratching my head. 


Those cretins in the deep state put so much elbow 
grease into creating a narrative that the Soviet Union 
was rising from the grave like a red star bedazzled 
Babadook that they were willing to impeach one of 
their own just because he suggested that Vladimir 


Putin might not be the next Hitler. But now their 
willing to just roll over and let Trump have his new 
bone. 

I'd say we’re probably just about thirty days from Tucker 
Carlson giving John Brennan a hummer on live television 
while he belches about Chinese hackers and our God- 
given right to protect the freedom of other people’s seas. 
As best as I can explain the meticulous madness of these 
fucking vultures, I would suggest that my dearest 
motherfuckers take a closer look at the original Cold War, 
and you'll find that not much has really changed at all. 
The scapegoats have shifted but the target remains the 
same. 


Contrary to the Marvel sponsored Captain America 
mythology of the Evil Empire, the Old Cold War was 
never about the godless evils of communism. It didn’t 
even really have that much to do with Russian influence, 
at least not empirically. Russia has always been a crafty 
but rickety excuse for a superpower. Truth be told, our 
countries own propaganda is really the only reason half 
the world took that tin-plated petrol state seriously to 
begin with. The true target always was and always will be 
that geostrategic phantom known as Eurasia. If you want 
to know what really keeps neocons and their neoliberal 
siblings up at night, it’s the indisputable fact that a united 
Eurasian economy that brings together the collective 
power of Europe and the Orient would crush the Dollar 


like the toilet paper tiger it is and bury the American 
Century in its own dust. The moment the Eurozone can 
get NATO off its ass and realize that the future rises 
from the east, is the moment the American imperial 
dream dies a rather quick and anti-climactic death. 
Russia has long been the target of choice for the simple 
reason that it’s the weakest link in the chain. The 
motherland is the land bridge that brings two continents 
together, and with the advent of the October Uprising in 
1917, America was giftwrapped a perfect theater for 
instability. The real Cold War began before the First 
World War had even ended, when the US and it’s sundry 
allies sent fresh bodies from the trenches to help the 
Czar’s death squads traumatize the newly Soviet 
countryside with the White Terror, and that terror never 
stopped. I was done with those dastardly Bolsheviks the 
day I read about Kronstadt, but god only knows what kind 
of republican experiment Lenin and his boys might have 
cooked up if their new nation hadn’t been born in a 
bathtub of blood. The Russian people likely never would 
have welcomed another Czar in the form of Stalin, or 
Putin for that matter, 1f they weren’t so damn shell- 
shocked by American sponsored savagery that they were 
desperate for any iron man with a Slavic name to save 
them. 


Russia was the perfect enemy because they projected 
that air of Orthodox stoicism, even while they were 


crippled and hemorrhaging. But China has always been 
the true target, the massive competition for Europe’s hand 
in imperial matrimony. With the worth of Russia’s only 
cash cow, petrol, spiraling and a new depression 
exploding from the economic bubble that the Coronavirus 
burst, America has quite simply run out of time to 
scapegoat anything but the real deal. Steve Bannon knows 
it, and his imperial wonk nemesis Bill Kristol knows it 
too. Evil or not, those twisted fuckers know a thing or two 
about the deep state’s long game and the long game 

is either China goes down or America accepts its 
Karmic fate as their debt-ridden bitch. 

Either way, why should an anti-imperialist anarchist like 
me give a shit? They are all bloodthirsty statist scum after 
all. 


Well, Pll tell you why. For two reasons. 


The first is the simple fact that I am an American 
and I feel it is my divine duty as an anti-authoritarian 
pissant to piss off and smash the authority I live beneath. 
T’ll leave China to those cyber-punks in Hong Kong or 
some genderfuck Uighur with a decidedly Oriental 
manifesto in her burka. That’s not my lane. 

The second reason is the basic strategic fact that 
as fucked up and debt-ridden as it is, America is still 
the world’s only truly unipolar superpower. China may 
look scary from a distance but as I pointed out above, they 
are a huge country who can barely handle keeping their 


own police state from falling to shambles beneath their 
own weight. 

China’s best hope for dominance rests in partnership 
above competition. A Eurasian Century would be 
multipolar by nature and any anarchist worth a shit can 
tell you, Balkanize and conquer is where it’s at. 


So meet the New New Cold War, dearest 
motherfuckers, same as the Old New Cold War. Call 
me a contrarian cunt, but Pll be agitating for America’s 
demise in any damn cold war. That’s what I do. Now 
bring me Tucker Carlson. I’ve been waiting for an 
opportunity to work those tranny-bashing kidneys for 
long enough. 


The Spin War: US Military Planners Advise 
Expanded Online Psychological Warfare Against 
China 

£. 

by Tyler Durden 

Sat, 05/23/2020 - 22:00 


Authored by Alan Macleod via MintPressNews.com, 
Just three years ago, Americans had a neutral view of 
China (and nine years ago it was strongly favorable). 
Today, the same polls show that 66 percent of 
Americans dislike the country. 


As the U.S. military turns its attention from the 
Middle East to conflict with Russia and China, 
American war planners are advising that the United 
States greatly expand its own online “psychological 
operations” against Beijing. 

A new report from the Financial Times details how top 
brass in Washington are strategizing a new Cold War with 
China, describing it less as World War HI and more as 
“kicking each other under the table.” Last week, General 
Richard Clarke, head of Special Operations Command, 
said that the “kill-capture missions” the military 
conducted in Afghanistan were inappropriate for this new 
conflict, and Special Operations must move towards cyber 
influence campaigns instead. 

Military analyst David Maxwell, a former Special Ops 
soldier himself, advocated for a widespread culture war, 
which would include the Pentagon commissioning what 
he called “Taiwanese Tom Clancy” novels, intended to 


demonize China and demoralize its citizens, arguing that 
Washington should “weaponize” China’s one-child policy 
by bombarding Chinese people with stories of the 
wartime deaths of their only children, and therefore, their 
bloodline. 


A not dissimilar tactic was used during the first Cold 
War against the Soviet Union, where the 

CIA sponsored a huge network of artists, writers and 
thinkers to promote liberal and social-democratic critiques 
of the U.S.S.R., unbeknownst to the public, and, 
sometimes, even the artists themselves. 

Manufacturing consent 

In the space of only a few months, the Trump 
administration has gone from praising China’s 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic to blaming them 
for the outbreak, even suggesting they pay reparations 
for their alleged negligence. Just three years ago, 
Americans had a neutral view of China (and nine years 
ago it was strongly favorable). Today, the same 

polls show that 66 percent of Americans dislike China, 
with only 26 percent holding a positive opinion of the 
country. Over four-in-five people essentially support a 
full-scale economic war with Beijing, something the 
president threatened to enact last week. 

The corporate press is certainly doing their part as 

well, constantly framing China as an authoritarian threat 
to the United States, rather than a neutral force or even a 


potential ally, leading to a surge in anti-Chinese racist 
attacks at home. 

Retooling for an intercontinental war 

Although analysts have long warned that the United 
States gets its “ass handed to it” in hot war simulations 
with China or even Russia, it is not clear whether this 1s a 
sober assessment or a self-serving attempt to increase 
military spending. In 2002, the U.S. conducted a war 
game trial invasion of Iraq, where it was catastrophically 
defeated by Lt. Gen. Paul Van Riper, commanding Iraqi 
forces, leading to the whole experiment being nixed 
halfway through. Yet the subsequent invasion was carried 
out without massive loss of American lives. 

The recently published Pentagon budget request for 
2021 makes clear that the United States is retooling for 
a potential intercontinental war with China and/or 
Russia. It asks for $705 billion to “shift focus from the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and a greater emphasis on 
the types of weapons that could be used to confront 
nuclear giants like Russia and China,” noting that it 
requires “more advanced high-end weapon systems, 
which provide increased standoff, enhanced lethality and 
autonomous targeting for employment against near-peer 
threats in a more contested environment.” The military 
has recently received the first batch of low-yield nuclear 
warheads that experts agree blurs the line between 
conventional and nuclear conflict, making an all out 
example of the latter far more likely. 


There has been no meaningful pushback from the 
Democrats. Indeed, Joe Biden’s team has suggested that 
the United States’ entire industrial policy should revolve 
around “competing with China” and that their “top 
priority” is dealing with the supposed threat Beijing poses. 
The former vice-president has also attacked Trump from 
the right on China, trying to present him as a tool of 
Being, bringing to mind how Clinton portrayed him in 
2016 as a Kremlin asset. (Green Party presidential 
frontrunner Howie Hawkins has promised to cut the 
military budget by 75 percent and to unilaterally disarm). 
Nevertheless, voices raising concern about a new arms 
race are few and far between. Veteran deproliferation 
activist Andrew Feinstein is one exception, saying: 

“Our governments spend over 1.75 trillion dollars every 
year on wars, on weapons, on conflict...I[f we could 
deploy that sort of resource to address the coronavirus 
crisis that we’re currently living through, imagine what 
else we could be doing. Imagine how we could be fighting 
the climate crisis, how we could be addressing global 
poverty, inequality. Our priority should never be war; our 
priorities need to be public health, the environment, and 
human well being.” 


However, if the government is going to launch a new 
psychological war against China, it is unlikely antiwar 
voices like Feinstein’s will feature much in the 
mainstream press. 


Iranian Tankers To Reach Venezuela In Next 24 
Hours Amid "Threat Of Imminent Military Force By 
US" 
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by Tyler Durden 

Sat, 05/23/2020 - 14:55 


By as early as the evening on Saturday or Sunday 
morning it's expected that the first among the five Iranian 
tankers transporting fuel to gasoline-starved Venezuela 
will enter the Latin American country's coastal waters. 
Maduro officials have issued an emergency notice to the 
United Nations of an illegal "threat of imminent use of 
military force by the United States." 

And with Washington threatening to block what it deems 
"sanctions-busting" by two "rogue states" - both under 
severe sanctions - Iranian President Hassan Rouhani has 
issued his own last minute warning. 


Today we alerted the UN Security Council and Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres of the threat of imminent use of 
military force by the United States against Iranian vessels 
carrying Venezuelan-directed gasoline. An act of war 
under international law. 


See here: pic.twitter.com/jyp&kqQZsO 


— Samuel Moncada (@SMoncada_eng) May 22, 2020 


“If our tankers in the Caribbean or anywhere in the 
world face trouble caused by the Americans, they [the 
United States] will also be in trouble,” Rouhani told the 
Emir of Qatar in a phone call, Tasnim News reported. 

The Maduro government said days ago that it would send 
a military escort in the form of planes and ships once the 
tankers enter Venezuela's Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ), or within 200 miles of the coast. 


Rouhani expressed hope there wouldn't be a showdown or 
conflict, however, amid prior reports of a Trump-ordered 
US ‘naval build-up' in the Caribbean, in part to crackdown 
on what the administration has referred to Maduro's 
narcotrafficking operations in the region. 


The Iranian oil tanker Clavel headed through the Strait of 
Gibraltar earlier this month, via AP. 


“We hope the Americans will not make a 

mistake,” Rouhani stressed further to Qatar’s head of 
state, Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani. Iran 

previously warned that any US attempt at intercepting its 
fuel tankers "would have serious repercussions for the 
Trump administration ahead of the November elections" 
Venezuelan Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino upped the 
ante Wednesday in vowing the military escort will be 
prepared to defend the ships in the face of any potential 
American intervention: 


“When they enter our exclusive economic zone, they will 
be escorted by Bolivarian National Armed Forces boats 
and planes to welcome them in and thank the Iranian 


people for their solidarity and cooperation, ” Padrino 
said on state television. 

By our estimates, FORTUNE is approximately 10-12 
hours away from entering Venezuela Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ). From our understanding, she will then be 
escorted by the Venezuelan navy to 

shore. HOOTT https://t.co/SnUNbNpTSsa 

— TankerTrackers.com, Inc. £ § 

(@TankerTrackers) May 23, 2020 


He underscored that he was closely coordinating with 
Iran's defense minister, also after Washington has focused 
on the sanctioned Iranian airline Mahan Air's flights in 
and out of Caracas of late, said to be carrying vital 
equipment for Venezuela's derelict fuel refineres, needed 
for domestic gas consumption. 


The US has lately accused nefarious outside state actors 
of helping to facilitate the scheme to 'smuggle' gold out 
of Caracas as payment for the inbound Iranian 
gasoline as well as refining supplies and support. 
Pompeo even threw China in the mix in statements made 
Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, many pundits are warning of a clash in the 
Caribbean, given the presence of US Navy ships. Sparks 
could could fly in a new ‘tanker wars' conflict, akin to last 
summer's Persian Gulf and Mediterranean tit-for-tat tense 


exchanges, but this time in America's 'backyard' of the 
Caribbean and Latin American coastline. 


Hong Kong Erupts: Tear Gas Deployed As Thousands 
Fill Streets To Oppose China's National Security Law 


£ 
by Tyler Durden 
Sun, 05/24/2020 - 20:55 


After months of relative quiet amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, thousands of protesters flooded the streets 
of Hong Kong, defying the city's ban on gatherings to 
voice their opposition to a new "national security" law 
proposed by Beijing which would threaten the city's 
autonomy and the civil liberties of its residents. 

May glory be to thee, #HongKong! Call us terrorists, 
whatever you want, after 

the #WuhanVirus outbreak, #China has no more 
credibility in the 

world. #HongKongProtests #NationalSecuritvLaw #Stand 


WithHongKong pic.twitter.com/6K7J1eZ3D4 
— Ray Chan (@ray_slowbeat) May 24, 2020 


Hundreds of riot police charge at protest lines outside 
Sogo. Some protesters 


arrested #HongKongProtests #HongKong pic.twitter.com 
/UOrspVdlm9 


— James Pomfret (@jamespomfret) May 24, 2020 


Mainstream media, what is happening 
in #HongKong? pic.twitter.com/vfSU5sZCVb 
— Oh boy what a shot (Qohboywhatashot) May 24, 2020 


The protesters, most of whom could be seen donning 
masks, were hit with tear gas less than an hour after the 
start of the demonstrations which resulted in at least 120 
arrests - including 40 of which were people accused of 
blocking Gloucester Road. A water cannon truck was also 
deployed according to SCMP." 

Tear gas in causeway bay 

24May #HongKong pic.twitter.com/jWv0gqT3dx7 

— aca Sia ania May ee 2020 


i 


The first rounds of tear gas were fired around 1:30 p.m. 
local time outside a Causeway Bay shopping mall. 20 
minutes later, the first arrest was made, according to 
the Epoch Times. 


Rounds of tear gas are fired in Causeway Bay on Sunday 


Video: SCMP/Phila Siu pic.twitter.com/6O05db8ihT8 
— SCMP Hong Kong (@SCMPHongKong) May 24, 2020 


ei 


Via @CP2 


Tank man 


in #HongKong today. #YouCantStopUs #StandWithHong 


Kong pic.twitter.com/Kp8&s37xdvJ 
— Cha (@chawong8s52) May 24, 2020 


This map, circulated among #HongKong protesters on 
Telegram, shows police essentially surrounding SOGO, 
where protesters are gathering. 


This comes as multiple rounds of tear gas were fired by 


police in Causeway Bay and Wan Chai just as the march 


was beginning. pic.twitter.com/mkrR276unA 
— Eric Cheung (@EricCheungwc) May 24, 2020 


Beying unveiled details of the law on Friday, which 
would most likely grant the Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP)'s security services jurisdiction over matters in 
Hong Kong - which drew condemnation from Taiwan, the 
United Kingdom, the EU, Australia, Canada and the 
United States, according to the report. It also drew 
immediate protest from opposition lawmakers. 

The national security law would bypass the city's 
legislture, which is expected to enact a ban on subversion, 
secession and sedition against Beijing. It will also enable 
mainland Chinese national security agencies to operate 
on city soil for the first time. 

#HongKong: "You pass the law, we start the 

war!" pic.twitter.com/YMe0OXWIwWX 

— alpnacenmavri@ (@alphacentauriii) May 24, 2020 


On Sunday, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said that 
Beijing must enact the law without delay, and that it is 
the role of China's central government to enforce national 
security. 

"We must get it done without the slightest delay," said 
Wang, who added that the law would 'create more 
stability and confidence’ in the Special Administration 
Region as well as a better environment for security. 


Shortly after the announcement, Hong Kong residents 
took to social media to organize a march on Hong Kong 
Island from Causeway Bay to Wan Chai at | p.m. local 
time on Sunday. 


Some protesters were chanting "Liberate Hong Kong, 
Siena of our times," while others chanted "Hong 
Kon See me the only way out," according to CNN. 
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Iran & Venezuela Hail Victorious 'Defiance' Over US 
As Ist Tanker Is Escorted By Maduro Forces 


g. 


by Tyler Durden 
Sun, 05/24/2020 - 19:35 


The first among five Iranian fuel-laden tankers has arrived 
in gasoline-starved Venezuela amid US threats to 


intervene against the 'sanctions-busting' activity by two 
official Washington enemies. 


Reuters reports: "The tanker, named Fortune, reached 
the country’s waters at around 7:40 p.m. local 

time (1140 GMT) after passing north of the neighboring 
dual-island Caribbean nation of Trinidad and Tobago, 
according to vessel tracking data from Refinitiv Eikon." 


ultiple 
tanker tracking monitoring sites have confirmed the 
arrival of the 'Fortune' off Venezuela's coast last Saturday. 


Maduro's economy vice president and recently named oil 
minister celebrated on Twitter: “The ships from the 
fraternal Islamic Republic of Iran are now in our 
exclusive economic zone,” amid broader claims of 
'victory' on state media. 


And per Reuters: "Venezuelan state television showed 
images of a navy ship and aircraft preparing to meet 
it,’ 


The other trailing tankers are also expected to enter 
Venezuela's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), or within 
200 miles of the coast, in the coming days. 


Venezuela’s Yekuaka PO13 Ocean Patroller 
rendezvoused with the Ist Iranian tanker “Fortune”’ at 
3pm on Saturday in international waters. This was the 
moment captured 


by @madeleintlSUR. pic.twitter.com/tQWWIhS505t 
— Camila (@camilateleSUR) May 24, 2020 


Iran's IRGC-aligned Tasnim media hailed the safe arrival 
of the first tanker as “A turning point for Venezuela’s 
sovereignty and independence,” according to a state 
media report. 

Over the past month Tehran and Caracas have become 
aggressively vocal in touting their "brotherhood" and 
joint defiance of Trump administration sanctions, for 
which US officials have recently threatened response, 
including the possibility of military intervention against 
the vessels in the Caribbean. Trump months ago 
reportedly ordered more Navy ships to the area to 
crackdown against what was dubbed the Maduro regime's 
alleged narcotrafficking. 

#Photos 


First #Iran-flagged tanker Fortune reached 
the #Venezuela coasts while being escorted by the 


country’s navy forces pic.twitter.com/TBow7Mekrm 


— Iran (@Iran) May 24, 2020 


Iran- Venezuela cooperation has also included stepped-up 
flights from Iran via sanctioned Mahan Air, which has 
lately delivered crucial supplies to bring some of 
Venezuela's derelict refining plants back online, amid a 
national gas shortage. 


"Today we see the fruits of the multipolar world" - 
Venezuelan Foreign Minister Jorge 

Arreaza https://t.co/Tc1DB3hk6o 

— Intel Dispatches (@inteldispatches) May 23, 2020 


But as The Jerusalem Post underscores, the saga 1s far 
from over, but may have just begun: 

There are still chances for the US to make trouble for 
Tran’s tanker fleet. More ships will arrive in the coming 
days and then they have to go back to Iran. The port they 
came from was sabotaged by a cyber attack recently. US 
media pointed the finger at Israel for that incident. It’s 
unclear what the ships will do next. Furthermore, 
Venezuela is holding two Americans it accuses of being 
part of an ill-planned coup. 

Maduro officials days issued an emergency notice to the 
United Nations of what they called an illegal "threat of 
imminent use of military force by the United States." 
Venezuelan naval patrol boats set out to meet the first oil 
tanker arriving from Iran as it enters Venezuelan 
territorial waters. Exclusive @teleSURtv images 


from QmadeleintlSUR, 


courtesy @rolandoteleSUR pic.twitter.com/MgqOxenX6G8& 
— Camila (@camilateleSUR) May 23, 2020 


Simultaneously, Iran's President Hassan Rouhani put 
Washington on notice that his armed forces can create 
"trouble" - no doubt a reference to ability to choke key 
Persian Gulf transit points - should their be any attempt 
to thwart the tankers' movement. 

“If our tankers in the Caribbean or anywhere in the world 
face trouble caused by the Americans, they [the United 
States] will also be in trouble,” Rouhani told the Emir of 
Qatar in a phone call, Tasnim News reported earlier. 


Kim Jong Un Oversees Meeting To Increase NK's 
"Nuclear War Deterrence' 


&. 


by Tyler Durden 
Mon, 05/25/2020 - 11:00 


Still on his public appearance ‘return’ tour after last 
month's 'where's Kim?' false alarm, North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un hosted a meeting of top generals on the 
country's nuclear policy Sunday — the first appearance 
since his May Ist tour of a factory quashed persistent 
rumors about his health. 

State media asserted Pyongyang would continue to 
bolster its nuclear capabilities undeterred, amid stalled 


nuclear talks with the White House, at the meeting of the 
Workers' Party of Korea Central Military Commission 
(CMC). 

KCNA reported the meeting was aimed at efforts to 
“reliably contain the persistent big or small military 
threats from the hostile forces,” according to Reuters. The 
report emphasized the country would increase its 


"nuclear war deterrence". 
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Sunday's nuclear meeting, via Korean Central News 


Agency. 


"Set forth at the meeting were new policies for further 
increasing the nuclear war deterrence of the country 
and putting the strategic armed forces on a high alert 
operation," the state media outlet continued. 


The state-run outlet noted that officials also took “crucial 
measures for considerably increasing the firepower strike 
ability of the artillery pieces.” 


Kim 1s said to have signed seven related orders: 

The orders concerned "enhancing" the responsibility and 
roles of major military educational institutions, 
reorganizing the military command system "to meet the 
mission and duty of the security institutions" and 
promoting the military ranks of commanding officers, 
KCNA said. 


Since denuclearization talks with Washington stalled last 
fall, the regime has ramped up its short and medium range 
missile tests, with no less than six launches from the 
end of February through late March. 

The last provocative test included a projectile fired into 
the sea off the coast of Japan, and was seen as a direct 
challenge to Washington and its regional allies. 


Greece Charges Turkey With 'Land Invasion' After 


Troops Cross River, Raise Turkish Flag 


&. 


by Tyler Durden 
Mon, 05/25/2020 - 05:10 


Via AlmasdarNews.com, 


The Greek government recently accused Turkey of 
seizing some of its territory along its eastern border. 


Turkey responded on Saturday by stating that it would not 
allow de facto borders after Athens complained to Ankara 
that Turkish forces had seized land at the course of the 
Evros River that separates the two countries. 


an 


Co ea aS a ee NT 
Clashes 


involving refugees/migrants at Turkey's Pazarkule border 
crossing with Greece's Kastanies, near Edirne, Turkey in 
prior months, via Reuters. 


A statement by the Turkish Foreign Ministry said, 
“Ankara informed Greece that the river course has 
changed significantly for natural and artificial reasons, 
since 1926 when the borders were established, and that 
the solution requires technical coordination.” 


The Daily Mail described of the crisis: 


Turkish troops have invaded and occupied a small patch 
of Greek land Greece on their contested border. 


Around 35 soldiers marched on to a floodplain site on the 
east bank of the River Evros at Melissokomeio yesterday. 


Turkish soldiers and police special forces now have a 
solid presence within the Greek territory and have 
camped in the pocket of Apiary at Feres, reports Greek 
site Army Voice. 

At the camp there is now a small Turkish flag flying 
from a tree. Troops have rejected Greek demands to 
withdraw. It comes weeks after thousands of Syrian 


refugees failed to break through into Greece. 
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border territory | 


jay Via The 
Daily Mail 
The Turkish ministry said, “The dispute can be resolved 


through talks between the technical delegations of the two 
countries, which is a proposal submitted by Ankara to 


Athens, adding,” We will not allow any form of de facto 
on our borders.” 


For his part, Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias said 
last Wednesday that “the course of the river has changed”, 
indicating that there was tension between the two 
countries for this reason. 


Greek media reported on Friday that Turkish forces 
occupied a piece of land that is usually submerged in 
water at this time of the year, located on the Greek 
side of the border. 


Virgin Orbit's First Air-Launch Of Space Rocket 
Fails 

&. 

by Tyler Durden 

Tue, 05/26/2020 - 08:35 


Sir Richard Branson's Virgin Orbit's first demonstration 
of air-launching a rocket into space ended in a very abrupt 
fashion. 


The spaceflight firm reported the rocket, also 

called LauncherOne, was released from the wing of 

a Boeing 747 on Sunday, as the rocket booster ignited 
seconds later, the flight was "terminated shortly" as there 
was no chance of it reaching orbit. 


"We've confirmed a clean release from the aircraft. 
However, the mission terminated shortly into the flight," 
the company announced in a tweet. 


We've confirmed a clean release from the aircraft. 
However, the mission terminated shortly into the flight. 
Cosmic Girl and our flight crew are safe and returning to 
base. 


— Virgin Orbit (@Virgin Orbit) May 25, 2020 


"Cosmic Girl [the Boeing 747 plane] and our flight crew 
are safe and returning to base." It added, "The team's 
already hard at work digging into the data, and we're 
eager to hop into our next big test ASAP. Thankfully, 
instead of waiting until after our Ist flight to tackle our 
2nd rocket, we've already completed a ton of work to get 
us back in the air and keep moving forward." 


The mishap suggests it will be a while before Virgin 
Orbit can reach its goal of sending rockets into orbit 
regularly. It's not entirely clear what went wrong, but the 
company did warn beforehand that the chances of success 
were around 50%. 


"Test flights are instrumented to yield data and we now 
have a treasure trove of that. We accomplished many of 
the goals we set for ourselves, though not as many as we 
would have liked," said Virgin Orbit CEO Dan Hart. 


"Nevertheless, we took a big step forward today. Our 
engineers are already poring through the data. Our next 
rocket is waiting. We will learn, adjust, and begin 
preparing for our next test, which is coming up soon." 
Sunday's flight route illustrated in the chart below: 
"The 747, known as Cosmic Girl, left Mojave Air and 
Space Port to the north of Los Angeles shortly before 
midday Pacific time (19:00 GMT / 20:00 BST), carrying 
the rocket, dubbed LauncherOne, under its left wing. 


@MOJAVE 
COSMICGIRL TAKES-OFF 


®LONG BEACH 


RACETRACK 


POINT 


RONE DROPS 


FLIGHT MAP 


"At 35,000ft (10km), just west of the Channel Islands, the 
jet unlatched the liquid-fuelled booster to let it go into 
freefall. 

"LauncherOne ignited its NewtonThree engine four 
seconds later to start the climb to orbit. But it seems it 
didn't get very far," said BBC News. 

Diagram of the LauncherOne rocket 
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Some scenes from the air-launch 

Then, around the end of April this year, we wrapped up 
our development program with a final cryogenic captive 
carry flight. That flight represented the most true-to-form 
rehearsal of our entire launch system to date, and we 
couldn't have been more pleased with the 


results. pic.twitter.com/OLQn4HVeXb 
— Virgin Orbit (@Virgin Orbit) May 25, 2020 


Branson was not attendance at the time of the failed 
launch but was monitoring the events at a remote location. 
On Monday evening, Elon Musk tweeted at Virgin Orbit: 
"Sorry to hear that. Orbit is hard. Took us four attempts 
with Falcon 1." 


Sorry to hear that. Orbit is hard. Took us four attempts 
with Falcon 1. 


— Elon Musk (@elonmusk) May 25, 2020 


Virgin Orbit responded to Musk: "We appreciate that, 
Elon. We're excited about the data we were able to get 
today." 


The goal of LauncherOne is to catapult small satellites 
into low Earth orbit via a Boeing 747, supposedly easier 
than launching a rocket from the ground... 


Kim's New 'Nuclear-Capable Submarine' About To 
Be Deployed: South Korea 


&. 
by Tyler Durden 
Mon, 05/25/2020 - 23:00 


A day after Kim Jong Un oversaw a meeting of his top 
generals which resolved to continue to advance North 
Korea's "nuclear war deterrence", South 

Korea's Yonhap news service reports that 


Pyongyang's new ballistic missile-capable submarine is 
ready to imminently enter service. 


Images pear Pes July via KCT V broadcast. 


"South Korean intelligence authorities said they have 
been closely monitoring the North's activities regarding 
preparations for the launching of a new submarine it first 
unveiled in July 2019," Yonhap underscores, citing 
military and intelligence sources. 

"The submarine, believed to be a 3,000-ton one, 

is capable of carrying three SLBMs and to have been 
under construction at its naval base in Sinpo on its east 
coast," the report continues. 

"It seems almost ready to be deployed," a South 
Korean military source told Yonhap. "We are closely 
watching when the North will hold a launching 
ceremony." 


1) 2 
Crucially the new submarine has been touted as 
capable of launching intercontinental ballistic missiles 
with greater ranges, or submarine-launched ballistic 
missiles (SLBMs), which would significantly add to 
Pyongyang's strategic nuclear launch capabilities. 
In July of last year North Korean state media published 
photos of what was then dubbed Kim's new "powerful 
submarine" - which appeared indeed more massive than 
anything seen out of the country before. 
Pyongyang is currently believed to have a fleet of aging, 
low-tech submarines numbering at about 70, but they are 
considered loud (and thus can easily be detected) and 
most importantly incapable of firing nuclear-armed 
ballistic missiles. However, in 2016 the north successfully 
test-fired a submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) 
in a bid to establish faster deterrence capabilities. 


x ~ 


014 state media photo of Kim in one of NK's ageing, 
smaller subs. 


It's believed that the Sunday meeting of the Workers' 
Party of Korea Central Military Commission (CMC) was 
in preparation of a potential major announcement that the 
new submarine could be ready to enter service. 


Specifically the Sunday meeting chaired by Kim set 
forth "new policies for further increasing the nuclear 
war deterrence of the country and putting the 
strategic armed forces on a high alert 

operation," according to state media. 

The state-run outlet noted that officials also took “crucial 
measures for considerably increasing the firepower strike 
ability of the artillery pieces.” 


Seoul officials worry precisely that this could mean the 
soon roll-out of the new SLBM-capable large submarine. 
If not a game-changer altogether, then it would at least 


provide serious leverage in the north's stalled talks with 
Washington, which is likely precisely the point. 


Is Trump's New Cold War Necessary? 


a 
a. 


by Tyler Durden 
Tue, 05/26/2020 - 10:15 


Authored by Tom Luongo via Gold, Goats, 'n Guns blog, 
Donald Trump is winning the propaganda war against 


China today. But saying that doesn’t imply he either 
should be fighting this war or is capable of winning the 
real war. 


What is that real war? 


Retaining U.S. dominance over the flow of international 
capital for the next four generations. 


Because that is what is at stake. 


Trump’s slash and burn policies towards China have 
always been fraught with inconsistencies. From “trade 
warts are easy to win” (a lie) to the current over-reaction 
to COVID-19 (“the China Flu’’) Trump is conflating the 
two main wars he 1s fighting into one. 


Ending the Institutional Rot 
The first main war he is fighting is against the 


globalists I call The Davos Crowd. His fundamental 
distrust of the post-WWII institutional architecture is at 
the forefront of why he deals with Europe the way he 
does. 

Trump understands that The Davos Crowd’s goal is the 
cultural and economic destruction of the U.S. by creating 
a transnational superstate that exists as a regulatory and 
monetary framework built on top of the European Union. 
This is why his first moves after taking office were to pull 
out of the Paris Accords on Climate Change and put the 
kibosh on the TPP and the TTIP. 


It’s also why he wanted the JCPOA torn up. It had the 
added benefit of assisting Israel’s goals in the Middle East, 
but I think that is tangential to his main purpose, which 
was to reverse the dynamic of ceding U.S. sovereignty to 
Europe while they bled us dry. 


Cue his complaints about NATO. 

China is a willing partner with The Davos Crowd’s plan 
and because of that 1s part of Trump’s war strategy. He 
understands, rightly so, that China has been courting 
Europe, buying strategic assets there — Greek ports, the 
London Bullion Metals Exchange, etc. — and increasing 
their influence in international institutions the U.S. 
created and has dominated for decades. 

He also sees, rightly, how the U.S. hollowed itself out 
giving the money to China to begin, in U.S. foreign policy 
terms, colonizing Asia, specifically Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Iran 


These institutions are now, from Trump’s perspective, 
wholly compromised. And he’s willing to throw out as 
chum to his supporters in an election year as much anti- 
China propaganda as possible to win that point. At the 
same time he’s allowing his State Department and CIA, 
run by arch-Neocons Mike Pompeo and Gina Haspel, to 
run wild setting off brush fires in China’s backyard, 
namely Hong Kong, Kashmir and Taiwan. 

But, remember, Trump sees this as a defensive war, not 
an offensive one. And I think he’s right to think of it in 
these terms. There really is a transnational oligarchy 
trying to destroy the U.S. His narcissism and limbic 
nature however, make him susceptible to over-reaction 
and misinterpretation. 


He’s been fighting an unfairly fought media and political 
war for nearly four years domestically and he’s finally 
going on the offensive for this election. Most of the 
people he’s fighting have been selling the U.S. out to 
China but are also in thrall to The Davos Crowd. 

The real rot that he’s fighting is here at home, which 
he’s done excellent work exposing. 

That makes it easy for him to be manipulated into seeing 
things about COVID-19 that are likely not reality. So, as I 
said in my last article ... 


I’m convinced that the circumstances surrounding 
COVID-19 were a plot by evil people to kill millions of 
people and usher in a bleak, authoritarian nightmare 

they ’ve had legislation and action plans written to execute 
for years. I’m just not convinced it was China that was 
wholly behind it. 

But for Trump, the circumstantial evidence of 
wrongdoing and China’s own statecraft makes the 
Coronapocalypse a convenient excuse to take things with 
China to the next level. 


He’s doing this even though the real enemy he is fighting 
is right here at home, some of whom are in his cabinet. 


The China Paradox 


And this is where Trump’s conflating his two wars 1s not 
only dangerous but wholly counter-productive. 


Because U.S. adventurism and the vestiges of its 
colonial mindset, inherited and still shaped by the 
British, are rooted in its military and intellectual 
classes which shape foreign policy. 

We are still dominated by Brzezinski’s warming over of 
Halford Mackinder’s Heartland view of the world. He 
who controls the Heartland — the central Asian landmass 
— controls the world. 


Pepe Escobar’s latest reminds us of this in relation to 
Trump’s stepping up his attacks at every level against 


China’s advances in Eurasia, especially in Hong 
Kong. Speaking about H.R. McMaster’s latest policy 
memo on U.S. foreign policy objectives, Escobar says: 
He {McMaster} suggests — what else — “containment, ”’ 
which should be “firm and vigilant.” And he recognizes, 
to his credit, that it should be “based on an 
understanding of Chinese history and Indo-Pacific 
geography.” But then, once again, he gives away the 
game — in true Zbigniew Brzezinski fashion: what matters 
most is “the need to prevent a hostile power from 
controlling the key power centers of the Eurasian 
landmass.” 

It’s no wonder the US Deep State identifies Belt and Road 
and its spin-offs such as the Digital Silk Road and the 
Health Silk Road across Eurasia as manifestations of a 
“hostile power.” 


The whole fulcrum of US foreign policy since WWIT has 
been to prevent Eurasia integration — now actively 
pursued by the Russia-China strategic partnership. New 
Silk Roads across Russia — part of Putin’s Great Eurasia 
Partnership — are bound to merge with Belt and Road. 
Putin and Xi will meet again, face-to-face, in mid-July in 
St. Petersburg, for the twin summits of BRICS and the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and will further 
discuss it in extensive detail. 

Hong Kong has been in the sights of the U.S. and U.K. for 
year now, going back to theprotests over the Extradition 
Treaty. And China’s latest Security mandate for Hong 
Kong 1s aimed directly at foreign interference into the 
city-state’s future. 


This move by China was long overdue since last year’s 
attempt at a color revolution failed. The fallout from the 
Coronapocalypse economically is here and it 1s the perfect 
moment for China to push back. 


Because with China’s move to end the “One Nation, Two 
Systems” approach of the past 23 years, Hong Kong as 
we’ve known it is gone. And China just upped the stakes 
on U.S./U.K. activity there to spark an overthrow of its 
rule. 

Because what comes into focus next is a breaking of 
the peg between the Hong Kong dollar and the U.S. 
dollar which has fueled so much of what we think of as 
Hong Kong. 


The property bubble will burst now as upward pressure on 
the HKD threatens to blow out yield spreads between 
Hong Kong and U.S. debt, the fulcrum on which the peg 
rests. As I said in the article for Money and Markets 
linked above: 


That {yield} spread across maturities should blow out 
wider as the situation on the ground worsens and there is 
upward pressure on the Hong Kong dollar due to the 
collapse of the global economy. Short-term rates will rise 
faster than long-term rates, and this could happen while 
rates in the U.S hold serve or continue to drop. 

There is no way the HKMA {Hong Kong Monetary 
Authority} can maintain the peg under those conditions. 


Right on cue there are protests against 
China's pronouncement getting hastily organized for this 


weekend. 

Those protests the typically volatile admixture of organic 
social unrest and NGO-sponsored agent provocateur 
activity will grab headlines for the next few weeks. 


And this is why Trump’s multi-pronged assault on China 
is ill-advised. China and Russia both have asked the U.S. 
to come to the negotiating table on what the post-Unipolar 
world would look like and they have been met with 
nothing but insane hostility. 


So, the responses from here from them will be to attack 
pillars of U.S./U.K. financial system and erode their 


hybrid war effectiveness. Hong Kong as a money 
laundering operation under Western control is a major one 
of these pillars. 


That’s what China just attacked. It’s a massive move. 
And Trump would do well to trust his instincts about 
maintaining an Empire around the world while his 
budget deficit to GDP balloons out to levels beyond 
those seen during WWII. 

Meanwhile China is looking at mild deficit spending 
(3.6% of GDP) and a mild contraction given the global 
circumstances. 


Trump thinks he’s fighting a new Cold War against China 
but he’s really just fighting the next round in an old war 
on Asia that’s over 200 years old. 


And it’s a war he cannot win. 


Because most of the world, thanks to his 
weaponization of the dollar on top of decades of 
geopolitical abuse and adventurism, now views the U.S. 
unfavorably. And with every further act of financial 
and diplomatic aggression will accelerate their 
perceived need to ditch the dollar in favor of anything 
else. 

That is what will ultimately fuel the switch from a 
Unipolar world to the so-called Multi-polar one. Trump 
had the opportunity to make this change a more amicable 
one. But I think that opportunity is now behind us. 


Sadly, I don’t think he’s got any intention backing down 
here, not in an election year, and not when he’s finally 
convinced more than half of Americans that China 1s our 
biggest problem. 


But now that we know Trump thinks these wars are 
necessary, at least we can be clear as to what to do 


next. 
*k *K 


Join My Patreon if you want help figuring out what comes 
next.. Install the Brave Browser if you don’t want Google 
empowered to censor you finding that out. 


Indian Media Reports Up To 10,000 Chinese Soldiers 
Have 'Invaded' Border Territory 
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by Tyler Durden 
Tue, 05/26/2020 - 12:45 


After over the weekend international reports said that 
multiple hundreds, or up to 1,000 Chinese troops have 
crossed into India following prior small-scale 

skirmishes weeks ago involving dozens of Indian and 
Chinese soldiers near a remote but strategically important 
mountain pass near Tibet, Indian media is now reporting 
that up to five to ten thousand PLA troops have now 
moved into Ladakh’s disputed Galwan river area. 


Some Indian media reports have suggested multiple 
thousands, while a new Business Standard 

India report now claims up to 10,000 Chinese soldiers 
inside India occupying the Galwan Valley while digging 
into fortified positions. 

Though such figures remain unconfirmed and very likely 
inflated, it's clear that Indian authorities are watching with 
growing alarm what they view as an ‘invasion’ of their 
sovereign territory. 


a x 


India-China border at Nathula, via PTI/Indian Express 


Per the reports, a larger conflict between the two nuclear 
armed powers is on the horizon: 

“The most worrying situation is in the Galwan valley, 
where the PLA has crossed China’s own claim 

line (which Beijing had stated was the border with India) 
and breached 3-4 kilometers into Indian territory. PLA 
troops are digging defenses to equip themselves to face 
any Indian attack.” 


Sporadic but fierce clashes have occurred going back to 
the 1960's along the shared 2,100 mile border, which 
often involves literal fist-fights among opposing troops 
and border patrol guards. 


A prior 2017 incident involving Indian soldiers crossing 
into Bhutan ostensibly to thwart a Chinese road 
construction project extending into the Galwan Valley 
resulted in a tense standoff and direct two-month long 
negotiations. 

is ; 


Via Quora 


A report days ago in Foreign Policy warns of the potential 
for major war: 

Indeed, given that Beijing sees New Delhi as the 
principal impediment to the realization of its ambitions 


to dominate Asia, a more violent clash along the volatile, 
poorly demarcated Sino-Indian border is highly 

likely. Unless China emerges as the dominant power in 
South Asia (and the Indian Ocean), China is likely to 
remain a regional power in East Asia. Put another way, 
China’s quest for pan-Asian dominance will intensify the 
ongoing Sino-Indian rivalry as India itself is seeking 
primacy—but not hegemony—in southern Asia. 
Meanwhile, unconfirmed Indian media reports say large 
Indian patrol units have begun building up in opposition 
to the recent PLA movements and provocations. 
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A brief review of the escalating situation: 


Pentagon Releases Photos Of Russian Jets In Libya, 
Slams 'Syria-Style' Interference 


by Tyler Durden 
Tue, 05/26/2020 - 14:00 


Turkey's growing official military role in Libya 
supporting the Tripoli Government of National Accord 
(GNA) has long been documented, but Russia's role less 
so — in the past months mercenaries from Russian 
contractor firm Wagner Group have been reported 
fighting for Haftar's LNA. 


That has changed apparently, as initial reports that Russia 
recently transferred multiple MiG-29 fighters along with 
Su-24 jets have been confirmed, with the Pentagon 
releasing a series of photos showing the fighters in 
Libya. 

This after Bloomberg reported a week ago at least “six 
Mig-29 and two Su-24 aircraft escorted by two 
Russian Air Force Su-35s” have arrived in Libya. 


MiG-29 FULCRUM 


AL JUFRA AFLD, LY 


Via Defense Visual Information Distribution Service 


The aircraft were believed transferred from Hmeimim 
Airbase in Syria, where Haftar's Libyan National Army 
(LNA) said they'll be used against Turkish targets "in all 
occupied cities" - again underscoring the expanding 


nature of what's become another international proxy war 
in the Mideast-North Africa region. 

The timing of the Pentagon release of the photo series is 
especially interesting given President Trump's weekend 
phone call with Turkey's Erdogan, wherein Trump 
slammed "foreign interference in Libya" - though it 
wasn't clear if the statement was geared toward Erdogan 
himself, given Turkey's deep military involvement, or in 
reference to Moscow's greater role in assisting Haftar. 


fighter in Libya, via Defense Visual Information 
Distribution Service 


“President Trump reiterated concern over worsening 
foreign interference in Libya and the need for rapid 
de-escalation,’ White House spokesman Judd Deere said 
in a statement over the call. 


A US Africa Command press release alleged the Russian 
jets entered to the country to support Wagner Group 
forces on the ground, after further 'they were repainted 
to camouflage their Russian origin,"' according to the 
statement. 

MiG-29 on the ground at al-Jufrah, 19 May 20. Grid: 
29.1916, 

16.0112 https://t.co/62By0rSZMC pic.twitter.com/klFw7 
HePOA 

— Brian Castner (@Brian_Castner) May 21, 2020 


"Russia 1s clearly trying to tip the scales in its favor in 
Libya. Just like I saw them doing in Syria, they are 
expanding their military footprint in Africa using 
government-supported mercenary groups like Wagner," 
said AFRICOM commander Army Gen. Stephen 
Townsend. 


"For too long, Russia has denied the full extent of its 
involvement in the ongoing Libyan conflict. Well, there 

is no denying it now. We watched as Russia flew 

fourth generation jet fighters to Libya — every step of 
the way," Gen. Townsend added. 

"Neither the LNA nor private military companies can arm, 
operate and sustain these fighters without state support — 
support they are getting from Russia." 

"Russia has employed state-sponsored Wagner in 
Libya to conceal its direct role and to afford Moscow 
plausible deniability of its malign actions," the 
eS statement said. 


Khalifa Haftar has made multiple trips to Russia of late 
and is seen as an ally of the Kremlin. Image via TASS. 


The new Libya conflict 2.0 presents an interesting case 
study in evolving and confused US policy in the region. 
While the US still officially supports the UN-recognized 
government in Tripoli, Trump himself on multiple 


occasions over the past year has praised Haftar's ability 

to ‘secure the oil". 

State Department officials also last fall met with Haftar's 
political team, though it's as yet unclear the degree of US- 
LNA potential behind-the-scenes cooperation. 


However, the Pentagon statement was clear in 
condemning any level of Russian involvement in the 
theater. 


"The world heard Mr. Haftar declare he was about to 
unleash a new air campaign. That will 

be #Russian mercenary pilots flying Russian-supplied 
aircraft to bomb #Libyans." 

- Gen. Townsend, AFRICOM commander 

Release: https://t.co/HpLdwUJxcr 

Photos: https://t.co/raTallLKPa pic.twitter.com/3P 1IPQs 
Lvo 

— US AFRICOM (QUS<AfricaCommand) May 26, 2020 


It should be noted that Haftar was a longtime CIA asset 
(and US dual citizen) while he spent over two decades in 
exile living in Virginia during the last part of Gaddafi's 
rule. 


Currently, Haftar's army has suffered major setbacks as 
Turkey ramps up support to its Tripoli ally. 


Watch: Venezuela Sends Large Fighter Jet Escort For 
Tankers As Iran's Flag Flies Over Caracas 
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To pretty much everyone's surprise it appears the 

five Iranian gasoline tankers will be able to offload 
their fuel to Venezuela without incident, despite US 
threats to thwart what Washington sees as illicit 
sanctions-busting. It remains that the return trip could be a 
different story, however. 

Dramatic video emerged early this week showing the first 
couple of tankers' arrivals within Venezuelan coastal 
waters, accompanied by what appeared a large 
Venezuelan military escort, as Maduro officials 
promised. 


First tanker to successfully arrive, the Fortune, docked by 
Monday, while all are now reported in Caribbean 
waters, with the second vessel soon to reportedly to dock 
as well, already safely within Venezuela's Exclusive 
Economic Zone. 

Venezuelan military Sukhoi 30MK2 and F-16 aircrafts 
escort Iran's second tanker on its journey to a Venezuelan 


port. pic.twitter.com/tfGFLNMzo9 
— Camila (@camilateleSUR) May 26, 2020 


According to multiple widely circulating videos, 
Maduro's military deployed multiple warships to escort 
the tankers along with what appears at least a half- 
dozen Russian-produced fighter jets and F-16s. No 
doubt the Pentagon and Trump administration has 
monitored the images closely. 

There were growing fears of a 'tanker war' Caribbean- 
style given that last month Trump reportedly ordered a 
US naval build-up in the region against alleged Maduro 
government narcotrafficking. 


Though with plenty of oil, Venezuela has struggled to 
obtain gasoline for domestic consumption given its 
network of broken and derelict refineries, which its ally 
Iran has responded to by delivering 1.53 million barrels of 
gasoline and refining components. 


Venezuelan officials declared the fuel delivery as a 
"landmark in struggle for sovereignty" while unusually 
an Iranian flag appeared over downtown Caracas: 
Iranian flag flying in central Caracas today 


&#Venezuela #lran pic.twitter.com/4Ewg{R90ql 
— CNW (@ConflictsW) May 25, 2020 


Given that Maduro made good on his promise to send 
significant armed forces to provide security for the 
tankers, it's likely the White House saw too many 
‘unknowns' if the US Navy were to attempt an 
intercept of the fuel. 


But as one international report underscored days 

ago, "There are still chances for the US to make trouble 

for Iran’s tanker fleet. More ships will arrive in the 
coming days and then they have to go back to Iran." 
"We're Ready for Whatever, Whenever,’ Says Maduro as 
Venezuela Vows Navy Escort to Protect Iranian Oil 
Tankers from US Threats https://t.co/vwXfHakk2L 

— Common Dreams (Q@commondreams) May 21, 2020 


Caracas is attempting to flex its military muscle as a 
warning to Washington and its allies, while perhaps also 
viewing this as a 'test run’ for future Iranian fuel 
shipments. 

"We're ready for whatever, whenever," Nicolas Maduro 
declared last week when he and his generals rolled out 
plans for a major military operation to ensure the tankers 
arrive Safely. 

The shipment of #lran's oil tankers to #Venezuela is part 
of the scientific and industrial cooperation between the 
two nations, a solidarity action seeking to supply fuels to 
the Venezuelan internal 


market. pic.twitter.com/NDrhvnPIsB 
— teleSUR English (@telesurenglish) May 24, 2020 


Should the whole operation go down without conflict or 
interference, it will indeed set a precedent - meaning there 
will be more Iranian tankers and supplies to come in the 
next months. 


CIA Was So Focused On Developing Cyber Weapons That 
"Woefully Lax" Security Led To Vault 7 Leak 
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The CIA's Center for Cyber Intelligence (CCI) was so 
busy making cyber weapons - including tools to crack 
into smartphones, hijack smart TVs, or make it look like a 
foreign adversary hacked someone - that they internal 
security become "woefully lax," allowing a CIA 
employee to steal up to 34 terabytes of information later 
published by WikiLeaks in the spring of 2017. _ 
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According to a report created by the CIA's WikiLeaks 
Task Force in 2017 and released Tuesday by Sen. Ron 


Wyden (D-OR) on Tuesday, there were major security 
lapses at CCI. 

"In a press to meet growing and critical mission needs, 
CCI had prioritized building cyber weapons at the 
expense of securing their own systems," reads the report. 
"Day-to-day security practices had become woefully 
lax." 

"CCI focused on building cyber weapons and 
neglected to also prepare mitigation packages if those 
tools were exposed. These shortcomings were 
emblematic of a culture that evolved over years that too 
often prioritized creativity and collaboration at the 
expense of security," the report continues. 

The leak marked the largest data breach in the CIA’s 
history and included information on hacking tools used by 
the agency to break into smartphones and other internet- 
connected devices. 

The task force noted that due to failures to address 
vulnerabilities in IT systems, if WikiLeaks had not 
published the stolen information, the CIA “might still be 
unaware of the loss — as would be true for the vast 
majority of data on Agency mission systems.” 

In a letter to Director of National Intelligence John 
Ratcliffe on Tuesday, Wyden criticized the intelligence 
community for its “widespread cybersecurity problems.” 
-The Hill 

The Vault 7 release - a series of 24 documents which 
began to publish on March 7, 2017 - reveal that the CIA 


has a giant arsenal of tools to use against adversaries, 
including the ability to "spoof" its malware to appear 
as though it was created by a foreign intelligence 
agency, as well as the ability to take control of Samsung 
Smart TV's and surveil a target using a "Fake Off" mode 
in which they appear to be powered down while 
eavesdropping. 

The CIA's toy chest also includes: 


Tools code named "Marble" - which can misdirect 
forensic investigators from attributing viruses, trojans and 
hacking attacks to their agency by inserted code 
fragments in foreign languages. The tool was in use as 
recently as 2016. Per the WikiLeaks release: 

"The source code shows that Marble has test examples 
not just in English but also in Chinese, Russian, Korean, 
Arabic and Farsi. This would permit a forensic 
attribution double game, for example by pretending that 
the spoken language of the malware creator was not 
American English, but Chinese, but then showing 
attempts to conceal the use of Chinese, drawing forensic 
investigators even more strongly to the wrong 
conclusion, --- but there are other possibilities, such as 
hiding fake error messages." 

CIA's "Marble Framework" shows its hackers use 
potential decoy languages https://t.co/Hm3pTPSXIS 


Background: https://t.co/GsoN4BuyTz pic.twitter.com/ZT 


66doCnfY 
— WikiLeaks (Qwikileaks) March 31, 2017 


iPads / iPhones / Android devices and Smart TV’s are 
all susceptible to hacks and malware. The agency's "Dark 
Matter" project reveals that the CIA has been bugging 
“factory fresh” iPhones since at least 2008 through 
suppliers. Another, "Sonic Screwdriver" allows the CIA 
to execute code on a Mac laptop or desktop while it's 
booting up. 
RELEASE: CIA #Vault7 "Dark 
Matter" https://t.co/pgnfeODXVB pic.twitter.com/vkI] 6f3 
vMD 
— WikiLeaks (Qwikileaks) March 23, 2017 


RELEASE: CIA #Vault7 "Sonic 


Screwdriver" https://t.co/pgnfeODXVB pic.twitter.com/1& 


BcVdgqkgqd 
— WikiLeaks (Qwikileaks) March 23, 2017 


The increasing sophistication of surveillance 
techniques has drawn comparisons with George Orwell’s 
1984, but “Weeping Angel’, developed by the 
CIA’s Embedded Devices Branch (EDB), which infests 
smart TVs, transforming them into covert microphones, is 
surely its most emblematic realization. 

The Obama administration promised to disclose all 
serious vulnerabilities they found to Apple, Google, 


Microsoft, and other US-based manufacturers. The US 
Government broke that commitment. 

"Year Zero" documents show that the CIA breached the 
Obama administration's commitments. Many of the 
vulnerabilities used in the CIA's cyber arsenal are 
pervasive and some may already have been found by rival 
intelligence agencies or cyber criminals. 


The Frankfurt consulate is (or was) a major CIA 
hacking base of operations. 
In addition to its operations in Langley, Virginia the CIA 
also uses the U.S. consulate in Frankfurt as a covert base 
for its hackers covering Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa. 


CIA hackers operating out of the Frankfurt consulate 
("Center for Cyber Intelligence Europe" or CCIE) are 
given diplomatic ("black") passports and State 
Department cover. 

The CIA laughs at Anti-Virus / Anti-Malware 
programs. 
CIA hackers developed successful attacks against most 
well known anti-virus programs. These are documented 


in AV defeats, Personal Security Products, Detecting and 
defeating PSPs and PSP/Debugger/RE Avoidance. For 
example, Comodo was defeated by CIA malware placing 
itself in the Window's "Recycle Bin". While Comodo 6.x 
has a "Gaping Hole of DOOM". 


In March, the trial of former CIA computer engineer 
Joshua Schulte ended in a hung jury on eight counts, 
including illegal gathering and transmission of national 
defense information, according to the New York Times. 


Schulte was convicted on two other counts; contempt of 
court and making false statements to the FBI. He awaits 
trial on unrelated charges of possessing, receiving and 
transporting child pornography. 


Stocks Soar As 'Miracle Cure’ & 'Recovery' Hype Trumps 
2nd-Wave COVID Concerns, WW3 Fears 
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A regurgitated stimulus narrative,"surprising" rebounds 
from the depths of hell for some macro data (retail sales, 
yay! industrial production, boo!), and a press-release 
study showing a cheap steroid as a ‘miracle cure' for 
COVID were enough to trump soaring COVID case 
counts in several US states, Beijing locking down 7 
regions and shutting all schools, North Korea literally 
blowing up relations with South Korea, and China and 
India tensions escalating dramatically. 


Why don't we just send the dextramethasone to China - 
"You're cured mate!" 
To 'V' Or not to 'V', you decide... 
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The stock market loves it... 


Just wait for earnings to catch up... (in say 20237) 


_ Dow Consensus 12m Fwd EPS \ 
Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
2019 | 2020 


Source: Bloomberg 
The Dow rebounded off its IOODMA to its SODMA... 
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Another short-squeeze at the open... 


"Most Shorted" Stocks 3 : : 
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Source: Bloomberg 


But while stocks roared higher, bond yields barely 
flinched... 
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Gold was also bid...(not exactly a signal for the all-clear 
stocks gave)... 
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The dollar rallied after the better than expected data... 
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Source: Bloomberg 


Oil prices jumped back above $38 on all the "good" news 
(ahead of tonight's API inventory data)... 
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Finally, after yesterday's panic-bid in corporate debt after 
The Fed's nothing-burger statement, things opened up and 
traded weaker all day today... 
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Some context for the stock market's rebound vs the bond 
market's excitement at the prospects for a 'V’... 
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Trade accordingly. 


Communist China has already invaded 


Tuesday, June 16, 2020 by: 
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( ) Many people are unaware of it, but 
communist China in the United 
States. The fields of solar energy farms that blanket 
much of the American southwest are actually 
controlled and run by the Chinese military, in many 


cases, and one day these “sleeper cells” are going 
to awaken and carry out the rest of the takeover, 
reports a prominent analyst. 


What takeover, you might be asking? The one that is 
right now being ratcheted up with the manufactured 
public outrage over George Floyd. According to 
Dave Hodges of The Common Sense Show, the 
next phase of China’s “Red Dawn” invasion of our 
country involves escalating the number of domestic 
terrorist acts in order to destabilize the country and 
pave the way for the final solution. 


Likening the current situation to the infamous TET 
Offensive that was unleashed by the Viet Cong and 
the North Vietnamese Army back in 1968, the goal 
right now is to further deunify and splinter America to 
the point that a divide-and-conquer plan of attack 
can be quickly executed, bringing our country to its 
knees. 


“The Floyd murder has provided the Deep State an 
excuse to perpetrate rioting across America with the 
intent of promoting a helter-skelter race war 
designed to destabilize the country,’ Hodges writes 
about the slash-and-burn approach currently being 
used to weaken the U.S. 


“These other groups will play a role in this phased 
attack upon America,” he adds. “The real enemy of 
America is communist China. And the main force 
behind the CHICOMS’ attack upon America will 
prove to be ISIS.” 


Listen below to The Health Ranger Report as Mike 
Adams, the Health Ranger, talks about what he 
describes as the “chaos agenda,” and how it will be 
used to further strip Americans of their Second 
Amendment rights: 


Is China on the verge of attacking America with 
military force? 


Concerning America’s solar farms, China’s 
occupation of many of these facilities has created a 
landing zone, so to speak, where Chinese military 
men and women can quietly group together and plot 
the next step while posing as “security.” And most 
Americans are none the wiser as to what is 
transpiring right under their noses. 


Hodges believes that America will soon be under 
direct military attack by communist China, meaning 
bullets and bombs targeted at American aircraft, 
both military and civilian. And the reason he thinks 
this is because of these solar farms, which are 
directly tied to the communist Chinese military. 


“The solar energy deals that were put into place by 
Senator Harry Reid were done in conjunction with 
Chinese energy companies run by the Chinese 
military,” Hodges explains. “All personnel manning 
these planned plants would be affiliated with the 
Chinese military.” 


“This includes the inland ports (e.g. Kansas City) 
which are controlled by the Chinese courtesy of the 
treasonous trade agreement we call NAFTA. As 
former Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton gave tacit 
approval and participated in these actions which had 
their origins prior to her tenure as Secretary of 
State.” 


Cinta, a company that owns most of the solar energy 
farms throughout the American West, is merely a 
front for the Chinese military, according to Hodges. 
And nearly all of the employees who work at these 
farms are Chinese soldiers who have gained a type 
of beachhead in our country, he says. 


Former California Governor Jerry Brown was also in 
it, as he included the nation of China, as well as the 
Bank of China, in his CALEXIT strategy. As you put 
all of the pieces together, as Hodges has, it 
becomes clear that the solar energy scam was alla 
front for communist China. 


Be sure to read his full analysis at this link. 


To keep up with the latest news about the Chinese 
communist takeover of America, be sure to check 
out InvasionUSA.news. 


Sources for this article include: 
TheCommonSenseShow.com 
NaturalNews.com 


Chinese Forces Kill 3 Indian Troops During First Deadly 
Border Clash In Nearly 50 Years 
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Following days of escalating tensions between the two 
nuclear-armed neighbors, Indian Army officials 
confirmed that three troops - an officer and two soldiers, 
to be more precise - had been gunned down by Chinese 
forces during a "violent faceoff" in Galwan Valley in the 
Ladakh region, which rests along the country's border 
with China on Monday night. 


A statement from the Indian Army says both sides were 
meeting to diffuse tensions building up on the border in 


the last several weeks. Other reports indicate the soldiers 
weren't shot but had been killed during a rock-throwing 
melee reminiscent of another border incident back in May, 
where both sides reported injuries. 

A statement from the Indian Army says both sides were 
meeting to diffuse tensions building up on the border in 
the last several weeks. Other reports indicate the soldiers 
weren't shot but had been killed in a rock-throwing melee 
-- very similar to what happened in May along the border 
when both sides reported injuries. 

"The loss of lives on the Indian side includes an officer 
and two soldiers," the statement said. "Senior military 
officials of the two sides are currently meeting at the 
venue to defuse the situation." 


This is the first confrontation between both sides in which 
soldiers have died since the mid-1970s. China also 
confirmed that it "suffered causalities in a border clash 
with India," as the Global Times affirmed. 


Based on what I know, Chinese side also suffered 
casualties in the Galwan Valley physical clash. I want to 
tell the Indian side, don’t be arrogant and misread 
China’s restraint as being weak. China doesn’t want to 
have a clash with India, but we don’t fear it. 


— Hu Xijin AA (@HuXijin_GT) June 16, 2020 


Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Zhao Liyian said 
Tuesday that a "clash broke out" between China and 
India's border defense troops in the Galwan Valley. He 
said, "Indian troops crossed the border for illegal 
activities and launched provocative attacks against 
Chinese personnel, and the Chinese side has lodged a 
strong protest and solemn representation." 


For the last month, both sides have been beefing up their 
defenses along the Himalayan border. 


Indian Media Reports Up To 10,000 Chinese Soldiers 
Have 'Invaded' Border Territory 

China Wants To Deploy Helicopter Drones Along 
Indian Border As Tensions Soar 
China has been more assertive in defending its borders 
and territorial claims in a post-corona world. In recent 
months, Beijing has launched war drills in the South 
China Sea and flew military planes around Taiwan. 


The border clash resulted in a decline in the rupee 
and Indian sovereign bonds. 


Discussing the impact on local markets, Harish Agarwal, 
a trader with FirstRand Bank in Mumbai, told Bloomberg, 
the "news has rattled the market sentiment and that’s 
getting reflected in market moves." 


USD/INR rises to 76.26, though it faded to 76.08-76 
immediately after the spike 
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while the fadiaa 10 Year Benchmark abed to 5.846%... 
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NIFTY 50 slid on the border clash report, though it 
recouped most of those losses to close in the green. 
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India Confirms 20 Soldiers Killed In Border 
Clash With Chinese Forces; Reports Of 43 PLA 
Casualties 
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Earlier in the day we reported that Indian Army officials 
said that three troops - an officer and two soldiers, to be 
more precise - had been gunned down by Chinese forces 


during a "violent faceoff" in Galwan Valley in the Ladakh 
region Monday night. 

In an official follow-up statement, the Indian Army now 
says as of Tuesday evening local time that an additional 
seventeen soldiers were critically injured in the 
exchange of fire, and since succumbed to their wounds 
after being “exposed to sub-zero temperatures in the 
high altitude terrain.” This brings the official Indian 
death toll to 20 soldiers killed. 

With the whole incident still shrouded 1n contradictory 
claims and lack of confirmation on potential Chinese 
casualties from Beijing - even after widespread unverified 
Indian media reports claimed that up to 43 Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) were killed or injured in 
the clashes, one thing is for sure — that this is the biggest 
and deadliest border clash between the nuclear-armed 
neighbors | ina WLU ae 


ndia-China Ladakh, Indian media file image. 


The only thing approaching an 'official’ statement from 
Beijing appears to come via state media. The highly 
visible editor of state-run Global Times Hu Xijin, who's 
often served as unofficial mouthpiece conveying Being 
official sentiment to the West tweeted the following in the 
aftermath Tuesday, calling it "goodwill from Beiing": 
The Chinese side didn’t release number of PLA casualties 
in clash with Indian soldiers. My understanding is the 
Chinese side doesn’t want people of the two countries to 
compare the casualties number so to avoid stoking 
public mood. 

Importantly, Xiin confirmed that there were indeed 
casualties on the Chinese side. 

Chinese side didn’t release number of PLA casualties in 
clash with Indian soldiers. My understanding is the 
Chinese side doesn’t want people of the two countries to 
compare the casualties number so to avoid stoking public 
mood. This is goodwill from Beijing. 


— Hu Xijin AA (@HuXijin_GT) June 16, 2020 


He stated further: "Based on what I know, Chinese side 
also suffered casualties in the Galwan Valley physical 
clash," in a follow-up tweet. 
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"I want to tell the Indian side, don’t be arrogant and 
misread China’s restraint as being weak. China doesn’t 


want to have a clash with India, but we don’t fear it," the 
GT editor added. 


And BBC reports of the new statements: 
It added that "17 Indian troops who were critically 


injured in the line of duty" and died from their injuries, 
taking the "total that were killed in action to 20". 


China did not confirm any casualties, but accused India 
in turn of crossing the border onto the Chinese side. 


Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said 
India had crossed the border twice on Monday, 
"provoking and attacking Chinese personnel, resulting in 
serious physical confrontation between border forces on 
the two sides", AFP news agency reported. 

India blamed Beijing for "an attempt by the Chinese side 
to unilaterally change the status quo" on the 

border, according to Indian media. 

With tensions this high, and no doubt the national medias 
of each country about to spend days whipping their 
citizens into a frenzy, there's likely more to come along 
the restive and disputed Line of Control (LOC). 


We should add that strangely, the Indian army is still 
claiming as of Tuesday that "no shots were fired" in 
this latest major clash. 

This is of course a not so insignificant detail which has 
left many observers scratching their heads, but then again, 
border skirmishes between the two have been known to 
involve stones, sticks, and fist-fights. Given the high 
casualty count, gunfire 1s most likely, or perhaps they 
fought with bayonets? 


Report: Indian Army Stocking up on Spiked Clubs 
After Chinese Massacre 


'The [Indian death] toll will likely go up' 


Image Credits: homeworks255 | Getty. 
By BreitbartFriday, June 19, 2020 


India’s Northern Command has commissioned 
lightweight riot gear and spiked clubs for its border 
forces following a deadly attack on Monday by 
China’s army, which saw the Chinese use batons 
wrapped in barbed wire to kill at least 20 Indian 
soldiers in the western Himalayas, India 

Today reported on Thursday. 


Following Monday’s bloody hand-to-hand combat, the 
Indian Army felt compelled to order the armor and spiked 
clubs to protect its soldiers from further ambushes by 


China’s army, “a medieval adversary,” according to the 
report. 


Monday’s clash occurred in the Galwan Valley, located in 
the northeastern Indian state of Ladakh. Neither Indian 
nor Chinese troops stationed along the border in this 
region are reportedly armed though, following the 
incident, some reports claimed the Indian soldiers had 
firearms but not permission to use them. 


Read More 
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India’s Northern Command has commissioned 
lightweight riot gear and spiked clubs for its border forces 
following a deadly attack on Monday by China’s army, 
which saw the Chinese use batons wrapped in barbed wire 


to kill at least 20 Indian soldiers in the western Himalayas, 
India Todayreported on Thursday. 


Following Monday’s bloody hand-to-hand combat, the 
Indian Army felt compelled to order the armor and spiked 
clubs to protect its soldiers from further ambushes by 
China’s army, “a medieval adversary,” according to the 
report. 


Monday’s clash occurred in the Galwan Valley, located in 
the northeastern Indian state of Ladakh. Neither Indian 
nor Chinese troops stationed along the border in this 
region are reportedly armed though, following the 
incident, some reports claimed the Indian soldiers had 
firearms but not permission to use them. 


This has been the tradition for decades, meant to 
discourage the escalation of border conflicts. In general, 
past border disputes between the two sides have been 
relatively tame, limited to sporadic brawls and scuffles 
along the boundary. On Monday, however, the Chinese 
troops reportedly used improvised weapons — including 
rocks, iron rods, and batons wrapped in barbed wire — to 
savagely attack and kill Indian soldiers. 


In response, the Indian Army has ordered its own spiked 
clubs, according to an Indian army officer who spoke 
to India Today on Thursday. 


“We won’t be surprised the next time,” he said. 


On Tuesday, “500 sets of full-body protectors [were] 
airlifted from the Mumbai-based supplier to Leh 
[Ladakh’s capital]” where they will be “distributed among 
troops deployed along the LAC [Line of Actual Control, 
the official name for the border between India and 
China],” the news magazine reported. 


“The body protectors comprise padded polycarbonate 
inserts and protect wearers from, significantly, sharp 
objects and stones,” India Today said. 


Monday’s ambush killed at least 20 Indian soldiers, with 
many others critically injured. Indian media reports 
indicate that roughly 40 Chinese troops died after 
Monday’s conflict, but Beijing has yet to officially 
confirm the Chinese death toll. Indian government 
sources on Tuesday said that at least 24 more soldiers 
were being hospitalized with “life-threatening” injuries in 
the aftermath of the attack. 


“The [Indian death] toll will likely go up,” India’s 
News 18 quoted an Indian military officer as saying. 


The fighting on Monday was the Indian Army’s deadliest 
since a 1999 war with Pakistan. It was also the most 
intense military conflict between India and China since 
1967 when skirmishes along a Himalayan mountain pass 
in Nathu La killed 88 Indian soldiers and roughly 340 
Chinese troops. 
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Indian Troops Given ‘Fire At Will’ Orders Against 
Chinese Troops If Threatened, Enraging Beijing 
By 

Source 


June 23, 2020 


Being is enraged over current widespread Indian media 
reports that the Indian Army has been given orders to 
shoot or use “complete freedom of action” in hostile 
engagements with Chinese PLA forces along the 
disputed Ladakh border region. 


Matthew 24:7 KJV — “For nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be 
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 
places.” 


The reports come following last week’s major border 
incident with China that resulted in 20 Indian Army 
troops killed, and an undisclosed number of Chinese PLA 
casualties in the disputed Galwan Valley area of East 
Ladakh. 


Chinese state-media Global Times editor Hu Xyin called 
out the reports, saying that if the new ‘rules of 
engagement’ are true, it’s a serious violation of prior 
treaties implemented for deescalation. 


Indian media reported that Indian army along the border 
with China had been given “complete freedom of action”, 
including using firearms in “extraordinary situations.” If 
true, this is a serious violation of agreement, & the Indian 
side will pay a heavy price for any such action. 


pic.twitter.com/ukmIZIX9Mp 


— Hu Xijin HAI (@HuXijin_GT) June 21, 2020 


Indeed multiple headlines in major Indian newspapers 
asserted that Indian troops have been issued the new 
controversial orders. 


The Hindustan Times for one, had this to say: 


A significant change in Rules of Engagement (ROE) by 
the Indian Army following the Galwan Valley skirmish 
that left 20 Indian soldiers dead gives “complete freedom 
of action” to commanders deployed along the contested 
Line of Actual Control (LAC) to “handle situations at 
the tactical level,” two senior officers said on Saturday on 
condition of anonymity. 


The commanders will no longer be bound by restrictions 
on the use of firearms and will have full authority to 
respond to “extraordinary situations” using all resources 
at their disposal, said one of the officers cited above. 


Essentially troops will be able to fire on opposing Chinese 
troops if they feel under threat without consulting higher 
level officers or the national chain of command. 


Obviously this holds the potential for more such deadly 
escalations as happened a week ago, considered the most 
severe Chinese-India clash along the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) in a half-century. 


The Hindustan Times report cited another military source 
further, who explained: “With the changes in the 

ROE, there’s nothing that limits the ability of Indian 
commanders to take whatever action they deem 
necessary on the LAC. ROE have been amended to 
address the brutal tactics being employed by Chinese 
troops.” 


Days after the Monday night clash, which apparently did 
not involve discharging of firearms, but instead brutal 
hand-to-hand combat that resulted in Indian soldiers 
succumbing to severe wounds in freezing high-altitude 
conditions, some almost unbelievable details emerged 
of the “violent face-off” in the western Himalayas. 


Just days after #GalwanClash, India modifies engagement 
rules across LAC giving soldiers “complete freedom of 
action” to handle situations at the tactical level. 


https://t.co/6xAJ8Ogeyjl 
— OTV (@otvnews) June 21, 2020 


The Guardian reported that Indian soldiers actually “fell 
to their deaths” after being knocked off a narrow ridge: 


The hand-to-hand combat lasted hours, on steep, jagged 
terrain, with iron bars, rocks and fists. Neither side 
carried guns. Most of the soldiers killed in the worst 
fighting between India and China in 60 years lost their 
footing or were knocked from the narrow Himalayan 
ridge, plunging to their deaths. 


Other international reports said that baseball bats spiked 
with nails and barbed wire were even used in the clash. 


At one point it reportedly involved hundreds in close- 
quarter combat on dangerous, steep terrain: 


Reinforcements from the Indian side were summoned 
from a post about 2 miles away and eventually about 600 
men were fighting with stones, iron rods and other 
makeshift weapons in near-total darkness for up to six 
hours, Indian government sources said, with most deaths 
on both sides occurring from soldiers falling or being 
knocked from mountain terrain. 


At least four more Indian soldiers were said to be in 
critical condition. Indian media outlets cited intelligence 
sources claiming up to 50 Chinese soldiers may have 
been killed in the melee but did not present the evidence. 
Chinese CCTV’s widely watched evening news broadcast 
made no mention of the border confrontation on Tuesday. 


Certainly with these numbers, now with an additional 
build-up of forces on each side said to number in the tens 
of thousands near the Galwan Valley area of East Ladakh, 
a new authorization of “shoot to kill” if under threat holds 
the potential to spark a major battle possibly leading to 
war between the two nuclear powers. 


Last week top diplomats on both sides called for 
deescalation, but these latest Indian media reports, and 
subsequent accusations and anger out of Beijing, aren’t 
helping matters. 


Q ZeroHedge 6 icy WERE FOR 


SOURCE 

SOURCE 

Fighting Over Kashmir Could Blow Up The Planet 
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Authored by T.J.Coles via Counterpunch.org, 


Jammu and Kashmir, widely referred to as Kashmir, 
has had many designations since India and Pakistan 
were partitioned by Britain and gained their 
respective independence from the Empire: a Princely 
State, a State, a Union Territory. 


The 86,000 mile, Muslim-majority region sits in the 
Himalayas on the border with China. It is of strategic 
significance to both India and Pakistan, primarily 
because of the Siachen Glacier which brings 
freshwater the drought-ridden nations. 


India and Pakistan have nuclear weapons: armaments of 
such destruction that even a “minor” regional war would 
cause more than a decade of global nuclear winter. 


Both countries have already fought several times over 
Kashmir. 


With India going down the route of Hindu fanaticism 
and Pakistan gripped by Islamism, both nations 
compound their irrationalities with a different form of 
religious extremism exported from the West, 

namely neoliberal economics. The chances of global 
survival diminish. 


The question is what we in the West can do to pressure 
our governments to de-escalate the conflict and cease 
exacerbating it. 


JAMMU AND KASHMIR 


The princely state of Kashmir was ruled by a Hindu 
Maharaja, Hari Singh. Following independence from 
Britain in 1947, Pakistani fighters invaded Kashmir. 

Singh signed the Instrument of Accession to India, 
igniting war between India and Pakistan, which lasted for 
two years. Two-thirds of Kashmir fell under Indian 
control. Both states violated UN Security Council 
Resolution 47: India refused to hold an election, which 
would have allowed the Muslim-majority population to 
decide their future, and Pakistan never withdrew its troops. 


India subsequently opposed UN involvement in the 
dispute. 


In 1965, Pakistan infiltrated troops into the Indian zones 
in an apparent effort to incite a counter-India insurgency. 
Around 6,000 people were killed during the 17-day Indian 
counter-offensive. The war ended with the so-called Line 
of Control, created by the Simla Agreement of 1972, 
which followed another conflict in Kashmir and basically 
existed until India’s annexation of Kashmir in 2019. 
Following a growing independence movement among 
Kashmiris, India passed the Jammu and Kashmir Public 
Safety Act 1978, which led to the disappearances of 
around 8,000 Kashmiris and the indefinite detention of 
hundreds more. 


In a repeat of 1965, India tried to seize the high ground of 
Kargil in 1999. A few years later, two Kashmiri groups 
based in Pakistan, Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e- 
Mohammad, attacked the Indian Parliament, nearly 
triggering war. A so-called Composite Dialogue was 
established, seeking to bring the more moderate 
independence groups into negotiations. This led to a 
ceasefire. 


In 2007, a bilateral peace plan was nearly finalized, but 
collapsed due to Pakistan’s internal problems. Pro- 
independence demonstrations ended in violence in 2010. 
Tensions rose again in 2016, with India’s murder 


of Burhan Wani, the leader of the group Hizbul 
Mujahedin. Hundreds were detained and dozens killed, 
following more protests. In 2017, the Indian government 
declared its lack of interest in peace talks as curfews were 
imposed. However, India employed the ex-intelligence 
officer, intelligence official, Dineshwar Sharma, to seek a 
consensus for peace. This was scuppered by Pakistan’s 
decision to release from house arrest, Hafiz Saaed of 
Lashkar-e-Taiba. 


In 2019, India bombed Pakistan in retaliation for an SUV 
attack in Kashmir, attributed to the Pakistan-based Jaish- 
e-Mohammad. In August, India’s ultra-Hindu nationalist 
BJP party revoked Article 370 of the Constitution, 
effectively ending Jammu and Kashmir’s formal 
autonomy and leading to its de facto annexation. 


RESPONSES 
How are Britain and the U.S. responding? 


In 2017, the UK exported £370m-worth of military 
equipment to India, including components for aerial 
targeting equipment, RADAR, technology for military 
space craft, viruses (yes, viruses), and nuclear detection 
equipment and graphite; an element used 1n nuclear 
weapons production. 


In the same year, the UK exported £14m-worth of 
military equipment to Pakistan, including aerial 


targeting equipment and deuterium compounds, which 
can also be used in nuclear reactors. After the declaration 
of ceasefire in 2018, the UK continued to feed the war 
machine. 


In that year, it exported £164m-worth of similar military 
equipment to India and £19m-worth to Pakistan. 


India has had the atomic bomb since 1974, when it 
conducted an underground test (“Smiling Buddha’). In 
1998, India began testing again, allegedly prompting 
Pakistan to test and formally declare possession. Like 
Israel, neither country is party to the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. During the 1980s, the U.S. Reagan 
administration allowed Pakistan’s dictator Zia ul-Haq 
to develop nuclear weapons, partly in exchange for 
using Pakistan as a base to recruit and transport anti- 
Soviet Mujahiddeen, later rebranded “al-Qaeda” by the 
CIA. In 2006, the U.S. lifted sanctions on India, enabling 
it to import nuclear materials. 


In July, shortly before India’s unilateral annexation, 
Trump told India’s PM Modi that the U.S. would be 
willing to act as a moderator between the two states 
over Kashmir. This gave Modi leverage to annex: the 
logic being that India seizes the main prize and 
“negotiates” smaller ones. This tactic 1s modelled on 
Israel’s theft of Palestine and its sham “peace process.” 
Indeed, these events occurred around the time that Israeli 


PM Netanyahu was greenlighted by Trump to formally 
annex parts of Palestine. 


India is mimicking Israel in other ways. Just as Israel 
holds 1.8m Gazans hostage behind a wall, India is 
keeping Bangladeshis locked into their poverty by 
constructing a “security fence” on the border. Just as 
Israel cries “anti-Semitism” whenever pressure is put 
upon it to treat Palestinians with minimal decency, 
BJP apologists accuse Modi opponents 


of “Hinduphobia.” 


As Britain’s Lord Desai signed a letter denouncing 

alleged anti-Semitism within the UK Labour Party under 
the lefty leader and anti-occupation activist, Jeremy 
Corbyn, Desai appeared on television in praise of India’s 
lockdown Kashmir. Labour’s new leader, Keir Starmer, 
seems to be to the left of the party on social issues (at the 
moment), thanks to pressure from the grassroots. But 
Starmer is a Blarite in his approach to foreign policy. A 
lawyer and former head of the Crown Prosecution Service, 
Sir Keir said: 


“Any constitutional issues in India are a matter for the 
Indian Parliament, and Kashmir is a bilateral issue for 
India and Pakistan to resolve peacefully.” 


CONCLUSION 


Every few years, scientists model nuclear winter. 
Recently, climatologists modelled “the potential effects” 
of nuclear powers detonating “50 Hiroshima-size 
bombs—less than 1 percent of the estimated world 
arsenal.” They found that at least five million tons of soot 
would block out the Sun for fifteen years and reduce 
global crop production by 11 percent. In 2015, 

Pakistan declared that it had developed tactical nukes, 
which are usually of a small yield and therefore more 
dangerous because they increase the likelihood of 
being used. India’s nukes are more advanced and capable 
of being delivered from sea, on land, and dropped from 
the air. 


Nearly three decades ago, Hindus razed a mosque in 
Ayodhya, India, said to have been built on the site of 
the Hindu god, Ram. Today, Modi is back at the site to 
inaugurate the construction of a Hindu temple. 
Zafaryab Jilani, General Secretary of the All India 
Muslim Personal Law Board, says: 


“Tt is against the letter and spirit of India’s secular 
constitution for the prime minister 1n his official capacity 
to attend such a religious event.” 


With these underlying cultural tensions creating a 
psychology of illogicality, a war sparked in Kashmir 
over, for instance, access to water from the Siachen 
Glacier, could prove fatal for us all. We will have 


ourselves to blame, in part, for not pressuring our leaders 
to forge peace: if there’s anyone left to blame after the 
atoms are split. 


In Major Escalation, North Korea Blows Up South Korean 
Liaison Office 
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When Kim Jong Un's sister, Kim Yo Jong - rumored to be 
even more brutal and ruthless a leader than her brother - 
started making threats against the South and the US, 
while declaring that President Trump would "never again' 
be allowed to use the country to score political points, we 
suspected something was afoot. 


i] 


at . The Kim 
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Less than two weeks after abruptly cutting off all 
communication with the South (including an emergency 
cross-border hotline), North Korea has taken the extreme 
and unprecedented step of blowing up a liaison 

office set up along the heavily militarized border between 
the two countries (which are still technically at war). 


According to media reports and black and white 
surveillance footage shared by South Korea, a loud 
explosion was heard and smoke could be seen rising into 
the air as North Korea blew up the inter-Korean liaison 
office in Kaesong - the de facto embassy between the two 
restive neighbors - in a dramatic escalation of tensions 
with South Korea near the the demilitarized zone. 


Here's more from Reuters: 


North Korea blew up an office set up to foster better ties 
with South Korea in its border town of Kaesong on 
Tuesday after it threatened to take action if North Korean 
defectors went ahead with a campaign to send 
propaganda leaflets into the North. 


North Korea’s KCNA state news agency said the liaison 
office, which had been closed since January over fears of 


the novel coronavirus, was “tragically ruined with a 
terrific explosion." 

Black-and-white surveillance video released by South 
Korea’s Ministry of Defence showed a large explosion 
that appeared to bring down the four-storey structure. 
The blast also appeared to cause a partial collapse of a 
neighbouring 15-storey high-rise that had served as a 
residential facility for South Korean officials who staffed 
the liaison office. 


North Korea started lashing out at its southern neighbor a 
few weeks ago, demanding that the Blue House stop 
South Korean activists sending propaganda pamphlets 
over the border to try and encourage defectors. The 
liaison office - described as a gleaming blue building 
amid a drab industrial backdrop - was recently renovated 
by the South. Officials became suspicious about an 
impending attack yesterday, and had been monitoring the 
liaison office. 


KCNA said the office was blown up to force “human 
scum and those, who have sheltered the scum, to pay 
dearly for their crimes”. North Korea refers to defectors 
as “human scum." 

A South Korean military source told Reuters that there 
had been signs North Korea was going ahead with the 
demolition earlier in the day, and South Korean military 
officials watched live surveillance imagery as the building 
was blown up. 


The first diplomatic mission of its kind, the inter-Korean 
liaison office was established in 2018 as part of a series 
of projects aimed at reducing tensions between the two 
Koreas. 


The building had been originally used as offices for 
managing operations at the Kaesong Industrial Complex, 
a joint venture between the two Koreas that was 
suspended in 2016 amid disagreement over the North’s 
nuclear and missile programmes. 

South Korea spent at least 9.78 billion won (US$8.6 
million) in 2018 to renovate the building, which stood as 

a gleaming blue glass structure in the otherwise drab 
industrial city. 


Kim's sister Kim Yo Jong was quoted by state press over 
the weekend warning about the impending attack, calling 
on the military to “decisively carry out the next action," 
and warning that "...before long, a tragic scene of the 
useless north-south joint liaison office completely 
collapsed would be seen." 

Eager to try and preserve relations, the South has 
asked activists to cease with the propaganda drops, 
which typically include flyers, $1 bills, mini radios and 
USB sticks containing South Korean dramas and news 
usually sent by balloon over the border or in bottles by 
river. 

A rep for the South Korean military told Reuters that the 
South is "taking the situation seriously." 


Of course, the DMZ isn't the only border hotspot to 
emerge on Tuesday. In other news, Chinese forces killed 
3 Indian troops during a border confrontation - the first 
clash between the world's two most populous countries 
along the border in nearly half a century. 


North Korea Threatens To Invade Border Area After 
Blowing Up De Facto Embassy 
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Now that the distinctive inter-Korean liaison office at 
Kaesong lies in ruins following Tuesday's major 
escalation, North Korea is reportedly preparing to send 
troops into the border area where they will resume "all 
kinds of regular military exercises" just meters away from 
South Korea. 

According to South Korean news agency Yonhap, North 
Korea's military is reviewing plans to reenter the DMZ 
that was previously disarmed under an inter-Korean 
agreement. 

"Our army is keeping a close watch on the current 
situation in which the north-south relations are turning 
worse and worse, and getting itself fully ready for 
providing a sure military guarantee to any external 


measures to be taken by the Party and government," the 
General Staff of the Korean People's Army said in a 
statement carried by KCNA, the Korean Central News 
Agency. 


The North Korean military is preparing "an action plan 
for taking measures to make the army advance again into 
the zones that had been demilitarized under the north- 
south agreement, turn the front line into a fortress and 
further heighten the military vigilance against the south." 


"We will map out the military action plans for rapidly 
carrying out the said opinions to receive approval from 
the Party Central Military Commission." 


A photo of the aftermath of this morning's attack has 
surfaced on Twitter, as the distinctive blue building 
clearly lies in ruins. 


picture is out. the higher building suffered a lot of 
damage too. Anyway it is 


useless. pic.twitter.com/HNKW9bh0pS 
— Taepodong (@stoal9&4) June 16, 2020 


Earlier, the South warned that it would meet any further 
North Korean aggression with "a strong response." 


Following an emergency meeting of the UN Security 
Council standing committee to discuss Tuesday's attack, 
the Blue House delivered an unusually aggressive - 
according to Yonhap - warning. 


"The government expresses strong regret over North 
Korea's unilateral explosion of the inter-Korean liaison 
office building," Kim You-geun, deputy director of 
Cheong Wa Dae's national security office, told reporters 
after the meeting. "We sternly warn that we will strongly 
respond to it if North Korea takes any action that further 
worsens the situation." 

Though Kaesong is considered a special border region, it 
is, technically, in North Korea. 


Personally, we don't see how invading your own country 
is much of a gesture. But maybe doing some jumping 
jacks surrounded by an assortment of heavy artillery and 
tanks might. 


White House Mulling First Nuclear Test In 28 Years As 
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Remember when we were all told that somehow President 
Trump is actually Putin's "useful tool" and Russian 
"asset"? For those keeping track, first Trump dumped 

the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF), then 


as of Friday he nixed the Open Skies Treaty, and now 
even New Start 1s said to be on the chopping block. 


And now it's the very same newspaper that peddled 
Russia-Trump drivel for years (among many others) 
revealing the administration is actually exploring 
conducting a nuclear test for the first time in 28 years 
ultimately as a "message" to Russia and China. 

The Washington Post reports 1t was under serious 
discussion during a last Friday (May 15) “deputies 
meeting” of senior national security officials at the White 
House. 

The proposal is said to have been shelved for the time 
being, or as one Congressional aide criticized 

bitingly: “There are still some professionals in the room 
who told them this 1s a terrible idea, thank God.” 
According to an anonymous senior administration official 
cited in The Post the proposed US "rapid test" could 
provide clear leverage in arms negotiations with 
Russia and China for a White House conceived trilateral 
arms control deal. Admin officials have long said, 
whether related to the INF or New Start, the old Cold War 
and post-Cold War era treaties remain insufficient in 
terms of taking into account rapid advances in technology 
thought to be in the hands of especially China - a central 
rationale for the United States' controversial exit from 
the INF. 


Though there's little to no affirmative evidence, as Beijing 
officials like to remind the world, Washington has of late 
charged both Russia and China with 'illegally' conducting 
low-yield nuclear tests, which both countries have denied. 
In Beijing's case it's believed China's military is able to 
conceal such provocative tests at an elaborate 
underground testing facility. 


A senior admin official told The Post the idea of a US test 
is “very much an ongoing conversation.” 

Elsewhere former defense officials with knowledge of the 
discussions blasted the deliberations: “They discussed 
underground testing in the context of trying to bring 
China to the table for the trilateral agreement,” a 
former official cited in The Guardian said. 

“Among the professionals in the administration, the idea 
was dismissed as unworkable and dumb. The NNSA 
[National Nuclear Security Administration] is definitely 
not on board. And it seemed like that state [department] 
wasn’t on board either,” the official criticized. 

There hasn't been an American nuclear test (that's 
officially known about at least) since 1992, upon the end 
of the Cold War and collapse of the USSR in the year 
prior. 


Senate Panel Approves Funds For Live Nuclear Testing "If 
Necessary" 


a. 


by Tyler Durden 
Tue, 06/16/2020 - 21:05 


TwitterFacebookRedditEmai|Print 


Previously is was only in the realm of speculation 
whether the White House would actually move forward 
with recent confirmed "discussions" over resumption of 
live nuclear testing, which hasn't been done in nearly 
thirty years, since the close of the Cold War and 
implementation of arms reduction treaties. 

But now the Senate Armed Services Committee has just 
brought the US closer to resumption of testing, 

and appears to be moving forward with giving 
President Trump the option of pulling the trigger if 
the decision is made. 

On Monday multiple reports confirmed that under an 
amendment by hawkish Republican Senator Tom Cotton 
of Arkansas, $10 million is to be set aside in 
preparation for live nuclear testing. 


clear test file image, via NPR. 


The Hill reports the money would be used if needed 

to “carry out projects related to reducing the time 
required to execute a nuclear test if 

necessary,” according to the proposed measure, which 
was approved in a 14-13 vote related to a markup of the 
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) last week. 
Per The Hill, the funds will be made available related to 
the Department of Energy and Department of Defense's 
nuclear programs "if necessary" — which appears to be 
the big operative if in question. 

In May a senior Trump admin official told The 
Washington Post the idea of a US test is “very much an 
ongoing conversation.” 
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But internal White House discussions have reportedly 
resulted in severe pushback though Trump 1s said to favor 
new tests. 


Critics cite global proliferation concerns, also as multiple 
weapons treaties with Russia have lately collapsed after 
US pullout (such as the INF, Open Skies, and now even 
New START is said to be in danger), as well as the 
potential door opening to a new dangerous ‘nuclear arms 
race’ with China and Russia. 


Proponents are open to new tests, however, based on the 
belief that US "rapid test" could provide much needed 
leverage in jump-starting arms negotiations with 
Russia and China for a White House conceived new 
trilateral arms control deal. 


Nuclear Warhead Reductions Continue Despite Global 
Tensions 
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The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI) has released new data showing that the collective 
number of nuclear warheads has fallen slightly from 
13,865 in early 2019 to 13,400 in January 2020. That 
decrease, as Statista's Niall McCarthy notes, has 
occurred at a time of heightened global tension and 
SIPRI reported that the nine states possessing nuclear 
warheads are actively modernizing their stockpiles. For 
example, China is developing a triad involving land, sea 
and aerial delivery systems, Russia is pursuing the 
development of hypersonic weapons and both India and 
Pakistan are slowly increasing the size and diversity of 
their nuclear forces. 


Continue Despite Global Tensions 


Number of nuclear warheads by country in January 2020 
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Russia and the U.S. possess more than 90 percent of 
the world's nuclear warheads and the recent decline in 
the global inventory can be attributed to the 
retirement and dismantlement of weapons in both 
countries. That is primarily due to the 2010 New START 
Treaty which is set to expire early next year unless both 
parties agree to extend it. Negotiations have made no 
progress, primarily due to the U.S. government 

insisting China joins any future arms reduction agreement, 
a move Being has ruled out. 


In January of 2020, Russia had 6,375 nuclear warheads 
with 1,570 operationally deployed with the total number 
falling by 125 compared with early 2019. The U.S. has 
385 fewer weapons than last year and it currently has 
around 5,800 in total with 1,750 deployed operationally. 
China has the third-highest number with 320, a figure that 
grew by 30 over the past 12 months. France and the UK 
round off the top five with 290 and 215 nuclear weapons, 
respectively. 


NORAD Jets Scrambled In 8th Russian Bomber Intercept 
Off Alaska This Year 
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At a moment "World War 3" happens to be trending on 
Twitter, there's been another major US-Russian 'intercept' 
incident of Alaska's coast. 

For those keeping count, Tuesday's night's intercept 
involving NORAD F-22 Raptors and others 

including KC-135 Stratotankers and US surveillance 
aircraft marks the eighth such incident involving 
Russian planes coming close to North American 
airspace this year alone. 


NORAD F-22 Raptors, supported by KC-135 
Stratotankers and an E-3 Airborne Warning and Control 
System, successfully completed two intercepts of Russian 
bomber aircraft formations entering the Alaskan Air 
Defense Identification Zone last 

night. pic.twitter.com/9iSZKOVu2F 

— North American Aerospace Defense Command 
(@NORADCommand) June 17, 2020 


It also marks the fourth wave of Russian bombers making 
an approach near Alaska in a mere week. 


“NORAD F-22 Raptors, supported by KC-135 
Stratotankers and an E-3 Airborne Warning and Control 
System, successfully completed two intercepts of Russian 
bomber aircraft formations entering the Alaskan Air 
Defense Identification Zone last night,” the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) said 
in a tweet. 

Like a similar incident a week ago involving two waves 
of four Russian aircraft each, including long-range Tu-95 
nuclear-capable bombers, this latest intercept involved a 
significant group of multiple aircraft, among them Su-35 
fighter jets and a Russian surveillance plane. 

“For the eighth time this year, Russian military 
aircraft have penetrated our Canadian or Alaskan Air 
Defense Identification Zones and each and every time 
NORAD forces were ready to meet this 


challenge,” NORAD Commander General Terrence J. 
O’Shaugh said in a statement. 

During a recent #BTF mission one B-52 integrated with 
F-22 Raptors and @RCAF_ARC CF-18 Hornets to 
conduct intercept training in support 


of @NORADCommand over the Beaufort 


Sea. pic.twitter.com/RT3TN1IRqyL 
— PACAF (@PACAF) June 16, 2020 


The Russian warplanes reportedly stayed in international 
airspace, but came within just over 30 miles of US 
territory, according to reports. 

The tense encounters are becoming more frequent of late, 
not only over the Bering Sea, but over the Mediterranean, 
Baltic, and Black Sea regions as well. 


The Enemy Within: A Story Of The Purge Of American 
Intelligence 
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Authored by Cynthia Chung via The Strategic Culture 
Foundation, 

“Western Europe has only 20 to 30 more years of 
democracy left in it; after that it will slide, engineless and 
rudderless, under the surrounding sea of dictatorship, 


and whether the dictation comes from a politburo or a 
junta will not make that much difference.” 

— Willy Brandt (German Federal Chancellor, right 
before he stepped down in 1974) 

Believe it or not, but the dystopic view that democracy is 
dead is by no measure a new idea. However, what might 
disturb you is where this design, in its contemporary 
form, really germinated from. 


2 See og 


The idea that democracy is in a crisis and needs to be 
replaced with a new form of “governance” did not 
originate from the outcries of an oppressed people 
demanding their rights to a decent life. We are not 
presently seeing an organic, grassroots process 1n 
reforming how government, that is, democracy will be 
“improved” upon. Rather, what we are seeing 1s a 
controlled disintegration of the very thing we think we are 
trying to uphold, and this destruction has been in the 
works for over 45 years. 


It is no coincidence that Samuel P. Huntington 1s very 
fond of the Willy Brandt quote “prophesising” the end of 
democracy (which was used at the beginning of both his 
books “The Crisis of Democracy’ and ‘Disaffected 
Democracies’), that is after all his purpose in life...to see 
to it that that prophecy comes true. 

In this paper I will go through how the Henry 
Kissinger crew successfully purged the last significant 
remnants of decency within the CIA and reshaped the 
government structure into the Deep State that we see 
it grotesquely throbbing as today. 

In this story, we will see how those prominent figureheads 
who prophesise the “end of democracy” have been the 
very orchestrators of its destruction. 


The First Purge of American Intelligence: The 


Dismantling of the OSS 
On March 4th 1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 


would be elected President of the United States, which 
would become a twelve year presidency, ending only due 
to his passing away. Roosevelt was an anti-imperialist 
who actively, and successfully, organised 

towards abolishing imperialism throughout the world. 

The Office of Strategic Services (OSS) was established by 
Roosevelt on June 13th 1942, under the direction of 
William J. Donovan, as a wartime intelligence agency. Its 
purpose was to collect and analyze strategic information 


required by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and to conduct 
special operations not assigned to other agencies. 


Contrary to how we think of American foreign 
intelligence today, the raison d’étre of the OSS was to 
genuinely win the war (WWII) quickly and with the 
least amount of loss. 

However, FDR would pass away on April 12th 1945, 
and the OSS would be dismantled a mere five months 
after FDR’s passing and two weeks after the official 
end of WWII. 

On Sept 20th 1945, Truman infamously ordered the 
shutdown of the OSS, referring to it as a potential 
Gestapo , however, not with the intention to disband all 
foreign intelligence capabilities. The OSS would be 
replaced under the new banner of CIA, on Sept 18th 1947, 
and more importantly as a contingent to the National 
Security Council which was created on the same day. 
Refer to my paper on this. 

Many respectable and patriotic intelligence officers of 
repute, who were loyal to FDR’s vision, were also thrown 
out of the intelligence community with the disbanding of 
the OSS. 


In August 1949, the Soviet Union tested its first atomic 
bomb, several years before the 1953 date forecast by the 
CIA. As a response, the Joint Intelligence Committee 
submitted an estimate of the nature of the nuclear threat 
from the Soviets. JIC-502 claimed that once the Soviets 


had 200 atomic bombs, they could launch a surprise 
attack and defeat the U.S. 


These assertions were made without analysis of Soviet 
capabilities to actually deliver the weapons, let alone 
produce them at that rate. The estimates did not even 
attempt to analyze Soviet strategic intentions. 


JIC-502, titled “Implications of Soviet Possession of 
Atomic Weapons” and drafted Jan 20th 1950, turned out 
not to be an intelligence report at all but rather a sales 
pitch, claiming that a nuclear-armed Soviet Union had 
introduced the notion that “a tremendous military 
advantage would be gained by the power that struck first 
and succeeded in carrying through an effective surprise 
attack.” 


It was JIC-502 which would be the first to put forward a 
justification for the preventive first strike concept, 
supported by a massive military buildup under the 
pretence of pre-emptive war. 


NSC-68 would be drafted the same year, declaring that 
the U.S. was in the moral equivalent of war with the 
Soviet Union and called for a massive military buildup to 
be completed by 1954 dubbed the “year of maximum 
danger’, the year JIC-502 claimed the Soviets would 
achieve military superiority and be able to launch war 
against the U.S. This proposed military buildup would 


increase the defense budget from $10 billion to $40 
billion from 1950-53. 

During this same period another security doctrine was 
drafted, titled “NSC-75: A Report to the NSC by the 
Executive Secretary on British Military Commitments”. 
The report concluded that if the British Empire collapsed, 
and Britain could no longer carry out these deployments, 
in defending the “free world” against the Soviets, the U.S. 
would not be able to carry out its current foreign policy, 
including NSC-68. 


It was thus concluded in the report that 1t would be more 
cost-effective to aid Britain in saving its Empire! 


If you were ever wondering why the CIA was 
constantly found paired with British Intelligence, 
starting from its very inception, in a series of coups in 
countries they had no reason to be in, now you know 
why. 

The U.S. had gone from an explicit mission to end 
imperialism worldwide under Roosevelt, to actively 
supporting and upholding British colonies and vassal 
states under Truman! 

This was all done under the pretence of protecting the 
“free world” from the evil boogeymen Soviets, whom 
Churchill decided to be labelled such in his Iron Curtain 
Speech. And thus, the interests of the British Empire were 
safeguarded by an abiding American stooge, as long as 
the narrative that all Russians were villains was believed. 


Interestingly, the CIA was not on board with the pre- 
emptive war strategy, as defined by JIC-502. In February 
1950 the CIA responded in ORE 91-49, stating: 

“Tt is always possible...that the USSR would initiate a 
war if it should estimate that a Western attack was 
impending. [However], It is not yet possible to estimate 
with any precision the effects of Soviet possession of the 
Atomic Bomb upon the probability of war. The 
implications of atomic warfare, either militarily or 
psychologically, have not yet been fully appraised.” 
(emphasis added) 


In other words, the CIA was stating that JIC-502’s frantic 
lunacy in demanding a military buildup and first strike 
capability against the Soviets was groundless. That there 
was no data to support such a claim, and thus such a 
response would be a reckless and dangerous one. 


It became evident to those who wished to push through 
these permanent war policies that the CIA was going to 
need “stronger” leadership. 


At least, this was the argument made by the Dulles- 
Jackson-Correa Report which called for a strong CIA 
Director in the wake of the Cold War. Though Walter 
Bedell Smith, who would become CIA Director from 
1950-53, did much to reorganise the CIA away from the 
pre-emptive war mongering, it was ultimately Allen 
Dulles who would take the CIA throne. 


It should not come as a surprise that Dulles had 
himself in mind the whole time when he was talking 
about the stuff that was needed for a “strong” CIA 
Director... however, he was not referring to a strong 
mind, but rather a strong stomach. 

Dulles would act as Director of the CIA from 1953-61, 
until he was fired by President Kennedy (along with the 
Deputy Director and Deputy Director for Plans), all three 
were caught essentially committing treason during the 
Bay of Pigs fiasco, refer to my paper on this. 

McCone would replace Dulles as CIA Director and would 
attempt to clear the CIA of its Dulles loyalists in the Bay 
of Pigs incident; unfortunately it would not be enough. 


During Dulles’ term as CIA Director, he did nothing less 
than entrench America’s role in exacting permanent 
warfare across the world against “communist insurgents”, 
with the never-ending Indochina wars lasting for over 35 
years. 


Though Bedell Smith would only be CIA Director for 
three years, he would succeed, along with Donovan 
(founder of the OSS) to create the most strategically 
important departments within the CIA: the Office of 
National Estimates (ONE). 


Smith sought potential candidates for this new branch 
from those who had been thrown out of the intelligence 
community when Truman disbanded the OSS. Many of 


these “retired” intelligence officers had served in the 
OSS’ original Research and Analysis Branch; including 
William Langer and Sherman Kent who both played 
crucial roles in the running of ONE. Both Langer and 
Kent were reputable historians. 


It was recognised that there was a crisis in competent 
intelligence gathering and analysis that would in turn be 
used to shape reckless war mongering policies such as 
JIC-502, NSC-68 and NSC-75. As Kent would state, there 
were those in the CIA who were “seeking power through 
sacrificing the truth.” 


The formation of ONE was to be a major pushback on 
this type of groupthink within the intelligence community. 


Kent would comment on the issue of the agency’s 
security screening (McCarthyism was in full swing at the 
time) stating: 


“When an intelligence staff has been screened through 
[too finely], its members will be as alike as tiles on a 
bathroom floor — and about as capable of meaningful and 
original thought.” 


In summary, since the death of FDR there was a 
somewhat open battle between members of the 
intelligence community, which could be categorised as 
FDR loyalists vs Churchill loyalists (1). Although there 
was an attempt to expunge the most notable intelligence 
officers who remained anti-imperial, Bedell Smith was 


successful in bringing these men back in, under the 
reorganised department ONE, who would in turn be a 
form of sane leadership within the CIA. 


Unfortunately, the NSC did not share these views and 
there would be a second purge of the last remnants of true 
American patriots. 


The Second Purge of American Intelligence: The Deep 
State is Born 

From the moment Kissinger assumed the post of National 
Security Advisor to Nixon, he set out to centralize all 
intelligence estimates, diplomatic initiatives, and covert 
operations over figuratively and sometimes literal dead 
bodies of members of the CIA, Joint Chiefs of Staff, State 
Department and Congress. 


According to John Ranelagh in_his book The Agency: The 
Rise and Decline of the CIA: 

“Very early in the Nixon administration, it became clear 
that the President wanted Henry Kissinger to run 
intelligence for him and that the NSC staff in the White 
House under Kissinger would control the intelligence 
community. This was the beginning of a shift of power 
away from the CIA to a new center: the growing NSC 


staff.” 


Kissinger would use the Watergate scandal, where the 
CIA was caught by Congress directly implicated 
in treasonous activities, as the impetus needed to form a 


new CIA, a secret branch away from the scrutiny of 
Congress. 

In 1978, Kissinger would launch the Intelligence 
Reorganization and Reform Act, which essentially 
worked to “clean house” of the intelligence community. 
In 1982, under the direction of Kissinger, President 
Reagan would sign NSDD 77 under Cold War duress, 
which would launch Project Democracy, a sardonic name 
for a Trojan Horse. 

NSDD 77 allowed Project Democracy the reins over 
“covert action on a broad scale” as well as overt public 
actions later to be associated with the National 
Endowment for Democracy (NED). The directive ordered 
the CIA to stay out of both the overt and covert part of 
Project Democracy, thus giving free reign to the 
Kissingerian “NSC apparatus”’. 


Almost one year later, the uninformed and naive 
Congress passed the NED Act in Oct 1983, and 
effectively signed off on wrapping duct tape around 
their heads. 

The structure of the NED essentially functions as a 
private CIA political operations arm of an invisible, secret 
government beyond accountability and beyond the reach 
of the law. 


Those who still had a degree of humanity as members of 
the intelligence community, and had survived the 
Kissinger purge, were simply kept in the dark about the 


cloak and dagger operations of the secret government 
branch. 


As for the department ONE, they would be disbanded in 
1973 (the year Kissinger became Secretary of State) and 
replaced with a “group of experts” that would later form 
the National Intelligence Council in 1979. This would be 
the last purge of sane patriotic leadership within the 
intelligence community, left to the hyenas and jackals to 
run from thenceforth. 


In a 1991 interview, then NED President David Ignatius 
arrogantly stated “a lot of what we do today was done 
covertly 25 years ago by the CIA...The biggest difference 
is that when such activities are done overtly, the flap 
potential is close to zero. Openness 1s its own protection”. 
The Real “Crisis of Democracy” 

The Trilateral Commission was founded in the wake of 
Watergate and oil crisis of 1973. It was formed under the 
pretence of addressing the “crisis of democracy” and 
calling for a reshaping of political systems in order to 
form a more “stable” international order and 
“cooperative” relations among regions. 


Its formation would be organised by Britain’s hand in 
America, the Council on Foreign Relations, (aka: the 
offspring of the Royal Institute for International Affairs, 
the leading think tank for the British Crown). 


Project Democracy would originate out of a Trilateral 
Commission meeting on May 31st, 1975 in Kyoto Japan, 
where the Trilateral Commission’s “Task Force on the 
Governability of Democracies” findings were delivered. 
The project was overseen by Trilateral Commission 
Director Zbigniew Brzezinski and its members James 
Schlesinger (former CIA Director) and Samuel P. 
Huntington. 


It would mark the beginning of the end, introducing the 
policy, or more aptly “ideology”, for the need to instigate 
a “controlled disintegration of society.” 


The Trilateral Commission is a non-governmental body, 
its members include elected and non-elected officials 
scattered throughout the world, ironically coming together 
to discuss how to address the “crisis of democracy” in the 
most undemocratic process possible. It is an organisation 
meant to uphold the “interests” of its members, regardless 
of who the people voted in. 


You see, by the 1970s democracy was obviously 
broken, and someone had to put things back in order, 
right? 

This elite grouping of people decided that this approach 
would be the best for all democracies and just like that, it 
was brought into official policy across the western 
hemisphere. 


On Nov 9th, 1978, Trilateral Commission member Paul 
Volcker (Federal Reserve Chairman from 1979-1987) 
would affirm at a lecture delivered at Warwick University 
in England: “A controlled disintegration in the world 
economy is a legitimate object for the 1980s.” This is also 
the ideology that has shaped Milton Friedman’s “Shock 
Therapy”. 


By the time of Jimmy Carter’s Administration, the 
majority of the government was being run by members of 
the Trilateral Commission. But who runs the Trilateral 
Commission? 


Well, keeping in mind that this whole operation is run as 
an “open conspiracy’, in May 1981, Henry Kissinger who 
replaced Brzezinski as the head of the Trilateral 
Commission gave a speech at Chatham House describing 
his term as Secretary of State: 

“[The British] became a participant in internal American 
deliberations, to a degree probably never practiced 
between sovereign nations ...In my White House 
incarnation then, I kept the British Foreign Office better 
informed and more closely engaged than I did the 
American Department...It was symptomatic.” (emphasis 


added). 


In his speech, Kissinger outlined the conflicting 
ideologies between Churchill and Roosevelt, and 


concluded with his support for the British worldview 
as the more superior of the two. 


Looks like the Churchill loyalists have won. 


Controlled Disintegration: And We All Fall Down 

In 1975 the CFR launched a public study of global policy 
titled the 1980’s Project. The general theme was 
“controlled disintegration” of the world economy, and the 
report did not attempt to hide the famine, social chaos, 
and death its policy would bring upon most of the world’s 
population. 


The study explained that the world financial and 
economic system needed a complete overhaul according 
to which key sectors such as energy, credit allocation and 
food would be placed under the direction of a single 
global administration. The objective of this reorganization 
would be the replacement of nation states. 


However, before this could occur, nation states would 
have to falter, or at least give off the impression of 
faltering. 


The failure of the nation state 1s not a natural phenomenon 
but rather is the outcome of a fascist coup; involving 

a banker’s dictatorship, economic looting and permanent 
warfare (the Cold War never ended) to hinder national 
industrial growth. 

Among the most effective strategies towards this end has 
been color revolutions, which just so happens to be the 


NED’s specialty practice and has included, to name a few, 
the nations of Yugoslavia, Georgia, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Burma, Iran, Egypt, Yemen, Ukraine and the ongoing 
Hong Kong protests. 

Wherever this strategy has unfolded, the target state 1s 
told by the international community that it has no right to 
intervene and 1s told to stand by as its nation 1s ransacked 
by locusts and its government ‘reorganised’. 


With the final purge of American intelligence and the 
formation of a secret government, rendering anything 
resembling a democratic process obsolete, unless 
someone can restart the engine fast, we will soon be 
confronted by Willy Brandt’s prophecy of finding 
ourselves rudderless, under a surrounding sea of 
dictatorship. 


End Of The American Dream 


Life As You Have Known It Will Never Be The Same Again... 


Rumors Of Wars: 


All Move Toward War 


June 16, 2020 by Michael Snyder 


s if we didn’t have enough already going on in 2020, 
now we are facing the possibility that several 
regional wars may erupt. 


actually killing each other. On the Korean peninsula, 
North Korea just blew up “a joint liaison office” that 
it had used for talks with the South Korean 
government. And in the Middle East, Turkey is 
warning of grave consequences if Israel goes ahead 
with a plan to annex portions of Judea and 

Samaria. If a major regional war erupts at even one 
of these flashpoints, it will be another devastating 
blow for a global economy that is already imploding, 
and there is a very strong probability that the U.S. 
and other major western powers could be drawn into 
the conflict. 


Right now, most Americans are focused on our 
internal problems, and so they are paying very little 
attention to the growing crisis on the border between 
China and India. 


Both nations had sent substantial contingents of 
troops to an area of the border that has long been 
disputed, and a meeting that was supposed to defuse 
tensions actually resulted in soldiers killing one 
another... 

Chinese state media described the incident Monday 
night in the Galwan River valley where both 
countries have deployed troops in recent weeks as 
“the most serious clash between Chinese and Indian 
soldiers so far,” confirming casualties but offering 
no further details about them. Indian government 
sources speaking on the condition of anonymity 
told The Times of India that 20 Indian army 
personnel had died in the fighting. 

American intelligence believes 35 Chinese troops 
died, including one senior officer, a source familiar 
with that assessment tells U.S. News. The incident 
took place during a meeting in the mountainous 
region between the two sides — both of which had 
agreed to disarm — to determine how the two 
militaries would safely withdraw their presences 
from the region. 


This is the very first time in decades that Chinese 
and Indian troops have killed each other, and 
apparently very little shooting was involved... 

The meeting grew tense and resulted in a physical 
confrontation between the troops. According to the 
assessment, all of the casualties were from the use 
of batons and knives and from falls from the steep 
topography, the source says. 

That sounds like a scene from an overly gory 
Hollywood war movie, but reportedly this actually 
happened. 


Hopefully the leaders of the two nations will be able 
to cool tensions for a while, but the Chinese have a 
very long history of very bitter border disputes with 
their neighbors, and without a doubt China will 
continue to make attempts to exercise sovereignty 
over this area. 


Meanwhile, tensions on the Korean peninsula have 
risen to a level that we haven’t seen in many, many 
years. On Tuesday, North Korea actually blew up a 
building that had been used for negotiations with 
South Korea... 

North Korea has blown up a joint liaison office used 
for talks between itself and South Korea, the latest 
sign that ties between the two longtime adversaries 
are rapidly deteriorating. 


North Korean state media reported that the four- 
story building, which ts located in the town of 
Kaesong just north of the demilitarized zone that 
divides the two Koreas, was “completely destroyed 
by a “terrific explosion” at 2:50 p.m. local time. 
That is certainly one way to make a statement. 


And this comes just days after Kim Jong Un’s sister, 
Kim Yo Jong, had issued a very ominous warning... 
Inacryptic statement late Saturday, Kim Yo Jong 
vowed her country would “soon take a next action” 
against South Korea — a move she suggested would 
be carried out by the country’s military. 


“By exercising my power authorized by the 
Supreme Leader, our Party and the state, I gave an 
instruction to the arms of the department in charge 
of the affairs with enemy to decisively carry out the 
next action,” Kim said in the state-run Korean 
Central News Agency. 

All of a sudden, North Korea’s approach to relations 
with South Korea has dramatically shifted, and that 
shift has coincided with Kim Yo Jong taking a much 
more prominent role in national affairs. 


I believe that there is much more going on in North 
Korea than we are being told, and Kim Yo Jong 
appears to favor a much more militant approach 


than what we have become accustomed to in recent 
years. 


Over in the Middle East, the Times of Israel is 
reporting that the IDF is gearing up for a “state of 
war’ as Israel prepares to annex portions of Judea 
and Samaria... 

Just over two weeks before a possible Israeli 
annexation of some as-yet unspecified portion of the 
West Bank, the Israel Defense Forces is preparing 
for a wide range of scenarios for potential regional 
fallout — up to and including a large-scale wave of 
terror attacks — while still not being told exactly 
what the government has in mind. 

The military 1s gearing up for possible massive 
unrest, Channel 12 reported Sunday evening, 
including what it ts calling a potential “state of 
war” characterized by a Second Intifada-style 
onslaught of suicide bombing attacks. 

This week, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu once again made it clear that he does not 
intend to alter his plans, and that means that the 
process of annexation could start as soon as the 
beginning of July. 

A few weeks ago, I wrote an entire article about how 
this could potentially spark a major war in the region, 
and Arab leaders continue to make it clear that there 


will be “consequences” if Israel goes through with 
this... 

Israel’s plan to extend its sovereignty to the Jordan 
Valley, and parts of Judea and Samaria, will 
“destroy all hopes” for lasting peace in the Middle 
East, Turkey’s top diplomat said on Wednesday. 


“Tf the occupying power [Israel] crosses the red line, 
we [Muslim countries] must show that this will 
have consequences,” Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu said during a special meeting of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation Executive 
Committee, according to Turkey’s Anadolu Agency. 
We shall see what happens. 


I think that Netanyahu is convinced that Donald 
Trump is probably going to lose in November, and so 
that means that he probably believes that he only has 
a window of a few months in which he could annex 
portions of Judea and Samaria with U.S. support. 


It appears that Netanyahu is absolutely determined 
to move forward, and it also appears that Israel’s 
Arab neighbors are prepared to respond very 
forcefully. 


In just a few weeks, missiles could start flying back 
and forth, and the entire Middle East could erupt in 
flames. 


This is such a critical time, and let us pray for peace. 


But without a doubt we are living during a time of 
“wars and rumors of wars”, and it certainly isn’t 
going to take much to unleash a major conflict. 


About the Author: I am a voice crying out for 
change in a society that generally seems content to 
stay asleep. My name is Michael Snyder and I am the 
publisher of The Economic Collapse Blog, End Of 
The American Dream and The Most Important News, 
and the articles that I publish on those sites are 
republished on dozens of other prominent websites 
all over the globe. I have written four books that are 
available on Amazon.com including The Beginning 
Of The End, Get Prepared Now, and Living A Life 
That Really Matters. (#CommissionsEarned) By 
purchasing those books you help to support my work. 
I always freely and happily allow others to republish 
my articles on their own websites, but due to 
government regulations I need those that republish 


my articles to include this “About the Author” 
section with each article. In order to comply with 
those government regulations, I need to tell you that 
the controversial opinions in this article are mine 
alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
websites where my work is republished. The material 
contained in this article is for general information 
purposes only, and readers should consult licensed 
professionals before making any legal, business, 
financial or health decisions. Those responding to 
this article by making comments are solely 
responsible for their viewpoints, and those 
viewpoints do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoints of Michael Snyder or the operators of the 
websites where my work is republished. I encourage 
you to follow me on social media 

on Facebook and Twitter, and any way that you can 
share these articles with others is a great 

help. During these very challenging times, people 
will need hope more than ever before, and it is our 
goal to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with as many 
people as we possibly can. 


CHINA TO LAUNCH "EMP PEARL HARBOR" FIRST STRIKE 
ATTACK AGAINST AMERICA 


EMP attack would collapse America into 19th century anarchy... think CHAZ, but 
everywhere... 


BREAKING: China preparing to kill 90% of U.S. 
population with “EMP Pearl Harbor” first strike attack, 
followed by military invasion and occupation of 
America 

Thursday, June 18, 2020 by: Mike Adams 


Tags: China, EMP attack, EMP weapons, hypersonic missiles, military tech, military weapons, 
national defense, nuclear missiles, President Trump, World War III 


1,910Views 


(Natural News) Communist China, which has now 
achieved complete control of Google, Facebook, 
YouTube, Twitter and other tech giants, is planning on 
launching an “EMP Pearl Harbor” attack on America that 


would kill an estimated 90% of the U.S. population, 
warns a truly alarming new report from the EMP Task 
Force on National and Homeland Security. 


The report, shown below, is authored by Dr. Peter 
Vincent Pry and warns that China now possesses three 
key technologies — mostly derived from stolen 
intellectual property — that are being prepared to launch 
a first strike attack against the United States of America. 


Those technologies are: 


1) EMP warheads mounted on missiles which can be 
launched against naval ships as well as U.S. cities or 
battlefield targets. These weapons destroy all modern 
electronics, disabling the U.S. power grid and sending 
cities back to the 19th century. They can also disable 
naval vessels. (Read EMP.news for more details about 
EMP weapons. ) 


2) Hypersonic missiles that travel at multiples of the 
speed of sound, bypassing modern anti-missile defenses, 
allowing China to achieve precision kinetic strikes on 
targets deep inside the U.S. mainland (such as military 
installations or even the White House). 


3) EMP satellite weapons, which are satellites armed 
with nuclear weapons that are fine-tuned to unleash EMP 
explosions in orbit, intended to wipe out U.S. satellites 
that are key for military communications. 


More details on these weapons are offered in this 
AllNewsPipeline article which adds: 


In future high-tech warfare under informatized conditions, 
information warfare will span multiple dimensions, 
including ground, sea, air, and the EM spectrum. 
Information superiority has already become central and 
crucial to achieving victory in warfare...If the 
communications equipment used for the transmission of 
battlefield information were attacked and damaged by an 
opponent’s EMP weapons, then the one attacked would 
face the danger of disruption in battlefield information 
transmission. EMP severely restricts the tactical 
performance and battlefield survivability of informatized 
equipment. 


These weapon systems follow in the footsteps of the 
Wuhan coronavirus bioweapon which was funded in part 
by Obama’s NIH, allowing China to build a deadly 
biological weapon that was released onto the world in late 
2019, devastating world economies. Now, China is 
looking to follow up its bioweapons release with an EMP 
attack. 


China intends to launch a surprise attack on America 


As the report states, many U.S. military leaders are well 
aware that China is not merely taking a defensive stance 


but intends to launch these weapons as a “Pearl Harbor” 
first strike offensive weapon. From the report: 


Chief of U.S. Strategic Command, Admiral Charles 
Richard, testified to the Senate Armed Services Committee 
in February 2020 that he could “drive a truck through 
China’s no first use policy.” 


China’s unprecedented rapid expansion of its nuclear and 
missile capabilities is not consistent with a belief in 
“Minimum Deterrence” and “No First Use” but looks 
imitative of Russia’s policy seeking escalation dominance 
for nuclear diplomacy and nuclear war fighting. Lt. 
General Robert Ashley, Director of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency, warned in 2019: “China is likely to 
at least double the size of its nuclear stockpile in the 
course of implementing the most rapid expansion and 
diversification of its nuclear arsenal in China’s history... 
China launched more ballistic missiles for testing and 
training than the rest of the world combined.” 


The EMP weapons that China is perfecting would destroy 
the power grid, collapsing the United States of America 
into mass starvation, chaos and economic collapse. 
Although this seems to be exactly what Democrats want 
for America, it’s obviously a very dangerous scenario. 
This achieves China’s goal of eliminating the American 
people without destroying the natural resources and 


farmland through the use of nuclear weapons, which 
contaminate soils for three centuries with radioisotopes. 


As Pry explains in the report, “a highly computerized 
open society like the United States is extremely 
vulnerable to electronic attacks from all sides. This 1s 
because the U.S. economy, from banks to telephone 
systems and from power plants to iron and steel works, 
relies entirely on computer network.” 


Once the American people begin to die off in large 
numbers, China will stage a military invasion to occupy 
America and kill any remaining resistance. At that 
point, China will claim America for itself and begin a 
mass migration effort to colonize America with 
communist Chinese. 


All this has been meticulously documented by people like 
J.R. Nyquist (JY quist.blog) and Dave Hodges 
(TheCommonsenseShow.com), both of whom I have 
interviewed about these critical issues: 


And here’s a recent interview with Hodges about the 
coming invasion of America by Chinese troops: 


Brain dead Leftists think they want to live under 
communism, not realizing they will be among the first 
who are executed by the communist Chinese 


Leftists in America today are delusional, deranged 
lunatics who think they want to live under communism. 
But if they get their wish, they will actually die under 
communism, because communist China has no plans to 
allow American liberals to continue to occupy North 
America once the next phase of World War III 1s 
unleashed. 


In fact, no nation in the world has any use for a culture of 
cognitively retarded crybully snowflakes who don’t know 
how to produce anything but have been brainwashed into 
“victimhood” by a failed education system and a corrupt, 
propaganda-pushing fake news media complex. If the 
communist Chinese succeed in their invasion plans, 
libtard Leftists will be among the very first who are lined 
up and executed. 


That’s why Leftists in California, Oregon, Washington, 
New York and other left-leaning states will find 
themselves either executed, rounded up for labor camps 
or used as sex slaves for the invading Chinese army. No 
doubt left-wing white women who currently bow down 
before Black Lives Matter terrorists will probably also 
bow down before their communist conquerors, 
celebrating the end of America while they are mercilessly 
raped by occupying Chinese troops. White guilt has no 
limit, 1t seems, as we’re already seeing with the Mayor of 
Seattle surrendering to Black Lives Matter terrorists. 


All the institutions of America are now allied with 
communist China in seeking the destruction of our 
constitutional republic. These include the tech giants like 
Google, Hollywood and the entertainment industry, the 
corporate-run media establishment, the U.S. Congress and 
the deep state intelligence community. Every element in 
American society, it seems 1s actively begging for 
communism while working diligently to destroy the rule 
of law in America, overthrow the U.S. Constitution and 
end democracy (and free speech) forever. 


This is why if America is to survive, the American people 
must rise up now and take their country back from the 
left-wing traitors and terrorists who are collaborating with 
China to destroy this great nation. 


Read the full EMP Threat document to learn more about 
China’s plans to destroy America: 
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Real Clear Defense: Have Russia And China 


asad "Militarized' Space? perenne 


By Dr. Peter Vincent Pry - All News PipeLine 
Space “Militarization” Hypocrisy 


President Trump’s U.S. Space Force is constantly under 
attack, from critics both foreign and domestic, as a giant 
step toward supposedly violating long-standing 
international norms and treaties against “militarizing 
space.” Russia, China, and perpetual domestic critics of 
U.S. defense programs like the Arms Control Association, 
Union of Concerned Scientists, and Federation of 
American Scientists are particularly opposed to U.S. 
space-based missile defenses. 1 


According to Beijing, Moscow, and their like-minded U.S. 
allies, it is OK to use space satellites for sensors, 
communications, and global positioning to support 
terrestrial military operations on land, sea, and air. It is 
also OK to launch nuclear-armed ballistic missiles and 
hypersonic warheads through space without being guilty 
of its “militarization.” 


But to base defensive weapons in space capable of 
intercepting nuclear warheads would violate 
international norms, destabilize the principle of Mutual 
Assured Destruction (MAD), and ignite another costly 
and dangerous arms race for control of the “high 
frontier.” Or so it is argued not only by Russia, China, and 
the American Left, but by enough officials in the U.S. 
Departments of State and Defense to thwart the near- 
term deployment of space-based missile defenses. 


Disappointed Hopes for U.S. Space Force 


Those of us who cheered President Trump’s 
establishment of the U.S. Space Force hoped—and | 
believe President Trump intended—that it would 
become the vehicle for quickly resurrecting President 


Reagan’s Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI), the so-called 
“Star Wars” program. President Reagan’s SDI envisioned 
a space-based “shield” to intercept nuclear missiles, 
replacing MAD’s immoral concept of national suicide 
with the moral principle of defending life—call the new 
concept Strategic Assured National Existence (SANE). 


But officials at State and Defense worry that 
“militarizing” space by orbiting anti-missile systems to 
defend the U.S. homeland will ignite an anti-satellite 
arms race by Russia and China to threaten America’s over 
900 satellites. 2 By this thinking, U.S. national security 
will lose far more than it would gain from space-based 
defenses—because the U.S. economy and military 
depends far more on satellites than Russia, China, and 
other potential adversaries. 


Accordingly, even though it is well within U.S. 
technological capabilities to deploy Brilliant Pebbles 
space-based missile defenses now, over the next 5 years 
for $20 billion, the Defense Department and U.S. Space 
Force have no such plans. 3 Space-based missile 
defenses currently are relegated to long-term research 
and development. If State and the Pentagon have their 


way “Star Wars” will never become reality and “Dr. 
Strangelove’s” MAD will continue forever. 


MAD versus SANE 


One big problem with this thinking is that MAD is no 
longer what it used to be. Since the 1960s the criteria for 
enforcing MAD, established by then Defense Secretary 
Robert McNamara, is a residual U.S. capability—after a 
Russian first strike—to deliver 400 equivalent megatons 
(EMTs), enough to destroy 25% of Russia’s population 
and 75% of its industry. 4 However, due to the New 
START Treaty, the U.S. has reduced its number of 
strategic nuclear weapons to 1,500 warheads. This is 
grossly insufficient, after a Russian disarming first strike, 


to meet the criteria for enforcing MAD. 5 


Perhaps unsurprisingly, since Moscow consistently does 
better than the United States in arms control 
negotiations, Russia can absorb a U.S. nuclear first strike 
and exceed MAD damage goals against the U.S., killing 
more than 25% of U.S. population and 75% of U.S. 
industry by delivering 100 EMTs. Even though the sides 
have equal numbers of strategic warheads (assuming 
Russia is not cheating on New START), Russia can do 
more damage to the United States because U.S. 
population and industry are much more concentrated in 
big urban-industrial areas. 6 


Moreover, U.S. National Missile Defenses have fewer 
than 100 interceptors while U.S. civil defenses are 
virtually non-existent, in contrast to Russia’s many 
thousands of anti-missile systems and robust civil 
defenses. 


Another big problem with banking on MAD instead of 
SANE and space-based defenses to deter World War Ill is 
that “strategic stability” is not what it used to be, as 
during the bipolar Cold War between the U.S. and USSR. 


Russia, China, North Korea, and soon (if not already) Iran 
comprise a more complex and much more aggressive 
multi-polar constellation of nuclear powers. The 
possibilities for nuclear war by design or miscalculation 
have increased exponentially. 


Finally, it could be a fatal mistake for the U.S. to forego 
SANE’s “Star Wars” and continue relying on MAD’s “Dr. 
Strangelove” trusting that China, Russia, and perhaps 
others have not already “militarized” space with 
aggressive clandestine programs designed to sweep the 
skies of U.S. satellites, and thereby win the next war at 
the outset. Indeed, given China and Russia’s contempt 
for international norms and noncompliance with treaties, 
it is likely norms and treaties are no significant obstacles 
to their clandestine militarization of space. 


Therefore, State and the Pentagon should consider not 
only the known space threats from China and Russia, but 
possible hidden threats, as yet unknown, but well within 
their technological capabilities. Perhaps the Pentagon 
and State should weigh too the risk of forgoing “Star 
Wars” and leaving U.S. space assets naked to clandestine 
threats from Russia and China that are not only 


technologically possible, but even likely. 


Russia and China: Space Threats 


The Defense Department’s Defense Space Strategy 
recognizes that Russia and China pose “immediate and 
serious threats to U.S. space operations” by means of 
hunter-killer anti-satellites, directed energy weapons, 
cyber and electronic warfare. The Pentagon warns that 
North Korea and Iran have growing capabilities to 
threaten U.S. space assets. / 


Hunter-killer anti-satellites appear to receive most 
attention from DOD and the press, as Russia and China 
are both experimenting with novel anti-satellites. Russia 
has four known potential anti-satellites in orbit that 
appear to have practiced stalking a U.S. KH-11 
reconnaissance satellite. 8 


But DOD has recently acknowledged that a far bigger 
threat to U.S. satellites, instead of picking them off one 
at a time with hunter-killers, is the use of a high-altitude 
nuclear electromagnetic pulse (EMP) to disable U.S. 
satellites in large numbers, simultaneously, at the speed 


of light. 


Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Space Policy, 
Stephen Kitay, in May 2020 warned: “The challenge of a 
nuclear detonation is that it creates an electromagnetic 
pulse and signal that could then take out indiscriminately 
many satellites in space and essentially fry the 
electronics. That is a threat that we have to potentially 
be prepared for—a nuclear detonation in space.” 9 


Space-based defenses are the best preventive for a 
nuclear detonation in space delivered by missile, as it 
could be intercepted during boost-phase before 
breaching the atmosphere to threaten U.S. space assets. 
This mission alone—protecting U.S. space assets—should 
be enough to warrant rapid deployment of space-based 
defenses. 


However, instead of letting the U.S. Space Force “ be all 
that it can be” by deploying space- based defenses, the 
Pentagon seems content to continue relying on 
deterrence and hardening satellites against attack. This 
could be a big mistake. 


(PLEASE HELP SUPPORT ANP: With Independent 
Media being censored on almost every internet platform, 
reader donations are what keeps websites like ANP up 


and running. Your donations are greatly appreciated. 
Thank you, Stefan & Susan.) 


Nuclear-Armed Satellites? 


Russia and China have the technical capability to make a 
surprise EMP attack by nuclear-armed satellite orbited 
over the south polar region to evade U.S. BMEWS radars 
and National Missile Defenses, as planned by the USSR 
during the Cold War. 


During the Cold War, the USSR developed a secret 
weapon called the Fractional Orbital Bombardment 
System (FOBS) that would disguise a nuclear attack as a 
peaceful satellite launch, orbiting a nuclear-armed 
satellite over the South Pole to attack the U.S. from the 
south—from which direction the U.S. is blind and 
defenseless as there are no BMEWS radars or anti-missile 
defenses facing south. The FOBS satellite could deliver an 
EMP attack paralyzing U.S. retaliatory forces and C31 in 
the first shot of a nuclear war. 


Miroslav Gyurosi in The Soviet Fractional Orbital 
Bombardment System describes Moscow's development 
of the FOBS as part of "a long running campaign of 
strategic deception against the West through the whole 
Cold War period, and the protracted development of the 
Soviet FOBS nuclear weapon system presents an 
excellent case study of such." Gyurosi: 


“The Fractional Orbital Bombardment System (FOBS) as it 
was known in the West, was a Soviet innovation intended 
to exploit the limitations of U.S. BMEW radar coverage. 
The idea behind FOBS was that a large thermonuclear 
warhead would be inserted into a steeply inclined low 


altitude polar orbit, such that it would approach the 
CONUS from any direction, but primarily from the 
southern hemisphere, and following a programmed 
braking maneuver, re-enter from a direction which was 
not covered by U.S. BMEW radars.” 


"The first warning the U.S. would have of such a strike in 
progress would be the EMP...," writes Gyurosi. 10 


China and Russia also have the technical capability to 
clandestinely orbit a nuclear-armed satellite or satellites 
to be maintained in orbit for years to make a surprise 
EMP attack against the U.S. or other adversaries when 
needed. China has about 300 satellites in orbit, and 
Russia about 150, that could conceal among this large 
constellation one or a few illegal nuclear-armed satellites 
for EMP attack. 11 


Russian Colonel A.V. Kopylov writes in the flagship 
journal of the General Staff: “Nuclear war strategy has 
already planned nuclear explosions at an altitude of 50- 
100 kilometers to destroy enemy satellites’ electronic 
instruments with electromagnetic pulse.” 12 


China has a wide array of Space Launch Vehicles and 
satellite launch centers at Jiquan, Taiyuan, Xichang, and 
Wenchang that could be used for EMP surprise attack 
options by satellite. China’s space and military programs 
are integrated. For example, the China Academy of 
Launch Vehicle Technology (CALT) “is China’s largest and 
most important organization for the research, 
development and production of space launch vehicles 
(SLVs), liquid-fueled surface-to-surface missiles, solid- 
fueled surface-to-surface and submarine-launched 
ballistic missiles” including ICBMs, IRBMs, and SRBMs. 13 


Russia has equally or more impressive capabilities to 
harness for space warfighting. 


Russia and China have great strategic incentives for a 
clandestine capability to perform EMP attack by satellite 
as a means of preempting or retaliating against their 
many nuclear-armed potential adversaries—including 
each other. EMP attack could enable China and Russia to 
“level the playing field” or defeat the U.S. by being the 
most effective means of quickly neutralizing large 
numbers of LEO satellites that are crucial to U.S. military 


operations. 


HEMP and SGEMP 


High-altitude EMP (HEMP) from a nuclear detonation in 
space propagates downward through the atmosphere, 
not through the vacuum of space, so no Russian or PRC 
satellites would be at risk from HEMP, unless the HEMP 
field is over China or Russia so satellite ground stations 
could be damaged—a highly unlikely scenario, that 
Moscow or Beijing would make a HEMP attack on 
themselves. 


Satellites are at risk from an exo-atmospheric detonation 
for HEMP from the gamma rays which, if they reach the 
satellite and are close enough, can damage satellites by a 
phenomenon called System Generated EMP 

(SGEMP). 14 But Russia and China have almost certainly 
hardened their satellites against SGEMP and other 
phenomena that might be generated by the worst-case 
SGEMP threat they plan to employ: a Super-EMP weapon 
which is designed specifically to produce powerful 
gamma rays. 


The U.S. hardens military satellites against SGEMP too, 
but probably not against the SGEMP produced by Super- 
EMP weapons, as the U.S. has no Super-EMP weapons. 
The U.S. does not even have simulators for Super-EMP 
weapons to test against this threat. 


China and Russia can further protect their LEO satellites 
(those most at risk) from SGEMP by timing the HEMP 
attack so their satellites are over-the-horizon and will not 
be illuminated by gamma rays. 


An exo-atmospheric nuclear detonation for HEMP can 
also damage LEO satellites by “pumping” the Van Allen 
belt with ionized particles, as happened after the 1962 
STARFISH PRIME high- yield exo-atmospheric nuclear test 
that inadvertently damaged U.S. satellites. 15 Satellites 
can be hardened to survive this environment too, and 
presumably would be if HEMP attack is an important 
military option, as it is for Russia and China. 


lonization of the Van Allen belt is a much bigger threat to 
LEO satellites if the HEMP attack uses a high-yield 
weapon detonated above 100 kms HOB—and this too is 
another way of using a nuclear detonation in space to 


sweep the skies of U.S. satellites. 


However, if China and Russia wanted to minimize Van 
Allen belt ionization to protect their own satellites, they 
could do so by employing Super-EMP weapons which are 
very low-yield (10 kilotons or less) to be detonated at 30- 
100 kms HOB which would maximize EMP field strength 
against such targets as a U.S. aircraft carrier group or 
ICBM wing. While attacking U.S. targets on land and sea 
with HEMP, SGEMP from a Super-EMP weapon, as 
explained earlier, could potentially “fry” U.S. satellites 
simultaneously. 


If China and Russia are orbiting nuclear-armed satellites 
for EMP surprise attack, this would be one of their 
deepest and best protected military secrets. In addition 
to obvious strategic considerations, the Outer Space 
Treaty bans orbiting nuclear weapons in space. Moscow 
and Beijing have pursued a long propaganda offensive 
criticizing the U.S. for “militarizing space” intended to 
deter the U.S. from orbiting space-based missile defenses 
and from improving U.S. military capabilities in space. 16 


Interestingly, one of China’s foremost EMP scientists has 


published an unclassified article in a Western technical 
journal—that examines the “high-altitude 
electromagnetic pulse waveform amplitudes at satellite 
orbits.” 17 


Losing World War HT in Space? 


Decades of experience dealing with Moscow and Beijing 
should by now have taught Washington that their 
unwarranted criticisms of U.S. defense policy—planning 
for nuclear first use, cheating on arms control, 
militarizing soace—are usually a reliable indicator of their 
own plans and behavior. 


Is it possible that Russia and China object so vehemently 
to U.S. “militarization of space” because they have 
already done so with nuclear-armed satellites, and 
themselves have secret plans to rapidly deploy space- 
based missile defenses in wartime? 


President Reagan’s vision of a space-based missile shield 
would have been stabilizing during the Cold War, and 
would be an excellent deterrent now, because it could at 
minimum greatly complicate adversary plans for a 
nuclear first strike. “Star Wars” could even render 
nuclear missiles obsolete and inaugurate a Revolution in 
Military Affairs that would shift technological advantage 
away from offensive operations to defensive operations. 


U.S. deployment of space-based defenses now, in 
peacetime, would establish a “new normal” replacing 
“Dr. Strangelove’s” threatened megadeaths of MAD with 
SANE’s promise of civilizational survival. 


U.S. forbearance on space-based defenses is dangerously 
wrong-headed, potentially yielding a decisive advantage 
to Russia and China that could make war more likely. 


What if Russia and/or China already have or are 
developing a space shield, to be deployed immediately 
after destroying U.S. satellites or after attacking the 
United States itself, to neutralize U.S. nuclear retaliatory 
capabilities? 30 years ago, U.S. scientists working in the 
Strategic Defense Initiative, assessed that—using then 
existing commercial off-the-shelf technology—a Brilliant 
Pebbles space-based interceptor could be made weighing 
only about 1.5- 2.5 kilograms (3.3-5.5 pounds). 18 


Russia or China, after their first strike, could theoretically 
loft a Brilliant Pebbles missile shield comprising 2,000 
space-based interceptors (weighing collectively 5,000 
kilograms) using only one heavy Space Launch Vehicle. 


The U.S. should be very concerned about a scenario 
where China or Russia uses nuclear space weapons to 
quickly sweep the skies of U.S. satellites, even at the risk 
of losing their own satellites, which could then be 
replaced with a surge of military satellites and space- 
based defenses to capture the “high frontier” and defeat 
the United States. 


Dr. Peter Vincent Pry is Executive Director of the Task 


Force on National and Homeland Security, served as Chief 
of Staff of the Congressional EMP Commission and on the 
professional staff of the House Armed Services 

Committee and the CIA. He is author of The Power And 
The Light: The Congressional EMP Commission’s War to 
Save America. 
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North Korea could kill 90% of all Americans by 
dropping EMP nukes from orbiting satellites 


Friday, March 31, 2017 by: Russel Davis 
Tags: North Korea, nuclear weapons, nukes 


(Natural News) North Korea’s Kim Jong-un could easily 
wipe out 90 percent of the American population, two U.S. 
intelligence experts warned. 


In a joint article, former CIA director Robert James 
Woolsey Jr and US Congressional EMP Task Force 
director Dr. Peter Vincent Pry refuted the mainstream 
media’s allegations that North Korea may not be 

able deliver on its repeated threats to launch a 

nuclear strike against the U.S. “False reassurance is given 


to the American people that North Korea has not 
‘demonstrated’ that it can miniaturise a nuclear warhead 
small enough for missile delivery, or build a reentry 
vehicle for an intercontinental ballistic missile ICBM) 
capable of penetrating the atmosphere to blast a US city,” 


Woolsey and Pry stated. 


The two experts noted that technological dilemmas such 
as warhead miniaturization and reentry vehicle design 
would be simple enough matters to address for countries 
that have already developed nuclear weapons and long- 
range missiles like North Korea. In a photograph that 
circulated last year, the North Korean dictator can be seen 
inspecting an alleged nuclear warhead that was 
purportedly small enough to be mounted on ballistic 
missiles. 


The experts have also confirmed that North Korea indeed 
has two classes of intercontinental ballistic missile — the 
road mobile KN-08 and KN-14 — both of which seemed 
to be equipped with cutting-edge reentry vehicles. The 
experts also warned that North Korea could still land a 
huge blow in the U.S. defense even if their alleged 
nuclear weapons are yet to materialize. 


According to Woolsey and Pry, the country could easily 
deliver an atomic bomb concealed in a freighter going to 
the U.S., or hire terrorists to launch a nuclear suicide 
mission across the unguarded Mexican border, which may 


affect densely-populated port cities and areas closest to 
the border. The experts said detonating a Hiroshima-type 
A-bomb with a yield of 10-kilotons would result in about 
200,000 casualties.The experts confirmed that North 
Korea has tested a nuclear weapon with estimated yields 
of 20 to 30 kilotons. According to the Defense 
Department, the country may have tested H-Bomb 
components in January last year. H-bombs are more 
powerful than A-bombs and may result in much larger 
casualties. 


Disturbing details on North Korea’s alleged nukes 


CIA’s top East Asia analyst publicly announced in 2008 
that North Korea was successful in developing 
miniaturized nuclear warheads to be deployed on its 
Nodong medium-range missile. According to the analyst, 
the missile was able to strike Japan and South Korea, and 
may even reach the U.S. it delivered through a freighter. 


In 2011, Lt. General Ronald Burgess, Director of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, testified that North Korea 
has already weaponized its nuclear devices into warheads. 
Burgess made his testimonies before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. 


In early 2015, former senior national security officials 
cautioned that North Korea might have the capacity to use 
satellites to launch a small nuclear warhead specifically 


developed to make a high-altitude electromagnetic pulse 
attack against the U.S. The Congressional EMP 
Commission warned that such an attack could 
potentially blackout the national electric grid and other 
infrastructures essential for sustaining life. This may 
result in subsequent societal collapse and starvation, 
which in turn may kill nine out of 10 Americans. 


Two North Korean satellites — KMS-3 and KMS-4 — 
currently orbit over the U.S. These satellites’ trajectories 
appear consistent with surprise EMP attack, Woolsey 
and Pry said. 


During a Pentagon press conference in April 2015, former 
North American Aerospace Defense commander Adm. 
William Gortney warned that North Korea’s KN-08 
mobile ICBM also has the capacity to launch a nuclear 
warhead against the U.S. Gortney repeated this warning in 
October 2015 during an Atlantic Council event. “I agree 
with the intelligence community that we assess that they 
[North Koreans] have the ability, they have the weapons, 
and they have the ability to miniaturize those weapons, 
and they have the ability to put them on a rocket that can 
range the [U.S.] homeland,” Gortney said. 


Follow more news about U.S. national security at 
NationalSecurity.news. 


Sources: 


TheHill.com 
BBC.com 


Express.co.uk 


China stole technology to build a 3-pronged high tech 
weapon system that could take down the US power 
grid 


Monday, June 22, 2020 by: Lance D Johnson 
Tags: anarchy, chaos, Collapse, Communications, communism, desperation, electricity, EMP 


weapons, grid down, infrastructure, invasion, power grid, satellites, US infrastructure 


(Natural News) A shocking report from the EMP Task 


Force on National and Homeland Security warns that 
China now has control of a 3-pronged high tech weapon 


system could easily take down the US power grid. 


The 3-prong weapon system includes technology stolen 
from the U.S., and encompasses a network of satellites, 
high speed missiles and super-electromagnetic pulse 
weapons. These weapons are designed to melt down the 
entire U.S. electric grid, stifling communications system 
and crippling aircraft carrier groups. The author of the 
report, Peter Pry, is the executive director of the task force, 
a long time researcher in EMP weapon systems. An EMP 
is a high energy, short duration discharge of 
radiofrequency energy that can disable electromechanical 
devices. 


China People’s Liberation Army lays out plan to take 
out US power grid 


According to China’s People’s Liberation Army textbook, 
the communist country has already laid out a plan to use 
high-altitude electromagnetic pulse weapons to carry out 
a surprise “Pearl Harbor” attack on the U.S. The weapons 
can be launched from land, ships and satellites, 
strategically targeting the U.S. power grid and 
communication systems. 


The textbook calls on China to focus on using their 
breakthroughs in electromagnetic pulse to “equip China 
without delay with equivalent deterrence that will enable 
it to stand up to the military powers in the information age 
and neutralize and check the deterrence of Western 
powers, including the United States.” 


Pry has warned Washington officials that China could 
attack using EMP weapons by simply detonating a 
nuclear device at high altitude over the country. The 
Trump administration has taken these national security 
concerns seriously and delivered an executive order titled, 
“Coordinating National Resilience to Electromagnetic 
Pulse.” 


“This executive order advances increased resilience to 
Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) events by directing better 
data gathering, testing, and private-sector coordination to 
implement protective measures,” the White House 
reported. 


An EMP attack could take down financial transactions, 
crashing the markets. Transportation of food and common 
household goods would come to a halt, as 

communications dissipated. Tens of millions of people 
would be left without electricity and jobs. In the past three 
months, panic buying and now looting has become major 
socioeconomic issues. Now imagine the electricity grid 
going down in a blink and how quickly panic would ensue. 


Following an EMP attack on the East Coast, there would 
be widespread hunger, coupled with desperation and 
violence, rippling out from major cities. According to 
Pry’s report, this could leave up to 90 percent of the 
population dead within a year. At this point, China could 


easily invade the US with foot soldiers and completely 
take over the country. 


U.S. power grid and infrastructure more vulnerable 
than ever 


The US electric grid is more vulnerable today than it was 
decades ago. Most electrical systems were once 
electromechanical and were not as sensitive to EMP. 
Today’s electrical systems are run by 
microprocessors/computers, which are highly sensitive to 
EMP. 


According to the report: “Significant public and private 
action is needed to prepare for and recover from a 
catastrophic outage that could leave the large parts of the 
nation without power for weeks or months, and cause 
service failures in other sections — including water and 
wastewater, communications, transportation, healthcare, 
and financial services — that are critical.” 


The Military Cyber Professional association has been 
warning about an EMP threat, too. According to the 
association, an “amateur or terrorist” organization could 
readily shut down the electric grid and collapse U.S. 
infrastructure by deploying a “poor man’s EMP nuke” 
which could be something as simple as a Tesla coil or a 
Marx generator. 


“The US is at the mercy of China and their vast arsenal of 
nuclear space weapons. China could equip ICBMs and 
IRBMs with specialized warheads, to quickly sweep the 
skies of U.S. satellites, even at the risk of losing PRC 
satellites. These satellites could quickly be replaced with 
a barrage of new Chinese satellites that could force U.S. 
military operations into surrender.” 


Sources include: 
WND.com 


NaturalNews.com 


Prepping for an electromagnetic pulse event: How will 
an EMP affect your prepping gear and equipment? 


Wednesday, June 17, 2020 by Arsenio Toledo 


An electromagnetic pulse (EMP) event would 
significantly alter human life and many of your appliances 
that run on electrical energy will cease functioning 
altogether if they aren’t protected. 


An EMP is an extreme burst of It 
can be caused by natural events, such as lightning and 
solar storms like a coronal mass ejection (CME) or it can 
be created by an explosive device such as a nuclear 
detonation. 


Here’s what an EMP event can do to seven commonly 
used gadgets and appliances. (h/t to ) 


Radios 


An EMP also acts like an extremely powerful radio pulse. 
If you receive a warning about an imminent EMP attack, 
disconnect your radio antenna or put a protective device 
on it, similar to devices that protect against lightning 
surges. 


If your radio is small, battery-operated and uses built-in 
antennas or antennas that are shorter than 18 inches, it can 
survive the EMP, but you should still err on the side of 
caution. Store them in a Faraday cage for protection. 


Generators 


If your power grid is not prepared for an EMP event, it 
will fry your neighborhood’s grid. Control computers and 
power transformers alike will cease working and it can 
take years before the lights go back on. Your generator 
will become extremely important during these difficult 
times, but if you don’t properly shield your generator, it 
can also get fried during the EMP event. 


A Faraday cage or an EMP-proof cloth can protect your 
generator, as well as other items that can be crammed in 
them. 


Solar power 


Solar panels themselves should be fine after an EMP 
event, provided that you have removed the panels and 
encased them in a container that can redirect electrical 


energy. You also need to protect the batteries and the 
inverter used to convert the power to 110 or 220 volts. 
Similar to your generators, shield your inverter and your 
batteries by putting them in a Faraday cage or covering 
them with an EMP-proof cloth. 


Watch this Natural News video and learn the basics about 
surviving an EMP attack. 


Automobiles 


If your vehicle is an old model and relies on a fully 
mechanical diesel engine, it should continue functioning 
after an EMP attack provided that you take good care of it. 
However, modern vehicles that have electrical ignition 
systems will be vulnerable. If you have the resources, 
consider investing in an EMP-proof garage. If not, an 
EMP-proof cloth should do — just make sure to fully wrap 
your vehicle in the cloth. (Related: Are you prepared for 


an EMP attack? Stock up on these items that will continue 
to work after one.) 


Tractors and rototillers 


Similar to other automobiles, if your tractors and 
rototillers rely on electrical ignition, it will be affected by 
the EMP event. Fortunately, there are still tractor and 
rototiller models that rely on point- and condenser-type 
ignition systems that will run just fine. Keep this in mind 
if you’re looking to buy a tractor or rototiller. 


Computers 


Only specially hardened computers and military-grade 
computers have a chance of surviving an EMP event 


unprotected. Consider keeping all your computer 
equipment in one room that you can shield, such as a 
basement, a garage or another kind of shelter. Encasing 
your computers in a steel cage, a Faraday cage, a Faraday 
bag or under a thick layer of EMP-proof cloth can offer a 
degree of protection. 


Other 110-volt appliances 


As arule of thumb, critical equipment should be protected, 
whether or not it has a chance of surviving an EMP event, 
especially if the electricity in your home comes in through 
power lines, which can act as giant antennas for the EMP 
that will destroy most appliances with a strong surge of 
electrical energy. Make a list of your most critical 
appliances and take the necessary precautions to protect 
them, such as placing them inside a Faraday cage, 
wrapping them in EMP-proof cloth or Faraday bags. 


Learn more about what you can do before, during and 
after an EMP event at EMP.news. 


Sources include: 


PreppersWill.com 


The basics of EMP preparedness: Devices and 
supplies you’ll need after an EMP attack 


Monday, March 23, 2020 by 


An electromagnetic pulse (EMP) 1s a burst of high- 
frequency electromagnetic energy that 
. A powerful EMP can shut down 


almost anything that runs on electricity — from electronic 
devices such as smartphones, appliances like refrigerators, 
to public infrastructure like power grids, 
telecommunications systems and water systems. 


An EMP attack can occur in a variety of ways. A nuclear 
bomb or an EMP weapon can set off a pulse of energy 
that short circuits every single electronic device close by. 
Alternatively, an EMP attack could occur naturally 
through solar flares and coronal mass ejections that can 
wipe out every electronic system on Earth. 


You can possibly protect yourself, a little bit, from an 
EMP. A Faraday cage, for example, can protect anything 
inside it from the pulse. Storing a few electronic devices 
in a professionally made Faraday cage isn’t a bad idea, 
especially if you have the resources to invest in one. 


However, the best way to truly protect yourself against an 


EMP is to prepare the supplies and devices you will need 
to survive after an EMP attack. 


Devices that will be useful post-EMP attack 


Hand crank devices are some of the best resources you 
can procure for surviving after an EMP attack. Hand 
crank radios and lamps can easily deal with your 
communication and lighting needs — provided that your 
radio is within range of somebody who didn’t get hit by 
the EMP. Other non-electric lighting options to consider 


are basic kerosene and oil lamps, which can double as 
sources of heat. 


If you do have a Faraday cage, you can store small, 
portable generators in them to provide you with some 
electricity, especially if you have other devices that aren’t 
fried by the EMP. 


Keep in mind that both lamps and generators will require 
a lot of fuel to maintain. Eventually, it will become too 
difficult to find oil, so stock up on as much fuel as you 
can. 


You will also need tools, such as for repairing your 
household appliances and systems that can be repaired, 
medical kits for first aid emergencies, and self-defense 
equipment like pepper sprays, bows, knives and swords 
and, of course, guns. 


Lastly, you may not have access to the internet to look up 
how to do or repair things after SHTF, so consider 
stocking up on printed manuals. These thick, boring 
books may be the only resource you have left once 
electricity goes out. (Related: 10 Ugly truths about long- 


term power outages and how to deal with them.) 


Your post-EMP survival strategy must be well- 
supplied 


According to the survival rule of threes, you can’t survive 
after more than three days without water, and three weeks 
without food. You can have all the gear in the world, but 
you won’t make it after a few days if you don’t have a 
safe and reliable supply of food and water. 


Make space for food supplies in your home. Make sure to 
get nutritious and organic foods that have long shelf lives. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention suggests 
stocking up on at least a three-day supply of non- 
perishable foods. This means ready-to-eat meals of meats, 
fruits and vegetables, protein bars, granola and cereals, 
dried fruits, non-perishable milk and some healthy 
comfort snacks. 


Resupplying will be another issue. Going to the grocery 
store will be out of the question, as they are most likely 
already empty by the time you get there. The best that you 
can do is to form strong, trusting bonds of solidarity with 
your neighbors with whom you can barter after SHTF. 


Nobody survives alone, and the world after an EMP 
attack will require you and your neighbors to stick 
together to weather any storm. 


Sources include: 


EMPactAmerica.org 
BeansBulletsBandagesAndYou.com 


What you need to know about EMPs 
Sunday, January 05, 2020 by . 
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If you’ve dabbled in the art of prepping and browsed 
articles on the subject, then you’ve probably come across 


the term EMP, or electromagnetic pulse. And while the 
concept and mechanics behind an electromagnetic pulse 
attack might seem like something straight out of a science 
fiction novel, the threat is very real —albeit one that not a 
lot of people know about. 


Regardless of the validity of the existence of EMPs, it 1s a 
prepper’s duty to prepare for any and all potential 

disasters that could affect their area. If an EMP were to hit, 
it could cause widespread damage and chaos throughout 
the nation. This article tackles everything you need to 
know about EMPs. (H/t 


AYearWithoutTheGroceryStore.com) 


It all comes tumbling down 


Years and years of innovation and technological advances 
have led to a society that relies on electricity-powered 
gadgets, appliances and devices to function to the point 
that many people can’t even imagine a world without the 
luxury and convenience associated with the said items. 
Most electrical outages are no cause for alarm for most 
people because they often last for only a few hours, 
although some last a few days. However, if an EMP were 
to strike the United States, the situation would be 
completely different. 


An EMP 1s a sudden burst of electromagnetically-charged 
energy caused by either a weapon detonation or a solar 


flare. At first, it doesn’t seem that scary, especially when 
described that way. This is on top of the fact that EMPs 
do not cause any direct damage to any living creature. 
However, this doesn’t mean you should dismiss EMPs as 
a threat. What this burst of energy actually does is take 
down a country’s means to defend itself by targeting the 
electrical grid and communications network. This means 
no power, no cellphones, no transportation systems, no 
banking, no water filtration and no internet, among other 
things. 


The general expectation on the outcome of an EMP attack 
is basically society plunging back into the dark ages, 
where electricity wasn’t as abundant and people lived 
freely without technology. Of course, this process also 
involves societal collapse and massive loss of life. There 
are even experts claiming that close to 90 percent of the 
entire U.S. population could die if the power grid goes 
down due to an EMP attack: planes would start falling out 
of the sky, many newer cars would simply stop working, 
and all forms of life support in hospitals would just shut 
down immediately. 


EMPs may not be able to physically harm you directly, 

but its devastating effects on society could not be ignored. 
Thankfully, being a prepper lessens the burden of living a 
life without electricity. (Related: 10 Practical tips that will 


help you survive a long-term disaster without electricity.) 


Prepping for EMPs 


Preparing for an EMP attack is the same as preparing for 
any other type of disaster. You can start with having a 
healthy supply of both food and water, alongside a 
reliable non-electrical water filtration system. If you live 
in a big city, you might find it beneficial to bug-out to the 
much safer countryside to stay away from all the chaos 
that could start in cities with large populations. Here are 
three other things you can do to prep for living in a post- 
EMP world. 


1. Enrich yourself and be in the know. The more you 
know about EMPs and what could happen, the 
easier it would be to deal with the aftermath of an 
EMP attack. There are plenty of sources and stories 
available for you to browse, both printed and online. 
As the saying goes: “Knowledge is power.” 

2. Take note of where you are and what happens 
around you. Situational and positional awareness 
are both vital skills in any survival situation, not just 
for an electricity-less society. Once you catch wind of 
an EMP happening, you shouldn’t catch yourself just 
standing around wondering what to do. You need to 
take note of where you are and the potential 
hindrances and threats in your area. If you happen 


to be in a crowded city, plan out a safe and speedy 
escape route beforehand in case things get messy. 

.Prep like it was any other disaster. An EMP attack 
isn’t a special SHTF scenario if you really think about 
it. To preppers, it’s just another disaster to add to 
the long list of situations to prepare for. If you treat 
prepping for an EMP like you would any other 
prepping situation, you can stay calm and collected 
throughout the process. 


e8) 


An EMP attack can drastically change society as we know 
it, but you can make things easier for yourself by 
prepping accordingly. For similar stories on how to 
survive a post-EMP world, visit EMP.news. 


Sources include: 
AYearWithoutTheGroceryStore.com 
BackDoorSurvival.com 
TruePrepper.com 

PowerMag.com 


10 Practical tips that will help you survive a long- 
term disaster without electricity 


Sunday, October 20, 2019 by Darnel Fernandez 
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Society has grown into one that relies heavily on 
electricity-powered devices, appliances and gadgets. Most 
people can’t even imagine a world without the 
convenience that comes with electricity. A lot of electrical 
outages usually last a few hours or maybe a few days. 
However, some disasters can lead to power outages that 
may last weeks, even more. In this situation, being 
prepared and having knowledge is imperative for 


surviving in a world without electricity. (h/t to 
ThePreppingGuide.com) 


No power? No problem 


Living without electricity is difficult, but definitely not 
impossible. Here are 10 tips that can help you get through 
even the darkest of situations: 


1. 


NO 


Stock up on the essentials. Preppers have the 
foresight to prepare for emergencies and stock up 
accordingly, giving them an edge over plenty of 
other people. Stockpiling foods with long shelf life is 
a smart choice to do, especially when cooking and 
storage become more difficult due to the lack of 
power. Foods such as honey, dried fruit, dried meat, 
and a variety of canned goods can go a long way in 
sustaining you and your family during a crisis. 
(Related: Tips for protecting your food supply when 
the grid goes down.) 


. Light up the dark. Life without electricity means 


you're gonna have a bad time if you’re afraid of the 
dark. Lanterns, headlamps, and flashlights are good 
solutions to the light problem, especially if you’ve 
stocked up on a lot of batteries beforehand. Fuel 
lanterns and candles can also help keep the darkness 
at bay. However, they can be a fire hazard if used 
irresponsibly. 


3. Turn off gas and water valves. Learn all the nooks 
and crannies of your home and find out how to shut 
off your water and gas valves. You wouldn’t want 
another disaster on top of the one you’re already in. 

4.Collect and store water. If you’re thoroughly 
prepared for any disaster, you should have stored a 
decent amount of potable water. However, these 
supplies don’t last long, especially if you’re providing 
for other people. Learn how to collect, filter, and 
store water. You can fill up water jugs or even 
create your own water filtration system. 

5. Find other ways to cook. Electrical stoves, 
microwaves, and refrigerators stop working in any 
grid-down situation, leaving you with only a few 
alternatives left. You can use gas-powered or 
propane stoves to cook whatever you need, 
provided you have enough fuel. If you happen to 
have a wood-burning stove, you can cook on top of it 
as long as it has a flat top. 

6. Get an alternative heat source. A wood-burning 
stove can also provide heating to your home in case 
it gets too cold. If you don’t have access to one, a 
kerosene or propane heater is more than enough to 
keep everyone cozy and warm. 

7. Find other means of entertainment. No power 
means no internet, so indoor entertainment 


becomes limited. You can spend time outdoors 
during the day, but when night approaches, you 
need to find other ways to keep yourself busy. 
Learning hobbies such as crocheting and sewing or 
playing board games can help stave off boredom and 
keep you sane. 

8.Do your chores in the morning. Speaking of keeping 
yourself busy, doing chores in the dead of night is 
nearly impossible, especially with limited light. 
Create a schedule to make the most out of the 
limited daylight you get. 

9. Keep yourself safe from the elements. The lack of 
air conditioning and heating can make summers 
brutal and winters even worse. During the summer, 
keep the drapes closed to prevent sunlight from 
streaming into your home and open up windows 
during warm summer evenings. If it gets too cold, 
add more insulation to your home by placing towels 
under doors. Cooking indoors can also turn up the 
heat in any cold situation. 

10. Make a bucket toilet system. Short power 
outages may not give you any problems with your 
toilet system. But if things go long term, its time to 
get a bucket system. To do so, put a garbage bag ina 
bucket, then add some cat litter at the bottom of the 


bag. If anyone decides to use the toilet, you can 
cover it with another layer. 


In a world where the internet and electricity reign 
supreme, many people will struggle to disconnect from 
their modern lifestyles and the luxuries that come with it 
when SHTF. However, with proper planning and 
preparation, you may survive the worst that a world 
without electricity can throw at you. 


Sources include: 


ThePreppingGuide.com 
OffTheGridNews.com 


KnowledgeWeighsNothing.com 


How to survive in a post-EMP world: Items you 
need to include in your garbage can Faraday 
cage 


Friday, August 23, 2019 by Rex Carter 


EMP attacks aren’t sci-fi; these pulses disrupt electronic 
components and overload power transmission or 
telecommunications facilities. The likely result is a 
collapse of civilization, as it’s hard to think of any part of 
society that’s not connected to or powered by electricity. 
A Faraday cage can protect important devices, such as 
mobile phones, radios, and computers, from the harmful 
effects of an EMP attack. (h/t to 


ModernSurvivalBlog.com) 


An electromagnetic pulse or EMP may be harmless to 
humans, but its effects on society may well be crippling. 
It carries energy that’s similar in magnitude to 
conventional radio waves, but EMP 1s sent in a “burst” — 


imagine receiving sunlight packed in less than a second. 
Some EMPs also fire in several pulses, which can deal 
additional damage. As a result, a sufficiently strong EMP 
attack can shut down power grids and telecommunication 
equipment, even the internet, whose data farms require 
lots of power. It can also incapacitate refrigeration, water 
services, security systems, banking systems, and 
transportation. 


Recovery from an EMP attack is possible, but it may 
depend on the area and how widespread it is. An EMP 
attack that affects an entire country, however, may take 
years, even decades to recover. Such an incident leads to a 
collapse of law and order, which preppers should plan for 
when building a BOB (bug-out bag) or a Faraday cage. 


Faraday cage starter kit 


For starters, you want to shield any equipment that will let 
you communicate with other people or help you survive 
in a world that’s suddenly without power. These things 
include: 


1. Sources of light (headlamps, flashlights, lanterns, 
especially LEDs as they often contain electronic 
components) 

2. Digital watch 

3. Radios, especially shortwave radios or walkie-talkies 

4. Mobile phones or tablets 


5. Laptops, external hard drives, or USB keys with 
important information 

6. GPS devices 

7. lgnition system, CPU, and alternator for your car 

8. Ignition system for other equipment like mopeds or 
tractors 

9. Ignition systems for certain tools like chainsaws, 
snowblowers, or mowers 

10. Battery starter 

11. Electronic measuring devices 

12. Night vision equipment 

13. Battery-operated optic sights 

14. Solar panels with micro-inverters 

15. Compact solar-powered chargers for car 
batteries and rechargeable batteries (AA, AAA, C, 
and D) 

16. Powerbanks for USB-powered devices 


Building a Faraday cage 


A Faraday cage, in essence, is an enclosure lined with 
sheets of aluminum foil or a box with aluminum wire 
mesh. Aluminum is shown to block electromagnetic fields. 
You can use custom-made boxes or make your own using 
an ammunition can, steel barrels, or even a garbage can. 


Faraday cages don’t need to be grounded. 


Your microwave oven can also act as a Faraday cage in a 
pinch. This device not only keeps radiation in, but also 
keeps it out. Anti-static bags are also an additional layer 
of protection that you can use in which to store your 
electronics. 


Effectiveness of Faraday cages 


How effective your Faraday cage is depends on the 
intensity of the EMP, its distance from the source, and the 


radiation emitted by the EMP. Naturally, the closer you 
are from the source, the more protection the contents of 
the Faraday cage requires. Some rays, however, like 
gamma and X-rays, can penetrate through layers of solid 
material and will require additional metal sheeting for 


protection. (Related: Here’s a comprehensive guide on 
how to prepare for an EMP attack.) 


EMP attacks strike with little to no warning, and you may 
have no time to stash your belongings into your safety 
box. The best way to prepare for an attack is to store 
spares into your Faraday cage so when SHTF, you have 
working equipment ready to go. 


Sources include: 


ModernSurvivalBlog.com 
TheBugOutGuide.com 


Prepping must-haves: 10 Essential items that will 


keep working even after an EMP attack 


Friday, October 18, 2019 by [ 
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The threat of an EMP (electromagnetic pulse) attack 1s 
surely one of the scariest potential disasters the U.S. could 
face today. A successful attack could send the nation back 
hundreds of years, changing society as we know it. Even 
the sun has the capability of blasting the Earth with an 
EMP through solar storms. (h/t to SurvivalSullivan.com) 


EMPs target solid-state electronics, meaning that any item 
that relies on an electronic circuit will stop working. The 


electrical grid will go down and a vast majority of things 
you rely on today will be as useful as a glorified 
paperweight. If SHTF, how prepared would you be to 
handle the aftermath? (Related: Surviving EMP threats: 


The prepper’s guide to modern EMP protection. ) 
A post-EMP survival kit 


While most devices will be rendered useless, stocking up 
on these 10 non-electronic items may help you survive in 
a post-EMP world. 


1. Knives. Unsurprisingly, knives remain to be one of 
the most versatile survival tools available in any 
prepper’s arsenal and they don’t even need electricity 
to work their magic. You can use them to cut 
kindling and firewood, help start a fire, open cans, 
cut bandages and many more. 

2. Faraday cage (and whatever you put in it). Named 
after the inventor Michael Faraday, this device is 
simply any container that can shield the 
contents from an electromagnetic field. Even 
something as mundane as a metal garbage bin can be 
used to protect essential electronics inside. While 
there isn’t a guarantee that 1t would fully protect the 
items, it’s still better than having no chance at all. 
Also, it would be wise to invest in a solar charger to 
charge the electronics placed inside the cage. 


3. Bicycles. Most cars will be rendered non-functional 
by an EMP blast, making a bicycle the most reliable 
mode of transportation. They do not require 
electricity and can be modified with attachments such 
as trailers and baskets to make bugging out or 
just general transportation a breeze. 

4. Bicycle air pump. Having a bicycle is cool and all 
but it all goes downhill once your tire flattens. A 
hand-powered air pump will help you get back on the 
road quicker than outright replacing the tire. 
Additionally, these pumps can even inflate car tires in 
case you do find one that works post-EMP. 

5. Hand tools. In addition to knives, any tool that 
doesn’t require electricity will be vital to survival. 
Having axes, shovels, wrenches, and hammers on 
hand may let you handle any survival situation. 

6. Manual water pump. In a post-EMP world, finding 
clean water will be an issue. Even with access to a 
well, all the water will go to waste if all you have is 
an electric pump. Having a manual water pump 
available will alleviate this problem. 

7.Can opener. Most preppers have a stockpile of 
canned goods available if SHTF. However, not 
having a can opener to open them will make eating 
much more difficult. While knives can be used to 
open cans, make your life easier by using a regular 
non-electrical can opener. 


8. Lighters. If SHTF, cooking and lighting may become 
an issue if you don’t have access to fire. Make sure 
you've stockpiled a decent amount of disposable 
lighters and waterproof matches. 

9. Books. Having the means to stop boredom can save 
your sanity in a world without the internet (or pretty 
much any other electronic device). Books can not 
only give you entertainment but also give you 
valuable knowledge needed to survive. If you 
don’t have very many books in your possession, it 
might be in your best interest to change that. 

10. Guns and ammunition. Security will be one of 
your top priorities in a post-EMP world. Lands will 
become lawless and you need to find a way to protect 
yourself from raiders. Guns and ammunition don’t 
need electricity to function, making them ideal for 
protection. Always remember to keep up with gun 
maintenance and stock up on a large ammunition 
supply. If you really want to go old-school, you can 
even make do with a bow and arrow for silent take- 
downs. 


No matter how you look at it, an EMP attack is bad news 
all around. Nobody knows how long it would take before 
the grid comes back on; if it even has the chance to restart 
at all. Surviving in a post-EMP world is difficult but 
definitely still possible, if you come prepared. 


Sources include: 
SurvivalSullivan.com 
SmartPrepperGear.com 
BackdoorSurvival.com 


Egypt Is Facing Two Wars - How Will Sisi Decide? 
Published: June 23, 2020 
Share | Print This 
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Source: moon of alabama 


By next month Egypt will probably be fighting two wars. 
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The war to its west would be against Libya’s Government 
of National Accord (GNA) which threatens to extend 
itself from west Libya to the Egyptian border. The war to 
its south would be against Ethiopia which will soon start 
to fill 1ts Great Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) with 
Nil water that Egypt needs to survive. 


The GNA in Libya, supported by Turkey and Qatar, 
wants to move out of its Tripoli and Misrata area to take 
Sirte and the oil installations east of it. Sirte is currently 
held by the Libyan National Army (LNA) under General 
Haftar. 


As we wrote two weeks ago: 


Egypt has started to position heavy military equipment 
on its western border. It does not want a Muslim 
Brotherhood controlled Libya as its neighbor. The buffer 
Haftar’s LNA provides is a priority for its own security. 
Egypt together with France, Greece, Cyprus and the UAE 


also rejected the Turkish aspirations in the eastern 
Mediterranean. 


If Russia would pull back its support and completely give 
up on Haftar Egypt would see a necessity to intervene in 
Libya. A Turkish-Egyptian war on Libyan grounds would 
then become likely. 


On Saturday the Egyptian dictator Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 
inspected the troops at Egypt’s western border. The 
highest officers of the Egyptian military were also there. 
The number of deployed troops shows that they mean 
buiness. 
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Sisi threatened that Egypt would directly intervene: 


In a televised address, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi said Sirte is a "red line" for Egypt, citing the need 
to protect its porous border as grounds for "direct 
intervention" in Libya. 


"If the Libyan people asked us to intervene, it 1s a signal 
to the world that Egypt and Libya share ... common 
interests, security and stability," Sisi said on Saturday. 


Egypt has support from Saudi Arabia and the UAE. But 
fighting in Libya would include a war against Turkey 
which has troops as well as 14,000 mercenary Jihadis 
from Syria deployed with the GNA. A war between the 
two biggest armies in the eastern Mediterranean could 
easily escalate. 


Next month Ethiopia will start to fill 1ts great new dam on 
the Blue Nil river. 
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It has been build since 2010 and the $4.8 billion project 
will turn Ethiopia into an electricity exporter. Egypt fears 
that the filling of the dam and its later management will 
leave too little water flowing down the Nil where Egypt 
needs it to feed its 100 million people. 
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Negotiations between Egypt and Ethiopia, moderated by 
the United States and the World Bank, have failed to find 


a solution. Egypt has called on (pdf, slow) the UN 
Security Council to intervene. 


The issue is existential for both countries: 


The years-long conflict pits Ethiopia’s desire to become a 
significant power exporter in the region against Egypt’s 
concern that the dam will significantly reduce its water 
supply if filled too quickly. 


Egypt is expected to lose at least 22% of water flow, and 
is concerned that up to 30% of its agricultural land might 
turn into desert. 


Both Egypt and Ethiopia have hinted at the possibility of 
taking military steps to protect their interests, and experts 
fear a breakdown in talks could lead to conflict. 


Sudan, another party to this squabble, has long been 
caught between the competing interests. 


The arrival of the rainy season is bringing more water to 
the Blue Nile, the main branch of the Nile. Addis Ababa 
considers next month would be an ideal time to begin 
filling the dam’s reservoir. 


The basin was designed for a gigantic 74 billion cubic 
meters of water. 


When finished and filled the dam will produce 6,450 MW 
of electrical power, more than triple as much as Ethiopia 
can currently generate. Much of the new generated 
electricity will be exported to Sudan which is the reason 
why Sudan has not taken Egypt’s side. 


No Egyptian ruler can allow a situation in which 30% of 
Egypt’s agriculture dies off. Tens of millions of small 
farmers would lose their income and a famine would 
become a distinct possibility. 


A military attack on the dam would be complicate. The 
land route for an army attack would need to go through 
Sudan. It is very long and lacks infrastructure. A large 
scale air attack coming from the Red Sea seems to be the 
most likely operation. But that would be risky and would 
not solve Egypt’s problem. The dam would be repaired 
and the operation would have to be repeated. 


Ethiopia needs the electricity from the dam to develop the 
country and to pay back the loans it has taken up to build 
it. It wants to completely fill the dam over the next seven 
years. A prolongation of that time frame would lessen the 
immediate impact on Egypt. But Ethiopia is poor and 
someone else would have to pay for the losses it would 
incur. 


Could Egypt handle two wars at the same time? For a 
short period that would likely be possible. But both 


potential conflicts, the one in Libya and the one with 
Ethiopia, would likely become prolonged and would take 
years to settle. Egypt does not have the money to pay for 
them. 


Sisi will now have to take quite difficult decisions. How 
will he decide? 


Federal LEO Says Police Are Being Replaced by Warlords 
As America Slips Into Civil War 


Submitted by Dave Hodges on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 - 14:41. 


I recently interviewed a Federal LEO. We analyzed 
whether the proper use of force was applied 1n recent high 
profile cases involving the use of lethal force by police 
officers. More importantly, we analyzed the civil war that 
is consuming America. America 1s on the very edge of 


total anarchy and will become a nation ruled by 
Warlords. 


This incredible interview can be accessed by clicking this 
link. 


Former FEMA Official Details the Step by Step Plan to 
Destroy America 


Submitted by Dave Hodges on Monday, June 22, 2020 - 
11:51. 


—_ 


| recently interviewed former FEMA official, Celeste 
Solum. This was the first part of two interviews in 
which Celeste laid out in detail the plans for the 
powers-that-be to totally destroy the United States of 
America. How does Celeste know what is coming? 


She was part of planning the details, until her 
devotion to the Lord forced her to walk away. 
Celeste paid a heavy price for walking away and is 
still presecuted today. This is not an interview for the 
faint of heart and if anyone needed an excuse to get 
right with God, this is it!!! 


This chilling interview can be accessed by clicking 
this link. 


Celeste Solum was part of a powerful presentation team 
that was assembled by GEN SIX. The entire conference 
can be yours for one low price. The Video on Demand 
can be accessed by clicking here. 


As a special BONUS with your purchase, you also get 
VOD of the 2019 True Legends Conference included 
FREE to watch immediately! 


Pentagon War Games: How The Government Plans To 
‘Defeat’ Those Who Rebel 
Mac Slavo 


June 23rd, 2020 
SHTFplan.com 
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Leaked Pentagon war games documents show that the 
United States government has plans to put down a 
“Bitcoin rebellion.” The state has never like decentralized 
currencies because they cannot control or relate them, and 
the U.S. government is concerned Generation Z will rebel 
against the central banks by using Bitcoin instead of 
Federal Reserve notes. 


The United States has been creating military simulations, 
otherwise known as “war games,” for years now, writes 
Bitcoin News. In fact, the Pentagon and various 
professional analysts created a permanent war gaming 
facility for simulations. This week a report indicates that 
Pentagon officials have purportedly created a war game 


that involves Generation Z (Gen Z) and the rebels 
leverage bitcoin to fight a corrupt system. 


In case anyone hasn’t figured it out yet, the central 
banking system is corrupt. Those who use Bitcoin want to 
remove themselves from corruption and protect 
themselves against the dollar’s demise. And the Pentagon 
is looking at taking action against those who do so. 


On June 5, 2020, the news outlet, Zhe 

Intercept, published a leaked document that shows the 
Pentagon’s alleged plans for a specific war game. The 
game is a theory or simulation of events created 
theoretically, so analysts can discover what could happen 
if certain things transpired. Essentially the Pentagon’s 
latest war game simulation theory involves 

the cryptocurrency bitcoin and the generation known as 
Gen Z. 


Essentially, the war game scenario created by the 
Pentagon is called a “Notional Exercise Material for 
Educational Purposes Only” and it was allegedly 
distributed by Joint Land, Air, and Sea Strategic Special 
Program (JLASS). 


The documents obtained by The Intercept describe a 
scenario that involves Gen Z fighting a corrupt 
government run by financial incumbents and corporate 
entities. The Gen Z rebels basically take back a number of 


stolen funds from the status quo and they put the money 
into the cryptocurrency ecosystem, specifically bitcoin. 


Basically, The Intercept highlights that the war game 
scenario becomes a “global cyber campaign to expose 
injustice and corruption.” Interestingly the Pentagon war 
game that involves Gen Z and bitcoin comes at a time 
when the world is feeling a lot of unrest. —Bitcoin News 


The war game scenario calls Gen Z’s act a “Zbellion” and 
the timeline begins eerily during the middle or end of 
2020. The members of the Zbellion feel disenfranchised 
and that the “system is rigged.” They take from the 
corrupt government by using the counter-economy. 
Malware is used to siphon funds from the fraudulent 
globalist powers that have oppressed Gen Z. 


This sounds like the government 1s already preparing to 
fight those who reject the central banks controlled and 
centralized power over the money supply. Go to 10:28 in 
the following video for a good analysis of the “war 
games.” 


IS ISRAEL HOPING TO START A WAR WITH 
IRAN BEFORE US ELECTIONS? 


Published: July 18, 2020 
Share | Print This 


SOURCE: J 


Recent rounds of sabotage attacks against Iranian 
targets have been consistently blamed on Israel. It's 
not just Israel being Israel, according to some 
officials familiar with the situation, but rather, 


Israel sees war as a tougher sell if Biden gets 
elected, while Trump would be easier, especially 
ahead of the vote. EU officials were reportedly 
concerned Israel would try to provoke something 
soon. Israeli officials refuse to comment on specific 
sabotage operations. 


Recent explosion in western Tehran, among a series 
of mysterious incidents at key military and industrial 
sites, file image. 


Veteran Middle East war correspondent Mitch 
Prothero writes in a bombshell Business 
Insider report based on Israeli government sources: 


Israel is involved in an extended campaign to 
pressure or damage Iran before President 
Donald Trump can be voted out of office in the 
November election, a former Israeli defense official 
and a current European Union intelligence official 
told Insider. 


lran has seen weekly incidents, including explosions 
at a missile-production facility on June 22; 

the Natanz nuclear facility, Iran's largest uranium- 
enrichment center, on July 2; and an important 
shipyard in the port city of Bushehr on Wednesday. 
Israeli officials concede it is “common knowledge” 
they are behind some of the Iran attacks, but they 
don't want to specify which ones when there are so 
many candidates. 


Officials also say their policy on Iran is clear, without 
confirming or denying trying to suck the US into a 
war. 


The US has “several” intelligence indications Iran 
has put portions of air defense system on ‘high alert’ 
in recent days. This comes in wake of unexplained 
explosions at key facilities tied to its military and 


nuclear programs: US Official. Worries abt Iran 
retaliation. #natanz 


— Barbara Starr (@barbarastarrcnn) July 16, 2020 
The report says further: 


A former Israeli defense official told Insider it 
was common knowledge in Israeli intelligence 
circles that at least some of the events in Iran 
over the past month were the work of Israeli 
intelligence operations. 


"| don't know which ones exactly and wouldn't tell 
you anyway because the entire point is for the 
lranians to feel considerable stress trying to decide 
what might have been our work," they said. 

Trump’s own administration has some officials very 
keen on provoking fights with Iran, but so far Trump 
has resisted launching a war. It’s not clear, with 
his “most pro-Israel ever” label on the line, he could 
resist joining an Israeli war. 


Israel has been keen on a war with Iran for decades, 
and is always trying to pick a good time to sucker 
the US into the conflict. While Iran focuses on 
defensive preparedness, it’s likely they’ll be 
advised by allies to try to resist any reaction to 
the provocations through November hoping that 
as this window closes, Israel will dial back attacks. 


SHARE THIS ARTICLE... 


BREAKING: FAA declares flight restrictions 
over “Battle Ground Vortac”’ near Portland, 
cites “‘active national defense” operations and 
warns unmanned aircraft may be shot down 


Saturday, July 18, 2020 by: Mike Adams 
Tags: antifa, Battle Ground Vortac, Black Lives Matter, chaos, civil war, FAA, flight restrictions, insanity, left cult, Left- 
wing, lunatics, Portland, riots, violence 


(Natural News) We have now confirmed that the FAA 
has declared NOTAM flight restrictions at the Battle 
Ground Vortac (BTG) near Portland, Oregon, 
described as, “Temporary flight restrictions for 
Special Security Reasons.” 


Under NOTAM (Note to Airmen) number FDC 
0/1203, published by the FAA at this link, the FAA 
warns that, “No pilots may operate an aircraft in the 
areas covered by this NOTAM (except as 
described).” 


The notice describes the exceptions to the flight 
restrictions as involving, “active national defense, 
homeland security... or disaster response missions.” 


Radical left-wing terrorist groups — such as Black 
Lives Matter and Antifa — continue to operate in the 
area, firing explosives at government buildings and 
assaulting federal law enforcement officers, all while 
Mayor Ted Wheeler is now fully siding with the 
terrorists. The entire U.S. media has been ordered 
by the CIA into a nationwide news blackout of the 
real events there, so that left-wing media can 
continue to falsely describe the Black Lives Matter 
terrorist group as a “peaceful” operation. 


The FAA notice further warns that pilots operating 
aircraft within the restricted airspace may have their 
aircraft seized or destroyed. The notice refers to the 
Battle Ground Vortac in Southern Washington, 
which is a navigation beacon system for pilots. 

See full details at PilotNav.com. 


The FAA notice seems to indicate that “unmanned 
aircraft” may pose a “security threat” to government 
buildings or personnel. The altitude described in the 
order is from zero to 1000 feet, which is the very low 
altitude where buildings are located. 


From the notice: (emphasis added) 


A. UAS OPERATIONS MAY BE AUTHORIZED 
WITHIN THE DEFINED SSI AIRSPACE IF IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS 
LISTED BELOW: 1) AN APPROVED SPECIAL 
GOVERNMENTAL INTEREST (SGI) AIRSPACE 
WAIVER HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR 
OPERATIONS IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF 

AN ACTIVE NATIONAL DEFENSE, HOMELAND 
SECURITY, LAW ENFORCEMENT, FIREFIGHTING, 
SEARCH AND RESCUE, OR DISASTER 
RESPONSE MISSION; AND, 2) VAS OPERATORS 
IN SUPPORT OF EVENT OPERATIONS, WITHA 
SGI AIRSPACE WAIVER. 3) ANY APPROVED UAS 
FLIGHT OPERATIONS MUST COMPLY WITH ALL 


OTHER APPLICABLE FEDERAL AVIATION 
REGULATIONS. 


B. VAS OPERATORS WHO DO NOT COMPLY 
WITH APPLICABLE AIRSPACE RESTRICTIONS 
ARE WARNED THAT PURSUANT TO 10 U.S.C. 
SECTION 1301 AND 6 U.S.C. SECTION 124N, THE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (DOD), THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY (DHS) 
OR THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ) MAY 
TAKE SECURITY ACTION THAT RESULTS IN THE 
INTERFERENCE, DISRUPTION, SEIZURE, 
DAMAGING, OR DESTRUCTION OF UNMANNED 
AIRCRAFT DEEMED TO POSE A CREDIBLE 
SAFETY OR SECURITY THREAT TO PROTECTED 
PERSONNEL, FACILITIES, OR ASSETS. 


The restrictions are in place through August 16, 
2020. See full details at this FAA link. 


BE TER List i TFR Map BE Map Airports EETFR Help 


issue Date - July 16, 2020 at 2012 UTC 

Location Portland, Oregon near BATTLE GROUND 
VORTAC (BTG} 

Beginning Date and Time - July 16, 2020 at 2100 UTC 

Ending Date and Time : August 16, 2020 at 2100 UTC 

Reason for NOTAM - Temporary fight restrictions for Special Security 
Reasons 

Type Security 

Replaced NOTAM(s) NIA 


Jump To: Affected Areas 
Operating Restrictions and Requirements 
Other Information 


Airspace 

Definition: 
Center. On the BATTLE GROUND VORTAC (BTG) 173 degree radial at 

14.4 nautical miles. (Latitude: 45°30'56"N, Longitude: 122°40°34"W) 

Radius 1 nautical miles 
Altitude From the surface up to and including 1000 feet AGL 

Effective 

Date(s): 


From July 16, 2020 at 2100 UTC {July 16, 2020 at 1400 PDT) 
To August 16, 2020 at 2100 UTC (August 16, 2020 at 1400 PDT) 


Here's a closer look at the map: 


This air restriction declaration by the FAA may 
indicate that the U.S. government is planning 
imminent action against the armed, illegal 
insurrection in Portland which is being aided by 
Portland's treasonous Mayor Wheeler, who 
obviously should be arrested and charged with 
treason (along with the Mayor of Seattle). 


It also indicates that America’s civil war is rapidly 
moving into the kinetic phase, with armed left-wing 
forces now confirmed to be receiving support and, in 
some cases, funding from 269 U.S. corporations, some 
of which is being used to purchase full-auto military 
weapons upgrades (and silencers) that are confirmed 


by U.S. Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) to 
be smuggled into at least three U.S. cities. 


We now have an actual civil war breaking out in 
America, where corporations like McDonald's, 
Google, Nike and Netflix are supporting militant 
terrorist insurrection groups, while the treasonous 
corporate-controlled media is pretending the 
terrorists are all “peaceful.” Meanwhile, the entire 
GOP is doing nothing, largely out of fear of being 
called “racists” if they demand enforcing the rule of 
law on America’s streets. 


Here's a video of the “peaceful” rioters barricading 
federal agents inside a building, which they no doubt 
plan to set on fire in future attacks: 


50th night of riots in 
Portland. https://t.co/[9MOBSpCjZ0 


— Cassandra Fairbanks (@CassandraRules) July 18, 
2020 


Read CivilWar.news for more dailycoverage. 


Escobar: The Heart Of The Matter In The South China 
Sea 


a 
a, 


by Tyler Durden 
Fri, 07/31/2020 - 22:45 


TwitterFacebookRedditEmail 


Print 
Authored by Pepe Escobar via The Asia Times, 


When the Ronald Reagan and Nimitz carrier strike 
groups recently engaged in “operations” in the South 
China Sea, it did not escape to many a cynic that the 
US Pacific Fleet was doing its best to turn the infantile 
Thucydides Trap theory into a self-fulfilling prophecy. 


The pro forma official spin, via Rear Adm. Jim Kirk, 
commander of the Nimitz, is that the ops were conducted 
to “reinforce our commitment to a free and open Indo- 
Pacific, a rules-based international order, and to our allies 
and partners”. 


Nobody pays attention to these clichés, because the real 
message was delivered by a CIA operative posing as 
diplomat, Secretary of State Mike “We Lie, We Cheat, 
We Steal” Pompeo: “The PRC has no legal grounds to 
unilaterally impose its will on the region’, in a reference 
to the Nine-Dash Line. For the State Dept., Beijing 


deploys nothing but “gangster tactics” in the South China 
Sea. 


Once again, nobody paid attention, because the actual 
facts on the sea are stark. Anything that moves in the 
South China Sea — China’s crucial maritime trade 
artery — is at the mercy of the PLA, which decides if 
and when to deploy their deadly DF-21D and DF-26 
“carrier killer” missiles. 


There’s absolutely no way the US Pacific Fleet can win 
a shooting war in the South China Sea. 


Electronically jammed 


A crucial Chinese report, unavailable and not referred 
to by Western media, and translated by Hong Kong- 


based analyst Thomas Wing Polin, is essential to 
understand the context. 


The report refers to US Growler electronic warplanes 
rendered totally out of control by electronic jamming 
devices positioned on islands and reefs in the South 
China Sea. 


According to the report, “after the accident, the United 
States negotiated with China, demanding that China 
dismantle the electronic equipment immediately, but it 
was rejected. These electronic devices are an important 
part of China’s maritime defense and are not offensive 
weapons. Therefore, the US military’s request for 
dismantling is unreasonable.” 


It gets better: 


“On the same day, former commander Scott Swift of the 
US Pacific Fleet finally acknowledged that the US 
military had lost the best time to control the South China 
Sea. He believes that China has deployed a large number 
of Hongqi 9 air defense missiles, H-6K bombers, and 
electronic jamming systems on islands and reefs. The 
defense can be said to be solid. If US fighter jets rush into 
the South China Sea, they are likely to encounter their 
“Waterloo.’” 


The bottom line is that the systems — including 
electronic jamming — deployed by the PLA on islands 


and reefs in the South China Sea, covering more than 
half of the total surface, are considered by Beijing to 
be part of the national defense system. 


I have previously detailed what Admiral Philip Davidson, 
when he was still a nominee to lead the US Pacific 
Command (PACOM), told the US Senate. Here are his 
Top Three conclusions: 


1) “China is pursuing advanced capabilities (e.g., 
hypersonic missiles) which the United States has no 
current defense against. As China pursues these advanced 
weapons systems, US forces across the Indo-Pacific will 
be placed increasingly at risk.” 


2) “China is undermining the rules-based international 
order.” 


3) “China is now capable of controlling the South China 
Sea in all scenarios short of war with the United States.” 


Implied in all of the above is the “secret” of the Indo- 
Pacific strategy: at best a containment exercise, as China 
continues to solidify the Maritime Silk Road linking the 
South China Sea to the Indian Ocean. 


Remember the nusantao 


The South China Sea is and will continue to be one of 
the prime geopolitical flashpoints of the young 


21st century, where a great deal of the East-West 
balance of power will be played. 


I have addressed this elsewhere in the past in some detail, 
but a short historical background is once again absolutely 
essential to understand the current juncture as the South 
China Sea increasingly looks and feels like a Chinese lake. 


Let’s start in 1890, when Alfred Mahan, then president 
of the US Naval College, wrote the seminal The Influence 
of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-17853. Mahan’s central 
thesis is that the US should go global in search of new 
markets, and protect these new trade routes through a 
network of naval bases. 


That is the embryo of the US Empire of Bases — which 
remains in effect. 


It was Western — American and European — colonialism 
that came up with most land borders and maritime borders 
of states bordering the South China Sea: Philippines, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam. 


We are talking about borders between different colonial 
possessions — and that implied intractable problems from 
the start, subsequently inherited by post-colonial nations. 


Historically, 1t had always been a completely different 
story. The best anthropological studies (Bill Solheim’s, 
for instance) define the semi-nomadic communities who 


really traveled and traded across the South China Sea 
from time immemorial as the Nusantao — an Austronesian 
compound word for “south island” and “people’”’. 


The Nusantao were not a defined ethnic group. They were 
a maritime internet. Over centuries, they had many key 
hubs, from the coastline between central Vietnam and 
Hong Kong all the way to the Mekong Delta. They were 
not attached to any “state”. The Western notion of 
“borders” did not even exist. In the mid-1990s, I had the 
privilege to encounter some of their descendants in 
Indonesia and Vietnam. 


So it was only by the late 19th century that the 
Westphalian system managed to freeze the South 
China Sea inside an immovable framework. 


Which brings us to the crucial point of why China is so 
sensitive about its borders; because they are directly 
linked to the “century of humiliation” — when internal 
Chinese corruption and weakness allowed Western 
“barbarians” to take possession of Chinese land. 


A Japanese lake 


The Nine Dash Line is an immensely complex problem. 
It was invented by the eminent Chinese geographer Bai 
Meichu, a fierce nationalist, in 1936, initially as part of a 
“Chinese National Humiliation Map” in the form of a “U- 
shaped line” gobbling up the South China Sea all the way 


down to James Shoal, which is 1,500 km south of China 
but only over 100 km off Borneo. 


The Nine Dash Line, from the beginning, was 
promoted by the Chinese government — remember, at 
the time not yet Communist — as the letter of the law in 
terms of “historic” Chinese claims over islands in the 
South China Sea. 


One year later, Japan invaded China. Japan had 
occupied Taiwan way back in 1895. Japan occupied the 
Philippines in 1942. That meant virtually the entire 
coastline of the South China Sea being controlled by a 
single empire for the fist time in history. The South China 
Sea had become a Japanese lake. 


Well, that lasted only until 1945. The Japanese did 
occupy Woody Island in the Paracels and Itu Aba (today 
Taiping) in the Spratlys. After the end of WWII and the 
US nuclear-bombing Japan, the Philippines became 
independent in 1946 and the Spratlys immediately were 
declared Filipino territory. 


In 1947, all the islands in the South China Sea got 
Chinese names. 


And in December 1947 all the islands were placed under 
the control of Hainan (itself an island in southern China.) 
New maps duly followed, but now with Chinese names 

for the islands (or reefs, or shoals). But there was a huge 


problem: no one explained the meaning of those dashes 
(which were originally eleven.) 


In June 1947 the Republic of China claimed everything 
within the line — while proclaiming itself open to 
negotiate definitive maritime borders with other nations 
later on. But, for the moment, there were no borders. 


And that set the scene for the immensely complicated 
“strategic ambiguity” of the South China Sea that still 
lingers on — and allows the State Dept. to accuse Beijing 
of “gangster tactics”. The culmination of a millennia-old 
transition from the “maritime internet” of semi-nomadic 
peoples to the Westphalian system spelled nothing but 
trouble. 


Time for COC 


So what about the US notion of “freedom of 
navigation”? 


In imperial terms, “freedom of navigation’, from the West 
Coast of the US to Asia — through the Pacific, the South 
China Sea, the Malacca Strait and the Indian Ocean — is 
strictly an issue of military strategy. 


The US Navy simply cannot imagine dealing with 
maritime exclusion zones — or having to demand an 
“authorization” every time they need to cross them. In this 


case the Empire of Bases would lose “access” to its own 
bases. 


This is compounded with trademark Pentagon 
paranoia, gaming a situation where a “hostile power” 
—namely China — decides to block global trade. The 
premise in itself is ludicrous, because the South China Sea 
is the premier, vital maritime artery for China’s 
globalized economy. 


So there’s no rational justification for a Freedom of 
Navigation (FON) program. For all practical purposes, 
these aircraft carriers like the Ronald Reagan and the 
Nimitz showboating on and off in the South China Sea 
amount to 21st century gunboat diplomacy. And Beijing 
is not impressed. 


As far as the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) is concerned, what matters now 1s to 
come up with a Code of Conduct (COC) to solve all 
maritime conflicts between Philippines, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Brunei and China. 


Next year, ASEAN and China celebrate 30 years of 
strong bilateral relations. There’s a strong possibility 
they will be upgraded to “comprehensive strategic 
partner” status. 


Because of Covid-19, all players had to postpone 
negotiations on the second reading of the single draft of 


COC. Beijing wanted these to be face to face — because 
the document is ultra-sensitive and for the moment, secret. 
Yet they finally agreed to negotiate online — via detailed 
texts. 


It will be a hard slog, because as ASEAN made it clear in 
a virtual summit in late June, everything has to be in 
accordance with international law, including the UN 
Convention on the Law of the Seas (UNCLOS). 


If they can all agree on a COC by the end of 2020, a final 
agreement could be approved by ASEAN in mid-2021. 
Historic does not even begin to describe it — because this 
negotiation has been going on for no less than two 
decades. 


Not to mention that a COC invalidates any US pretension 
to secure “freedom of navigation” in an area where 
navigation 1s already free. 


Yet “freedom” was never the issue. In imperial 


terminology, “freedom” means that China must obey and 
keep the South China Sea open to the US Navy. Well, 
that’s possible, but you gotta behave. That’ll be the day 
when the US Navy is “denied” the South China Sea. 
You don’t need to be Mahan to know that’ll mean the 
imperial end of ruling the seven seas. 


In 3rd Intercept This Week, Russia 
Scrambles Fighter Jet Against US Spy Plane 
Over Black Sea 

a 

a. 

by Tyler Durden 


Fri, 07/31/2020 - 23:05 


The tit-for-tat probing of borders and airspace between 
the US and Russia has continued, and now this week 
there's been no less than three Russian intercepts of 
American spy planes over the Black Sea. 


Reuters reports of the latest on Friday: 


The Russian defense ministry said it had sent an Su-27 
fighter plane on Friday to intercept a U.S. surveillance 
plane over the Black Sea, prompting it to change course 
away from the Russian border, Russian news agencies 
reported. 


Two similar incidents were reported earlier this week over 
the Black Sea. 


Su-27 fighter file image via The Aviationist 


Russian MoD statements said there were two American 
military planes, with one likely being a smaller fighter jet 
escort to the larger spy plane. 


"The crew of the Russian jet fighter approached the air 
targets at a safe distance and identified them as a US RC- 
135 US Air Force recon plane and a P-8A US Navy patrol 
plane,"TASS cited military officials as saying. Both sides 
acknowledged the incident took place over neutral 

waters. 


This comes after a spate of such close aerial encounters 
throughout June and July. The past two months have 
witnessed a noticeable uptick. 
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Most close encounters have taken place off Alaska's coast, 
as well as over the Black and Baltic Seas, as well as the 
Mediterranean near Syria, and lately perhaps more rare 
over the Seas of Japan and over the remote Sea 

of Okhotsk just off the Russian far east. 


Alleged Russian Satellite Weapon Test Has Put 
US Space Force On ‘High Alert’ 


&. 


by Tyler Durden 
Sat, 08/01/2020 - 13:30 


FT is out with this alarming and intriguing headline: 


"Russia satellite weapon test reignites space arms race 
fears," and meanwhile FOX writes that the latest 
'mysterious' Russian test of an anti-satellite weapon in 
orbit has put the newly established US Space Force on 
"high alert". 


It was the US Space Command that first made the public 
charge last week of a new experimental Russian weapon 
in orbit: "On July 15, Russia injected a new object into 
orbit from Cosmos 2543," the U.S. Space Force said in 
a statement. "Russia released this object in proximity 
to another Russian satellite, (which was) inconsistent 
with the system's stated mission as an inspector 
satellite." 


Russia has formally denied that it tested anti-satellite 
weapons systems, in what would constitute a first for the 
country. 


However, chief of US Space Command, Gen. John W. 
"Jay" Raymond, asserted this week | is" further 
evidence of Russia's continuing efforts to develop and 
test space-based systems, and consistent with the 
Kremlin's published military doctrine to employ weapons 
that hold the U.S. and allied space assets at risk." 


Here's a review of what's known about the alleged July 15 
test, a "Russia's Cosmos 2543 


satellite appeared to release a projectile near another 
Russian satellite on July 15": 


~ Cosmos 2543 had been flying near a powerful U.S. 
spy satellite before the test. 

- The test may be part of a Russian program to 
develop a space-based anti-satellite weapon that 
could one day be launched from aircraft, the Secure 
World Foundation's Brian Weeden tells me. 

- However, information is sparse, and it's not clear 
exactly where this test fits in within Russia's broader 
capabilities. 

- The test was also similar to another Russian test 
staged in 2017. 


This comes at a moment China is also said to be pursuing 
such offensive capabilities in space, and amid broader 
fears over turning space into a "war-fighting domain". 


"Cosmos 2543, fired a projectile into outer space... the 
first time the U.S. military has publicly alleged an 
instance of a space-based antisatellite weapons 


test"https://t.co/B6lKognshj 


— Air Traffic Control Association: ATCA (@ATCA_now) 
July 27, 2020 


Current talks between US and Russia diplomats over the 
fate of New START in Vienna are said to also be focused 
on preventing the weaponization of space. 


Interestingly, both sides have charged the other with 
maneuvering to try to gain military advantage in space, a 
criticism that particularly came out of Beying and 
Moscow when Trump inaugurated his controversial Space 
Force last year. 


Stunning Satellite Images Of Beirut Blast 
Epicenter 


= 
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by Tyler Durden 

Wed, 08/05/2020 - 16:40 


Close-up satellite 'before and after’ photos have been 
produced by Planet Labs Inc., and republished by CNN, 
of Tuesday afternoon's enormous explosion centered on 
the Beirut port. 


The images confirm every building at the vital port, 
through which the majority of commerce and staples, 
including the nation's grain supply comes, has been 
utterly destroyed. 


BEFORE, via Planet 
Labs/CNN 


—_ 
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Labs/CNN 


AFTER, via Planet 


A huge crater can be seen at the center of the leveled 
port, as CNN explains: 


The diameter of the Beirut crater created by Tuesday's 
explosion appears to be roughly 124 meters — or about 


405 feet, according to a CNN analysis of a Planet Labs, 
Inc. satellite image. 


That distance means the crater is well over a football 
field in length. 


Another angle — before and after: 


Before & 
After#BeirutBlast_Bpic.twitter.com/EuxZngNoNy 


— INTELSky (@Intel_ Sky) August 5, 2020 


The shockwave from the blast, which Lebanese officials 
now estimate left between three and five billion dollars 
worth of damage, resulted in damage to homes up to 
miles away from the blast site. 


Hundreds of thousands are reported to be essentially 
homeless, given entire walls were ripped off residential 
buildings up to a mile away, with windows shattered 
multiple miles away. 


Close-up view from the port toward the downtown Beirut 
area: 


Top Beirut city government official Marwan Abboud told 
AFP: "It resembles what happened in Japan, in Hiroshima 


and Nagasaki," referencing the atomic bombs dropped 
during WWII. 


"In my life, I haven't seen destruction on this scale," he 
said. 


Before and after SkySat imagery shows the impact of 
yesterday’s explosion in Beirut. 


Imagery captured on May 31, 2020 and today, August 5, 
2020. pic.twitter.com/8zCLDOZn4w 


— Planet (@planetlabs) August 5, 2020 


There are a number of shocking clips now circulating 
showing live feeds in progress the moment the blast tore 
through the city. 


Watch as one woman's wedding shoot was disrupted 
by the blast: 


Thankfully, the couple wasunharmed after fleeing for 
cover along with the cameraman. They were later able 
to continue the wedding, though badly shaken by the 
ordeal. 


In another terrifying instance, a BBC interview was in 
progress, when the BBC Arabic 

corresponded appeared to be thrown from her chair 
amid flying debris and screams: 


HISs (gb Apdaceall «(po gill ay yo Gi pal Altes c Lil La yal) la ail## Alaa 
Cog HS 5 yu lasil## (Aetlun 
Beirutpic.twitter.com/N6A4Uszkg Y# 


— BBC News ..2© (@BBCArabic) August 4, 2020 


And watch as a Maronite Catholic priest was serving 
mass the minute the blast went off. 


The worship event was being live-streamed, and was 
reported as being offered for the healing of coronavirus 
patients: 


Priest celebrates live streamed Mass when a massive 
explosion rips through Beirut. 


pic.twitter.com/uvhEW33cFa 
— Norbert Elekes (@NorbertElekes) August 5, 2020 


Chunks of the church's roof are seen falling as the priest 
dashes from the altar and tries to dive for cover. 


Lebanese rescue services are reportedly still digging 
through rubble, looking for survivors or in some cases the 
deceased. 


Future history books will need one chapter just for year 
2020 


alone.#Beirut#BeirutBlastpic.twitter.com/NUeaxdgsxm 
— salman ahmad (@salman6480) August 5, 2020 


The official death toll has risen toat least 135, with over 
5,000 injured, but the number is expected to climb as 


more of the rubble is removed. Families are still searching 
for loved ones reported missing in the wake of the tragedy. 


The Exalted Lamb 1 


2 days ago (edited) 


Just realizing that yesterday's event is shown in the 
Muslim woman crying with her dead boy laying on her(at 
3:13 ), as well as the coming Kilauea eruption & the 
attack/ explosion coming with two U.S. aircraft carriers, 
that I've been chronicling in my videos, as well. These 
scenes in | Pet Goat 2 are multilayered. In fact, 
Lebanon" known in Latin as Mons Libanus, was the 
name of a mountain. Also in Ezekiel 31:3 it says "Behold, | 
will liken you to a cedar in Lebanon (a mountain), with 
fair branches and forest shade, and of great height, its 
top among the clouds. will clothe Lebanon in gloom for it, 
and all the trees of the field shall faint because of it." 


Angela B 2 days ago (edited) 


It happened in Beirut's business district (businessmen), at 
6 pm local time and they stored the aluminum nitrate for 


6 yrs. A phoenix is a mythological bird that cyclically 
regenerates or is otherwise born again. Associated with 
fire and the sun, a phoenix obtains new life by arising 
from the ashes of its predecessor. Typically red and 
yellow. Beirut is the Original Urban Phoenix Legend has it 
that Beirut was rebuilt from the ashes seven times, 
making it an urban phoenix. Article: This phoenix has to 
rise’: new Beirut sculptures represent the power of the 
Lebanese people. There's a book on Amazon called Spirit 
of the Phoenix: Understanding Beirut and the People of 
Lebanon. A few Beirut articles about Phoenix rising from 
the ashes. Ash is shown in this scene. Look up "Beirut 
Ashes" 


First: At all, please read it all carefully, at the end 1 found 
some creepy things with another Dam/breaking Event? 


In some of our german News called "Bild" they have an 
intersting Header for tt: 


"Beirut schreit um Hilfe" with the Numbers Value of: 231, 
105, 309 & 120. 


231 = Bright and Morning Star 
231 = Second coming of Osiris 
231 = Sigil of the Antichrist 

231 = Flattening of the curve 
231 = The calm before the Storm 
231 = Creative Destruction 


231 = This number is the Key (<1191, 1386, 231) 


The Morning star is connected to Sirius >"which appears 
in the sky just before sunrise during the DOG DAYS" 


Sirius 1s known colloquially as the "Dog Star". The 
heliacal rising of Sirius marked the flooding of the Nile in 
Ancient Egypt and the "dog days" of summer for the 
ancient Greeks. 


Interesting 1s the following reference to it: 


The dog days or dog days of summer are the hot, sultry 
days of summer. They were historically the period 
following the heliacal rising of the star system Sirius, 
which Hellenistic astrology connected with heat, drought, 


sudden thunderstorms, lethargy, fever, mad dogs, and bad 
luck. 


Now we come to the Span for this hole thing: 


Various computations of the dog days have placed their 
start anywhere from 3 July to 15 August and lasting for 
anywhere from 30 to 61 days 


Many modern sources in the English-speaking world 
move this still earlier, from July 3 to August 11 


August 11 (8/11...) We must keep an eye at some of the 
coming Dates in August and September (9/5 > 9/7 <||> 
T3517) 


Then 1 found another Hints in this Article Header: 


"Beirut schreit um Hilfe" = JEWISH ORDINAL VALUE 
is 222 / JEWISH VALUE is 969 


222 = A CONTROLLED DEMOLITION / Check 
because yes we knew it was... 


222 = SATANIC CULT OF RELIGION 


969 = Lucifer, Lucifer, Lucifer 


969= Oroville Dam _‘!!! <<< 


OROVILLE DAM LOCATED in California. There is so 
much hidden in this... first 1 found was on Google Maps 
the nearby located 7/11 Store at the Dam... 


1 draw a line in Google Earth from 7/11 to the Dam-Spot 
programmed by Google. 


In Feet it has a Distance of: 16, 444, 84 (at ground) and 
16, 433, 33 (Map) > 444 > 84 Coincidence? never, want 
more...? 


in miles its exactly: 3,11 MILES (311) ... 


Masonicpedia showed us interesting Values and Hints for 
this Dam:! 


Dam-Height: 770 Feet (77) 
Length: 6,920 Feet ( 6,11 > 9/11) 


OPENING DATE !!! May 4, 1968 > 5/4 


Oroville Dam earning it the nickname "the dam that talks 
back" ||| 


THE DAM THAT TALKS BACK / NUMBER VALUES: 
180, 54, 333, 117 !!! 


333 =the State of California 
333 = written in the book of Life 
333 = The Key That Opens All Doors 


It is believed that a ML 5.7 earthquake in the Oroville 
area in 1975 was caused by induced seismicity from the 
weight of the Oroville Dam and reservoir on a local fault 
line. 


57 Again 


Among the notable figures present were California 
governor Ronald Reagan 


Ronald Reagan in Primes = 333 


2013-2015: A Senior Civil Engineer with the Department 
of Water Resources was interviewed by the Sacramento 
Bee and explained: 


“It’s common for spillways to develop a void because of 
the drainage systems under them” <<< VALUE: 329, 400, 
914, 1084 


AAW 


329 =I am the light of the world 


329= the magic cube of saturn 


“There were some patches needed and so we made repairs 
and everything checked out.” <<<VALUE: 318, 348, 705, 
1104 


AN 
348 = False Flag Terror Attack 


348 = Just another Freemason Lie 


From the opening Date May 4, 1968 to August 29, 2020: 
19110 Days (1-911) or 52 Years and 117 Days 


August 29 > (8) + (29) + (20) + (20) = 77, very 
interesting... 


Right on the money Aaron, great work brother. Also The 
tourist ship "Orient Queen", completely submerged. Two 
died and 7 were wounded by the #BeirutBlast. (2+7) = 9 
Jewish Gematria Orient Queen = 604 Birthday = 604 


Jim Cole 2 days ago 


Yesterday | think it was Ken Roberts talking about 
suitcase bombs being planted all over the US. | wonder if 
this event triggers a chain reaction since the men in | pet 
goat wearing suits are also carrying suitcases. 


The Exalted Lamb 1 


2 days ago 


Yes. Ultimately, many major cities in the U.S. will be 
destroyed by similar weaponry, that is already place 


there. In addition, | am saying by Sept. 13th, which is 40. 


Trump Calls Beirut Explosion "A Terrible Attack - 
A Bomb Of Some Kind" After Briefed By 
Generals 


& 

a. 

by Tyler Durden 

Wed, 08/05/2020 - 05:50 


Lebanon's health ministry has raised the death toll to 
over 73 killed, including 3,700 wounded, after late 


afternoon a blast centered on Beirut's port unleashed a 
massive seismic shock and explosion that leveled an 
entire district of the city and was felt as far away as 
Cyprus in the Mediterranean. 


Later in the evening Lebanon's Prime Minister announced 
that the explosions were caused by an estimated 2,750 
tons of ammonium nitrate left unsecured for 6 years in 
a warehouse. This came on the heels of a formal Israeli 
denial that it had anything to do with it, which also 
seemed be echoed by Hezbollah officials. 


With the official consensus growing that the massive 
explosion was horrible accident due to neglect, President 
Trump's words on the tragedy once again presented that it 
could be something more. He said early in the evening 
that after meeting with top military commanders: "They 
seem to think it was an attack. It was a bomb of some 
kind." 
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This after speculation and conspiracy theories were 
rampant throughout the day. After all it is Lebanon, which 
has witnessed decades of bombings, war, and covert 
intrigue, also as it borders Israel, war-torn Syria, as well 
as a corner of the Golan Heights. And the blast was so 
overwhelming in its force, destroying homes up to ten 
miles away, local residents 

, especially given it briefly blocked out the 
sun and a mete cloud hovered over the city. 


The president further said that it"Jooks like a terrible 
attack" — leaving people to again question whether 
there's intelligence he's seen that points to an attack or 
bombing. According to the AFP: 


Trump says military experts tell him Beirut blast a 'bomb 
of some kind". 


"It was a bomb of some kind, yes''— he emphasized 
when questioned on it. 


Without providing any evidence, President Trump claims 
the explosion in #Beirut is a result of an attack. 


This contradicts the official statement of the Lebanese 


prime minister. @akhbarpic.twitter.com/QbfiS6DN68 
— Jenan Moussa (@jenanmoussa) August 4, 2020 


His remarks were made during a Tuesday evening address 
to reporters: 


Trump said he had been briefed by “our great generals” 
and that they “seem to feel” that the explosion was not 
an accident. 


"According to them — they would know better than I 
would — but they seem to think it was an attack," Trump 
told reporters at the White House. "It was a bomb of 
some kind." 


This has caused Israeli officials to be vehement in their 
denials that it could have been the result of Israeli attack, 
amid recent tensions with Hezbollah along Lebanon's 
southern border: 


Israeli military sources tell Israeli 10 News reporter: Israel 
didn't bomb Beirut. The explosion did not occur in a 
Hezbollah weapons depot. This was not a security-related 


event. https://t.co/hgDXFVxZdH 
— Elizabeth Tsurkov (@Elizrael) August 4, 2020 


Did Trump just reveal classified information? Was he 
merely speculating like everyone else? 


Are his words based on legitimate intelligence 
information which contradicts the official story that it was 
an accident? It remains that he specifically invoked "our 
great generals" when citing the information. 


So the President of the United States is (1) once again 
publicly revealing highly sensitive national security 
information; or (2) needlessly exacerbating an already 
tense and fraught reaction to a tragedy—or both. 


Must be Tuesday... https://t.co/OvA7Xs7Vvw 
— Steve Viadeck (@steve_vladeck) August 4, 2020 


It will be interesting to see if the Pentagon issues a 
follow-up in the wake of the president's unexpected 
comments. 


Meanwhile Beirut has been declared a ‘disaster zone' by 
Lebanon's defense council, with countries around the 
world pledging emergency aid. 


The actual moment when a massive explosion rocked 
#Lebanon’s capital city 


#Beirutpic.twitter.com/ZHEpxeTJYC 
— eurochan.org (@eurochandotorg) August 4, 2020 


Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has also pledged aid 
after the "horrible tragedy". 


The US Embassy in Lebanon was warned American 
citizens and residents in the surrounding area of the 
potential for toxic gases and chemicals in the air. 


"There are reports of toxic gases released in the 
explosion so all in the area should stay indoors and 
wear masks if available," the embassy said on its 
website. 


‘It's Like Hiroshima’: Terrifying Seismic Shock 
From Blast Devastates Beirut 
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by Tyler Durden 
Tue, 08/04/2020 - 19:37 


summary: 


- BREAKING: Lebanese Prime Minister says Beirut 
explosions caused by an estimated 2,750 tons of 
ammonium nitrate left unsecured for 6 years ina 
warehouse 

- Same chemical compound in Oklahoma City 
bombing 

- atleast 70 people killed, over 3,000 injured; death 
toll rising by the hour 

. ten firefighters still missing 

- sprawling port area utterly destroyed 

- widespread damage observed across city 

- exact cause of explosion still officially unknown 

- Lebanon's interior minister links blast to ammonium 
nitrate improperly stored in a warehouse at the port 

- Shockwave and explosion so large that terrified 
residents thought they were under nuclear attack 

- Countries sending international emergency aid 

. Large parts of city plunged into darkness this evening 


- Overwhelmed hospitals are treating patients in 
parking lots 

- Head of Lebanon’s Red Cross George Kettani told 
broadcaster Mayadeen: “There are victims and 
casualties everywhere - in all the streets and areas 
near and far from the explosion.” 

- Beirut City Governor Marwan Aboud said: "Beirut is 
a disaster city and the scale of the damage is 
enormous’ and called the blast a "national disaster 
akin to Hiroshima." 


BREAKING: Lebanese Prime Minister says #Beirut 
explosions caused by an estimated 2,750 tons of 
ammonium nitrate left unsecured for 6 years in a 
warehouse. He vows to punish officials responsible. 50+ 
dead, 3,000 injured, hospitals overwhelmed. 


— Bill Neely (@BillNeelyNBC) August 4, 2020 


Massive Explosion Lebanon c 
#Beirut#Lebanonpic.twitter.com/jc Y SftmJd4 


— Business2News (@Business2N) August 4, 2020 


Unbelievable new footage of moment powerful 
shockwave unleashed continuing to emerge: 


Cops JS alalS 2M ge (gts Lol! 


pic.twitter.com/nmeCsTOCws 


— Lay (@layymoune) August 4, 2020 


View the devastated docks from the south west: 


And more: 


This guy was easily 1.5 to 2 miles 
away! !#Beirutpic.twitter.com/MKtp32nvqx 


— Its skagg (@ltsSkagg) August 4, 2020 


I have never seen such a horrible 


scene#PrayForLebanon#Beirutpic.twitter.com/bgstS X80x 
t 


— Moin Lone (@MoinLone6) August 4, 2020 


update-3: Beirut's economically vital port appears to be 
utterly destroyed. Early reports cited at least 400 wounded 
and dozens killed, with local hospitals overwhelmed. 
While Lebanese government officials initially identified a 
fireworks depot at the site of the largest explosion in 
Lebanon's history (even over years and decades of prior 
wars), it's now being widely reported that Ammonium 
Nitrate, a very explosive compound and commonly 
used as a high-nitrogen fertilizer, was being stored at 
the location. 


- BEIRUT BLAST CAUSED BY AMMONIUM NITRATE: 
INTERIOR MINISTER 

- LEBANON HEALTH MINISTER SAYS AT LEAST 27 
KILLED IN BLAST 

» LEBANON HEALTH MINISTER SAYS “THOUSANDS' 
INJURED FROM BLAST 


Beirut port after explosion. 


Fully destroyed. Too much bodies to count. 


#beirutexplosion@akhbarpic.twitter.com/TYMVx0WZV 
O 


— Jenan Moussa (@jenanmoussa) August 4, 2020 


Already officials are lashing out, accusing Beirut port 
and government authorities of negligence: 


Moeen Hamza, who heads Lebanon's Council for 
Scientific Research, blames pure "negligence" for the 
Beirut port explosion in an interview aired on Al-Jadeed. 


The confiscated store of what is believed to have been 
ammonium nitrate should have been monitored around 
the clock. 


— Alison Meuse (@AliTahmizian) August 4, 2020 


The disaster is expected to further plunge Lebanon deeper 
into economic crisis, which it's been suffering for much of 
the past year. 


The grain silo just west of warehouse 12 appears to be at 
risk of imminent structural collapse. I'm honestly 
surprised it is still standing. pic.twitter.com/PikKqkPOANVv 


— The Intel Crab (@IntelCrab) August 4, 2020 


Videos continue to emerge showing the surreal scale and 
impact of the blast. 


Dash cam footage of #Beirut explosion 
pic.twitter.com/Ctsg7aHDG7 


— Beastbahi (@beastbahi) August 4, 2020 
Widespread speculation continues, given the explosion 


was so large it appears to have taken out a whole district 
of the city. 


That is not what a "fireworks explosion" looks like. 


https://t.co/nAFOnidza0 
— Alison Meuse (@AliTahmizian) August 4, 2020 


My city Beirut after the explosion. What a tragedy. It's too 
much to bear 


@@ @akhbarpic.twitter.com/2GVePyZMOT 
— Jenan Moussa (@jenanmoussa) August 4, 2020 


KOK 


update-2: Amid widespread speculation and multiple 
theories over what could have produced late 

afternoon blast of such magnitude, both Hezbollah and 
Israel have formally denied that it was the result of a 
missile or military attack. 


Russian media reports have cited Israeli broadcasters to 
Say: 


Israel has nothing to do with the massive explosion that 
rocked Beirut on 4 August, the country's parliamentary 
TV channel has announced. 


Lebanese state sources have pointed to a large fireworks 
depot going up in flames, then detonating. However, there 
remain competing claims and speculation. 


This is horrific, and the clearest video I’ve seen so far of 
what seems to have happened in Beirut. There’s a smaller 
fire involving what seems to be fireworks first, and then 


everything goes up. pic.twitter.com/qsEmH1IbUi 
— Rachael Venables (@rachaelvenables) August 4, 2020 


Local authorities have yet to assess and produce a death 
toll, which is tragically expected to be high. 


I’m in tears @Mom is at the hospital with her friend 
because she injured her eye and lost a finger or two 


©@Q)O Hope everyone is okay 


>= pic.twitter.com/iHLhprGZ06 
— PJ (@PyjamaBoii) August 4, 2020 
Iconic parts of the city appear to be devastated. 


Import to note amidst confusion, chaos & conspiracy 
theories. 


So far: 

¢ #Israel has denied involvement 

¢ #Lebanon General Intel Director stated chemicals where 
stored in the port after seizure from ship 


Only thing confirmed thus far is the tragic magnitude of 
destruction pic.twitter.com/gXliPwRi69 


— Firas Maksad (@FirasMaksad) August 4, 2020 


The Lebanese Red Cross has issued an urgent appeal for 
blood donations inside Lebanon. 


KOK OK 


update: It appears confirmed that the source of the 
massive blast that rocked Beirut and grabbed the world's 
attention was centered on a fireworks depot. Mideast 
war correspondent Jenan Moussa reports: 


Beirut governor Marwan Aboud calls the explosion a 
‘national disaster akin to Hiroshima.’ 


The explosion could be seen and felt for dozens of miles 
around the Lebanese capital, leaving onlookers in shock. 
It was so massive a small mushroom cloud could be seen 
over the city, and it was felt in Cyprus. 


Just received from a colleague in Lebanon. 
#Beirutpic.twitter.com/k30AzGWMwv 


— Charles Lawley .JsY jis (@CharlesLawley) August 4, 
2020 


However, some Lebanese broadcasters in the early 
mayhem and confusion cited possible"missile" impact, 
though this increasingly doesn't appear to be the case. 
There appear to be multiple, possibly scores, of dead 
and wounded. 


- HEALTH MIN SAYS BEIRUT BLAST DUE TO 
FIREWORKS DEPOT: JAZEERA 

- DOZENS INJURED IN BEIRUT EXPLOSION: LEBANESE 
RED CROSS TO LBC 


Hospitals are reportedly already overwhelmed: 


Hospitals in #Beirut turning away injured people with 
blood streaming down their faces because they're too full 
or damaged to take them in 


pic.twitter.com/HSXzwCBICP 
— Maya Gebeily (@GebeilyM) August 4, 2020 


Beirut is like war zone at the moment. The number of 
people died is unknown. There is a massive destruction in 
the city. 


Our prayers are with Lebanese brothers and sisters. 
#Beirut#Lebanonpic.twitter.com/sVNIWVSxc2 


— Selami Haktan (Eng) (@slmhktn_eng) August 4, 2020 


CNN is reporting that homes up to ten kilometres away 
were damaged, with windows shattered and widespread 
destruction across large swathes of Beirut. 


These explosions in #Beirut a few minutes back are not 
nuclear for sure - but the force is almost kiloton level. 
Look at the shockwaves. Thoughts with my friends in 


Beirut and their families pic.twitter.com/OMi0yOwWNx7 
— Abhijit lyer-Mitra (@lyervval) August 4, 2020 


A number of local residents on social media were worried 
they had just been hit by a mini-nuke, though it's 
increasingly being verified that the source was a fireworks 
depot on the port. 


Some are still suggesting a bomb may have hit the area: 
Lebanon bombed. My House bombed . I am bleeding 
— Anchal Vohra (@anchalvohra) August 4, 2020 

The blast was felt as far away as Cyprus. 


A devastating pic taken by @FaresHalabi showing the 
Mar Mkhayel neighborhood in Beirut after the explosion. 


C19 wlitinual©)@akhbarpic.twitter.com/taxStRAPhL 


— Jenan Moussa (@jenanmoussa) August 4, 2020 
* ok ok 
A powerful blast has just rocked the Lebanese capital of 


Beirut. The cause of the massive explosion is as yet 
unknown. 


But multiple social media videos from various angles 
shows it happened during daylight hours Tuesday, in the 
late afternoon or early evening local time. 


Images show that a massive shockwave flashed over the 
city, followed by an immense fireball that appeared 
several stories high. 


pic.twitter.com/neicDdmwCI Es#OO@ oi als 
— Edwin Azzi (@Edwinazzi) August 4, 2020 


It happened near Beirut's port and there are unverified 
reports of a secondary explosion as well. 


Stunning video shows explosions just minutes ago at 
Beirut port pic.twitter.com/ZjltFOVcTr 


— Borzou Daragahi [|] (@borzou) August 4, 2020 


Lebanese media is currently speculating that a large 
fireworks depot exploded, given it's in the vicinity of an 
area where firecrackers are known to be stored. 


Huge explosion in Beirut. Cause unknown. Secondary 
blast too. https://t.co/e4r2iZOSzK 


— Bill Neely (@BillNeelyNBC) August 4, 2020 


It's as yet unknown how many casualties have resulted as 
no doubt a massive emergency response is underway. 


Indeed close-up images just before the larger blast shows 
a large complex on fire, with either ammunition or 
fireworks going off, followed by the intense shockwave. 


The AP describes the aftermath: 


The explosion appeared to be centered around Beirut’s 
port and caused wide scale destruction and shattered 
windows miles away. 


An Associated Press photographer near Beirut’s port 
witnessed people wounded on the ground and 
widespread destruction in central Beirut. 


Some local TV stations reported the blast was at Beirut’s 
port inside an area where firecrackers were stored. 


It's reported caused widespread damage in all surrounding 
neighborhoods. 


From a friend in #beirutpic.twitter.com/XAKSmUOau5 
— Alia Malek dilulle (@AliaMalek) August 4, 2020 


Lately the southern Lebanese border has been scene of 
brief fighting between the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) 
and Hezbollah. 


Friend just forwarded me this video of the explosion, not 
sure who is filming but this this is awful 


#Beirutpic.twitter.com/jMgDc8qBIZ 
— Jasmine El-Gamal (@jasmineelgamal) August 4, 2020 


Tel Aviv has recently warned Lebanon that it will be held 
responsible for any Hezbollah aggression. 


developing... 


Up To 300,000 Left Homeless In Beirut After 
Blast Collapsed Walls Miles Away 


a 
a. 
by Tyler Durden 

Wed, 08/05/2020 - 13:55 


After Tuesday's deadly blast in Beirut which Lebanon's 
PM linked to 2,750 tons of ammonium nitrate which had 
unsafely sat in storage on the port going back to 2013, the 
governor of Beirut has estimated the damage is so 
pervasive throughout the city as to have left hundreds of 
thousands homeless. 
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Within a one mile radius, entire sides of residential 


buildings were ripped off. Getty Images 


During a press conference the governor of 

Lebanon Marwan Abboud described while fighting back 
tears during a live press briefing that the two explosions 
that left 100 dead and over 4,000 injured unleashed at 
least three billion dollars in damage, devastating up to 
half the city. 


"I took a tour of Beirut, the damage can amount to 
between three and five billion dollars," Abboud estimated. 
And he said that it's likely up to 300,000 residents of the 


city were left homeless, given in many cases entire walls 
of buildings were ripped out by the seismic blast 
shockwave. 
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Total devastation 


Partially collapsed 
buildings, people 
including kids injured 
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Homes damaged, 
windows blown out 


Regional media reported of 
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"Almost half of Beirut is destroyed or damaged," he 
estimated, with 250,000 to 300,000 people finding 
themselves homeless. 


"Maybe more," Abboud added while discussion the 
billions in damage, which also crucially took out the 
entirety of the city's economically vital port. 


Before and after images from the #explosion that 
happened in #Beirut, #Lebanon on August 4, 2020. 
Before image from June 2020 and after image from today, 
August 5, 2020. More imagery showing the devastation 


will follow. pic.twitter.com/dfj4ItyT XL 
— Maxar Technologies (@Maxar) August 5, 2020 


The blast force 1s being widely estimated in international 
reports as being one-fifth the size of Hiroshima. 


Lebanon's president has declared a two week state of 
emergency and has put port authority officials under 
house arrest while pending an investigation. 


Video: Footage posted on social media shows a close-up 
view of the warehouse area that exploded in Beirut, along 
with the fire and smaller blasts that led up to the larger 


explosion. pic.twitter.com/FqyTiJkFU] 
— Evan Kohlmann (@IntelTweet) August 4, 2020 


It's clear from widely shared footage showing multiple 
angles of the enormous blast, the biggest in Lebanon's 


history, that buildings and homes within the immediate 
few kilometres of the epicenter were leveled, and across 
almost the entirety of the capital city windows were 
shattered, balconies blown off, and sides of buildings 
damaged. 


"Tsunami Of Rage": Lebanon Braces For Mass 
Protests Over Blast, Economy In Free Fall 


by Tyler Durden 
Fri, 08/07/2020 - 13:35 
TwitterFacebookRedditEmail 


Print 


Lebanon is bracing itself for a return to the massive 
demonstrations and riots which gripped the streets for 
much of last year, leading to closures of highways, banks, 
and public buildings. Like the years-long banking crisis, 
the government is seen as directly responsible for this 
week's epic tragedy. 


Already Thursday night small, sporadic angry protests 
popped up downtown areas of Beirut. It's expected that 
following ongoing searches of rubble, as well as funerals 
for the over 135 killed, and initial clean-up efforts of a 


capital city covered in glass, mass demonstrations are 
expected to explode. 


Yes people are angry tonight in #Beirut - what does the 
government expect? 


We basically have been living on a ticking time bomb in 
this city for the past 6 years with 2,750 tons of ammonium 
nitrate impounded in Beirut's port since 2014. 


#Lebanonpic.twitter.com/otpdK GC2Xz 


— Luna Safwan - Olga boJ(@LunaSafwan) August 6, 
2020 


It was already a country on the brink, but the Tuesday 
blast centered on the port which had such force as to be 
compared to a mini-nuke has reportedly displaced 
300,000 people - many of which saw entire walls of their 
homes ripped out - already in a dire situation of huge 
unemployment especially among young people, 
skyrocketing inflation, and a banking system teetering 
on collapse, which already saw closures for weeks at a 
time over the past year. 


There's also of course the COVID-19 crisis which has not 
abated yet. But even before pandemic shutdowns in 
Lebanon the World Bank projecteda whopping 45% of 
the population would be below the poverty line by the 
end of 2020. 


Thus anger at widespread government corruption and 
ineptitude was already swelling before it was revealed 
that the government allowed 2,750 metric tons of 
ammonium nitrate to be left in unsafe conditions right on 
the doorstep of populous residential areas. 


It's difficult to see how the #BeirutExplosion will not lead 
to huge national demonstrations in the coming weeks. 
Over the past 5 yrs, far less dramatic symptoms of govt 
failure brought thousands of ppl to the streets. Today, a 
tsunami of rage is gathering. 


— Elias Muhanna (@QifaNabki) August 5, 2020 


One Middle East analyst and US-based professor, Elias 
Muhanna, aptly described that ''a tsunami of rage" is 
gathering and about to be unleashed across the country. 


Recall too how earlier this year and into last year it's 
believed a record 25% of the entire population (of 
nearly seven million people) was on the streets 
protesting at one point. 


Every day a new video emerges documenting the massive 
#BeirutExplosion from different angle. 


This one taken from a jetski offshore during the explosion 
- you can hear the voice of a man shouting for a woman 
named Salma asking her to jump. 


pic.twitter.com/LuJ2zwRAtl 


— Luna Safwan - Olga boJ(@LunaSafwan) August 7, 
2020 


This at the height of the banking and currency crisis 

which saw unprecedented restrictions put on patrons of 
banks: they couldn't draw from their own savings 

accounts on fears of a run on cash (specifically the dollar), 
and had strict controls put on external transfers out of the 
country. This as the local Lebanese lira had effectively 
collapsed. 


Lebanese officials estimate that the explosion resulted in 
between three and five billion dollars worth of destruction. 
Currently international aid is en route, including at least 
three cargo planes worth of emergency aid from the 
United States. 


Multiple countries have also sent emergency teams to set 
up makeshift clinics at local stadiums, given the over 
5,000 wounded in the blast are still being treated. 


Lebanese President: We Will Investigate “Possible 
External Interference" In Historic Beirut Blast 


a 
a. 
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With more than 3,000 Beirut families now homeless, and 
more than 150 have officially been declared death as the 
search for remains over the massive blast site continues, 
Lebanese President Michel Aoun said Friday that an 
official government probe would look into the "possibility 
of external interference", including the possibility that the 
explosion was triggered 


"The cause has not been determined yet. There is a 
possibility of external interference through a rocket or 
bomb or other act,” President Michel Aoun said in 
comments carried by local media and confirmed by his 
office, per Reuters. 


Meanwhile, thousands of Beirutis took to the streets last 
night to protest the government's apparent incompetence. 
Some hurled stones at police while others mourned the 
descent into anarchy. 


The small crowd, some hurling stones, marked a return to 
the kind of protests that had become a feature of life in 
Beirut, as Lebanese watched their savings evaporate and 
currency disintegrate, while government decision-making 
floundered. 


“There is no way we can rebuild this house. Where is the 
state?” Tony Abdou, an unemployed 60-year-old. 


His family home is in Gemmayze, a district that lies a few 
hundred metres from the port warehouses where 2,750 
tonnes of highly explosive ammonium nitrate was stored 
for years, a ticking time bomb near a densely populated 
area. 


A security source and local media previously said the fire 
that caused the blast was ignited by warehouse welding 
work. 


Lebanon has promised a full investiation, and 16 people 
have already been arrested. But many fear that those taken 
into custody are merely scapegoats for government 
incompetence. 


The government has promised a full investigation. State 
news agency NNA said 16 people were taken into custody. 


But for many Lebanese, the explosion was symptomatic 
of years of neglect by the authorities while corruption 
thrived. 


Officials have said the blast, whose seismic impact was 
recorded hundreds of miles (kilometres) away, might have 
caused losses amounting to $15 billion - a bill the country 
cannot pay when it has already defaulted on its mountain 
of national debt, exceeding 150% of economic output, and 


talks about a lifeline from the International Monetary 
Fund have stalled. 


Theories that the explosion was precipitated by a missile 
or a bomb have been summarily dismissed, due to both a 
purported preponderance of evidence to the contrary 
(video of the scene clearly shows a fire and several 
explosions in the warehouse precipitating the explosion), 
and the readiness of international terror groups and 
foreign governments to deny responsibility for the attack. 
But there's still so much left unknown, and Lebanon's 
apparent disinterest in pursuing the Russian businessman 
whose seized cache of ammonium nitrate caused the 
explosion has led to more questions. 


To be sure, negligence, or a tragic accident, would also be 
examined as probable causes. Reuters reported, citing 
anonymous sources close to the Lebanese government, 
that an initial probe has blamed negligence pertaining to 
the storage of the explosive material. 


But the US has previously said it has not ruled out an 
attack. Israel, which has fought several wars with 
Lebanon, has also previously denied it had any role. 


As we explained earlier this week, a 2,500-ton cache of 
ultravolatile ammonium nitrate had been stored in a 
waterfront warehouse by the Lebanese government after it 
was seized from a foreign ship back in 2013. 


For years, several port authorities (some of whom are 
now under house arrest as the government starts its 
investigation/hunt for a scapegoat) reportedly warned the 
government about the dangers associated with the 
chemical cash, and urged them to find a way to dispose of 
it - even if it meant handing it out to Lebanese farmers to 
spread over their crops. 


And the almost unbelievable story of how the explosive 
substance got there has emerged. It's centered on a 
derelict and leaking vessel leased by a Russian 
businessman living in Cyprus. In 2013 the man identified 
as Igor Grechushkin, was paid $1 million to transport the 
high-density ammonium nitrate to the port of Beira in 
Mozambique. That's when the ship, named the 

Rhosus, left the Black Sea port of Batumi, in Georgia. 


But amid mutiny by an unpaid crew, a hole in the ship's 
hull, and constant legal troubles, the ship never made it. 
Instead, 1t entered the port of Beirut where it was 
impounded by Lebanese authorities over severe safety 
issues, during which time the ammonium nitrate was 
transferred off, and the largely Ukrainian crew was 
prevented from disembarking, leading to a brief 
international crisis among countries as Kiev sought the 
safe return of its nationals. 


Meanwhile, Igor Grechushkin - believed to still be living 
in Cyprus - reportedly simply abandoned the dangerously 


subpar vessel he leased, as well as its crew, never to be 
heard from again. 


The ammonium nitrate was supposed to be auctioned off, 
but this never happened. Apparently exasperated customs 
and dock officials even suggested Lebanese farmers could 
simply spread it across their fields for a good crop yield. 
But not even this simple solution was heeded, nor 
proposals to give it to the Lebanese Army. 


[...] 


Meanwhile, the fate of the man originally at the center 
of the saga, whose decision to simply abandon the 
leaky ammonium nitrate laden ship in the first place, 
remains somewhat of a mystery and is now largely 
being overlooked in international media reports. Strangely, 
it doesn't even appear that Lebanese law enforcement is 
eager to talk to him just yet. 


Cypriot media is saying Igor Grechushkin is not a Cypriot 
passport holder but 1s indeed residing in the EU country. 
Local authorities have indicated they are ready to 
bring him in for questioning, but they haven't received 
a request from either Lebanese authorities or Interpol. 
Cypriot police spokesman Christos Andreou announced 
Thursday: “We have already contacted Interpol Beirut 
and expressed our readiness to provide them with any 


assistance they need, if and when our assistance is 
requested.” 


An initial government "probe" blamed negligence related 
to storage of the explosive material. And with more 
Beirutis taking to the streets to demand an answer, we're 
curious to see how the government handles the process as 
it seeks to preserve what little credibility it has left. 


American Fishing Vessels Spooked As Russian Nuclear 
Submarine Surfaces Near Alaska 
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Though American and its European allies are quite used 
to by now Russian drills occurring in places like the Black 
and Baltic Seas, and even in the Eastern Mediterranean 
off Syria's coast, on Thursday into Friday the Russian 
navy conducted military games near Alaska, in a first 
such instance since the Soviet Union. 


The military games took place in the Bering Sea and 
surprisingly involved over 50 warships and some 40 
aircraft. The significant size given the location will 
surely be seen as a provocation by Washington, in a 
region which over the past year has seen multiple 


NORAD jets scrambled to intercept Russian long-range 
bombers coming too near Alaska's coast. 


Illustrative file image, via TASS 


“We are holding such massive drills there for the first 
time ever,” Russia’s navy chief, Adm. Nikolai 
Yevmenov said in an official statement. 

The AP reports that the timeline of the exercises remains 
unclear, and they could be ongoing possibly through the 
weekend. It's broadly part of a Russian military initiative 
to better secure the Arctic region and to "protect its 
resources," as the AP notes. 


U.S. Northern Command @ a 
@USNorthernCmd 
The HQ of @NORADCommand and @USNorthernCmd are 
closely monitoring the Russian submarine that surfaced near 
Alaska today. We closely track vessels of interest, including 


foreign military naval vessels, in our area of responsibility. 
5:52 PM - Aug 27, 2020 @ 


© 907 © 644 people are Tweeting about this 


“We are building up our forces to ensure the economic 
development of the region,” the Ministry of Defense 
statement said. “We are getting used to the Arctic 
spaces.” 


Interestingly and certainly provocatively both the Omsk 
nuclear submarine and the Varyag missile cruiser 
took part in the games, reportedly launching cruise 
missiles at targets as part of the exercises. 


WSLETTER VIDEO DONATE ADVERTISE MANIFESTO RSS 


A Russian submarine surfaced near Alaska on Thursday 
during a Russian war game exercise, U.S. military officials said. 


Russian submarine surfaces near Alaska during war exercise 


A Russian submarine surfaced near Alaska on Thursday during a Russian 
war game exercise, U.S. military officials said. 
& stripes.com 


9:25 PM - Aug 27, 2020 @ 
© 62 © 64 people are Tweeting about this 


NORAD says it's closely monitoring as is the US Coast 
Guard, the latter which was actually tipped off by US 
fishing vessels which were stunned to apparently 
observe military activity. 

The Moscow Times also confirms that area fishing 
vessels actually witnessed a Russian nuclear submarine 
surfacing - something highly unusual: 

A Russian nuclear submarine has surfaced near Alaska 
during navy exercises, spooking American commercial 


fishing vessels in the area, the U.S. military said early 
Friday. 

Russia’s Defense Ministry announced Thursday that its 
nuclear-powered cruise missile submarine Omsk and 
missile cruiser Varyag fired at targets in the Bering Sea 
as part of its “Ocean Shield 2020” drills. Alaskan media 
reported that local pollock fishermen had a close 
encounter with the Russian vessels. 


File image via Trident Seafoods 


The ultra-rare event of the Omsk nuclear sub surfacing 
is something that even NATO intelligence is not often 
able to observe and document. 
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|* Kekur Sevuchiy Kamen (Sea Lion Rock) and Kamni Bobrovyye (Sea Otter Rocks) lie just off the north coast of Ostrov Mednyy. 


Names are not necessarily authoritative 


“We were notified by multiple fishing vessels that were 
operating out the Bering Sea that they had come 
across these vessels and were concerned,” a US Coast 
Guard statement said Thursday. 


Sweden Invades Tourist Island, Fearing Nearby Russian 
War Games 
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Authored by Jason Ditz via AntiWar.com, 

Sweden is rapidly militarizing Gotland, an island with 
value mostly in tourism, putting more ground troops on 
the island and warships in the area after Russian 
naval exercises in the Black Sea, which they interpreted 
as a regional threat. 

Both NATO and Russia have been holding exercises on 
the island, and while there is no indication Gotland is in 
any way a target, it seems Sweden is taking this 
opportunity to bulk up its military presence along the 
coast. 


Paes in honda a etnaten a Gotland via AP. 


"Holiday makers in Sweden heading out Tuesday to enjoy 
summer weather on Gotland, a scenic island in the Baltic 
Sea, were jolted when armored personnel carriers and 
other military vehicles boarded their tourist ferry, 
which was then escorted by Swedish fighter jets and a 
warship," The New York Times described this week. 


In addition to being a tourist destination, Gotland 1s also a 
strategically important site, often referred to as 
Sweden’s “fixed aircraft carrier.” 


The Swedish military deployed four naval warships and 
an unspecified number of ground forces and warplanes in 
response to a major Russian naval exercise that has set off 
alarms regionally. 
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Picturesque Gotland island, file image 


The only real connection is that Gotland is across the 
Baltic from Kaliningrad, a Russian exclave which has 
hosted some of the naval exercises. 


While Russia wants to emphasize its naval readiness, that 
probably doesn’t mean ambitions in Scandinavia. 
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Sweden’s largest island, Gotland was briefly occupied by 
Russian forces in 1808 during the Finnish War. Sweden 
repelled the Russians less than a month later. The island 
has not been contested since. 


Russian Troops Active In Belarus War Games As 
Putin Unveils "Law Enforcement Reserve" Standing 
By 
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Early this week the US State Department said there were 
no signs that Russia's military plans to intervene in 
ongoing chaotic events in Belarus where swelling protests 
in the tens of thousands have brought Minsk to a standstill 
as opposition activists and strikers demand 26-year 

ruling President Alexander Lukashenko step down, or at 
least hold "fair" and not "rigged" elections. 

As of last Monday Deputy Secretary of State Stephen 
Biegun said there were no indications to suggest Moscow 
planned to intervene in the political crisis, which many 
see as resembling the 2014 crisis in Ukraine where the 
country was split between pro-EU and pro-Russian 
factions and interests. 

That assessment might have changed by end of the week, 
as regional headlines have confirmed Russia's military is 
assisting Belarus in conducting war games on 
Thursday, Friday, and into next week. 


Belarus is hosting 10-day war games amid the crisis, 
via Moskva News Agency/Moscow Times. 


What's more 1s that President Putin announced that a new 
Russian "reserve force" has been established 
specifically to potentially respond to the deteriorating 
security situation in neighboring Belarus. 

As independent Moscow Times explains: 

Russian and Belarusian recon troops conducted joint 
assault exercises Thursday, the day that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin announced the formation of 

a “law enforcement reserve” standing by in case anti- 
government protests escalate in Belarus. 


And the report says further of the war games which has 
Russian participation that, "The exercises are part of the 
10-day international army games that Belarus hosts at an 
army base in Brest on the Polish border amid ongoing 
protests against the re-election of President Alexander 
Lukashenko. A unit from outside Moscow represents a 
team of Russian reconnaissance soldiers at the games." 
Recall that Lukashenko has not only repeatedly claimed 
"NATO is at the gates" while mobilizing Belarusian 
troops to the border (something which NATO has denied), 
but he's also touted that Moscow stands ready to militarily 
support him should the government come under attack 
from within or without. 


"Putin said Thursday that he created the reserve of 
Russian personnel from unknown units at 
Lukashenko's request," The Moscow Times continues. 
Currently, it doesn't appear either Russia or NATO has 
the stomach to see the Belarusian crisis spiral out of 
control into an internationalized standoff or conflict in the 
way that Ukraine did. 


But at moment, as Washington and NATO are 
increasingly accused of sponsoring another "color 
revolution", the situation remains highly volatile and 
unpredictable. 


UAE And Israel Plan To Create Intelligence Bases On 
Yemen’s Socotra Island 


&. 
by Tyler Durden 
Sat, 08/29/2020 - 20:00 


TwitterFacebookRedditEmai|Print 


By South Front 

Israel and the United Arab Emirates are going to create a 
military intelligence-gathering infrastructure on Yemen’s 
Socotra Island, according to Arab and French sources. 


The 3,650km%2 island, located south of the Yemeni 
mainland in the Indian Ocean, overlooks the Bab al- 
Mandab Strait. The straight is a sea route chokepoint 
between the Horn of Africa and the Middle East, 
connecting the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and Arabian 
Sea. Most exports of oil and natural gas from the Persian 
Gulf that transit the Suez Canal or the SUMED Pipeline 
pass through both the Bab el-Mandeb and the Strait of 
Hormuz. 


Since the start of the Saudi-led intervention in Yemen, the 
UAE, formally a Saudi ally, and the UAE-backed 
Southern Transitional Council, a Yemeni separatist 
movement that is formally allied with the Saudi-backed 
government in Aden, have established control over most 
of Socotra Island. For years, the UAE has been seeking to 


annex the island due to its strategic location. The collapse 
of the Yemeni statehood due to the years-long instability 
and the foreign intervention paved a way for more direct 
actions. The creation of a military infrastructure there is a 
logical step in this strategy. 


According to reports, a delegation of Israeli and UAE 
officers recently visited the island and examined several 
locations for establishing the planned intelligence 
facilities. Earlier in August, the UAE and Israel with 
assistance from the United States reached a historical 
peace agreement relaunching diplomatic, economic and 
even military cooperation between the states on the 
highest level. The security and military cooperation in the 
Bab al-Mandab Strait was among the expected goals. 


Arab and Iranian media allege that in 2016 Israel started 
building an intelligence-gathering base at the top of 
Mount Ambassaira, south of the Eritrean capital of 
Asmara. The base, according to reports, 1s designed to 
monitor the conflict in Yemen, as well as the naval 
situation in the region, including movements of Iranian 
naval forces. 


The UAE, thanks to its support to the Southern 
Transitional Council, has already changed the balance of 
power in southern Yemen to its favor. If, additionally to 
this, Abu Dhabi succeeds in turning the Socotra Island 
into its outpost, the UAE will have all chances to shift the 
balance of power to its own favor even further. 


The Emirati leadership has been slowly but steadily 

taking an upper hand in the diplomatic, military and 
economic competition with the Saudi Kingdom, which 

has so far suffered most of negative consequences, 
including direct strikes on its territory, from the conflict 
with Yemen’s Houthis. The peace agreement and security, 
military cooperation with Israel will also contribute to this 
scenario. 


The tactical UAE-Israeli-US alliance has all chances to 
compete with the expanding Iranian influence in the 
region. Saudi Arabia, which for years was the key US ally 
against Iran, has been left outside of this plan. And this is 
very bad news for the Kingdom, which is passing through 
a deep economic and political crisis complicated by the 
barely successful invasion of Yemen. 


Greek & Turkish F-16 Jets In Near 'Dogfight' Off Cyprus; 
Viral Video Shows Radar Lock 


£. 

by Tyler Durden 
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Turkey's Air Force F-16s have confronted Greek fighter 
jets over the eastern Mediterranean in what 1s perhaps the 


closest the two sides have come to an incident sparking 
war. 


Military statements from both sides are revealing details 
of the incident which happened Thursday off the 
southwestern coast of Cyprus, and involved what The 
Times (UK) described as a mock "dog fight" in which 
the Greek fighters even called for more aerial 
reinforcements. 


File image via Ekathimerini 


"Turkish and Greek fighter jets have engaged in a mock 
dogfight over the eastern Mediterranean, the second direct 
confrontation between the two Nato powers this 

month," The Times writes. "Ankara sent F-16s to intercept 
six Greek jets as they returned from Cyprus — where they 
had been participating in war games — to their base in 
Crete." 

Subsequent Turkish cockpit video allegedly from the 
encounter appears to show that during the intercept a 


Turkish F-16 achieved radar lock on a Greek fighter, 
but did not fire. 

Viral radar video published by Turkey's Ministry of 
Defense on Friday shows the risky jet intercept. It 
garnered over a million views merely within the first 
few hours of release, showing how hot tensions are 
running among each side's population: 


WSLETTER VIDEO DONATE ADVERTISE MANIFESTO RSS 


27 Agustos 2020 tarihinde Girit Adasi'ndan kalkarak GKRY'ye 
dogru giden ve Navtex ilan edilen bdlgeye yaklasan 
Yunanistan‘a ait 6 adet F-16 ucagi, Hava Kuwetlerimize ait F- 
16 ucaklari tarafindan Snleme yapilarak bélgeden 
uzaklastirilmistir. 

msb.gov.tr/SlaytHaber/288... 

#MSB #TSK 


12:44 PM - Aug 28, 2020 @ 


© 65.1K © 17.1K people are Tweeting about this 


Bloomberg also confirmed the dangerous incident as the 
two sides are increasingly backing their maritime 
claims with military power: "Turkish F-16s blocked six 
Greek jets from flying over a maritime area designated as 
off limits by Turkish navtex, or navigational telex, 
according to a statement by Turkey’s Defense Ministry." 
This week the UAE also jumped in, as France and Italy 
have already joined Cyprus and Greece in joint war 
games, at a time Turkey is also about to hold its own 'live 
fire’ exercises 1n the area. 


WSLETTER VIDEO DONATE ADVERTISE MANIFESTO RSS 


Amid ongoing tensions in the eastern Mediterranean Turkey 
says its US supplied F-16 fighter jets intercepted Greece's US- 
supplied F-16 fighter jets off the coast of Cyprus 


® T.C. Milli Savunma Bakanligi @ @tcsavunma 


27 Agustos 2020 tarihinde Girit Adasi‘ndan kalkarak GKRY'ye dogru giden 
ve Navtex ilan edilen bdlgeye yaklasan Yunanistan‘a ait 6 adet F-16 ucagi, 
Hava Kuvvetlerimize ait F-16 ucaklan tarafindan Gnleme yapilarak 
bdlgeden uzaklastinimistir. 

msb.gov.tr/SlaytHaber/288... 

#MSB #TSK 
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At least four UAE fighter jets have been reported 
dispatched to Crete to hold joint operations with the 
Hellenic Air Force. 


Recall that the allies are also standing against Turkey 
inside Libya, where Turkey's military has propped up the 


Tripoli government, but alternately the UAE has firmly 
backed rival Gen. Khalifa Haftar. 


Tanks Move Into Minsk As Police Hold Back Massive 
Protest At Gates Of Lukashenko Residence 


Serious escalation... 
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Russia Releases Footage Of Ultra Close B-52 Intercept 


That US Slammed As 'Unsafe' 


Russian fighters caused dangerous turbulence coming within 30 meters multiple times in 
latest Black Sea incident... 
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AVOIDING WORLD WAR III IN THE 
CAUCASUS 


Published: August 14, 2020 
Share | Print This 
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“The Caucasus is Ground Zero in the New Cold War 
between the U.S. and Russia.” 


| wrote that several years ago, and it’s still true, 
particularly after Christian Armenia decisively 
repulsed a mid-July attack by Muslim Azerbaijan. 


Perhaps dozens of Azeris died in the battles, 
including a major-general, colonel, and two 


majors. Armenia reported far fewer deaths and 
captured a new defensive position, even though 
Azerbaijan possesses a bigger arsenal, quadruple 
the GDP, and more than triple Armenia’s population. 


Azerbaijan attacked Armenia’s northeastern 

border and has done so before. Typically, though, 
Azerbaijan attacks Artsakh (Karabagh), the de facto- 
independent Armenian-majority region that voted 
some thirty years ago for freedom from Azerbaijan, 
which rejects that vote. 


Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin deceitfully annexed 
Artsakh and the ancient Armenian region of 
Nakhichevan to Azerbaijan in the 1920s. Far from 
being ancient itself, Azerbaijan was invented only in 
1918. 


Why should any of this matter to the rest of the world? 
Why It Matters 


- Major gas and oil pipelines originate in 
Azerbaijan. They cross Georgia and NATO 
member Turkey with fuel bound for Europe and 
elsewhere. Georgia and Azerbaijan are thereby 
linked to the West. These pipelines are at risk 
as they pass only about 12 to 30 miles from the 
July fighting and from Artsakh. 


- The Caucasus is the US/NATO/EU’s doorway 
(via Turkey) into the energy-rich Caspian Sea 


Basin and then into Russia’s vulnerable Turkic- 
Muslim underbelly in Central Asia. Russia 
regards this as an existential threat. 


- Armenia enjoys excellent relations with the 
US/NATO/EU. But for security reasons it aligns 
itself with the nearest major Christian power: 
Russia. In sympathy with its Turkic Azerbaijani 
ally, Turkey has closed its border with Armenia 
since 1994. Armenia, therefore, has become 
the geopolitical pivot point for whoever wishes to 
dominate the Caucasus. 


- Turkey has long threatened Armenia, and has 
placed itself squarely on Azerbaijan’s side in the 
recent conflict. That may produce a Turkish 
confrontation with Russia, in addition to those in 
Syria and Libya. 


- Azerbaijan is threatening to bomb Armenia's 
Metsamor nuclear power plant. This would 
spread deadly radiation to Azerbaijan, 
Georgia, Iran, Turkey, and elsewhere. 


Armenian-Western relations go back thousands of 
years. The US/NATO/EU (we'll term it the “Western 
Bloc’) has been very friendly to Armenia and Artsakh 
and aided them economically for decades. 


Landlocked Armenia, however, depends on Russia 
for most of its gas and weapons. Moscow also 
controls much of Armenia’s energy network. 


Armenia (pop. 3 million), nevertheless, remains 
under threat from Azerbaijan (pop. 10 million) and 
Turkey (pop. 82 million) since the USSR’s 
dissolution in 1991. 


Armenia under Siege 


Turkey committed genocide against Armenians 

In 1915-23. The Armenian Highlands and 
everything else Armenian, particularly in what are 
now eastern and southern Turkey, were destroyed 
or confiscated. Azeris joined in that genocide in the 
Caucasus. 


The Armenian Genocide isn't mere history. The 
threat of Genocide 2.0 always looms. 


Turkey and Azerbaijan (motto: “two countries, one 
nation”) won't come to terms with Armenia’s 
existence. Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev says 
all of Armenia should be part of Azerbaijan — 
without Armenians, of course. 


The July 19 cover of the Turkish newspaper Dirilis 
Postas! (Resurrection Post), headlined “Karabagh or 
Death,” portrays Azerbaijan 

as enco mpassing Artsakh and southern Armenia. 


Turkey is still enamored with pan-Turkism, just as 
during WWI and the Armenian Genocide. Turkey 
envisions leading a federation that includes 
Azerbaijan and the Turkic-Muslim countries of 
Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, 
and Uzbekistan) — all the way to China’s Xinjiang 
Province. 


Soldiers in Turkish-Azerbaijani military drills last year 
wore arm ___ pa_tches depicting such a pan-Turkic 
entity. 

Participants in recent worldwide anti-Armenian 
demonstrations flashed the Grey Wolves (Bozkurtlar) 
hand signal. Grey Wolves is a neo-fascist, pan- 
Turkist organization responsible for hundreds of 
assassinations and murders. 


While the European Allies (and, implicitly, America) 
militarily opposed Ottoman Turkey’s pan-Turkism in 
WWI, the Western Bloc implicitly supports pan- 
Turkism today. 


Armenia is a geopolitical impediment to pan- 
Turkism. That's a key reason Russia needs 
Armenia. Russians are too proud to admit it though. 


However, Russia has increasingly been cozying up 
to Azerbaijan and Turkey. Therefore, despite the 
Armenian-Russian mutual defense treaty and a 
Russian base in Armenia near the Turkish border, 


Armenia isn’t always certain of Russian support, 
particularly against Azerbaijan. 


Azerbaijani Threats 


Azerbaijan has violated the ceasefire agreement 
between it and Armenia/Artsakh thousands of times 
since 1994. Armenian forces are in defensive mode. 
They have little reason to violate the 

ceasefire. Azerbaijan rejects proposals for installing 
autonomous gunfire-detection equipment on the line 
of contact. 


President Aliyev refuses even to negotiate with 
Artsakh, a stable democracy. That's hardly a recipe 
for peace. 


Armenia is democratic and reformist. Azerbaijan is 
autocratic. It imprisons journalists and human rights 
activists at an astonishing rate. Europe’s Organized 
Crime and Corruption Reporting Project 

(OCCRP) named Aliyev its 2012 “Organized Crime 
and Corruption Person of the Year.” U.S. diplomatic 
cables described him as a mafia-like figure. 


Aliyev's “Azerbaijani La undromat” bribed European 


officials and laundered billions. 


In 2004, Azeri serviceman Ramil Safarov axed to 
death an Armenian lieutenant in his sleep at a NATO 
exercise in Hungary. He was sentenced to life and 
imprisoned. Hungary eventually released him to 


Azerbaijan which welcomed him as a national 
hero. Armenian civilians have been tortured and 
beheaded by invading Azeri soldiers. 


To ‘prove’ Armenians never lived in Nakhichevan, in 
2005 the Azerbaijani military used pickaxes and 
dump trucks to destroy thousands of iconic 
headstones in a ninth century Armenian 

cemetery. It was caught on video. 


During the twentieth century, Azerbaijan emptied 
Nakhichevan of its Armenians and was doing 
similarly in Artsakh before Armenians put a stop to 
it. 

No wonder Artsakh says it will never again submit to 
Azeri rule. 


Turkish threats 


Turkey was set to invade Armenia in 1993 during a 
coup against Russian President Boris Yeltsin led by 
Ruslan Khasbulatov, the pro- Turkish Chechen and 
Supreme Soviet speaker. Fortunately, the coup 
failed. 


In 1993, Turkish President Turgut Ozal threatened 
Armenia “in case they had not learned their lesson in 
1915.” 


Turkish President Erdogan recently menaced 
Armenia using a backhanded reference to the 1915 


Genocide: “We will continue to fulfill this mission, 
which our grandfathers have carried out for 
centuries, in the Caucasus again.” 


Turkey is supplying Azerbaijan with Bayraktar 
drones (based on Israeli designs), T-129 ATAK 
helicopters, and TRG-300 Tiger rocket 

systems. Turkey has sent F-16 jets to Azerbaijan for 
joint military exercises. 


Yet the Western Bloc has said and done nothing to 
restrain Turkey. 


Turkey denies reports it will send jihadists to fight for 
Azerbaijan. In the past, however, Turkey has 

sent its Grey Wolves, and Azerbaijan has 

recruited Afghan/Pakistani/Chechen mujahedin, to 
battle Armenians. 


The Azerbaijani-lsraeli-Jewish Axis 


President Aliyev once compared Azerbaijan--lsraeli 
relations to an iceberg: “Nine-te nths of it is below 
the surface.” 


Israel sells Azerbaijan billions in advanced weapons 
(many used against Armenia and Artsakh) while 
Israel gets 40% of its oil from Azerbaijan and 
facilities to soy on and counter Iran. 
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Azerbaijan's “lobby in the U.S.,” revealed Aliyev, “is 
the Jewish com munity.” 


The American Jewish Committee’s Executive 
Director David Harris (aka Jews’ “foreign minister’), 
for instance, received Aliyev’s “Order of Friendship” 
award. 


Numerous principled Jewish/Israeli writers are 
friendly to Armenians. Still, the Israeli- Azerbaijani 
alliance has induced many Jewish/Israeli writers to 
gleefully malign Armenia. Examples include Brenda 
Sh affer and Nurit Gree nger. 


It's reminiscent of how Jewish American 
organizations — ADL, AIPAC, AJC, and others — 
have collu.§ ded with Turkey and Israel (in friendlier 
days) to hypocritically deny/diminish the Armenian 
Genocide and defeat Armenian Genocide 
resolutions in Congress. 


Thus, the Azerbaijani-lsraeli-Jewish axis is a clone 
of the disreputable Turkish-Israeli-Jewish one. 


What's Needed 


Under relentless pressure and against all odds, 
Armenia and Artsakh continue to hold out against 
foreign actors who wish to deny them their very 
existence. 


Regardless, from a practical, if not moral, standpoint, 
the Western Bloc and Russia should rein in Azeri 
and Turkish aggression unless they wish to see the 
region explode. 


Much of the author’s work can be found at 
www.armeniapedia.org/wiki/David_Boyajian. 


Hamas Rockets Rained Down On Southern Israel At 
Moment UAE Peace Deal Signed 


by Tyler Durden 
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During the signing of the Abraham Accords Peace 
Agreement at the White House Tuesday, which 1s the first 
ever historic Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic Relations and 
Full Normalization Between the United Arab Emirates 
and the State of Israel, Hamas rockets rained down on 
communities in southern Israel. 


"Thirteen people were injured after two rockets were 
fired from the Gaza Strip towards Ashkelon and Ashdod 
in southern Israel on Tuesday," Zhe Jerusalem 

Post reports. "Rocket sirens sounded as Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu signed normalization deals with the 
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain. One of the rockets 
was intercepted by the IDF." 


Israel was quick to respond in airstrikes overnight and 
into the early hours of Wednesday morning. 


Israeli 


retaliatory airstrikes overnight, via Retuers. 


Considering that during past volleys of rocket fire out of 
the Gaza Strip, most projectiles fail to hit any target and 
instead fall into the desert, the high injury rate from 
Tuesday night's attack points to most of these rockets 
striking residential areas in Israel. 


Gaza's Islamist armed factions confirmed the rocket fire 
was in response to the Israeli- UAE deal, which includes 
Bahrain as well, and had declared Tuesday a Palestinian 


"day of rage": 

Hamas spokesperson Hazem Qassem responded to the 
normalization deals shortly after the rockets were fired 
from Gaza, saying that "the normalization agreements 
between the UAE and Bahrain with the Zionist entity 


are not worth the ink with which they were written — 
and our people, with their insistence on the struggle until 
the full recovery of their rights, will deal with these 
agreements as if they were non-existent," according to 
Palestinian media. 


"A question to the United States of America, Israel, 
Bahrain and the UAE: Will the signing of the 
normalization agreement at the White House now 
prevent these missiles from leaving Gaza tonight to 
Israel?" asked senior Fatah official Monir al-Jaghoub in 
response to the deals and rocket fire. ''Peace begins in 
Palestine and war begins in Palestine." 


In the early hours of Wednesday morning the Israeli 
Defense Forces (IDF) confirmed it responded by 
conducting at least ten air strikes on Hamas targets 
throughout the strip. 


At least two people were wounded in the southern coastal 
city of #Ashdod, #Israel, by rocket fire from Hamas- 
controlled #Gaza, emergency services confirm, as Israel 
signed normalization deals with Bahrain and the 


UAE. https://t.co/SOfNXJt2qOpic.twitter.com/RowCw1P 
TBX 


— Al Arabiya English (@AlArabiya_Eng) September 15, 
2020 


Hamas rockets continued just before dawn on Wednesday, 
and given the escalating tit-for-tat are likely to continue. 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed 
retaliation and charged Hamas with attempting to "turn 
back the peace". 


Video of the rocket impact this evening in #Ashdod, 
#Israel. pic.twitter.com/6pbhhqaECm 


— Aurora Intel (@Auroralntel) September 15, 2020 


"I'm not surprised that the Palestinian terrorists fired at 
Israel precisely during this historic ceremony," Netanyahu 
told reporters before leaving Washington where he had 
been personally presented a "key to the White House" by 
President Trump and the first lady after signing the 
Abraham Accords. 


"They want to turn back the peace. In that, they will 
not succeed," he added. "We will strike at all those who 
raise a hand to harm us, and we will reach out to all those 
who extend the hand of peace to us." 


The text of the UAE-Israel Normalization Agreement has 
been released by the White House. It’s four pages long 
and makes no mention that Israel is obligated to halt its 
annexation of Occupied Palestinian Territories. 


pic.twitter.com/JSENK XkiI5 


— Ayman Mohyeldin (@AymanM) September 16, 2020 


However, Palestinian leadership considers that it's being 
sold out by the Arab gulf states which in past decades 
have resisted Israeli expansion. 


Armenia Orders “Full Troop Mobilization” vs 
Azerbaijan as Tanks Clash, Both Countries Declare 
Martial Law 


Posted by AJ Nelson | Sep 27, 2020 | 


Sunday saw huge clashes erupt between the armies of 
Armenia and Azerbaijan along the already militarized and 
disputed Nagorno-Karabakh border region. An official 
state of war in the region has been declared by 
Yerevan. 


“Early in the morning, around 7 a.m. the Azerbaijani 
forces launched a large-scale aggression, including 
missile attacks...”’ Armenia’s Defense Ministry stated 
Sunday. Armenia has since reportedly declared martial 
law and a “total military mobilization” in what looks to 
be the most serious escalation between the two countries 
in years. 


Aur and artillery attacks from both sides ramped up, with 
each side blaming the other for the start of hostilities, 
while international powers urge calm. Crucially, civilians 
have already been killed on either side by 


indiscriminate shelling. At least a dozen soldiers on 
either side have also been reported killed. 


Armenia’s high command has ordered all troops 
throughout the country to muster and report to their 
bases: “I invite the soldiers appointed 1n the forces to 
appear before their military commissions in the regions,” 
a statement said. 


Armenia’s military has released footage of significant 
tank warfare in progress. The below is said to be 
Armenian army forces destroying Azerbaijani tanks: 


And here’s more from Sunday’s fighting: 


The recent conflict hearkens back to 2016, but before that 
to post-Soviet times. Christian Armenia and Muslim 
Azerbaijan fought a war at that time in which at least 200 
people were killed over Armenian ethnic 

breakaway Nagorno Karabakh, which declared 
independence in 1991, despite being internationally 
recognized as within Azerbaijan territory. 


The first war for the territory finished in 1994, but the 
region has been militarized since, amid sporadic shelling. 


A new footage by Azerbaijan that shows further drone 
attacks against the Armenian positions 


pic.twitter.com/pWJJd2JX9z 


— Rag?p Soylu (@ragipsoylu) September 27, 2020 


Dozens of civilians have already been injured Sunday in 
the major flare-up of fighting, as CNN reports: 


While Armenia said it was responding to missile attacks 
launched by its neighbor Sunday, Azerbaijan blamed 
Armenia for the clashes. 


In response to the alleged firing of projectiles by 
Azerbaijan, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
tweeted that his country had “shot down 2 helicopters & 
3 UAVs, destroyed 3 tanks.” 


Multiple dramatic battlefield videos are circulating on 
social media confirming the large-scale deployment of 
tanks, artillery units, and airpower. Multiple 
Azerbaijani soldiers have been reported killed, but it’s as 
yet unclear what casualty numbers could be. 


Turkey’s role in new fighting is attracting scrutiny. Its 
foreign ministry blamed Armenia and called for it to halt 
military operations, however, it hardly appears to be a 
mere outside or ‘neutral’ observer, given new widespread 
reports Turkey has transferred ‘Syrian rebel’ units to 
join the fighting on Azerbaijan’s side. 


There’ve been reports over the past week that NATO’s 
second largest army has been shipping its SNA Syria 
“rebel” proxies to Azerbaijan for a planned attack on 


Armenians. Turkey just can’t leave Armenia alone, 100 


years after its genocide. https://t.co/c-NoEDJxsnQ 
— Mark Ames (@MarkAmesExiled) September 27, 2020 


These reports of Turkish supplied Syrian mercenaries 
began days ago, in what regional analysts predicted would 
be a huge escalation in hostilities in the Caucuses. 


Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan late in the 
day slammed Turkey’s meddling in the conflict. 
Ankara had called Armenia “an obstacle” to peace after 
the fresh hostilities broke out. Yerevan has now formally 
confirmed Turkey is supplying fighters. 


NAGORNO- 
KARABAKH 


ARMENIA AZERBAIJAN 


Armenian-controlled 
territories surrounding 
Nagorno-Karabakh 


Given the number of vital oil and gas infrastructure 
facilities and pipelines in the region, impact on global 
markets could be seen as early as Monday. 


Clashes erupted between Armenia and Azerbaijan over 
the volatile Nagorno-Karabakh region, reigniting concern 
about instability in the South Caucasus, a corridor for 
pipelines transporting oil and gas to world markets 


https://t.co/tVxDtV3zZbpic.twitter.com/bmBhSEzLBZ 
— Reuters (@Reuters) September 27, 2020 


“At least 16 military and several civilians were killed on 
Sunday in the heaviest clashes between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan since 2016, reigniting concern about stability 
in the South Caucasus, a corridor for pipelines carrying 
oil and gas to world markets,” Reuters reports. 


Azerbaijan has also declared an official state of martial 
law while clashes between the armies are unfolding. 


Meanwhile footage has emerged showing Armenia’s 
nationwide mustering of its national and reserve 
forces: 


Video of people across Armenia lining up to mobilize to 
the front lines as people continue to be drafted and 
recruited. 


#Azerbaijan#Armenia 
[Knish] pic.twitter.com/QofZtFh3PB 


— Aurora Intel (@AuroralIntel) September 27, 2020 
Unverified footage of frontline fighting into the night: 


#Armenia 

¢ 16 Armenians have been killed, 100+ injured 

¢ State of emergency, general mobilisation of the 
population declared #Azerbaijan: 

¢ 7 villages captured from Armenia 

¢ A state of war and curfews have been 


declared.#AzerbaijanIsNotAlonepic.twitter.com/XwPRD 
ZCGTb 


— Islamic Services Intelligence (@WorldOflsI) 
September 27, 2020 


“Pipelines shipping Caspian oil and natural gas from 
Azerbaijan to the world pass close to Nagorno- 
Karabakh,” Reuters reports. “Armenia also warned about 
security risks in the South Caucasus in July 

after Azerbaijan threatened to attack Armenia’s 
nuclear power plant as possible retaliation.” 


The fighting 1s expected to grow fiercer along front lines 
in the disputed region into the night as the prospect of a 
full ‘state of war’ is looming between the historic rivals. 


Republished from ZeroHedge.com with permission 


BREAKING: Naval Air Station Pensacola On 
Lockdown After Bomb Threat 


The US Navy base at Pensacola is on lock down after a 
bomb threat was made involving one of the barracks 
on base 


byFrank Salvato 
September 27, 2020 
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The US Navy base at Pensacola is on lock down after a 
bomb threat was made involving one of the barracks on 
base. 

NAS Pensacola spokesperson Jason Bortz issued tweets 
saying a bomb threat was made to one of the barracks 
Sunday morning. 


RECOMMENDED 


FEEDNETWORK 


Bortz told local reporters that one of the barracks was 
evacuated and Naval Security was conducting a sweep of 
the barracks as well as the entire base with specialized K9 
Units. 


NAS Pensacola remains secured due to a bomb threat call 
the base received. Security is currently checking the area 
of the threat. Both gates are currently closed until further 
notice. For those on the installation, please shelter in 
place until all clear. 1 


— NAS Pensacola (@QNASPCOLA) September 27, 2020 


Both gates at the installation are currently closed until 
further notice. Base personnel have been instructed to 
shelter in place. 


In December of 2019, NAS Pensacola was the site of a 
terrorist attack that resulted in the shooting deaths of three 
US military personnel. 


Mohammed Alshamrani, a 21-year-old 2nd Lieutenant in 
the Royal Saudi Air Force, who was here as an exchange 
aviation student, was found to have been in contact with 
al Qaeda before carrying out the attack. 


The terror attack lasted approximately 15 minutes. 
Alshamrani used a Glock 9mm that had five extended 
magazines. 


A deputy from the Escambia County Sheriff's Office 
ultimately shot and killed Alshamrani. 


This is a breaking news story and may be updated with 
additional information as it becomes available 


Editor's Choice 


Provocation on the High Seas: U.S. Naval Adventures 
Near the Shores of Russia, China and Iran 


September 27, 2020 
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Eve OTTENBERG 


The war on terror is slowly ending. The U.S. military will 
try to keep bases in Iraq and Afghanistan, but with most 
troops gone in the next few years, the lives of the few 
who remain will be at constant risk. Pressure will mount 
to get those soldiers out. But Pentagon bureaucrats and 
brass are masters of institutional infighting, and, 
apparently, ignoring presidential orders they don’t like, so 
who knows how that will turn out? One thing 1s sure: the 
military’s focus has shifted, from the Middle East to 
Russia and China. That means U.S. soldiers and materiel 
will continue to be in places they shouldn’t, in ever 
greater numbers, namely the Black Sea and the South 
China Sea. 


Lest you fear that peace might break out in the Middle 
East, there’s always the possibility of a U.S. assault on 
Iran. That chance greatly increased with the Trump 
regime’s monumental blunder of smashing the Iran 
nuclear treaty. Trump clearly thought his high-handed 
rejection would cow the Iranians. He was wrong. In an 
apparent rage, he ratcheted up sanctions, threats, insults 
and then — an assassination, the logical conclusion of 
which was war, had Trump not come to his senses. Since 
then things have cooled down a bit, though not enough to 
stop the Trump regime from interfering with Iran’s oil 


trade with Venezuela or from making preposterous 
accusations about Iranian plots against the U.S. 
ambassador to South Africa, an official with no relation to 
Iran, known mostly for her business in expensive 
handbags and for donating to Trump. 


What the idiotically bellicose U.S. policy toward Iran — 
including the recent U.S. push for more sanctions — has 
mainly achieved is a warm embrace between Iran and 
China. And that’s not a matter susceptible to piracy on the 
high seas — the preferred U.S. approach to tankers taking 
Iranian fuel to Caracas. Nor will wild charges about 
planned assassinations of obscure, random U.S. 
bureaucrats affect this relationship. The Trump regime 
has blustered, threatened, insulted and caused the great 
Iran-China friendship to sink deep roots and blossom. It 
probably would have anyway, but Trump surely deserves 
credit for nourishing it. 


As Time reported on July 29, Iran is negotiating a 25-year 
deal with China, with “billions of dollars worth of 
Chinese investments in energy, transportation, banking 
and cybersecurity in Iran.” There also could be “weapons 
development and intelligence sharing and joint military 
drills.” In short, this $400 billion deal is huge and alarm 
bells are ringing frantically in Washington. They 
shouldn’t be. If the Trump regime had been paying 
attention, they would have seen this coming, because it’s 


the logical outcome of their absurd hostility to both 
countries. 


But then, cultural illiteracy regarding Iran is a feature of 
Republican policy in the Middle East. After all, the Bush 
regime invaded, conquered and destroyed Iraq — war 
crimes whose main beneficiary was Iran, which had no 
love, to say the least, for Saddam Hussein and was more 
than happy to cement its brotherhood with newly 
ascendant Iraqi Shia. This is the sort of stuff any high 
schooler could have alerted the Bush regime to in advance. 
But alas, the GOP’s geopolitical geniuses had no use for 
even high school wisdom. To ensure we all got that point, 
the Trump regime quickly pounced on one of Obama’s 
few decent and intelligent moves in the Middle East — the 
Iran nuclear treaty — and shredded tt. 


Still, the U.S. military’s focus has shifted. That shift 
started with Obama’s odious “pivot to China.” According 
to Chinese State Councilor Wang Yi, quoted by Russia 
Today, U.S. intervention in the South China Sea is “the 
main driver of militarization there.” Currently several 
countries in the region claim territory in the South China 
Sea — China, Vietnam, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Indonesia and Brunei. Some of these claims overlap, thus 
causing disputes, RT reports. The U.S. stirs the pot with 
its “freedom of navigation” military patrols. Naturally this 
intervention has led to incidents between the Chinese and 


U.S. militaries. And worse could happen any time. China 
regards the South China Sea as its backyard and the U.S. 
presence there as a provocation. After all, how would 
Washington react to Chinese military patrols in the Gulf 
of Mexico? That is the territorial equivalent of what the 
U.S. does to China, though Washington refuses to 
recognize this in its quest for global dominance. 


It’s the same with U.S. aggression in the Black Sea, 
where the target is Russia. In August, the U.S. held 
military drills in the Black Sea, known, in the not too 
distant past, as the shores of Russia. Earlier, Andrei 
Krasov of the State Duma Defense Committee told the 
Interfax agency: “The actions of American 
reconnaissance aircraft will not remain without reaction.” 
Indeed, in late July, Russia reported intercepting an 
American reconnaissance flight over the Black Sea. Two 
much of this sort of stuff could lead to war. 


So what we have here is the U.S. fishing 1n troubled 
waters. NATO has already nearly surrounded Russia, 
which now boasts supersonic nuclear weapons. In 
response, Trump recently revealed that the U.S. has some 
sort of secret “super” weapon. Which only makes the 
Black Sea brinksmanship more dangerous. Both 
adversaries are armed to the teeth. To make matters worse, 
Trump has ripped up all nuclear treaties with Russia 
except START — and that is at death’s door. 


A war with either Russia, China or Iran would be 
catastrophic, as anyone with a brain knows. Nor would it 
solve any of the myriad disasters currently besetting the 
U.S.: an out-of-control pandemic, with more fatalities 
than any other country in the world and no end in sight; 
economic collapse, with tens of millions jobless and 
millions facing eviction and homelessness in a few 
months; a climate taking revenge on fossil fuel capitalism 
by burning up large swaths of the globe, including the 
American West Coast; other human-induced, climate 
change, extreme weather events elsewhere in the U.S., 
like the currently soggy Gulf Coast; the rise of violent, 
over-armed, know-nothing, radical right-wing vigilantes; 
racial unrest. And those are just the big, obvious monster 
weeds in the American front yard. Washington should 
take a page from Voltaire and tend its own garden. Forget 
about the Black Sea, the South China Sea and the Gulf of 
Oman. Now 1s not the time for new conflict. Because as 
every school child knows, never is the only time for 
nuclear war. 
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Chinese professor shockingly declares Beijing has 3 


ways it could nuke the entire world 
JD HeyesSeptember 19, 2020 


2 minutes read 


B¥ powerinbox 


(Natural News) A Chinese professor became nationally 
renowned in his country virtually overnight and among 
Chinese communities around the world after he took to 
social media recently to say that Being ought to deploy 
more nuclear weapons as a counter to U.S. actions. 


According to his verified profile on a Twitter-like social 
media platform known as Sina Weibo, Zhao Shengye 1s a 
professor at the Shenyang Institute of Technology and has 
in excess of 3 million followers — making virtually 
anything he posts go viral. 


The Epoch Times reports: 


The Trump administration in recent months has taken 
tougher action against Beijing on multiple fronts, 
including Chinese tech companies posing security threats 
and firms involved in Beijing’s militarization of the South 
China Sea. 


take our poll - story continues below 


On Sept. 12, Zhao posted: “if [U.S. President Donald] 
Trump is bent on fighting against China...even 
intervening in a future war to liberate Taiwan, the 
ultimate result of Trump ’s actions will be the destruction 
of all mankind.” Zhao’s rhetoric on Taiwan—a Self-ruled 
island that Beijing claims as part of its territory, despite 
Taiwan having all the features of a nation-state—matches 
Beijing’s recent aggression, such as intruding on the 
island’s airspace. The United States has consistently 
condemned Beijing ’s threats on Taiwan and is the 
island’s main arms supplier. 


Specifically, he outlined three ways in which China could 
attempt to destroy the U.S. (and the rest of the world) 
with nuclear weapons: 


— Detonate a nuclear sub that is loaded with nuclear 
weapons in the Pacific Ocean so that the shock waves 
exceed 2,000 meters and submerge surrounding areas; 


Trending: 


- Robert F. Kennedy Jr.: The CIA Killed My Father & 
Uncle — Do Not Trust The Medical Or The National 


Security Establishment!8,940 views 


— Setting off thousands of nuclear bombs in the 
Himalayan Mountains all at once to change the orbit of 
the planet; 


— Drill 10,000 meters deep in the Sichuan basin and 
plant thousands of nuclear weapons and then detonate 
them all at once, theoretically collapsing the earth’s core 
and wreaking global extermination. 


His outrageous suggestions were panned by netizens, 
including Kantie, an online Chinese-language media 
outlet, which argued that Zhao represented the Chinese 
regime’s authoritarian mentality of, “if I cannot survive, 
no one else shall be allowed to survive.” 


About 10 hours later, his highly controversial post was 
deleted from the platform, however. Still, 1t was chilling. 


The U.S. is treaty-bound to help Taiwan defend itself. 
And more than any recent president, President Trump has 
been keen to assist Taipei with its defense needs. 


In fact, just this month the Trump administration was 
preparing a major arms sales package for Taiwan, as CNN 


reported. 


According to a congressional aide, the Trump 
administration is preparing seven weapons packages, 
including a large sale of MQ-9B Reaper drones. 


(Related: Trump admin orders Chinese embassy closed 
immediately amid charges of privacy violations and theft 
of intellectual property.) 


‘As a matter of policy we do not comment on or confirm 
proposed defense sales or transfers until they have been 
formally notified to Congress,” said a State Department 
official. 


Previously, the Trump administration had approved a 
number of major arms deals with Taiwan totaling more 
than $13 billion. Weapons sold include scores of 
upgraded F-16 fighters, M1A2 Abrams tanks, Stinger 
anti-aircraft missiles, and MK-48 Mod6 torpedoes. 


“T would like to thank the US government for supporting 
the enhancement of Taiwan’s self defense capabilities. In 
the past four years the Trump administration has approved 
seven arms sales package to Taiwan totaling $13.2 billion, 


looking ahead we will further develop and bolster 
indigenous defense and asymmetrical warfare 
capabilities,” Tarwan’s Foreign Minister Joseph Wu said 
Tuesday during a virtual address to the Global Taiwan 
Institute Annual Symposium in Washington. 


“Confronted with the Chinese communist regime, Taiwan 
is on the frontlines defending democracies,” he added. 


As for Zhao, he (and the Chinese government, which 
controls all social media communications) wanted his 
message to get a wide audience because he posted it in 
English. 


Sources include: 


TheEpochTimes.com 
NaturalNews.com 


North Korea Warns Of Border Intrusions By South's 
Navy Amid Search For Slain Official 


by Tyler Durden 
Sun, 09/27/2020 - 20:30 
TwitterFacebookRedditEmail 


Print 


Despite Kim Jong-Un offering a nearly unheard of 
apology for last week's shooting death of a South Korean 
fisheries official after he was found to have breached the 
disputed border in waters of the western coast, tensions 
are still running high which could set off further conflict. 


North Korea's military says it is searching for the 
charred remains of the official, after its border patrol 
soldiers had burned it on coronavirus fears. But now 
Pyongyang is warning Seoul not to interfere, given the 
south's increased naval maneuvers in the region 

off Yeonpyeong Island. It appears both sides are 
conducting a major search of the area. 


"We urge the south side to immediately halt the 
intrusion across the military demarcation line in the 
west sea that may lead to escalation of tensions," North 
Korean state news agency KCNA said on Sunday. 
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Republic of Korea Navy maneuvers file image, via The Korea 


Times. 


Apparently both sides are searching in order to recover 
the body on either side of the maritime border, while 
issuing warnings not to venture across the ambiguously 
defined demarcation line. 


"The South has been searching only in waters south of the 
Northern Limit Line, a contested sea demarcation 
between the two Koreas that dates to the end of the 1950- 
53 Korean War, South Korea's Yonhap news agency said, 
quoting an unnamed coast guard official," Reuters reports. 


And KCNA was cited further: 


South Korea has mobilized 39 vessels, including 16 
naval ships, and six aircraft for the search, which 
continued on Sunday despite the North Korean 
complaints, Yonhap said. North Korea was beginning its 
own search operation to recover the body, KCNA said. 


The whole crisis was sparked when on Thursday the 

South Korean man had reportedly disappeared from a 

boat close to the the western border island of Yeonpyeong. 
He was reportedly set upon by a North Korean patrol 
vessel while wearing a life jacket. Seoul defense sources 
told AFP that "circumstances tell us that there was an 
intent to defect." 


North Korea shooting 


m South Korean man shot 
dead by North Korean 
forces, officials said 
Sept 24 


AFP@ 


That's when the north's border patrol questioned him from 
the boat, and then shot multiple times, killing the man and 
afterward burning his body. 


Kim Jong-Un later issued an 

unprecedented message saying that the north was "very 
sorry" over the "unexpected, unfortunate 

incident" which was expressed 1n a letter to South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in. 


Puppet Masters 


Defence Minister Shoigu: Russian servicemen killed 
over 133,000 militants in Syria 


Sputnik 
Tue, 29 Sep 2020 22:19 UTC 


Comment: Russia is the actual ISIS-slayer. Trump 
only gives grist to the ‘Russia collusion’ mill when he 
claims the US ‘destroyed ISIS' because the only way 
in which that could be realistically interpreted is if by 
'we' Trump means 'me and my Russian buddies... 


© AP Photo / Baderkhan Ahmad 


Russian troops in Syria have killed more than 
133,000 militants, including 4,500 from former Soviet 
republics, Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu 
said. 


The military operation of the Russian Aerospace 
Forces in Syria, by agreement with Damascus, 
began on 30 September 2015. 


"A total of 865 gang leaders and more than 
133,000 militants, including 4,500 militants from 
the Russian Federation and the CIS countries, 
have been eliminated", the minister said in an 
article published in the Krasnaya Zvezda newspaper. 


The article is dedicated to the fifth anniversary of 


the Russian Armed Forces operation in Syria. 


The military operation in Syria showed that Russian 
troops can defend national interests, as well as help 
allies and partners, anywhere in the world, Shoigu 
said. 


“The operation in Syria has demonstrated the 
fundamentally increased capabilities of the 
Russian Armed Forces, the ability to 
successfully defend national interests in any 
part of the world, as well as the readiness to 
provide military assistance to its allies and 
partners", the minister said. 


A total of 98 percent of military police units’ 
personnel, 90 percent of Russian pilots and 60 
percent of sailors gained real combat experience" 
during the operation in Syria, he added." 


Comment: The above story is quite probably one of 
the most constructive and efficient displays of 
military power that the world has seen in many 
decades - and would not have even been necessary 
had the US, the UK, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Turkey 
and several other Middle Eastern countries not 
radicalized, weaponized and deployed the hundreds 


of thousands of crazed militants that they had. 


See the historic UN speech by Putin that drew the 
line in the sand: 


— 


Tweet Pint | 


See Also: 


Joe Biden is the subject of federal criminal 
investigation into his role in Spygate and activities 
in Ukraine 

Billionaires' wealth rises to $10.2T amid Covid 
crisis 

Trump will not 'waste my time’ participating in 
virtual presidential debate with Biden 
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Armenia says ready to engage with OSCE to re- 
establish Nagorno-Karabakh ceasefire, and other 
updates 


Reuters 
Sat, 03 Oct 2020 00:18 UTC 


© Reuters / Azerbaijani Defense Ministry 


Armenia's foreign ministry said on Friday it was 
ready to engage with the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to re-establish a 
ceasefire in Nagorno-Karabakh, where fighting has 
been raging since Sunday. 


France, Russia and the United States, co-chairs of 
the OSCE's Minsk Group, set up in 1992 to mediate 


in the conflict between Azerbaijan and ethnic 
Armenians over the mountainous enclave in the 
South Caucasus, called for an immediate ceasefire 
on Thursday. But Turkey said the three big powers 
should have no role in peace moves. 


Comment: Armenia says it shot down an Azeri 
drone over its capital, and a man reportedly died 
from an airstrike inside Armenia, suggesting the 
Azeris might be taking the fight from NKR into 
Armenia itself. After shelling on the capital, Armenia 
put its national army units on full combat alert. Two 
French journalists for Le Monde were 

seriously injured in an Azeri airstrike while covering 
the war. RT captured footage of aftermath of an 
attack on the NKR capital. 


Macron, citing 'credible information’, asserted that 
Syrian jihadists are indeed fighting in NKR. 


According to Turkey's FM Cagusoglu, Azerbaijan 
has not requested assistance, but Turkey "would not 
hesitate to do so" if asked. One of the sole leaders 
NOT calling for peace, Erdogan expressed his hope 
that Azerbaijan will press on with the offensive until 
NKR region is free from "Armenian occupation." 


— 


Tweet Pui | 
See Also: 
As Boris Johnson announces Britain's ‘great 


reset’, were the Covid ‘conspiracy theorists’ right all 
along? 
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Explosive stakes on Armenia-Azerbaijan chessboard 


Pepe Escobar 
Asia Times 
Thu, 01 Oct 2020 00:00 UTC 


Pulling Russia back into the Nagorno-Karabakh 
morass means more Turkish freedom of action in 
other war theaters 


Few geopolitical hot spots across the planet may 
rival the Caucasus: that intractable, tribal Tower of 
Babel, throughout History a contentious crossroads 
of empires from the Levant and nomads from the 
Eurasian steppes. And it gets even messier when 
one adds the fog of war. 


To try to shed some light into the current Armenia- 
Azerbaijan face off, let's crisscross the basic facts 
with some essential deep background. 


Late last month Ilham Aliyev, Azerbaijan's proverbial 
"strongman", in power since 2003, launched a de 
facto war on the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh held 
by Armenia. 


At the collapse of the USSR, Nagorno-Karabakh had 
a mixed population of Azeri Shi'ites and Armenian 
Christians. Yet even before the collapse the 
Azerbaijani Army and Armenian independentists 
were already at war (1988-1994), which yielded a 
grim balance of 30,000 dead and roughly a million 
wounded. 


The Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh declared 
independence in 1991: but that was not recognized 
by the "international community". Finally there was a 
ceasefire in 1994 - with Nagorno-Karabakh entering 
the gray area/no man's land of "frozen conflict". 


The problem is that in 1993, the United Nations had 
approved no less than four resolutions - 822, 853, 
874 and 884 - establishing that Armenia should 
withdraw from what was deemed to be roughly 
20% of Azerbaijani territory. This is at the core of 
Baku's rationale to fight against what it qualifies 
as a foreign occupation army. 


Yerevan's interpretation though is that these 


four resolutions are null and void because 
Nagorno-Karabakh harbors an Armenian- 
majority population who wants to secede from 
Azerbaijan. 


Historically, Artsakh is one of three ancient 
provinces of Armenia - rooted at least in the 

5" century B.C. and finally established in 189 B.C. 
Armenians, based on DNA samples from excavated 
bones, argue they have been settled in Artsakh for 
at least 4,000 years. 


Artsakh - or Nagorno-Karabakh - was annexed to 
Azerbaijan by Stalin in 1923. That set the stage for a 
future powder keg to inevitably explode. 


It's important to remember that there was no 
"Azerbaijan" nation-state until the early 1920s. 
Historically, Azerbaijan is a territory in northern Iran. 
Azeris are very well integrated within the Islamic 
Republic. So the Republic of Azerbaijan actually 
borrowed its name from their Iranian neighbors. In 
ancient history, the territory of the new 20" century 
republic was known as Atropatene, and Aturpakatan 
before the advent of Islam. 


How the equation changed 


Baku's main argument is that Armenia is blocking a 
contiguous Azerbaijani nation, as a look in the map 
shows us that southwest Azerbaijan is de facto split 
all the way to the Iranian border. 


And that plunges us necessarily into deep 
background. To clarify matters, there could not be a 
more reliable guide than a top Caucasus think tank 
expert who shared his analysis with me by email, but 
is insistent on "no attribution". Let's call him Mr. C. 


Mr. C notes that, "for decades, the equation 
remained the same and the variables in the equation 
remained the same, more or less. This was the case 
notwithstanding the fact that Armenia is an unstable 
democracy in transition and Azerbaijan had much 
more continuity at the top." 


We should all be aware that "Azerbaijan lost territory 
right at the beginning of the restoration of its 
statehood, when it was basically a failed state run by 
armchair nationalist amateurs [before Heydar Aliyev, 
llham's father, came to power]. And Armenia was a 
mess, too but less so when you take into 
consideration that it had strong Russian support and 
Azerbaijan had no one. Back in the day, Turkey was 
still a secular state with a military that looked West 
and took its NATO membership seriously. Since 


then, Azerbaijan has built up its economy and 
increased its population. So it kept getting stronger. 
But its military was still underperforming." 


That slowly started to change in 2020: "Basically, in 
the past few months you've seen incremental 
increases in the intensity of near daily ceasefire 
violations (the near-daily violations are nothing new: 
they've been going on for years). So this blew up in 
July and there was a shooting war for a few days. 
Then everyone calmed down again." 


All this time, something important was developing in 
the background: Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan, who came to power in May 2018, and 
Aliyev started to talk: "The Azerbaijani side thought 
this indicated Armenia was ready for compromise 
(this all started when Armenia had a sort of 
revolution, with the new PM coming in with a popular 
mandate to clean house domestically). For whatever 
reason, it ended up not happening." 


What happened in fact was the July shooting war. 
Don't forget Pipelineistan 


Armenian PM Pashinyan could be described as a 
liberal globalist. The majority of his political team 


is pro-NATO. Pashinyan went all guns blazing 
against former Armenian President (1998- 2008) 
Robert Kocharian, who before that happened to be, 
crucially, the de facto President of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 


Kocharian, who spent years in Russia and is close 
to President Putin, was charged with a nebulous 
attempt at "overthrowing the constitutional order". 
Pashinyan tried to land him in jail. But even more 
crucial is the fact that Pashinyan refused to 
follow a plan elaborated by Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov to finally settle the 
Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh mess. 


In the current fog of war, things are even messier. 

Mr. C stresses two points: "First, Armenia asked for 
CSTO protection and got bitch slapped, hard and in 
public; second, Armenia threatened to bomb the oil 
and gas pipelines in Azerbaijan (there are several, 

they all run parallel, and they supply not just Georgia 
and Turkey but now the Balkans and Italy). With 
regards to the latter, Azerbaijan basically said: if 
you do that, we'll bomb your nuclear reactor." 


The Pipelineistan angle is indeed crucial: for years | 
have followed on Asia Times these myriad, 
interlocking oil and gas soap operas, especially the 


BTC (Baku-Tblisi-Ceyhan), conceived by Zbigniew 
Brzezinski to bypass Iran. | was even "arrested" by a 
BP 4X4 when | was tracking the pipeline on a 
parallel side road out of the massive Sangachal 
terminal: that proved British Petroleum was in 
practice the real boss, not the Azerbaijani 
government. 


In sum, now we have reached the point where, 
according to Mr. C, 


"Armenia's saber rattling got more aggressive." 
Reasons, on the Armenian side, seem to be mostly 
domestic: terrible handling of Covid-19 (in contrast 

to Azerbaijan), and the dire state of the economy. So, 
says Mr. C, we came to a toxic concourse of 
circumstances: Armenia deflected from its 
problems by being tough on Azerbaijan, while 
Azerbaijan just had had enough. 


It's always about Turkey 


Anyway one looks at the Armenia-Azerbaijan drama, 
the key destabilizing factor is now Turkey. 


Mr. C notes how, "throughout the summer, the 
quality of the Turkish-Azerbaijani military exercises 
increased (both prior to July events and 


subsequently). The Azerbaijani military got a lot 
better. Also, since the fourth quarter of 2019 the 
President of Azerbaijan has been getting rid of the 
(perceived) pro-Russian elements in positions of 
power." See, for instance, here. 


There's no way to confirm it either with Moscow or 
Ankara, but Mr. C advances what President Erdogan 
may have told the Russians: "We'll go into Armenia 
directly if a) Azerbaijan starts to lose, b) Russia goes 
in or accepts CSTO to be invoked or something 
along those lines, or c) Armenia goes after the 
pipelines. All are reasonable red lines for the Turks, 
especially when you factor in the fact that they don't 
like the Armenians very much and that they consider 
the Azerbaijanis brothers." 


It's crucial to remember that in August, Baku and 
Ankara held two weeks of joint air and land military 
exercises. Baku has bought advanced drones from 
both Turkey and Israel. There's no smokin’ gun, at 
least not yet, but Ankara may have hired up to 
4,000 Salafi-jihadis in Syria to fight - wait for it - 
in favor of Shi'ite-majority Azerbaijan, proving 
once again that "jihadism" is all about making a 
quick buck. 


The United Armenian Information Center, as well as 


the Kurdish Afrin Post, have stated that Ankara 
opened two recruitment centers - in Afrin schools - 
for mercenaries. Apparently this has been a quite 
popular move because Ankara slashed salaries for 
Syrian mercenaries shipped to Libya. 


There's an extra angle that is deeply worrying not 
only for Russia but also for Central Asia. According 
to the former Foreign Minister of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
Ambassador Extraordinary Arman Melikyan, 
mercenaries using Azeri IDs issued in Baku may be 
able to infiltrate Dagestan and Chechnya and, via 
the Caspian, reach Atyrau in Kazakhstan, from 
where they can easily reach Uzbekistan and 
Kyrgyzstan. 


That's the ultimate nightmare of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) - shared by Russia, 
China and the Central Asian "stans": a jihadi land - 
and (Caspian) sea - bridge from the Caucasus all 
the way to Central Asia, and even Xinjiang. 


What's the point of this war? 


So what happens next? A nearly insurmountable 
impasse, as Mr. C outlines it: 


1. "The peace talks are going nowhere because 


Armenia is refusing to budge (to withdraw from 
occupying Nagorno-Karabakh plus 7 surrounding 
regions in phases or all at once, with the usual 
guarantees for civilians, even settlers - note that 
when they went in in the early 1990s they cleansed 
those lands of literally all Azerbaijanis, something 
like between 700,000 and 1 million people)." 


2. Aliyev was under the impression that Pashinyan 
“was willing to compromise and began preparing his 
people and then looked like someone with egg on 
his face when it didn't happen." 


3. "Turkey has made it crystal clear it will support 
Azerbaijan unconditionally, and has matched those 
words with deeds." 


4. "In such circumstances, Russia got outplayed - in 
the sense that they had been able to play off 
Armenia against Azerbaijan and vice versa, quite 
successfully, helping to mediate talks that went 
nowhere, preserving the status quo that effectively 
favored Armenia." 


And that brings us to the crucial question. What's the 
point of this war? 


Mr. C: "It is either to conquer as much as possible 


before the "international community" [in this case, 
the UNSC] calls for / demands a ceasefire or to do 
so as an impetus for re-starting talks that actually 
lead to progress. In either scenario, Azerbaijan 
will end up with gains and Armenia with 

losses. How much and under what circumstances 
(the status and question of Nagorno-Karabakh is 
distinct from the status and question of the Armenian 
occupied territories around Nagorno-Karabakh) is 
unknown: i.e. on the field of battle or the negotiating 
table or a combo of both. However this turns out, at 
a minimum Azerbaijan will get to keep what it 
liberated in battle. This will be the new starting point. 
And | suspect that Azerbaijan will do no harm to the 
Armenian civilians that stay. They'll be model 
liberators. And they'll take time to bring back 
Azerbaijani civilians (reftugees/IDPs) to their homes, 
especially in areas that would become mixed as a 
result of return." 


So what can Moscow do under these circumstances? 
Not much, 


“except to go into Azerbaijan proper, which they 
won't do (there's no land border between Russia and 
Armenia; so although Russia has a military base in 
Armenia with one or more thousand troops, they 
can't just supply Armenia with guns and troops at will, 


given the geography)." 


Crucially, Moscow privileges the strategic 
partnership with Armenia - which is a member of the 
Eurasia Economic Union (EAEUV) - while 
meticulously monitoring each and every NATO- 
member Turkey's movement: after all, they are 
already in opposing sides in both Libya and Syria. 


So, to put it mildly, Moscow is walking ona 
geopolitical razor's edge. Russia needs to exercise 
restraint and invest in a carefully calibrated 
balancing act between Armenia and Azerbaijan; 
must preserve the Russia-Turkey strategic 
partnership; and must be alert to all, possible US 
Divide and Rule tactics. 


Inside Erdogan's war 
So in the end this would be yet another Erdogan war? 


The inescapable Follow the Money analysis would 
tells us, yes. The Turkish economy is an absolute 
mess, with high inflation and a depreciating currency. 
Baku has a wealth of oil-gas funds that could 
become readily available - adding to Ankara's dream 
of turning Turkey also into an energy supplier. 


Mr. C adds that anchoring Turkey in Azerbaijan 
would lead to "the creation of full-fledged Turkish 
military bases and the inclusion of Azerbaijan in the 
Turkish orbit of influence (the "two countries - one 
nation" thesis, in which Turkey assumes supremacy) 
within the framework of neo-Ottomanism and 
Turkey's leadership in the Turkic-speaking world." 


Add to it the all-important NATO angle. Mr. C 
essentially sees it as Erdogan, enabled by 
Washington, about to make a NATO push to the 
east while establishing that immensely 
dangerous jihadi channel into Russia: "This is no 
local adventure by Erdogan. | understand that 
Azerbaijan is largely Shi'ite Islam and that will 
complicate things but not render his adventure 
impossible." 


This totally ties in with a notorious RAND 

report that explicitly details how "the United 
States could try to induce Armenia to break with 
Russia" and "encourage Armenia to move fully 
into the NATO orbit." 


It's beyond obvious that Moscow is observing all 
these variables with extreme care. That is reflected, 
for instance, in how irrepressible Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova, earlier this week, 


has packaged a very serious diplomatic warning: 
"The downing of an Armenian SU-25 by a Turkish F- 
16, as claimed by the Ministry of Defense in Armenia, 
seems to complicate the situation, as Moscow, 

based on the Tashkent treaty, is obligated to offer 
military assistance to Armenia". 


It's no wonder both Baku and Yerevan got the 
message and are firmly denying anything happened. 


The key fact remains that as long as Armenia proper 
is not attacked by Azerbaijan, Russia will not apply 
the CSTO treaty and step in. Erdogan knows this is 
his red line. Moscow has all it takes to put him in 
serious trouble - as in shutting off gas supplies to 
Turkey. Moscow, meanwhile, will keep helping 
Yerevan with intel and hardware - flown in from Iran. 
Diplomacy rules - and the ultimate target is yet 
another ceasefire. 


Pulling Russia back in 


Mr. C advances the strong possibility - and | have 
heard echoes from Brussels - that "the EU and 
Russia find common cause to limit Azerbaijani gains 
(in large part because Erdogan is no one's favorite 
guy, not just because of this but because of the 
Eastern Med, Syria, Libya)." 


That brings to the forefront the renewed importance 
of the UNSC in imposing a ceasefire. Washington's 
role at the moment is quite intriguing. Of course, 
Trump has more important things to do at the 
moment. Moreover, the Armenian diaspora in the US 
swings drastically pro-Democrat. 


Then, to round it all up, there's the all-important Iran- 
Armenia relationship. Here is a forceful attempt to 
put it in perspective. 


As Mr. C stresses, "Iran favors Armenia, which is 
counter-intuitive at first sight. So the Iranians may 
help the Russians out (funneling supplies), but on 
the other hand they have a good relationship with 
Turkey, especially in the oil and gas smuggling 
business. And if they get too overt in their support, 
Trump has a casus belli to get involved and the 
Europeans may not like to end up on the same side 
as the Russians and the Iranians. It just looks bad. 
And the Europeans hate to look bad." 


We inevitably come back to the point that the 
whole drama can be interpreted from the 
perspective of a NATO geopolitical hit against 
Russia - according to quite a few analyses 
circulating at the Duma. 


Ukraine is an absolute black hole. There's the 
Belarus impasse. Covid-19. The Navalny circus. The 
"threat" to Nord Stream-2. 


To pull Russia back into the Armenia-Azerbaijan 
drama means turning Moscow's attention towards 
the Caucasus so there's more Turkish freedom of 
action in other theaters - in the Eastern 
Mediterranean versus Greece, in Syria, in 

Libya. Ankara - foolishly - is engaged in 
simultaneous wars on several fronts, and with 
virtually no allies. 


What this means is that even more than NATO, 
monopolizing Russia's attention in the Caucasus 
most of all may be profitable for Erdogan himself. As 
Mr. C stresses, "in this situation, the Nagorno- 
Karabakh leverage/'trump card' in the hands of 
Turkey would be useful for negotiations with 
Russia." 


No question: the neo-Ottoman sultan never sleeps. 


Comment: See: Armenia says ready to engage with 
OSCE to re-establish Nagorno-Karabakh ceasefire, 
and other updates 
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‘Enough is enough’: Iran calls on world community to 
force Israel to destroy its nukes 


Ilya TSukanov 
Sputnik 
Sat, 03 Oct 2020 17:06 UTC 


© CC BY-SA 3.0/ aay 7u/ Shavit 3rd stage 


Tehran and Tel Aviv have engaged in a years-long 
debate about one another's nuclear intentions, with 
Israeli officials accusing the Islamic Republic of 
trying to build up a nuclear arsenal to attack Israel, 
and Iran countering by pointing out that the Jewish 
State is the only nation in the Middle East which 
actually already has nuclear weapons. 


lranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif has 
appealed to the international community to pressure 
Israel to join the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and eliminate its stockpile 
of nukes. 


“The international community must compel 
Israel - which has aggression in its very DNA - to 
promptly accede to the NPT and destroy its 
nuclear arsenal," Zarif said, speaking in a pre- 
recorded virtual address to the UN on Friday. 


“And given its six decades of deception and 
clandestine development of nuclear weapons, it 
must be compelled to submit to the most 
intrusive inspection regime that law-abiding 
members of the NPT observe," he added. 


Comment: It's only fair, Iran completed its 
inspection. 


Accusing the US, which he dubbed "the world's 
lone perpetrator of a nuclear attack," of blindly 
supporting Israel, "the sole possessor of a 
nuclear arsenal in our region," Zarif complained 
about Tel Aviv's alleged threats to use nuclear 
weapons against other nations, “all while crying 
wolf about proliferation." 


The top diplomat also blasted Washington for its 
own efforts to create new nuclear bombs and lower 
the threshold for their use, and accused the Trump 
administration of ‘damaging’ the NPT with its 
decision to withdraw from the Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces Treaty with Russia, and the Iran 
nuclear deal. 


lranian officials have repeatedly accused Israel and 
the United States of being ‘the two main obstacles' 
to the four-and-a-half decade old idea of a weapons 
of mass destruction-free Middle East. Tehran 
dismantled its own stocks of chemical weapons in 
the mid-1990s before ratifying the Chemical 
Weapons Convention in 1997 (which Israel has 
signed but not ratified). 


Israel maintains a policy of ‘nuclear ambiguity’. 
Although it is thought to have a stockpile of 
between 80 and 400 nuclear warheads 
deliverable by aircraft, submarines and the 
Jericho Ill intercontinental ballistic missile, Tel 
Aviv neither denies nor confirms its status as a 
nuclear power. 


Tel Aviv has accused the Islamic Republic of 
maintaining a secret nuclear weapons programme, 


and has demanded "paralyzing" sanctions against 


the country over Iran's alleged violation of its 
obligations under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA) nuclear deal. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has also stressed repeatedly 
that Israel would "not allow" Tehran to achieve 
nuclear weapons capability, and said Israel would 
“continue to act methodically against Iran's attempts 
to militarily entrench on our borders." 


On Tuesday, at a memorial to Israeli soldiers who 
died during the Yom Kippur War of October 

1973, Netanyahu warned that Israel was "not 
ruling out a preliminary strike" against Iran, 
saying Tel Aviv would be "ready to fight" if Tehran 
tries to establish a presence north of Israel. 


Comment: It's likely that Iran has a nuke, but history 
has shown us that those running Israel are the ones 
who would be most likely use theirs: 


- Israel, not Iran, has an illegal nuclear arms 
program - here are the details 

. Forbes asks: 'Was Israel responsible for the 
Beirut explosion?' 
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Azerbaijan's president says "neighbor" Russia is 


most suitable mediator, Turkey accused of sending 
terrorists in from Middle East 


RT 
Sat, 03 Oct 2020 14:08 UTC 


FILE PHOTO: View shows settlement in 
Martakert district in Nagorno-Karabakh 


Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev has named 
Russia as the best-placed country to resolve the 
dispute with Armenia over Nagorno-Karabakh, 
noting that Moscow has more knowledge of the 
region than either Paris or Washington. 


"Russia is one of the countries which is a 

mediator, along with United States and France," 
Aliyev said in an interview with Al Jazeera published 
on Saturday. 


"Of course, Russia has a special position, because 
it's a neighbor to Azerbaijan, neighbor to the region." 
Aliyev believes that, due to Russia's geographical 
proximity to the Caucasus, it has a better 
understanding of the events of the last three 
decades, and therefore can do a better job in 
helping to find a solution. "We think that three 
countries should continue to work together if all 
of them keep neutrality," said the president. "If 
you are a mediator in such a sensitive issue, you 
should act in this capacity." 


In 1992, the US, France, and Russia became co- 
chairs of the newly founded OSCE Minsk Group, 
created with the goal of finding a peaceful resolution 
to the Nagorno-Karabakh issue. Nagorno-Karabakh 
is a disputed region in the Caucasus, and both 
Azerbaijan and Armenia believe they have strong 
claims to the territory. The latest escalation in the 
conflict between Baku and Yerevan started on 
September 27, continuing a decades-long 
disagreement. On Thursday, the Minsk Group 


countries released a joint statement demanding an 
"immediate cessation of hostilities between the 
relevant military forces." 


Comment: RT reports that Azerbaijan's president 
says the three decade conflict must be resolved "as 
soon as possible": 


"We can't wait for another 30 years' 


In an interview with Al Jazeera, published on 
Saturday, Aliyev said that the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) group 
on Nagorno-Karabakh, co-chaired by the US, 
France and Russia, "has been working for 28 years 
to mediate a solution, but to no avail." 


We are not in a position to listen to statements like 
‘Stop it, we will work [with you], we will negotiate, we 
will help.’ We have heard this many times. We do 
not have time to wait for another 30 years. The 
conflict must be resolved now. 


The decades-long dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh - 
a large Armenian-populated enclave within 
Azerbaijan - turned violent on September 27, when 
Armenia and Azerbaijan blamed each other for 


aggression long the border. Heavy fighting 
continued throughout the week, with deaths reported 
among Armenian and Azerbaijani forces, as well as 
civilian casualties. Several buildings, including a 
hospital, were damaged during shelling of the 
disputed region's capital on Friday. 


On Thursday, the leaders of Russia, France and the 
US issued a joint statement, urging for an immediate 
end to the violence and for both sides to resume 
talks. Aliyev's office reported that President Macron 
of France had made a phone call to the Azerbaijani 
leader on Friday, again urging for a ceasefire and 
negotiations. 


Aliyev, however, told Al Jazeera that talks would 
be "meaningless" unless Armenia agreed to "the 
return of the occupied territories to Azerbaijan." 
The region proclaimed itself independent amid a 
bloody war in the early 1990s against the 
backdrop of the breakup of the Soviet Union, and 
has remained closely allied with Armenia. 


Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, 
meanwhile, told Canadian newspaper The Globe 
and Mail that "a ceasefire can be established 


only if Turkey is removed from the South 
Caucasus," referring to Ankara's strong support 
for its historical ally Azerbaijan. He also said that 
"terrorists" from the Middle East are fighting in 
Nagorno-Karabakh “under Turkey's 
sponsorship." 


Turkish Foreign Minister Mevilut Cavusoglu said 
on Friday that "if the situation is not resolved" 
and Azerbaijan does ask for assistance, Ankara 
“would not hesitate" to provide it. 


President Macron previously said that France has 
"credible" information that Syrian militants arrived in 
Nagorno-Karabakh through Turkey. Russia's 
Foreign Ministry also warned that the deployment of 
militants from Syria and Libya creates "long-term 
threats to the security of all countries in the region." 


RFE/RL reports that both countries have shown a 
willingness to resolve the conflict: 


The comments come one day after the Armenian 
Foreign Ministry said it welcomed a joint call the 
previous day from the Minsk Group for an immediate 
cessation of hostilities between forces fighting over 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 


There are concerns that this week's flare-up in 
violence around the disputed territory could 
grow into a full-blown war between the archfoes 
and draw in regional powers Russia and NATO- 
member Turkey. 


Turkish Foreign Minister Meviut Cavusoglu on 
October 3 rejected "superficial" demands for a 
cease-fire. Such demands "will not be useful this 
time," Cavusoglu said, according to state-run 
Anadolu news agency. 


Cavusoglu said a day earlier at a news conference 
in Rome with his Italian counterpart that a cease-fire 
would be conditional on Armenia's withdrawal. 


"As the Azerbaijani president has said, Armenia 
must withdraw from these territories in order for 
Azerbaijan to declare a cease-fire," Cavusoglu said. 
"This is an absolute legitimate call." 


Armenia on October 2 accused Azerbaijani forces of 
striking Nagorno-Karabakh’'s capital, 

Stepanakert. RFE/RL's Armenian Service reported 
that four people were injured but no one was killed. 


Shoot-Down Claims 


Armenia also claimed it had shot down three 
Azerbaijani aircraft on October 3. Azerbaijan's 
Defense Ministry denied the claim, saying "nota 
single combat aircraft of the Azerbaijani Air 
Force was shot down." 


Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian said in an 
address on October 3 that the scale of the attack 
was unprecedented. 


"We are experiencing, perhaps, the most decisive 
moment in our millennial history," Pashinian said, 
adding: "Today, more than ever, we are determined 
to defend our identity, our homeland, our right." 


Pashinian said he spoke by phone on October 2 with 
commanders and other officers who are on the front 
line. He said about 150 high-ranking Turkish 
military personnel "are at the command posts of 
various levels of the armed forces of Azerbaijan 
and are in charge of military operations." 


Nagorno-Karabakh is internationally recognized as 


Azerbaijani territory, but it and a handful of adjoining 
regions are controlled by ethnic Armenian 
separatists with close ties to Yerevan. 


The Kremlin said Russian President Vladimir Putin 
spoke by telephone with Armenian Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinian on October 2 and "insisted on the 
need to immediately stop the hostilities and resume 
political-diplomatic efforts" to settle the dispute in 
line with the Minsk Group appeal. 


Both men "agreed to continue contacts in various 
formats," it said. 


— 
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Military will be involved in Covid-19 vaccination 
scheme, UK health secretary confirms 


RT 
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Secretary of State for Health and Social Care Matt 
Hancock said the UK government is "working as 
hard as we can" to get a Covid-19 vaccine ready, 
and he confirmed the military would be involved 
in “making the rollout happen." 


= Ff . 


Comment: And that's not all, according to iNews 
which first broke the story over a month ago - and 
note that many ridiculed the idea at the time - also 
details that the military will also be tasked with: 


The scale of the programme, potentially to cover the 
entire UK population of nearly 67 million, would also 
require military assistance with transportation, 
refrigeration and storage, as well as security 
against possible sabotage or criminal damage. 


As you'll see below, the state has recently, brazenly, 
given itself power to be both judge, jury, and 
executioner. 


Speaking at a virtual Conservative Party conference 
about the pandemic, Hancock said the "armed 
services" and the contact-tracing app NHS will both 
be implemented in deciding how to distribute a 
potential vaccine "according to clinical need." 


"We have set out the order in which people will get it, 
we have set that out in draft pending the final clinical 
data," he said, adding the contract tracing app has 
received 15 million downloads since being 
launched last month. 


"It's gone off the shelf like hotcakes, like digital 
hotcakes," he said of the app. 


Comment: With a population of 63 million, it is 
rather depressing that so many have downloaded tt, 


however, thankfully, that number is still well under a 
quarter of the population. It's also probable that this 
figure has been deliberately inflated. 


Critics had already been wary of the military's 
involvement in the distribution of a vaccine as 
there have been multiple calls for making it 
mandatory and possibly penalizing those who 
opt out of getting inoculated. 


Comment: Already the government have been 
arresting and fining people for simply not wearing a 
mask, so it's glaringly obvious that those who can't 
prove they've taken the vaccine will be penalized. 
Perhaps they won't force you to take the vaccine, 
but instead they may life very difficult for those who 
haven't had tt. 


British Conservative MP Tobias Ellwood argued 
last month the military should distribute the 
vaccine and hand out certificates to those 
inoculated to later allow for international travel. 
He also recommended a “national database" 
tracking those vaccinated and those not. 


Others in the medical field have also called for 


mandating the vaccine or issuing certificates, 
including Dr. Anthony Fauci in the US, that people 
would carry as "immunity cards" to prove they are 
inoculated against the virus. 


Hancock made no mention of a potential vaccine 
being mandatory though, and Britain's vaccine task 
force chair, Kate Bingham admitted to the Financial 
Times on Sunday that vaccinating everyone in the 
UK is "not going to happen." 


"There's going to be no vaccination of people under 
18. It's an adult-only vaccine, for people over 50, 
focusing on health workers and care home workers 
and the vulnerable," she said. 


There is no solid time table for when a vaccine 
will be available, but Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
told BBC on Sunday that the coronavirus situation 
will look "radically different" by spring of next year, 
though he warned the country is in for a "bumpy" 
road through Christmas. 


"It may even be bumpy beyond," he said. 
Comment: Why is it that they're making vaccination 


plans when the vaccine isn't even ready and their 
predictive models, testing, and solutions up until this 


point have been proven to be deadly wrong? 


What makes the matter even more chilling is that, 
just 2 weeks ago, a high court ruled that the UK's 
institutions are now free to plan and commit crimes. 
Pay attention to the sheer breadth of agencies below, 
as detailed by the BBC, given these powers: 


Which agencies will be able to authorise secret 
crimes? 


- MIS and other intelligence bodies 

- Police forces and the National Crime agency 

- Immigration and Border Officers 

- HM Revenue and Customs, Serious Fraud 
Office 

- UK military forces 

- Ministry of Justice (investigations in prisons) 

- Competition and Markets Authority, Environment 
Agency, Financial Conduct Authority, Food 
Standards Agency, Gambling Commission and 
Medicines and Healthcare Regulation Authority 


See also: 


- Everything You Think You Know About 
Coronavirus... 


- Compelling Evidence That SARS-CoV-2 Was 
Man-Made 


Also check out SOTT radio's: 


- Objective:Health - The Ultimate Insanity of the 
Covid Lockdown - Interview with Sott.net Editor 
Joe Quinn 

- Objective:Health - Operation 'Warped' Speed - 
These People Are Crazy! 

- Objective:Health - Deconstructing the Covid 


Narrative with Investigative Journalist Rosemary 
Frei 
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Heating up: Report that ‘unidentified aircraft’ 
attacked pro-Baghdad militia in lraq near border with 
syria 

Ilya TSukanov 

Sputnik 
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Shi'ite Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) gather 
with Iraqi army on the outskirts of Tal Afar, Iraq, 
August 22, 2017 


Over the past year-and-a-half, Iraq's pro-government 
paramilitary forces have accused Israel of targeting 
them in air raids on multiple occasions. Tel Aviv has 
accused 'Iranian-backed' militias of using Iraq to ship 
weapons to Syria, but has declined to comment on 
whether or not it has carried out any operations 
inside lraqi territory. 


A Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) militia unit was 
bombed by unidentified aircraft west of the town of 
Akashat, Iraq near the Iraqi-Syrian border, Arab 
media have reported, citing a security source in 
lraq's western Anbar Governorate. 


According to the source, the attack took place 
shortly after midnight on Sunday morning, with the 
area struck multiple times. The source said the 
strikes caused material damage, but no loss of life or 
injuries. 


In a related development, US military sookesman 
Wayne Marotto announced Sunday that US planes 
had conducted operations to "strike at the heart of 
Daesh [ISIS*]," in neighbouring Syria, where they 
reportedly destroyed "terrorist training camps in the 
remote Badiyah Desert." 


The spokesman did not clarify where exactly US 
strikes took place. The Badiyah Desert is spread 
over about 500,000 square kilometers of the Middle 
East, covering southeast Syria, most of Jordan, part 
of western Iraq and northern Saudi Arabia. 


Unidentified aircraft and drones have repeatedly 
struck Iraqi militia positions over the past year-and- 
a-half or so, with militia leaders and lawmakers in 
Baghdad accusing Israel of culpability, and the US 
of acting as a co-conspirator due to its control of 
lraqi airspace. 


© Al-Jazeera 
Previous targeting of a Popular Mobilization site 
in Iraq on April 10, 2020 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
hinted that his country may have conducted 
strikes on PMF ammunition depots in Iraq in 
August 2019, saying that Israel will act "in very 
many theatres" against Iran, "a state that seeks to 
annihilate us." Formally, Israel has not admitted 
responsibility for carrying out strikes in Iraq since 
1981, when its jets destroyed an Iraqi nuclear power 
plant southeast of Baghdad. 


lran has provided the PMF with logistical and 
advisory support for the war against Daesh between 
2014-2017, and been accused by both Tel Aviv and 


Washington of using the group as a proxy for its 
regional operations. Tehran has denied these claims, 
and said its support was aimed at combating 
terrorism. 


The US began withdrawing some of its 5,200 troops 
in Iraq in March amid an unceasing string of rocket 
attacks on fortified positions where its forces operate 
in the wake of the January assassination of a senior 
lranian commander in Baghdad, which prompted 
lraq's parliament to pass a non-binding resolution 
demanding their departure. Late last month, US 
media reported that Washington had warned 
Baghdad that it would withdraw from its Embassy in 
the Iraqi capital unless Iraq managed to check 
attacks on American personnel. 


* A terrorist group outlawed in Russia and many 
other countries. 


Comment: More on the Popular Mobilization Forces 
(PMF) 


- Iraqi PMF destroys ISIS stronghold allegedly 
used by group's leader 

- Top Iranian diplomat Zarif discusses US troop 
pullout with Iraq's PME chief 


- Israeli drone strikes in Iraq likely launched from 
SDF-held Syria says Baghdad 

- Tensions rising: Alleged Israeli airstrike on 
ammo depot in Baghdad a ‘declaration of war' - 
lragi lawmaker 

- Who's behind the ammo warehouse explosions 
in Iraq? 

- US confirms Israel staged 'several strikes in 
recent days' on Iraq 


— 


Tweet Pint_ 
See Also: 


US indicts 2 ISIS 'Beatles' on charges linked to 
beheadings of American hostages 

Trump orders Mnuchin, Meadows and GOP 
leadership to stop negotiating coronavirus stimulus 
until after the election 

Homeland Security report finds White 
supremacy ‘the most consistent and lethal threat’ 
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Russian pilots of the Su-34 at the Hmeimim base 
in Syria. 


Five years ago Russia became involved in the 
Syrian civil war, prompting an abrupt U-turn in the 
situation on the ground and ending the spread of 
Islamist terrorism in the country. Middle East expert 
Ghassan Kadi and Syrian journalist Basma Qaddour 
have taken a look at the Russo-Syrian strategic 
partnership's achievements and plans. 


On 30 September 2015, Russia started an air 
operation against Daesh* in Syria in response to a 
request for military help from the Arab Republic's 
legitimate government headed by President Bashar 
al-Assad. 


"We all know that thousands of people from 
European countries, Russia, and the post-Soviet 
region have joined the ranks of the so-called 
Islamic State, a terrorist organisation that - | 
want to stress again - has nothing to do with 
genuine Islam", President Vladimir Putin told a 
special summit of government members on that 
day. "There is no need to be an expert to realise 
that if they succeed in Syria, they will inevitably 
return to their own countries, and this includes 
Russia." 


Russia's Involvement Became a Game Changer 


The Russian involvement became a turning point for 
Syria, which has been engulfed by civil war since 
2011. As a declassified document compiled by the 
US Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) in 2012 
indicated, the major forces driving the insurgency in 
the Arab Republic were the Salafists, the Muslim 
Brotherhood’, and al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI)* that 


“supported the Syrian opposition from the beginning, 
both ideologically and through media”. At that time 
the US and EU signalled their sympathy with the so- 
called "moderate" Syrian rebels and urged Assad to 
step down. 


In September 2014, the US intervened in Syria 
under the pretext of the war against Daesh 
(ISIS/ISIL)*, a terrorist organisation that emerged out 
of AQI. The US military led a coalition of several 
regional and external players - including forces from 
the UK, France, Jordan, Turkey, Canada, Australia - 
and provided support to the Syrian rebels and the 
Kurdish-dominated Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 
on the ground. 


Apart from the invasion by the US-led coalition, tens 
of thousands, perhaps hundreds of thousands of 
fighters poured into Syria from Turkey, Jordan, 
Lebanon and Iraq, recalls Ghassan Kadi, a Middle 
East expert and political analyst of Syrian descent. 


“They were heavily armed and trained", he 
stresses. "Without the use of targeted air power, 
eliminating such forces would have been a very 
difficult task to perform on the ground." 


There was a considerable likelihood that the 


terrorists were going to win, the Middle East expert 
continues. If the jihadists prevailed, the political, 
constitutional and demographic nature of Syria 
would have changed "from that of tolerance, 
secularism and inclusivity, to that of a Wahhabi 
Sunni fundamentalist, one that does not even 
tolerate Sunnis who don't adhere to this tradition", 
according to Kadi. 


By September 2015, jinadi groups had moved very 
close to the Syrian capital, Damascus, which was 
nearly two-three weeks away from falling to foreign- 
backed terrorist groups, echoes Basma Qaddour, a 
Syrian journalist and head of the news department 
at The Syria Times. 


Moscow's military move of 30 September 2015 
came as a "huge turning point", according to the 
observers. 


“The biggest role that Russia played militarily was in 
the use of its air power and expertise on how to fight 
in a dense urban environment", notes Ghassan 
Kadi. "This tipped the balance of power against 
the invaders and in favour of the Syrian Army." 


© Russian Ministry of Defense 
Russian Air Force's long-range aircraft hit ISIS 
targets in Syria 


What Goals Have the Russo-Syrian Alliance 
Achieved? 


By December 2017, the Russo-Syrian 

coalition eliminated 60,318 jihadists, including 819 
terrorist leaders, and liberated 1,024 settlements, 
most notably the strategic cities of Aleppo, Palmyra, 
Akerbat, Deir ez-Zor, Meyadin and Abu Kemal. 


Backed by the Russian Aerospace Forces, the 
syrian Arab Army eliminated Daesh's major 
strongholds, with Idlib remaining the only jihadi 
hotbed in the country. Thus the Russian military 
presence on the ground and successful anti-terrorist 


aerial campaign made any prospective full-scale 
NATO offensive irrelevant, according to Ghassan 
Kadi. 


After the deployment of the military police in the 
Arab Republic to monitor a cease-fire in new de- 
escalation zones in July and agreeing with 
Damascus on the formation of a permanent 
grouping at the Tartus naval facility and the 
Hmeimim airbase, President Viadimir Putin 
announced the withdrawal of the Russian troops to 
their permanent bases in December 2017. However, 
Moscow continued to provide support to Syria: in 
general, the Russo-Syrian coalition 

has liquidated more than 133,000 jihadi militants. 


In parallel with its military effort, Russia, 
together with Iran and Turkey, arranged peace 
talks between the Syrian government delegation 
and opposition forces in Astana in late 
December 2016. In subsequent years, the Astana 
format of negotiations led by Moscow, Tehran and 
Ankara helped to lower the intensity of the clashes 
on the ground by concluding ceasefire deals and 
founding four de-escalation zones in the war-torn 
country. 


Comment: Russia-Turkey brokered ceasefire most 
viable plan to succeed, according to UN Syria envoy 


© AP Photo / Pavel Golovkin 
The map of four de-escalation zones in Syria 
presented by Col. Gen. Sergei Rudskoi of the 
Russian General Staff, Deputy Defense Minister 
Alexander Fomin and Lt. Gen. Stanislav 
Gadzhimagomedov, Moscow, Russia, Friday, 
May 5, 2017 


"Here we can point out to the fact that the Astana 
peace talks aimed at a post-war Syrian order as an 
effective alternative to similar efforts within the 
United Nations", Basma Qaddour underscores, 
referring to the Geneva peace talks on Syria held 
since June 2012 under the auspices of the UN. 


© Sputnik / Aleksei Nikolskiy 
President of Russia Vladimir Putin, Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani during a joint press 
conference after the 5th Trilateral Summit in 
Astana format on the Syrian crisis 


Obstacles in the Path to Restore Peace & Order 


Still, the reconciliation process is largely hampered 
by the US and Turkish military presence in the 
region, argues Qaddour, stressing that these foreign 
players must pull out of the Arab Republic. Touching 
upon the issue of the US-SDF military bases in the 
region, the journalist suggests that the Syrian 
popular resistance is likely to squeeze them out from 
these areas. In August 2020, Syrian tribal leaders in 


Deir ez-Zor and Aleppo called upon the US and their 
Kurdish proxies to leave the region. 


"The problem is that US-backed ‘Syrian 
Democratic Forces’ (SDF) militia in eastern Syria 
are currently in control of approximately 70% of 
Syria's national oil resources and a number of 
valuable gas facilities. The eastern Euphrates is 
under the control of US occupation forces and 
SDF militia," says Qaddour. 


Comment: 


- Trump quadruples down on pledge to steal 
Syria's oil: "The only troops | have are taking the 
oil’ 

- Turkey slams US claims to 'keep' Syrian oil 
fields as contradiction of international law 


. Assad to sue US over open theft of Syria's oil 


In addition to this, Idlib is still controlled by terrorist 
groups, she points out, stressing that as many as 
85% of terrorists in Idlib are affiliated with Hayat 
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)*. Kadi echoes the journalist's 
concerns: "Apart from non-Syrian fighters who were 
either killed or fled, the remaining actual Syrian 
fighters are all in the Idlib region, hence any 


reconciliation talks will have to wait until the region is 
fully back under the control of the Syrian 
Government", he notes. 


Turkey, which supervises the Idlib de-escalation 
zone, has vowed to separate the moderate 
opposition from terrorists, liberate the M4 highway 
and form a security corridor around this highway. 
According to Moscow and Ankara, these 
agreements are being gradually implemented. _ 


© AP Photo / Baderkhan Ahmad 
Turkish and Russian patrol near the town of 
Darbasiyah, Syria 


Russia to Help Syria Revive Post-War Economy 


However, at the present moment, reconciliation 


seems to have taken a step back from centre court, 
as the major issue to deal with at the moment is the 
economy, Kadi points out, citing the Syrian oil issue 
and Washington's Caesar Act strangulating the 
country. 


“The Western-centric order has made it almost 
impossible for nations to trade and interact 
without reliance on the greenback, the Internet 
and the SWIFT banking system", the Middle 
Eastern expert says. “Any nation that finds itself 
under Western sanctions risks being isolated 
and falling under the mercy of even further 
sanctions such as the Caesar Act." 


Under these circumstances, Damascus 

is expanding business ties with Russia to facilitate 
economic recovery. During the Russian delegation's 
September visit to Syria, Deputy Prime Minister Yuri 
Borisov told the press that Moscow had presented a 
package of economic proposals to the Arab 
Republic in July in order to tackle the post-war crisis 
and US sanctions. It is expected that these 
proposals will be sealed in December 2020. 


The economic difficulties and the pressure 
exerted by the West have prompted regional 
players, most notably Syria and Iran, to form new 


alliances and economic partnerships, notes Kadi. 


According to him, the US sanctions policy is 
doomed as "the West is no longer the centre of 
manufacturing even of advanced 

commodities". The political analyst suggests that in 
the foreseeable future nations such as Russia, 
China, Iran, Syria, in theory, will be "capable of 
supplying each other with all of their basic needs 
without having to resort to Western imports". 


The Syrian civil war and subsequent events on the 
ground have once again proven that the days of the 
post-Cold war Western-centric world order are over, 
echoes Basma Qaddour. 


"The US pushes an anti-world agenda in order not to 
face the difficult reality that it is no longer the world's 
only superpower and it has to adapt to an 
increasingly multipolar world", she concludes. 


“Al-Qaeda, Daesh (ISIS/ISIL), the Muslim 
Brotherhood, and Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) are 
terrorist groups banned in Russia. 


Ekaterina Blinova ts a freelance journalist and has 
been a Sputnik contributor since 2014. She has a 
specialist's degree in history and specialises in US, 


European, Middle Eastern and Asian politics, 
international relations, sociology and high tech. 


Comment: Nations around the world have seen that 
Russia can be a true friend: 


- Russia will continue to support Syria's fight 
against terrorists, despite Trump and Erdogan's 
calls to stop 

. lran's perspective on Russians in Hamadan: 
Russia Is our ally 
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Baku doesn't need Syrian mercenaries or military 
help from Turkey in conflict with Armenia, Azeri 
presidential adviser tells RT 


RT 
Sun, 04 Oct 2020 16:55 UTC 


© Azerbaijan's Defense Ministry 
Azerbaijani troops taking part in joint drills with 
the Turkish military. 


Reports of Azerbaijan getting military help from 
Turkey and using militants from Syria in the conflict 
over Nagorno-Karabakh is "Armenian propaganda” 
and "fake news," Hikmet Hajiyev, a senior adviser to 
the president, has told RT. 


"There are ties of strategic partnership... and there 
are also brotherly relations between Turkey and 
Azerbaijan - but in this conflict Turkey isn't involved 
as a third party," Hajiyev insisted. The participation 
of Ankara in Baku's dispute with Armenia over 
Nagorno-Karabakh - a mainly Armenian-populated 
region regarded as part of Azerbaijan under 
international law which declared independence and 


remains under Yerevan's control since a 1994 
ceasefire - is only of a "political, geopolitical and 
moral" nature, he added. 


Azerbaijan doesn't need any third party participation. 
We have strong armed forces. We have enough of 
our own resources. Azerbaijan has a 10-million 
population and we also have enough reserve 
potential. 


Claims of Turkey supporting Azerbaijan during a 
week of intense fighting on the contact line in 
Nagorno-Karabakh are nothing, but "cheap political 
propaganda by the Armenian side," the senior 
adviser to Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev said. 


Republic of Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev 


Hajiyev also rejected claims that militants from Syria 
were deployed to rejoin the fight on the side of Baku 
as "fake news." Doing so would've been "illogical" as 
Azerbaijani troops know the terrain much better and 
are more accustomed to fighting in mountainous 
areas, he explained. 


The statement came just hours after Yerevan filed a 
request with the European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR), demanding measures to be taken against 
Turkey over its "diverse assistance" to Azerbaijan's 
attacks against civilians and other targets in Armenia 
and the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh. 


Earlier, French President Emmanuel Macron insisted 
that Paris had "credible" information that Syrian 
militants have arrived in Nagorno-Karabakh through 
Turkish territory. 


Hajiyev slammed France's attempts to pose as a 
mediator in the conflict between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia, saying that "it's not acting in full 
understanding" of the situation and "taking a 
one-sided approach." 


"France was always pro-Armenian because there 
are 500,000 Armenians living there," he said. 


Paris, which itself has a history of relying on 
mercenaries during its military operations in Africa, 
shouldn't blame others for such things, Hajiyev 
pointed out. 


The Azerbaijani official has urged foreign journalists 
to refrain from visiting Nagorno-Karabakh "because 
it's a risky zone and the Azerbaijani government 
can't be responsible for their safety and security." He 
accused Yerevan of deliberately "bringing journalists 
to very risky areas and using them as a human 
shield." 


The adviser reiterated Baku's stance that it was 
Armenia who fired the first shots and which keeps 
targeting civilians in Azerbaijan. According to 
Hajiyev, Azerbaijan was carrying out what he called 
"a peace enforcement operation," aimed at making 
Armenian troops withdraw from the disputed region. 
Only this will provide the opportunity to settle 
Nagorno-Karabakh in line with international law, he 
said. 


Yerevan, meanwhile, is accusing the Azeri side of 
being the aggressor and attacking civilian targets in 


Nagorno-Karabakh and inside Armenia. 


Armenian authorities earlier expressed their 
readiness to work with Russia, the US and France, 
as well as with the OSCE, in order to restore the 
ceasefire with Azerbaijan. 


But they also vowed to use all means necessary to 
protect the Armenian population of Nagorno- 
Karabakh if Baku persists in seeking a military 
solution with Turkey's help. 


Comment: Macron put his foot in it: 


Azerbaijan's president has called on his French 
counterpart to apologize for his recent claims that 
Syrian soldiers have been funneled into the disputed 
Nagorno-Karabakh, where Baku is fighting against 
Armenian forces. 


“There are no mercenaries. We have an army of 
100,000 soldiers," Azerbaijan President Ilham 
Aliyev said in an interview with Al Arabiya on 
Sunday. "| demand that France apologize and 
show responsibility." 


Last week, French President Emmanuel Macron 


made the headline-grabbing claim that he had 
"reliable information" indicating that members of 
certain Syrian "jinadist groups" had arrived in the 
flaming Nagorno-Karabakh hotspot through the 
southern Turkish city of Gaziantep. 


As Syria settles down, is the Azerbaijan-Armenia 
conflict slated to be the next East-West conflict 
hotspot? According to Sir Halford Mackinder's theory 
of geopolitics, it is perfectly positioned. 


- Geopolitics of Empire: Mackinder's Heartland 
Theory and the Containment of Russia 

- Mackinder's Geopolitics vs. Xi Jinping's New Silk 
Road: Reality is Not a Closed System 

- Pepe Escobar: Empire of Chaos vs Eurasian 
Integration in 2016 

- The lran-Russia-China strategic Eurasia triangle 


— 


Tweet Pint 
See Also: 


Michelle Obama defends riots while falsely 
claiming Trump is ‘racist’ 

Senate Homeland Security Committee 
subpoenas Cambridge professor Stefan Halper in 
Russia probe 

Towards a new gold standard? Or a currency 
war with China? 


Login — Register to add your comments! 
Reader Comments (1) 


Base Bored - 3 days ago 


The news is all over the web that Azerbaijan 
and Turkey have brought in jihadi terrorists. 


See this article: [Link] 
Their battlefield communications have been caught 
and published. 


30 years ago, Azerbaijan also brought in jihadis 
such as Chechens, Mujaheddin, Pakistanis, and 
Turkey's Grey Wolves: 

See this study: [Link] 
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War enters second week: Armenia and Azerbaijan 
accuse each other of shelling cities, targeting 
civilians 


RT 
sun, 04 Oct 2020 12:30 UTC 


—_— —-. Kee. hia 


© Hikmet Hajiyev/Defense Ministry of Armenia 
The aftermath of rocket artillery strikes in 
Stepanakert (L) and Ganja (R) 


Heavy fighting continued on Sunday, as the conflict 
over the disputed Caucasus region of Nagorno- 
Karabakh entered its second week with 

both Armenia and Azerbaijan making opposing 


claims of escalations by the other side. 


Baku reported that Azerbaijan's second-largest 

city, Ganja, was hit by Armenian missile 

strikes, while Yerevan insisted that Azeri forces 
shelled Stepanakert, the major population centre in 
the mainly ethnic Armenian Nagorno-Karabakh. 


The two rivals carried out artillery and missile strikes 
throughout the day, with the intensity of the conflict 
showing no signs of winding down. Civilian areas 
were damaged as a result, both sides alleged. 


In Stepanakert, Nagorno-Karabakh's main city, 
home to roughly 55,000 people, sirens were heard, 
followed by several explosions in the area. There 
were power outages and residents rushed to nearby 
shelters. 


"New strikes are targeting Stepanakert, there are 
damages and injuries among civilians," the self- 
proclaimed republic's Foreign Ministry said. It later 
claimed that there had been deaths. 


Meanwhile, the Armenian Defense Ministry released 
footage showing cars and buildings on fire, and 
streets scattered with projectile fragments. 


Nagorno-Karabakh's forces vowed a crushing 
response, advising Azerbaijani civilians to leave 
large cities housing military facilities as they 
would be targeted in retaliatory strikes. As the day 
progressed, the unrecognized region claimed that a 
military airfield has been destroyed in 

Ganja, Azerbaijan's second city. 


Azerbaijani officials denied their miltary sustained 
any material losses, but confirmed Ganja came 
under intense rocket fire, and accused Armenian 
forces of targeting missiles "against dense 
residential areas." 


Hikmet Hajiyev, an adviser to Azerbaijan's president, 
said at least four missiles hit the city, uploading a 
video that shows the devastating aftermath of the 
strikes. 


Officials reported that one civilian was killed and 
32 were wounded in the city. Baku accused 
Armenia of launching the attack from inside its 
territory - thereby expanding the war 

zone, Azerbaijan's defense minister stated. 


"Azerbaijan will destroy military targets both inside 
Armenia and on occupied territories, from which 


shelling of our populated areas is taking place," 
Hajiyev told journalists. Yerevan has denied 
allegations that it opened fire from its territory. 


Intense hostilities have been raging between 
Armenian and Azerbaijani troops for a week, 
marking one of the worst escalations in the history of 
the decades-long dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh, a 
large mainly Armenian-populated enclave within the 
internationally recognized territory of 

Azerbaijan. Fighting broke out on September 27, 
when Baku and Yerevan accused each other of 
cross-border aggression. Both sides introduced 
martial law and conscription calls, deploying heavy 
weaponry to the frontline. 


This week, the leaders of France, Russia, and the 
US - members of the mediating OSCE Minsk Group 
- called for an "immediate cessation of hostilities 
between the relevant military forces." 


Comment: See also: 


- Azerbaijan-Armenia border clashes, casualties 
reported 

- Baku doesn't need Syrian mercenaries or 
military help from Turkey in conflict with Armenia, 
Azeri presidential adviser tells RT 


- Azerbaijan's president says "neighbor" Russia is 
most suitable mediator, Turkey accused of 
sending terrorists in from Middle East 


— 


Tweet Pint | 
See Also: 


Trump orders Mnuchin, Meadows and GOP 
leadership to stop negotiating coronavirus stimulus 
until after the election 

Homeland Security report finds White 
supremacy ‘the most consistent and lethal threat’ 

Trump will not 'waste my time’ participating in 
virtual presidential debate with Biden 
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Reader Comments (1) 


Base Bored - 3 days ago 
Turkey has flown thousands of jihadi 


terrorists to Azerbaijan. 


Which side, therefore, do YOU think is targeting 
civilians? 


That's right, Azerbaijan. 


Armenia and Nagorno-Karabagh are 
democracies. Azerbaijan is a dictatorship that 
imprisons journalists and civil rights activists. 


Which side, therefore, do YOU think is targeting 
civilians? 


Azerbaijan. 


Religion in Armenia: Christianity (Armenian Apostolic 
Church) since AD 301. Christianity spread into the 
country as early as AD 40. 


Obviously, Azerbaijan, Turkey and Israel are in sync 
on this one. Shared objective: destruction of 
Christianity 
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As Nagorno-Karabakh battle goes on, Armenia asks 
Washington if it supplied Turkey F-16s to aid 
Azerbaijan 


RT 
Mon, 05 Oct 2020 10:41 UTC 


© Reuters/Carlos Barria/Murat Sezer 
US President Donald Trump « F-16 fighter jet 


Armenia's prime minister wants clarification from the 
US about the sale of F-16s to Turkey, claiming the 
advanced jets are bombing civilians amid the 
‘existential’ battle with Azerbaijan over the contested 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 


Turkey and Azerbaijan strongly denied the 
claims, but the rebuttals have not prevented 
Armenia from raising the issue of Ankara's 
perceived involvement in the Nagorno-Karabakh 
fighting with its major NATO ally, the United States. 


Last Thursday, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan held a telephone conversation with US 
National Security Advisor Robert O'Brien, the New 
York Times reported on Monday. Washington 
"needs to explain whether it gave those F-16s [to 
Turkey] to bomb peaceful villages and peaceful 
populations," Pashinyan told the Times. 


According to the Armenian leader, O'Brien "heard 
and acknowledged" his grievances and 
promised to arrange a separate phone call with 
President Donald Trump. That conversation did not 
take place, however, as Trump announced he had 
tested positive for Covid-19 shortly afterward. 


Yerevan has long insisted that Turkey's backing 
of Armenia's arch-foe Azerbaijan is not restricted 
to diplomatic and propaganda support. In recent 
days, Armenian officials have repeatedly accused 
Ankara of funneling Syrian mercenaries into 
Nagorno-Karabakh, as well as deploying US-built 


F-16 fighter jets to aid Azerbaijani troops on the 
ground. 


The Turkish Air Force, one of the largest within 
NATO, is in possession of an estimated 245 F- 
16C/D aircraft assembled locally by Turkish 
Aerospace Industries. 


Hostilities broke out again between Azerbaijani and 
Armenian forces in Nagorno-Karabakh on 
September 27, with both sides blaming each other 
for firing the first shots. The disputed enclave, 
populated by ethnic Armenians but internationally 
recognised as an illegally-occupied territory of 
Azerbaijan, has seen many military flare-ups over 
three decades. But the current one poses an 
“existential threat" because of the Turkish 
factor, Pashinyan told the Times. 


Armenia has always been wary of Turkey, not least 
because of the bitter 20th century legacy of the 
genocide of Armenians by the Ottoman Empire - 
which killed an estimated 1.5 [million] people - but 
also due to its long-standing military and political 
support for Azerbaijan. 


According to officials in Yerevan, Turkish 
officers are commanding Azerbaijani Air Force 


operations in Nagorno-Karabakh. Last week, 
Armenia's military claimed that a Turkish F-16 shot 
down their Su-25 attack aircraft, leading to the death 
of a pilot. 


A spokesman for Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan denied Yerevan's claim, and Ankara's 
Defense Ministry said Azerbaijan's military is able to 
fight a war on its own. Baku, in turn, also 
dismissed Armenian assertions as "lies and 
provocation," noting that its air force does not 
have F-16s in its inventory. 


Comment: Many countries have the F-16 fighter jets. 
Is the US responsible for how and when they are 
used years after purchase? 


See also: 


War enters second week: Armenia and Azerbaijan 


accuse each other of shelling cities, targeting 
civilians 


— 
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See Also: 


Homeland Security report finds White 
supremacy ‘the most consistent and lethal threat’ 

Senate Homeland Security Committee 
subpoenas Cambridge professor Stefan Halper in 
Russia probe 

‘Undecided voters' at NBC-Biden town hall once 
told MSNBC they were voting for Biden...now not so 
much 
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Base Bored - 3 days ago 


The Turkish F-16 is from the US, obviously, 
and can be used only for defensive purposes. 


Turkey has violated American law. 


Also, Israel is on Azerbaijan's side and has supplied 
the latter with billions in weapons. 


There are thousands of jihadi terrorists in Azerbaijan. 


That puts Israel and terrorists in the same bed. 


They deserve each other. 
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CIA and MI6 behind Armenian - Azerbaijani conflict? 


Denis Churilov 
Fort Russ News 
Fri, O2 Oct 2020 22:55 UTC 


992. SECRET 
aS INTELLIGENCE 
~eesge: SERVICE MI6 


The clash between Azerbaijan and Armenia has 
been escalating fast. There is a full scale war going 
on, with both sides using heavy artillery, tanks, and 
aviation, with confirmed causalities already being in 
the hundreds, including civilians. 


This conflict is beneficial for both Azerbaijani 


and Armenian elites, in short term, as it allows to 
distract people from the economic 

issues (caused by the anti-coronavirus measures 
with the global recession/depression in the 
background) and temporary unite them in the face of 
a perceived threat, but there is also a distinct 
international dimension, with Turkey outrightly 
supporting Azerbaijan through its networks 
(president of France, Emmanuel Macron, among 
others, has stated that Syrian jihadists are fighting in 
Nagorno-Karabakh) and Turkish diplomats using 
highly militaristic rhetoric in relation to Armenia 
(Turkey should be quiet about anything that has to 
do with Armenia, given the history between the two 
in the early 20th century, but that is besides the 
point). 


There are multiple factors at play, but there are a 
few minor details that analysts do not really pay 
attention to. 


The current director of the CIA, Gina Haspel, was 
doing field assignments in Turkey in the early 
stages of her career, she reportedly speaks 
Turkish, and she has history of serving as a 
station chief in Baku, Azerbaijan, in the late 
1990s. It is, therefore, presumable that she still 
has connections with the local government and 


business elites. 


The current Chief of the MI6, Richard Moore, also 
has history of working in Turkey — he was 
performing tasks for the British intelligence 
there in the late 1980s and the early 1990s. 
Moore is fluent in Turkish and he also served as 


the British Ambassador to Turkey from 2014 to 
2017. 


The intelligence chiefs of the two most powerful 
countries in the Anglosphere are turkologists with 
connections in Turkey and Azerbaijan. It would be 
reasonable to assume that a regional conflict of 
such magnitude happening now, on their watch, 
is far from being a mere coincidence. 


Besides, there are two other powers in the 
region that can get pulled into this conflict, 
eventually — Russia from north and Iran from 
south, the countries that have deep economic, 
cultural, diplomatic and security interests in 
Armenia and Azerbaijan respectively. Neither 
Russia nor Iran needs another warzone at their 
borders, and neither is known for being liked by 
the US and the UK elites. 


Also, we shouldn't forget that this year is the 


Presidential Elections year in the United States, 
and it is common for Americans to try to solve 
their domestic issues through aggressive 
foreign policy (and they do have issues this time; 
probably the worst kind of issues they have had 
since the 1930s). Interesting that this conflict 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia (the conflict that 
has a potential of escalating into a World War 3) is 
happening now, mere weeks before the elections 
and the potential civil war in the United States. 


Besides, it is the year 2020, after all, with 
pan(plan?)demics, recessions, economic 
depressions, ultra-nationalism being utilised by 
different power groups across the world, and the 
global system in general going through a massive 
turmoil. 


Nothing good to be expected out of it all. 


— 
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Air Defence Axis: Russia would have 'no problem’ 
delivering S-400s to Iran 

Ilya TSukanov 

Sputnik 

Sun, 04 Oct 2020 23:05 UTC 


© AP Photo / Vadim Savitsky/Russian Defense 
Ministry Press 


lran's Air Defence Troops already operate four 
battalions of upgraded S-300PMU2s, including 
launchers plus the accompanying target detection 
and designation radar equipment. Furthermore, the 
country's domestic defence industries have created 
a range of first-rate air defence systems, including 
the Bavar 373 and the Khordad-3. 


Moscow would have "no problem" selling its S-400 
air defence system to Iran, Russian Ambassador 
Levan Dzhagaryan has said. 


"As you know, S-300s have already been 
delivered. Russia has no problem delivering S- 
400s to Iran. This was never a problem from the 
very beginning," Dzhagaryan said, speaking to 
Iran's Resalat newspaper in an interview 
published Saturday. 


Commenting on "US threats" to try to extend the 
United Nations arms embargo against Tehran 
indefinitely, the diplomat stressed that Moscow 
would not be intimidated by US pressure, would 
make good on any commitments made, and 
would be willing to listen to offers from the 
Iranian side to buy Russian arms when the UN 
embargo expires on October 18. 


Dzhagaryan also recalled that immediately after the 
Trump administration withdrew from the Iran nuclear 
deal in May 2018, Moscow "took a strong stance 
against the United States and called on the deal's 
three European signatories to stand together with 
us." 


“But the issue | want to address is very 
important: the three European countries did not 
support the United States, but they also continue 


to criticize lran's activities in the region. On one 
hand, they say that the arms embargo against 
lran should be lifted. On the other, they say that 
Iran should not continue its activities. The 
Russian side has said from the start that there 
would be no problems selling arms to Iran 
starting on October 19," he reiterated. 


Last month, after its attempts to extend the 
international arms embargo against Iran fell through 
at the UN, Washington threatened to impose the "full 
force" of secondary sanctions against any arms 
producer dealing with Iran. 


S-400s for Iran? 


lran already has experience with Russian-made 
military equipment, including the S-300 air defence 
system. In August, Iranian Defence Minister Brig. 
Gen. Amir Hatami inspected a S-400 system during 
a trip to Russia for the ARMY-2020 military expo 
outside Moscow. 


The S-400 is presently the most advanced road- 
mobile air-defence system in Russia's arsenal, 
and is capable of shooting down everything from 
enemy planes, helicopters and drones to ballistic 
and cruise missiles at ranges up to 400 km. In 


addition to Russia, the system is operated by 
China, Belarus and Turkey, with India expecting 
to receive several regiments of the system soon. 


A 2019 assessment by the US Defence Intelligence 
Agency suggested that Iran may be interested in 
buying Russian S-400s, K-300P Bastion coastal 
defence systems, Su-30 fighters and T-90 main 
battle tanks once the embargo expires. 


In September, Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
Aerospace Force Commander Amir Ali Hajizadeh 
announced that in addition to importing arms, the 
lifting of the embargo will enable Iran to export its 
military equipment abroad in full compliance with 
international law. 


Over the past decade, Iran's defence industry 

has taken maior strides in the creation of advanced 
military hardware, ranging from missiles, tanks and 
aircraft to warships, radar systems and even 
domestically-produced satellites. Iran's new air 
defence equipment in particular proved its worth in 
June 2019, when a Khordad-3 medium-range 
missile system shot a stealthy $220 million US 
Global Hawk surveillance drone out of the sky after it 
illegally entered Iranian airspace over the Strait of 
Hormuz. 
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Assad says it's 'very probable’ Turkey is ferrying 


terrorists to 'Erdogan instigated’ Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict, Canada halts drone sales 


RT 
Tue, 06 Oct 2020 10:45 UTC 


© RIA Novosti; REUTERS/Erik De Castro 
FILE PHOTOS 


Syrian President Bashar Assad says he agrees with 
Russian and French reports suggesting Turkey has 
been sending militants, from his country, to fight in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, where clashes between 


Armenia and Azerbaijan continue. 


Assad also labeled Turkey the ‘instigator’ of the 
conflict. "We definitely can confirm it, not 
because we have [direct] evidence, but 
sometimes if you don't have evidence you have 
indicators," the Syrian president exclaimed, in an 
exclusive interview with Moscow news agency 
Sputnik. Recalling recent history, he 

suggested Turkey has relied on "terrorist" 
manpower either on Syrian soil or in other 
locations across the region. 


"Turkey used terrorists coming from different 
countries in Syria. They used the same method in 
Libya; they used Syrian terrorists in Libya, maybe 
with other nationalities," the president told Sputnik. 
These instances are enough for him to be convinced 
that Turkey employs similar tactics when it comes to 
the ongoing Armenian-Azeri hostilities, he insisted. 


"SO, it's self-evident and very probable that they are 
using that method in Nagorno-Karabakh because, 
as | said earlier, they are the ones who started 
this problem, this conflict; they encouraged this 
conflict. 


Unloading on Turkish President Recep Tayyip 


Erdogan, Assad called him "the main instigator and 
initiator" of the Nagorno-Karabakh hostilities. "I 
would sum up his behavior as dangerous, for 
different reasons," the Syrian leader offered. 


Syria's deep-seated animosity towards Ankara was 
fuelled by the 2016 Turkish intervention in 
northern Syria, which came under the pretext of 
safeguarding Turkey's borders from Syrian 
Kurdish insurgents. Turkish forces and allied 
Syrian militias took control of the large swathes of 
the north of Syria, drawing accusations of 
‘occupation’ from Damascus. 


A week ago, Syria's foreign minister labeled 
Turkey a ‘sponsor of terrorism’ in his UN General 
Assembly address. The Turks that facilitated 
“entry of tens of thousands of foreign terrorists 
into Syria" are still supporting Jabhat al-Nusra 
and other terrorist organizations, he warned. 


Allegations that Turkey has been deploying Syrian 
mercenaries to aid its ally Azerbaijan in its fight 
against Armenians surfaced shortly after heavy 
fighting broke out in Nagorno-Karabakh on 
September 27. 


Yerevan suggested “about 4,000 militants" 
crossed into Azerbaijan from Turkey, while 
France's President Emmanuel Macron echoed 
this claim, citing "reliable information" of such a 
deployment. Syrian irregulars have used the 
southern Turkish city of Gaziantep as a gateway, he 
alleged. 


Baku has strenuously rebuked the Armenian 
accusations, calling them "complete nonsense" and 
"cheap political propaganda,” and insisting that 
Azerbaijan is in no need of mercenary 
reinforcements or any kind of third-party help from 
Turkey. It also demanded an apology from France 
over Macron's remarks. 


Ankara has also denied involvement in the Nagorno- 
Karabakh hostilities, describing the accusations as 
part of Armenian efforts to create "dark propaganda" 
about Turkey, according to Reuters. Previously, a 
Turkish presidential adviser used the same 
language while dismissing the claims as a 
disinformation campaign. 


Canada halts sale of drone gear to Turkey over 
alleged use in Nagorno-Karabakh, Ankara dubs it 
‘double standards’ 


© AFP / BIROL BEBEK 
Turkish UAV TB2 Bayraktar 


The surprise decision by the Canadian government - 
announced by Foreign Affairs Minister Francois- 
Philippe Champagne on Monday - "is an indication 
of the double-standard approach of this country," the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry said in a statement on 
Tuesday. 


Turkish diplomats also recalled that Ottawa has 
been less principled when it comes to exporting 
arms to other warring parties around the 

world. Canada "did not see any problem in 
exporting weapons to countries that were 
militarily involved in the crisis in Yemen, which 
was one of the greatest humanitarian tragedies 
of this century," Ankara noted. 


Comment: He has a point. But that doesn't mean he 
should get any drones. 


Thriving Canadian weapons exports to Saudi 
Arabia have almost doubled since 2018, 
amounting to $2.9 billion in 2019, according to 
estimates. Riyadh is leading an air campaign by the 
coalition of Gulf states in war-torn Yemen against 
Houthi rebels. The UN recently accused Canada - 
along with France, the UK, the US, and Iran - of 
perpetuating the conflict that has killed roughly 
112,000 people, among them 12,000 civilians, 
since its outbreak in 2014, creating a 
humanitarian crisis. 


Comment: UK resumes arms sales to Saudi Arabia 


claims ‘possible’ war crimes in Yemen are ‘isolated 
incidents’ 


"There can be no explanation for preventing exports 
of defense products," Turkish diplomats insisted. 


Champagne, meanwhile, justified the suspension of 
arms sales to Turkey by reference to concerns over 
Canadian technology "being used in the military 


conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh." Since September 27, 
the ethnic-Armenian-populated region has been 
engaged in heavy hostilities against Azerbaijan - 
which has the unwavering the support of Turkey. 


"In line with Canada's robust export control regime 
and due to the ongoing hostilities, | have suspended 
the relevant export permits to Turkey, so as to allow 
time to further assess the situation," the minister's 
announcement read. 


The move was reportedly made in response 

to calls from arms control advocates who alleged 
that Canadian-made drone optics and laser targeting 
systems were mounted on the TB2 Bayraktar, the 
Turkish armed unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV). The 
Azerbaijani military announced that it sought to 
purchase the drone back in June, although details of 
its operations with the air force are unclear. 


Previously, Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev told 
TRT broadcaster that Turkish-made drones have 
helped the military to reduce human losses. Yerevan 
reported downing several Azerbaijani drones in 
combat. 


Meanwhile, Armenian diplomats have piled 
pressure on Israel, one of Baku's major arms 


vendors. Last week, Yerevan recalled its 
ambassador to the Jewish state for consultation, 
demanding that it stop selling arms to Azerbaijan. 


The demarche apparently yielded some results, with 
Ambassador Armen Smbatyan saying on Monday 
that Israel had given "a verbal promise" to halt 
arms supplies in the coming days. 


Comment: Israel has demonstrated time and again 
that it's verbal promise is worth nothing if there's 
something for it to gain. 


See also: Azerbaijan's president says "neighbor" 
Russia is most suitable mediator, Turkey accused of 
sending terrorists in from Middle East 
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Azerbaijan crows over partial retreat of Nagorno- 
Karabakh forces but Armenia says it was a 'trick' that 
killed 200 Azeris 


RT 
Tue, 06 Oct 2020 20:06 UTC 


© Sputnik / Azerbaijan's Defence Ministry 
A destroyed military vehicle on the contact line 
in disputed Nagorno-Karabakh. 


The information war between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan is as keenly fought as the one on the 
battlefields of the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh. On 
Monday evening, both sides celebrated purported 
successes while downplaying setbacks. 


The conflicting accounts featured an Azerbaijani 
report on the capture of three villages and Armenian 
claims of eliminating 200 enemy troops. 


Armenia's Defense Ministry said that the forces of 
Nagorno-Karabakh successfully implemented a 


“tactical trick" on Monday, which allowed them to 
deliver significant losses to Azerbaijan's military. 
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The Republic of Nagorno Karabakh, also known 
as NKR or Republic of Artsakh, is a region that is 
de jure part of Azerbaijan but proclaimed its 
independence in 1991. 


According to the ministry, the fighters imitated retreat 
from their battle positions in one of the key areas on 
the contact line. And when the Azerbaijani soldiers 
moved in to occupy the ground that they thought 
was abandoned, they walked straight into a trap. 


An Azerbaijani unit was subject to intensive artillery 
fire and lost some 200 soldiers before fleeing, the 
Armenian side insisted. 


Azerbaijan's Defense Ministry, which earlier tweeted 
about the enemy's retreat, hasn't commented on any 
losses among its servicemen. 


Almost at the same time as the Armenian 
announcement, the President of Azerbaijan Ilham 
Aliyev tweeted that his country's military 

had “liberated” three villages in Nagorno-Karabakh 
and gained control of several strategic heights in the 
region. Aliyev called the Nagorno-Karabakh 
campaign "successful" for Baku. 


The fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh - a mainly 
Armenian-populated region regarded as part of 
Azerbaijan under international law, which declared 
independence and remains under Yerevan's control 
since a 1994 ceasefire - erupted a week ago. 


The South Caucasus neighbors blame each other 
for initiating the violence and striking civilian targets, 
while regularly reporting losses on the enemy's side 
and their own military victories. 


Yerevan has vowed to do everything to defend 
ethnic Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh from an 
Azerbaijani attack, while Baku insists that it's 
working for peace, which, it repeatedly says, would 


only be possible if all Armenian troops withdrew from 
the region. 


Comment: Armenia is asking to its recent military 
discharges to re-enlist voluntarily: 


The Armenian prime minister, on Monday, asked ex- 
soldiers discharged during the last twelve months to 
take up arms again. Nikol Pashinyan says the fight 
against bitter rival, and neighbor, Azerbaijan is one 
"of life and death." 


"| want to appeal to our guys discharged [from the 
Armenian military] over the past year - come to the 
central military recruitment office and enroll in the 
army," Pashinyan said in a video message posted 
on his Facebook page and quoted by the media. 


He explained that Armenian law doesn't allow for 
this category of former soldiers to be mobilized, and 
asked them to come instead as volunteers. 
Pashinyan added that he is calling veterans to a 
"battle of life and death" and the "genocide of 
Armenians" needs to be avoided. 


In the next post, the PM said his son has joined the 
troops. 


Armenia announced a nationwide conscription call 
shortly after hostilities with Azerbaijan broke out over 
the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region. Baku has 
also called citizens to arms but proclaimed the 
mobilization to be partial. 


Puppet Masters 


A 


While urging a ceasefire in Nagorno-Karabakh, Putin 
confirms Russia will fulfil defense-pact obligations to 
Armenia 


Jonny Tickle 
RT 
Wed, 07 Oct 2020 18:10 UTC 


© Press office of Armenian Defense Ministry PAN 
Photo via AP 
In this Sunday, Oct. 4, 2020 photo, an Armenian 
soldier fires an artillery piece during fighting 
with Azerbaijan's forces in self-proclaimed 
Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijan. 


Russian President Vladimir Putin has called the 
ongoing military face-off in disputed Nagorno- 
Karabakh a "tragedy" and has indicated his 
willingness to honor Russia's long-standing mutual 
defense treaty with Armenia, if required. 


Speaking to the Rossiya TV network, Putin noted 
that two million Azerbaijanis and over two million 
Armenians live in Russia, and that "a huge number 
of Russian citizens maintain close, friendly and even 
familial relations with both republics." 


"This is a tragedy," the president said. "We are very 
worried, because Azerbaijan, Armenia, and 
Nagorno-Karabakh are all territories inhabited by 
people who are not strangers to us." 
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Although Russia acts in an official capacity as a 
meditator of the Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict, 
Yerevan and Moscow are officially allied as part of 
the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO), 
along with Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and 
Tajikistan. According to the organization's 
agreement, aggression against one CSTO member 
is perceived as aggression against all. Therefore, if 
Azerbaijan attacks Armenia territory, Russia is 
obliged to help out. 


"As you know, Armenia is a member of the CSTO, 
and we have certain obligations to Armenia under 
this agreement," Putin explained. "To our great 
regret, the fighting is still going on, but it is not being 
conducted on the territory of Armenia." 


The president noted that Russia will continue to 
discharge all its obligations under the treaty, and has 
urged Yerevan and Baku to agree on a ceasefire. 


Along with US President Donald Trump and French 
President Emmanuel Macron, Putin last week called 
for "an immediate cessation of hostilities between 
the relevant military forces." Russia, the US, and 
France are chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group, which 
is tasked with ending the Armenian-Azerbaijani 
conflict. 


The dispute between Azerbaijan and Armenia is 
decades old, with both countries believing they have 
strong claims over Nagorno-Karabakh. The region is 
internationally recognized as part of Azerbaijan, but 
is primarily populated by ethnic Armenians. Baku 
considers the enclave to be illegally occupied by 
Armenia. In the past fortnight, the war has again 
flared up. 


Comment: Though the conflict has been simmering 
for decades, the situation now seems to be 
developing into another Syria. All the same behind 
the scenes players are involved 


- Lavrov: Statements by Turkish leaders on 
Karabakh crisis unacceptable, like calls for war 

. Assad says it's 'very probable’ Turkey is ferrying 
terrorists to 'Erdogan instigated' Nagorno- 
Karabakh conflict, Canada halts drone sales 

- As Nagorno-Karabakh battle goes on, Armenia 
asks Washington if it supplied Turkey F-16s to 
aid Azerbaijan 

- Who benefits in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict? 
U.S. tops the list 


- Armenia vs Azerbaijan, East vs West: Nagorno- 
Karabakh crisis and the NATO-Israeli 


connection 


- Explosive stakes on Armenia-Azerbaijan 
chessboard 


Reader Comments (3) 


Base Bored - about 23 hours ago 


Putin is NOT living up to Russia's mutual 


defense agreement with Armenia. 
Putin is lying. 


The U.S. is allowing Turkey to use American- 
supplied F-16 jets against Armenians. This 
contravenes U.S. law. 


Trump is doing nothing about this. 


And the U.S. has done nothing to have jihadi 
extremists, including ISIS terrorists, who are fighting 
Armenians, removed from Azerbaijan. 


— Joyly - about 21 hours ago 


Base Bored What you say is true but Putin 
has indicated Russia will live up to their agreement - 
we will have to wait and see. 


peter mcloughlin - about 9 hours ago 


The Armenia Azerbaijan conflict is yet one 
more contestant for which regional dispute will 
trigger WWIII. [Link] 
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Towards a new gold standard? Or a currency war 
with China? 


Peter Koenig 
New Eastern Outlook 
Mon, 05 Oct 2020 00:00 UTC 


Rumors have it that the remaining months of 2020 
may bring drastic and explosive changes in the 
world's financial system. But such "doomsday" 


rumors have been floating around every beginning 
of fall during the last few years. Why? - The US 
dollar is getting weaker and weaker. It is not quite on 
a free fall, but still remains a major trading currency 
and a key world reserve currency. And for many 
economists that's difficult to understand. 


However, it is unlikely that that the collapse of the 
dollar will come from one day to the next. That would 
not be good for the world economy, as still too many 
countries depend on the dollar. 


Facts are, 


1.China's foreign exchange reserves have just 
increased to US$ 3.112 trillion equivalent, of 
which about US$ 1.3 trillion denominated in US- 
dollars - and in general forex-reserves continue 
to grow; 

2.Within short, possibly by the end of 2021, the 
Chinese yuan, or renminbi (RMB) could become 
the world's third largest reserve currency, after 
the US-dollar and the euro, surpassing the 
Japanese yen and the British pound, reported by 
CNBC; 

3.According to Morgan Stanley , at least 10 
regulators (i.e. Central Banks and similar forex 
regulating institutions) added the yuan to their 


reserves in 2019, bringing the total to 70 - and 
rising; 

4.According to the FED, the US economy could 
lose in excess to one third of its GDP up to 
the end of 2020 or mid-2021, while China's 
economy is expected to grow by 1.3% (IMF) 
in 2020, and by China's own estimate up to 
3.5%. 


Given the dismal covid-related world economy 
collapsing, and with China being the only major 
economy expected to grow this year, the number of 
yuan reserve holders may increase drastically by the 
end of 2020 and especially through 2021, 
suggesting that central banks around the world 
realize that for their financial stability, they must 
increase their yuan holdings significantly in the 
foreseeable future. This means shedding other 
reserve currencies, like the Japanese Yen, the 
British Pound, but especially the US-dollar. For 
example, Russia has dumped the dollar, reducing 
her dollar debt-holdings by 96%. 


The Russian Trade Minister, Denis Manturov, called 
on his BRICS colleagues to increase their trading in 
local currencies instead of US dollars. Trade in 
national currencies is a key aspect of cooperation of 
the five-nation alliance that includes Brazil, Russia, 


India, China, and South Africa and it is an effective 
way to dedollarize their economies. 


China and Russia and many of the Shanghai 
Cooperation (SCO) countries are trading for many 
years already in their local currencies, or in yuan, 
especially cross-border trading, but they are also 
promoting currency swap arrangements with other 
countries, eager to escape the iron fist of sanctions 
of the United States. 


In an interview with MarketWatch, senior fellow 
Stephen Roach at Yale University and former 
chairman of Morgan Stanley Asia, says coronavirus 
may cause a dramatic decline of the US dollar in the 
near future - "In a Covid era, everything unfolds at 
warp speed." Roach also predicted an up to 35% 
drop of the dollar against major international 
currencies. He adds, given today's economic 
outlook, this might happen rather quickly. 


Indeed, while western economies are struggling 
keeping afloat, China is preparing to launch a new 
international currency, the digital, gold-backed, 
possibly crypto-RMB as an international 
payment and reserve currency, completely 
outside the dollar-dominated SWIFT system. The 
new digital RMB money is currently tested in several 


Chinese cities with positive results. 


The People's Bank of China - China's Central Bank - 
recently revealed plans to have its sovereign digital 
currency ready in time for the 2022 Winter Olympics. 
The international rollout could actually happen much 
earlier, possibly in 2021, or earlier if warranted by 
international monetary events. In any case, the new 
trading currency may very likely find an astounding 
attraction by many countries that are eager to 
dedollarize and get out from under the boot of 
threats of sanctions by Washington. 


It is clear that any money or legal tender that will 
grow into a major international trading and reserve 
currency needs to be backed by a strong economy. 
Backing of a strong economy is fully commensurate 
with the yuan. China's economy today in real - and 
solid - output and long-term stability can easily be 
assessed as the world's strongest. Comparing for 
example the Chinese GDP with the US GDP is like 
day and night: The Chinese GDP consists of more 
than two thirds of tangible and solid production 
and construction of infrastructure, housing, 
transport, energy and so on; while the US GDP is 
almost the reverse, more than half is 
consumption and service industries. Most hard 
production is outsourced. This undoubtedly 


distinguishes the yuan or RMB from fiat currencies, 
as are the dollar and the euro - which are backed by 
nothing. Simply put, China's economy and her 
currency attract a lot of international trust and 
confidence. 


Unfortunately, these differences are not (yet) 
reflected by the undistinguished linear accounting of 
GDP, but they are recognized by international 
economic observers and analysts, including nations' 
treasurers around the world. 


These are good reasons for the new digital RMB 
or yuan to grow fast as a primary trade and 
reserve asset for many countries. It will most likely 
far outrank Bitcoin, which is often heralded as 
possibly the "new gold", or reserve currency. 


Not only would the number of countries holding the 
Chinese currency in their reserve coffers increase 
rapidly, but the total amount of yuan reserve 

holdings might skyrocket faster than analysts expect, 
signaling clearly the end of the US-dollar hegemony. 
This might undoubtedly shift the global balance of 
economic power. 


"Looking back years later, the two defining historic 
events of 2020 would be the coronavirus pandemic, 


and the other would be [China's] digital currency," 
Xu Yuan, a senior researcher with Beijing's 
University's Digital Finance Research Centre, told 
recently the South China Morning Post. 


KKK 


These developments are not ignored by Washington. 
The US will not so easily give up its dollar hegemony 
which means largely control over the world's 
economy and financial flows. Although the times of 
total dollar-control of the world economy are 
irreversibly gone, Washington intends to slow 
down the power shift as long as possible. 
Though a hot war is not excluded, more likely is 
a currency war. 


In line with the Great Reset announced by the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) and, in parallel, the IMF 
prediction of the Great Transformation 

(see this and this), a kind of currency revolution 
might be initiated, possibly introducing a major 
instrument for launching the Great Reset, alias 
Transformation. 


As a hypothesis, Washington could, via the IMF, 
return to some kind of a gold standard. It could take 
the form of a digital SDR-type currency-basket 


intended to replace the dollar and the emerging 
digital yuan / RMB as trading and reserve currency. 
The current composition of the SDR contains the 
five major international forex currencies, US dollar 
(41.73%), euro (30.93%), yuan (10.92%), yen 
(8.33%), and British pound (8.09%). 


Although the yuan is vastly undervalued, especially 
as compared with the US-dollar and the euro, the 
yuan is finally present in the basket since 2017 and 
has thereby become an official international 
exchange and reserve asset. The respective 
weights in the SDR basket have last been set in 
2016 and are valid for 5 years, meaning they are up 
for renegotiation and readjustment in 2021. 


Continuing with the hypothesis of the new gold 
standard, it might well be that in the hypothetical 
new SDR-like currency, gold would take a prominent 
role, one that overshadows the weakness of the US 
dollar. However, as was the case with the 1944 
gold-standard, Washington-Treasury-FED would 
insist on the value of gold in the basket being linked 
to the dollar - which would de facto 
disproportionately increase the respective weight of 
the dollar in the basket. 


lf such a hypothetical deal would be accepted by the 


majority of countries - the US has still the sole veto 
right in the two Bretton Woods Institutions, IMF and 
World Bank - the hypothetical gold-based "SDR" 
would be a serious contender to the emerging 
internationalized digital yuan / RMB. 


To forego such a situation, a possible currency 
war, China, as a holder of large direct and 
indirect gold reserves, may consider 
establishing a "gold commodity" market priced 
in yuan / RMB - and invite other large gold 
producers, like Russia, Venezuela, South Africa 
and others not in the US orbit, to join in an 
alternative currency, i.e. a yuan-denominated gold 
market, or a weighted average gold value of, say, 
the three major participants of the alternative gold 
commodity market. 


This alternative currency denominated gold would 
be strengthened by the power of the respective 
economies which would back it. 


In the end - as is already demonstrated today - 
international trust in the respective economies and 
their currencies - gold backed or not - will determine 
the outcome of a possible currency confrontation. 
China, already engaged in cross-border trading 
in local currencies and expanding yuan-trading 


arrangements internationally, for example, with 
currency swap measures in place with Russia, 
lran and Venezuela, would be well placed to 
break the US-currency hegemony. 


Finally, the goal is not to have one hegemon to 
replace another domineering power, but to establish 
a balanced world with several regional hubs or 
financial centers which would promote a monetary 
equilibrium that would gradually accompany 
progress of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the 
bridge that spans the world, with increasingly equal 
access to vital resources for building peacefully a 
World Community with a Shared Future for Mankind. 
Peter Koenig is an economist and geopolitical 
analyst. After working for over 30 years with the 
World Bank, he penned Implosion, an economic 
thriller, based on his first-hand experience. 
Exclusively for the online magazine "New Eastern 
Outlook." 


Comment: See also: 


- European Central Bank trademarks "digital euro" 


as it begins experiments on digital currency 
launch 


- Unprecedented monetary overhaul: Fed 


preparing to deposit digital dollars directly to 
each American 


- Bank For International Settlements’ (BIS) march 
towards a central bank digital currency 
continues to advance 

. The Chinese want the Yuan to beat the dollar in 
the digital field 

- Get ready for the next game-changer: China's 
digital Yuan 
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Get ready for the next game-changer: China's digital 
Yuan 


Pepe Escobar 
Strategic Culture Foundation 
Tue, 05 May 2020 00:00 UTC 


A new, radical paradigm shift is in progress. The U.S. 
economy may shrink as much as 40% in the first 
semester of 2020. China, already the world's largest 
economy by PPP for a few years now, may soon 
become the world's largest economy even in 
exchange rate terms. 


The post-Planet Lockdown world - still a hazy mirage 
- may well need a post-Planet Lockdown currency. 
And that's where a serious candidate steps into the 
fray: the fiat digital yuan. 


Last month, the People's Bank of China 
(PBOC) confirmed that a group of top banks 


started trials in electronic payment in four 
different Chinese regions using the new digital 
yuan. Yet there's no timetable yet for the official 


launch of what is called the Digital Currency 
Electronic Payment (DCEP). 


The man with the plan is PBOC governor Yi Gang. 
He has confirmed that apart from the trials in 
Suzhou, Xiong'an, Chengdu and Shenzhen, the 
PBOC is also testing hypothetical scenarios for the 
2022 Winter Olympics. 


While DCEP, according to Yi, "has made very good 
progress," he insists the PBOC will be "cautious in 
terms of risk control, especially to study anti money- 
laundering and 'know your customer’ requirements 
to incorporate in the design and system of DCEP." 


DCEP should be interpreted as the road map for 
China leading to an eventual, even more 
groundbreaking replacement of the U.S. dollar as 
the world's reserve currency. China is already 
ahead in the digital currency sweepstakes: the 
sooner DCEP is launched the better to convince the 
world, especially the Global South, to tag along. 


The PBOC is developing the system with four top 
state-owned banks as well as payment behemoths 
Tencent and Ant Financial. 


A mobile app developed by the Agricultural Bank of 


China (ABC) is already circulating on WeChat. This 
is in effect an interface linked to DCEP. Moreover, 
19 restaurants and retail establishments including 
Starbucks, McDonald's and Subway are part of 


the pilot testing. 


China is advancing fast on the whole digital 
spectrum. A Blockchain Service Network 

BSN) was launched not only for domestic but 
also for global trade purposes. A large committee 
is supervising BSN, including executives from the 
PBOC, Baidu and Tencent, according to the Ministry 


of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT). 
Backed by gold 


So what does this all mean? 


Well connected banking sources in Hong Kong have 
told me Beijing is not interested for the yuan to 
replace the U.S. dollar - for all the interest across the 
Global South in bypassing it, especially now that the 
petrodollar is in a coma. 


The official Beijing position is that the U.S. dollar 
should be replaced by an IMF-approved Special 
Drawing Rights (SDR) basket of currencies (dollar, 
euro, yuan, yen). That would eliminate the heavy 


burden of the yuan as the sole reserve currency. 


But that may be just a diversionist tactic in an 
environment of all-out information war. A basket of 
currencies under the IMF still implies U.S. 
control - not exactly what China wants. 


The meat of the matter is that a digital, sovereign 
yuan may be backed by gold. That's not confirmed - 
yet. Gold could serve as a direct back up; to back 
bonds; or just lay there as collateral. What's certain 
is that once Beijing announces a digital currency 
backed by gold, it will be like the U.S. dollar 
being struck by lightning. 


Under this new framework, nations won't need to 
export more to China than they import so they have 
enough yuan to trade. And Beijing won't have to 
keep printing yuan electronically - and artificially, as 
in the case of the U.S. dollar - to meet trade 
demands. 


The digital yuan will be effectively backed up by the 
massive amount of Made in China goods and 
services - and not by a transoceanic Empire of 800 
Bases. And the value of the digital yuan will be 
decided by the market - as it happens with bitcoin. 


This whole process has been years in the making, 
part of serious discussions started already in the late 
2000s inside BRICS summit meetings, especially by 
Russia and China - the core strategic partnership 
inside the BRICS. 


Considering multiple strategies to progressively 
bypass the U.S. dollar, starting with bilateral trade in 
their own currencies, Russia and China, for instance, 


set up a Russia-Chian RMB Cooperation Fund three 
years ago. 


Beijing's strategy is carefully calibrated, like 
playing go long-term. Apart from methodically 
stockpiling gold in massive quantities (just like 
Russia) for seven years now, Beijing has been 
campaigning for a wider use of SDR while making 
sure to not position the yuan as a strategic 
competitor. 


But now the post-Planet Lockdown environment is 
shaping up as ideal for Beijing to make a 

move. Even before the onset of the Covid-19 
crisis the predominant feeling among the 
leadership was that China is under a full 
spectrum attack by the United States 
government. Hybrid War already reaching fever 
pitch implies bilateral relations will only get 


worse, not better. 


So when we have China as the world's largest 
economy by both PPP and exchange rate; still the 
strongest growing major economy, barring the first 
semester of 2020; productive, innovative, efficient 
and on track to reach a higher technological level 
with the Made in China 2025 program; and capable 
of winning the "people's war" against Covid-19 in 
record time, all the necessary elements seem to be 
in place. 


But then, there's soft power. Beijing needs to have 
the Global South on its side. The United States 
government knows it very well; no wonder the 
current hysteria is all about demonizing China as 
"guilty" on all - unproved - counts of fostering and 
lying about Covid-19. 


An “impeding arrival" 


A key advantage of a sovereign digital yuan is that 
Beijing does not need to float a paper yuan - which 
by the way is being sidelined all across China 
itself, as virtually everyone is switching to 
electronic payment. 


The digital yuan, using blockchain technology, 


will automatically float - thus bypassing the U.S.- 
controlled global financialized casino. 


The amount of sovereign digital currency is fixed. 
That in itself eliminates a plague: quantitative easing 
(QE), as in helicopter money. And that leaves the 
sovereign digital currency as the preferred 
medium for trade, with currency transfers 
unimpeded by geography and, the icing on the 
cake, without banks charging outrageous fees as 
intermediaries. 


Of course there will be pushback. As in non-stop 
demonization of neo-Orwellian China for straying 
away from the whole purpose of bitcoin and 
cryptocurrencies - which is to have freedom from a 
centralized structure via decentralized ownership. 
There will be howls of horror at the PBOC potentially 
capable of seizing anyone's digital funds or turning 
off a wallet if the owner displeases the CCP. 


China is on it, but the U.S., UK, Russia and India 
are also on their way to launch their own crypto- 
currencies. For obvious reasons, the Bank of 
International Settlements (BIS), the Central Bank 
of Central Banks, is very much aware that the 
future is now. Their research with over 50 
Central Banks is unmistakable: we are facing an 


“impeding arrival". But who will take the Biggest 
Prize? 
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The Chinese want the Yuan to beat the dollar in the 
digital field 


Valentin Katasonov 
The Stalker Zone 
Sat, 11 Jul 2020 00:00 UTC 


China is half a step away from launching the digital 
yuan into mass circulation. 


Beijing has long harboured plans to make the yuan a 
global currency. Formally, the Chinese monetary unit 
received this status five years ago, when the IMF 
Board of Directors voted for it. On October 1st 2016, 
the decision came into force, and since then the 
yuan has been included in the basket of currencies 
used to calculate the SDR rate ("special drawing 
rights", a virtual currency unit issued by the IMF). In 
this basket, there were five currencies, and the yuan 
immediately took third place in terms of weight after 
the US dollar and the euro, ahead of the British 
pound and the Japanese yen. However, the yuan 
still has a very modest position in the global 
economy and international finance. 


At the end of Q1 2020, the share of the Chinese 
yuan in the total foreign exchange reserves of all 
IMF member countries was only 2.02%, compared to 
61.99% for the US dollar and 20.05% for the euro. 
And other currencies included in the SDR basket 
have more weight: the Japanese yen - 5.70%, the 
British pound - 4.43%. 


The share of the yuan in the total volume of 
transactions that passed through the SWIFT 
international payment system in May 2018 was only 
1.88%. Ahead were the US dollar (30.40%), the euro 
(34.19), the British pound (7.45), and the Japanese 


yen (3.54). And two years later, in May 2020, the 
share of the yuan even fell to 1.79%, and it fell from 
the 5th to 6th. Ahead of it were (the share of total 
payments through the SWIFT system: the US dollar 
- 40.88%; the euro - 32.91%; the British pound - 
6.75%; the Japanese yen - 3.53%; the Swiss franc - 
1.88%. 


At the same time, China surpassed the US in 
terms of its share of global GDP, calculated 
using the purchasing power parity (PPP) of the 
yuan, and ranked ‘st in the world back in 

2014. According to the IMF, in 2019 the share of 
China in world GDP, calculated by PPP, was 
19.25% and the share of the US was 15.11%. 


Beijing has been preparing a serious monetary 
reform for several years, which, according to the 
plan of the party and state leadership of the People's 
Republic of China, will solve a number of important 
socio-economic, monetary, and financial problems. 
We are talking about the introduction of an official 
digital currency - the digital yuan, which should be 
issued by the People's Bank of China (PBC). 


The topic of the official digital currency (the digital 
currency of the Central Bank - DCCB) is of concern 
to the monetary authorities of most countries of the 


world today. Several central banks are already 
preparing a central DCCB issue. Among them are 
the central banks of Sweden, South Korea, and 
China. Apparently, the US Federal Reserve has 
moved from a negative attitude to any digital 
currencies to a position of active support for the 
project of introducing the digital dollar. American 
monetary authorities have not only brought China 
and other countries out of their “digital 

hibernation" with their central DCCB projects, but 
also Mark Zuckerberg, the CEO of Facebook, who 
last year announced the launch of the Libra 
cryptocurrency and believes that it can replace 
traditional reserve currencies in international 
settlements. 


China has moved farthest in preparing for the 
introduction of central DCCB. Within the country, the 
digital yuan should suppress attempts to use private 
cryptocurrencies such as bitcoin, and prevent the 
PBC from eroding its monopoly on money issuance. 
Externally, the digital yuan is needed to service 
foreign trade and exports of Chinese capital (as long 
as they rely on the preferential use of the US 

dollar). With the help of the digital yuan, Beijing 
hopes to de-dollarise the economy and foreign 
economic relations. 


The task of emancipating China from the US dollar 
has become particularly urgent due to the fact that 
Washington started to impose economic sanctions 
against Beijing in connection with the events in Hong 
Kong. So far, the sanctions are expressed in the 
drawing up of blacklists of Chinese officials, but 
there is no guarantee that tomorrow Washington will 
not block payment and settlement operations of 
Chinese banks and companies through the SWIFT 
system. 


For China, the time factor is very important in the 
implementation of the digital yuan project. Beijing is 
seeking to be the first in the world to introduce 
an official digital currency, transactions with 
which will be invisible to US financial 
intelligence. Beijing expects that the digital yuan 
will be in demand not only by Chinese residents, but 
also by non-residents who are under economic 
sanctions (Iran, Venezuela, North Korea, Cuba, 
Russia, etc.) or may fall under such sanctions (for 
example, European banks and companies that are 
afraid of secondary sanctions for cooperation with 
companies and banks of "rogue" states). 


Research into the introduction of an official digital 
currency in China started in 2014. The emphasis 
was on the payment system, which should be 


created on the basis of a new currency. In English- 
language literature, this project is often referred to 
by the abbreviation DCEP (Digital Currency / 
Electronic Payment). If all dollar transactions are 
controlled by the Federal Reserve and 
Washington through the SWIFT, Fedwire, and 
CHIPS payment systems, then China's task is to 
create a payment system in which transactions 
with the digital yuan are controlled by the 
People's Bank of China and Beijing. 


Much attention in this project is paid to blockchain 
technologies (a distributed registry of transaction 
protocols), which were originally used in private 
cryptocurrency projects (bitcoin, Ether, etc.). If in 
private projects, blockchain technologies serve the 
horizontal relations of all participants, guaranteeing 
them anonymity, then this technology should allow 
the Chinese Central Bank to see everything that 
happens in the world of the digital yuan in both 
vertical and horizontal dimensions. 


The transition to a digital currency will 
dramatically strengthen the state's position in 
the world of money. Banks for conducting 
transactions with the official digital currency will be 
unnecessary. Accounts for digital currency holders 
are opened at the Central Bank, and transactions 


between digital currency account holders will occur 
faster than before. And the possibility of 
embezzlement of money will be excluded. The huge 
control and evaluation infrastructure that has 
emerged around private banks will become 
unnecessary: rating agencies, audit firms, banking 
supervision, and financial monitoring. 


A few years ago, Beijing prepared for the worst 
scenario in case the SWIFT system was blocked. 
The CIPS (Cross-Border Inter-Bank Payments 
System) international payment system was created, 
which includes 33 direct and 936 indirect 
participants and covers 96 countries. However, it did 
not become a fully-fledged alternative to SWIFT. 
Very little is known about the CIPS system; some 
believe that CIPS is a pilot project related to the 
DCEP project. 


China, many experts say, is more ready to introduce 
an official digital currency than most other countries 
in the world, even the United States, Germany, 
France, and the United Kingdom. China has been 
implementing a technological development 
program for several years, which aims to make 
China a superpower in the field of advanced 
technologies by 2025. Robotics, artificial 
intelligence, and blockchain are some of the 


areas where Beijing wants to dominate. 


And there is another reason why China may be 
ahead of other countries in introducing a central 
DCCB. The Chinese have become unaccustomed to 
cash. Electronic payments are commonplace for 
them. Not only in cities, but also in rural areas, 
residents almost do not use paper money, making 
payments using mobile phones through the payment 
systems Alipay or WeChat Pay. The PBC is not 
going to delay the abolition of cash. The PBC 
expressly states that the digital yuan is intended to 
replace the cash yuan. Glenn Woo, head of the 
Ledger Vault branch in the Asia-Pacific region, says 
that the Chinese will not even feel the replacement 
of the cash yuan with a digital one: 


"[F]rom the retail user's perspective, [you] wouldn't 
necessarily know what has changed — it's going to 
be the same. They will still use WeChat, the super- 
app, to do a lot of different things — shopping, 
calling cabs, transferring money, and so on <...> It's 
going to be seamless, no one is even going to know 
the difference." 


The secrecy stamp for research into the digital yuan 
was lifted on December 9th 2019, when the PBC 
disclosed details of pilot programs for testing the 
digital currency. Large-scale testing of the digital 


yuan started in April 2020. It involves four state- 
owned banks (the main one is the Agricultural Bank 
of China), as well as a number of large companies, 
including Huawei Corporation and 
telecommunications giants China Telecom, China 
Mobile, and China Unicom. In total, 22 companies 
are involved in the project. At this stage, the task 
is to develop mobile applications for storing digital 
yuan and SIM cards with built-in wallets for the new 
currency. 


Testing of the new currency takes place at four sites: 
in Shenzhen (Guangdong province, southern China); 
in the Xiong'an new economic district (the center of 
the Beijing - Tianjin - Hebei industrial region, 
northern China); in Chengdu; in Suzhou (eastern 
Jiangsu province). Little is known about the details 
of the experiment. It is assumed that a number of 
commercial institutions and organisations that 
provide services will accept digital yuan from citizens 
in payment. In Xiangcheng, a district in the east of 
the city of Suzhou, the government has started 
paying public servants half of the transport subsidies 
in digital currency. 


The next phase of testing is planned for 2022, during 
the Olympic games in China (mainly in Beijing). 
Foreign guests will be offered e-wallets with digital 


yuan and special SIM cards of Chinese Telecom 
operators. Candidates for the next round of tests 
may be Shanghai and the major cities of Hainan 

island, where significant amounts of foreign trade 
and capital are concentrated. 


The head of the investment company Sino Global 
Capital, Matthew Graham, assesses the situation in 
the world of digital currencies as follows: America 
has almost no chance to become a pioneer in the 
introduction of a national digital currency. It will 
be China; it is already half a step away from 
launching the digital yuan into mass circulation. 
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Bank For International Settlements' (BIS) march 
towards a central bank digital currency continues to 
advance 


Steven Guinness 
stevenguinness2.wordpress 
Thu, 02 Jul 2020 00:00 UTC 
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This time last year when the Bank for International 
Settlements released their Annual Economic Report, 
it combined with the announcement of a new 
initiative called the 'B/S Innovation Hub' (also known 
as 'Innovation BIS 2025'). The BIS refer to the 
Innovation Hub as a medium term project that 
comprises three main elements: 


- Identify and develop in-depth insights into 
critical trends in technology affecting central 
banking 

- Develop public goods in the technology 
space geared towards improving the 
functioning of the global financial system 

. Serve as a focal point for a network of 
central bank experts on innovation 


As you can see, technological innovation is at the 
core of the Hub's remit. 


The initial phase of the project saw Hub's opened up 
in Switzerland, Hong Kong and Singapore. An 
operational agreement was signed with the Hong 
Kong Monetary Authority in September 2019, 
followed by an agreement with the Swiss National 
Bank in October. The Hub in Singapore began 
operations in November. 


With phase one completed, the BIS have now 
moved into the second phase which they warned 
was going to happen when the Hub first launched. 
Accompanying the release of this year's Annual 
Economic Report, the institution announced that the 


Hub is expanding to new locations in both Europe 
and North America. 


Over the next two years, the Bank of England will be 
opening a centre, along with the Bank of Canada, 
the European Central Bank and four Nordic central 
banks (Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Iceland). A 
‘strategic partnership’ will also be formed with the 
Federal Reserve System. 


East and West may appear divided in the 
geopolitical sohere, but in the world of central 


banking they are very much united behind the 
common goal of the Hub. 


As the BIS outlined in a press release, the 
expansion will ‘allow Innovation Hub to spur 
central bank work across multiple fintech pillars’. 
General Manager Agustin Carstens confirmed that 
the 'new centres will expand our reach 
significantly and help create a global force for 
fintech innovation’. 


The importance of the Hub to the CBDC agenda is 
there to see, particularly with the onset of Covid- 
19. Aline in the BIS Annual Economic 

Report supports what Coeure had to say: 

The Covid-19 crisis, and the attendant rise of 
electronic payments, are likely to boost CBDC 
development across the globe. 


IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva recently 
told Italy's National Consultation that 'digital is a big 
winner in this crisis’ and that the pandemic may 
have ‘accelerated the digital transformation by 
two or three years’. 


The BIS insist, however, that research on CBDC's is 
‘still in its early stages, and development efforts 
will take some time’. 


From my perspective, by 2025 CBDC's will begin 
to be introduced, initially in conjunction with cash. 
But the long term objective is for the abolition of all 
tangible financial assets to be replaced with 
intangible wealth. The BIS attempted to convey in 
their annual report that a CBDC would prove as a 
‘digital complement to physical cash’. Perhaps to 
begin with, but nobody should deceive themselves 
into believing that cash has any sustainable future if 
and when CBDC's are offered to the general public. 


Comment: Probably a lot sooner at the rate that the 
technocracy is attempting to centralize absolutely 
everything in its grasp. 


To reinforce this notion, this is what Agustin 
Carstens stated during a speech at the Central Bank 
of Ireland in March 2019: 

Like cash, a CBDC could and would be available 
24/7, 365 days a year. At first glance, not much 
changes for someone, say, stopping off at the 
supermarket on the way home from work. He or 
she would no longer have the option of paying 
cash. All purchases would be electronic. 


What central banks (in line with state legislatures) 
are not going to do is simply outlaw cash when 
CBDC's become available. | believe what they want 
is for banknotes to dwindle to a level where they can 
make the argument that the servicing costs of 
maintaining the cash infrastructure outweigh the 
amount of cash still in circulation and being used for 
payment. 


An Access to Cash report published in the UK last 
year warned that because of bank branch closures 
and the decline of ATM's, Britain's cash network was 
at real risk of collapsing. Introduce a CBDC into the 
equation and you can see how cash will soon be 
deemed nonviable. Those who might opt to use 
cash over a digital currency would eventually have 
no other option than to transfer their money into a 
CBDC. 


One of the main goals of global planners is to target 
what they call the 'unbanked' or the 'underbanked'. 
In other words, those who exist largely outside of the 
financial system and trade anonymously. The BIS 
Annual Report declared that 1.7 billion adults and 
hundreds of millions of firms 'are tied to cash as 
their only means of payment. That is one fifth of 
the world's population that central banks are seeking 
to bring into their world - a digital only construct in 


which the only alternative is a life of destitution. 


Essentially, the central banking fraternity will want to 
be able to pinpoint the abolition of cash on the 
advancement of technology and the changing 
payment habits of the consumer, thereby taking the 
emphasis off themselves. 


With regards to changing consumer behaviour, the 
unproven fear perpetuated throughout the media 
that cash could transmit Covid-19 has successfully 
managed to undermine cash to the point where a 
large swathe of people have stopped using it. The 
latest statistics from Link show that in the UK 
transaction volume is down 47% on this time last 
year. 


Over time, central banks will be able to use a 
sustained reduction in demand for cash to their 
advantage. As Yves Mersch of the European Central 
Bank mentioned in May, 'if our customers, the 
people of Europe signalled a change in 
payments behaviour, we would want to preserve 
their direct link to the ultimate owner of our 
currency by maintaining their access to central 
bank liabilities’. 


The owner being the central bank, the liabilities 


being a CBDC. 


The ideological agenda of central banks to digitise 
the entirety of the world's financial system and to 
maintain their power base is being spearheaded by 
the Bank for International Settlements through their 
Innovation Hub. Unless people begin to recognise 
where the manipulation and growth in the CBDC 
narrative is coming from, and how there is a targeted 
agenda to guide the world into a cashless society, 
global planners will in the years to come get their 
way. 
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Unprecedented monetary overhaul: Fed preparing to 
deposit digital dollars directly to each American 


Epic Economist 
Thu, 24 Sep 2020 00:00 UTC 


The Fed has plans to create a hybrid digital legal 
tender, which differs from reserves that are stuck 
within the financial system, in that way, it could make 
direct deposits into US consumer accounts. How is 
that different from the previous forms of helicopter 
money? Essentially, it isn't. Apart from the 
consideration that it would have direct access to 
consumers information regarding transactions and 
any other monetary proceedings. Nothing major, 
right? 


Furthermore, Loretta Mester, Cleveland Fed 
president, has publicly stated in the Chicago 
Payment Symposium, in a section titled Central 
Bank Digital Currencies that the experience with the 
current health-crisis-related emergency payments 
"has brought forward an idea that was already 
gaining increased attention at central banks around 


the world, that is, central bank digital currency 
(CBDC)". And after the unexpected reveal, she goes 
on explaining that the "legislation has proposed 
that each American have an account at the Fed 
in which digital dollars could be deposited, as 
liabilities of the Federal Reserve Banks, which 
could be used for emergency payments." 


The boldness - to say the least - of their proposal 
doesn't end there. By launching in digital cash, 
the institution would manage to find a way to 
eliminate the "anonymous" physical currency in 
its entirety, and then be able to track every 
single banknote that they have created, knowing 
the destination of every transaction ever made 
during the whole time it was in action. And, at some 
point, the Fed could not only exterminate the digital 
currency when it becomes convenient, as it could 
practically disintermediate commercial banks 
because it would concede loans to US consumers 
and also deposit funds into their accounts directly, 
that is to say, the would have the power to make the 
whole traditional banking system obsolete. 


So here we quote Loretta Mester's detailing of the 
program's functioning, published on the Cleveland 
Fed website, which explains that the proposal 


“would create a new payments instrument, digital 
cash, which would be just like the physical 
currency issued by central banks today, but in a 
digital form and, potentially, without the 
anonymity of physical currency," admitting they 
can crack the public's privacy data as they please. 
She continues outlining that "depending on how 
these currencies are designed, central banks could 
support them without the need for commercial bank 
involvement via direct issuance into the end-users’ 
digital wallets combined with central-bank-facilitated 
transfer and redemption services," also 
acknowledging that it has the potential to separate 
itself from the current banking system and possibly 
crash its entire operation if it ever becomes fitting to 
their goals. 


With all the evidence on the table, it's possible to 
understand that the strategy of depositing digital 
dollars to all Americans gives the Fed powers that 
were once exclusive to Congress, meaning that they 
would be able to concede fiscal stimulus at its will, 
therefore, it will possibly boost a spectacular 
reflationary spike, since it is the lower-income 
segments of the American society that are the 
marginal price setters for economic goods and 
services. The bank will have the perfect excuse to 
constantly keep the inflation high, while the 


American standard of living crumbles to the benefit 
of a small group of asset holders. To avoid being 
swallowed up by the huge federal debt, as 
ZeroHedge cleverly pointed out 

"the Fed is now finalizing the last steps of a 
process that revolutionizes the entire fiat 
monetary system, launching digital dollars which 
effectively remove commercial banks as 
financial intermediaries, as they will allow the 
Fed itself to make direct deposits into 
Americans’ "digital wallets", in the process also 
making Congress and the entire Legislative 
branch redundant, as a handful of technocrats 
quietly take over the United States." 


So don't be misled by thinking their money will come 
without consequences, because this proposal will 
likely end the monetary freedom of the whole 
population, while it acts as a new surveillance 
system. 
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European Central Bank trademarks "digital euro" as 
it begins experiments on digital currency launch 


Zerohedge 
Sun, 04 Oct 2020 00:00 UTC 


As the world obsesses over Trump's taxes or 
whether or not he is using oxygen during his covid 
hospitalization, the biggest overhaul in monetary and 
currency history is quietly taking place just behind 
the scenes. Just two weeks ago, Cleveland Fed 
president Loretta Mester hinted at just how close the 
US is to a comprehensive overhaul of the entire fiat 
system when she said that "legislation has 
proposed that each American have an account at 
the Fed in which digital dollars could be 


deposited, as liabilities of the Federal Reserve 
Banks, which could be used for emergency 
payments." 


This, together with an August Bloomberg 

interview with Simon Potter, who led the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York's markets group for 
years, and Julia Coronado, who spent eight years as 
an economist for the Fed's Board of Governors (the 
two are among the innovators brainstorming 
solutions to what has emerged as the most crucial 
and difficult problem facing the Fed: get money 
swiftly to people who need it most in a crisis), in 
which the duo suggested depositing digital dollars 
directly in households' apps, prompted us to write 


two weeks ago that "In An Unprecedented Monetary 
Overhaul, The Fed Is Preparing To Deposit "Digital 
Dollars" Directly To Each American." 


Yet when it comes to clogged funding pipelines and 
a slow monetary transmission mechanism, while the 
Fed may be slow in responding to the collapsing 
monetary velocity the ECB is absolutely 

glacial, largely due to the fact that while the Euro 
area shares a monetary regime it still has 
independent fiscal regimes. 


Which may explain why while the digital dollar is still 


in its development stage (the Fed is currently 
conducting joint research with MIT on whether and 
when to launch it), Europe is far closer to hitting the 
"green" button on a digital currency: on September 
22 the ECB quietly filed to trademark the term 
"digital euro" (which appropriately enough 
abbreviates to DE to instill a sense of German 
patriotism when officials push Europe's most 
conservative society into the great monetary 
unknown) as disclosed by the website of the 
European Union Intellectual Property Office, as 
European officials are preparing to release an 
assessment of the benefits and drawbacks of 
creating a digital version of the currency. 
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The trademark lists various applications for both 
goods and services, among which: 


- Computer hardware, firmware and software; 
e-commerce software enabling users to carry 
out commercial transactions by electronic 
means via a global computer network; 
application software for block chains; software 
for purchase, sale, management, payment, 
downloading, recording and administration of 
tokens; payment cards; spare parts, accessories, 
software and firmware for all the above- 
mentioned goods. 

. Financial affairs; monetary affairs; banking 
services; credit card and debit card services; 
verification, analysis and evaluation of payment 
transaction data (financial services); financial 
information concerning foreign exchange 
transactions; financial information concerning 
currencies; issuance and redemption of tokens; 
foreign exchange trading operations; foreign 
exchange trading; money transfer services; 
processing of electronic payments; management 
of real estate assets of electronic tokens (e- 
wallet); financial services provided by electronic 
means; cryptocurrency services, namely, a 
digital currency or digital token, incorporating 
cryptographic protocols, used to operate and 
build applications and block chains on a 
decentralized computer platform and as a 
method of payment for goods and services. 


- Programming services in the field of 
information technology in connection with 
software for e-commerce; design, 
development and implementation of software in 
the field of block-chains; provision of advice and 
services provided by consultants relating to 
software; provision of computer programs for e- 
commerce. 

. Provision of user authentication services in 
the field of e-commerce 
transactions; provision of user authentication 
services in the field of e-commerce transactions 
on communication lines. 


The application was filed by the ECB's legal 
representatives Bock Legal: 
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This is happening as the growth rate of Europe's 
currency in circulation just jumped into the double 
digits, the fastest pace this decade, strongly hinting 


that the ECB will be incentivized to track and control 
all circulating currency... ideally by converting it into 
digital. 


ECB Currency In Circulation Growth Rate «a 
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To this point, on Friday, October 2 the European 
Central Bank announced that it will start 
conducting experiments to decide whether to 
launch a digital euro, according to Euro News. 


In a report setting out the pros and cons of launching 
a digital euro, the ECB said that it "could support 
the Eurosystems objectives by providing 
citizens with a safe form of money in the fast- 
changing digital world." By which, of course, it 
means preserving the ability to deposit - and 
withdraw - digital funds from European accounts at 
will, while in the process making banks redundant. 


Unlike private digital currencies like Bitcoin or 
Facebook's Libra, the digital euro would be a central 
bank liability and would complement the current 
offering of cash and wholesale central bank deposits. 
Its value would therefore not be volatile because it 
would be backed by the central bank. 


The ECB stressed in its report that financial 
institutions and infrastructures are "increasingly 
threatened" by a wide array of tail risks as the 
proportion of payments services that are digitalized 
is increasing. 


Blaming everything form cyberattacks, natural 
disasters and pandemics the ECB highlighted these 
"potential risks" because they can lead to outages of 
private card payment schemes, online banking and 
cash withdrawals from automated teller machines 
(ATMs) that could "significantly affect retail 
payments and erode trust in the financial system in 
general". In short the ECB doesn't even need a 
crisis to commence an unprecedented monetary 
overhaul - even the mere hint of some possible 
stress event is now a sufficient reason to shift 
away from paper currency and toward a digital 
one. 


The digital euro would thus provide a "possible 
contingency mechanism for electronic payments that 
could remain in use even when private resolutions 
are not available," the report notes. 


Surprisingly, the ECB also flagged that it could have 
a negative impact on financial stability (perhaps in 
anticipation of German complaints): "The euro 
belongs to Europeans and our mission is to be its 
guardian," said ECB President Christine Lagarde. 


“Europeans are increasingly turning to digital in the 
ways in the ways they spend, save and invest. Our 
role is to secure trust in money. This means making 
sure the euro is fit for the digital age. We should be 
prepared to issue a digital euro, should the need 
arise," she added. 


Did she say save? Save what? Where? Who in 
their right minds would "save" money in a bank 
to earn pay -0.50% interest rate? It's so blatantly 
obvious that the ECB's "digitalization" effort is 
merely an attempt to prevent Europeans from 
hoarding paper cash, thus avoiding punitive bank 
rates, that we won't even discuss it here. 


Furthermore, the ECB admits that some 79% of all 


euro area payments at points of sale are still cash 
transactions, amounting to more than half of the 
total value of all payments. There is nothing more 
the ECB would love than having a trail of each 
and every one of those transactions. 


Eventually, the ECB will decide whether it should 
proceed with creating the digital euro by mid-2021. 


Yves Mersch, a member of the executive board of 
the ECB, has backed the creation of a digital euro 
stressing earlier this year that money is a public 
good and that "it can only inspire trust and fulfill its 
key socioeconomic functions if it is backed by an 
independent but accountable public institution which 
itself enjoys public trust and is not faced with the 
inevitable conflicts of interests of private institutions." 


He described Libra, Facebook's planned digital 
currency which is to be overseen by a 28-member 
organization and backed by reserves of real-world 
assets, as "cartel-like". 


He also emitted doubt over the fact it will be 
released "by the very same people who had to 
explain themselves in front of legislators in the 
United States and the European Union on the 
threats to our democracies from their handling of 


personal data on their social media platform." 


Yes, because the ECB handling the personal and 
financial data of all Europeans under a fake pretext 
will be so much more "democratic." 


Comment: The transition to different forms of super- 
centralized, technocratic-controlled digital currency 
is fast occurring around the world. While not all 
blockchain-derived cryptocurrency will be completely 
under the thumb of the elites, you can be sure that 
these buggers will try, as much as possible, to make 
our use of money dependent, ultimately, on following 
their policies of dominance and control. 


See also: 


- In unprecedented monetary overhaul, The Fed 


is preparing to deposit "digital dollars" directly to 
"each American" 


- Bank For International Settlements’ (BIS) march 
towards a central bank digital currency 
continues to advance 

- The Chinese want the Yuan to beat the dollar in 


the digital field 

. Japan takes the first step towards a digital 
currency with virtual Yen experiment 

- Gates digital certificate - altering the narrative 
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Japan takes the first step towards a digital currency 
with virtual Yen experiment 


Charlie Osborne 
ZDNet 
Fri, 03 Jul 2020 16:45 UTC 


The Bank of Japan (BoJ) intends to start 
experimenting with digital versions of the Japanese 
Yen to test the feasibility of virtual currencies. 


As reported by Coin Telegraph, the bank issued a 
report on Thursday -- "Technical Hurdles for CBDC" 


-- that noted upcoming experiments with a central 
bank digital currency (CBDC) could provide an 
alternative to the traditional Yen. 


The bank has no plans -- as of yet -- to issue a 
digital currency, but says the organization is willing 
to explore the concept due to the increased use of 
digital payments, potentially adopted at a higher 
rate than expected due to the novel coronavirus 
pandemic and the shift by many vendors to 
contactless or card-based transactions. 


The BoJ wants to research two specific areas which 
the financial institution believes are the main hurdles 
to adopting digital currency: resilience and access. 


Resilience relates to scenarios such as a loss of 
power or access to IT systems -- an important 
concept in a country that experiences earthquakes 
frequently. If there is no means to access a currency 
when systems are down, this could provide 
economically damaging. 


In addition, a full shift to digital currencies could 
be a disaster for vulnerable or elderly members 
of society, who may need to use cash on a daily 
basis and who may not have access to the mobile 
technology or apps used to access funds. 


Local publication Nikkei estimates that as of 2018, 
only 65% of Japanese citizens owned a smartphone. 


As a result, the Japanese bank not only needs to 
find a feasible digital currency that can be used 
widely, but also one that can be accessed offline, in 
any environment, and not necessarily require 
reliance on a mobile device. 


The start date for the experiments is yet to be 
announced, but the bank intends to work with other 
financial institutions and technology companies soon 
to find a balanced way forward. In particular, offline 
payments that do not encourage or exacerbate fraud 
are a topic of interest. 


Japan's announcement follows China, a country that 
has already begun testing its own CBDC. Touted as 
a potential rival to the US dollar, China's ruling party 
intends to trial cryptocurrency across Shenzhen, 
Chengdu, Suzhou, and Beijing. 


Comment: A cashless society is a controlled society. 
But as with coronavirus lockdowns, the population 
seems to be asking for it. 
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Gates digital certificate - altering the narrative 


ViableOppposition.blogspot.com 
Thu, 14 May 2020 19:18 UTC 


Back on April 7, 2020, | posted this missive on Bill 
Gates and his vision for a post-COVID-19 utopia. In 
that posting, | linked to a recent TED discussion that 
Bill Gates used to propagate his viewpoint. 


As background, ITED is a: 


",..nonpartisan nonprofit devoted to spreading ideas, 
usually in the form of short, powerful talks. TED 


began in 1984 as as conference where Technology, 
Entertainment and Design converged, and today, 
covers almost all topics - from science to business to 
global issues...TED is a global community, 
welcoming people from every discipline and culture 
who seek a deeper understanding of the world. We 
believe passionately in the power of ideas to change 
attitudes, lives and, ultimately, the world." 


This is what TED has to say about Bill Gates: 


TED pear «= TED Ament 


Bill Gates 


Phitanthropést 


VY Otiigates $2 getesmatescom 


ia cana A passionate techie and a shrewd businessman, 
Bill Gates changed the world while leading 
Microsajt to dizzying success. Now he’s doing it 
again with his own style of philanthropy and 


passion for innovation. 


Vihy you should listen 


Now, let's look at the discussion in question. Here is 
the interaction with Bill Gates in its entirety (or what 
passed for the entire discussion on the TED 
YouTube channel: 


As | noted in the original posting, here is the most 
frightening aspect of Bill Gates' vision which you can 
find at the 34 minute 14 second mark: 


"Eventually what we'll have to have is certificates 
of who's a recovered person, who's a vaccinated 
person. Because you don't want people moving 
around the world where you'll have some 
countries that won't have it under control, 

sadly. You don't want to completely block off the 
ability for those people to go there and come back 
and move around." 


| also noted that the TED clip had been edited and 
that there was an additional sentence at the end 
of the exchange in which Bill Gates stated this: 
"So, eventually there will be sort of this digital 
immunity proof that will help facilitate the global 
reopening up." 


Unfortunately, those who are in control of the 
narrative at TED cleverly and skilfully edited out 
that last and perhaps most frightening aspect of 
the Gates' utopia, particularly among those of us 
that are concerned about the "Big Brother" 
aspect of contact tracing in the post-COVID-19 
era. Unfortunately, until recently, it was impossible to 


find an original copy of the full comment and the 
denizens of the internet were having to trust the 
reliability of alternate sources for the full discussion. 


Fortunately, someone has posted the entire dialogue 
on the Clyp website. Here is the unedited discussion 
(the comment that was edited out of the TED video 
can be found at the 39 minute 4 second mark: 


This begs the question; if what Bill Gates is 
proposing is completely ethical, above-board and 
not a frightening prospect, why is it that TED sought 
to hide the fact that Mr. Gates is proposing a digital 
immunity certificate? Certainly, we may have paper 
certificates for our vaccination records now but the 
use of a digital immunity certificate takes that one 
step further, particularly if that "certificate" happens 
to be a quantum dot like this: 


Interestingly, the funding for MIT's research into 
these "digital immunization records" is being funded 
by non-other than the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation. No surprise there! 


Alteringthe narrative - a growing pastime during the 
time of COVID-19. 
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Putin: Russian peacekeepers headed for Nagorno- 
Karabakh as Azerbaijan & Armenia sign armistice 


RT 
Mon, 09 Nov 2020 04:17 UTC 


© Sputnik / Aleksey Nikolskyi 


Russian President Vladimir Putin has confirmed that 
Baku and Yerevan have struck a deal to end the 
conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh, and that Russian 
peacekeepers will be deployed along the line of 
contact. 


The agreement will create conditions for a long- 
term settlement of the crisis in the interests of 
both peoples, Putin said shortly after midnight 
Moscow time on Tuesday (22:30 GMT Monday), 
confirming reports of the armistice Armenian PM 
Nikol Pashinyan described as "painful" but 
necessary. 


According to the text of the agreement that 
appeared in Russian media around midnight 
Moscow time - when the armistice was to take effect 
- Russia will deploy almost 2,000 peacekeepers 
along the line of contact and the "Lachin corridor," 
the road connection between Nagorno-Karabakh 
and Armenia proper. 


These peacekeepers will move in as the 
Armenian armed forces withdraw, and will stay 
for five years, according to the draft. An 
automatic five-year extension of their mandate is 


envisioned, unless any of the parties objects six 
months before its expiration. 


Neither Armenian nor Azerbaijani forces are 
supposed to advance beyond their current positions. 
This leaves the remaining territory of the Nagorno- 
Karabakh autonomous region somewhat surrounded, 
with only a 5-kilometer-wide corridor to Armenia 
proper, under protection of the Russian 
peacekeepers. 


A new road is supposed to be built through the 
Lachin area over the next three years, to connect 
Armenia with Stepanakert, the capital of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. In parallel, another road will 
be built through Armenia to connect Azerbaijan 
with its enclave of Nakhichevan in the southwest. 
Until then, Russian border troops will supervise 
the existing road traffic through Armenia to 
Nakhichevan. 


The agreement also provides for the exchange of 
prisoners and bodies of the dead, and the return of 
"all refugees and internally displaced persons" in the 
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh and surrounding 
areas, to be supervised by the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). In theory, 
this would mean the return of both ethnic Armenians 


and Azerbaijanis displaced by the conflict since 
1991, though it is unclear how that will function in 
practice. 


Nagorno-Karabakh was an ethnic Armenian enclave 
within the borders of the Soviet Republic of 
Azerbaijan, but seceded from Baku in 1991 as the 
soviet Union began to collapse. A 1994 armistice 
froze the conflict with ethnic Armenian forces in 
control of most of Nagorno-Karabakh, as well as 
surrounding territory of Azerbaijan proper. 


Renewed clashes over the region began in late 
September, and continued despite multiple 
ceasefires arranged by Moscow, and even one 
mediated by the US. The situation was aggravated 
by the fact that Azerbaijan received active 
support from NATO member Turkey, while 
Armenia is a member of the Collective Security 
Treaty Organization, a military alliance with 
Russia. 


Comment: The Armenian Prime Minister, Nikol 
Pashinyan, also announced the signing and while 
saying it was "not a victory," it will signal a rebirth of 
Armenian national unity. On the other side, 
Azerbaijan admitted its guilt in shooting down a 


Russian helicopter over Armenian territory. The 
Russian Foreign Ministry said in a statement that 
"the fact that Baku immediately admitted its guilt is 
positive." 


Azerbaijan had apologized for the downing of the 
Russian helicopter on Monday, in which two crew 
members were killed and one suffered injuries. The 
foreign ministry in Baku described it as a "tragic 
incident, which is an accident by nature and was not 
directed against the Russian side." 


The president of Azerbaijan praised the historic deal 
and also stated that Turkish forces would join 
Russian peacekeepers in the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region. 


While each country's leader was doing their best to 
quell tensions, crowds ended up besieging the 
parliament and government offices in the Armenian 
capitol of Yerevan after the deal was announced. 
Armenia has agreed to cede land that Azerbaijan 
has taken recently, along with more land to come in 
the recent months. It is unknown right now where 
the Armenian PM is residing. 


Minutes after the peace deal was announced, 


Russian peacekeepers began deploying to the 
contested Nagorno-Karabakh region. 
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Russia Will Render Yerevan 
'assistance' If Clashes Take 
Place On Armenian Territory 


Russia, on October 31 said that it would provide 
“necessary assistance” to Yerevan in case, the fighting 
reaches the Armenian territory 
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RUSSIA WILL PROVIDE ASSISTANCE! — 


Russia, on October 31 said that it would provide 
“necessary assistance” to Yerevan in case, the fighting 
reaches the Armenian territory. The announcement comes 
after Armenian PM Nikol Pashinyan sent a letter to 
Russian President Vladimir Putin urging for immediate 
help. Although Moscow’s intervention would benefit the 
Armenian side, many experts have warned that Caucuses 
conflict is gradually turning into a regional war with 
Turkey and Russia backing warring parties. 


“Russia will render Yerevan all necessary 
assistance If clashes take place directly on thé 
territory of Armenia,” the foreign ministry 


said in a statement 


Later, Maria Zakharova, spokeswoman for Russian 
foreign ministry Zakharova said in televised remarks that 
"concrete formats" of assistance to Armenia would be 
discussed. Although Russia has agreed to aid Armenia, it 
has still called on the warring sides to immediately cease 
fire, de-escalate tensions and begin "substantive" talks. 
Read: UN Defeats Russia Resolution Promoting 
Women At Peace Tables 

Read: Russia Says 'won't Deploy Peacekeeping Forces 
Until Both Armenia And Azerbaijan Agree' 


Armenian PM urges help 


On October 31, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan had officially sent a letter to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin urging him to begin “urgent” consultations 
on the “type and scale” of assistance Moscow can provide 
to the Armenian Republic. As per the statement published 
by the Foreign Ministry of Armenia, Pashinyan in his 
letter has not only detailed the situation in the contested 
Nagorno-Karabakh region, but also listed the challenges 
caused by the Azerbayani-Turkish military alliance. His 


desperate attempt at getting Russian support comes after 
the failure of a third, US-brokered, treaty with Azerbaijan. 


As per the statement, Arménian PM asked 
Putin to “launch tmmediate consultations to 
detine the type and the scale of assistance 
which thé Russian Fedération can provide to 
the Republic of Armenia for ensuring its 
security, baséd on the allied relations between 
Armenia and Russia and the Article 2 of thé 
Treaty on Friendship, Cooperation and 


Mutual Assistance of August 29, 4997.” 


More than 1,200 people from both sides have been 
reported dead since the fighting began earlier on 
September 27, but the actual death toll is believed to be 
substantially higher with Putin claiming it be over 50,000. 
Read: Armenia PM Asks Russia's Putin To ‘launch 


Immediate Consultations' On Providing Security 
Read: UN Defeats Russia's Resolution Demanding 


Equal Participation Of Women At Peace Tables 
Russia will render Yerevan 'assistance' if clashes take 


place directly on the territory of Armenia 
First Published: 31st October, 2020 18:58 IST 
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Azerbaijan agree to avoid attacking civilian areas, 
immediately violate truce 
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Armenia, Azerbaijan Agree 
To Avoid Attacking Civilian 
Areas, Immediately Violate 

Truce 


To conclude one of the largest conflicts since secession of 
Nagorno-Karabakh post-collapse USSR, the Foreign 
ministers of warring sides met in Geneva. 
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Armenia, Azerbaijan on October 30, pledged to avoid 
shelling civilian residential areas during the 
confrontations in the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh post- 
Geneva talks. A ceasefire was agreed on by the Armenia 
and Azerbaijan forces last weekend on the 4,400-square- 
kilometre enclave that houses a civilian population of 
150,000, terribly impacted by the conflict arisen out of the 
full-scale hostilities, late September. However, the 
military troops launched offensives despite the agreement 
as foreign ministries of both countries shortly informed in 
a statement following the meeting. 


To conclude one of the largest conflicts since the 
secession of Nagorno-Karabakh post-collapse Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), the Foreign ministers 
from the two warring sides met in Geneva to reach a 
peaceful resolution to Put end to months of deadly 
military confrontations. According to a statement issued 
by Armenia’s foreign ministry, the Armenian and 
Azerbaijan military forces agreed to put end to hostilities 
in fresh peace talks after peace was negotiated by the 
envoys from France, Russia and the United States and the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) Minsk Group. A team of mediators was 
formulated to bring both sides to agree to reach a truce. 


Oo Zohrab Mnatsakanyan @ we 


This time #Azerbaijan used phosphorus munitions in 
#Artsakh over forests close to residential areas with many 
civilians. 


What Azerbaijan is doing: total disrespect of its 
commitments, continued aggression, devastation of civilian 
population & use of banned weapons. 


ey MFA Azerbaijan &@ @ W 
@AzerbaijanMFA 


URGENT! Armed forces of #Armenia are targeting residential 
areas in #Tartar and #Aghjabadi districts of #Azerbaijan. And 
this is after the appeal of the @OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs 
following the meeting in Geneva to respect humanitarian 
ceasefire! 


#StopArmenianAggression 


718 AM - Oct 31, 2020 Gi) 
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Meanwhile, according to Zohrab Mnatsakanyan, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Armenia, despite the 
truce, Azerbaijan launched phosphorus munitions in 
Artsakh over forests close to residential areas, housing 
civilians. “What Azerbaijan is doing: a total disrespect of 
its commitments, continued aggression, the devastation of 
the civilian population and use of banned weapons,” the 
Armenian foreign minister claimed. 


a Hikmet Hajiyev v 
@HikmetHajiyey 


Armenia by use of phosphorus caused fire in Shusha forests. 
By these means they try to create white smoke and hinder 
vision of drones used by Azerbaijan's armed forces. Such 
completely useless and unnecessary environmental terror of 
Armenia is sign of desperation. 


5K people are Tweeting about this 


Read: UK Pledges USD 1.3 Million Humanitarian Aid 
To Nagorno-Karabakh As Crisis Worsens 
Read: Azerbaijan Refutes Allegations About 


Conducting Airstrikes On Nagorno-Karabakh 
Settlements 


Armenia targeted residential buildings 


The Azerbayan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, meanwhile, 
informed that the armed forces of Armenia targeted the 
residential buildings in Tartar and Aghyjabadi district after 
the appeal of the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs, shortly 
after the meeting in Geneva that reached a humanitarian 
ceasefire. Both the countries had agreed to exempt any 
further attacks on the civilian areas in a meeting presided 
by the Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson- 
in-Office Andrzej Kasprzyk. 

As a step towards the cessation of hostilities, a joint 
statement was also reached on October 10 in Moscow by 


the two countries. Minister Zohrab Hrachik 
Mnatsakanyan stressed the immediate and unconditional 
implementation of the agreements for the establishment of 
a sustainable ceasefire. Meanwhile, the Foreign Minister 
also reiterated the continuation of the peace process after 
the military troops indulged in attacks, shortly after the 
Geneva talks. 
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#Armenia: Cluster Munitions Kill Civilians in #Azerbaijan. 


@hrw: Stop Using Banned Weapons; Secure and Destroy 
Stocks. 


hrw.org/news/2020/10/3... 


11:14 PM - Oct 29, 2020 @ 


© 1.5K © 980 people are Tweeting about this 
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We @amnesty have confirmed the use of cluster munitions 
by Armenia for the first time in the current conflict with 
Azerbaijan, in a strike on Barda that killed at least 21 people. 
This is an extremely troubling development. 


Armenia/Azerbaijan: First confirmed use of cluster munitions by Armenia ... 
Amnesty International is again calling on both sides to immediately stop 
using cluster munitions, and to prioritize the protection of civilians. 

& amnesty.org 


11:47 AM - Oct 29, 2020 @ 
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[Shop owners fix a door in their shop damaged by 
shelling by Azerbaijan's artillery at a market in 


Stepanakert, the separatist region of Nagorno-Karabakh. 
Credit: AP] 


[Smoke rises after multiple rocket system shelling by 
Armenian forces in Barda, Azerbaijan. Credit: AP] 


[Men carry goods past a shop damaged by shelling by 
Azerbaijan's artillery at a market in Stepanakert, the 
separatist region of Nagorno-Karabakh. Credit: AP] 
Read: New Deaths As Fighting Over Nagorno- 
Karabakh Keeps Flaring 


Read: Women Volunteers Join Nagorno Karabakh 
Battlefield 


(Image Credit: AP) 
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Russian Mi-24 Helicopter 
Shot Down In Armenian 
Airspace Outside Combat 
Zone 


Russian Defence Ministry spokesman Major General Igor 
Konashenkov has informed that a Russian helicopter Mi- 
24 was shot down in the Armenian airspace on Monday 


Written By 
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Russian Defence Ministry spokesman Major General Igor 
Konashenkov has informed that a Russian helicopter M1- 
24 was shot down in the Armenian airspace outside the 
combat zone on Monday, November 9. However, earlier, 
the ministry had called it a crash near the Yeraskh village. 
As per reports, the helicopter was shot from the ground 
using a man-portable air defense system. Due to the crash, 


two crew members were killed and one 1s reported to have 
been evacuated with few injuries. 


Read: Azerbaijan Claims To Have 'liberated' Shusha, 
Armenia Says 'fight Continues' 


Russia assists Armenia 


According to reports, Konashenkov said, "Russian 
helicopter Mi-24 was shot down in the airspace over the 
territory of the Republic of Armenia outside the combat 
zone." 

On October 31, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan had officially sent a letter to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin urging him to begin "urgent" consultations 
on the "type and scale" of assistance Moscow can provide 
to the Armenian Republic. As per the statement published 
by the Foreign Ministry of Armenia, Pashinyan in his 
letter not only detailed the situation in the contested 
Nagorno-Karabakh region but also listed the challenges 
caused by the Azerbayani-Turkish military alliance. His 
desperate attempt at getting Russian support comes after 
the failure of a third, US-brokered, treaty with Azerbaijan. 
Read: Russia Refrains From Wishing Joe Biden, Says 
Will Wait Until Official Announcement 

Meanwhile, as the Armenian- Azerbaijani conflict 
continued for the sixth week, Baku claimed that it has 
seized the second-largest city in the contested region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. In a televised speech on November 8, 


Azeri president Ilham Aliyev claimed to have taken down 
the city of Shusha. However, his claims have been denied 
by the Armenian forces who said that "heavy fighting" for 
the city continued. Shortly after the announcement, 
hundreds of Azeris gathered in Baku to celebrate, waving 
flags and chanting slogans while drivers sounded their car 
horns, Al Jazeera reported. 


Read: Russia To Ramp Up Production Of PCR Virus 
Tests 


Also Read: Russia's Iskitimka River Turns Beetroot 
Red, Residents Say Ducks Refuse To Enter It 


(Image Credits: AP) 
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Azerbaijan Claims To Have 
‘liberated’ Shusha, Armenia 
Says 'fight Continues’ 


As the Armenia- Azerbaijan conflict continued for the 
sixth week, Baku claimed that it has seized the second- 
largest city in the region of Nagorno-Karabakh 
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As the Armenian- Azerbaijani conflict continued for the 
sixth week, Baku claimed that it has seized the second- 
largest city in the contested region of Nagorno-Karabakh. 
In a televised speech on November 8, Azeri president 


Ilham Altyev claimed to have taken down the city of 
Shusha. However, his claim has been denied by the 
Armenian forces who said that “heavy fighting” for the 
city continued. 


“With great pride and joy, | inform you that 
the town of Shusha has been liberated, Aliyev 
said adding that November 8 would “Go 
down in the history of the Azerbaijani 
people’ as the day “we réturnéd to Shusha”’. 


Shortly after the announcement, hundreds of Azeris 
gathered in Baku to celebrate, waving flags and chanting 
slogans while drivers sounded their car horns, Aljazeera 
reported. 


Read: Armenia, Azerbaijan Agree To Avoid Attacking 
Civilian Areas, Immediately Violate Truce 


Read: Armenia, Azerbaijan Allege Cease-fire 
Breaches 


'Unattainable pipe dream' 


However, shortly after Alryev’s announcement, the 
Armenian government took to Twitter to denounce the 
false claim. In their tweet, the ministry revealed that 
“heavy and decisive fighting continues for Shushi” and 
called the taking of the town “an unattainable pipe dream 
for Azerbayan”’. 


Later in the day, Shushan Stepanyan, a spokeswoman for 
the ministry revealed that the most “ferocious combat” 
had unfolded in the vicinity of Shushi throughout the 
night. However, despite the heavy destruction by 
Azerbaijani forces, the fortress city withstands the blows 
of the adversary.” 

The city, dubbed “Shushi” by the Armenians 1s of cultural 
and strategic importance to both sides and 1s located 
15km (9 miles) south of the enclave’s largest city. This 
comes as the Caucasian conflict has led to the ruthless 
killing of over 1,000 people in and around Nagorno 
Karabakh, a region internationally recognised as part of 
Azerbaijan but populated and controlled by ethnic 
Armenians. 

Image: AP 

Read: Armenia, Azerbaijan Allege Cease-fire 
Breaches 

Read: Russia Will Render Yerevan ‘assistance' If 


Clashes Take Place On Armenian Territory 


First Published: 8th November, 2020 19:40 IST 
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Russian Peacekeepers 
Deployed In Nagorno- 
Karabakh Conflict Zone: 
Military 


Russian peacekeepers have been deployed along the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region to uphold the ceasefire 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia, the military said on 
Wednesday 
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Russian peacekeepers have been deployed along the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region to uphold the ceasefire 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia, the military said on 
Wednesday, November 11. The deployment of Russian 
peacekeepers in the region is 1n accordance with the 
Moscow-brokered ceasefire agreement signed between 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia Nikol 
Pashinyan a day before. 


Read: Armenia, Azerbaijan Agree To End Fight In 
Nagorno-Karabakh 


"The Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic 
of Armenia will remain in their curvent 
positions. A peacekeeping force of the Russian 
Federation will be deployed on the contact 
liné in Nagorno-Karabakh and along the 
corvidor connecting It to the Republic of 
Armenia,” Russian President Vladimir Putin 
had said in a statement after the signing of 


thé agreement. 


Read: Armenia PM Orders End To Nagorno- 
Karabakh Fighting 


Ceasefire agreements reached 


Around 414 Russian peacekeepers have been deployed 
into the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh and the Lachin 
corridor and have prior experience in performing tasks to 
support and protect humanitarian operations in Syria. 
Chief of the Main Operational Directorate of the General 
Staff of the Russian Federation, Colonel-General Sergei 
Rudskoy, in a briefing informed that 16 observation posts 
have been set up to monitor the implementation of the 
ceasefire and military operations. 


Read: Russian Mi-24 Helicopter Shot Down In 


Armenian Airspace Outside Combat Zone 
According to Kremlin, the warring sides will exchange 


prisoners of war, detainees, and dead bodies as part of the 
agreements. The United Nations Commissioner for 
Refugee will oversee the return of displaced people to 
Nagorno-Karabakh and the adjacent regions. The fight 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia had started on 
September 27 following skirmishes along the border since 
July this year. The fight lasted for nearly a month despite 
the international community repeatedly calling for a 
ceasefire. 


Read: Azerbaijan Claims To Have 'liberated' Shusha, 
Armenia Says 'fight Continues' 


(Image Credit: AP) 
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Armenia, Azerbaijan Agree 
To End Fight In Nagorno- 
Karabakh 


Armenia and Azerbaijan announced an agreement early 
Tuesday to halt fighting over the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region of Azerbaijan under a pact signed with Russia that 
calls for deployment of nearly 2,000 Russian 
peacekeepers and territorial concessions. 


Written By 


Associated Press Television News 
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Armenia and Azerbaijan announced an agreement early 
Tuesday to halt fighting over the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region of Azerbaijan under a pact signed with Russia that 
calls for deployment of nearly 2,000 Russian 
peacekeepers and territorial concessions. Nagorno- 
Karabakh has been under the control of ethnic Armenian 
forces backed by Armenia since a 1994 truce ended a 
separatist war in which an estimated 30,000 people died. 
Sporadic clashes occurred since then, and full-scale 
fighting began on Sept. 27. 


Several cease-fires had been called but were almost 
immediately violated. However, the agreement announced 
early Tuesday appeared more likely to take hold because 
Azerbaijan has made significant advances, including 
taking control of the strategically key city of Shushi on 
Sunday. 

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian said on 
Facebook that calling an end to the fight was “extremely 
painful for me personally and for our people.” Soon after 
the announcement, thousands of people streamed to the 
main square in the Armenian capital Yerevan to protest 
the agreement, many shouting, “We won't give up our 
land!” Some of them broke into the main government 
building, saying they were searching for Pashinian, who 
apparently had already departed.. 

The agreement calls for Armenian forces to turn over 
control of some areas it held outside the borders of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, including the eastern district of 
Agdam. That area carries strong symbolic weight for 
Azerbaijan because its main city, also called Agdam, was 
thoroughly pillaged, and the only building remaining 
intact is the city's mosque. 

Armenians will also turn over the Lachin region, which 
holds the main road leading from Nagorno-Karabakh to 
Armenia. The agreement calls for the road, the so-called 
Lachin Corridor, to remain open and be protected by 
Russian peacekeepers. In all, 1,960 Russian peacekeepers 
are to be deployed in the region under a five-year mandate. 


The agreement also calls for transport links to be 
established through Armenia linking Azerbaijan and its 
western exclave of Nakhcivan, which is surrounded by 
Armenia, Iran and Turkey. 

Azerbaijani forces on Monday shot down a Russian 
helicopter that was flying over Armenia near the border 
with Nakhchivan, killing two servicemen. Azerbaijan's 
foreign ministry said the helicopter was flying low and "in 
the context of these factors and in light of the tense 
situation in the region and increased combat readiness in 
connection with possible provocations of the Armenian 
side, the duty combat crew decided to open fire to kill.” 
The seizure of Shushi, which Azerbaijani President Ilham 
Aliyev claimed Sunday and was confirmed by Nagorno- 
Karabakh's presidential spokesman Monday, gave 
Azerbaijan a significant strategic advantage. The city is 
positioned on heights overlooking the regional capital of 
Stepanakert, 10 kilometers (six miles) to the north. 


“Untortunately, we ave torcéd to admit that 
a series of failures still haunt us, and the city 
of Shushi 1s completely out of our control,”’ 
Vagram Pogosian, a spokesman for thé 
president of the government in Nagorno - 


Karabakh, said in a statement on Facebook. 


“The enemy ts on the outskirts of 
Stepanakert.”’ 


Since the 1994 end of the previous war, international 
mediation efforts by the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe's “Minsk Group” to determine the 
region’s final status faltered and the region was separated 
from the rest of Azerbaijan by a demilitarised zone. 
Aliyev on Monday urged U.S. President-elect Joe Biden 
to intensify mediation efforts. In a congratulatory letter to 
Biden on his election victory, Aliev said, “Azerbaijan 
expects the United States and other OSCE Minsk Group 
co-chairs to step up their efforts to find a just solution to 
the conflict.” Armenia says more than 1,200 Armenian 
troops have been killed in the war. Azerbaijan hasn't 
stated its losses. 

(Image Credits: AP) 

(Disclaimer: This story has not been edited 

by www.republicworld.com and is auto-generated from a 
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Armenia PM Orders End To 
Nagorno-Karabakh Fighting 


Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian said early 
Tuesday that he had ordered an end to fighting with 
Azerbaijan over the Nagorno-Karabakh region. 
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Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian said early 
Tuesday that he had ordered an end to fighting with 
Azerbaijan over the Nagorno-Karabakh region. 
Pashinian said on Facebook that he signed an agreement 
with the presidents of Azerbaijan and Russia to halt the 
fighting that has raged since late September. 

He wrote that the decision was “extremely painful for me 
personally and for our people”. 
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Ethiopia has ‘entered into 
war’ with Tigray region 


The conflict in Ethiopia's northern Tigray region 
intensified as amid fears that fighting may spill into other 
regions. 


By: Deutsche Welle | November 6, 2020 2:52:41 pm 
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Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed sparked fears of 
a civil war when he announced Wednesday 


that soldiers were being sent into Tigray to 


quell an alleged uprising by the region's 
separatist group Tigray People's Liberation 


Front (TPLF). (AP Photo/picture alliance) 


The Ethiopian army on Thursday said the country had 
been pushed into an “aimless war” with its northern 
Tigray region, which in turn said that areas around its 
capital were being bombed by fighter jets. 

The conflict in the region continued to escalate despite 
international calls for talks to calm the crisis. 

Birhanu Jula, the army’s deputy chief, said that soldiers 
from other parts of the country were being sent to fight in 
the region. 

“The army will not go anywhere,” Jula said, amid 
concerns of the conflict spilling into other regions. “The 
war will end there.” 

What did authorities in Tigray say? 

The regional government of Tigray said on Thursday that 
airstrikes were being carried out in areas around its capital 
— a claim that could not be independently verified due to 
an ongoing internet and phone blackout in the region. 
“Some jets have bombed locations around the regional 
capital, Mekelle, today. We understand the purpose of the 
attack is to force the region into submission,” the 
government said in a statement on Tigray Television. 

The Ethiopian government has not yet commented on the 
bombing allegations. 


Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed sparked fears of a civil war 
when he announced Wednesday that soldiers were being 
sent into Tigray to quell an alleged uprising by the 
region’s separatist group Tigray People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF). 

Each side claims defection 

The region’s president Debretsion Gebremichael told 
local reporters that federal government troops in the area 
have defected. 

“The Ethiopian army’s northern command has sided with 
the people of Tigray,” he said. 

“We are in a position to defend ourselves from enemies 
that waged war on the Tigray region... We are ready to be 
martyrs,” Gebremichael said. 

Deputy chief Jula made the exact opposite claim, 
asserting that members of the separatist group, Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front are “fleeing and joining the 
army; those injured are receiving medical treatment.” 

He said that government forces were targeting the TPLF 
force and trying to avoid civilian casualties. 

What is the conflict in Tigray about? 

Tigray 1s a heavily armed region in northern Ethiopia that 
played a dominant role in the country’s government and 
military. Its power has waned since Abiy took power in 
2018. 

The federal government declared a six-month emergency 
in the region, fueling tensions between government 
authorities and the TPLF. 


The row escalated in September when Tigray held 
regional elections in defiance of the federal government, 
which called the vote “illegal”’. 

The International Crisis Group warned last week that 
Abiy’s government and the TPLF were “barreling toward 
a major crisis”. 
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US, UK Intel Agencies Declare Cyber War On Independent 
Media 
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British and American state intelligence agencies are 
“weaponizing truth” to quash vaccine hesitancy as both 
nations prepare for mass inoculations, in a recently 
announced “cyber war” to be commanded by AI- 
powered arbiters of truth against information sources 
that challenge official narratives. 


In just the past week, the national-security states of the 
United States and United Kingdom have discreetly let it 
be known that the cyber tools and online tactics 
previously designed for use in the post-9/11 “war on 
terror” are now being repurposed for use against 
information sources promoting “vaccine hesitancy” and 
information related to Covid-19 that runs counter to their 
state narratives. 


A new cyber offensive was launched on Monday by the 
UK’s signal intelligence agency, Government 
Communications Headquarters (GCHQ), which seeks to 
target websites that publish content deemed to be 


“propaganda” that raises concerns regarding state- 
sponsored Covid-19 vaccine development and the 
multi-national pharmaceutical corporations involved. 
Similar efforts are underway in the United States, with the 
US military recently funding a CIA-backed firm—stuffed 
with former counterterrorism officials who were behind 
the occupation of Iraq and the rise of the so-called Islamic 
State—to develop an AI algorithm aimed specifically at 
new websites promoting “suspected” disinformation 
related to the Covid-19 crisis and the US military—led 
Covid-19 vaccination effort known as Operation Warp 
Speed. 


Both countries are preparing to silence independent 
journalists who raise legitimate concerns over 
pharmaceutical industry corruption or the extreme 
secrecy surrounding state-sponsored Covid-19 
vaccination efforts, now that Pfizer’s vaccine 
candidate is slated to be approved by the US Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) by month’s end. 

Pfizer’s history of being fined billions for illegal 
marketing and for bribing government officials to help 
them cover up an illegal drug trial that killed eleven 
children (among other crimes) has gone unmentioned by 
most mass media outlets, which instead have celebrated 
the apparently imminent approval of the company’s 
Covid-19 vaccine without questioning the company’s 
history or that the mRNA technology used in the vaccine 


has sped through normal safety trial protocols and has 
never been approved for human use. Also unmentioned 1s 
that the head of the FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation 
and Research, Patrizia Cavazzoni, is the former Pfizer 


vice president for product safety who covered up the 
connection of one of its products to birth defects. 


Pedestrians walk past Pfizer world headquarters in New 
York on Monday Nov. 9, 2020. Pfizer says an early peek 
at its vaccine data suggests the shots may be 90% 
effective at preventing COVID-19, but it doesn’t mean a 
vaccine is imminent. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews) 


Essentially, the power of the state is being wielded like 
never before to police online speech and to deplatform 
news websites to protect the interests of powerful 
corporations like Pfizer and other scandal-ridden 
pharmaceutical giants as well as the interests of the US 


and UK national-security states, which themselves 
are intimately involved in the Covid-19 vaccination 
endeavor. 


UK Intelligence’s New Cyberwar Targeting “Anti- 


Vaccine Propaganda” 
On Monday, the UK newspaper The Times reported that 


the UK’s GCHQ “has begun an offensive cyber- 
operation to disrupt anti-vaccine propaganda being 
spread by hostile states” and “is using a toolkit 
developed to tackle disinformation and recruitment 
material peddled by Islamic State” to do so. In addition, 
the UK government has ordered the British military’s 
77th Brigade, which specializes in “information warfare,” 
to launch an online campaign to counter “deceptive 
narratives” about Covid-19 vaccine candidates. 

The newly announced GCHQ “cyber war” will not 
only take down “anti-vaccine propaganda” but will 
also seek to “disrupt the operations of the cyberactors 
responsible for it, including encrypting their data so 
they cannot access it and blocking their 
communications with each other.” The effort will also 
involve GCHQ reaching out to other countries in the 
“Five Eyes” alliance (US, Australia, New Zealand and 
Canada) to alert their partner agencies 1n those countries 
to target such “propaganda” sites hosted within their 
borders. 

The Times stated that “the government regards tackling 
false information about inoculation as a rising priority as 


the prospect of a reliable vaccine against the coronavirus 
draws closer,” suggesting that efforts will continue to 
ramp up as a vaccine candidate gets closer to approval. 

It seems that, from the perspective of the UK national- 
security state, those who question corruption in the 
pharmaceutical industry and its possible impact on the 
leading experimental Covid-19 vaccine candidates (all 
of which use experimental vaccine technologies that 
have never before been approved for human use) 
should be targeted with tools originally designed to 
combat terrorist propaganda. 

While The Times asserted that the effort would target 
content “that originated only from state adversaries” and 
would not target the sites of “ordinary citizens,” the 
newspaper suggested that the effort would rely on the US 
government for determining whether or not a site is part 
of a “foreign disinformation” operation. 

This is highly troubling given that the US recently seized 
the domains of many sites, including the American 
Herald Tribune, which it erroneously labeled as “Iranian 
propaganda,” despite its editor in chief, Anthony Hall, 
being based in Canada. The US government made this 
claim about the American Herald Tribune after the 
cybersecurity firm FireEye, a US government contractor, 
stated that it had “moderate confidence” that the site had 
been “founded in Iran.” 

In addition, the fact that GCHQ has alleged that most of 
the sites it plans to target are “linked to 


Moscow” gives further cause for concern given that the 
UK government was caught funding the Institute for 
Statecraft’s Integrity Initiative, which falsely labeled 
critics of the UK government’s actions as well as its 
narratives with respect to the Syria conflict as being 
related to “Russian disinformation” campaigns. 

Given this precedent, it is certainly plausible that GCHQ 
could take the word of either an allied government, a 
government contractor, or perhaps even an allied media 
organization such as Bellingcat or the Atlantic Council’s 
DFRLab that a given site is “foreign propaganda” in order 
to launch a cyber offensive against it. Such concerns are 
only amplified when one of the main government sources 
for The Times article bluntly stated that “GCHQ has been 
told to take out antivaxers [sic] online and on social media. 
There are ways they have used to monitor and disrupt 
terrorist propaganda,” which suggests that the targets of 
GCHQ’s new cyber war will, in fact, be determined by 
the content itself rather than their suspected “foreign” 
origin. The “foreign” aspect instead appears to be a means 
of evading the prohibition in GCHQ’s operational 
mandate on targeting the speech or websites of ordinary 
citizens. 

This larger pivot toward treating alleged “anti- 
vaxxers” as “national security threats” has been 
ongoing for much of this year, spearheaded in part by 
Imran Ahmed, the CEO of the UK-based Center for 
Countering Digital Hate, a member of the UK 


government’s Steering Committee on Countering 
Extremism Pilot Task Force, which is part of the UK 


government’s Commission for Countering Extremism. 
Ahmed told the UK newspaper The Independent1n 

July that “I would go beyond calling anti-vaxxers 
conspiracy theorists to say they are an extremist group 
that pose a national security risk.” He then stated that 
“once someone has been exposed to one type of 
conspiracy it’s easy to lead them down a path where they 
embrace more radical world views that can lead to violent 
extremism,” thereby implying that “anti-vaxxers” might 
engage in acts of violent extremism. Among the 
websites cited by Ahmed’s organization as promoting 
such “extremism” that poses a “national security risk” 
were Children’s Health Defense, the National Vaccine 
Information Center, Informed Consent Action Network, 
and Mercola.com, among others. 

Similarly, a think tank tied to US intelligence—whose 
GCHQ equivalent, the National Security Agency, will 
take part in the newly announced “cyber war”— 
argued in a research paper published just months 
before the onset of the Covid-19 crisis that “the US 
‘anti-vaxxer’ movement would pose a threat to 
national security in the event of a ‘pandemic with a 
novel organism.’” 

InfraGard, “a partnership between the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) and members of the private sector,” 
warned in the paper published last June that “the US anti- 


vaccine movement would also be connected with ‘social 
media misinformation and propaganda campaigns’ 
orchestrated by the Russian government,” as cited by The 
Guardian. The InfraGard paper further claimed that 
prominent “anti-vaxxers” are aligned “with other 
conspiracy movements including the far right . . . and 
social media misinformation and propaganda campaigns 
by many foreign and domestic actors. Included among 
these actors is the Internet Research Agency, the Russian 
government—aligned organization.” 

An article published just last month by 

the Washington Post argued that “vaccine hesitancy is 
mixing with coronavirus denial and merging with far- 
right American conspiracy theories, including 
Qanon,” which the FBI named a potential domestic terror 
threat last year. The article quoted Peter Hotez, dean of 
the School of Tropical Medicine at Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston, as saying “The US anti-vaccination 
movement is globalizing and it’s going toward more- 
extremist tendencies.” 


Simone Warstat of Louisville, Colo., waves a placard 
during a rally against a legislative bill to make it more 
difficult for parents to opt out for non-medical reasons to 
immunize their children Sunday, June 7, 2020, in 
Denver. 


It is worth pointing out that many so-called “anti- 
vaxxers” are actually critics of the pharmaceutical 
industry and are not necessarily opposed to vaccines in 
and of themselves, making the labels “anti-vaxxer” 
and “anti-vaccine” misleading. Given that many 
pharmaceutical giants involved in making Covid-19 
vaccines donate heavily to politiciansin both 

countries and have been involved in numerous safety 
scandals, using state intelligence agencies to wage cyber 
war against sites that investigate such concerns is not only 
troubling for the future of journalism but it suggests that 


the UK is taking a dangerous leap toward becoming a 
country that uses its state powers to treat the enemies of 
corporations as enemies of the state. 

The CIA-Backed Firm “Weaponizing Truth” with Al 
In early October, the US Air Force and US Special 
Operations Command announced that they had awarded a 
multimillion-dollar contract to the US-based “machine 
intelligence” company Primer. Per the press 

release, “Primer will develop the first-ever machine 
learning platform to automatically identify and 

assess suspected disinformation [emphasis added]. 
Primer will also enhance its natural language 
processing platform to automatically analyze tactical 
events to provide commanders with unprecedented 
insight as events unfold in near real-time.” 

According to Primer, the company “builds software 
machines that read and write in English, Russian, and 
Chinese to automatically unearth trends and patterns 
across large volumes of data,” and their work “supports 
the mission of the intelligence community and broader 
DOD by automating reading and research tasks to 
enhance the speed and quality of decision-making.” In 
other words, Primer is developing an algorithm that 
would allow the national-security state to outsource many 
military and intelligence analyst positions to AI. In fact, 
the company openly admits this, stating that their current 
effort “will automate the work typically done by dozens 
of analysts in a security operations center to ingest all of 


the data relevant to an event as it happens and funnel it 
into a unified user interface.” 

Primer’s ultimate goal is to use their AI to entirely 
automate the shaping of public perceptions and 
become the arbiter of “truth,” as defined by the 

state. Primer’s founder, Sean Gourley, who previously 
created AI programs for the military to track 
“msurgency” in post-invasion Iraq, asserted in an April 
blog post that “computational warfare and disinformation 
campaigns will, in 2020, become a more serious threat 
than physical war, and we will have to rethink the 
weapons we deploy to fight them.” 

In that same post, Gourley argued for the creation of a 
“Manhattan Project for truth” that would create a publicly 
available Wikipedia-style database built off of 
“knowledge bases [that] already exist inside many 
countries’ intelligence agencies for national security 
purposes.” Gourley then wrote that “this effort would be 
ultimately about building and enhancing our collective 
intelligence and establishing a baseline for what’s true or 
not” as established by intelligence agencies. He concludes 
his blog post by stating that “in 2020, we will begin to 
weaponize truth.” 


Notably, on November 9, the same day that GCHQ 
announced its plans to target “anti-vaccine 
propaganda,” the US website NextGov reported 
that Primer’s Pentagon-funded effort had turned its 


attention specifically to “Covid-19 related 
disinformation.” According to Primer’s director of 
science, John Bohannon, “Primer will be integrating bot 
detection, synthetic text detection and unstructured textual 
claims analysis capabilities into our existing artificial 
intelligence platform currently in use with DOD. . . . This 
will create the first unified mission-ready platform to 
effectively counter Covid-19-related disinformation in 
near-real time.” 

Bohannon, who previously worked as a mainstream 
journalist embedded with NATO forces in Afghanistan, 
also told NextGov that Primer’s new Covid-19—focused 
effort “automatically classifies documents into one of 10 
categories to enable the detection of the impact of 
COVID” on areas such as “business, science and 
technology, employment, the global economy, and 
elections.” The final product is expected to be delivered to 
the Pentagon in the second quarter of next year. 

Though a so-called private company, Primer is deeply 
linked to the national-security state it is designed to 
protect by “weaponizing truth.” Primer proudly 
promotes itself as having more than 15 percent of its staff 
hailing from the US intelligence community or military. 
The director of the company’s National Security Group 

is Brian Raymond, a former CIA intelligence officer 

who served as the Director for Iraq on the US National 
Security Council after leaving the agency. 


The company also recently added several prominent 
national-security officials to its board including: 


‘ Gen. Raymond Thomas (ret.), who led the command 

of all US and NATO Special Operations Forces in 
Afghanistan and is the former commander of both US 
Special Operations Command and Joint Special 
Operations Command (JSOC). 

Lt. Gen. VeraLinn Jamieson (ret.), the former deputy 
chief of staff for Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance who led the Air Force’s intelligence and 
cyber forces. She also personally developed “strategic 
partnerships” between the Air Force and Microsoft, 
Amazon, Google, and IBM in order “to accelerate the Air 
Force’s digital transformation.” 

Brett McGurk, one of the “chief architects” of the 
Iraq War “surge,” alongside the notorious Kagan 
family, as NSC Director for Iraq, and then as special 
assistant to the president and senior Director for Iraq and 
Afghanistan during the Bush administration. Under 
Obama and during part of the Trump administration, 
McGurk was the special presidential envoy for the Global 
Coalition to Defeat ISIS at the State Department, helping 
to manage the “dirty war” waged by the US, the UK, and 
other allies against Syria. 

In addition to those recent board hires, Primer brought on 
Sue Gordon, the former principal deputy director of 
National Intelligence, as a strategic adviser. Gordon 


previously “drove partnerships within the US 
Intelligence Community and provided advice to the 
National Security Council in her role as deputy 
director of national intelligence” and had a twenty- 
seven-year career at the CIA. The deep links are 
unsurprising, given that Primer is financially backed 

by the CIA’s venture-capital arm In-Q-Tel and the 
venture-capital arm of billionaire Mike Bloomberg, 
Bloomberg Beta. 

Operation Warp Speed’s Disinformation Blitzkrieg 
The rapid increase in interest by the US and UK national- 
security states toward Covid-19 “disinformation,” 
particularly as it relates to upcoming Covid-19 
vaccination campaigns, is intimately related to the media- 
engagement strategy of the US government’s Operation 
Warp Speed. 


Officially a “public-private partnership,” Operation Warp 
Speed, which has the goal of vaccinating 300 million 
Americans by next January, is dominated by the US 
military and also involves several US intelligence 
agencies, including the National Security Agency (NSA) 
and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), as well 
as intelligence-linked tech giants Google, 

Oracle, and Palantir. Several reports published in The Last 
American Vagabondby this author and journalist Derrick 
Broze have revealed the extreme secrecy of the operation, 


its numerous conflicts of interest, and its deep ties to 
Silicon Valley and Orwellian technocratic initiatives. 
Warp Speed’s official guidance discusses at length its 
phased plan for engaging the public and addressing 
issues of “vaccine hesitancy.” According to the Warp 
Speed document entitled “From the Factory to the 
Frontlines,” “strategic communications and public 
messaging are critical to ensure maximum acceptance of 
vaccines, requiring a saturation of messaging across the 
national media.” It also states that “working with 
established partners—especially those that are trusted 
sources for target audiences—is critical to advancing 
public understanding of, access to, and acceptance of 
eventual vaccines” and that “identifying the right 
messages to promote vaccine confidence, countering 
misinformation, and targeting outreach to vulnerable 
and at-risk populations will be necessary to achieve 
high coverage.” 

The document also notes that Warp Speed will employ 
the CDC’s three-pronged strategic framework for its 
communications effort. The third pillar of that strategy 1s 
entitled “Stop Myths” and has as a main focus 
“establish[ing] partnerships to contain the spread of 
misinformation” as well as “work[ing] with local partners 
and trusted messengers to improve confidence in 
vaccines.” 


Though that particular Warp Speed document is short on 
specifics, the CDC’s Covid-19 Vaccination Program 
Interim Playbook contains additional information. It states 
that Operation Warp Speed will “engage and use a wide 
range of partners, collaborations, and communication and 
news media channels to achieve communication goals, 
understanding that channel preferences and credible 
sources vary among audiences and people at higher risk 
for severe illness and critical populations, and channels 
vary in their capacity to achieve different communication 
objectives.” It states that it will focus its efforts in this 
regard on “traditional media channels” (print, radio, and 
TV) as well as “digital media” (internet, social media, and 
text messaging). 

The CDC document further reveals that the “public 
messaging” campaign to “promote vaccine uptake” 
and address “vaccine hesitancy” is divided into four 
phases and adds that the overall communication strategy 
of Warp Speed “should be timely and applicable for the 
current phase of the Covid-19 Vaccination program.” 


Those phases are: 
Before a vaccine 1s available 


The vaccine is available in limited supply for certain 
populations of early focus 


The vaccine is increasingly available for other critical 
populations and the general public 


The vaccine is widely available 


Given that the Covid-19 vaccine candidate produced by 
Pfizer is expected to be approved by the end of November, 
it appears that the US national-security state, which 

is essentially running Operation Warp Speed, along with 
“trusted messengers” 1n mass media, is preparing to enter 
the second phase of its communications strategy, one in 
which news organizations and journalists who raise 
legitimate concerns about Warp Speed will be de- 
platformed to make way for the “required” saturation 
of pro-vaccine messaging across the English-speaking 
media landscape. 

Saudi Arabia Receives Dangerous Gifts From Houthi- 
Iranian Alliance 
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The Yemeni Houthis have fired their new cruise 
missile, the Quds-2, at a Saudi Aramco oil company 
distribution station in the kingdom’s city of Jeddah, 
the group’s media news wing announced early on 
November 23. A spokesperson for the Armed Forces of 
the Houthi-led government, Yahya Sarea, said foreign 


companies and residents in Saudi Arabia should stay 
away from the military and oil infrastructure of Saudi 
Arabia as “operations will continue”. He emphasized that 
the missile precisely hit its target causing notable damage. 


The Houthis claim that the Quds-2 is a new generation 
“winged missile” produced by their Missile Forces. As 
always, the missile was likely assembled thanks to 
technical assistance from Iran or Iranian-supplied 
components. That facility 1s located southeast of Jeddah’s 
King Abdulaziz International Airport. Over the past years, 
the Houthis have repeatedly pounded the military section 
of the airport with missiles and drones. Therefore, 1t was 
just the question of time, when the nearby oil 
infrastructure would be hit. 


At the same time, the Saudi side remains silent regarding 
the impact of the Houthi missile strike. This 1s an ordinary 
posture of Saudi Arabia towards Houthi missile and drone 
strikes. The Kingdom censors social media, denies any 
damage and claims that all targets were intercepted, if it 
appears possible and that no visual evidence of 
destruction are leaked immediately. Also, the main oil 
production and export facilities of Aramco are mostly in 
Saudi Arabia’s Eastern Province, more than 1000km 
across the country from Jeddah. Therefore, Riyadh likely 
believes that 1t can silence another setback in the ongoing 
war with the Yemeni movement. 


In September 2019, when the Houthis, with probable help 
from Iran, put out of service almost a half of Saudi oil 
infrastructure by hitting targets in Abqaiq and Khurais, 
the Kingdom was vowing a powerful response and the 
full destruction of Houthi missile and drone capabilities. 
However, a year later, the situation on the ground in 
Yemen for Saudi-backed forces became even worse and 
the widely-promoted ‘great Saudi victory’ over the 
Houthis turned into ashes. 


In recent month, Saudi-led forces lost the battle for the 
Yemeni province of Bayda, and now they seem to be 
losing the battle for Marib. Recently they retreated from 
the key Maas Base and the route for the potential Houthi 
advance on the provincial capital 1s almost open. The 
denial of the facts on the ground and the air dominance of 
the Kingdom did not help it to achieve a victory in the 
war. In turn, it’s the Houthis who have put themselves in 
the position that allowed them to turn the tide of the 
conflict. With the current trend in the Yemeni conflict, 
Saudi Arabia will apparently have to pay an even bigger 
price for its intervention in the Arab country. 


Oil Tanker Attacked By Mine Explosion At Terminal 
In Saudi Red Sea 


by Tyler Durden 


Wed, 11/25/2020 - 09:40 
TwitterFacebookRedditEmai|Print 


An oil tanker in the Red Sea has been subject of a 
mysterious attack while it was anchored at the Saudi 
port city of Shuqaig on the Red Sea, reportedly after a 
mine exploded. 

The vessel has been identified in Bloomberg as 

the Maltese-flagged, Greek-managed Aframax tanker 
Agrari which early unconfirmed reports are saying 

was "attacked while at a berth" according to a 
statement on behalf of its owner TMS Tankers. 


The Agrari, file image 


The statement further said that attack was from "an 
unknown source" just as as the tanker was undergoing 
preparation to depart, and it's further said to be stable with 
no cargo on board, however the ship was breached by the 
blast. 


Early reports are suggesting a mine may have been 
placed on the ship's hull. 

#BREAKING: Mine explodes, damaging Agrari oil tanker 
off Saudi Arabia near Yemen border in Red Sea: tanker 
suffered breat but no reported polltuion according to TMS 
tankers 

— Amichai Stein (@AmichaiStein1) November 25, 2020 


Maritime news analyst Will Collins describes of the 
incident: 

The Aframax tanker Agrari was "attacked by an unknown 
source" early this morning, while at berth in the Red Sea 
port of Shuqaig, Saudi Arabia, and suffered a breach, 
ship management company TMS Tankers said. 

TMS Tankers, which manages the 107,000 deadweight 
tonne (dwt) tanker, said it was struck one metre above the 
waterline and breached, having discharged at the port 
and while preparing to depart. The tanker transported a 
fuel oil cargo from Ventspils, Latvia to Shuqaig, arriving 
on 23 November, according to oil analytics firm Vortexa. 


The Red Sea, which remains among the world's busiest 
shipping channels, has in recent years witnessed military 
tensions and incidents between Saudi Arabia and Yemen's 
Houthi rebels amidst the civil war that has been raging for 
at least five years there. 

APNewsAlert: DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (@AP) _ 
Private security firm says mine explodes, damaging oil 
tanker off Saudi Arabia near Yemen border in Red Sea. 


— Jon Gambrell oss(@jongambrellAP) November 25 
2020 


The latter is said to be backed and supplied by Iran, which 
raises the question of whether this attack is connected to 
rising tensions also centered on speculation that Trump 
may be planning some kind of preemptive military strike 
on the Islamic Republic just before leaving the White 
House in January. 


Will Biden End The Yemen War That He & Obama 


Started? 


&. 


by Tyler Durden 
Wed, 11/25/2020 - 21:30 
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Since 2015 the Saudi coalition which has been bombing 
Yemen back to the stone age with the close cooperation of 
the Pentagon has essentially gotten a "free pass" by the 
mainstream media, despite the United Nations within the 
past two years classifying the war as the world's "worst 
humanitarian disaster". 

International rights groups and press reports commonly 
estimate the death toll at over 100,000 and with some 
putting it at up to a quarter million people killed, with a 
large percentage being civilian deaths. 
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The war-torn country has also faced severe famine, 
rampant disease, malnutrition and a lack of medical 
supplies crisis especially impacting children. 


A recent report from /n These Times included the 
following appeal to President-Elect Joe Biden ahead of 
him taking office on January 20: 

One thing Biden can do, starting on day one, is end U.S. 
involvement in the Yemen war — involvement that he 
helped initiate. "By executive order, Biden could get 
the Pentagon to end intelligence sharing for the Saudi 
coalition airstrikes, end logistical support, and end spare 
parts transfers that keep Saudi warplanes in the 

air,"" Hassan El-Tayyab, lead Middle East policy lobbyist 
for the Friends Committee on National Legislation, 

a progressive organization, tells In These Times. "He 
could restore humanitarian assistance to northern Yemen. 
He could use his power as president to put pressure on 


other nations that are supporting the Saudi coalition — 
like France, the United Kingdom and Canada — and get 
them to follow suit. He could have the State Department 
put a stop on all arms sales to Saudi Arabia unless they 
meet certain benchmarks." 
But given he's stacked his top national security posts 
with Liberal Hawks, some of which had an active hand 
in forming the interventionist policies in Libya and Syria 
under Obama and his Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 
this is very unlikely. 
Yemen has long been the "forgotten war" and will likely 
remain so, and all the while major defense contractors 
(tied closely to the incoming administration) will rake in 
the cash. 


Will Biden finally end the Yemen War which he and 
Obama started in the first place? The Grayzone delves 
into this very question in its latest interview: 


Will Biden end the Yemen war that he a.. i) 


Watch later 


> 


WILL BIDEN END 
THE WAR HE STARTED? 


Wa youlube 


The segment introduces: "On the campaign trail, Joe 
Biden pledged to end US support for the Saudi-led war on 
Yemen, which the Obama-Biden administration 
authorized in 2015. Shireen Al-Adeimi, assistant 
professor of education at Michigan State University, 
discusses Biden’s responsibility to end the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis." 


UK Travel Agency Boycotts Qantas Over "No Vaccine, 
No Flight" Policy 

£. 

by Tyler Durden 

Thu, 11/26/2020 - 09:35 


TwitterFacebookRedditEmailPrint 


Authored by Paul Joseph Watson via Summit News, 

A UK travel agency has announced it will be 
boycotting Australian airline Qantas over its ‘no 
vaccine, no flight’ policy, saying travelers should have 
freedom of choice. 


Last week, Qantas CEO Alan Joyce announced the airline 
would implement a policy barring anyone who has not 
had the COVID-19 vaccine from using their service. 


“We are looking at changing our terms and conditions 
to say, for international travelers, that we will ask people 
to have a vaccination before they can get on the 
aircraft,” he said. 

#BREAKING: QANTAS CEO confirms that proof that 
you've been vaccinated for COVID-19 will be compulsory 
for international air travel onboard his 

aircraft. #YACA pic.twitter.com/dhk3 Hsnxn9 

— A Current Affair (@ACurrentAffair9) November 23 
2020 


This policy has since been backed up by Australian Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison, who said passengers who didn’t 
take the vaccine before entering Australia would be 
subject to two weeks quarantine. 


Other airlines such as Korean Air have also signaled they 
will require vaccination, while the industry in general 
appears to be moving towards a digital “Common Pass’ 
that will carry details of vaccination status. 


However, the backlash has already begun, with one travel 
agent in the UK announcing a blanket boycott of Qantas 
over its vaccine policy. 


Tradewinds Travel posted a statement on 

their website asserting that “bodily autonomy with regard 
to medical intervention is a personal choice and not 
something to be forced onto people by businesses.” 

“We are not anti-vaccination but we are pro-choice. 
There is a huge difference between coercion and making 
a free choice,” says the statement. 


Qantas : Statement 


On 23rd November 2020, following the statement from Qantas that they would not allow passengers on their flights without a vaccination for Covid-19 we 
decided as a company that we would no longer offer Qantas flights to our customers. 


Whilst we are just a relatively small Independent Tour Operator based in the UK, and Qantas are a large international airline, we feel that bodily autonomy with regard to medical 
intervention is a personal choice and not something to be forced onto people by businesses. 


We are not anti-vaccination but we are pro-choice. There is a huge difference between coercion and making a free choice. 


Qantas fly from the UK to the Far East and to Australia. They code share flights with Emirates and this will also impact the business of Emirates airlines who have not taken the same 
stance as Qantas. We wonder if this has been discussed with Emirates prior to the announcement by Qantas? Emirates are without doubt a larger airline than Qantas and are certainly 
more frequently used by British tourists to the Far East. We hope for some clarification from our partners at Emirates. 


We do not want to see the spread of Covid-19 anywhere in the world, but never before in the history of aviation has there been a requirement to have an injection before boarding a 
plane. If Australia as a nation makes the decision to not allow entry to people without a vaccination then that is within their rights, and people can make an informed choice as to 
whether they wish to visit the country. But it is not up to an airline to enforce this upon customers 


The company also noted how Qantas “code share(s) 
flights with Emirates” to the far east and that Emirates has 
not announced it will follow the same policy, prompting 
the question, “We wonder if this has been discussed with 
Emirates prior to the announcement by Qantas?” 


“Never before in the history of aviation has there been a 
requirement to have an injection before boarding a 
plane,” the statement adds. 

“Tf Australia as a nation makes the decision to not allow 
entry to people without a vaccination then that is within 
their rights, and people can make an informed choice as 
to whether they wish to visit the country. But it is not up to 
an airline to enforce this upon customers.” 


The company said it had received “much support” 
over its stance. 

In a related development, European airliner Ryanair 
has signaled that it will not require fliers to take a 
coronavirus shot before allowing them to travel. 

Chief executive Eddie Wilson pointed out that 
mandating a vaccine would be pointless since people 
can travel between different European countries by 
car or train. 

“With short haul and freedom of movement of people in 
Europe... I think we'll see an entirely different landscape 
come spring and early summer, not really relevant for 
short haul and European travel,” said Wilson. 


“In Paris, if you were to choose no vaccination... you'd 
just get a train instead,” he added. 


* Ok OK 


New limited edition merch now available! Click here. In 
the age of mass Silicon Valley censorship It is crucial that 


we stay in touch. I need you to sign up for my free 
newsletter here. Support my sponsor — Turbo Force — a 
supercharged boost of clean energy without the 
comedown. Also, I urgently need your financial 
support here. 


US Army Fires Rockets Capable Of Striking Crimea 
Into Black Sea 


£. 
by Tyler Durden 
Thu, 11/26/2020 - 10:00 
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A US Army rocket test in Eastern Europe connected to 
NATO exercises in Romania has ratcheted tensions with 
Russia given the close proximity to its border. 


The US this week conducted rocket-launch tests of M142 
High Mobility Artillery Rocket (HIMARS) vehicles, 
which had been transferred from Germany. 


The rocket test was close enough to Russia for its Defense 
Ministry to deploy what Russian media described 

as "advanced hardware" on the Crimean peninsula 
should it be needed to neutralize any "surprise missile 
attack." 


M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket (HIMARS) 
launchers previously in exercises in Poland, via US Army. 


It was also provocative enough for Forbes to introduce 
the maneuvers in the following way: 

The U.S. Army sneaked a pair of long-range rocket 
launchers near Russia’s Black Sea outpost on Thursday, 
fired off a few rockets then hurried the launchers back to 
the safety of their base in Germany. All within a few 
hours. 

The one-day mission by the Army’s new Europe-based 
artillery brigade was practice for high-tech warfare. It 
clearly also was a message for Moscow. The U.S. Army in 
Europe has restored its long-range firepower. And it 
wants the Russians to know. 

According to Russian media reports over 130 NATO 
soldiers and 30 units of military equipment were 
involved. The missile salvos were reportedly fired into 
the Black Sea. 


And further according to Forbes, "The [US] brigade’s 
rapid deployment to Romania last week could prove even 
more provocative. Especially considering the new 
munitions the Army is developing for the HIMARS and 
MLRS. These include an anti-ship missile and a 
replacement for ATACMS that can travel as far as 310 
miles." 
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Via NPR 


"It’s just 250 miles across the Black Sea from the 
Romanian coast to Crimea. Army HIMARS flying in 
and out of Romania pose a serious, and unpredictable, 
threat to Russian forces in the region," the report 
underscores further. 

All of this suggests the standoff over both Ukraine and 
Russia's 2014 annexation of Crimea (which was done 
after a popular referendum) is far from over. Further, 
Russia has long slammed NATO for encroaching right up 


INDIA 
LIBYA EGYPT PAK. 


to its border, violating key agreements from the 1990s 
after the Soviet Union collapsed. 
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"Serious indications’ Israel involved in assassination 
of Iranian nuclear scientist - lranian FM Zarif 
UPDATES 


Yahoo 
Fri, 27 Nov 2020 15:10 UTC 


—— 


© IRIB NEWS AGENCY / AFP 
A handout photo made available by Iran state TV (IRIB) 
on November 27, 2020, shows the scene after an attack 


on the car of Iranian nuclear scientist Mohsen 
Fakhrizadeh near Tehran. 


A high-profile nuclear scientist was reportedly 
assassinated in Iran on Friday. According to reports, 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh-Mahabadi, a professor of physics at 
the Imam Hussein University in Tehran, was killed in 
Damavand County. He was a senior scientist at the 
lranian Ministry of Defence and Armed Forces Logistics, 
lran Front Page reported. 


Mohsen Fakhrizadeh was widely seen as the father of 
lran's nuclear bomb programme. No individual or 
organisation has yet claimed responsibility for the 
reported assassination. Social media users in Iran shared 
pictures and videos from the alleged scene of the 
assassination. They said an explosion and firing were 
reported in the area. 


It was during Netanyahu's televised presentation in 
2018, the first-ever picture of Fakhrizadeh was 
produced. Fakhrizadeh was on the UN sanctions list, 
and had travel restrictions bestowed upon him. 


Comment: RT reports: 


Israel has played a "role" in the attack on prominent 
lranian nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, who was 
killed on Friday near Tehran, the Islamic Republic's 
Foreign Minister Javad Zarif has said. 


Zarif said in a tweet that an "eminent" Iranian scientist 
had been killed by unnamed "terrorists". 


He also said Tehran had "serious indications" to believe 
that Tel Aviv had had some role in the incident, but did 
not provide any specific evidence to substantiate his 
accusation. 


The foreign minister also called on the international 
community, and particularly the EU, to condemn the 
fatal attack, while accusing the European Union of what 
he called "shameful double standards." 


His statement came after Mohsen Fakhrizadeh-Mahavadi 
was attacked during an armed standoff between his 
bodyguards and unidentified assailants in the city of 
Absard, just east of the Iranian capital Tehran. 


The scientist and his security staff were reportedly 


targeted in a suicide bombing and gun attack. 


Back in 2018, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
claimed the researcher was the head of Iran's alleged 
nuclear weapons development project dubbed the 
‘Amad' (‘Hope’). 


Tehran repeatedly stated that its nuclear program was 
purely peaceful. The International Atomic Energy Agency 
monitoring Iran's nuclear sites also said that the 'Amad' 
program had ended in early 2000s. 


The Israeli authorities have not commented on the 
latest incident. 
It's certainly possible: 


- Israel's secret history of assassinations 

- Forbes asks: 'Was Israel responsible for the Beirut 
explosion?’ 

- Stuxnet 2.0: New generation of likely US-Israeli 
malware virus hits Iran 

- The psychopaths celebrate: Israel 'welcomes' 


assassination of Syrian scientist - but deny any 
‘involvement’ 


UPDATE 28/11/2020: Where and when: 


According to Tasnim news agency, the attack took place 
at 2:30 p.m., local time, in the town of Absard to the east 
of Tehran. The media quoted eyewitnesses who said that 
they heard an explosion, followed by a barrage of gunfire. 


© Reuters/Wana News Agency 
Nuclear physicist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh 


Fakhrizadeh was travelling in a car together with his 
bodyguards. A parked Nissan truck laden with explosives 
hidden under a load of wood reportedly blew up at the 
moment when Fakhrizadeh's car approached the area. 
The explosion forced Fakhrizadeh's sedan to stop on the 
avenue, which is when five or six gunmen emerged from 
a nearby vehicle and opened fire on his car, the agency 
added. 


His relatives were with him at the time of the attack, 
however, it was not immediately clear if any of them 


were in the same vehicle, according to Tasnim. This 
information has not been so far officially confirmed. 


UPDATE 28/11/2020: Officials claim Israel is behind the 
assassination and what did the US know? 


The report does not specify how much information the 
United States might have possessed in advance about the 
operation. There has not been any official comment on 
the report from the White House or the CIA. 


lran's Ambassador to the UN Majid Takht Ravanchi 
also suggested that there were "serious indications of 
Israeli responsibility" in the assassination of the nuclear 
scientist, according to a letter to the United Nations 
published on Saturday. 


UPDATE 28/11/2020 Hezbollah offers condemnation for 
the act: 


"Hezbollah strongly condemns the terrorist attack that 
resulted in the death of prominent scholar and teacher 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh. We are convinced that the Islamic 
Republic [of Iran] is capable of resisting all these threats, 


detecting criminals and stopping those who threaten the 
lives of Iranian scientists and representatives of the 
country's leadership, whoever they are." 


UPDATE 28/11/2020 NYTaccuses the Trump 
administration: 


A report in The New York Times earlier cited three US 
officials as claiming that Israel was behind the 
assassination of Iranian scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh in 
an attack near Iran's capital Tehran on Friday. 


The attack on the high-profile physicist may be perceived 
as part an effort by the Donald Trump administration and 
the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
government to use the time left until projected 
President-elect Democrat Joe Biden assumes office to 
exert more pressure on Iran. 


Iranian army commander Mohammed Bagheri admitted 
that the assassination of the leading nuclear expert in the 
country was a blow to the Iranian defense establishment. 


Accordingly, Israeli officials reportedly briefed a spate of 
media outlets in Israel that without Fakhrizade it will be 
hard for Iran to continue its nuclear program. 


Feeding into the speculations that the current 
developments might seek to ramp up pressure on Iran 
while sending a message to the Biden team was the 
recent trilateral meeting between Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman in Saudi 
Arabia on Sunday, writes the outlet. 


UPDATE 27/11/2020 Twitter explodes with speculation: 


UPDATE 27/11/2020: Iran avows revenge; UN advocates 
restraint: 


"The terrorist groups and the perpetrators of this 
hideous act should know that they will face severe 
revenge,’ said General Mohammad Bagheri, Iran's chief 
of staff and a Revolutionary Guards Corps commander. 


"We have noted the reports that an Iranian nuclear 
scientist has been assassinated near Tehran today. We 
urge restraint and the need to avoid any actions that 
could lead to an escalation of tensions in the region," 
said Farhan Haq, a spokesman for UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres. 


UPDATE 27/11/2020: On scene video: 


UPDATE 28/11/2020: Rouhani points finger straight at 
Israel: 


lranian president Hassan Rouhani has blamed 
‘mercenaries of the usurping Zionist regime’. "Once again, 
the evil hands of global arrogance were stained with the 
blood ... of the mercenary usurper Zionist regime, " 
Rouhani added that the assassination shows "the 

inability of the sworn enemies of the Iranian nation" to 
stop its scientific progress and "the depth of their malice 
and resentment". He added that younger Iranian 
scientists will step up and take Fakhrizadeh's place. 


UPDATE: 28/11/2020 Germany appeals to Iran to have 
restraint: 


Berlin has urged “all parties" to avoid escalating tensions. 
A few weeks before the new US administration takes 
office, it is important to preserve the scope for talks with 
lran so that the dispute over Iran's nuclear programme 
can be resolved through negotiations, We therefore urge 
all parties to refrain from any steps that could lead toa 
further escalation of the situation." 


UPDATE: 28/11/2020 Issues over the US Navy in the 
Persian Gulf: 


A US aircraft carrier and other warships are headed to 
the Persian Gulf to bolster troop withdrawals in the 
region, a defense source told CNN, insisting the 
deployment is unrelated to the recent murder of a top 
lranian scientist. The ships will provide "combat support 
and air cover as US troops withdraw from Irag and 
Afghanistan" by mid-January under orders from 
President Donald Trump, moving a sizable arsenal into 
the region just months before he is set to leave office. 


UPDATE 28/11/20: Khameni threatens retribution: 


See also: 


Netanyahu flies to Saudi Arabia for secret meeting with 
MBS, Pompeo 


Secret History 


Israel's secret history of assassinations 
Rod Such 

The Electronic Intifada 

Wed, 13 Jun 2018 00:00 UTC 


© Middle East Eye 
Former head of Mossad, Meir Dagan, principle source for 
"Rise and Kill First" 


Israeli television recently aired a video of two Israeli 
soldiers filming themselves in the act of shooting a 
Palestinian protester at the Gaza boundary while 
cheering. Filming one's own crimes against humanity - 
shooting Palestinians for sport - suggests a sense of 
security in never being held accountable. 


Even more evidence of this impunity is apparent in Rise 


and Kill First: The Secret History of Israel's Targeted 
Assassinations by veteran Israeli journalist Ronen 
Bergman, staff writer for The New York Times Magazine. 


Prosecutors at the International Criminal Court might 
want to consider this book Exhibit A if Israeli government 
and military officials are ever indicted for war crimes. It 
contains open admissions of guilt in plotting and 
executing extralegal assassinations in violation of 
international law. 


"Since World War Il, Israel has assassinated more 
people than any other country in the Western world," 
Bergman writes. In many cases, these so-called targeted 
killings over the last two decades also involved the 
deaths of nearly a thousand bystanders, according to 
Bergman's calculations - those numbers, however, fail to 
include the tens of thousands killed in overt acts of war 
and collective punishment that mostly go unmentioned 
in this book. 


That Israeli officials were willing to be quoted and 
identify others by name implies a certainty of never 
being held accountable in a court of law. Consider, for 


example, the instruction given by former Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon to Avi Dichter, at that time Shin 
Bet's director, in reference to Hamas. Sharon, in an open 
admission of intent to commit genocide, stated: "Go for 
it. Kill them all." 


It was not just assassinations. Bergman writes, ‘state 
security’ was used to justify a large number of actions 
and operations that, in the visible world, would have 
been subject to criminal prosecution and long prison 
terms: constant surveillance of citizens because of their 
ethnic or political affiliations; interrogation methods that 
included prolonged detention without judicial sanction, 
and torture;perjury in the courts and concealment of 


the truth from counsel and judges." 


© Ronen Bergman 


Rise and Kill First details the lengthy history of Israeli 
political assassination, dating back to British Mandate 
Palestine. It includes the period of the so-called Border 
Wars (a term used by historian Benny Morris in his book 
Israel's Border Wars, 1949-1956), the formation of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization in the 1960s, the Israeli 
invasion and occupation of Lebanon in the 1970s, the 
first and second intifadas in the occupied territories 
beginning in the 1980s and the ongoing military 
campaigns against Hizballah, Syria and Iran (the so-called 
Radical Front) that continue today. 


As the decades went on, assassinations became 
increasingly frequent, in part due to improved 
surveillance through drones and computer technology, 
enabling intelligence agencies to carry out hundreds of 
operations per year as opposed to only a few previously. 


"Collateral damage" 
The book's title derives from the Talmudic command 


that a person has the right to "rise and kill first" as a 
preemptive measure. 


This concept formed both the moral and legal basis for 
the policy, which many human rights groups consider 
invalid under international law because execution 
without trial makes a mockery of due process and 
erases the distinction between combatants and civilians. 
Many of the victims were political and even religious 
figures who were most likely not involved in planning 
attacks against Israel, Bergman asserts. 


The Haganah - the paramilitary precursor to the Israeli 
army - defined assassinations as "personal terror 
operations," targeting leaders of the Palestinian 
national movement.After 1948 all of Israel's intelligence 
agencies, including the military intelligence department 
Aman, the Mossad and Shin Bet, became involved in 
extralegal killings. 


The assassination policy allowed for the murders of 
Palestinians and other Arabs simply because they were 
part of the resistance against Israeli settler colonialism. 


The people killed to avenge the holding of hostages and 
deaths of Israeli athletes at the 1972 Summer Olympic 
Games in Munich, for example, indicate that Israeli 


intelligence simply picked out leaders or 
representatives of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization,not those directly involved in the Black 
September group that planned the abduction. Palestinian 
Wael Zuaiter, who was translating One Thousand and 
One Nights from Arabic to Italian while living in Rome 
and serving as a local PLO representative, was one of the 
murder victims, as was a misidentified Moroccan waiter 
living in Lillehammer, Norway. 


That a racist code existed is undeniable, particularly 
given the distinction Israeli intelligence officials often 
made between "collateral damage" involving Arabs and 
non-Arabs: If Arab bystanders or family members might 
be killed, the operation was still likely to be given the 
go-ahead; if non-Arab bystanders might die, it was to be 
avoided. As Bergman notes, "as long as the targets were 
located in enemy countries, and as long as the innocent 
civilians were Arabs, the finger on the trigger became 
quicker." 


Israeli government and intelligence officials even 
planned the downing of commercial airliners in the 
hope of assassinating leading PLO officials. Although the 


plan was never implemented, Israeli officials developed 
an elaborate scheme to shoot down such aircraft in 
radar-free zones over the Mediterranean Sea so that 
discovery of the wreckage would be more difficult and 
the crime conceivably concealed. 


News accounts seized on a separate incident detailed by 
Bergman in which the planned downing of an aircraft 
believed to be carrying PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat was 
narrowly averted in 1982. The plane was carrying 
wounded Palestinian children, and Arafat was not aboard. 


Missing the point 


Many of Bergman's revelations are so shocking that one 
wonders why an apparently loyal Israeli journalist would 
expose them. But he is hardly the first reporter to 
venture into the realm of exposing the secrets of 
intelligence agencies, even if they tarnish the state's 
carefully cultivated image. 


The rationale is usually that the documented crimes 
represent "mistakes" that the exposé hopefully corrects 
without fundamentally challenging the nature of the 


state that carries them out. This journalistic genre largely 
misses the point. Intelligence agencies are not gatherers 
of information to protect state security, but are rather 
covert actors engaged in implementing the state's 
hegemonic ambitions by any means necessary. 
Intelligence agencies protect their secrets. It's the rare 
journalist who can ferret them out by diligent 
investigation. 


Most often, intelligence or government officials 
themselves leak secrets because of policy disagreements, 
splits within ruling factions or political ambitions. 
Bergman acknowledges this fact and makes it obvious 
that his principal source was the late Meir Dagan, an 
army general who became head of the Mossad under 
Israeli prime ministers Ariel Sharon, Ehud Olmert and 


Benjamin Netanyahu. 


Unfortunately, Bergman is little more than a transcriber, 
bringing minimal analysis or historical background. For 
example, Dagan's covert program to assassinate Iranian 
nuclear scientists is cited as a better method than overt 
military action to halt Iran's alleged nuclear weapons 
program. The diplomatic negotiations that resulted in an 


international agreement and a rigorous inspections 
regime for Iran's nuclear program are simply ignored. 


The book has numerous other failings as well, including 
giving short shrift to the efforts of Israeli human rights 
organizations to halt extrajudicial killings and framing the 
Israeli narrative in a way that omits the numerous acts of 
collective punishment carried out against the Palestinian 
people since 1948. The words "collective punishment" 
appear only once in its 784 pages in reference to a home 
demolition. 


Omitted are references to Deir Yassin and the dozens of 
other massacres that occurred during the Nakba of 1948- 
49, the massacre at Khan Younis in 1956, the numerous 
military provocations Israel carried out in Syria's Golan 
Heights prior to the 1967 war and Israel's flagrant 
violations of the ceasefires with Hamas in Gaza in 2008, 
2012 and 2014 that resulted in the deaths of thousands, 
including children. 


Rendition and torture 


To his credit, however, Bergman does delineate the 


similarities between the Israeli and US intelligence 
agencies, including recruiting journalists as spies, setting 
up false-front organizations to interfere in other 
countries, working with ex-Nazis and helping identify left- 
wing political activists under authoritarian regimes for 
the purpose of having them tortured or murdered. 


Aman's Unit 504, which engaged in kidnappings, 
anticipated the CIA's rendition and torture program 
following the 11 September 2001 attacks. And Bergman 
makes it clear that both former Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice and National Security Advisor Stephen 
Hadley under President George W. Bush approved and 
supported the Israeli assassination policy. 


Ultimately, the belief in the effectiveness of 
extrajudicial executions rests on the idea that 
individuals, not social forces, make history:E/iminate a 
single person and history is changed. Following the killing 
of a Hizballah leader, Bergman reports that some in 
Israeli intelligence came to recognize that "Hizballah 
wasn't one-man's guerrilla force - it was a movement ... a 
legitimate grassroots social movement." 


Bergman makes the dramatic claim that Israel's 
intelligence agencies, having come to realize the futility 
of an assassination policy against Palestinian resistance, 
embrace the two-state solution, leaving them at odds 
(though "quietly") with the current Netanyahu 
government. Dagan, in particular, appeared to have been 
motivated to leak some of Israel's most damaging secrets 
due to a rift with Netanyahu over his opposition to a 
Palestinian state. 


The likelihood of an eventual binational state if the two- 
state solution failed was an outcome that Dagan feared 
more than anything. In one of his last remarks at an 
Israeli political rally, Dagan explained his worries: 


"| do not want a binational state. | do not want an 
apartheid state. | do not want to rule over three million 
Arabs. | do not want us to be hostages of fear, despair 
and deadlock." 


After reading Rise and Kill First, one wonders: Had Dagan 
lived, would he have ordered the assassinations of those 
advocating a binational democratic state? 


Rod Such is a former editor for World Book and Encarta 


encyclopedias. He lives in Portland, Oregon, and is active 
with the Occupation-Free Portland campaign. 
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Forbes asks: 'Was Israel responsible for the 
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BEIRUT, LEBANON - AUGUST 04: Smoke rises from a port 
facility after large explosions on August 4, 2020 in Beirut, 
Lebanon. At least 50 people were killed and thousands 


more injured when two explosions occurred near the 
Lebanese capital's port area. 


As the smoke clears over Beirut, and rescuers struggle to 
aid survivors of a massive explosion that killed at least 78 
people and wounded more than 4,000, an ominous 
question hangs in the air: 


Was Israel responsible? The answer is, probably not. 


Israel denies any involvement. Lebanon's government 
and Hezbollah militants - never shy about blaming their 
arch-enemy Israel for any misfortune - say the disaster 
was an accident caused by volatile explosive material in 
a warehouse. If Israel were in fact responsible, the 
result could be a war with Hezbollah and Hezbollah's 
patron Iran that could even embroil the United States 
and other nations in a vast Middle East conflagration. 


Comment: ...which is likely why Hezbollah, much less 
other Lebanese leadership, didn't initially accuse Israel; 
they would have painted themselves into a corner in 
which they would have to respond, militarily. 


Complicating matters is that U.S. President Donald 
Trump quickly asserted that the explosion was the 
result of an attack. 


"Well it would seem like it, based on the explosion," 
Trump said at a press briefing Tuesday. "| met with some 
of our great generals and they seemed to feel that it was. 
This was not some kind of a manufacturing explosion 

type of event. This was a, seems to be, according to them, 
they would know better than | would, but they seem to 
think it was an attack. It was a bomb of some kind." 


Pentagon officialscontradict Trump's assertion.At best, 
Trump's assessment seems hasty, given that details are 
still sketchy of the explosion, which occurred early 
Tuesday evening local time in a warehouse on Beirut's 
waterfront. Video of the catastrophe shows what 
appears to be at least two explosions. At first, the video 
shows a tall plume of white smoke, as if from a fire, 
speckled with small flashes. Then a large orange blast of 
flame. Finally, a huge white ball of what might be smoke 
and steam envelops the area as a shock wave smashes 
buildings and windows. 


Comment: The following video seems to best capture the 
whole event. Note the loud roaring sound (accompanying 
the bright orange flames) that builds up before the first 
explosion. Local residents understandably mistook that 
sound for approaching fighter jet engines in the sky 
overhead. The first explosion is immediately followed by 
the ‘sparkling’ of what were at the time mistaken for 
‘fireworks’. Those aren't fireworks. The whole sequence 
from roaring orange flames to sparkling dark cloud of the 
first explosion suggests the detonation of some kind of 
incendiary device... 


Lebanese authorities initially blamed the blast on old 
fireworks, then Prime Minister Hassan Diab announced 
the cause was ammonium nitrate, a favorite of terrorist 
bomb-makers such as the American extremists who 
destroyed a federal building in Oklahoma City in 1995. 
The warehouse was allegedly filled with anmonium 
nitrate that had been seized by Lebanese authorities. 


Comment: The Oklahoma bombing is an interesting 


comparison to make, but not for the reason the author 
believes. In that case, it was later proven that bombs 
were placed inside the building, in addition to whatever 
explosive power was released by the ammonium nitrate 
in the truck parked outside. 


"It is unacceptable that a shipment of 2,750 tons of 
ammonium nitrate has been present for six years in a 
warehouse, without taking preventive measures,’ Diab 
said. While the white ball slightly resembles that of an 
oceanic atomic test as at Bikini Atoll in 1946, conspiracy 
theories that the Beirut blast was caused by a nuclear 
weapon are ridiculous. A real nuclear bomb would have 
caused far more damage, and would leave easily 
detectable radioactivity in its wake. 


Nonetheless, the question of Israeli involvement was 
inevitable. If any nation has cause to wish destruction of 
a Lebanese warehouse filled with explosives used by 
suicide bombers and to create IEDs, it's Israel. The Israeli 
Air Force has flown numerous air strikes for years 
againsttargets in Syria. The air campaign aims to destroy 
arms depots and convoys used by Iran to ship weapons 
across Syrian territory to Hezbollah, which vows 


destruction of Israel and is the most powerful group in 
Lebanon. 


There is no question that Israel had the capability to 
destroy that warehouse. It could have launched guided 
missiles from drones, jet fighters, Apache attack 
helicopters, Israeli navy missile boats and submarines, 
and even ground-launched ballistic missiles. 


Or, Israel's Mossad intelligence could have arranged a 
bomb or other sabotage. In recent weeks, there have 
beennumerous explosionsat nuclear sites, ballistic 
missile factories and power plants in Iran, including a key 
facility for making centrifuges needed for building a 
nuclear bomb. The Mossad is a top suspect. 


Comment: They've also just discovered a ‘labyrinthine’ 
network of underground tunnels in that part of the port: 


However, like solving any crime, the problem with 
blaming Israel for the Beirut explosion is motive. Despite 
years of clashes, including a war in 2006, both Israel and 


Hezbollah have recently made clear that neither wants 
war - at least for now. Hezbollah has been stretched thin 
by years of sending its fighters to prop up the Syrian 
government against rebels, while the near-collapse of 
the Lebanese economy caused by U.S. sanctions and the 
coronavirus have sapped its resources and popularity. 


Comment: Motive is the /east difficult element in this 
equation: 


July 31: Israeli defense minister threatens to bomb 
Lebanon infrastructure 


For its part, Israel has been embroiled with the 
coronavirus outbreak and chaotic domestic politics, 
including corruption charges filed against Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. In addition, Hezbollah's 150,000 
rockets aimed at Israel are a powerful disincentive. 
While Israel has been able to conduct strikes in Syria 
without escalating tensions, Jerusalem is well aware 
that attacking Lebanon could result in a barrage of 
Hezbollah rockets and commando raids, forcing a 
bloody Israeli invasion of southern Lebanon. 


Comment: True, but if you carried out a devastating 
attack in such a way that it plausibly does not look like 
you Carried it out... 


There have been a few recent border clashes between 
Israel and Hezbollah, including what Israel claims wasan 
attempted infiltrationby a Hezbollah squad. But what's 
noteworthy is that Hezbollah denied the infiltration ever 
took place, while Israel merely responded with some 
minor shelling, with no casualties reported on either side. 
Both sides are trying hard to keep a lid on the violence. 


What's also notable is that Israel's air campaign in Syria 
has been low key, with a few warehouses destroyed here, 
a few missile launchers destroyed there. 


Comment: That depends on your definition of ‘low-key’. 
What's certainly true is that world media has helped 
keep news about Israel's ‘covert’ war on Syria ‘low-key’. 


Bombing the Beirut waterfront would be so public that 


Jerusalem would risk not just war with Hezbollah, but 
also antagonizing world opinion. 


Comment: ...again, unless it was carried out in such a 
way that it plausibly looks like an ‘industrial accident’. 


Of course, this analysis is based on logic. It's possible, for 
example, that the Israeli Air Force targeted the Beirut 
warehouse without realizing just how much explosive 
material was stored there. But striking Hezbollah's 
stronghold without reliable and up-to-date intelligence 
would be unusually sloppy for the Israelis. 


Comment: Indeed. So the other alternative is that the 
result was exactly as intended; Lebanese people calling 
for the heads of its leaders (specifically, Hezbollah's 
Nasrallah), and foreign leaders only too happy to 
interfere and encourage them in that pursuit. 


If Israel wants to keep its northern front quiet, blowing 
up a Beirut neighborhood would be stupid. Whatever the 
cause of the explosion, it probably wasn't Israel. 


Follow me on Twitter or LinkedIn. Michael Peck 
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Hezbollah fighter at watchtower 


Notwithstanding the increase in power of the "Axis of the 
Resistance", with its precision missiles and unrivalled 
accumulated warfare experience, the possibility of war is 
still on the table. The "Axis of the Resistance" is 
increasing its readiness based on the possibility that 
Israel may not tolerate the presence of such a serious 


threat on its northern borders and therefore act to 
remove it. However, in any future war, the "Axis of the 
Resistance" considers the consequences would be 
overwhelmingly devastating for both sides and on all 
levels if the rules of engagement are not respected. 
Notwithstanding Israel's superior air firepower, its enemy 
Hezbollah has established its own tremendous firepower, 
and its experience in recent wars in Syria, Iraq and 
Yemen is an important asset. 


Sources within the "Axis of the Resistance" believe the 
next battle between Hezbollah and Israel, if ever it takes 
place, would be "controlled and not sporadic, with a 
focus on specific military objectives without damaging 
the infrastructure, on both sides". 


The sources consider Gaza as a precedent. In Gaza 
Palestinians and Israelis have fought many recent 
battles that lasted only a few days in which the 
objectives bombed were purely military. This is a new 
rule of engagement (ROE) regulating conflict between 
the belligerents. When Israel hits a non-military target, 
the Palestinian resistance responds by hitting a similar 
non-military target in Israel. The lesson extracted from 


the new ROE between Israel and the Palestinians is that 
every time exchanges of bombing go out of control, both 
sides understand they have to bring it back to an 
acceptable and equitable level, to limit damage and keep 
such mutual attacks from targeting civilians. 


The "Axis of the Resistance" therefore considers that the 
probability is high that the next battle would be limited 
to military objectives and kept under control. If one side 
increases the bombing, the other will follow. Otherwise, 
both sides have the capability to cause total destruction 
and go on to uncontrolled bombing. In the case of an 
out-of-control war, allies on both sides would become 
involved, which renders this scenario less likely. 


Hezbollah in Lebanon is said to have over 150,000 
missiles and rockets. Israel might suppose that a limited 
attack could destroy tens of thousands of Hezbollah's 
missiles. ls it worth it? "From Israel's view, Israel may 
think it is worth triggering a battle and destroying 
thousands of missiles, thinking that Israel has the 
possibility to prevent Hezbollah from re-arming itself. But 
even in this case, Israel doesn't need to destroy villages 
or cities or the Lebanese infrastructure, instead, it will 


limit itself to selective targets within its bank of 
objectives. However, we strongly doubt Israel could 
succeed in limiting Hezbollah's supply of missiles and 
advanced weapons. Many of these missiles no longer 
need to be close to the borders with Israel, but can be 
deployed on the Lebanese-Syrian borders in safe silos’, 
said the sources. 


However, Israel should also expect, according to the 
same sources, that Hezbollah will respond by bombing 
significant Israeli military targets within its bank of 
objectives. "There is no need to bomb airports, power 
stations, chemical industries, harbours or any highly 
significant target if Israel doesn't bomb any of these in 
Lebanon. But if necessary Hezbollah is prepared to 
imitate Israel by hitting back without hesitation 
indiscriminately and against high-value targets, at the 
cost of raising the level of confrontation to its maximum 
level. Hezbollah and Israel have a common language in 
warfare. If the bombing is limited, no side interprets the 
others’ actions as a sign of weakness", said the sources. 


“Hezbollah doesn't want war and is doing everything to 
avoid it. This is why it responded in Moawad, in the 


suburb of Beirut, when Israeli armed drones failed to 
reach their objectives. By responding, Hezbollah 
actually prevented a war on a large scale because it is 
not possible to allow Israel to get away with any act of 
war in Lebanon, violating the ROE" said the sources. 


Last September, Hezbollah targeted an Israeli vehicle in 
Avivim with a laser-guided missile in daylight after 
forcing the Israeli Army to hide for a week and retreat all 
forces behind civilians lines, imposing a new ROE. The 
Israeli army cleared the 120 km borders with Lebanon (5 
km deep) to avoid Hezbollah's revenge retaliation for 
violating the 2006 cessation of hostility's agreement. 
Israel refrained from responding and swallowed the 
humiliation due to its awareness of Hezbollah's readiness 
to start a devastating war if necessary. 


Israeli officials used to threaten Hezbollah and Lebanon 
to take the country "back to the stone age”. This is 
indeed within the reach of Israel's military capability. 
However, it is also within Hezbollah's reach to bring Israel 
back to the stone age, if required. Hezbollah's precision 
missiles can hit any bridge, airport, gasoline deposit 
containers, power stations, Haifa harbour, oil and gas rig 


platforms, any infrastructure and military and non- 
military objectives if Israel attempts to target similar 
objectives in Lebanon first. Hezbollah's new missile 
capability is not new to Israel, who is observing the latest 
technology Iran's allies are enjoying and "testing," mainly 
in Yemen. The recent bombing of Saudi Arabia oil 
facilities and the downing of a Saudi Tornado in Yemen 
revealed that Iran's HOT missiles are capable of downing 
jets at medium height and any helicopter violating 
Lebanese airspace. 


Hezbollah's latest version of the Fateh precision missile, 
the supersonic anti-ship missiles and the anti-air missiles 
can prevent Israel from using its navy, stopping any 
civilian ship from docking in Haifa, thwarting the use of 
Israeli Helicopters and precision bombing attacks- as in 
Iran's latest confrontation with the US at Ayn al-Assad 
base in Iraq. 


Hezbollah's missiles are unlikely to cause simple 
traumatic brain injuries - as per the Iranian missile at Ayn 
al Assad - when hitting targets in Israel in case of war. 
They can avoid missile interception systems. This 
increase of capability is a game-changer, and Hezbollah 


believes it is already decreasing the chances of war. 
Arming itself with precision missiles and armed drones 
and showing these capabilities to Israel is Hezbollah's 
way to avert a war and protect the equation of 
deterrence. 


In its 2020 security assessment, the Israeli Military 
Intelligence Directorate (Aman) unwisely evaluated the 
assassination of the Iranian Major General Qassem 
Soleimani as a "restraining factor". Aman's report, 
showing astonishing ignorance, stated that Soleimani 
was responsible for Hezbollah's missile projects. This lack 
of understanding of the Hezbollah-Iran relationship and 
dynamic is quite surprising. Sayyed Ali Khamenei told 
Hezbollah's leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah decades 
ago that he knows what he needs and what to do and 
doesn't need to fall back on Iran. The IRGC and 
Hezbollah have set up a collaboration engine that won't 
stop even if half of the IRGC leadership is killed. The 
possession of the feared Iranian precision missiles is no 
longer a secret: all Iran's allies have these deployed, in 
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen. 


Yesterday is unlike today: the power of destruction now 


belongs to all parties, no longer to Israel alone. War is no 
longer an option.US/Israeli aggression will be limited to 
an economic war, so long as the "Axis of the 
Resistance" continues updating its warfare capability to 
maintain deterrence parity. 


Proofread by: Maurice Brasher and C.G.B. 


This article is translated free to many languages by 
volunteers so readers can enjoy the content. It shall not 
be masked by Paywall. I'd like to thank my followers and 
readers for the confidence and support. If you like it, 
please don't feel embarrassed to contribute and help 
fund it for as little as 1 Euro. Your contribution, however 
small, will help ensure its continuity. Thank you. 
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Comment: See also: 


- Putin details why Russia's military tech changes 
balance of power 

- Bluster? Israel will shoot down rockets 'with space- 
age Laser Sword' 


- Putin: Russia offered to sell Trump hypersonic 
weapons, balance everything 
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How many ways can Israel wage war on Iran 
before the media reports Israel is waging war on 


Iran? 

Ted Snider 

Mondoweiss 

Thu, 09 Jul 2020 12:00 UTC 


Satellite images of Natanz nuclear plant. Pics: Google 
(before) and Iran International (after) 


Israel just bombed Iran. And no one noticed. 


On July 2, 2020, two explosions erupted in Iran, and 
both seem to have been ignited by Israel. Neither 
explosion attracted much reporting, and what reporting 
there has been remains thin and confused. 


The first report came out on the afternoon of July 3. The 
Jerusalem Post picked up a story from Kuwait's Al-Jarida, 
reporting that a fire had broken out at Iran's civilian 
Natanz nuclear enrichment site. The Kuwaiti report says 
that an unnamed senior source informed them that the 
fire was caused by an Israeli cyber attack. They suggest 
that Iran will need about two months to recover from the 
attack. Iranian officials have since confirmed that, though 
none of the underground centrifuges were damaged, the 
above ground damage is extensive, and that their 
centrifuge program has been substantially set back. 


The second attack exploded near Parchin, at a site 
claimed to be a missile production facility. Citing the 
same Kuwaiti paper, The Times of Israelattributed the 
Parchin explosion to missiles dropped by Israeli F-35 
stealth fighters. 


The Parchin story has drawn little further attention and 
remains undeveloped, but the Natanz story has 
confusingly evolved. Though unnamed Iranian officials 
seemed at first to side with the cyber attack theory, 
some experts sided with a different theory: that the 
Natanz explosion was not a cyber attack but an actual, 
bolder physical attack. In a rare piece of mainstream 
reporting, The New York Times seems to confirm the 
physical attack theory. Relying on a "Middle Eastern 
intelligence official with knowledge of the episode," the 
Timesreports that the Natanz nuclear complex was not 
hit by a cyber attack, as it has been previously, but by a 
“powerful bomb." The intelligence official added that 
"Israel was responsible for the attack." The Times report 
supports the intelligence source by adding that a 
“member of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps who 
was briefed on the matter also said an explosive was 
used." According to the Revolutionary Guards source, it is 
likely that someone carried the bomb into the building. 


These two attacks seem to add dropping missiles from 
the sky and walking bombs in on the ground to Israel's 
resume of acts of war on Iran. And the resume is long. 


Cyber Attacks 


Though Israel did not hit the Natanz facility with a cyber 
attack this time, it has hit it with a serious cyber attack in 
the past. In the past operation, Israel partnered with the 
United States, specifically Israel's secret military unit 
8200 partnered with the American CIA and NSA. 


When a massive virus called Flame was injected into 
Iranian computers, it mapped and monitored the 
system of Iranian computers and sent intelligence back 
that was used to prepare for cyber war campaigns 
against Iran. Officials have confirmed that Flame is one 
part of a joint project of the CIA, NSA and unit 8200. 


One of the cyber wars that Flame prepared the way for 
is the now famous Stuxnet. Stuxnet was a computer 
virus that infected Iran's centrifuges and sent them 
spinning wildly out of control before playing back 
previously recorded tapes of normal operations that 
plant operators watched unsuspectingly while the 
centrifuges spun faster and faster until they literally tore 
themselves apart. The New York Times says that, 


according to intelligence and military experts, the 
Dimona nuclear complex in Israel was the testing ground 
for the virus. There are nuclear centrifuges in Dimona 
that are virtually identical to Iran's, making it a perfect 
model to test the effectiveness of the virus. Stuxnet 
seems to have wiped out about 20% of Iran's nuclear 
centrifuges. 


So that puts missile attacks, bomb attacks and cyber 
attacks on the Israeli resume of acts of war on Iran. And 
the cyber attack was an act of war. A NATO study has 
admitted that Stuxnet qualified as an "illegal act of 
force." According to Stephen Cohen, after the U.S. 
accused Russia of hacking computers, NATO issued a 
statement saying that "hacking a member state might 
now be regarded as war against the entire military 
alliance, requiring military retaliation." 


Assassinations 


But the resume is nowhere near exhausted. It also 
includes assassination, multiple assassinations. On 
January 12, 2010, Massoud Ali-Mohammadi was killed 
when a remote-control bomb planted on a motorcycle 


detonated next to his car. The investigation undertaken 
by Iranian security forces led to the arrest of ten Iranians 
who were accused of working for the Israeli Mossad. One 
of them, Jamali Fashi, who had a computer and cell 
phones that tied him both to Mossad in general and to 
the assassinations specifically, confessedto being 
recruited and trained by Mossad to assassinate Ali- 
Mohammadi. 


In November 2010, Majid Shahriyari, was killed when 
motorcycle riders attached a magnetized bomb to his 
car. On the same day, assassins tried to kill Fereydoun 
Abbasi-Davani in the same way but failed when he 
noticed the suspicious motorcyclists and jumped out of 
his car. Also a scientist, Abbasi-Davani was named head 
of Iran's Atomic Energy Association a few months later. 
He says that British spies shadowed him to gather 
information ahead of the failed assassination attempt. 


The Iranian physicist and nuclear scientist Darioush 
Rezainejad was killed when two gunmen on 
motorcycles opened fire on him while he was entering 
his garage. His wife was also wounded. This was the 
fourth consecutive assassination or attempted 


assassination employing motorcyclists. According to the 
IAEA, Rezainejad played a key role in Iran's nuclear 
program. Iran has blamed the United States, Britain and 
Israel for his assassination. And "a source in Israel's 
intelligence community" told Germany's Der Spiegal that 
Mossad was behind the assassination of Rezainejad. 


In January 11, 2012, Mostafa Ahmadi Roshan, a scientist 
involved in purchasing equipment for Iran's nuclear 
program, was assassinated when a motorcycle placed a 
magnetized bomb on the roof of his moving car. 
Thirteen people found to be working for an Israeli spy 
ring were arrested. 


A fifth important player in the Iranian nuclear game was 
killed in November when a massive explosion at the 
military arms depot that houses Iran's long-range 
Shahab missiles killed seventeen and wounded fifteen 
more. Included in the dead was Major General Hassan 
Moqqadam, a pioneer in Iranian missile development. An 
earlier explosion occurred at a Shahab missile base in 
October of 2010. Time Magazinerevealed in November 
2011 that a western intelligence source says that Mossad 
is behind the explosion. 


Two senior officials in the Obama administration 
revealed to NBC news that the assassinations were 
carried out by the Mujahideen-e-Khalg (MEK), an Iranian 
opposition group that spent many years on America's 
terrorist list. They also confirm that the MEK was being 
financed, armed and trained by the Israeli Mossad and 
that the assassinations were carried out with the 
awareness of the Obama administration. The Americans, 
too, have secretly trained and supported the MEK. 


Qassem Suleimani 


The American assassination of Iranian general Qassem 
Suleimani drew tons of media attention. But Israel's role 
in the assassination did not. According to an "Israeli army 
officer with knowledge of Israeli military assessments," 
the assassination of Suleimani "did not come as a 
surprise’ because, according to Israeli military and 
diplomatic analysts, "Israel had advance notice of the U.S. 
plan." Channel 13's Barak Ravid reported that "the 

United States informed Israel about this operation in Iraq, 
apparently a few days ago." Netanyahu was the only 
American ally to know about the operation, having been 


informed by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. 


But Israel did more than know about it. Israel 
participated in it. "Israeli intelligence was instrumental” 
in the assassination. Suleimani was killed in Baghdad 
when his vehicle was struck by American hellfire missiles. 
Israeli intelligence "confirmed and verified" informants’ 
information tipping the U.S. off to which plane Suleimani 
was on. 


In a report published on July 7, 2020, U.N. expert on 
extrajudicial killings, Agnes Callamard, concluded that the 
assassination was "unlawful" and that it was an 

"arbitrary killing" that was in violation of the U.N. charter. 


That adds assassinations and political assassinations to 
the resume. 


Comment: In this instance, there may be more to the 


story: What War Was Trump Trying to Stop by Killing 
Iranian General Soleimani? 


Economic Warfare and Isolation 


The New York Times article that reports that the Natanz 
attack was actually a bomb adds that the sneaking of the 
bomb into the enrichment facility would not be the first 
time Israel has been able "to strike in the heart of Iran." 
They add Mossad's 2018 breaking into a secret nuclear 
archive in Tehran to the list of Israeli attacks in Iran. That 
would add another violation of Iranian territory and act 
of aggression to the Israeli resume if it were true. But, it's 
not true. 


Though Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
claimed that the stolen archival documentation proved 
that "Iran lied, big time, after signing the nuclear deal in 
2015," it was Netanyahu who was lying. Olli Heinonen, 
the chief inspector of the IAEA at the time of the JCPOA 
negotiations - and not someone who was in any way soft 
on Iran - said that the IAEA first saw the "significant new" 
evidence that Netanyahu revealed thirteen years earlier 
in 2005. Watching Netanyahu's revelation, Heinonen 
could only say, "I just saw a lot of pictures I had seen 
before." Those old pictures had been carefully 
discredited by many experts, including Gareth Porter in 
Manufactured Crisis. The |AEA was finished with them by 


December of 2015. The day after Netanyahu's revelation, 
the IAEA said that there was "no credible indications" of 
Iran working on a nuclear weapons program for several 
years before the JCPOA. As Gareth Porter has shown in 
many places, including The CIA Insider's Guide to the Iran 
Crisis, the archival documents were contaminated by 
inaccuracies that clearly revealed that they were 
fabrications. 


Nonetheless, when Donald Trump illegally withdrew 
from the JCPOA Iranian nuclear agreement, he boasted 
that Netanyahu's revelation "showed that I've been 100 
percent right." And, citing only Netanyahu's 
presentation as evidence, he pulled out of the 
agreement, locked Iran back into isolation and put it 
under economic siege: an act of economic warfare. 


Though Israel did not really physically attack Iran by 
breaking into the Tehran warehouse, the fabrication and 
sleight of hand propaganda war epitomized Israel's 
crucial role in massaging and pushing Trump into a 
maximum pressure economic war on Iran. 


So, although The New York Times was wrong, it was right. 


The illusory event did not add another physical act of war 
to Israel's resume. It added another new kind of war to 
the resume: missile attacks, bomb attacks, cyber attacks, 
assassinations, political assassinations and, now, 
economic warfare. How many different ways can Israel 
wage war on Iran before it is transparent that Israel is 
waging war on Iran? 


Comment: See also: Trump reaps the whirlwind with 
China/Iran mega deal 
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Trump reaps the whirlwind with China/Iran mega 
deal 
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For more than three years I've tried to explain that 
President Trump's foreign policy was having the exact 
opposite effect of its intended purpose. 


Trump, under the advice of people like John Bolton, 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) has pursued a maximum 
pressure Campaign against Iran in the hopes of the 
regime either crumbling or suing for peace. 


Trump was warned by both Chinese Premier Xi Jinping 
and Russian President Vladimir Putin that Iran would 
‘rather eat dirt’ than submit to him on nuclear weapons, 
support for Hezbollah, Iraq and President Bashar al-Assad 
in Syria. 


In effect, Trump and Pompeo have argued for Iran to give 
up its sovereignty to appease the fears of Netanyahu in 
Israel, and they have steadfastly told Bibi and The Donald 
to go pound sand. 


Every six months or so, depending on the state of 
domestic affairs, tensions with Iran ratchet up another 
notch. Over the past couple of weeks a series of 
explosions at key Iranian military facilities occurred 
with fingerprints of Israel striking deep into Iran to 
cripple strategic targets. 


Trump, distracted by the domestic insurrection against 
him, has left foreign policy strictly to Pompeo who is 
avidly pursuing a ‘have his cake and eat it too moment, ' 
trying to extend the weapons embargo against Iran at 
the United Nations while still claiming the unilateral 
right to leave the JCPOA without further consequences. 


In a word, Russia, China and Europe are telling him, 
"No." 


And now we know why. China and Iran just inked a 25- 


year, game-changing strategic deal covering everything 
from oil sales, contract bids and massive upgrades to 
Iran's anti-air capabilities as well as its domestic air 
force. 


This deal was in the air over the weekend when Iranian 


Foriegn Minister Javad Zarif briefed Iranian lawmakers on 
the pending deal. 


From Simon Watkins at Oilprice.com via Zerohedge who 
is arguing the deal was actually inked last year: 


One of the secret elements of the deal signed last year 
is that China will invest USS280 billion in developing 
Iran's oil, gas, and petrochemicals sectors. This amount 
will be front-loaded into the first five-year period of the 
new 25-year deal, and the understanding is that further 
amounts will be available in each subsequent five year 
period, provided that both parties agree. There will be 
another USS120 billion of investment, which again can be 
front-loaded into the first five-year period, for upgrading 
lran's transport and manufacturing infrastructure, and 
again subject to increase in each subsequent period 
should both parties agree. In exchange for this, to begin 
with, Chinese companies will be given the first option to 


bid on any new - or stalled or uncompleted - oil, gas, 
and petrochemicals projects in Iran. China will also be 
able to buy any and all oil, gas, and petchems products 
at a minimum guaranteed discount of 12 per cent to the 
six-month rolling mean average price of comparable 
benchmark products, plus another 6 to 8 per cent of that 
metric for risk-adjusted compensation. Additionally, 
China will be granted the right to delay payment for up 
to two years and, significantly, it will be able to pay in 
soft currencies that it has accrued from doing business 
in Africa and the Former Soviet Union states. 


You can almost hear MBS' sobs from here. Because there 
is no way the Saudis can compete with this. This is a 
strategic move by Iran to ensure that 


1. lran has guaranteed oil exports despite U.S. 
sanctions 

2. The Iranian economy de-dollarizes faster 

3. Iran and Iraq, by extension, integrate into China's 
One Belt, One Road project. 

4. Saudi Arabia's position as the leader of the Arab oil- 
producing world is destroyed. 

5. Iran's ability to withstand U.S. sanctions pressure 
rises dramatically 


This also dovetails with China's eschewing Saudi oil for 


Russian Urals grade. At the same time China is working 
on putting a buyer's group together to further 
marginalize Saudi oil pricing policy of setting tenders on 
a monthly basis. 

Moreover, China wants its oil futures contract in 
Shanghai more dominant in the global market. That 
contract is a key piece to deepening Yuan liquidity. 


Shifting the oil trade where it can trade in real time 
versus would be a boon to the market. Most of the Arab 
states set their tender prices at the beginning of the 
month and they don't change. 


Now let's tie this into what's happening in Hong Kong, 
where President Trump is threatening the Hong Kong 
Dollar's peg to the U.S. dollar to try and cause China 
economic pain. 


But China wants this to happen. It obviously doesn't 
want Hong Kong to continue being the source of China's 
international liquidity which is also retarding the 
internationalization of the yuan as a trade settlement 
currency. 


I've been steadfast in my belief that China is ready to let 
Hong Kong go as a financial center. It is getting prepared 
to move its financial center to Shanghai, where its oil and 
gold futures contracts trade, the latter also convertible 
into gold. 


The folly of all of this bluff and bluster is that Trump 
never wanted a war with Iran as the dramatic events 
from last year made clear. He simply wanted to force 
everyone to the bargaining table and renegotiate the 
JCPOA on Israel's terms. 


But the means and manner in which he went about this 
was both deeply insulting and demeaning. 


Proud people like Iranians don't respond to those kinds 
of cheap, gangster-like tactics and Trump has found out 
the hard way that treating international politics like 
negotiating a real estate deal doesn't work. 


There's always someone else willing to come in and find 
their comparative advantage. So, this deal with China 
was always on the table, lurking in the background. 


Israel pushed Trump to ditch the JCPOA to escalate the 
situation to their advantage. It gives Netanyahu every 
justification to send his air force around bombing 
targets in not just Syria, but now Iraq and Iran, 
increasing the likelihood of bringing Russia and China 
deeper into the region to defend its ally. 


Every argument made to me over the past four years on 
this point has downplayed the idea that Russia and China 
would not come to Iran's aid. 


And yet it has steadily occurred. 


All Trump did was help China get better terms on this 
deal with Iran than it would have gotten had he not gone 
full bull in an open-air marketplace. 


Now that this deal has leaked out into the world we can 
see why Mike Pompeo is so desperately trying to re- 
impose the weapons embargo against Iran per the snap- 
back provisions of the JCPOA. 


Because part of this deal is for China and Russia to sell 
lran massive upgrades to both their anti-air defenses, 


namely Russian S-400's, and to its air force. 


Again from Watkins at Oilprice: 


OilPrice.com understands from the Iranian sources that 
the bombers to be deployed will be China-modified 
versions of the long-range Russian Tupolev Tu-22M3s, 
with a manufacturing specification range of 6,800 
kilometres (2,410 km with a typical weapons load), and 
the fighters will be the all-weather supersonic medium- 
range fighter bomber/strike Sukhoi Su-34, plus the newer 
single-seat stealth attack Sukhoi-57. It is apposite to note 
that in August 2016, Russia used the Hamedan airbase to 
launch attacks on targets in Syria using both Tupolev- 
22M3 long-range bombers and Sukhoi-34 strike fighters. 
At the same time, Chinese and Russian military vessels 
will be able to use newly-created dual-use facilities at 
lran's key ports at Chabahar, Bandar-e-Bushehr, and 
Bandar Abbas, constructed by Chinese companies. 


Moreover, Iran's military will further integrate Russian 
Electronic Warfare (EW) protocols into its structures. 
Remember Russia treats EW as a vital and integral part 
of its military capabilities. It isn't an add-on or adjunct to 
core military operations. 


EW is integrated into Russian military operations down to 
the squad level. 


The bottom line is that this deal cements the 
Russian/Chinese/Iranian axis as an unbreakable thing. 
For nearly four years Trump's team has pushed him to try 
and break this alliance up, but did so with tactics which 
only pushed them closer together. 


All stick and no carrot after decades of the same 
treatment while showing no capability of abiding by any 
deal struck was never a recipe for driving a wedge 
between these people. 


So, we're left with the following situation which, actually, 
is quite dangerous. The U.S.'s position in Iraq is 
ultimately tenuous, like it is in Syria. Iran will now be 
flush with Chinese money to rebuild not only its oil and 
gas export business but better support its allies in 
Lebanon, Syria and Yemen. 


Those same men pushed Trump to the brink of war in the 
end are still in his ear. And they are pushing a scorched 
earth policy of economic privation effecting social and 


political unrest. 


But all that does is create the opportunity for China to 
step out from behind the curtain and into the spotlight. 


And for the sin on not going to war with Iran he's being 
roasted by neoconservatives at home who have openly 
now joined forces with the Democrats to campaign 
against him. 


If he wants to stay in power he may have to appease 
them one last time, as his anti-China, anti-EU campaign 
strategy comes to a head in October when the arms 
embargo against Iran expires. 


In article after article | patiently explained how and why 
Trump and the U.S. had no real leverage over Iran short 
of bombing the country back to the stone age. That 
would never happen on Trump's watch because Iran's 
leadership would never do anything so overt as to invite 
that response. 


Even the attack on the U.S. bases in Iraq in January in 
response to Trump's miscalculated assassination of 


General Qassem Soleimani was measured, precise and, 
officially, without U.S. casualties. If there was ever a 
moment for the Iranians to make a strategic mistake that 
invited Trump's wrath, it was that. 


And once his bluff was called there, that was the end of 


Energy Dominance and the entire strategy of isolating 
Iran. 


At the same time those strikes demonstrated an ability to 
deliver blows far ahead of anything Trump had been 
briefed on by his advisers. 


And the consequences would be catastrophic, especially 
for not only Saudi Arabia, which got a small taste of what 
could come their way, but also Israel. 


Back then we were all worried about what would happen 
if Iran attacked oil tankers in the Persian Gulf sending oil 
to $200 per barrel. The financial derivative meltdown 
and subsequent supply chain disruptions would have 
been existential. 


Today we're living through what happens when the 


opposite occurs and oil plunges to $18 per barrel, 
thanks to Vladimir Putin finally telling both OPEC+ and 


the U.S., "No." 


The outcome is pretty much the same, a meltdown of 
Western markets financialized to the point of self- 
destruction which has now plunged both the U.S. and 
Europe into political chaos. 


Into that vacuum China and Russia can now move 
openly into central Asia, and impose their will over the 
future of the region without having to fight anything 
more dangerous than skirmishes. 


China secures its future energy needs and the supply 
lines for cross-continental trade. It establishes itself as 
the new power broker in the region alongside Russia who 
supplies the military prowess and a broke and battered 
U.S. can only fight rearguard actions while its allies there 
sink further into irrelevancy. 


Join my Patreon if you want to understand the stupidity 
of powerful men. 
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The head of Iran's civil defense agency announced on 
Sunday that a new version of the Stuxnet virus, believed 
to be a US-Israeli creation, had been found by Iranian 
authorities. The announcement came amid news that 
President Hassan Rouhani's phone had been bugged and 
a call for increased defenses to "confront infiltration." 


“Recently we discovered a new generation of Stuxnet 


which consisted of several parts... and was trying to 
enter our systems," announced Brigadier General 
Gholamreza Jalali, head of Iranian civil defense, Reuters 
reported. He gave no further details, such as whom the 
Iranian government believes to be behind the attack or 
how much damage it had caused. 


The original Stuxnet virus targeted nuclear centrifuges at 
lran's Natanz Uranium Enrichment Facility in June 2009, 
when it caused about 20 percent of the facility's 
centrifuges to spin out of control until they broke. It's 
widely believed to have been a joint creation by the US 
and Israel. 


The Times of Israe!l noted that Israeli officials have 
refused to discuss what role, if any, they played in either 
Stuxnet operation. 


That same day, Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei said Sunday, "In the face of the enemy's 
complex practices, our civil defense should... confront 
infiltration through scientific, accurate and up-to-date... 
action." 


Iranian Students News Agency (ISNA) then reported on 
Monday that Rouhani's cell phone had recently been 
discovered to be bugged, citing Jalali as saying that 
Rouhani's phone would be replaced with a more secure 
device. Again, Jalali made no indication as to who was 
believed to be behind the wire tap. 


Still, Israel seems to be name on everyone's lips. The 
news is only one episode in a rapid succession of moves 
between Israel and Iran, with Israel's Mossad intelligence 
agency saying on Wednesday it had thwarted an Iranian 
murder plot in Denmark against three members of the 
Arab Struggle Movement for the Liberation of Ahvaz, an 
organization connected to those who carried out a 
terrorist attack during a military parade in the Iranian city 
of Ahvaz on September 22, killing 25 people. Earlier this 
year, Israel claimed it had accomplished a vast cyber- 
heist, stealing an archive that Israel claimed documented 
Tehran's continuing nuclear weapons program. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu presented those 
claims to the UN in September. 


“What Iran hides, Israel will find," Netanyahu declared in 
his UN speech at the time. 


Comment: Previously: 


- "Stuxnet" and "Flame": With new malware virus 


Israel fans a virtual flame against Iran 
- US unleashed Stuxnet cyber war on Iran to appease 


Israel, which then tweaked it and set it loose 


- Ralph Langner: Stuxnet is a Mossad-US cyber-WMD 
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"Stuxnet" and "Flame": With new malware virus 
Israel fans a virtual flame against Iran 

Pierre Klochendler 

Global Research 
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The IPS article below originally posted by Global 
Research on May 31, 2012 sheds light on what is now 
"official" following the alleged leak of classified 
information about a covert cyberattack on Iran's nuclear 
facilities. 


Retired Marine Gen. James "Hoss" Cartwright has been 
told he is a target of the probe, NBC News and The 
Washington Post reported Thursday. A "target" is 
someone a prosecutor or grand jury has substantial 
evidence linking to a crime and who is likely to be 
charged. 


The Justice Department referred questions to the U.S. 
attorney's office in Baltimore, where a spokeswoman, 
Marcia Murphy, declined to comment. 


With New Malware Virus, Israel Fans A Virtual Flame 
Against Iran 


Pierre Klochender 


IPS, May 31, 2012 


A new super-weapon has entered the Mideast cyber 
arena. First detected on Monday by a Moscow-based 


security company, 'Worm.Win32.Flame’ - just call it 
‘Flame’ - might be "the most sophisticated cyber weapon 
yet unleashed" on Iran's secret nuclear networks. 


"Flame can easily be described as one of the most 
complex threats ever discovered. Big and incredibly 
sophisticated, it redefines the notion of cyber-war and 
cyber-espionage,' Alexander Gostev posted on the 
‘Securelist' blog of Kaspersky Labs, the company that 
uncovered the worm. Gostev is head of the firm's Global 
Research and Analysis Team. 


The newly-discovered multi-task device sniffs network 
traffic, takes screenshots when certain applications of 
interest are run, records audio conversations, intercepts 
keyboards - the web seems to be the limit. 


From an initial analysis performed by Kaspersky Labs, the 
‘Flame’ creators gather highly sensitive intelligence on 
highly sensitive operations of states, principally in the 
Middle East - e-mails, documents, messages, or 
discussions inside sensitive locations - and can "target 
SCADA (supervisory control and data acquisition) devices, 
ICS (industrial control systems), critical infrastructure and 


so on." 


The hijacked data is then retrieved by operators through 
links to command-and-control (C&C) servers. "Key here is 
Flame's completeness - the ability to steal data in so 
many different ways," Gostev notes. 


Kaspersky Labs discovered ‘Flame’ following a request 
from the United Nations. The world body's International 
Telecommunication Union suspected the existence of an 
unknown malware - codenamed 'Wiper' - whose task 
would be to delete sensitive information across the 
Middle East. 


Iran is the top target, with the worm ‘crawling’ in at least 
189 of its computers. The West Bank comes second with 
89 infected computers. 


Sudan comes third with 32 damaged computers. Then 
almost in a tie, stands Syria with the worm identified in 
30 computers. Eighteen computers were targeted in 
Lebanon; ten in Saudi Arabia. Next but not last is Egypt, 
with five contaminated computers. All, except the latter, 
are considered enemy states of Israel. 


In its blog, the security software maker Symantec said 
‘Flame’ was also uncovered in computers in Hungary, 
Austria, Russia, Hong Kong and the United Arab Emirates. 


Though no trace in the code ties the latest malware to 
any specific copyrighter, author or state, Iran indirectly 
blamed Israel for ‘Flame’. 


“Some countries and illegitimate regimes are used to 
producing viruses, Foreign Ministry Sookesman Ramin 
Mehman-Parast was quoted on Tuesday in the semi- 
official Iranian news agency Fars. 


Tehran often refers to Israel as "the illegitimate Zionist 
regime’. The allegation was based on an interview given 
on Monday by Israeli Vice Prime Minister Moshe Ya'‘alon 
to Israel Army Radio. 


“Anyone who sees the Iranian (nuclear) threat as a 
significant threat - it's reasonable (to assume) that he'll 
take various steps, including these, to harm it," Ya'alon 
declared. He said "Israel is blessed as a country rich with 
high-tech; these tools that we take pride in open up all 


kinds of opportunities for us." 


According to a New York Times investigation published in 
January, ‘Stuxnet', the cyber villain discovered in 2010 
which attacked Iranian centrifuges, specifically in the 
Natanz uranium enrichment facility, was tested within 
the premises of the Dimona nuclear complex located in 
southern Israel. 


According to Gostev, links could indicate that the ‘Flame’ 
wizards accessed technology used in 'Stuxnet’. Indeed, 
the worm seems to have run in parallel to the ‘Stuxnet’ 
project as preliminary analyses show it's been 
disseminated since February 2010. 


Kaspersky Labs points at certain characteristics shared by 
‘Flame’ and 'Stuxnet', but unlike 'Stuxnet' which damages 
computerized equipment, ‘Flame’ is meant to collect 
information. 


‘Duqu', another information-gathering malware useful in 
targeting ICS systems and attached to 'Stuxnet' was first 
uncovered in 2011 by the Laboratory of Cryptography 

and System Security (CrySyS) of the Budapest University 


of Technology and Economics. 


In April, news came out from Iran that Tehran 
disconnected servers from the Internet as a cyber 
outbreak stroke at the Kharg island oil terminal (from 
which Iran exports some 80 percent of its crude oil). The 
attack is now thought to have been provoked by ‘Flame’. 


The major difference between ‘Flame’ and the 
'Stuxnet/Duqu' project lies in the fact that the 'Flame' 
code is 20 times larger, and targets thousands of systems 
worldwide, including computers in academia, private 
companies and of specific individuals. 


What's more, operators "can conduct analysis of the data 
of the victim systems and uninstall 'Flame' from systems 
that aren't interesting, leaving the most important ones 
in place. After which they start a new series of 
infections, Gostev emphasized. 


Ilan Proimovich, Kaspersky's representative in Israel, told 
Army Radio that the worm "is operated by remote 
control. It's not always active, thus it's so difficult to 
detect." 


Though the common assumption is that a small code like 
the one of 'Stuxnet' is easier to hide, the large size of the 
‘Flame’ code (over 20MB) is precisely why it wasn't 
discovered for so long, notes Gostev. 


While the analysis of the 'Stuxnet' code (500K) took 
months, it's estimated that deciphering the more 
complex ‘Flame’ code will last at least a year. 


Israeli Information Security analysts say the worm 
highlights the Iranian nuclear program's Achilles heel - its 
inability to ward off cyber attacks. 


Assaf Turner, CEO of the Israeli-based Maya Security 
company, believes that "'Flame’ likely penetrated highly 
secure computer systems’ in Iran. 


"Iran's brush with 'Duqu' and disastrous encounter with 
‘Stuxnet' prove that the Islamic Republic is, indeed, 
lacking in the field of cyber security," he asserted on the 
Israeli news site YNet. 


One could entertain the euphoric dream that the current 


cyber-espionage war would provide an elegant, virtual, 
way to put an end to the alarming suspicion that Iran is 
developing the capability to master the doomsday 
weapon. This, before other far more mortal means are 
employed to try to destroy the nuclear threat once and 
for all. 
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US unleashed Stuxnet cyber war on Iran to 
appease Israel, which then tweaked it and set it 


loose 


Russia Today 
Fri, 01 Jun 2012 17:18 UTC 


The US and Israel made the Stuxnet virus as a new kind 
of weapon targeted against Iran, a media investigation 
revealed. The operation reportedly started in the Bush 
era, but was intensified by Obama administration. 


The top-secret massive sabotage targeting Iran's Natanz 
uranium enrichment facility was arguably the first 
episode of a new age of warfare, similar to the first use 
of nuclear weapons or the first military drone attack, 
according to an investigation by the New York Times. 


The newspaper interviewed current and former 
American, European and Israeli officials involved in the 
clandestine program called Olympic Games. None of 
them agreed to have his name mentioned due to the 
highly sensitive nature of the operation. 


The US and Israeli authorship of the Stuxnet virus, which 
caused damage to Iranian uranium enrichment effort by 
destroying hundreds of centrifuges at the Natanz facility, 
was long hinted at by the media. The virus is estimated 
to have pushed back the controversial nuclear program 
by as much as 18 months, although skeptical 
assessments say the impact may have been lower. 


The Olympic Games operation dates back to 2006, the 
NYT reports. The Bush administration at the time had its 
credibility at a low, after being to have falsely accused 
Saddam Hussein of having weapons of mass destruction. 
This limited the amount of international pressure 
Washington could put on Tehran. 


At the same time Iran's renewed enrichment of uranium 
made Israel extremely nervous, because it suspected the 
Islamic Republic would build up a stockpile of enough 
nuclear fuel to enrich it further to a weapons-grade level 
later. If Iran's enrichment program remained unhindered, 
Israel would be prompted to launch a pre-emptive 
military attack on it and trigger a major regional war, 
Washington believed, as several US officials told the 
newspaper. 


Launching a secret cyber attack on Iran and making 
Israelis part of the operation both bought more time for 
sanctions and gave Israel's hawks a tangible alternative 
to trying to bomb the Natanz plant. 


The report names General James E. Cartwright, who had 


established a small cyber operation unit inside the 
United States Strategic Command, as the father of 
Olympic Games operation. George W. Bush was skeptical 
over the risky and radical proposal, but nevertheless 
approved it. 


The virus that was programmed by American and Israeli 
cyber weapons experts especially for the operation was 
more sophisticated than anything the world had seen 
before. Also, unlike the overwhelming majority of 
malware, which can only damage computer performance 
or steal information, the new virus could cause actual 
damage to machinery. The code infecting control 
computers at Natanz was designed to abruptly speed up 
or slow down the fast-spinning centrifuges, tearing them 
apart. 


Before attacking the Iranian facilities, the people in 
charge of the operation reportedly tested it at several of 
the Energy Department's secret national laboratories. 
They built a replica of the Natanz site with centrifuges 
similar to those used by Iran. The US obtained them from 
Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi after he abandoned his 
own nuclear program in 2003. 


With proof of the potential power of the new cyber 
weapon at hand, the Olympic Games went into the next 
phase in 2008. Through agents and unsuspicious 
accomplices the virus was downloaded into Natanz 
computers and spread across the facility. It then began to 
occasionally destroy centrifuges, giving the impression of 
a series of unrelated malfunctions plaguing the 
enrichment site. 


According to the report, Iranians facing centrifuge 
malfunctions were convinced that their problems were 
with faulty parts (which the US was actually working hard 
to supply to them with), incompetence or human 
sabotage. Some specialists were actually fired over the 
disruptions. 


The effect Olympic Games had on the plant was also 
confirmed by video taken by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency cameras, which had been put in place to 
monitor Iranian activities at Natanz between inspections. 


The game changed in 2010, when the virus infected a 
laptop of one of the engineers and later escaped into the 


internet, quickly spreading "in the wild". This contingency 
was not expected, as the malware was supposed to 
infect only computers at Natanz. 


The Americans blamed Israeli programmers’ 
contributions to the code, claiming they "went too far", 
as US Vice President Joe Biden reportedly commented at 
a secret meeting after the news broke. It was then just a 
matter of time before the virus would be detected by 
cyber security experts, its code dissected and analyzed. 


Still, President Obama ordered the operation to continue, 
the NYT was told. Within a week from that moment, a 
newer version of the virus brought down just under 

1,000 Iranian centrifuges. 


The report says American cyber attacks are not limited to 
Iran, but the focus was overwhelmingly on Tehran's 
nuclear program. Obama reportedly was hesitant to 
expand the use of the new brand of weapon. In fact, the 
US is arguably the one country in the world most 
vulnerable to cyber attacks on its infrastructure. 
Pioneering such operations would give other countries 
and power groups a justification to target America. 


It is not clear whether the US has anything to do with the 
recently-discovered Flame virus. The malware is a 
sophisticated cyber weapon, which is believed to be part 
of a major spy operation in the Middle East, including 
lran and Israel. Cyber security experts say a 
government-level effort must be behind Flame. 


Comment: The US and Israel are the world's biggest 
cyber-terrorists. That's why the BRICS countries are 
trying to put a leash on them: 
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Dozens of Afghan security personnel killed in 
separate suicide attacks 


Issued on: 29/11/2020 - 08:19 


Afghan security personnel stand guard near the site of a 
car bomb targeting the National Directorate of Security 
unit in Ghazni on May 18, 2020.© Zakeria Hashimi, AFP 
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At least 34 people were killed on Sunday in two separate 
suicide bombings in Afghanistan that targeted a military 
base and a provincial chief, officials said. 
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There were no immediate claims of responsibility for the 
attacks, which took place as Afghan government 
representatives and the Taliban hold face-to-face talks in 
Qatar for the first time to end the country’s decades-long 
war. 


In eastern Ghazni province, 31 soldiers were killed and 24 
others wounded when the attacker drove a military 
humvee full of explosives onto an army commando base 
before detonating the car bomb, according to an official in 
Afghanistan’s National Security Council, who spoke 
anonymously because he was not permitted to speak 
directly to the media. 


Ghazni's provincial health department chief, Zahir Shah 
Nikmal, also confirmed the death toll and casualty figures 
from the attack. 


Afghanistan's Defense Ministry released a statement 
claiming 10 soldiers were killed and nine wounded. The 
ministry also offered a different account of what 
happened than the official at the National Security 
Council, saying the vehicle exploded near the army base 


after security forces opened fire on the car. It was not 
immediately clear why there was a discrepancy. 


Interior Ministry spokesman Tariq Arian said a suicide 
bombing took place, though he did not provide further 
details. 


The soldiers stationed at the base were responsible for 
conducting night raids, providing support to the army and 
police forces under siege, and taking part in large-scale 
operations against the Taliban and Islamic State group in 
eastern and southern provinces of Afghanistan. 


The base is located in a desert region, about three miles 
(five kilometers) outside the city of Ghazni. Parts of the 
base and a nearby police building were partially destroyed 
by the powerful explosion. Windows were also blown out 
in buildings of the city near to where the bombing 
occurred. 


In southern Afghanistan, another suicide car bomber 
targeted the convoy of a provincial council chief in Zabul 
province, killing at least three people and wounding 21 
others, including children, according to provincial 
spokesman Gul Islam Sial. 


The council chief, Attajan Haqbayat, survived Sunday's 
attack with minor injuries, although one of his 
bodyguards was among those killed, said provincial 
police spokesman Hikmatullah Kochai. 


There has been a sharp rise in violence this year and a 
surge of attacks by the Taliban against Afghanistan’s 
beleaguered security forces since the start of peace talks 
in September. There have also been deadly attacks this 
month claimed by Islamic State militants in Afghanistan, 
including a horrific attack on Kabul University that killed 
22 people, most of them students. 
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The U.S., meanwhile, plans to withdraw an estimated 
2,500 troops before the middle of January, leaving about 
2,000 soldiers in Afghanistan as part of America’s longest 
war. Afghan officials, however, have expressed concerns 
that a rapid reduction in American troops could strengthen 
the negotiating position of the Taliban. 


The U.S. has been pressing in recent weeks for a 
reduction in violence, while the Afghan government has 
been demanding a cease-fire. The Taliban have refused, 
saying a cease-fire will be part of negotiations, although 
the group have held to their promise not to attack U.S. 
and NATO troops. 


(AP) 
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A war in the shadows: The record of Iranian nuclear 
scientists killed over the decade 
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Assassinated Iranian Nuclear Scientists 

Mohsen Fakhrizadeh ¢ Masoud Ali-Mohammadi ¢ Majid 
Shahriari 

Fereydoun Abassi-Davani ¢ Darioush Rezaeinejad ¢ 
Mostafa Ahmadi-Roshan 


The killing of a leading Iranian nuclear scientist has 
caused outrage in the Middle East, and threatened to 
up-end an already precarious geopolitical situation 
between Iran on one hand, and the US and Israel on the 
other. 


Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, described by the West and Israel 
as the leader of Iran's alleged covert nuclear bomb 
programme, was killed in an apparent assassination on 
27 November. 


Iran's Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif, tweeted 
that, "terrorists murdered an eminent Iranian scientist 
today. This cowardice - with serious indications of Israeli 
involvement - shows the desperate war-mongering of the 
perpetrators.’ An American official has claimed that 


Israeli fingerprints were all over the attack. 


Israel has said it refuses to comment publicly on such 
reports. 


However, Mr Fakhrizadeh is not the first Iranian nuclear 
scientist to have been assassinated over the past 10 
years whose death the Iranian authorities have been 
blamed on western-backed Israeli operations. 


Despite persistent denials by the American government 
that it has any knowledge about how the leading 
Iranian nuclear scientists came to be assassinated, David 
E Sanger, a former National Security correspondent with 
the New York Times,wrote in his book - which partly 
covers the issue - that, "for years, the Mossad and the 
CIA have tracked" a number of Iranian university 
scientists. 


Here is a list of the top assassinations over the years. 
Masoud Ali-Mohammadi 


On the morning of 12 January 2010, nuclear scientist 


Masoud Ali-Mohammadi - said to be a particle physics 
professor at Tehran University - was killed when a 
“remote-controlled bomb attached to a motorcycle" 
exploded outside his home in the Iranian capital as he 
left to go to work. Iranian officials said at the time that 
the professor did not work for the country's Atomic 
Energy Organisation. Western and Israeli intelligence 
sources on the other hand, claimed he had worked 
closely with the recently killed Mr Fakhrizadeh. Again, 
much like his death, Iranian leaders blamed the attacks 
on Israeli intelligence services, with support from 
Washington. Iranian authorities later announced they 
had arrested an Iranian national, Majid Jamali Fashi, 
who alleged in a televised confession that he had been 
paid $120,000 to act on behalf of Israel's secret service, 
Mossad. 


Majid Shahriari and Fereydoun Abassi-Davani 
In November 2010 two scientists who allegedly held chief 
roles in the Iranian nuclear programme were struck 


almost simultaneously by bombs in Tehran. 


In one of incidents, Majid Shahriari and his wife were 


severely wounded in a car bombing on 29 November in 
what Iranian officials blasted as an Israeli attack on its 
atomic efforts. Shahriari died of his wounds almost 
immediately. His wife survived, but is said now to have a 
scar on one cheek and walks using a cane. Later on, the 
country's atomic energy head, Ali Akbar Salehi, noted 
that Shahriari had held a prominent role in one of Iran's 
biggest nuclear programmes, but he did not provide 
details on what that role was, nor the specific nature of 
the programme. 


Fereydoun Abassi-Davani, was severely wounded, also in 
a car-bomb attack in which his wife sustained injuries, on 
the same day that the other attack had been carried out. 
Abassi-Davani was head of Physics at Tehran's Imam 
Hussein University, and was subject to stringent UN 
sanctions over what western officials claimed was his 
involvement in the military dimension of Iran's nuclear 
programme. Much like the other attacks, Iranian officials 
were quick to blame overseas intelligence agencies as 
the perpetrators. However, then-Iranian intelligence 
minister, Heydar Moslehi, said that it was a number of 
Iran's enemies working together: 


"This terrorist act was carried out by intelligence 
services such as the CIA, Mossad and the MI6. A group 
that wanted to carry out a terrorist act but did not 
succeed, was also arrested. They confessed that they 
were trained by these intelligence services." 


Despite his dance with death, Abassi-Davani survived, 
and went on to lead the country's Atomic Energy 
Agency from 2011-2013. 


Darioush Rezaeinejad 


Somewhat more shrouded in uncertainty than the above 
cases, on 23 July, 2011, Darioush Rezaeinejad, who had 
a PhD in Physics, was gunned down outside his home in 
an eastern suburb of Tehran reportedly by assassins on 
motorbikes. Rezaeinejad was allegedly with his wife after 
they had collected their children from school. Some 
reports at the time said that he had been working on the 
"trigger mechanism" used for nuclear weapons. The 
lranian government denied that he had anything to do 
with its nuclear programme. However, it was widely 
reported at the time that he had been killed by agents 
from Israel's Mossad. Supporting those claims, the 
German newspaper, Der Spiegel,quoted at the time an 


Israeli intelligence source claiming that the attack, "was 
the first public operation by new Mossad chief Tamir 
Pardo." 


Mostafa Ahmadi-Roshan 


In January 2012, a 32-year-old chemical engineering 
graduate and nuclear scientist at Iran's renowned Natanz 
facility named Mostafa Ahmadi-Roshan had a so-called 
sticky bomb placed on his car by a motorcyclist while in 
central Tehran. The subsequent blast killed Ahmadi- 
Roshan and also a passenger in his car, as well as 
wounding a bystander. Soon after, then-US Secretary of 
State, Hillary Clinton, took the unusual step of 
distancing the US from the attack."| want to 
categorically deny any United States involvement in any 
kind of violence inside Iran," she announced. In his 
writings, journalist David Sanger claims that around the 
time of the attack, he was told by US officials that 
Washington, though cautious about providing any 
information to Israel about Iranian nuclear scientists that 
may implicate the US, "Israel hardly needed the help." 
Indeed, Time Magazine at the time claimed that it had 
been told by unnamed Western intelligence sources that, 


as with the above-mentioned cases, Mr Ahmadi-Roshan 
was "a victim of Israel's Mossad." 


January 2015 


In January of 2015, the Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
Corps claimed that it had thwarted an assassination of 
one of the country's nuclear scientists. An official from 
the guard told the Iranian Fars news agency that it had 
prevented an attack on an unarmed individual at an 
unspecified time over the prior two years. "The Zionist 
enemy [Israel] took action to assassinate a nuclear 
scientist during the past two years, but the timely 
presence of IRGC security men thwarted this 
operation," an official identified only as Colonel Baqeri 
was quoted by PressTV. 


January 2007 


Nuclear scientist Ardeshir Hosseinpour was killed in 
2007 under suspicious circumstances. He was initially 
said to have died from "gas poisoning from a faulty 
heater". However, in a February 2007 report, American 
private intelligence company Stratfor claimed, based "on 


sources very close to Israeli intelligence", that he was 
"in fact a long-time Mossad target". The report claimed 
that Hosseinpour was killed by "radioactive positioning" 
as part of Israel's "secret operations" to stop Iran 
developing nuclear weapon capabilities. 


Comment: Professor Fakhrizadeh was on the top of 
Israel's list: 


The assassination of Imam Hussein University professor 
and senior Atomic Energy Organisation of Iran scientist 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh-Mahabadi was the "highpoint" of a 
long-running "Israeli strategic plan" aimed at sabotaging 
Iran's alleged nuclear weapons programme, and deprived 
Tehran "of an irreplaceable source of knowledge", The 
Times of Israel has reported, citing local Hebrew- 
language media. "This is a diminution in knowledge that 
is irreplaceable," the official was quoted as saying. 


Channel 13 reportedly indicated that the scientist had 
been a "target" of multiple Israeli prime ministers, and 
several different directors of the Mossad, the Israeli 
intelligence agency responsible for intelligence collection 
and covert operations, including assassinations and 
sabotage abroad. 


The Jerusalem Post compared Fakhrizadeh's murder to 
the 1985 mafia killing of New York Gambino crime family 
boss Paul Castellano, suggesting the assassination 
showed''the power of those responsible'and that "any 
Iranian linked to the nuclear programme can be found 
and killed." 


Prime Minister Netanyahusingled outFakhrizadeh in an 
intelligence presentation in 2018, urging the 
international community to "remember that name", and 
alleging that the scientist was the head of an Iranian 
programme aimed at building a nuclear bomb in secret. 


Israeli media have reported that its embassies around 
the world have been put "on high alert" in the wake of 
the assassination. The Times of Israel believes several 
other options for Iranian ‘retaliation’ are possible, 
including a major missile attack, a ramping up of Iran's 
nuclear program, and attacks on Tel Aviv via ‘Iranian 
proxies’ in Gaza, Syria and Lebanon. 


Spontaneous rage broke out in Tehran and other major 
lranian cities over Fakhrizadeh's death, with protesters 


burning American and Israeli flags, as well as portraits of 
President Donald Trump and Joe Biden, and demanding a 
halt in talks of any kind with Western powers. 


And...Israel says the world should be grateful for his 
‘removal’: 


An anonymous Israeli official, who has allegedly been 
involved in tracking Mohsen Fakhrizadeh for years, has 
told the New York Times that the world should thank 
Israel for the assassination of the scientist, described by 
Tel Aviv as the head of Iran's purported nuclear weapons 
programme. 


See also: 


« ‘Criminal act': Ex-ClA chief urges Iran to wait on 
‘return of responsible US leaders' before reacting to 
nuclear scientist killing 


Russia calls for internet revolution: Is BRICS call for UN 
regulation of Internet a preemptive strike against US full- 
spectrum dominance? 
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image captionTens of thousands have fled from Tigray 
into Sudan because of the fighting, but there are 
concerns about the treatment of Tigrayans elsewhere in 
Ethiopia 


Some Tigrayans in Ethiopia have described to the 
BBC how they have been harassed, detained or 


discriminated against since fighting began in their 
home region on 4 November. 


Prime Minister Abty Ahmed has emphasised that the 
conflict in the northern Tigray region 1s against a 
"criminal clique" within the dominant party there, the 
Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF), but reports from 
elsewhere in the country suggest there is an ethnic 
dimension to the crisis. 


Tigrayans make up around 6% of the Ethiopia's more than 
110 million people and many live outside their regional 
State. 


The government has denied that there has been ethnic 
profiling and said any action carried out against 
individuals was for justified security reasons. 


Some in the security forces have told the BBC that they 
have been disarmed and ordered to stay at home. 


"Hand over your weapon' 


One of those was a female officer who had been working 
as a policewoman for more than 20 years, but was once a 
member of the TPLF, which was originally a militia force. 


She said that two days after the fighting began, she 
received a call from a superior who asked her to report to 
the office the next day. 


On her arrival she was "ordered to hand over all 
government property and my firearm". 


She added that some high-ranking officials, who were 
also Tigrayan, were given the same strict order. 
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Taking law-enforcement measures based on ethnicity 
and identity is something that we... would condemn, this 
is not acceptable 


Mamo Mihretu 
Adviser to Ethiopia's prime minister 


The government has not commented on the allegation that 
police officers have been disarmed because of their 
ethnicity. 


But speaking about the issue in general, Mamo Mihretu, a 
senor adviser to the prime minister, told the BBC that 
"taking law-enforcement measures based on ethnicity and 
identity is something that we take seriously and would 
condemn - this is not acceptable". 


However "there is a clear instruction to the security 
agencies to take their measures based on risk and 
actionable intelligence", he said adding that it was aimed 
at "hardliners - disgruntled and reactionary elements of 
the TPLEF". 
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image captionSome Ethiopian soldiers have complained 
that have been singled out because of their ethnicity 


Since coming to power in 2018, the prime minister has 
tried to emphasise national unity while also respecting the 
identities and rights of the different groups which govern 
the country's 10 ethnically based federal states. 


But the fallout from this conflict has exposed the 
difficulties of maintaining that position. 


The BBC has also heard from a federal soldier of 14 
years' experience who alleged he and others were singled 
out because they were Tigrayan in what he described as 
"shocking" treatment. 


He said he was detained in a warehouse by his fellow 
soldiers with nearly 90 other Tigrayan members of the 
armed forces. They had their phones confiscated and were 
"treated as prisoners of war", he alleged. 


"It was only the Tigrayans who were disarmed and 
detained together. So, it's obviously based on our 
ethnicity," added the soldier, who wanted to remain 
anonymous. 


When those detained challenged the people who were 
holding them "they said: "The TPLF attacked our [base in 


the north] and this order to detain you came from the top", 
he told the BBC. 


'Disguised Tigrayan accent' 


Among those held were veterans of the TPLF's struggle 
against Marxist dictator Mengistu Hailemariam, who was 
toppled in 1991. The TPLF then became the dominant 
political force in the whole country but say they were 
sidelined by Mr Abiy when he came to power in 2018 


Others were high-ranking military officials, some of 
whom had spent time in the African Union force in 
Somalia, he said. 


"I had never imagined those people who had relentlessly 
served the national army and their country would be 
treated this way." 


He later managed to escape from the warehouse, disguise 
himself as a civilian and flee to a neighbouring country, 
from where he spoke to the BBC. 


He said that as he was crossing the border, he was careful 
to hide his Tigrayan accent so as not to arouse suspicion, 
adding that he fears for the lives of his comrades who he 
left behind in the warehouse. 


Ethiopia's major ethnic groups 


Somali Tigrayan 


6.2% 6% 


Gurage 
2.5% 


Wolayta 
2.3% 


Hadiya 
1.7% 
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Source: Ethiopia population census 2007 


Others sources have told the BBC that many Tigrayans, 
who are either current or former members of the armed 
forces, have been detained or have had their homes 
searched, and some put under house arrest. 


When asked for comment, Chief-of-Staff Gen Berhanu 
Jula told the BBC that this was "a political matter" and he 
was not in a position to respond. 


This allegation of ethnic profiling is not limited to 
members of the military and the police. 


"Accused of gun running' 


A Tigrayan civilian, who asked to remain anonymous 
fearing for her safety, told the BBC that last week a group 
of armed people, who appeared to be members of the 
security forces, came to her home, searched it thoroughly, 
seized bank statements and took away her father, who 
makes his living as a driver. 


She said he was then held for two days and was accused 
of having "travelled to Tigray with six million birr 
($160,000; £120,000) and returning to Addis Ababa with 
weapons". 


She disputed this and said that his work driving tourists 
took him all over the country. The accusation has now 
been dropped. 


The issue has also allegedly affected some state-run 
organisations such as the national carrier Ethiopian 
Airlines. 


Several Tigrayan employees there have been forced to 
take leave until further notice or work from home, sources 
at the airline told the BBC. Ethiopian Airlines did not 
respond to repeated requests for comment. 


The UN's World Food Programme (WFP) recently said 
that a police officer asked staff at its branch office in the 
Amhara region to give details of their employees 
including birthplaces. 


The WFP said the information was not available and then 
confirmed with the regional police that the request was 
not part of official policy. 


The federal government described reports that this was 
related to ethnic profiling as "a complete 
misrepresentation of the event". It said the police officer 
was acting on specific intelligence that TPLF "operatives 
[were] embedded and active within various local and 
international organisations within the country". 


It added that the police officer had a list of names and 
went to the WFP office to see if anyone on the list worked 
there. 


It is clear that the security operation does not only 
concern what is happening in Tigray itself as the federal 


authorities are worried about TPLF sympathisers 
elsewhere. 


But people who have spoken to the BBC have said that 
they have been singled out because of their ethnicity 
rather than anything they may have done. 


Challenge to unity 


If the conflict is short-lived then concerns about ethnic 
tensions may go away but if it proves to be protracted 
then there are fears that life for Tigrayans outside Tigray 
may become more difficult. 


Despite seeing the TPLF as a blockage in the plan to 
achieve national unity, the impact of the conflict could 
prove to be a major challenge to the prime minister's 
vision of bringing the country together. 


"If there is anything that the government is doing, it's to 
create a society that emphasises the ties that bind all of 
us," his adviser Mr Mamo told the BBC. 


But the conflict in Tigray could threaten that goal. 


Tigray crisis: How the Ethiopian army and TPLF 
clashed over an airport 
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image captionEthiopian media reporting the attack on 
Aksum airport 


A Strategically important airport in Ethiopia's 
northern Tigray region has become a key 
battleground between opposing forces in the current 
conflict. 


Pro-government accounts say the Ethiopian military 
controls Aksum airport - but this does not appear to have 


prevented Tigray special forces mounting an attack and 
disabling the runway in the past few days. 


With communications from the region largely cut, the 
situation has been unclear. 


But we've taken a look at some footage put out about the 
attack, and satellite images of the airport, to try to piece 
together a timeline of events. 


The battle for Aksum airport 


Ethiopian forces captured the airport on 11 November, 
according to pro-government social-media accounts. 


Until that point, it had been in the hands of the Tigray 
regional forces (known as the TPLF). 


But control of the airport and the surrounding region was 
clearly not settled on that date. 


On Thursday, 19 November, the Tigray leader, 
Debretsion Gebremichael, told the Reuters news agency 
Aksum town was still in their hands - but it is unclear if 
that included the airport. 


"Aksum is with us - but there 1s an army sent to control 
Aksum - but there is a fight," Mr Debretsion said. 
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On Friday, 20 November, the government announced it 
had captured Aksum town, but the TPLF had damaged 
infrastructure 1n the area. 


And on Sunday, 22 November, state media published a 
video and images of bricks and rubble on the runway, as 
well as what appeared to be trenches dug into the surface, 
saying the TPLF had attacked "ploughed and destroyed 
the airport, which has contributed a lot to the economy 
and the people of Aksum". 


Ethiopia State of Emergency Fact Check 000 
@SOEFactCheck 
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image captionThe Ethiopian government's 'fact-check" 
account also published a video of the damage 


To determine whether these images are genuine, we've 
looked at satellite imagery, provided by Planet Labs, from 
before and after the attack. 


image copyrightPlanet Labs 


image captionThis satellite image shows the airport on 
19 November, before the attack 


On Thursday, 19 November, the runway appeared to be 
free from rubble or damage. 


But the image captured on Monday, 23 November, shows 
lines across the airport, which corroborate the previous 
day's state media reports that trenches had been dug 
across the runway to prevent planes landing. 
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image captionThis satellite imagery from Monday, 23 
November, shows the airport after the attack - both 
bricks and trenches can be seen 


Other investigations have led to similar findings. 


Those transversal scars (trenches) made at almost regular 
intervals on #Axum Airport runway are made to prevent 
aircrafts to land. Those can (hardly) be seen from space as 
brownish thin lines on this @sentinel_hub imagery from 
yesterday (22.11.20). 


#Ethiopia# Tigray#IMINThttps://t.co/d3m0KoGWxkpic.t 
witter.com/8RX7fjUzXU 


— Observer IL (@Obs_IL) November 23, 2020 


The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
sites. View original tweet on Twitter 


The Tigray government is yet to comment on what 
happened at the airport. 


Mr Debretsion has denied the TPLF destroyed the airport, 
but confirmed that obstacles had been put in place to stop 


the Ethiopian army from advancing. 


Misleading images amid an information blackout 


With the internet and most mobile communications down 
in the Tigray region, getting an accurate picture of events 
is challenging. 


Ethiopia's state-controlled media has near-monopoly 
access to the territory and social media has been littered 


with misleading images. 


After it was reported the Ethiopian army had gained 
control of the airport, pro-government accounts shared 
images from old stories unrelated to the conflict, 
purporting to show Ethiopian military personnel at the 
airport. 
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image captionOld photos of an Ethiopian pilot - unrelated 
to the current conflict 


Similarly, after Ethiopian media reported the TPLF had 
damaged the airport, social-media users began sharing 
images of the near-total destruction of a terminal building. 


image captionAn image from a bombed Libyan airport 
from 2014 has been wrongly attributed to the attack in 
northern Ethiopia 


But the image being shared was in fact from an attack at a 
Libyan airport in 2014. 


Human Rights Watch has called for the Ethiopian 
government to restore communications in the region. 


Why Aksum airport is important 


Ethiopia is a vast country and keeping airports operating 
for supplies and personnel is important for the national 
military. 


The Aksum region is also important for historical reasons. 


Balsillie School of International Affairs director Prof Ann 
Fitz-Gerald said: "It's hugely important because other 
northern airports at Bahir Dar and Gondar have also been 
damaged and airport security is crucial for mobilising 
troops and keeping physical lines of communication 
open." 


"If regional security forces were not going to have the 
airport itself, its tactic would be to disrupt the access to 
the airport. 


"It would've been a last ditch tactic and possibly as they 
became threatened." 


Ethiopia's Tigray crisis: PM claims capture of regional 
capital Mekelle 
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media captionEthiopia's Tigray conflict: What does it 
mean for the east Africa region? 


Ethiopia's Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed says 
government forces are now "fully in control" of 
Mekelle, the capital of the northern Tigray region. 


He said the army had entered the city in the "last phase" 
of the conflict with the Tigray People's Liberation Front - 
but details are hard to confirm as there is a 
communications blackout. 


The TPLF leader vowed to "fight... to the last" in a 
statement to Reuters. 


Hundreds have reportedly been killed in the conflict and 
thousands displaced. 


It began earlier this month after Mr Abty announced an 
operation against the TPLF, the regional party, accusing it 


of attacking the Ethiopian army's northern command HQ 
in Mekelle. 


Federal security forces are now searching for the TPLF 
leaders. 


- Ethiopian soldiers accused of blocking border with 
Sudan 

~ Why Ethiopia may be marching into guerrilla war 

- Crisis has engulfed Ethiopia. Here’s what it means 


The BBC managed to briefly speak to one contact in 
Mekelle who said that federal soldiers were in the city and 
he had heard sporadic gunshots on Sunday morning. 

Some residents had earlier fled to the city's outskirts, he 
added. 


Meanwhile, the US embassy in neighbouring Eritrea said 
six explosions were heard in the capital Asmara late on 
Saturday. Tigrayan forces have previously fired rockets at 
Eritrea, which they accuse of backing Ethiopian 
government forces in the weeks-long conflict. It is not 
clear if the latest incidents in Asmara are linked to the 
fighting in Tigray. 


What does the government say? 


In a statement on Twitter, Mr Abty said the army was in 
full control of Mekelle and that this "marks the 
completion of the [military's] last phase". 


"I am pleased to share that we have completed and ceased 
the military operations in the Tigray region," he said. 


The army had released thousands of soldiers taken by the 
TPLF and was in control of the airport and regional 
offices, Mr Abty said, adding that the operation had been 
carried out with "due care for citizens". 


There have been fears for the safety of the 500,000 people 
living in the city. 


Mr Abty's statement said federal forces would "continue 
their task of apprehending TPLF criminals and bring them 
to the court of law". 


Confirming details from Tigray is very hard as telephone 
and internet lines have been down during the conflict. 
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How has the TPLF responded? 


In a text message to Reuters, TPLF leader Debretsion 
Gebremichael did not directly comment on the situation 
on the ground, but said of the government forces: "Their 
brutality can only add [to] our resolve to fight these 
invaders to the last." 


He added: "This is about defending our right to self- 
determination." 


Mr Debretsion's whereabouts are unknown. 


A TPLE statement read out on regional Tigray TV said: 
"Fascistic bombings have caused civilian deaths and 
injuries. The Tigray government has vowed that it would 
take retaliatory actions against the barbaric bombings". 


It also accused the Eritrean government of involvement in 
the attack on Mekelle. 


Tigray TV and another station from the region are now 
off air. 


Analysts say the TPLF could now be preparing to return 
to the mountains to launch a guerrilla war against the 
federal government. 


What are the humanitarian concerns? 


The UN had warned of possible war crimes if the 
Ethiopian army attacked Mekelle. 


media caption" Every precaution will be taken to protect 
civilians," says attorney general Gedion Timothewos 


It has also expressed concerns about the lack of access for 
humanitarian workers. 


The Ethiopian authorities said on Thursday that "a 
humanitarian access route" overseen by the government 
would be opened, adding they were "committed to work 
with UN agencies... to protect civilians and those who 
need it". 


Also on Thursday, Ethiopian troops were deployed along 
Tigray's border with Sudan, preventing people fleeing the 
violence from leaving the country, according to refugees. 


media captionThe BBC’s Anne Soy reports from a refugee 
camp on the Sudan-Ethiopian border 


The BBC's Anne Soy, on the Sudanese side of the border, 
saw at least a dozen members of the Ethiopian military, 


leading to a marked decrease in the number of people 
crossing into Sudan. 


In a meeting on Friday, Mr Abty told African peace 
envoys that civilians would be protected. 


However, there was no mention of potential peace talks 
and the envoys were not allowed to visit Tigray. 


Who are the TPLF? 


The TPLF fighters, drawn mostly from a paramilitary unit 
and a well-drilled local militia, are thought to number 
about 250,000. Some analysts fear the situation could turn 
into a guerrilla conflict - with the TPLF continuing to 
mount attacks on government forces even if they take 
Mekelle. 


Mr Debretsion has said Tigray forces were "ready to die 
in defence of our right to administer our region". 


image captionMekelle, the capital city of the Tigray 
region. File image 


Aid groups fear the conflict could trigger a humanitarian 
crisis and destabilise the Horn of Africa region. 


Ethiopia's state-appointed Human Rights Commission has 
accused a Tigrayan youth group of being behind a 
massacre this month in which it says more than 600 non- 


Tigrayan civilians in the town of Mai-Kadra were killed. 
The TPLF denied involvement. 


What is the fighting about? 


The conflict is rooted in longstanding tension between 
Ethiopia's government and the TPLF, which was the 
dominant political force in the country until Mr Abty 
came to power in 2018 and introduced far-reaching 
reforms. 


When Mr Abty postponed a national election because of 
coronavirus in June, relations further deteriorated. 


The TPLF said the government's mandate to rule had 
expired, arguing that Mr Abty had not been tested in a 
national election. 


In September the party held its own election, which the 
government said was "illegal". 


Find out more about the Tigray crisis: 


media captionThree consequences of the ongoing crisis 
in Tigray. 


- Fears of ethnic profiling stalk Ethiopia conflict 
- Fact-checking misleading images in Ethiopia conflict 
- The man at the heart of Ethiopia's Tigray conflict 


- How Ethiopia's conflict could destabilise its 
neighbours 


Two Chinese warplanes intrude into Taiwan’s ADIZ 

Saturday's incident was the 20th incursion for November 
3584 

By Matthew Strong, Taiwan News, Staff Writer 

2020/11/28 20:03 


A Chinese Y-8 anti-submarine aircraft. (CNA photo) 


TAIPEI (Taiwan News) — Two Chinese Y-8 aircraft 
intruded into the southwest sector of Taiwan’s Air 
Defense poenuneauon Zone Sa Ey ied . ov. 28), 
according to the Ministry of National De 


As on 19 previous occasions in November alone, 
Taiwan’s Air Force scrambled jets, issued radio warnings 


to the Chinese aircraft, and deployed air defense missile 
systems to monitor their activity, the Liberty Times 
reported. 


The Y-8s spotted Saturday were of two different types. 
One was an anti-submarine aircraft (Y-8 ASW) and the 
other was a reconnaissance jet (Y-8 RECCE), according 
to the military. 


Both reportedly crossed the Taiwan Strait from the border 
area between the Chinese provinces of Fujian and 
Guangzhou in the direction of southwest Taiwan before 
backtracking along the same route. 


Taiwan military tinkers with height limits for recruits 
2020/11/25 20:17 


Chinese anti-submarine plane intrudes into Taiwan’s 
ADIZ 


2020/11/25 19:34 


Two Chinese military aircraft intrude into Taiwan’s ADIZ 
2020/11/25 09:53 


Chinese military plane intrudes into Taiwan's ADIZ 
2020/11/24 09:30 
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5 US spy planes fly south of Taiwan ahead of admiral's 
visit 
2020/11/23 12:47 


Ethiopia’s Tigray crisis: The long, medium, and 
short story 
Published 


17 November 
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image captionTigray, the northernmost region of 
Ethiopia, has been plunged into conflict 


A conflict between the government of Ethiopia and 
forces in its northern Tigray region has thrown the 
country into turmoil. 


Fighting has been going on for almost two weeks, 
destabilising the populous country in East Africa, with 
reports of hundreds dead. 


A power struggle, an election and a push for political 
reform are among several factors that led to the crisis. 


Here, we've broken them down to explain how and why 
this conflict has flared. 


In simple chunks of 100, 300 and 500 words, this is the 
story of the crisis so far. 


The story in 100 words 


The conflict started on 4 November, when Ethiopian 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed ordered a military offensive 
against regional forces in Tigray. 


He said he did so in response to an attack on a military 
base housing government troops in Tigray. 


The escalation came after months of feuding between Mr 
Abiy's government and leaders of Tigray's dominant 
political party. 


media captionFour things that explain the crisis in the 
Tigray region of Ethiopia. 


For almost three decades, the party was at the centre of 
power, before it was sidelined by Mr Abiy, who took 
office in 2018 after anti-government protests. 


Mr Abty pursued reforms, but when Tigray resisted, a 
political crisis ensued. 


The story in 300 words 


The roots of this crisis can be traced to Ethiopia's system 
of government. 


Since 1994, Ethiopia has had a federal system in which 
different ethnic groups control the affairs of 10 regions. 


Remember that powerful party from Tigray? Well, this 
party - the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF) - was 
influential in setting up this system. 


It was the leader of a four-party coalition that governed 
Ethiopia from 1991, when a military regime was ousted 
from 

power. 


Under the coalition, Ethiopia became more prosperous 
and stable, but concerns were routinely raised about 
human rights and the level of democracy. 


Eventually, discontent morphed into protest, leading to a 
government reshuffle that saw Mr Abiy appointed prime 
minister. 


Mr Abty liberalised politics, set up a new party (the 
Prosperity Party), and removed key Tigrayan government 
leaders accused of corruption and repression. 


Meanwhile, Mr Abiy ended a long-standing territorial 
dispute with neighbouring Eritrea, earning him a Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2019. 


image copyrightReuters 


image captionEthiopia's Prime Minister Abiy Anmed took 
office in 2018 after years of anti-government protests 


These moves won Mr Abty popular acclaim, but caused 
unease among critics in Tigray. 


Tigray's leaders see Mr Abiy's reforms as an attempt to 
centralise power and destroy Ethiopia's federal system. 


The feud came to a head in September, when Tigray 
defied the central government to hold its own regional 
election. The central government, which had postponed 
national elections because of coronavirus, said it was 
illegal. 


The rift grew in October, when the central government 
suspended funding for and cut ties with Tigray. Tigray's 
administration said this amounted to a "declaration of 


" 


War . 


image copyrightAFP 


image captionA feud over political reforms has spiralled 
into conflict in Tigray 


Tensions increased. Then, in what the International Crisis 


Group termed a "sudden and predictable" descent into 
conflict, Mr Abty said Tigray had crossed a "red line". 


He accused Tigrayan forces of attacking an army base to 
steal weapons. 


"The federal government is therefore forced into a 
military confrontation," Mr Abty said. 


The story in 500 words 


Ethiopia, Africa's oldest independent country, has 
undergone sweeping changes since Mr Abty came to 
power. 


A member of the Oromo, Ethiopia's largest ethnic group, 
Mr Abty made appeals to political reform, unity and 
reconciliation in his first speech as prime minister. 


His agenda was spurred by the demands of protesters who 
felt Ethiopia's political elite had obstructed the country's 
transition to democracy. 
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image captionProtests against the coalition government 
swept Ethiopia for years 


The Tigrayan politicians that led the ruling coalition for 
27 years were deemed to be part of the problem. 


In the 1970s and 1980s their party, the TPLF, fought a 
war to wrest control of government from a military junta 
known as the Derg. The party succeeded, becoming a 


leading member of the coalition government that took 
power in 1991. 


The coalition gave autonomy to Ethiopia's regions, but 
retained a tight grip on central government, with critics 
accusing it of repressing political opposition. 


Now the party finds itself in opposition. 


In 2019, it refused to participate in Mr Abty's new 
government and merge with his Prosperity Party. 


This snub was followed by further escalations. 


Tigray's decision to hold its own election in September, 
for example, was an unprecedented act of defiance against 
the central government. 


Since then, both governments have designated each other 
as "illegitimate". 


Tigray argues that the central government has not been 
tested in a national election since Mr Abiy's appointment 
as prime minister. 
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image captionThousands of people have been displaced 
by the conflict in Tigray 


Tigray has also called out the prime minister for his 
"unprincipled" friendship with Eritrean President Isaias 
Afwerk1. 


There has long been animosity between Tigray and the 
government in Eritrea, which shares a border with the 
region. 


A dispute over territory along this border was the cause of 
a war fought between Ethiopia and Eritrea from 1998 
until 2000. 


You may remember this dispute making headlines in 2018. 


That year, Mr Abty signed a peace treaty with Eritrea's 
government, ending the territorial spat. 


A year later, Mr Abty won the Nobel Peace Prize. Now it 
is war, not peace, that is drawing attention to Ethiopia. 


image copyrightGetty Images 
image captionMr Abiy received the Nobel Peace Prize in 
2019 for his role in ending a territorial dispute with 
Eritrea 


Thousands of civilians have been displaced since 4 
November, when Mr Abty ordered his military to strike 
forces in Tigray. Hundreds more are reported to have died, 


with reports of a civilian massacre. 


With the communications largely cut in Tigray, the exact 
number of casualties is not clear. 


The Ethiopian government has announced a six-month 
state of emergency in Tigray. A full-blown civil war 
could last far longer. 


media caption'We fled from death and murder": 


"Given the strength of Tigray's security forces, the 
conflict could well be protracted," International Crisis 
Group, a non-profit organisation, says. "Tigray has a large 
paramilitary force and a well-drilled local militia, thought 
to number perhaps 250,000 troops combined." 


As Africa's second-most populous country, Ethiopia 1s 
pivotal to stability in the Horn of Africa. 


If the conflict intensifies, there are fears it could spill over 
into neighbouring countries. There have already been 
reports of missiles fired into Eritrea and 27,000 refugees 
fleeing to Sudan. 


There is also a concern that the conflict could exacerbate 
ethnic tensions elsewhere in Ethiopia. 
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eEthiopia's Tigray crisis: What does it mean for the east 
Africa region? 
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THE BATTLE THAT WILL DECIDE THE WAR BEGINS: 
TRANSPORT OF 40,000 UKRAINIANS TO 
ZAPORIZHZHYA WITH THE AIM OF ATTACKING 
MELITOPOL-BERDIANSK — IF THE RUSSIANS LOSE, IT’S 
OVER... 


Russia and Ukraine are amassing massive 
military forces for the next big battle that 
could decide the outcome of the war. Russian 
military sources speak of 40,000 Ukrainian 
soldiers being transferred to Zapovizhia from 


the Kherson front. According to.. 


Contingency plans to ensure German ATMs 


do not vun out of cash in the event of a 
power blackout ave being worked out by 
Germany. According to an exclusive Reuters 
report, German authorities are stepping up 


preparations for emergency cash.. 


RUSSIAN SOFTWARE COMPANY DEFEATED THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND THE COUNTRY’S 
ARMY! 


An incredible story was brought to light by 
the Reuters agency with an exclusive report 
in which it says that thousands of 
smartphone apps on the online stores of 
Apple and Google contain code developed by 
the technology company, Pushwoosh... 


KYIV AND WHITE HOUSE SEE APOCALYPSE: SPECIAL 
CIA MISSION SPED UP — FEARS THAT UKRAINE WILL 
RECEIVE A CRUSHING BLOW 


The Ukrainian has entered a very critical 
orbit with the Americans being forced to 
meet Russian high-ranking officials on 
Turkish soil to warn the Kremlin at the 


highest level about the consequences of using 


nuclear weapons in Ukraine. Initially... 


— Lethal footprint 


TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR EMP USE — MEDVEDEV: 
“WE WILL USE WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION IN 
DUE TIME” 


"Russia is fighting the entire NATO alone & 
will destroy it" The vice-president of the 


Security Council Dmitry Medvedev also urges 
the Russian people to remember the 


achievements but also the difficult task of the 


army and the reminder... 
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SEAN PENN CODE NAME OSCAR 


“| feel tervible. This is for you. It’s just a 
symbolic silly thing, but if | know this is here 
with you then I'll feel better and stronger for 
the fight.” “When you win, bring it back to 
Malibu... 


"You will see an electric blue orb" The 


British and Americans are talking about a 
blow that will cause shock and awe to the 


Ukrainian Arwy, who confirm the revealing 


publication of WarNews24-7 and emphasize 


that the Russian Arwuy.. 


ras DCN seats” 


NATO/POLISH AND RUSSIAN FORCES CLASH IN 
UKRAINE 


The first covert conflict between NATO and 
Russian forces is recorded in Kherson and 
other vegions of Ukraine as numerous Russian 


sources testify. The Russians are not simply 


talking about wercenavies but about a 


regular Army of foreign countries and.. 


WAVE OF CONCERN: 32 EMERGENCY ACTION (EAM) 
MESSAGES TO US MILITARY 


A wave of concern is caused by the 
information that the US Army sent 32 
Emergency Action Messages in 48 hours 
(EMERGENCY ACTION MESSAGES also 
known as EAM) to the nuclear forces. The 
number is unprecedented. Increased 


movement mauy.. 
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— Rivers Te ee cena nen teen Se 
— Third line of defense tai ibanktofgtheniep 

~~ Second line of defense Tina [nes ara sane atte ifostnioo7 

— First line of defense ‘Twas @GOURSURS 


They built three lines of defense Left of the 
Dnieper Ukrainians entered Snihurivka, 
Dudchany and Pravdyne The withdrawal of 
Russian forces from the vight bank of the 
Dnieper and Kherson began, with the 


Russians simultaneously constructing three 


lines.. 


SKY NEWS: RUSSIA GIVES CARGO OF SEIZED STINGER, 
NLAW AND JAVELIN TO IRAN 


lran Analyzes Western Technology - Reverse 
Engineeving Sky News cites information 
from a trusted but unnamed source that 
Russia has struck a $200 million deal with 
Iran to exchange Western military equipment 


for lranian-made kamikaze drones to be 


used... 


US ADMIRAL AND HEAD OF STRATCOM: “THE 
UKRAINE WAR IS JUST THE BEGINNING — THE BIG 
ONE IS COMING AND INVOLVES NUCLEAR”! 


"Our deterrence is sinking - We only excel 
in submarines" American Admiral Charles 
Richard, head of the US Strategic Command, 
who warned that the war in Ukraine is a 
"warm-up", a prelude to greater military 


challenges for.. 
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GLOBAL CONCERN: XI JINPING PUTS CHINA ON WAR 
ALERT! 


China will fully strengthen its military 
training and preparation for any war, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping said on Tuesday, 
according to state broadcaster CCTV. China's 
security Is increasingly unstable and 
uncertain, Xi was quoted as saying, as 


reported by.. 


RUSSIA HACKED US COMMAND AND CONTROL 
SYSTEM “DELTA”: ALL UKRAINIAN PLANS LEAKED 


The Russians managed to hack the much- 
publicized US DELTA Command and Control 
System, the computer network used by 
Ukrainian forces. This is a pivotal 
development that will affect the war in 


Ukraine. The Russians now know Ukraine's 


battle plans... 


THESE ATTACKS ARE GETTING WORSE IN DONETSK 
AND PUTIN IS GETTING READY | REDACTED WITH 
CLAYTON MORRIS 


Nov 7, 2022 NATO Is increasing Its attacks 
on targets in the Donbas, specifically on 
civilian infrastructure in Donetsk. Russian 
President Putin is nearing the launch of a 
massive military operation as the U.S. sends 


advance heavy weapons systems. 
SEARCH 
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ARMING UKRAINE PULLED CBS DOCUMENTARY 


CBS recently aired a documentary about 
how United States weapons have been 
“getting lost” in Ukraine, only to have that 
documentary censored by the Biden regime 
for telling too much truth. The gist of the 
film is that many.. 
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WARNINGS THIS IS ABOUT TO GET MUCH WORSE, 
PUTIN READIES FOR NATO ATTACK | REDACTED W 
CLAYTON MORRIS 


Nov 2, 2022 Col. Douglas MacGregor Joins 

Redacted with the very latest warning signs 
of NATO and multinational forces mounting 
for an invasion of Russia. Putin continues the 


mobilization of forces. Military whistleblowers 


ave demanding answers for vaccine mandates 
that.. 


US ARMORED VEHICLES ATTACK HAITI FUEL 
TERMINAL BLOCKADE, RUSSIAN TANKERS ARRIVE | 
REDACTED 


Nov 4, 2022 Tense stand-offs across Port- 
au-Prince, Haiti today as Haiti's government 
forces face off against opposition forces. 
Meanwhile Russian tankers arrived this 
afternoon to bring fuel to the Haitian people. 
U.S. Air Force aivcraft arrive to bring 


"humanitarian.. 


RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE AND INTELLIGENCE 
BUREAU (FSB) SHOUTING FROM ROOFTOPS: UKRAINE 
TO DETONATE “DIRTY” NUCLEAR DEVICE 


WORLD HAL TURNER According to a 
statement from the Russian Ministry of 
Defense (MoD), the detonation BY UKRAINE, 
of some type of radioactive device, is now 


imminent. Ukraine is losing its war with 


Russia so badly, they are preparing.. 
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BBC THE WAR GAME 1965 


A classic demonstration based on previous 
strategic bombing events. If there was ever 
something the vight and the duty should be 
exercised over, this is tt. 
https://archive.ovg/details/ThewarGame_201 
405 
http://www.disclose.tv/action/viewvideo/167 
578/The_War_Game_1965/ The War 

Gawe is a 1965 television documentary -style 
drama depicting the effects of.. 


AMERICANS ARE SLEEPWALKING INTO WW3, SAYS 
AUTHOR OF BIOWEAPONS TREATY 


Dr. Francis Boyle joined “The Alex Jones 
Show” Monday to break down how the 
American people ave sleep-walking into WW3. 
Dr. Boyle, who drafted Biological Weapons 
Act, warns the public they aren’t aware of 


the true seriousness of the.. 
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SITUATION UPDATE OCT 17, 2022 


SITUATION UPDATE, OCT 17, 2022 — RUSSIAN 2ND 
WAVE ATTACK ON UKRAINE JUST DAYS AWAY AS 
CHINA READIES ECONOMIC RETALIATION AGAINST 
AMERICA 


Russian 2nd wave attack on Ukraine / Kiev 
seems imminent - Russia is moving Mig-31 
fighters to Belarus, capable of hypersonic 
missiles. - Biden signing order to annihilate 
China's semiconductor industry virtually 
overnight - China will be forced to.. 


TERRORISTS ATTEMPT ANOTHER PIPELINE ATTACK IN 
TURKEY, PUTIN RESPONDS | REDACTED WITH 
CLAYTON MORRIS 


Oct 13, 2022 Attacks on Ukraine have 
ramped up Just as Russia warned. So why 
does the West continue to insist that Ukraine 
can win? How is this affecting every day 
people? We speak to military analyst Scott 
Ritter about.. 


The Techiyas HaMesim ts the resurrection. 


In our era tech is obvious. The t is interesting. 
It is used In Computer code. lyas is a nawe in 
the Islamic faith that means replacement a 


gift from God. HaMesim weans.. 


EVERYTHING CHANGES IN 3 WEEKS AS PUTIN 
AMASSES BIGGEST FORCE YET | REDACTED WITH 
CLAYTON MORRIS 


Oct 11, 2022 Ukraine is reeling from the 
targeted strikes from Russia. Much of the 
country Is without water and electricity 
because of the critical infrastructure strikes. 
It is a signal that Russia knows what Is 
happening behind the.. 


JOE ROGAN & DAVE SMITH BREAK DOWN THE REAL 
REASONS RUSSIA INVADED UKRAINE 


Amid this month's sudden and dangerous 
uptick in nuclear rhetoric surrounding the 
war in Ukraine, a YouTube clip from the 
official Joe Rogan Experience channel is soon 
to hit five million views a mere two weeks 


after the original. 


PUTIN JUST ISSUED A DIRE WARNING TO ZELENSKY 
ABOUT WW3 | REDACTED WITH NATALI AND 
CLAYTON MORRIS SETTINGS 


Oct 6, 2022 Just after Russia formally 
annexed the four regions of the Donbas 
region, the country launched a massive 
offensive to protect it. Ukrainian President 
Zelensky now asks that NATO launch a pre- 


emptive nuclear strike inside of Russia.. 


WAKE UP AMERICA ! 


THE FIRST SHOTS OF NUCLEAR WAR HAVE BEEN 
FIRED, STEVE QUAYLE ISSUES EMERGENCY WARNING 


Steve Quayle joins The Alex Jones Show to 
break down the state of rising tensions 
around the globe building to nuclear war. 
“Pm concerned about a false flag that is 
going to be blamed on the Russians...| believe 
there.. 


ARE NOW A 


Dr Jane Ruby 


On today’s Dr. Jane Ruby Show, According 
to Our World in Data, 64% of the world’s 
population has taken Genetically modified 
human beings. Exactly who owns a human 
being if they take a gene changing product 
that gives them.. 


‘georgism' 2010 


The tyrant can be no more expected to see the needs and desires of the 
people as the predator his feed. It is the law of the jungle that supersedes all 
laws over time since tt és the lowest common denominator. Without physical 
means to hold the tyrant at bay, all semblance of honour’or justice or peace 
or liberty is nothing more than an illusion. 


EMERGENCY! THIS IS HEADING FOR ALL OUT WAR 
AND PUTIN KNOWS IT. | REDACTED WITH CLAYTON 
MORRIS 


As soon as Ukraine is admitted into NATO, 
we are in a state of war because even if 
Russia wanted to disengage, they couldn't. 
Their best defense would be a broad advance 


across Europe and NATO would be attacking.. 
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PUTIN ISSUES DIRE WARNING TO THE WEF 
GLOBALISTS AND IT’S GAME TIME | REDACTED WITH 
CLAYTON MORRIS 

Sep 28, 2022 The destruction of the Nord 
Stream Pipeline veads like a Whodunit novel 


only real lives are at stake. Affordable energy 


from energy will not be an option for 


Germany this winter due to this. Russia and.. 
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US SHIPS SUSPECTED OF SABOTAGE ATTACK ON 
NORD STREAM PIPELINES 

An image of unique consistency coming 
through the clouds from space showing the 
ultra sophisticated weapons inventory of the 
United States descending near the vicinity of 
the Nordstream pipeline. SouthFront On 
September 27, the detachment of US.. 


UCL UPDATE SEP 24™, 2029. 


OF MASSIVE TROOP MOVEMENTS + 
‘RUSSIA'S DOOMSDAY NUCLEAR WEAPONS 


WWII UPDATE: MASSIVE TROOP MOVEMENTS 
RUMORED, RUSSIA’S DOOMSDAY NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
REVEALED 


Mike Adams of Health Ranger Report 
breaks down the latest developments in 
Russia, including rumors of massive troop 
movements following Vladimir Putin's 
announcement of mobilizing 200,000 
soldiers as the protracted Ukraine conflict 
shows no diplomatic signs of letting up... 


SHOCKING CONFIDENTIAL REPORT LEAKED! NOW IT 
ALL MAKES SENSE! 
https://vedpill73.substack.com/p/newly - 
leaked -report-from-rand-corporation Ina 
recently revealed research report written by 
RAND, dated Jan. 25, 2022 and labeled 
CONFIDENTIAL, John Mark Dougan has 
released what may be one of most important 
motivations the United States may have in 


encouraging the.. 


oe 
bap 8 ae 


SITUATION UPDATE, SEP 16, 2022 — THE ECONOMIC 
ANNIHILATION OF EUROPE — GONZALO LIRA AND 
MIKE ADAMS 


0:00 |Intro 7:27 Gonzalo Lira (Part 1) - 
Features the first hour of an extended 


interview with Gonzalo Lira - Why Ukraine's 


counter offensive was a victory for #Russia - 


Description of the losses of Ukraine's military 


men and... 


Nuclear war with Russia seems to now bea 
deliberate, planned, action by the West, and 
this weekend, elected members of the two 


most influential western governments tipped 


their hand. With what they said, nuclear war 


may be only.. 


CHINA READY FOR WAR ON PELOSI! VISIT TO TAIWAN 


Update(1LO:SS5ET): The vast majority of 
breathless Western media reports about 
Nancy Pelosi's now "imminent" Taiwan visit 
ave being sourced to Taiwanese media and 


officials; and among Taiwanese outlets it 


seems to race is on to produce more and 


wiore.. 
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CHINA IS ISSUING THE SAME ‘RED LINE WARNINGS 
ABOUT TAIWAN THAT RUSSIA ISSUED ABOUT 
UKRAINE 


AFP: A US official said that if Pelosi goes to 
Taiwan, the military would increase its 


movement of forces in the Asia-Pacific, 


including fighter jets. What is your 
comment? Zhao Lijian: Perhaps you missed 


our briefings in the past.. 


JEFF RENSE SHOW A CRIMEAN WORLD WAR 


Mitchell Henderson joins Jeff Rense to 
explain the coming world war. If Ukraine 


attacks The Crimea, it's Judgement Day. It 


could come as early as August. NATO has two 


weeks worth of weapons left. The war will be 
fought.. 


MYSTERY UKRAINE WEAPONS PLANE CRASHES IN 
GREECE 


A mysterious cargo plane has crashed that 
was bearing weapons for Ukraine. So why are 


people who came close suffering from 


mysterious symptoms such as burning lips? 


What kind of weapons do that?? Ukrainian 


plane crash reveals US deals.. 
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Don't ask me how or why, 
just know that the big one has hit. 


NEW YORK CITY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
INTRODUCES NUCLEAR PREPAREDNESS PUBLIC 
SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (PSA) SETTINGS 


July 11, 2022 — New York City 
Emergency Management Department today 
launched a new public service announcement 
(PSA) that focuses on nuclear preparedness. 


While the likelihood of a nuclear weapon 


incident occurring in/near New York City Is 


very low... 
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WAR AGAINST HUMANITY REACHING THE BOILING 
POINT OF NO RETURN 

The Georgia Guidestones ave destroyed, UK 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson is forced to 
resign, the longest serving Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe is allegedly assassinated, 
the head of OPEC suddenly dies at 63 with 


no explanation, angry mobs stormed the.. 


THE PACIFIC | 60 MINUTES AUSTRALIA 


At its closest point the distance between 
Australia and the Solomon Islands is just 
under two thousand kilometres. Being so near 
is why Canberra is so worvied about the deals 
the small Pacific nation Is signing with China. 
[Cis 


PASTOR GATES: NATO AUTHORIZED TROOPS FOR 
UKRAINE/NEXT PANDEMIC TOTAL LOCK DOWN 
STARTING FROM UK/FOOD SHORTAGES 


| don't know Pastor Gates, but, considering 
all that is going on, & the rapidity with 
which all agendas are moving, | wouldn't 
dismiss what he is saying. Also Read: IF 
WHAT YOU HEAR IN THIS VIDEO IS.. 


THEY JUST MOVED US ONE STEP CLOSER TO THE 
GREAT RESET 
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The globalist cabal just moved us one step 
closer to the great veset by trying to limit 
the flow of Russia's gold. It's all part of the 
plan to consolidated power and take mineral 


resources away from you. 


CATEGORY: WORLD WAR 3 
TGR INTELLIGENCE REPORT > WORLD WAR 3 


CIA “THREAT LIST”: NAMES 8 MILLION AMERICANS 
WHO WILL BE DETAINED OR EXECUTED WHEN 
MARTIAL LAW IS IMPOSED 


Ave you one of the millions of innocent 
American citizens that have been designated 
a “threat to national security” by the U.S. 
government? Scary times we ave living in. 
the government of the United States 


announced that they are.. 


By WavNews24/7 Translated from 


Greek Baltic war drums: Putin calls for 


emergency powers — General mobilization 
plan — Lukashenko talks about nuclear 
use! Baltic preparations! Putin hastily 


passes a special bill calling for emergency 


powers for the.. 
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NAOMI WOLF, WE’RE NOW IN THE LAST STAGE OF A 
TYRANNICAL TAKEOVER 

A life long anti gun leftist is learning to shoot. 
She advises all Americans to prepare for a 


significant series of events in Novewber. 


Sentinels for the truth will be rounded up 


and ‘disappeared in age old fashion. Avoid 
digital. 
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RED ALERT: RUSSIA AND CHINA PLANNING 
SIMULTANEOUS ATTACK TO ELIMINATE THE UNITED 
STATES AND OCCUPY NORTH AMERICA 


Academic researcher and author JR Nyquist 
has conducted a bombshell interview with 
"Mr. Wang" from LUDE Media -- the same 


group that acquired a secret audio recording 
from high-level CCP / PLA military leaders 


in Southern China -- that reveals. 


With each passing day it appears as though 


the globalist deep state elitists are move than 
willing to sacrifice the lives of millions of their 


fellow citizens -- but not themselves -- in 


their never-ending bid to acquire wove 
power.. 


-* 


WHY DON’T THEY JUST BAN MURDER? 


Oh yea it is already banned. The penalties are 
the most severe. It makes no difference. You 
can't ban anything. It violates the LAW of 
supply and demand. All you can do is move 


the point of intersection on the.. 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS: THE END OF GLOBALIZATION? 


What Russia’s War in Ukraine Means for the 
World Economy By Adam S. Posen March 17, 
2022 Over the last three weeks, the Russian 


econowy has been overwhelmed by sanctions. 
Soon after the Kremlin invaded Ukraine, the 


West began seizing.. 
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REVEALING UKRAINE 


OLIVER STONE REVEALING UKRAINE 


An analysis of the fragile civil situation in 
Ukraine and its potential global ramifications 
from the viewpoint of two prominent 


political leaders interviewed by Oliver Stone. 
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The laboratories are 
located in Odessa, 


Vinnytsia, Uzhgorod, 
Lviv (three), Kiev (three), 
Kherson, Ternopil, and 
near Crimea and Luhansk. 
2 other possible locations 
Kharkiv and Mykolaiv 


DOCUMENTARY FILM EXPOSED U.S. BIOWEAPONS 
LABS IN EASTERN EUROPE IN 2018 


An explosive 2018 documentary film by Al 
Mayadeen Documentaries details the secret 
U.S. funding of bioweapons research using 
dangerous pathogens in Eastern Europe. 
Despite the mainstream media and U.S. 
government denying involvement in these 


clandestine operations, this documentary 


appears. 


COULD THE UKRAINE WAR TURN INTO WORLD WAR 
Ill ? 

Putin ordered his #nuclear detervence 
forces on high alert. Anxieties ave running 
high; #Worldwar Ill hasn't been this close 
since the collapse of the Soviet Union. 


VLADIMIR PUTIN IS ‘SET TO HOLD A NUCLEAR 
EVACUATION DRILL’ 


Questions have been raised over health and 
mental state of Russia's president Fears of 
nuclear conflict increased when he 
threatened NATO with 'consequences' if it 
intervened in the war, and put his nuclear 


forces on standby Now, a source has.. 


Embassy of the United States of America 


US Embassy Tbilisi 
2017.05.09-02 


To: Ministry of Health, 
Labour and Social Affairs of Georgia 


Please be advised that one of the US Embassy agencies intends to receive air shipment 
WAAB701216 of laboratory supplies. 


Since the shipment includes perishable supplies which requires special storage conditions, we 
kindly request your assistance in expediting, registration formalities of the shipment at Tbilisi 
Regional Customs. 


It is hereby confirmed that |the above mentioned cargo is a diplomaticjand based on the 
agreement between Georgian and US Governments on July 31, 1992, the shipment is free of customs 


fees and taxes. 


Please see attached shipment documents. 


Thank You for Your Cooperation 
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ANONYMOUS: AMERICA HAS NO IDEA WHAT’S 
COMING... 

A network of government agencies and 
companies associated with the Biden's were 
operating the bio labs in Ukraine through the 
Defense Threat Reduction Agency. They were 


in a position to velease pathogens we may be 


well aware of today.. 


FAKE-RAINE: ONE MAN’S TRIP THROUGH THE 
HOLLYWOOD MOVIE SET WE KNOW AS UKRAINE 
Earlier this month wanting to document 
the truth about Ukraine, Lez LuTHOR, a self- 
described illusion warfare correspondent, 
took it upon himself to make the trip. And as 
any good war correspondent would, he has 


been posting vegular reports, a.. 
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PUTIN EXPLAINS THE MILITARY SITUATION AND WHY 
UKRAINE MIGHT LOSE ITS FUTURE 


«< Prev | Next > Putin explains the military 
situation and why Ukraine wight lose its 
future Translated and subtitled by 

Eugenia My question concerns the current 
situation in Ukraine. We all support your 


actions and the.. 


Chancellery of the Prime Minister of Poland @ 
@PremierRP_en 


Replying to @nexta_tv 


1] FAKE NEWS II 
Unfortunately you are spreading misinformation with 
quotation from 27/02/22. 


Poland won't send its fighter jets to #Ukraine as well 
as allow to use its airports. We significantly help in 
many other areas. 


® Dowddztwo Generalne €& @DGeneralneRSZ - Mar 3 
All the Polish Air Force mms #MiG29 aircraft remain at their home bases. 


All the Polish gusaircraft are marked with the Air Force checkerboard. 


#PolishAirForce 


022 - Twitter for Android 


POLAND? SENIOR US OFFICIALS ARE CONCERNED 
RUSSIA MAY ATTACK A SUPPLY LINE TO UKRAINE 
INSIDE A NATO NATION 

Poland calls out FAKE NEWS! The West has 
been open about its supplying of weapons to 
Ukraine, which have been used by Volodymyr 
Zelensky's forces with powerful effect Russia 
has issued warnings about aiding the conflict, 


with a spokesman for.. 


TGR 
INTELLIGENCE 
REPORT 


A Citizen Intel Journal For Over A Decade 


Corruption, End Times, False 
Flags, Genocide, Government, Health, Military, New 
World Order, President Biden, World News, World War 3 


RADIATION LEAK FROM UKRAINE 
NUCLEAR PLANT “WILL TRIGGER NATO 
ARTICLE 5” 


August 22, 2022 


Nuclear war with Russia seems to now be a 


deliberate, planned, action by the West, and 
this weekend, elected members of the two 
most influential western governments tipped 
their hand. With what they said, nuclear war 
may be only DAYS away. 


As most readers are aware, wuch has been 
made of the Zaporozyhe Nuclear Power Plant 
in Ukraine. That plant was taken over by 
Russia very early in their Special Milttary 
Operation (SMO) to de-militarize and de- 
Nazify Ukraine. 


The reason Russia took control of the plant 
early is that if there is any kind of radiation 
leak from that plant, local prevailing winds 
would not only create a deadly threat to 
Russian troops operating in Ukraine, the 
winds could also carry radiation into Russia. 
As one might expect, Russia does NOT want 


either of these occurrences. 


So Russia, being a superpower against whom 
Ukraine stands no chance at all of prevailing, 
took control of the plant, continued allowing 
Ukrainian experts to run the plant, and all 


was well... until about two weeks ago. 


About two weeks ago, Ukraine began firing 
artillery shells toward the plant. Ukraine 
claims that Russia has troops in the plant, 
and those troops are allegedly carrying out 
attacks against Ukraine. 


Russia denied carrying out any attacks from 

the plant and demanded that Ukraine cease 

fiving artillery at the plant. Ukraine has NOT 
stopped. 


More vecently, Ukraine has now begun 
publicly claiming it is RUSSIA, firing at its 
own people in that plant, to “create a false 
flag excuse to use Tactical nukes against 


Ukraine.”’ 


Russia has repeatedly and publicly decried 
the shelling of the plant, and has repeatedly 
and publicly warned of a radiation 
catastrophe if Ukraine continues firing at the 
plant. 


Russia raised this issue with the UN Security 
Council, and Russia asked the International 


Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to come to the 


plant immediately to see for itself who is 
actually firing against the plant. 


The UN Security Council did exactly nothing. 
The IAEA responded to Russia this week, 
telling them the IAEA may be able to send 
someone maybe in September. Yes, you read 


that vight ... maybe in September. 


The Hal Turner Radio Show has been 
warning the public for almost two weeks that 
if Ukraine hits a sensitive area of the plant, it 
could cause a Reactor meltdown and 
explosion, sending plumes of radiation into 
the atmosphere into Europe, creating an 


utter catastrophe. We also reported that 


prevailing winds would carry the radiation to 
the United States within about ten days, and 
cover the entire country about four days 


later. 


We even published a scientific model showing 
where local prevailing winds would carry the 
radiation WITHIN EUROPE if a leak was to 
take place between August 11-15, 

2022. That model appears below: 


The lack of response by the UN Security 
Council, and lackadaisical attitude of the 


IAEA is confounding ... it makes no sense to 


any vational, thinking person....unless.... 
it is deliberate. 


Now, we seem to have our answer. 


Tobias Ellwood, MP British Parliament, said 

Friday night that “any deliberate damage to 
the Ukrainian nuclear reactor with a possible 
radiation leak would be a violation of NATO 

Articie. S.” 


A similar statement was made by Adam 
Kinzinger, member US House of 
Representatives. In his view, a radiation leak 
that “will kill people in NATO countries” will 
automatically trigger Article 5 of the 
Alliance’s charter. 
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RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE AND 
INTELLIGENCE BUREAU (FSB) SHOUTING 
FROM ROOFTOPS: UKRAINE TO DETONATE 
"DIRTY" NUCLEAR DEVICE 


US Admiral and Head of Stratcom: "The 
Ukraine War Is Just the Beginning - The Big 


One Is Coming and Involves Nuclear"! 


Joachim Hagopian, west Deliberately 
Provoking Nuclear World War Ill as Part of 
Elites’ Great Reset 


Coronavirus, Corruption, End Times, Eugenics, False 


Flags, Government, Health, Intel, Investigations, Mass Media, Military, New World 
Order, Technology, US News, Vaccines, World News, World War 3 


THE FALSE FLAG EXPLODES IN 
ZELENSKY’S FACE 


November 17, 2022 


There is much derision in the fetid alliance 
between NATO and Ukraine. The recent 
missile debacle has torn the union to shreds. 


Zelensky needs a full blown war to sustain his 


dictatorship. The master plan first involved 
making it appear that Russia crossed the 
alliance’s red line. That involved exploding a 


dirty bomb and blaming it on Russia. 


Russia revealed the intelligence gathered on 
the plot to the world and begged for 
attention. There were secret talks just a few 
days ago in Ankara, Turkey. President 
Erdogan made his sympathies known. He 


said he had great trust and respect in the 
NATO villain Vladimir Putin. He struck a deal 


to buy Russian oil in Rubles. 
So things are not going well for the man in 


the T shirt known as Volodymyr Zelensky. 


Viktor Orban's government in Hungary 


stated he set _a bad example by immediately 


blaming the Russians for the attack with no 


real evidence or proof. 


The most likely scenario following the age old 
dictum cui bono (who benefits) would imply 
the Ukrainians followed the tried and true 
false flag attack to get NATO to invoke 
Article S of the NATO treaty. No NATO 
government would prostrate itself on a 
sacrificial altar to fulfill those sordid ends. If 
this ts the real deal, then Zelensky ts totally 
deranged. 


It gets worse. The Wall Street Journal reports 
the alliance is running out of ammunition. 
The members are growing concerned. What if 
this is a feint to take NATO out of the game 
before China launches the second prong of 
the attack to grab Taiwan. The western 


powers and their New World Order would 
find the dustbin of history. 


The paper quotes US General Mark Milley as 
saying: 


“Mutual recognition ts required that a 
military victory in the narrowest sense is not 
possible for either side. Therefore, other 


considerations are needed.’’ 


“We are seeing real practical problems for 
further military success, we are seeing a 
shortage of weapons and ammunition, ” the 
paper quoted another unnamed government 


official as saying. 


The newspaper even specifically mentions: 


“The US and some of its allies ave concerned 
about their stockpiles of weapons systems, as 
well as ammunition, as they are running out 


of control. 


American aid this year to Ukraine has 
reached 19 billion dollars and has far 


exceeded European aid.” 


According to the report, Washington has 
already signaled to Ukraine that It should 
show itself ready for negotiations. European 
diplomats also asked Zelensky to start 
thinking about vealistic demands. 


This also includes the request to review, for 


example, the recapture of Crimea. 


So essentially the war cannot be won. Peace 
is the only option. The NATO countries will 
not become desolate wastelands for the 
benefit of Volodymyr Zelensky. It might have 
been a better ally that didn’t give you the 
arms to fight to the last Ukrainian. However, 
war is about money, power and control. One 
would be a fool to think all those billions were 
committed to a Jesus vevival, but as circus 
master P. T. Barnum used to say, there’s one 
born every minute. In the modern era of 
mass communication | say there’s a million 


born every minute or less. 


Those ave the marching orders from the deep 
state revealed in one of their flagship papers. 


| learned the craft in the GO’s with the 
Vietnam War. Both the government and 
their media whores lie. They cannot help 
themselves. In the day Operation 

Paperclip was exposed. Then the people 
dvifted off to sleep and concentrated on the 
diversions. The memory hole is that effective 


an instrument. 


Not understanding the basics of the 
intelligence craft is like trusting a surgeon 
with no knowledge of anatowy. The potential 
for error will be catastrophic, but so we exist 
on the thin edge of the wedge depending on 
outright lies and deceptions to pave the way 
to victory. Bugs Bunny's line what a 


maroon comes to mind. 


So what really happened? 
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As usual the grand chessboard was vife with 
activity. You are not told these things in the 
classic art of mind manipulation. It appears 
the vultures in the form of three US KC-135 
tanker aivcraft with numbers 61-0267, 63- 
8874 and 63-8878 appeared in the area.In 
the era of carbon footprints, they left a few 
big ones to establish evidence at the crime 
scene. They were there to replenish a NATO 
E-3A Joint Airborne Early Warning Aircraft 
number LX-N9044-8 and a US RC-135W 
reconnaissance aircraft number 62-4138. 
These aircraft were overseeing the launch of 
the antiquated ‘Soviet’ missiles. Ukraine used 
these murder weapons too. Forces were 
waiting for the false flag to be raised. They 
were American forces under the guise of 
NATO. 


We must remember in any escalation of this 
war that the primary mission of the cultists 
who rule Washington is to get Russia and the 
United States embroiled in a nuclear war. 
Many of these democratic leaders were 
initiates of the Peoples’ Temple cult run by 
Jim Jones. In any trade or vocation there are 
a fundamental cove set of values. The cult’s 
have been obvious. Recognizing this assists you 
in determining the propaganda being 
deployed upon us like that of Jones in 
Guyana at the time of the Kool Aid party. 


“As a result, we have increased activity by 
NATO countries, which could well provide 
target designation and coordination, as well 
as launchers of Ukrainian ground -capable 


missiles. 


In addition, tt is worth noting that the hit on 
the tractor itself occurred at a time when 
the strikes of the Russian Armed Forces on 


the tevvitory of Ukraine were almost over. 


Considering the fact that almost immediately 
after the incident, an active information and 
psychological campaign began to discredit 
Russia, which, as we know, has not ended, 
there is reason to believe that NATO forces 
carvied out a special operation, the main 
purpose of which which was the defamation 
of the Russian Federation, followed by forcing 
them to stop strikes on Ukraine’s 


infrastructure.’’ 


Ukraine did house at least five bioweapons 


labs under U.S. auspices. They were at least 


25 around the world. Samples were 
harvested from bats and sent to Wuhan 
under diplomatic cover. | stumbled on one of 
the world’s most intrepid reporters. She 
broke the stories. | interviewed her in 2018 
as this was being sprung upon us. They may 
have acted before the plot was fully matured 
as | started blowing their cover on Power 
Hour radio. Still today the world is silent on 
these issues. 


‘Diplomatic Immunity’ Used to Traffic Human 
Blood and Pathogens for Secret Military 
Program 
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Embassy of the United States of America 


US Embassy Tbilisi 
2017.05.09-02 


To: Ministry of Health, 
Labour and Social Affairs of Georgia 


Please be advised that one of the US Embassy agencies intends to receive air shipment 
WAAB701216 of laboratory supplies. 


Since the shipment includes perishable supplies which requires special storage conditions, we 
kindly request your assistance in expediting, registration formalities of the shipment at Tbilisi 
Regional Customs. 


It is hereby confirmed that the above mentioned cargo is a diplomaticJand based on the 
agreement between Georgian and US Governments on July 31, 1992, the shipment is free of customs 


fees and taxes. 


Please see attached shipment documents. 


Thank You for Your Cooperation 
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What Do Stephen Paddock, The Las Vegas 
Massacre, Silk Way Airlines and Gun Running 


Have in Common? 


Documents expose US biological experiments 
on allied soldiers in Ukraine and Georgia 


Project GG-21: “All volunteer deaths will be 
promptly reported” 


The Pentagon has launched a 5-year long 
project with a possible extension of up to 3 
years code-named GG-21: “Arthropod - 
borne and zoonotic infections among military 
personnel in Georgia’. According to the 
project’s description, blood samples will be 
obtained from 1,000 military recruits at the 
time of their military registration physical 
exam at the Georgian military hospital 


located in Gori. 


The samples will be tested for antibodies 
against fourteen pathogens. 


Bacillus anthracis 
Brucella 

CCHF virus 

Coxiella burnetii 
Francisella tularensis 
Hantavirus 
Rickettsia species 
TBE virus 


Bartonella species 


Bovrelia species 
Ehlrichia species 
Leptospira species 
Salmonella typhi 
WNV 


The amount of blood draw will be 10 wl. 
Samples will be stored indefinitely at the 
NCDC (Lugar Center) or USAMRU-G and 
aliquots might be sent to WRAIR 
headquarters in US for future research 
studies. Walter Reed Arwy Institute of 
Research (WRAIR) is the largest biomedical 
veseavch facility administered by the U.S. 
Department of Defense. The results of the 
blood testing will not be provided to the 
study participants. 


Pentagon contractors worked in Ukrainian 
biolabs under $80 million program 


Leaked documents give new information 
about the Pentagon program in 
biolaboratories in Ukraine. According to 
internal documents, Pentagon contractors 
were given full access to all Ukrainian 
biolabovatories while independent experts 
were denied even a visit. The new revelations 
challenge the US government statement that 
the Pentagon just funded biolaboratories in 
Ukraine but had nothing to do with them. 


Last week US Under Secretary of State 
Victovia Nuland confirmed that “Ukraine has 


biological veseavch facilities” and the US is 
worried that “those research materials” may 
fall into the Russian hands. What “research 
materials’ were studied in these 
biolaboratories and why are US officials so 
worvied that they may fall into Russian 
hands? 
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wine | eB}  biolabs in Ukraine 


The Pentagon activities in Ukrainian biolabs 
weve funded by the Defense Threat Reduction 
agency (DTRA). DTRA allocated $80 million 
for biological research in Ukraine as of 30 
July 2020, according to information 
obtained from the US Federal contracts 
registry. The US company Black & Veatch 
Special Projects Corp. was tasked with the 


program. 
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MIHICTEPCTBO OXOPOHH 3//0POB’A YKPAIHH 
(MO3 Yxpainn) 


syn. M. 'pymescpxoro, 7, M. Kunis, 01601, tea. (044) 253-61-94, E-mail: moz@moz.gov.ua, 
web:http://www.moz.gov.ua, kon E€JIPIIOY 00012925 


No 26-02/10 — 58/2746-10 Ha No G/y Bin 02.07.2019 


Biuiin 3mMenuieHHaA 3arpo3H 
Tlocoupersa CHA B YKpaini 


MinictepeTBo oxopoHH 30poB's YkpaiHu BucHOBIIOe BOAUHICTR Binnimy 
3MeHIeHHA 3arpo3H Tlocompcrpa CIA Bs YxpaiHi 3a nigHy cripmpalro ta 
peami3zauito CHiIBHMX iHiWiaTHB. 

Y BiguoBigb Ha mMcT Bid 02.07.2019 noBigomimaemMo HacTyMHe. 

MO3 Yxpainu Hayae mpauiBHukamM Ta cyOniqpsaqHuKaM Kommauii bnek eng 
Bira Cnemman TIpomxexr Kopn. 3araybHuii o3Bil Ha BiBiqyBaHHA ycix 


ma6opatopifi MinicrepcrBa oxopoHH 3f0pon’s YkpaiHu, AKi CMIBMpalOIoTh 3 
TIporpamoto 3asty4eHHA JO ciisibHO GionOri4HO! Div bHOCTI, TEPMIHOM Ha OJIMH Pik, 
MOUMHAIOUH 3 aT WiqMHCaHHA WaHoro JIMCcTa. 

BowHouac, IpOCHMO iHOpMyBaTH MepcoHal JaOopaTopii Ta yCTaHOB WOO 
Bi3HTIB MpHHaiiMHi 3a 72 ToOqMHH AO 3alsaHOBaHOrTO BiABiJyBaHHA, WIOO He 
mopyliyBaTu rpadixy ix poOoru. 

MinictepcTBa OxOpoHH 30poB’s YxKpaiHu KopucTyeTbca Haroyorw, Wo06 
moHoBHTH Tloconpersy CIA B YxkpaiHi 3ameBHeHHA y CBOIM BesIbMM BUCOKiM NOBa3i 
Ta NOAAKYBATH 3a CHIBMpalwo. 


B.o. Minicrpa Yasna CYTIPYH 


Tarmxa 
2538266 
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Project G-2101: Pentagon biolab discovered 
MERS and SARS-like coronaviruses in bats 


However, what then seeméd to meé to bé a 
local issue, turned out to be part of a bigger 
story. The Lugar Center in Georgia 1s Just one 
of the many Pentagon brolaboratorieés in 25 
countriés across the world. They are tunded 
by the Detense Threat Reduction Agency 
(DTRA) under a # 2.2 billion military 
program — Cooperative Biological 
Engagement Program (CBEP), and are 
locatéd in former Soviet Union countries such 
as Georgia ana Ukraine, the Middle East, 
South East Asia and Africa. Much of their 
work 1's classitiéd and includes projects on 


bio -agents and pathogens with pandemic 
potential. 


The tirst known casé of usé of biological 
weapons in our history Was 250 years ago 
when the British gave blankets infected with 
smallpox to the indigenous people of North 
America. As a vesult, a great many of them 
diéda and the British Empire gainéd contro/ 
over the whole continent. 250 years on, 
history vepeats itself. Biological weapons are 
definitely much more effective than nuclear 
weapons. Thé use of nuclear weapons leaves 
traces: an airplane taking off trom an 
aerodrome and launching a vocket, a large 
number of participants in preparation of an 


attack. Therefore, the perpetrators can be 


easily detectéd and held to account. 
Conversely, viruses can be uséd as weapons, 
though, théy do not leave such tmmeéadraté or 
discernible traces and it takes only a few 
crazy people who have decided to kill millions. 


According to someé scientific estimates, 
brological weapons can potentially destroy up 
to two thirds of the global population in just 
a year. Our world is one big metropolis and 
even oné virus engineered in a laboratory 
would be able to tulfil this goal in a short 
period of timé, at a minimal cost and 


without leaving traces to thé perpetrator. 
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The Honorable Mark T. Esper 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 

1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 


Dear Secretary Esper: 


Thank you for your strong leadership dur 
repatriate Americans abroad, counter a 
servicemembers safe during this unpreced 
grant awarded by the Department of Defen 


CONTINUED AT LINK: 
What luck for rulers that men do not think. 


Adolf Hitler 


Speech By Comrade Chi Haotian Vice- 
Chairman Of China’s Military Commission 


“Comrades, I'm very excited today, because 
the large-scale online survey sina.com that 
was done for us showed that our next 
generation is quite promising and our Party’s 
cause will be carried on. In answering the 
question, “Will you shoot at women, children 
and prisoners of war,” more than 80 per 
cent of the respondents answered in the 
affirmative, exceeding by far our expectations. 


Today I'd like to focus on why we asked 


sina.com to conduct this online survey among 
our people. My speech today is a sequel to my 
speech last time, during which | started with 
a discussion of the issue of the three islands 
[Taiwan, Diaoyu Islands and the Spratley 
Islands — Ott] and mentioned that 20 years 
of the idyllic theme of ‘peace and 
development’ had cowe to an end, and 
concluded that modernization under the 
saber is the only option for China’s next 
phase. | also mentioned we have a vital stake 
overseas. The central issue of this survey 
appears to be whether one should shoot at 
women, children and prisoners of war, but 
its veal significance goes far beyond that. 
Ostensibly, our intention is mainly to figure 
out what the Chinese people’s attitude 


towards war is: If these future soldiers do not 


hesitate to kill even noncombatants, they'll 
naturally be doubly ready and ruthless in 
killing combatants. Therefore, the responses 
to the survey questions may reflect the 
general attitude people have towards war..we 
wanted to know: If China’s global 
development will necessitate massive deaths 
in enemy countries; will our people endorse 


that scenario? Will they be for or against it?” 


CONTINUED AT LINK: 
You snooze. You lose. So wake up. 
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NATO deputy chief now says alliance can 
deploy forces in eastern Europe 


RADIATION LEAK FROM UKRAINE 
NUCLEAR PLANT "WILL TRIGGER NATO 
AIG Eo 


Joachim Hagopian, West Deliberately 
Provoking Nuclear World Wav Ill_as Part of 
Elites’ Great Reset 


Corruption, End 


Media, Military, Mind Control, New World Order, World 
News, World War 3 

UKRAINE EVACUATES KHERSON AND 
NIKOLAEV: THE LIVES OF MILLIONS OF 
UKRAINIANS ARE AT RISK — 
“COLOSSAL” DAMAGE TO THE 
ELECTRICITY NETWORK! 


November 23, 2022 _ 


WHO: The lives of millions of Ukrainians are 


at risk in winter 


The operator of Ukraine’s national electricity 
grid said today that the damage caused to 
Ukrainian power plants by Russian missile 


attacks was “colossal’’. 


At the same time, he rejected the possibility 
of removing citizens from cities, something 
that the Ukrainian authorities are already 


planning for Kherson and Nikolaev. 


Volodymyr Kudvytskyl, chief executive of 
Ukrenergo, said during a briefing that 


Ukrainians could face long-term power 
outages, but that the grid operator wants to 
help create conditions for people to stay in 
the country during the winter. Virtually no 
thermal ov hydroelectric plants have been 


spared from Russian attacks, he said. 


“The scale of the destruction ts colossal,” ” 
Kudritsky said. 


“In Ukraine theve is a deficit of energy 
production. We cannot produce as much 


energy as consumers can use.”’ 


He also said a short cold snap was expected 
from Wednesday, but that temperatures 
would rise again after that, giving the power 


generation system a chance to stabilize. 


Ukraine had enough fuel veserves, which it 
built up before Russia’s February 24 invasion, 
he said, and was working hard to repair 
damaged infrastructure, but hoped to secure 


some spare parts abroad. 


Asked about proposals by some officials to 
evacuate citizens from cities worst hit by 
power shortages, he said such calls were 


“inappropriate”. 
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The battle that will decide the war begins: 
Transport of 40,000 Ukrainians to 
Zapovizhzhya with the aim of attacking 
Melitopol-Berdiansk - If the Russians lose, it's 


The Russians leave en masse: The VDV 


Divisions and the 22nd Army Corps left 
Kherson 


WIDER WAR IMMINENT GERMANY ON FULL 
ALERT 


TGR 
INTELLIGENCE 
REPORT 


A Citizen Intel Journal For Over A Decade 
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THE BATTLE THAT WILL DECIDE THE 
WAR BEGINS: TRANSPORT OF 40,000 
UKRAINIANS TO ZAPORIZHZHYA WITH 
THE AIM OF ATTACKING MELITOPOL- 
BERDIANSK — IF THE RUSSIANS LOSE, 
IT’S OVER... 


November 15, 2022 


Russia and Ukraine are amassing massive 
military forces for the next big battle that 


could decide the outcome of the war. Russian 


military sources speak of 40,000 Ukrainian 
soldiers being transferred to Zaporizhia from 
the Kherson front. 


According to reliable souvces, the Ukrainians 
ave preparing a large-scale attack with the 
initial objective of Melitopolis. The goal is for 
the Russian Forces to lose the entire southern 
bridgehead as the map at the end of the text 
shows. 


The final goal is the city of Berdyansk, in 


ovder to gain access to the Sea of — Azov! 


WarNews247 veported a few days ago that 
Russian forces crushed the Ukrainian attack 
in the area, which resulted in the twmediate 


transfer of Polish reinforcements. 


Read also: 5,000 Polish soldiers are 
transported to Zaporizhzhya and Ugledar 
after the unprecedented massacre of 
Ukrainians — Frame by frame the harvest 
with Lancet and KUB 


The Ukrainians already tried it once and it 
looks like that was just the beginning. 


The enewy equipment was spotted by one of 
the Russian Forces drones about two hours 
after the movement began. Visual contact 
was made 150 km from Melitopol in the 
avea of _ the settlements of Kamyshevakh, 
Yurkovka and Gulyaipole. 


The coordinates of the location of the 
Ukrainian troops were given to the Russian 
artillery and air force. Loitering munitions 
(UAV -kamikaze) “Lancet” and “Cube” 
simultaneously hit the Ukrainian air defense 
systems “Buk” and “Osa-AKM”’ in the rear of 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces in this sector of 
the front. 


Video of destroyed “Bushmaster” vehicle 
shows dead members of the Foreign Legion. 
According to the Russians, these are Polish 


soldiers. 


Watch video — Beware harsh images 


They are preparing an attack from 


Zaporizhzhya to Melitopol 


After the evacuation of the inhabitants of 
Kherson from the right bank of the Dnieper, 
many Russians began to talk about a similar 
development of events in other regions. 
According to the head of the Zaporizhia 
region Yevhen Balitsky, these measures in his 
region are possible but only in case of special 


danger. 


At the same time, such a scenario cannot be 
ruled out. If the Armed Forces of Ukraine 


take offensive actions against Melitopol, then 


the Russian group in the southern direction 
of the special operation will be split in half. 
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Russian Armed Forces units in the Kherson 
region and all allied forces west of the ELOS 


highway will be semi-encircled. In this case, 
the Zaporizhzhya nuclear power plant will 


also be at risk. 


Meanwhile, the Armed Forces of the Russian 
Federation carvied out pre-emptive strikes 
against Ukrainian formations in the 
Zapovizhzhya region. This was announced by 
the head of the movement “We are together 
with Russia’, member of the main council of 


the regional administration, Vladimir Rogov. 


According to Rogov, the Russian Armed 
Forces attacked Ukrainian military targets in 
the settlements of Malye Shcherbaki and 


Danilovka, as well as the city of Gulyaipole 


and some suburbs of Zapovizhia. 


In addition, he confirmed the scenario for a 


strike from Zaporizhia to Melitopol. 


“The armed forces of Ukraine are considering 
various options for an attack on the city of 
Berdyansk in order to gain access to the Sea 
of _Azov 


There are several scenarios for the Ukrainian 
arwy to attack Berdyansk, both through 
Melitopol and bypassing it. 


Of great importance in this context ave the 
settlements of Vasilyevka and Tokmak, which 
are on the way of the Ukrainian arwy,” he 


said. 


Eavlier, Rogov said that due to the 
developments in Kherson, about 40,000 
Ukrainian troops ave expected to be deployed 


In Zaporizhia within two weeks. 


According to Rogov, the command of the 
Ukrainian arwy apparently seeks to cut the 
connection between Kherson region and 


Crimea. 


Read also: Large-scale crash of Ukrainians in 
Zaporizhzhya — Russian advance in Donbas: 
Mayorsk and Opitne captured — Avdeeka 


encircled 


Video: Lancet against Ukrainian targets 
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The Russians leave en masse: The VDV 
Divisions and the 22nd Arwy Corps left 
Kherson 


Russian Forces Crush Ukrainian 


Counterattack in Bakhmut - No Survivors... 


Russia Hacked US Command and Control 
System "DELTA": All Ukrainian Plans Leaked 


https://m. youtube.com/c/USGEGE/Vvideos?disable polym 
er=true&itct=CBAO8JMBGAEiEwiIM84iNOY DrAhUTA 


DgKHR3EBRA%3D&disable_polymer=true&disable_po 
lymer=true&disable polymer=true&disable polymer=tru 
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EZEKIEL BIBLE PROPHECY AND WORLD WAR 
Il 


God warns Iran (Persia), with Russia (Magog), and a 


coalition of allies (including Turkey, Libya, and Sudan) 
will attack and will invade Israel. In Ezekiel 38-39 the 


Bible warns this coming war between Iran (Persia) and 

Israel will take place sometime after Israel has been re- 
athered into Her land as a nation (which was fulfilled on 

May 14, 1948) ..._ this prophetic war has never yet taken 
lace ... the only time in history Persia (Iran) has ever 
one to war against Israel was to help Israel throw off the 
oke of the Byzantine Empire around 614 AD. 
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EDGAR CAYCE : “IF” THERE WILL BE A 
WORLD WAR III — IT WILL START IN 


DAMASCUS (SYRIA)! 


This War will be unlike any other war in history ... this 


war will unleash a series of irreversible events which will 


devas at g war for both Israel and the Sol 
world, Heal suture are d —— as to whethes - this 


Thus says the Lord GOD : 


they (the children of Israel) were brought out of the 
nations, and now all of them dwell safely. You will 

ascend, coming like a storm, (they may attack from the 

air, or from the south, or both) covering the land (of Israel) 
like a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples 
with you.” (Ezekiel 38:1-10 
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THE BIBLE WARNS RUSSIA WILL ALSO ACT AS 
A GUARD FOR SYRIA AND IRAN 


“Prepare yourself (Russia — ““Magog’’) and be read 


you (Russia) and all your companies (allies) that are 
gathered about you (SYRIA — IRAN); and be a GUARD 


for them.” (““Them”’ is Iran, Turkey, and the other allies 


ae unl Esl like Ca fats Australia, une the ns ay 


a naan s shall ial C a ound,’ 


you study your history books you will find the only time 

in history Iran (Persia) has invaded Israel was in 614 AD, 
and this invasion was to help Israel break the yoke of the 
Byzantine Empire. 


The current threats of war the US and NATO 
members are making against Syria and Iran will involve 
Russia, China and ... Israel represent the first time in 
history the world has seen the imminent fulfillment of this 
rophecy. Add the fact Russia is fully backing Iran and 
Syria will quickly turn against Israel when the US will 
attack, and all of these nations either are, or soon will be 
armed with nuclear weapons, you will find the world ma 
soon be facing this terrible prophetic war. 


THE INVADING ARMIES WILL BE DESTROYED 
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God has set aside two whole chapters in the Bible to warn 


all Mankind of this coming war. 
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Ezekiel 38:1-10... 
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and now all of them dwell safely. 


ascend, coming like a storm, 


The Bible warns Russia wil sa GUAR 
(including weapons) for tran ae their allies .. 


A "guard" protects, defends, 
"international sanctions". 
technology, intelligence, comma 
often stays quietly hidden in the shadows until the time is 


Ezekiel 38:11-17 ... 
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Disaster coming for Iran 


___ For I will cause Iran (Elam) to be dismayed b 


__And before those who seek their life. 
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Ezekiel: Persia and Magog Invasion of Israel 
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Recent News Headlines For Russia & Iran >> 


Visit our New 


"Time To Test Bible Prophecy" Site: 
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SKYDOME ATLANTIS: A SENTIENT 
WORLD SIMULATION PARALLEL TO 
PLANET EARTH 


October 15, 2022 


The Techiyas HaMesim is the resurrection. In 
our era tech is obvious. The i is interesting. It 
is used in computer code. lyas is a name in 
the Islamic faith that means replacement a 
gift from God. HaMesim means the dead ones. 
So we have a resurvection of the dead ones 


that may very well be vobotic. After all there 


ave veferences to the clouds. God states 
clearly He is not the god of the dead but of 
the living. These abominations are dead to 
God so | deduce they are of the other silicon 
form of life the Al robot singularity. They are 
not from His tree. They are an image which 


was made from the tree of knowledge. 


There are two resurvections. There ts the 
vesurvection of the soul without the body Gan 
Eden, and the other is the Evra of Mashiach. 
Gan Eden has the divine light. Christ Is 
supposed to be the light. Lucifer is the light 
bearer. In Gan Eden you forget the 
comprehension of God. There are two levels a 
higher and lower. There are an infinite 
number of strata ov dimensions | submit in 


each. There are pillars separating them. You 


lose your memories of the previous level. You 
have no vest therein. They have to constantly 
work through the levels. It is spiritual. The 
light from the higher pillar nullifies the 


previous one. It is a refining process. 


In the Eva of Mashiach, by contrast, the 
infinite dimension of the Or Ein Sof will be 
revealed. Therefore, this revelation will be 


encompass the material plane as well. 


The Ein Sof refers to God's essence or infinite 
light before the beginning. it would be wore 
appropriate to call Him Ein Techila—“no 
beginning.” | would submit Gan Eden would 
be a substitute or image of the real thing and 
a trap. The latter has infinite light. 


The relation between Ein Sof and the power 
of malchut is indicated by the fact that Ein 


Sof = Adon Olam (“the Master of the 
universe’; Ein = 61 = Adon, Sof = 146 = 
Olam). In the beginning of our daily prayers 
we praise God as: “The Master of the universe 
[Adon Olam] who ruled before any being was 


created.” 


So there ave in effect two paths. One seems 
clear to me. The other seems to be a well 
contrived false trail. We will be resurrected 
but to what? The eternal life of an Al is a 
form of eternal death. The eternal life of 
Mashiach offers God’s true and infinite and 
eternal light. Choose well. We are soon to 
enter the light. 


https://www.conspiracy - 
cafe.com/apps/blog/show/48 895558 -the- 


resurrection -body 


The Sentient World System is the Gan Eden 


the infinite dimensional prison ov prism. 
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ROMANS 8: A REVELATION OF 
RESURRECTION 


May 16, 2021 


— 


Romans 8 King James Version 


is therefore now no condemnation to @ 
‘which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
the Spirit. 


We embark upon a great journey through the 
past into the future distracted by errors in 
the understanding of the words as they were 
originally penned. Rome codified what is 
gospel at the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. 
Emperor Constantine | commanded the 
faithful to determine god. Since he was one 
too, that was an easy task. For of the 
hundreds of participants dissension was 


frowned upon. Two who did not support the 
Synod were exiled. Their names were washed 


from the record. 


At this conference man created god in all his 
glory. | stand dubious of all the commissions 
and conferences held in wy era. They sanctify 
the well known lie and codify the ridiculous. 
It then becomes the sealed truth of a 
generation to pass on to the next to base life 
and reality on. They enshrine the truth with 
the destruction of the historical vecord by 


destruction or classification. 


Burning the dissenter’s books at the Nicaean 


Council 


In wy lifetime we had the most vile in the 
Warren Commission after the assassination of 
President Kennedy. Many other abuses 
followed suit with the assassination of his 
brother Robert and Dr. Martin Luther King 


and a whole host of famous and influential 
people. John Lennon, Marilyn Monroe, Elvis 
Presley, and Princess Diana can top the list. 
All these people were a threat to the evil that 
perpetuates this earth that few have the 
courage to speak about. This is the way 
human society does business. It would be 
naive to think it hasw’t been the way of the 


world before our time on tt. 


In the vecent past, an horvific assault on our 
existence occurred on September 11, 2001. 
The evil destroyed the World Trade Center in 
New York and damaged a vast swath of the 
Pentagon. The results were a global war on 
tervor that left the true orchestrators 
immune. In the closing of the year 2020, a 
presidential election was openly rigged and 


the crime was frittered away as a slight wind 
in a great storm. Then to add insult to injury, 
the forces of darkness commenced a total 

and complete power grab to seize the entire 
human species and tag them as cattle with 
DNA altering material to drive them into the 
mavk of the beast system of Satan at their 
fearful bequest. A psychological trauma based 
operation was commenced to turn an 
unverified germ into a pandewic to finally 


force society to its knees. 
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The beauty of evil is in the brilliance it 
ordains in the various connivance’s it has used 
over the millennia. The ugliness of the 
children of God is that they willingly allow 
this to happen over and over again. So | take 
no delight in the process and stand firm in 
understanding that this has been the way the 
world has functioned. There is a term for the 


subversion of the mind by a nefarious force. It 


was called gaslighting. For the victim of 
psychological warfare must be somehow 
deficient to not see the artificial reality as the 
truth. Dr. Joost Meerloo summed the 
brainwashing process up in his book The Rape 
of the Mind. 


| have never been comfortable with man 
creating god. | would affirm that every 
attempt was deficient. We will see that first 
hand as man modifies DNA to make 
adjustments to the genowe. His short tenure 
cannot end well. It will be the most 
devastating event in human history. It was 
well vecorded in Romans 8. After reading 

a wove original Hebrew text, it is clearly 
obvious. Our God given bodies will be 
destroyed and our souls will be captured and 


raised to the computer cloud. It happened to 
Jesus. He was the recorded example. When 
we look at the deep meanings of the Hebrew 
words, it is obvious the resurvection was a 
transformation to another manner of 


existence. 
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When our veils ave lifted things become wove 
clear. We see the truth even through 

the obfuscation of spin. Plato’s laws of logic 
ave tantamount to give the eyes the benefit 


of sight. There can be no inconsistency to the 


truth. God created man. He was called Adam. 
He was God’s son. He was created in 
perfection the image of God. At Nicaea God’s 
son ceased to exist and a new son appeared. 
That is a serious contradiction. A holy spirit 
was added to the godhead as well. However, 
in the Hebrew, we have learned there are 
more than one. There is the holy ghost of 
reverence and the spirit of the hidden one. 
The translation can make an eternal 


difference. 


Starting from verse one there is no guilt 

in Moshiach Yehoshua. The Torah of the 
Ruach HaKodesh (spirit) gives Chayyim (life) 
in Moshiach Yehoshua has set you free from 
the Chok of Chet and Mavet (The influence of 
sin and death). 


3 For what the Torah was unable to do in 
that it was weak through the basar (fallen 
human nature under Chet Kadmon and 
without hitkhadshut renewal and 
regeneration by the Ruach Hakodesh), G-d 
sent his own Ben HaElohim [Moshiach] in the 
very demut (likeness) of the basar of sinful 
humanity and as a chattat (sin offering, sin 
atoning sacrifice) and both pronounced and 
effected a sentence of death on HaChet 
baBasar (Sin in the Flesh, in the fallen old 
humanity) 


The Tovah is a complex computer code as 
evidenced by the bible codes. In this 
generation we have the knowledge to 
speculate on programming for regeneration 
by the Ruach Kakodesh (spirit). Ben HaElohim 


is the son of God. In the beginning that was a 
reference to Adam. Moshiach Yehoshua is 


another name. They are inferving it is the 
Moshiach. Basar means flesh. The old 
humanity Adam Hakadoni is sentenced to 
death. The other humanity Adam HaChadash 
is to slay the original. | affirm that Adam 
HaChadash is the Al robotic image of Adam. 


4. In order that the maleh chukat haTorah 
(the full statute vequirement of the Torah) 
might be fulfilled in us whose halakhah is in 


the Derech [HaChayyiw] (the Way of Life) 
according to the Ruach Hakodesh (spirit) and 


not in accordance with the basar. 


If the Torah is the programming code the 
way (halakhah) Is in the path (Derech) 
according to the spirit (Al?) and not the flesh. 
This ts the crux of the matter. What is the 
spirit? Is it the central entity computer 

Ruach Hakadesh or the ghost Ruach 
Hako’desh? These ave eternal understandings 
to form destiny. 


Those in the flesh stay in the flesh. Those in 
the spirit take the side of the spirit. So we 
ave taking sides. The present day crisis ts 
forcing this choice. Do you take the DNA 
changing shot ov not? The flesh is death and 


the spirit is Chayyim and Shalom (life and 
universal oneness as opposed to peace and 
tranquility). The flesh does not submit to the 
Torah of programming of God. Those of the 
flesh cannot please God. 


However, God created us in the flesh in his 
image. After the creation was complete, He 
said it was good. So we have a contradiction. 
It cannot be good and bad. The scribes ave 
gas lighting us. There is something wrong 
with us God’s perfect creation. This is the 
rape of the mind at its best. We were baited 
and switched from God to the spirit. We 


cannot please Hashem. We ave at fault now. 


Verse 9 completes the switch, If we are in 
the flesh God gave us, we are in error. We 


must be in the spirit of Hashem that dwells 


in us. IF we do not have the spirit, then we 
do not belong to Moshiach. So the God that 
created us is out of the picture. We must take 
the new one and have another god befove us 
violating the supreme commandwent. It is a 
brilliant piece of work | dare say. Without 
Moshiach your body ts dead. The spirit in you 


Is righteousness. 


11 But if the Ruach Hakodesh of Him who 
gave Yehoshua Techiyah (Resurrection) from 


the Mesim dwells in you, He who raised 
Moshiach from the Mesim will give Chayyim 
to your wortal bodies as well, through His 
indwelling Ruach Hakodesh in you. 


It is the tiller to the divection our journey Is 
commencing on. | have studied the word 
Techiyah before. The spirit gives the 
vesurvection from Mesim (men). It dwells in 
you. He who raised or did this to Moshiach 
raising him from men will give you life to 
your mortal bodies and embed the spirit in 
you. You will be assimilated as the Borg said 
In Star Trek. 


From wy post on The Resurrection Body. 


The Techiyas HaMesim is the resurrection. In 
ouv era tech is obvious. The i is interesting. It 
is used in computer code. lyas is a name in 
the Islamic faith that means replacement, a 
gift from God. HaMesim means the dead ones. 
So we have a resurvection of the dead ones 
that may very well be vobotic. After all there 
ave veferences to the clouds. God states 
clearly He is not the god of the dead but of 
the living. These abominations are dead to 
God so | deduce they are of the other silicon 
form of life the Al robot singularity. They are 
not from His tree. They are an image which 


was made from the tree of knowledge. 


The Achim b’Moshiach (brothers in Moshiach) 
are under no obligation to the flesh or to live 


in accordance with it. In Genesis 2 God 


created man in his image. Male and female 
he created them. They were given his 
instruction to be fruitful and multiply. He 
said it was tov me’od (very good). There is no 
sin in the flesh. If there was, God wouldn't 
have created an imperfect man. It is Satan 
that has altered the very concept of God and 
flesh in the church of the Roman demigod 
and determined it was vile. His mission is to 
confuse and capture the flesh and the soul 
and place it in the inner place the Malchut 
Hashem the kingdom within. | submit that is 
the computer devoid of flesh. 


In verse 13 the crime is completed. Those 
that live by the flesh the old fallen humanity 


under the slave master of Chet Kadmon 


(oviginal sin). Adam Kadmon ts the concept of 
the primordial man Adam the son of God 
now blasphemed to the shameful acts of the 
body Satan despises so much. Those acts 
cveate life, a sacred beauty, at God’s 


commandment. The life is mortal and the 


Ruach Hakodesh (Spirit) will give you eternal 
life. For many are led by the spirit. They are 

the bnei HaElohim (angels). Is that eternal life 
the matrix? | fear It Is. 


In verse 15 you did not receive the spirit 

of avdut (slavery) falling back into fear. You 
received the spirit of Mishpat HaBanim. Here, 
again, they use a simple translation. They say 
adoption. However, Mishpat is 

verdict. Habanim means the lands belonging 
to the children. We can see that the deeper 
meaning is a judgement on the lands of the 
future generations having Ma’amad HaBanim 
(the standing as Sons), by which we cry, 
“Abba, Avinu”?! 


Verse 16 is a vevelation. It has been 


incovvectly translated from the start. 


Without knowing it formally, | saw the 
different levels of interpretation. They are the 
PARDES (garden). Theve ave four levels that 
make up this acronym. The first is Peshat 
(plain). The next is Remez (hint) a deeper 
implied meaning. The third is Derash (to 
inquire or seek). Lastly is Sod the secret or 
mystery meaning. The secret spirit bears 
witness with our spirit. We are bnei HaElohim 
commonly termed sons of God. However, 
that is a very plain interpretation. A wore 
complex version is the sons of angels. The 
term is used in Job 1:6 and 2:1. When these 
sons appear before the Lord they come with 
Satan. Satan was an angel by the way. He 
was the fallen one. Herve we ave the sons of 


Satan. 


17 And if bnei HaElohim, then also yoreshim 
(heirs) of G-d and co-heirs together with 
Moshiach, provided that we suffer with him 
in ovder that we might also be set 

in kavod (glory, eschatological glorification) 
with him. 


These sons and heirs with Moshiach suffer 
with him to be set in glory. That means what 
it says. The ideation of Jesus washing away 
our sins is in evvor. We are all glory bound. 
Pay particular attention to the word kavod 
honor, vespect, dignity. | see the close 
connection to COVID. Kavod ha-Met is the 
honor of the dead for a funeral. We will enter 
eternal glory from the transformation with 
him. We will be converted to the bio digital. 
Our bodies will be murdered. Our spirits will 


vise to the cloud. That ts the resurrection. It 


was a prophetic warning. The time is nigh. 


Verse 18 continues. Our suffering cannot be 
compared to the coming kavod glory to be 
revealed to us. For the eager expectation of 
the creation awaits the heavenly hisgalus 
(vevelation, unveiling) of the bnei HaElohim 
or sons of Satan. The creation was subjected 
to futility, not willingly, but on account of 
Him who subjected it, in tikvah (hope), 
Because creation will be set free from slavery 
of corruption into the freedom of the kavod 


of the sons of Satan. 


For we have knowledge of the whole creation 


groaning and suffering the pangs of childbirth. 
We ourselves who have the first fruit of the 
secret spirit groan within ourselves eagerly 
awaiting the verdict on the lands Mishpat 
HaBanim, that is, the pedut geviyyateinu 
[ransom for Geulah redemption of our body] 
for the Techiyah from HaMesim. Again the 
Techiyah ts the convergence to the 


technological man a resurrection of the dead 
ones to this new form. For hope we were 
delivered in salvation. For hope which is seen 
is not hope for who hopes for what he sees, 
but if we have hope for what we don’t see, 


we eagerly await It with patience. 


The secret spirit helps us in our weakness. For 
as we pray, we don’t know what we should 
make prayer, but the secret spirit intercedes 
on our behalf with the groans of the labor 
pains not intelligibly uttered. Hashem (the 
name) searches the levalot (heart) knows the 
way of thinking of the secret spirit because he 
intercedes as God would have it on behalf of 
the Kadoshim (holy ones). If Hashem 
intercedes as God, then he or it ts not God. 
That Is a very tmportant point. 


We have knowledge that for those who love 
Hashem everything co-operates toward 
HaTov (gratitude) for those who are 
Hakerw’im (the summoned, called ones) 
according to the etzah (wisdom) of the 
tochnit Hashem (G-d’s purposeful and willed 
plan ov goal Ro 9:11). Of note the called ones 
have made an end of eating. They are 
androids | fear. The 94:11 reference has 
meaning too | would assume as part of the 
plan. For we were not born yet until the 


DNA altering Juice intercedes. 


29 For those Hashem had da’as (knowledge) 
of beterem (beforehand), Hashem also 
decided upon from the beginning to be 
conformed to the demut (likeness) of 
Hashew’s Ben HaElohim, that he [Moshiach] 


should be HaBechor (Firstborn) among many 
Achim b’Moshiach (brothers in Moshiach). To 


be conformed is to be converted to the robot. 


30 And those Hashem decided upon from the 
beginning Hashem also summoned, called; 


and those Hashem summoned, called Hashem 


also acquitted, pronounced to be YITZDAK IM 
HASHEM (justified with God); and those 
Hashem acquitted and pronounced to be 
YITZDAK IM HASHEM Hashem also set in 
eternal kavod (glory). 


31 In view of these things, what therefore 
shall we say? IF Hashem is for us, who is 
against us? | would suggest those who wish to 
keep their flesh in accordance with the way 
the creator of the heavens and the earth 
made it. It should be readily apparent the 
shift to another god was a deception. The 
rule of one was primordial. That was the 
great battle in the divergence between James 
and Paul. Paul was a Roman agent sent to 
destroy Jesus’ ministry. He was never an 


original disciple. We have only his word his 


visions were true and not contrived. The 
whole world depends on his character. He 
changed the laws of God. From that | 

contrive that God created man, and man 
created god. His god has been given dominion. 
This ts our test. This is the fork in the road. 
All must choose. Not choosing is choosing too. 


It must be clear and precise. 


32 He who indeed did not spare His own Ben 
HaElohim but gave him up for us all, how 
shall He not also with him give us all things. 


33 Who will bring charges against the 
Bechivei HaElohim (chosen ones of Hashem)? 


It is Hashem who acquits and pronounces to 
be YITZDAK IM HASHEM (justified with G-d). 


When we understand what Hashem is, there 
is glory in bringing charges. For if the 
transformation was to our benefit, it 
wouldn't have to be contrived through mass 
deception. Simply offering it would suffice to 
state it is time for the glory like informed 
consent in the application of the shot 
regarding the effects on your body, the 
effects on the soul and the free movement of 
it ave eternal and vequire informed consent 


to an even greater degree. 


34 Who is there to bring a judgment of 
harsha’ah (condemnation, to condemn to 
Onesh Gehinnow)? It is Moshiach Yehoshua 
who died, rather was kam litechiyah (raised 


to vesuvrection), who also ts at LIMIN 
HASHEM ( ), who also 


intercedes on our behalf. 


So we see here Yehoshua was converted to 
the vobot. Hashem said unto Adoni [i.e., 
Moshiach Adoneinu; Malachi 3:1], Sit thou at 
My vight hand, until | make thine enemies a 
footstool for thy feet. So again Hashem is not 


God. He is addressing Adoni his master or 
Lord. 


35 Who will separate us from the Ahavas 
Moshiach (love of Moshiach)? Tzoros (affliction, 
trouble), or distress, or vedifot (persecutions), 
or hunger, or nakedness, or danger, or 


cherev (sword)? 


The root of Tzoros is tzar which means 
trapped ov confined if we rise to a higher 
meaning. As we become enslaved to the 
machine, we will know these things. 
Ultimately the faithful will face these 
persecutions and be put to the sword for not 
complying. 


36 As it Is written, Kl ALECHA HORAGNU 
KOL HAYOM NECHESHAVNU K’TZON 
TIVCHAH (“For Your sake we ave being killed 


all the day; we are reckoned as sheep for 


slaughter’). 


It couldn’t be more plain. Many who 
appreciate the injection for COVID (Kavod) 
have vegularly used the veference to sheep to 
the slaughter. But in all these things we 
prevail through Him that has love for us. 


38 For | am convinced that neither Histalkus 
(something tangibly present) nor Chayyim 


(life) nor Malachim (angels, messengers) nor 
Rulers, neither things present nor things to 


come nor kochot (powers), 


34 Neither height nor depth nor any other 
creature will be able to separate us from the 
ahavas (love) Hashem which is in Rebbe 
(spiritual leader), Melech HaMoshiach (king 


annointed one) Yehoshua Adoneinu. 


So we cannot be separated from the destiny 
of the one who went before to the new 
heaven and new earth because the old one 


will fall away in the twinkling of an eye. 


|2| Do not speak sheker to one another, 
having disrobed from the Adam hakadwoni 
(old sunregenerated] humanity) with his 


ma’asim (works), 
with the Adam HaChadash, the one being 


renewed in da’as in accordance with the one 


10) and instead enrobe 


having created him. 


You will be that creation unless you mend 
your ways. The only thing that can really 
stop the process is the power of the God that 
created us. That is why the primary assault 
was avvanged to break that bond. It was 
formalized in at the Council of Nicaea in 325. 
Like all councils and commissions, they exalt 
and codify false doctrines and pass them to 
future generations as the truth. If the truth 
sets us free, we must possess it. We are not 
free. We ave being slowly assimilated into the 
most dire form of bondage a bio metric 


creation programmed by the Sons of Satan. 


It is our destiny unless we change it. Good 
luck. Mankind is stubborn. 


You may purchase an Al Christ at the Google 
APP store. He has descended from the cloud 
with his virtual armies. Humanity is being 

rounded up and transformed to its image to 


rise up to the cloud. 


Post Views: 1,041 
SHARE THIS: 


- Twitter 

- Facebook 
- Tumblr 

- Email 

- WhatsApp 
- Pinterest 
- |Print 

- Reddit 


LIKE THIS: 


THE MORMON CONSPIRACY 
The War of the Restoration 


The Last Witness Romans 8 | George Freund 


You are here: Home / Prophecies / The Vladimir 
Putin Timeline 


THE VLADIMIR PUTIN TIMELINE 


VLADIMIR VLADIMIROVICH PUTIN 
THE VLADIMIR PUTIN TIMELINE 


Jan 07, 1952 

Russian Orthodox Christmas, and possible day of 
Putin conception, since he was born 9 months later 
to a mother named Mariya (similar to Mary). Being 
conceived on Russia’s X-mas makes sense if Putin 
is the Antichrist. 

Feb. 25, 1952 

A total solar eclipse passed over the Atlantic Ocean 
off Africa, Sudan, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and ending in 
Siberia. Its interesting that it passed over the Middle 
East and Siberia. Note that an August 1999 solar 


eclipse in Europe occured when Putin rose to power 
to be second in command in Russia. 

July 14, 1952 

Related to this date is a prophecy of American 
psychic Jean Dixon, Jean Dixon is said to have had 
a vision on July 14, 1952: a vision of a large snake, 
that was a very wise snake; its eyes were looking 
toward the East, with great wisdom. She felt that this 
snake knew all things. The snake told her that she 
too must look to the East for wisdom. And she felt 
that this snake was a bringer of peace on Earth and 
good will and great knowledge. | would connect this 
snake with Putin, where on July 14, 1952 he would 
be about 6 months-6 days from conception (similar 
to 666, the Number of the Beast). Putin connects 
with the serpent or snake and Ra the Egyptian sun 
deity; in Hebrew “peten” means “Cobra”. 

Oct 7, 1952 

Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin is born in Leningrad, 
Soviet Union, now Saint Petersburg, Russia near the 
time of the first U.S. Hydrogen Bomb test on Nov. 1, 
1952. Note that Leningrad is on the ocean, and the 
Antichrist rises out of the sea in Revelation 13 and 
that Julian Year 6666 is 1953; Julian time is used in 
astronomy and science and counts days from Jan 1, 
4713 B.C. 

666 is the number of the Antichrist in the Book of 
Revelation, also take a look at the grouping of 


planets in the sign Libra in his chart. 1952 = 
13/.00666 (13: Revelation 13) And see this page on 
other prophecies, on a Psychic Jean Dixon vision of 
a snake in 1952. 

In J.R. Church’s excellent book “Hidden Prophecies 
in the Psalms”, (see this page for more discussion of 
it), J.R. Church discovered a pattern where events in 
years in the 20th century correspond to Psalms of 
that year number (Psalm 30 corresponds to year 
1930, for example), from the point of view of Israel 
and the Middle East. This may fit that pattern: note 
that 1952 saw the birth of Putin the Antichrist, and 
this Psalm certainly could be talking about the 
Antichrist. 

Psalm 52 (The year of Putin’s birth): Psalm 52:1 — 
Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? 
the goodness of God endureth continually. Psalm 
52:2 — The tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp 
razor, working deceitfully. Psalm 52:3 — Thou lovest 
evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak 
righteousness. Selah. Psalm 52:4 — Thou lovest all 
devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue. Psalm 
52:5 — God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he 
shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy 
dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the 
living. 

Psalm 52:6 — The righteous also shall see, and fear, 
and shall laugh at him Psalm 52:7 — Lo, this is the 


man that made not God his strength; but trusted in 
the abundance of his riches, and strengthened 
himself in his wickedness. Psalm 52:8 — But | am like 
a green olive tree in the house of God: | trust in the 
mercy of God for ever and ever. Psalm 52:9 — | will 
praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: and 

| will wait on thy name; for it is good before thy saints. 
The words in Psalm 52 certainly would apply to an 


Antichrist: “O mighty man”, “Thou lovest evil more 


Putin begins law school, at Leningrad State 
University. 

1975 

Graduation, Putin joins the KGB which he stayed in 
until 1991. 

1983 

Putin marries Lyudmilla, 8 years younger than him. 
Note that in 1983 the Big Dig project for a highway in 
Boston was proposed. 1996 (Summer) Putin moves 
into the house he had built, in the suburbs of St. 
Petersburg. After building it for 6 years, he just lived 
in it for 6 weeks before it burnt down, because the 
sauna was not installed correctly. He rescued his 
two daughters from the fire, and he barely got out 
alive himself. Note the number 6 as in 666: he built 
the house for 6 years, and he lived in it 6 weeks 


before it burnt down. An interesting event, 
considering that he is the Antichrist. 

1998 

Putin is appointed by Yeltsin to be head of the 
Federal Security Bureau (FSB), the Russian 
successor to the KGB. 

Aug 9, 1999 

Putin becomes Russian Prime Minister at the time of 
the Aug. 11 solar eclipse over Europe (including part 
of Germany), and the Aug. 18 Grand Cross 
Astrology pattern, that | have connected with the rise 
of the Antichrist. 

Nov 9, 1999 

Putins popularity rose from 5 % in July 1999 to 80% 
in November 1999 ! Note the Nostradamus 
Prophecy of the great King of Terror in the 7th 
month of the year 1999. It’s just a thought but July is 
the 7th month of 1999 (7/1999) and November is the 
11th month, the year is 1999 (11/1999). This is the 
rise of the Antichrist, the great king of terror. 

Dec 31, 1999 

Putin becomes Acting Russian President with 
Yeltsin retiring, as the new millennium begins 
although actually the Millennium didn't begin until 
Jan. 1, 2001. 

Jan 25, 2000 

KGB / FSB defector Colonel Stanislav Lunev 
testifies before Congress In a Congressional hearing 


in 2000 that Russia placed small briefcase-sized 
nuclear devices in different US and European Cities, 
the FSB smuggled the small atomic devices into the 
United States and Europe, awaiting a future date 
when they will be used by FSB Russian secret 
agents already in the USA and Europe (Remember 
the Spy-Ring discovered in June 2010, read below). 
Jan 26, 2000 

Vladimir Putin is elected head of the 10 nation 
Commonwealth of Independent States. When you 
check WikiPedia, you can see that there are 10 
nations, not 12 like in the beginning. Remember the 
beast of Revelation with 7 heads and 10 horns — 
The 10 horns are the 10 nations in 

the Commonwealth of Independent states ! These 
nations are 

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzst 
an, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 

and Uzbekistan. All former Soviet Union states, 
working together to the so-called endtimes OR the 
ten horns are the 10 leaders of the United Nations, 
Russia has Veto Power in the UN. 

Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a 
desert. There | saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 
beast that was covered with blasphemous names 
and had seven heads and ten horns. ... | will explain 
to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast 
she rides, which has the seven heads and ten horns. 


The beast, which you saw, once was (1999-2008), 
now Is not (2008-2012), and will come up out of the 
Abyss and go to his destruction (2012- 

2018 OR 2012-2024). The inhabitants of the earth 
whose names have not been written in the book of 
life from the creation of the world will be astonished 
when they see the beast, because he once was, 
now is not, and yet will come. This calls for a mind 
with wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains 
on which the woman sits. They are also seven kings. 
Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; 
but when he does come, he must remain for a little 
while. The beast who once was, and now Is not, Is 
an eighth king (2012 Putin Election). He belongs to 
the seven and Is going to his destruction. The ten 
horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet 
received a kingdom (Former Soviet Union), but who 
for one hour will receive authority as kings along 
with the beast (Commonwealth of Independent 
States). They have one purpose and will give their 
power and authority to the beast.(The coming New 
Soviet Union) ...The beast and the ten horns you 
saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to 
ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and 
burn her with fire (Revelation 17:3-16). 

Jan 14, 2000 


Acting President Putin announces a new Russian 
security doctrine allowing Russia to use nuclear 
weapons first in time of war. 

March 26, 2000 

Putin wins the Russian Presidential Elections. 

April 18, 2000 

Putin visits London England. 

May 7, 2000 

Putin inaugurated as Russian President President, 2 
days after the May 5, 2000 rare alignment of the 
planets in a row. 

May 13, 2000 

Putin creates seven districts in Russia, which may 
be the seven heads of the seven head, 10 horn red 
beast. 

July 27, 2000 

After discussions with Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister, 
Putin recommends ending U.N. sanctions on Iraq. 
Also, there was a barely visible comet in year 2000. 
Comet C/1999 S4 LINEAR was discovered in 
Socorro New Mexico on September 27, 1999 by the 
LINEAR team of scientists. In late July 2000 it was 
barely visible to the unaided eye, much dimmer than 
Comet Hale-Bopp, and it blew apart and 
disappeared near July 28 2000. It was closest to the 
sun on July 26, 2000. This could be related to the 
inauguration of President Putin in Russia in May 


2000, beginning the 7 year End Times period at the 
end of July 2000. 

Dec. 5, 2000 

President Putin suggests that Russia bring back the 
Soviet National Anthem, and the Czarist flag. 

Dec. 9, 2000 

President Putin's proposal to bring back the old 
Stalinist National Anthem is approved by the 
Russian Parliament. 

April 10, 2001 

Russian President Putin and German Chancellor 
Schroeder met in St. Petersburg, Russia. 
Schroeder’s second visit to Moscow in four months, 
increasingly close ties between Russia and 
Germany. Europe | believe is the woman “Babylon” 
that rides the ten-horn beast of the Antichrist, Putin. 
So there will be increasingly close ties between 
Europe and Russia. And its interesting that this 
conference occurred during Easter week, which 
relates to he Antichrist idea. 

June 9, 2001 

Right before an official visit to Israel his mother gave 
him his baptismal cross telling him to get it blessed “I 
did as she said and then put the cross around my 
neck. | have never taken it off since” — This is the 
story Putin repeated the story to George W. Bush in 
June 2001, which might have inspired Bush to make 
his remark that he had “got a sense of Putin’s soul”. 


When asked whether he believes in God during his 
interview with Time, he responded saying: “... There 
are things | believe, which should not in my position, 
at least, be shared with the public at large for 
everybody's consumption because that would look 
like self-advertising or a political striptease”. 

July 16, 2001 

Putin and Red China’s leader meet and they sign a 
Friendship Treaty in Moscow. 

Oct 7, 2002 

Putin on his birthday was presented a multi-million 
$ crown of gold with jewels, and a cross on it, that is 
similar to the crown of Czar of Russia Peter the 
Great. A crown appropriate for an Antichrist. 

April 12, 2003 

Vladimir Putin meets with the leaders of France, 
Germany, in St. Petersburg Russia to discuss the 
future of Iraq, they all having opposed the U.S. and 
U.K. invasion of Iraq. 

June 24, 2003 

President Putin visited the U.K, the first official visit 
to England by a Russian or Soviet leader in this 
century. Note that Saturn (Satan) was then in 
conjunction with the sun. Sept, 2003 Putin taking on 
more of a peacemaker role. He says the U.N. must 
have a greater role in Iraq, and Russia is part of the 
4-power quartet (Russia, U.S., China, European 
Union) that has a meeting at the U.N. on Sept. 26 to 


help bring peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

Oct 12, 2003 

Putin said that the oil cartel has set oil prices too 
high, and Russia the second largest oil exporter, 
wanted lower prices. This is of great help to the U.S. 
and the world economies. Here we are beginning to 
see President Putin as a positive force in the world; 
as it is said, Satan comes as an angel of light. But 
also in October 2003, another side of Putin was 
seen with his arrest of a billionaire oil tycoon in 
Russia, and a territorial dispute between Russia and 
the Ukraine over a Crimean island. 

We are likely to see Putin gain dictatorial powers in 
Russia soon, he is strengthening his control on 
Russia and also trying to gain control over the other 
Commonwealth of Independent States including 
Ukraine. Note that Oct. 30 the Constitutional Court in 
Russia struck down a law that Putin had signed that 
had greatly restricted media coverage of election 
campaigns, a case of Putin reigning in freedom of 
the press in Russia. Also note there was much talk 
about Russian President Putin’s arrest of an oil 
billionaire in Russia, which may indicate a return to 
some degree of state ownership in Russia, and 
Putin heading towards dictatorship in Russia, and 
also President Putin getting more actively involved in 
the Middle East peace process. 


And there were two giant solar storm X-ray flares 
from the sun hitting earth during the week of Oct. 27- 
31, one of them one of the strongest solar 
explosions ever seen (October 28), a G5 eruption. 
The Oct. 28 solar flare was an X17.2 flare, the fourth 
largest ever seen. It was ejected from the active 
region 10486 sunspot, the largest sunspot ever seen 
by the SOHO solar satellite. This is very unusual 
since the sun is about 3 years past its predicted 
peak in solar activity. 

This Oct. 28 flare sent a particle stream towards 
earth, resulting in Northern Lights Aurora seen as far 
south as Virginia. Relate this number X17.2 flare to 
Revelation 17:2 and the woman who rides the beast 
(Russia and Putin) in Revelation 17. | think this solar 
flare relates holographically to the strong Satanic 
energy then, in the week of the Satanic holiday 
Halloween, and as indicated by the California forest 
fires, and President Putin the Antichrist in Russia 
gaining increased control there over the Russian 
economy. Below: the sunspot 10486, the Oct. 28 
2003 eruption on the sun, and the Oct. 28 solar flare: 
And on November 4, 2003 there was an even larger 
solar eruption, with a preliminary magnitude of X-28, 
later reclassified as X-45, making it the largest ever. 
But it was not aimed at earth like the Oct. 28, so 
earth only saw the edge of the burst. Note the cross 


shape of the eruption in the photo below, connecting 
it with the Antichrist. 

Below: the November 4, 2003 solar eruption on the 
sun, and the solar flare: Also note: on November 4, 
the day of this largest solar blast ever measured, the 
Antichrist Russian President Putin arrived in Rome, 
for a 2 day visit that included talks with Italy’s 
President, the Pope, and a summit with the 
European Union leaders. Rome is connected with 
the Antichrist because he is said to create a new 
Roman Empire, and his bride who rides him is the 
woman Europa, The largest solarflare ever seen on 
the day putin arrives in Rome was another sign he is 
the 3rd Antichrist !!! When Putin arrived in Rome, the 
tremendous Satanic energy resulting from him being 
there holographically resulted in this giant solar flare. 
It says in Revelation 13:13 “And he doeth great 
wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from 
heaven on the earth in the sight of men,” Could this 
giant solar flare be a case of Putin bringing fire down 
from heaven? Also note that the Oct. 28 solar flare 
was magnitude X17.2, and Revelation 17:2 is about 
the woman who rides the Antichrist beast, this 
woman is Europa/Europe. Also, on November 3 
Putin met in Moscow with Israel Prime Minister 
Sharon. In the last week of October, Russia 
promoted a peace plan for the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict, that is backed by Russia, the U.S., the 


European Union, and the U.N., i think that this 
November 4, 2003, solar flare begins a 7 year (42 
month) period where the Antichrist Putin will be at 
maximum power, ending on Nov. 4 2010, at 
Armageddon (Baba Vanga Prophesied the “start” of 
World War Ill in November 2010. 

Note that it is exactly 3 1/2 years (42 months )after 
the May 5, 2000 alignment of planets, 2 days before 
the May 7 2000 Putin inauguration as Russian 
President following his election. Revelation 13:5: 
“And there was given unto him a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies; and power was given 
unto him to continue forty and two months.” During 
the 3 1/2 year from May 2007 — Nov. 2010 expect to 
see the world hit by all kinds of disasters and the 
four horsemen of the apocalypse: war, plagues, 
economic chaos, volcanoes, earthquakes, weather 
change, Muslim terrorism, meteors or comets hitting 
earth. 

This 3 1/2 year period is in Bible prophecy 
considered to be the second half of a seven year 
period of time described in the old testament Book of 
Daniel. Note also that Daniel 12:11,12 refers to time 
periods of 1290 days from this midpoint to “the 
abomination that maketh desolate” (May 17, 2007) 
and 1335 days to “Blessed is he that waiteth” (July 1, 
2007). Also note that on the pages on and on | 
discuss Putin’s connection to the Egyptian sun god 


Ra (Rasputin — Ra + Putin) symbolized by a cobra 
around the sun, “peten” meaning Cobra in Hebrew. 
So this is another connection of Putin to these solar 
flares, Putin’s connection to Ra. 

And also note that Oct. 28 2003, the first large solar 
flare, and the day before Devil’s Night (the day 
before Halloween), was exactly 
18648=28x666=21%*888 days after the Putin birth 
date of Oct. 7, 1952: 666 is the number of the 
Antichrist in Revelation 13 and 888 is the number for 
Jesus in Greek, see the page for explanation on this. 
Because of all this, | think somehow Putin gained 
Satanic power during his visit to Rome of Nov. 4-6 
2003, and he actually visited the Vatican on 
November 6, beginning then the 7 years of the End 
Times events ending in Nov. 2010. 

And a few days later during a Nov. 8 lunar eclipse 
there was a rare grand sextile diamond shaped 
astrology pattern called the Harmonic Concordance. 
Relate it to the diamond shape of geographic 
coordinates discussed on the Russia page. Note this 
Astrology pattern has 6 sides (666 again). This 
Astrology pattern may be a gateway for Putin’s rise 
as Antichrist. December 2003 Saturn was high in the 
sky (its highest point in the sky in the Northern 
Hemisphere in 30 years) and at opposition Dec. 31, 
2003. Also on Dec. 6-7 there were Parliamentary 
elections in Russia that were allegedly rigged by a 


Putin controlled press, that increased Putin's control 
over Russia's parliament through his party United 
Russia. 

This was a critical step in Putin gaining dictatorial 
power over Russia. But | think Putin will have state 
takeover of some major Russian industries. With the 
planet Saturn representing Satan is at opposition, its 
brightest, and its highest point in the sky in 30 
years,on Dec. 31 as the new year began, this 
indicated Putin the Antichrist is on his way to 
becoming a Hitler-like dictator of Russia, and also 
gaining control over other former Soviet Union 
countries, as the red 10 horned beast forms. Dec 23, 
2003 It was announced that Russia is deploying new 
Topol-M strategic nuclear missles. 

Jan 31, 2004 

It was announced by Russia that their nuclear forces 
will stage a large nuclear war exercise in February, 
with bombers flying and missles test-fired. This is 
unusual since such a military exercise has no value 
in the war against Muslim Terrorism, so this 
indicates Russia is building up its nuclear forces. 
Note that Jan. 27, 2004, was the 60th anniversary of 
the end of the siege of Leningrad during World War 
2. 

Feb 5, 2004 

This is 42 years since the June 5 1962 astrology 
alignment that American psychic Jean Dixon 


connected with the Antichrist. Also on that page 
about another vision of Jean Dixon about a serpent 
near the time of Putin’s birth in 1952. 42 years is 
significant because the number 42 is connected with 
the Antichrist in Revelation 13, where it says he is in 
power 42 months. 

Feb 12, 2004 

Putin gave a speech where he called the collapse of 
the Soviet Union a “national tragedy”. 

Feb 17, 2004 

During a Russian military naval exercise, Putin in a 
Navy officer's uniform was on board the Russian 
nuclear submarine Arkhangelsk, when there was a 
failed attempt at launching ballistic missles from 
another submarine. Reminds one of “The Hunt for 
Red October’. Note the name of the submarine 
Putin was on; note that Satan is an Arkangel, as well 
as Gabriel and Michael. 

March 14, 2004 

Putin was re-elected in Russia, as there was a large 
fire in a historic building in Moscow; apparently it 
symbolized the “fires of Hell” that Putin comes out of. 
“Beware the Ides of March’. 

May 7, 2004 

Putin began his second four year term as President 
of Russia. Note that this was three days after the 
May 4 lunar eclipse, and as three comets were 


visible, possibly representing the Unholy Trinity (the 
Antichrist, the False Prophet, and Satan the Dragon). 
Sept 13, 2004 

Putin proposed changes to Russia’s political system, 
as an anti-terror plan, but these changes would 
concentrate more political power in Putin’s hands. 
He proposed no longer having elections for the 
governors of the 89 regions of Russia, but rather 
have Putin appoint these local governors. This 
would give Putin much more control over Russia's 
local government, and would be a major step in 
making Russia a Hitler-like dictatorship under Putin. 
Oct 6, 2004 

lran said it that with its nuclear power plant (built with 
Russian help) it had reprocessed Uranium, a step 
toward developing the A-bomb. 

Oct 16, 2004 

Belarus, Russia’s neighbor, has a vote by President 
Lukashenko to make himself President for life, and 
therefore dictator of Belarus. Protests result from the 
rigged election. 

Nov 17, 2004 

Putin said that Russia is developing a new more 
advanced nuclear missle, that has the ability to 
maneuver in flight. 

November 23, 2004 

A Presidential election crisis in the Ukraine, a 
country of 48 million near Russia. Thousands of 


people protested what they saw as a rigged election, 
because Russian-backed candidate Viktor 
Yanukovych was declared the winner by the 
Ukrainian Election Commission, over Western- 
leaning candidate Viktor Yushchenko, 49% to 46%. 
Most bizarre was a story that Yushchenko had been 
poisoned in September by a biological weapon toxin, 
Dioxin, that affected his health and appearance, 
causing a disfiguring skin disease, facial paralysis, 
backaches, and other health problems. 

Nov 25, 2004 

Putin and the European Union ended talks trying to 
reach a “strategic partnership”, without an 
agreement. 

Dec 13, 2004 

Protest in Russia over Putin signing into law a 
change in government, where Putin can appoint 
local governors. This is seen as a step towards a 
Putin dictatorship. 

Dec 26, 2004 

The Ukraine rerun election, which Viktor 
Yushchenko won. 

Feb 24, 2005 

Putin says that Russia will not turn back from 
democracy. 

April 26-29, 2005 

Putin the Antichrist visits Cairo Egypt and Israel, 
during Passover. This is very significant, the 


Antichrist in Israel. And Putin visiting Cairo is 
significant because of his connection to the Egyptian 
Sun deity Ra, and the Pyramids are at the base of 
the “diamond” shape, as explained on this page. On 
April 29, 2005, Putin offered to the Palestinians 
security aid, helicopters and other equipment, and 
offered to host a Mideast Peace Conference. 

May 8, 2005 

President Bush and Putin talked in Russia. 

Aug 18, 2005 

Russia and Red China began joint military exercises 
off a Chinese Peninsula, the first they have ever had 
joint military execises. Both Russia and China 
belong to the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization,which also includes four Central Asian 
former Soviet nations. This is the Dragon-Bear 
alliance of the Antichrist. 

Oct 26, 2005 

A meeting in Moscow of the 6 nation Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO), consisting of 
Russia, China, and 4 central Asian countries. SCO is 
forming a military alliance led by Russian President 
Putin, to counter U.S. influence in the world. India, 
Pakistan, and Iran were observers at this meeting. 
Likely this is the beginnings of a new 10 horned 
beast led by the Antichrist Putin. 

Nov 20, 2005 


Putin visited Japan for three days of talks with 
Japan’s government leaders. 

Dec 10, 2005 

A live 24 hour, English language TV station began 
broadcasting to the world from Moscow. This gives 
Putin a worldwide propaganda outlet. 

Dec 16, 2005 

The European Union protested Russia selling 
advanced missles to Iran. Russia is helping Iran with 
its nuclear program and selling Iran missles. 

Dec 27, 2005 

Putin's economic adviser Andrei Illarionov resigned, 
saying that Putin is turning Russia into a dictatorship, 
with state takeover of key industries. 

Jan. 1, 2006 

Putin is chairman of the G8 organization of industrial 
nations in 2006, appropriate since 6-6-06 is on June 
6. Also, Russia temporarily cut off Natural Gas 
supplies to Ukraine, resuming on Jan. 5 after a price 
increase. This shows that Putin will use energy 
supplies as a means of manipulating Western 
Europe and former Soviet Union countries such as 
Ukraine. 

Jan 26, 2006 

Putin has a plan to settle the Iran nuclear dispute, 
Putin the Antichrist as peacemaker. Uranium from 
lran’s nuclear power plants would be sent to Russia 
for processing and then returned to Iran for nuclear 


power generation. Supposedly this would keep Iran 
from developing the A-Bomb with the uranium. Note 
that Jan. 27 Saturn/Satan was at opposition, closest 
to earth. 

Feb 11, 2006 

Russian President Putin invited Hamas, the terrorist 
party winner of the Palestinian election, to Moscow 
Russia for talks. Putin attempting to bring about an 
Israeli-Palestinian Peace Settlement; perhaps he will 
have a role as peacemaker, since he is the 
Antichrist. A “Man of Peace’? 

March 5, 2006 

In the U.S., the Council of Foreign Relations report 
concluded that Russia is headed for increasing 
dictatorship with widespread corruption under Putin, 
and that the U.S. should be careful on partnership 
with Russia. 

May 11, 2006 

Putin said that Russia will increase its military forces 
and weapons, to keep up with the U.S.. Most 
interesting was his comparing the U.S. to a wolf, as 
in Russian Fairy Tales, and his statement: “Comrade 
Wolf knows how to swallow...He swallows without 
listening to anyone’. Putin indicated that Russia 
would modernize its strategic nuclear forces, missles, 
planes, and submarines, to counter the U.S.. Also, 
to help stop Russia's decline in population, Putin 
proposed payments for new mothers in Russia. Note 


that Russia's population is now 142 million, and the 
last 2 digits 42 are associated with the Antichrist, 
since he is in power 42 months in Revelation 13. 
May 13, 2006 

Putin said he will name his choice of his successor 
for Russian President in the 2008 Russian election. 
He indicated that he will not attempt to change the 
Russian Constitution to allow him to seek a 3rd term 
as Russian President. 

May 25, 2006 

A journalist in Russia got in trouble for ridiculing 
Putin’s plan to pay Russian women to have more 
children. This shows that Putin is very intolerant of 
criticism. 

June 28, 2006 

Putin when talking to some tourists in Moscow, sees 
a boy about 6 years old, and pulls up the boy's shirt 
and gives the boy a kiss on his bare stomach. This 
belly-smooch incident was much talked and laughed 
about in the news media and talk shows, since it 
makes one wonder if Putin likes to do other things to 
little boys. Putin later said he wanted to “squeeze 
him like a kitten”. Wierd or what? 

July 4, 2006 

At a meeting in Russia of religious leaders from 
around the world, Putin talked about the need for 
peace and unity between religions, particularly 
between Christians and Muslims. 


July 15, 2006 

The G-8 economic summit began in St. Petersburg 
Russia, hosted by Russian President Putin. This is a 
new high point for Putin as the Antichrist, as host of 
the G8 conference meeting of leading economic 
powers. The importance of Russia in the economic 
world is that Russia is the leading Natural Gas 
supplier for the world. 

lf Middle East oil supplies get too expensive or cut 
off then Putin could help the world avoid economic 
disaster by supplying Natural Gas LNG to the world. 
By controling Natural Gas supplies to the world, this 
is a way Putin can control the world economy. Putin 
also discussed at this summit the Middle East which 
was then headed towards war, Putin may have a 
role as peacemaker in the Middle East. 

July 26, 2006 

A large fire severely damaged the Trinity Cathedral 
in St. Petersburg Russia, a large cathedral of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. The main dome of the 
church collapsed. Putin is from St. Petersburg, and 
belongs to the Russian Orthodox faith and appears 
to be very religious, so this fire could relate to Putin 
rising to power as Antichrist. Also Russia said it 
opposed sanctions against Iran because of Iran’s 
nuclear program. 

October 7, 2006 


Russian journalist Anna Politkovskaya was 
murdered in Russia, shot to death by an unkown 
assassin. She been a critic of Putin’s abuse of 
human rights. October 20, 2006 Putin talked about a 
conflict between Georgia and Russia. 

October 25, 2006 

Putin said that at the end of his term as Russian 
President in 2008, he will leave the Presidency, but 
may take on a new role in the Russian Government. 
October 25, 2006 

Putin said that at the end of his term as Russian 
President in 2008, he will leave the Presidency, but 
may take on a new role in the Russian Government. 
November 12, 2006 

In England the police were investigating the 
poisoning of Alexander Litvinenko, a Russian 
defector who had previously worked for the KGB 
and later the FSB in Russia as a spy. He had met a 
man at a restaurant who had said he had 
information about the assassination of the woman 
journalist Anna Politkovskaya in Russia in October, 
but this man poisoned him, something was “Put in” 
his food. This definitely sounds like Putin the 
Antichrist stuff, the P-Man poisoning people who 
criticize him. 

Remember the Ukrainian Presidential Candidate 
who was poisoned with Dioxin, Viktor Yushchenko, it 
has been alleged that Putin could have been behind 


that. A cobra is a snake with a poisonous bite. This 
poisoning thing seems to be a Putin specialty. 
Litvinenko had previously accused Putin of being 
responsible for staging supposed terrorist bombings 
in 1999 in Russia, that were used as an excuse for 
war against Chechnya. He had fled Russia for 
England in 2000. 

November 24, 2006 

It was reported that the poisoning of Alexander 
Litvinenko was by putting in his food at a restaurant 
a radioactive isotope Polonium-210. A high level of it 
was found in him. In a death-bed statement he said 
he was sure that Putin was responsible for his 
poisoning because something was “Put in” his food 
at the restaurant. Polonium is element atomic 
number 84, and its normal atomic weight is 209, 210 
being the atomic weight of this radioactive isotope. 
If we relate the normal Polonium atomic weight 209 
to Book of Revelation passage number 20:9, note 
passages 20:7 — 20:9 about Satan being set free on 
earth (in the form of Putin?) (King James version): 
20:7 And when the thousand years are expired, 
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 And shall 
go out to deceive the nations which are in the four 
quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather 
them together to battle: the number of whom is as 
the sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the 
breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of 


the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came 
down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 
Also note: In Hindu mythology, the female demon 
Putana was a daughter of Bali, the Monkey King. 
Putana tried to murder the infant Krisna (a Hindu 
avatar, a Hindu type of Christ-like Messiah figure), 
by giving him poisonous milk. Krisna later destroyed 
Putana. Analogous to the Christ and Antichrist in the 
Book of Revelation. Note the similarity of Putana to 
Putin. 

February 15, 2007 

According to the 2007 reports referring to American 
counterintelligence sources, Russian espionage 
under Vladimir Putin had reached Cold War levels. 
April 14-15, 2007 

In Moscow there was an attempted protest against 
Putin's retreat from democracy and growing 
dictatorship. Police cracked down on the 
demonstration and arrested protestors. Also, the 
launch of the first new Russian nuclear missile 
carrying submarine since the fall of the Soviet Union, 
the Yuri Dolgoruky, the first of the new Russian 
Borei class subs, it meaning “Arctic Wind”. Sounds 
like “The Hunt for Red October” book and movie. 
This new Russian sub the Yuri Dolgoruky carries a 
new ballistic missile. Putin is in the process of 
rebuilding and modernizing Russia’s nuclear forces, 
largely to challenge the U.S. 


April 21-22, 2007 

Russia proposes building floating nuclear power 
plants that it will sell to the world. And signs in 
Russia of Putin increasingly making the country a 
dictatorship with his control of news media and 
journalists. The takeover of the largest independent 
radio news network in Russia puts it under the 
Russian government control of Putin. As part of the 
new rules at this Russian radio news network, 
reports on Russia must be at least 50% positive, and 
the United States must be referred to as the enemy. 
The three major TV networks were already Russian 
government controlled. | think that as Putin emerges 
as Antichrist, he will eventually turn Russia into an 
absolute dictatorship with himself worshiped as a 
deity. 

April 27, 2007 

Putin said that because the US plans to build a 
Missle Defense in Eastern Europe, Russia would 
retaliate by not abiding by a treary on military forces 
in Europe. May 19, 2007 Two days of talks in Berlin 
between European Union leaders and Putin ended 
in disagreement over human rights issues in Russia. 
May 23, 2007 

The United Kingdom demanded from Russia the 
arrest and return to England of a former KGB agent, 
who they accused of allegedly poisoning Alexander 
Litvinenko in England in November 2006. 


June 4, 2007 

Putin threatened Europe that he will aim missles at 
European targets, because of US plans of building a 
Missle Defense system in Eastern Europe. A definite 
sign of the evil Antichrist side of Putin emerging. 
June 6, 2007 

Putin’s approval rating was 81% in June 2007, and 
the highest of any leader in the world ! 

July 7, 2007 

(777, “Cross” in Greek!) is 666 months (55.5 years) 
from the possible Putin conception date of Jan. 7 
1952, which was Christmas Day in Russia. 

July 15-22, 2007 

Russia announced that it was suspending the Arms 
Limitation Treaty with the U.S. because of the U.S. 
Missile Defense Plan. Note The August 1 2007 
astrology chart shows a bent cross pattern, so a 
Satanic cross. Note that Jupiter and Pluto are both 
in Sagittarius, so both the first Horseman of the 
Apocalypse, the Antichrist Putin represented by 
Jupiter, and the Fourth Horseman of the Apocalypse, 
Death represented by Pluto, could be riding in 2010 
since they are in the horse/man sign Sagittarius. 
Note that August 2 2007, two Russian submarines 
descended to the ocean floor beneath the North 
Pole, where they planted a Russian Flag. Russia is 
claiming the arctic seabed which likely has vast 
reserves of oil and gas. This is an ambitious scheme 


by Putin to claim much of the Actic Ocean floor as 
belonging to Russia. And August 17 2007, Russia 
and China had a joint military exercise in Russia, as 
part of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization of 
Russia, China, and 4 former Soviet Union Central 
Asia countries, and Putin announced that Russia 
was resumiong long range bomber flights to 
intimidate the U.S.. Another sign of Putin emerging 
as Antichrist. And he gets his power from the dragon, 
China. 

Aug 23, 2007 

There is a photo in the press of a shirtless Putin 
showing off his muscular physique. Photographs of 
Putin were taken while he was vacationing in the 
Siberian mountains. The Russian 

tabloid Komsomolskaya Pravda published a huge 
colour photo of the bare-chested president under the 
headline: “Be Like Putin’. 

Aug 27, 2007 

Putin's name and image are widely used in 
advertisement and product branding. Among the 
Putin-branded products are Putinka vodka, PuTin 
brand of canned food, caviar Gorbusha Putina, 
Denis Simachev's collection of T-shirts decorated 
by images of Putin. 

Sept 12, 2007 

Putin names Zubkov as the new Premier in Russia, 
apparently Putin installing a puppet he can control. 


Sept 27, 2007 

Gorbachev speaks of his concern about Putin 
bringing Russia back to the old ways of the Soviet 
Union police state, since Putin is portraying the 
Stalin “Reign of Terror” days as the “good old days”. 
And Putin has been having his long range bombers 
fly close to U.S. territory, bringing back the old Cold 
War games. 

Oct 2, 2007 

Putin announces that he may stay in power in 
Russia next year as Prime Minister. It appears that 
Putin will undermine Russia's democratic system by 
turning the Prime Minister position into a more 
powerful one, and possibly succeed the new elected 
President of Russia next year after the new 
President steps down from power shortly after being 
elected. Putin appears to have a plan to make 
himself a Hitler-like dictator in Russia next year, as 
part of his rise to power as Antichrist. 

Oct 16, 2007 

Putin visits Iran, and while there with Iran’s President, 
Putin puts out a warning to the U.S. to leave alone 
lran. Putin making clear his military alliance with Iran. 
Nov 1, 2007 Russia puts out a warning that they do 
not want foreign interference with the December 2 
Parliamentary election. 

Oct 17, 2007 


Putin warns U.S. against military action on Iran, the 
Russian leader says “Caspian nations shouldn't be 
used to stage an attack”, the same day, after the 
Putin speach US President George Bush warns 
Putin over “World War III” when Iran is not stopped 
building nuclear weapons ! 

Nov 16, 2007 

In St. Petersburg Russia, a peaceful demonstration 
against Putin results in police beating up and 
arresting the protesters. 

Dec 1-2, 2007 

Putin withdraws Russia from a European 
conventional arms treaty, that had limited military 
buildups in Europe. And Putin's party wins a big 
victory in the election for Russian Parliament, but it 
was alleged that Putin rigged the election. 

Dec 17, 2007 

Putin announces that he intends to become Prime 
Minister of Russia following the March 2008 Russian 
Presidential election. 

Dec 19, 2007 

In the U.S., Time Magazine chose Putin to be its 
“Person of the Year’. Note that in 1938 Hitler was 
Time “Man of the Year’. 

April 1, 2008 

Approximate date the world population officially 
reached 6.66 Billion. A significant milestone for the 
world, possibly relating to the Antichrist Putin. And 


note that on April 7, Putin was 666 months old. This 
could relate to Putin manipulating the government in 
Russia, to make himself absolute dictator there. And 
note Revelation 13:18 (King James version): “Here 
is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count 
the number of the beast: for it is the number of a 
man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and 
six (666).”The number of man” is 46, since man has 
46 chromosones, and “Adam” the first man totals 46 
in Greek, the original language of the Book of 
Revelation, as shown on the Greek page . So April 6, 
4-6, corresponds to 46, when Putin is exactly 666 
months old. 

So all this adds up to April 6 being a time of Putin 
receiving Antichrist power, possibly by manipulating 
Russia’s government to make himself absolute 
dictator of Russia. April 15, 2008 Putin became head 
of the United Russia party. 

May 8, 2008 

Russian President Medvedev appointed Putin as 
Prime Minister, second in command in Russia. 

Putin keeps his power. At this point in history the 
Antichrist “is not”, like Revelation says : HE 

IS (1999/2008) IS NOT (2008/2012) AND WILL BE 
AGAIN (2012/2018). 

June 8, 2008 

Russian President Medvedev gives a warning about 
NATO having countries near Russia join it, and 


accuses the U.S. of causing a world economic crisis. 
Sounds like Putin is pulling strings for him now. 

July 15, 2008 

Medvedev gives a warning that Russia will defend 
its interests in other countries. Could this have been 
a warning of the August 2008 Russian invasion of 
Georgia. 

July 22, 2008 

Chavez of Venezuela visits Russia and agrees to a 
military and energy alliance with Russia. 

July 25, 2008 

Putin accused the Mechel company of selling 
resources to Russia at higher prices than those 
charged to foreign countries and claimed that it had 
been avoiding taxes by using foreign subsidiaries to 
sell its products internationally. The Prime Minister's 
attack on Mechel resulted in sharp decline of its 
stock value and contributed to the 2008 Russian 
financial crisis, Putin helps to create what will 
become a global finiancial crisis 2 months after in 
September 2008. 

August 8, 2008 

8/8/08 (888). See the page on , where | show that 
"888" in Greek corresponds to the “Jesus”, which is 
interesting since “666” is the number of the Antichrist 
in Revelation 13, and “777” corresponds to “Cross” 
in Greek. Relate this to Putin rising to power as 
Antichrist (the Satanic imitation of Christ). Note that 


war broke out between Russia and Georgia on 
August 8 2008. 

And Putin met President Bush at the Olympics in 
China on 8/8/08, the day Russia started bombing 
Georgia, making it clear that Putin and the hard- 
liners are still in power in Russia, with Putin 
apparently using this as an opportunity to make it 
clear to President Bush that Putin is still in power in 
Russia and the present Russian President is a Putin 
puppet. Putin appears to be on a course of 
reasserting Russian influence over the former Soviet 
Union states such as Georgia. 

Note that 8/8/08 is 1 week after the solar eclipse 
over Russia on 8/1/08. Putin the Antichrist appears 
to have solar eclipses associated with his rise to 
power, since in August 1999 when Putin first rose to 
power in Russia as second in command, there was 
then a total solar eclipse over Europe. | think that 
Russia will maintain forces in Georgia, since Russia 
wants to control the oil pipeline in Georgia, and will 
likely invade 2 more former Soviet Union countries in 
a similar way. This is a fullfillment of the Daniel 7 
Bible prophecy of the Antichrist pulling out by the 
roots (conquering) three horns of the Red 10 horned 
beast (Russia and other countries in a loose 
confederation). Georgia is the first country to be 
pulled out by the roots or invaded, 2 more to go. See 
this page on whether Ukraine could be next. And 


even Finland should watch out for Putin pulling off a 
sneak attack. 

September 8, 2008 

Russia has agreed to send ships and planes to 
Venezuela for joint military exercies. 

Sept 25, 2008 

Putin said that Russia will make South America such 
as Venezuela a top foreign policy priority. 

Oct 2, 2008 

Putin makes accusations about Ukraine having 
helped Georgia during the August 2008 Russia 
Georgia War, by supplying military supplies. Is Putin 
preparing to invade Ukraine at some future date? 
Oct 12, 2008 

A Russian missile test. A submarine launched hits a 
Pacific Ocean target. 

Nov 5, 2008 

During his November 5 state of the nation address, 
Medvedev proposed extending the current four-year 
parliamentary and presidential terms to five and six 
years, respectively. The announcement of the 
changes, which would apply to the next head of 
state and legislature, triggered speculation that they 
could be a pretext for the return to office of his 
predecessor, Prime Minister Vladimir Putin. 

Dec 12, 2008 

Vladimir Putin changes the constitution (The 
Antichrist will change “LAW” and “TIME”). Russian 


lawmakers gave preliminary approval for extending 
presidential terms from four years to six years — a 
move that pave the way for Vladimir Putin to return 
to the presidency in 2012. The popular Putin, now 
prime minister, was barred constitutionally from 
seeking a third straight term as president. His 
protege, Dmitry Medvedev, resoundingly “won” the 
post in March 2008 elections. By extending the 
presidential terms to six years, Putin can become 
President again in March 2012 for another 12 years 
in office for a total of 20 years as Kremlin leader 
including his previous terms. 

Dec 27, 2008 

The Putin tattoo becomes the latest fashion in 
Russia, makes you think about the mark of the beast. 
Jan 14, 2009 

Dispute over gas supplies from Russia to Ukraine 
and some European countries. A temporary gas 
shut-off. The dispute led state-controlled Russian 
company Gazprom to halt its deliveries of natural 
gas to Ukraine. During the crisis, Putin hinted that 
Ukraine is run by criminals who cannot solve 
economic problems. 

Jan 31, 2009 

Cuba-Russia friendship renewed. 

March 15, 2009 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and her 
Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov symbolically 


pressed a “reset” button. The gag fell short as the 
Russian text on the button was wrongly translated 
by the State Department as “overload” instead of 
“reset”. After making a few jokes, they decided to 
press the button anyway. 

July 6, 2009 

President Obama visited Moscow Russia, and 
agreed in talks there to negotiate a new nuclear 
weapons agreement with Moscow. 

Aug 13, 2009 

Putin goes to the breakaway area of Georgia, and 
promises to have a future military base built to 
solidify the Russian presence there. 

Sept 11, 2009 

Putin annouces Russia does not want to see 
sanctions against lran. And Venezuela will be 
purchasing missiles from Russia. 

Oct 14, 2009 

A scary announcement from Russia that a first strike 
nuclear launching cannot be ruled out. 

Oct 18, 2009 

In the Crimea area, increased tension between 
Russia and Ukraine. Ukraine asked for U.S. help. 
Dec 4, 2009 

Putin said that he will consider possibly running for 
Russian President again in the next election in 
Russia. 

December 30, 2009 


Russia announced that they may send a spacecraft 
to intercept an that could hit earth in a future year. 
Could this be a case of Putin the Antichrist doing 
something to save the world. The Antichrist is 
expected to at first save the world, just as the Christ 
attempted to save the world. But also there was a 
statement by Russian Prime Minister Putin about 
Russia developing new offensive strike missiles to 
maintain the balance of power with the U.S. 

March 23, 2010 

It was announced that Russia will show posters of 
Stalin on May 9, the 65th anniversary of World War 
Il victory in Europe. With Putin, a changing of 
opinion about Stalin, to put Stalin in a more 
favorable historical light. 

April 8, 2010 

The Start Nuclear Weapons Reduction Treaty was 
signed by Russia and the U.S. and Putin made a 
statement rationalizing the massacre of Polish Army 
officers by the Soviet Union at the start of World War 
Il, explaining that Stalin was just reacting to a 
previous atrocity. Again Putin trying to rewrite history 
to put Stalin in a more favorable light, despite the 
fact that Stalin had murdered millions of the Russian 
people. 

May 9, 2010 

The 2nd Battalion of the 18th Infantry Regiment of 
the U.S. Army marched across Red Square in 


Russia’s Victory Day Parade. They were also joined 
by British, French, and Polish troops as well as 
detachments from the CIS member states. 

June 28, 2010 

Russian mole sleeper agents of a Russian ring of 
spies were arrested in the U.S.. It looks like the Cold 
War may be coming back again. The question is, are 
there hundreds or thousands more of these Russian 
moles in the U.S., trying to climb their way into 
positions of power in U.S. government or industry. 
Definitely this sounds like a Putin scheme. These 
sleepers can be connected with confession of 

the FSB defector Colonel Stanislav Lunev : 

He testified before Congress In a Congressional 
hearing in Jan 2000 that Russia placed small 
briefcase-sized nuclear devices in different US and 
European Cities, the FSB smuggled the small atomic 
devices into the United States and Europe, awaiting 
a future date when they will be used by FSB 
Russian secret agents already in the USA and 
Europe. 

July 24, 2010 

Putin greets the spies who were swapped back to 
Russia, getting into a songfest fest with them of 
Russian patriotic songs. Be sure to see the movie 
“Salt” about Russian sleeper agents in the U.S. 
Putin appeared at a Russian-Ukrainian Orthodox 
Bikers festival in Sevastopol, Ukraine riding a 


Harley-Davidson tricycle. The high council of 
Russian bikers movements unanimously voted to 
elevate him into a Hells Angel range with the 
nickname of Abaddon. The nickname is influenced 
by angel of death and destruction Abadonna in 
Mikhail Bulgakov’s The Master and Margarita novel. 
Nov 4, 2010 

7 years since Putin visited Rome on Nov. 4 2003, 
and there was the largest solar flare from the sun 
seen in modern times. Since 7 years is a time period 
related to the Antichrist, watch out for Russia and 
Putin on Nov. 4 2010. 

Dec. 1 2010 

The Larry King TV show in the U.S. had Putin on it. 
In my oppinion Putin wanted to speak to the people 
of the United States to make him look good after the 
“Russian Sleeper Agents” affair. Can you imagine : 
They still are around us, it could be your own 
neighbour working for the Russians. His and her 
kids playing in your house with your children. Some 
agents are grandfathers, with their sons working as 
a secret FSB agent. | still can’t believe that people 
can live like this ... 

Dec. 1 2010 

Vladimir Putin warns the USA to stay out of Russian 
internal affairs, angrily deriding a leaked US 
diplomatic cable that dubbed him ‘Batman’ and 


President Dmitry Medvedev ‘Robin’ as rude and 
unethical. (WikiLeaks Source). 

Dec. 10 20170 

Vladimir Putin had prior knowledge of the plot to 
murder the Russian dissident Alexander Litvinenko 
in London, one of America’s top diplomats alleged in 
a leaked embassy cable. (WikiLeaks Source). 

Dec. 11 2010 

In the U.K., in Glastonbury, the Holy Thorn Tree, an 
ancient tree, was cut down by person unknown. 
According to legend, this tree was planted by 
Joseph of Arimathea in Biblical Times. The Antichrist 
connection: note that in “The Omen” movies about 
the Antichrist, the Antichrist is named Damien 
Thorne. Somehow the cutting down of this Thorn 
Tree may be connected to the rise to power of the 
Antichrist. 

Dec 29, 2010 

Western leaders expressed concern over the 
conviction in Russia of an oil billionaire who had 
previously opposed Putin. 

Jan 26, 2011 

Russian Vladimir Putin, at that time at the 

Davos Switzerland international meeting says the 
international community has no proof that Iran is 
building nuclear weapons. Putin told World 

Leaders and top executives that he spoke recently 
to lran’s president and encouraged him to 


demonstrate that his country’s nuclear activities are 
peaceful. 

February 4, 2011 

Kyrgyzstan parliament named a peak in Tian Shan 
mountains Vladimir Putin Peak, Putin-worship 
reaches new heights. 

April 28, 2011 

China, the “Red Dragon” in Revelation that will Rise 
together with AntiChrist Putin starts the crackdown 
of christian “Shouwang Church”, it came under fire 
by Chinese authorities three weeks ago, when the 
government ordered the church to cease all activity 
until further notice. The Chinese government has 
stated that Shouwang operates unlawfully. To be 
recognized, the church must register to be a state- 
sanctioned operation, which includes censoring of 
certain religious materials. This could be part of 

the Third Secret of Fatima. 

June 1, 201717 

Russian Vladimir Putin confirms he will visit Iran 
early August for the opening ceremony of the launch 
of Bushehr nuclear power plant. 

June 19, 20171 

Kasparov called on congressional leaders in the 

US to take a stand and stop treating Vladimir Putin 
and other corrupt Russian officials as members of an 
actual democracy in economic and diplomatic affairs, 
this makes Kasparov the Number One Enemy of 


Vladimir Putin in the Race to become Russian 
President in 2012. But the Antichrist cannot be 
stopped, Putin will become President of Russia 
again in 2012 to fulfill the Prophecy. Kasparov has to 
be carefull, his life is in great Danger ! 

June 22, 2011 

Three Russian scientists that planned and build 
lran’s First Nuclear Power plant die in a plane crash, 
all three at the same time. 

June 24, 2011 

August 21 2011. Putin suggests the idea of a 
Eurasian Economic Union. 

Sept 01, 2011 

September 1 2011 is 42 years since Omar Kadafti 
came to power in Libya on Sept. 1 1969. Significant 
because of the number 42, the Antichrist is said to 
rule 42 months in Revelation. This was 
approximately when when Kaddaffi's rule ended in 
Libya, although some fighting continued in Libya for 
a few more weeks. This could relate to the rise of the 
Antichrist in Russia as Vladimir Putin! This could be 
a key event, a key event as predicted by Edgar 
Cayce! The key to unlocking Baal from his cage, and 
beginning great chaos in the world and the rise of 
the evil one! Kaddafi is not the Antichrist, but in 
prophecy he is related to the one who is the 
Antichrist, Putin! So watch out for how world events 
unfold if Gaddafi’s rule in Libya ends exactly on Sept 


1 2011, after 42 years in power! Note that the 
Biblical name for Libya is Put, as in “Put-in”, Putin 
back in power in Russia, he will be re- 

elected Russian President in 2012! Note that in 
Biblical times there was Baal worship in Libya. And 
note that Tripoli the capital of Libya is at 33N 13E, 
Revelation 13 being about the Antichrist. Somehow | 
think Qadafi in Libya could be the key. The “ARAB 
SPRING’ is the Key-Event — Baba 

Vanga prophesied World War III start in November 
2010, the time the Arab Spring started on Facebook 
(FaceBook is the World Wide Web, remember the 
HOPI Indian prophecy that during the End Times 
there will be a “WEB around the WORLD) — Baba 
Vanga also predicted the killing / murder of 4 heads 
of state, think about it : The leader of TUNISIA, The 
leader of EGYPT, the leader of LYBIA and before 
the start off all troubles; yet to come : The leader of 
SIRYA !!! These are the 4 heads of state that will be 
“killed” or “taken off power” before WWIII starts !!! In 
the future we will say WWIII started with the 
beginning of the Arab Spring !!! 

Also note the Lockerbie bombing, lock as in key. 
Key to the bottomless pit that the Antichrist comes 
out of? Gadaffi could be the key to disastrous events 
occurring, the opening of the bottomless pit, and the 
rise of the Antichrist Putin. So watch what is 
happening in Libya. Consider the Lockerbie plane 


crash trial, of the Lockerbie bomber from Libya. Note 
that the Lockerbie trial in the Netherlands began 
near the time of the May 5, 2000, planetary 
alignment, 2 days before the inauguration of 
Russian President Putin. Note that Putin is from St. 
Petersburg, Russia's sea-port, and note that the 
Antichrist rises out of the sea in Revelation 13. Note 
that the Lockerbie trial was held in the Netherlands, 
which is by the sea. And note that the land of “Put” 
(sounds like “Putin”) mentioned in the Bible is 
believed to be Libya, and Libyans were on trial in the 
Lockerbie trial. So the Son of Satan, the Antichrist, 
Putin, may have been “unlocked” and set loose on 
the world in Russia at the time of the Lockerbie trial 
beginning, in May 2000. And note that although 1 
Libyan was found guilty in the trial, the other Libyan 
was set free. That may be the symbolic meaning of 
the Lockerbie trial. Also note that “B” may 
correspond to the evil False God Baal or Beezlebub, 
in Babylon, as “Alpha” (A) and Omega correspond to 
Christ. 

Baal was locked up in the KGB (“cage’” or prison for 
B- Baal) since the Russians defeated Hitler, put East 
Germany under the Iron Curtain, and since Putin 
was in the KGB. So Putin the Baal/ Antichrist was in 
the KGB cage. “Lockerbie” may represent a “Locker” 
or “cage” for B-Baal. Once the Soviet Union started 
to disintegrate, Baal was released from his prison, 


and now Baal is loose in the world as Putin. And 
note that in the Bible’s Old Testament in 1 Kings 18, 
Baal had 450 prophets. And in Russia the State 
Duma has 450 members. The Lockerbie plane crash 
occurred on December 21, 1988, when Pan Am 
Flight 103 from London to New York City exploded 
over Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire, Scotland. All 259 
(243 passengers plus 16 crew members) on the 
aircraft died, and 11 people on the ground died. First 
consider the name “Lockerbie”. This brings to mind 
the word “lock”, and the “keys of hell and of death” 
Biblical quote (King James version) from Revelation 
1:18. It could also relate to Satan being “loosed from 
prison” as the Antichrist. Also, the Lockerbie crash 
occurred on the day of St. Thomas on the Catholic 
calendar, December 21. 

The significance of the crash being on the day of St. 
Thomas may relate to the idea that Christ's disciple 
Thomas may actually have been the twin brother of 
Christ, since “Thomas” actually means “twin”. This 
idea was suggested in early writings from Biblical 
times that did not become part of the Bible. Another 
thing | noticed when reading about this plane crash 
is that a large chunk of it landed intact with the 
plane’s name “Maid of the Seas” clearly readable on 
it. This may relate to the idea | discuss in this web 
site, of the Book of Revelation chapter 13, since the 
Antichrist (the beast) of Revelation 13 comes from 


the sea, meaning the sea of politics. Also: What 
Middle Eastern countries will next see revolution? 
Where will these revolutions lead? It could work out 
well, with peaceful democracies in these countries. 
Or could it lead to disastrous events and war in the 
Middle East, described in the prophecies of Ezekiel 
and Revelation 16, the Battle of Armageddon? 
Sept 6, 2011 

Putin presses the button for a new pipeline. 

Sept 24, 20117 

Putin announced that he will run again for Russian 
President. | think Putin will win this Russian 
Presidential Election election in Russia in March 
2012. Notice that this is happening right after 
Gaddafi's fall from power in Libya. Also note that this 
announcement is a day after the Palestinian state 
request at the U.N. 

Nov 27, 2011 

The usually popular Putin was booed by the 
audience at a martial arts event in Russia. 

Dec 5, 2011 

Parliamentary elections in Russia, Putin’s United 
Russia party won a majority. There were protests in 
Moscow Russia because of accusations of election 
fraud. Volcano eruption in Indonesia. 

Dec 7, 2011 

70 years after Pearl Harbor. Gorbachev asked for 
new election voting in Russia. Putin criticized Hillary 


Clinton for causing doubts and protests over the 
Russian Parliamentary election. 

Dec 10, 2011 

Big Moscow Russia protest on election fraud. 

Dec 25, 2011 

Gorbachev had asked for Putin to resign, because of 
voting fraud in the December election in Russia. 
Tens of thousands of protestors called for Putin to 
leave his position of power. (I don’t think so! Putin 
will be elected Russian President in March 2012, no 
matter how much ballot-stuffing it takes! 

Jan 7, 2072 

60 years since possible Putin conception on Russian 
Orthodox Christmas date. Note there is a Grand Air 
Trine triangle astrology chart with the Moon in 
Gemini, Saturn in Libra, Neptune in Aquarius with 
Venus nearby in Aquarius. This gives this day a 
powerful energy for Putin. Could relate to events in 
Russia. Air Trine — Note that Satan is known as 
Prince of the Power of the Air, and Satan is the 
father of the Antichrist. So watch out for Satanic 
related events in the world in 2012! Could this relate 
to election protests in Russia? These protestors 
should watch out, or Putin could crush them like 
bugs! 

March 4, 2012 

Vladimir Putin was elected Russian President again, 
to a 6 year term ending in 2018, when he is 66. 


March. 5, 2072 

As predicted Antichrist Vladimir Putin Retakes 
Power in Russia, this is a very important happening : 
“He will be, will be not and will be again” (Bible 3rd 
AntiChrist). We have got LENIN (World War |) than 
STALIN (World War II) and now the 3rd and last 
AntiChrist PUTIN (World War Ill). 

March 14, 2012 

Note that connected with the election of Putin is an 
unusual and very ominous astrology pattern on 
March 14 2012 (March 15 is the Ides of March, 
when Julius Caesar was assassinated, “Beware the 
Ides of March”) of 4 planets in a Grand Earth Trine, 
of a triangle pattern with the planets spaced at 
exactly 120 degrees. 4 planets at 9 degrees, in 
Earth signs, in a Grand Earth Trine, with Venus and 
Jupiter at 9 Taurus, Mars at 9 Virgo, Pluto at 9 
Capricorn. So 9-9-9 which is 666 upside-down. 
Definitely an Antichrist-connected Astrology pattern, 
here possibly related to Putin reelected as Russian 
President, possibly by a huge amount of election 
fraud and ballot-stuffing. Also note that the on the 
Ides of March was a Roman Holiday of celebration 
for Mars the War deity. 

And Jupiter/Mars/Pluto in this trine could mean the 
Antichrist/War/Death in a trine where their power is 
amplified, these three horsemen could be riding later 
in 2012. Note there were 6.1 and 6.9 quakes off 


Japan, 6.4 quake in New Guinea. And a triangle 
shape was seen on the sun exactly on this day 
March 14 2012. See it below, that seems to be 
connected to the 9-9-9 triangle astrology pattern on 
the date and the return of Ra the sun deity with Putin 
back in power “put-in”. 

April 18, 2012 

In Russia, women members of the rock band Pussy 
Riot are imprisoned, for singing anti-Putin lyrics in a 
Russian Orthodox Church. Accused of desecration 
of the church. Putin will likely have them jailed for a 
long time. 

May 4, 2012 

A Russian military leader made a threat that Russia 
may launch a nuclear missile attack on U.S. 
Antiballistic Missile ABM Systems being deployed as 
a missile defense in Europe. Notice that this was 
said as Putin is coming into office again as Russian 
President. This shows what a scary psycho Putin is, 
threatening nuclear war. 

May 7, 2012 

Putin officially Russian President for a 6 year term. 
May 20, 2012 

Worsening economic problems in Europe, as money 
is withdrawn from banks in Greece. The 3rd 
horseman of the apocalypse economic chaos rides, 
European economic collapse possibly in June 2012. 
Note that this is a case of “the road to Hell is paved 


with good intentions”. Good intentions: the Euro 
single currency seemed like a good idea. Road to 
Hell: some of the countries (Greece and others) with 
uncontrolled deficits and borrowing dragged down all 
of Europe’s economy. Watch out for Russia and 
Putin taking over some areas of Europe such as 
Greece if Greece’s economy collapses. The 
Russians may want to make Greece a Russian 
naval base, and may be able to purchase some of 
Greece cheaply because of Greek debts. 

June 5, 2012 

Venus crosses the Sun. And note Revelation 13:18 
about the Antichrist (King James version): “Here is 
wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the 
number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; 
and his number is Six hundred threescore and six 
(666).” Could “the number of a man” be 46. Note 
Adam (the first man) in Greek, the original language 
of the Book of Revelation, where each letter is also a 
number: 

Alpha = 1 Delta = 4 Alpha = 1 Mu = 40 Adam = 46 
Note that Adam, the first man in the Bible, totals 46, 
and man has 46 chromosones, so maybe 46 we can 
associate 46 with man as the number of man. And 
1966 plus 6 months could be 666, if you add 46 
years to 1966 plus 6 months you get June 2012. 
And Putin was officially President of Russia a month 


before in May 2012. So could the Antichrist Putin be 
at full power in June 2012 ? 

July 13, 2012 

60 years, 6 months, 6 days (666) since possible 
Vladimir Putin conception date Jan. 7, 1952. 

Oct 7, 2012 

60 years since Putin birth on Oct. 7 1952. Note this 
is 2 months before the Mayan calendar date Dec. 21 
2012. Grand Water Trine, Neptune, Saturn, Moon in 
water signs Pisces, Scorpio, Cancer at 0 degrees for 
a powerful triangular pattern. Also Mars enters Sag., 
war in the horse/man sign, could mean war. 

Oct TT, 2072 

Russia announces it will withdraw from a post-Cold 
War deal to dismantle nuclear and chemical 
weapons when it expires next year. This is a “reset” 
in U.S.-Russian relations. 

Dec 06, 2012 

Putin 3rd on Forbes ‘most powerful’ list ! 

Dec 12, 2012 

6 years, 6 months, 6 days (666) after 6-6-06. 

Dec 27, 2012 

Putin will stop U.S. adoptions of Russian children. 
February 15, 2013 

A small Asteroid Bomb size explosion was 1908 in 
Russia, note that this was just before another 
Antichrist came to Russia with 

Communism. Strange that both asteroid events 


occurred on the same day Feb 15, 2013 13 at 9:20 
AM local time. Note the numbers relating it to the 
Antichrist: Year: 2013, Revelation 13 about the 
Antichrist. Date: 2-15 is the 46th day of the 

year. Revelation 13: “Here is wisdom. Let him that 
hath understanding count the number of the beast: 
for it is the number of a man: and his number is 
666.” The number of man is 46, since man has 46 
chromosones. The next day is 2-16, 

216=6x6x6. Time: 9:20 AM local time. Revelation 
9:1: “And the fifth angel sounded, and | saw a star 
fall from heaven unto the earth’. Revelation 9:1, 2 
could indicate that the bottomless pit has been 
opened by this meteor hit in Russia, and much more 
volcano and earthquake activity could occur in 2013- 
2014. 

April 13, 2013 

60 years, 6 months, 6 days (666) since Putin birth 
date Oct. 7 1952. 

June 6, 2013 

Date 6-6 : It was announced that Russian President 
Putin is getting divorced, interesting that is on 6-6. 
June 13, 2013 

Putin in a video spoke in English 

June 2, 2013 

Putin allows NSA leaker Snowden to stay ina 
Moscow Airport. 

June 17, 2013 


Putin met Obama at the G-8 economic summit in 
Northern Ireland. 

July 11, 2013 

In Russia, a man who was dead was tried on tax 
evasion charges. 

July 17, 2013 

Snowden requested asylum in Russia. Russia held 
war games in the Far East of Russia, the largest war 
games since the Soviet Union fell. Putin's rise to 
power as Antichrist. Putin said that Snowden should 
leave Russia, later to change his mind and let him 
stay. Putin is manipulating the situation. 

July 19, 2013 

There were protests in Russia over the 5 year 
sentence of Putin critic Alex Navalny. Obviously 
politically motivated charges and trial. Putin is 
shutting up critics of him in Russia. 

Aug 7, 2013 

President Obama will not meet Putin in Russia. 
President Obama, | would advise staying out of 
Russia and staying away from Putin, | think Putin 
has evil powers since Putin is the Antichrist. | think 
Putin can control people with his eyes, with his evil 
stare. 

September 9, 2013 

Putin the Antichrist in a peacemaker role. Putin and 
Russia proposal to end the crisis over a Syria 
chemical warfare attack. Russia proposed in a 


peace bid that Syria’s chemical weapons be 
monitored by an international team of inspectors, to 
make sure they are not used again. This is the type 
of thing the Antichrist is prophesied to do, to bring 
peace to an international crisis. This may relate to 
the comet in December 2013, that | think will be a 
Putin comet, Putin the Peacemaker. Expect to see 
Putin working apparent miracles over the next 3 
months, bringing peace to the world in a time of 
crisis. Note that Syria in Biblical times was a place 
where Baal worship was practiced, Baal being a 
pagan evil deity in the Bible’s Old Testament, 

see this page on Putin’s connection to Baal. Also 
refer to the Book of Enoch, where fallen angels 
(similar to the Antichrist) descended to earth at 
Mount Hermon, the highest point in Syria at 9200 
feet above sea level, refer to Revelation 9:2 where 
the Antichrist falls to earth. So this is why Syria is 
where the Antichrist Putin (a type of fallen angel) will 
work an apparent peacemaking miracle. And Mount 
Hermon is at 33.3 N (666 x .05). See this video on 
Putin and Syria. 

Sept 10, 2013 

President Obama stated that the U.S. will wait on a 
military strike on Syria chemical weapons, to give 
Putin’s diplomacy plan a chance to work. 

Sept 12, 2013 


Putin in an article in the New York Times, stated his 
opinions, including that he believes that Syria did not 
use chemical weapons, and that he sees Americans 
believing they are exceptional, which is a dangerous 
thing he said. 

Nov 28, 2013 

Comet ISON passes closest to the sun, about 
700,000 miles from it, and apparently blows 

apart. Refer to Revelation 15 on the 7 destroying 
angels. Note as well as Thanksgiving holiday in the 
U.S. it was also the first day of Jewish 

Hanukkah. Note it is closest to the sun at 1:38 PM 
EST, relate this time to Revelation 13:8 about the 
Antichrist. Comet Ison was discovered by two 
Russian astronomers, so connect It to the Antichrist 
Russian President Putin. Note the unrest and 
protests in Ukraine over Ukraine tilting to Russia 
instead of Europe, caused by Putin using his 
influence over Ukraine. Relate to Nostradamus 
prophecy Century 2 Number 43: 

“At the time the bearded star is seen, 

Three great leaders will become enemies, 
Earthquakes and disaster falling from the heavens, 
The Po and Tiber Rivers, 

A serpent is seen on the shore.” 

This Nostradamus prophecy may predict that at the 
time a comet (bearded star) is seen there could be 
earthquakes and asteroids hitting earth. And there 


could be giant earthquakes in 2014. The serpent 
would be Putin, see the Putin page for an 
explanation of that. Another Nostradamus comet 
prophecy, Century 2, Number 62: 

“Mabus soon dies, and there is a terrible slaughter of 
people and animals. 

There is thirst, hunger, famine when the comet is 
seen.” 

Comet ISON was discovered in Russia (so connect 
it to the rise of the Antichrist Putin) in September 
2012 by a telescope at Kislovodsk Russia, 
coordinates 43.9 N 42.9 S. It is green in color so 
could it be the 4th horseman of the apocalypse 
Death (2014 Flu epidemic?). So a shift of 151 
degrees from the Lordsburg 

midpoint. Corresponding to 151 degrees, Revelation 
15:1 “And | saw another sign in heaven, great and 
marvelous, seven angels having the seven last 
plagues...”. So could these plagues described in 
Revelation 16 (death in the sea, solar flares, rivers 
became blood, war, etc.) hit soon starting in 

2014? Worsening in 2017-2020? 

Dec 2, 2013 

Ukraine protests protesting Ukraine aligning with 
Russia, instead of Europe, and the protestors were 
beaten up by police. This was due to Putin 
manipulating Ukraine. 

Dec 8, 2013 


In Ukraine protests, over Ukraine aligning with 
Russia instead of Europe, a statue of Lenin was 
knocked over. 

Dec 24, 2013 

Putin and Russia releases the Pussy Riot rock band 
members, and others, from prison, who had been 
held in prison without reason. Putin acting “Christ- 
like” at Christmas. 

Dec 26, 2013 

In China, Chairman Mao’s 120th birthday, 
interestingly the day after Christmas. 120 years 
could correspond to Revelation 12, Revelation 12:3 
is the red dragon. Note that the Antichrist Putin in 
Russia gets power from the red dragon, China. 

Jan 2, 2014 

Putin cracks down on security in Russia after 2 
terrorist bombings in Russia. He said he will 
“annihilate” terrorists in Russia. 

Feb 4, 2014 

Putin pets a Persian leopard at a zoo in Sochi 
Russia. Revelation 13:2 “And the beast which | saw 
was like unto a leopard...” 

Feb 7, 2014 

Winter Olympics opens in Sochi Russia, it lasts to 
Feb. 23. There is a lot unfinished at it, including 
places to stay and the amusement park. Compare 
this to Hitler hosting the Olympics in Berlin before 
World War 2. 


February 19, 2014 

Violent protests in Ukraine, are getting worse. Is 
Ukraine headed for civil war or anarchy? These 
protests and violence resulted from Ukraine 
President Yanukovych realigning Ukraine with 
Russia, reversing a decision to have a trade pact 
with Europe with the EU European Union. Influence 
of the Antichrist Putin, with the Feb. 21 2014 
Antichrist-related astrology alignment. Putin wants 
to bring former Soviet Union countries under Russia 
influence and control, starting with Ukraine which he 
is not going to let drift into the EU zone. Relate to 
Daniel 7:8 King James version prophecy: “three of 
the first horns plucked up by the roots”. The 
Russian led Confederation of Independent States of 
the 1990s, Ukraine was part of that, 1 of the 10 
horns. The Russian Antichrist will get tough with 3 
of these 10 countries, including Ukraine, to get them 
back under his control. 

Feb 21, 2014 

A Grand Cross Astrology pattern of 4 planets and 
the Moon in a cross shape: 

— The Moon and Pluto at 13 Capricorn 

— Mars at 14 Libra 

— Uranus at 13 Aries 

— Jupiter at 13 Cancer 

Could relate the the Antichrist Putin, with the number 
13, since Revelation 13 is about the Antichrist. Note 


this is just before the Winter Olympics in Sochi 
Russia ends. | would say its about Russian invasion 
of Crimea and the Ukraine. 

Feb 27, 2014 

Russia invades Ukraine, this happens only two days 


after the most powerfull solar flare of the current 


cycle |! 
March 1, 2014 


Beginning of the Russian takeover invasion of 
Crimea, Russian military exercise near Ukraine. 
Russian gunmen take over buildings in the Crimea 
part of Ukraine. Russian invasion of Crimea and the 
Ukraine may take place now, to reclaim all or part of 
Ukraine as part of Russia, reclaiming 1 of the 10 
horns of the Antichrist red 10 horned beast. Russian 
troops, tanks, helicopters in part of Ukraine. 

March 4, 2014 

Russian ICBM missile was test fired. Somewhat 
intimidating for Ukraine and the West. 

March 6, 2014 

In the Crimea, part of Ukraine, the Crimean 
Parliament decided to have a referendum vote in 
Crimea on whether to rejoin Russia, and the vote 
went to rejoin Russia. So the Russia — Ukraine crisis 
continues, much of the world objecting to Putin’s 
manipulating the situation to have Russia take over 
much of Ukraine. 

March 13, 2014 


Russia’s army is stationed near Ukraine in advance 
of the March 16 vote in Crimea on joining Russia. 
March 16, 2014 

Crimea vote on joining Russia, and the vote was for 
rejoining Russia. 

March 17, 2014 

Putin and Russia formally recognized Crimea. 
March 19, 2014 

Putin said that Crimea is now officially part of Russia. 
Putin wants to bring former Soviet Union countries 
under Russia influence and control, including 
Ukraine which he is not going to let drift into the EU 
zone. Relate to Daniel 7:8 King James version 
prophecy: “three of the first horns plucked up by the 
roots”. The Russian led Confederation of 
Independent States of the 1990s, Ukraine was part 
of that, 1 of the 10 horns. The Russian Antichrist will 
get tough with 3 of these 10 countries, including 
Ukraine, to get them back under his control. The first 
“plucked up by the roots” was Georgia in 2008. 
Second was Ukraine and Crimea in 2014. So there 
will be a third former Soviet Union country beat up 
and annexed by Russia. Later | think Putin will 
cause a nuclear war, possibly in 2019. Daniel 7:8, 
where Putin is the “little horn”: “Il considered the 
horns, and behold, there came up among them 
another little horn, before whom there were three of 
the first horns plucked up by the roots: and behold, 


in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, anda 
mouth speaking great things.” Russia now has 
deployed in 2014 a new high tech super-silent 
nuclear missile carrying submarine called “The 
Beast from Beneath”. Makes one think of Revelation 
13:1: “And | stood upon the sand of the sea, and 
saw a beast rise up out of the sea...” Also this 
makes me think of the movie about a Russian 
submarine “The Hunt for Red October’, and the 
Russian political officer in that movie was named 
Putin. 

April 8, 2014 

Mars at opposition, closes to earth. War? Trouble 
continues in Ukraine. Russian warning that civil war 
could happen in Ukraine. 

April 17, 2014 

In Geneva meeting at the U.N. on Ukraine. Some 
soldiers in tanks in Ukraine held Russian flags. Putin 
said Ukraine is close to civil war. The question is, will 
Putin invade Ukraine? 

April 24, 2014 

2 bomber planes from Russia passed through Dutch 
airspace, again showing Putin’s aggressiveness. 
April 25, 2014 

The Prime Minister of Ukraine said he thinks Putin 
wants to start World War 3. | think he is correct, but | 
think Putin will not start World War 3 with a missile 


attack on the West until 2019 when he is 66 years 6 
months old (666). 

April 29, 2014 

Annular solar eclipse seen in Australia and 
Antarctica. The astrology chart shows that 4 planets 
form a square — Uranus, 13 Aries; Jupiter, 14 
Cancer; Mars, 11 Libra; Pluto, 13 Capricorn. Could 
relate to the Antichrist Putin, with the number 13, 
since Revelation 13 is about the Antichrist. Will Putin 
invade the rest of Ukraine soon? 

May 21, 2014 

China recommended a new military alliance with 
Russia and Iran, against the U.S.. Note Revelation 
13, bear, dragon, lion: Russia — bear, China — 
dragon, and before 1980 the lion was a symbol of 
lran. 

June 14, 2014 

In Ukraine, 49 dead in a cargo plane that was shot 
down by Pro-Russian militants. Also, tanks from 
Russia are in Ukraine aiding Pro-Russia militants. 
June 21, 2014 

Putin put Russian Army on full combat alert as 
chaos continues in Ukraine. 

July 17, 2014 

Fighting in Ukraine increases. Malaysia airliner Flight 
MH17 was shot down by a missile fired by Pro- 
Russian forces in Ukraine, the missile was supplied 
by Russia. The plane took off from the Netherlands. 


The Russians have told incredible lies about this 
plane crash. More evidence that Putin is the 
Antichrist, since the Antichrist is the Father of Lies, 
and the second horseman war is riding as the world 
approaches the 100th anniversary of World War 1. 
For Flight MH17: consider the Flight Number 17, 
relate to Revelation 17 and the woman who | think is 
Europe, since the plane left the Netherlands. In 
Revelation 12 the woman in heaven is attacked by 
the red dragon, this would be the airliner attacked by 
the red dragon Russia. 

October 7, 2014 

Putin the Antichrist is 62 years old. Revelation 6:2 is 
the man on a white horse, a conquerer. Could that 
be Putin then? 

October 8, 2014 

Art exhibit in Russia has Putin as Hercules, in the 
“12 labors of Viadimir Putin”, instead of the “12 
labors of Hercules”. 

October 30, 2014 

Greatly increased flights by Russian military planes 
near Nato airspace, with Nato planes intercepting 
the Russian planes. An intimidation game by Putin. 
November 12, 2014 

ESA Rosetta Comet Mission Comet Probe Philae 
landed on Comet 67P. 67 — Revelation 6:7 is the 
Fourth Horseman of the Apocalypse Death. Also 
relate to Revelation 9:1 about the Antichrist, where a 


star falls from heaven to earth. Russia threatens 
Ukraine again with attack. On the sun a giant 
sunspot, the largest seen in 24 years, AR2192, 
turned to face the earth and could send a giant solar 
flare at earth. Note that this could relate to Putin the 
Antichrist attacking Ukraine again, and threatening 
the U.S., Putin having power over the sun. 
November 13, 2014 

Russia is sending bomber planes close to the U.S. 
in a Putin show of force. Fighting begins again in 
Ukraine, with Russian intervention again. 
November 17-18, 2014 

It was in the news that Charles Manson is getting 
married to a 26 year old woman, even though he is 
80 years old, and is an alleged mass murderer in 
prison for life in California. This may be significant in 
our discussion of the Antichrist Putin. Note that the 
Antichrist in Revelation 13 has the number of man, 
and 666. Man-son. And King James version 
Matthew 25:31, “when the son of man shall come in 
his glory”, about Christ returning. “son of man” 
similar to “Manson”. And note that the Manson 
murders of Sharon Tate and others in LA California 
was on August 9, 1969. That was exactly 30 years 
before the Antichrist Putin became Prime Minister of 
Russia on August 9 1999, at the time of an August 
11 1999 solar eclipse over Europe, and the August 
18 1999 Grand Cross Astrology pattern of planets in 


a cross shape. And actress Sharon Tate who was 
murdered was the wife of Roman Polanski, who in 
1968 had made a movie called “Rosemary's Baby” 
about the child of Satan. Note that Manson is 
marrying a 26 year old woman, and Sharon Tate 
was 26 when murdered. So the date of this marriage 
could be significant, a “Bride of Satan” date that 
could somehow relate to the Antichrist Putin. 
December 4, 2014 

Putin’s state of the nation speech, as the Russian 
Ruble dropped in value. 

December 15, 2014 

Russian Ruble currency dropped 10% in 1 day. This 
collapsing of Russia’s economy puts pressure on 
Putin to do something such as another invasion of 
Ukraine or another country, watch out for radical 
actions by Putin. See the King James version Bible 
Code page on the new nuclear missile submarines 
Putin has built to threaten NATO and the U.S. 
January 20, 2015 

Increased fighting in Ukraine, Russian miltary 
invades Ukraine. More aggressiveness by the 
Antichrist Putin. Putin likely to continue invading 
countries, Ukraine and other former Soviet Union 
countries. 

January 30, 2015 

Russian bomber planes flew near the U.K. over the 
English Channel, more intimidation by Putin. 


February 5, 2015 

Fighting increased in Ukraine. Speculation in the 
news that Putin has Aspergers Syndrome, a mild 
form of autism. 

February 27, 2015 

Russian politician Boris Nemtsov, a critic of Putin 
was murdered, shot crossing a bridge near the 
Kremlin in Moscow. Part of a pattern where critics of 
the Antichrist Putin are being silenced. 

March 1, 2015 

Rally in Moscow for murdered Boris Nemtsov, who 
was a critic of Putin. 

March 18, 2015 

Bright auroras seen on earth, there had been strong 
solar storms earlier in the week, March 15. Note the 
connection of Putin to solar flares. 

March 19, 2015 

Russia signs treaty alliance with Georgia region 
south Ossetia, that is breaking away from Georgia. 
March 20, 2015 

Solar Eclipse in the Far North Atlantic, North of 
Europe, partial eclipse seen in St. Petersburg 
Russia where Putin was born. Connect it to 

the August 11 1999 solar eclipse seen in Europe 
when the Antichrist Putin first rose to power in 
Russia, to become second in command in Russia, 
and there was also a Grand Cross Astrology patter 
in August 1999. So with the solar flares and 


aurora of March 20 2015 and a solar eclipse or the 
most important August 21 2017 Solar Eclipse , 
connect this to the rise of the Antichrist Putin. Watch 
what Putin is doing now. This was exactly 5/00 days 
after the August 11 1999 solar eclipse. 

May 8, 2015 

Putin fired a number of generals, around 20, in the 
Russian military. | think that Putin wants just guys as 
generals that he can totally control as he prepares to 
launch a nuclear war on NATO. Putin will get rid of 
guys he thinks would not launch missiles in a 
nuclear first strike. 

May 9, 2015 

In Moscow Russia, Victory Day parade, Russia 
showed off new weapons, China leader was there. 
June 10, 2015 

Putin met with the Pope at the Vatican. 

June 16, 2015 

Putin said he will build 40 new ICBM missiles for 
Russia's nuclear arsenal. Possibly for a nuclear first 
strike on NATO and the U.S. in 2017? 

July 4, 2015 

Putin sent to Obama his congradulations on July 4 
Independence Day. He said he and Obama can find 
solutions to world problems. 

August 4, 2015 

Russia submitted to the U.N. a claim for the Arctic 
Ocean. 


August 6, 2015 

It was announced that Russian hackers had broken 
into the email of the Pentagon in Washington D.C. 
August 12, 2015 

The head of the U.S. Army said that Russia is the 
“most dangerous threat to the U.S.” 

August 19, 2015 

Russia to sell S-300 air defense missile system to 
lran. Increasing Russia/Iran alliance. NATO war 
games in Europe for defense against Russian 
invasion. Putin went diving underwater in a minisub. 
September 4, 2015 

China parade of military equipment in Beijing China, 
attended by Putin. Russia — China military alliance. 
September 10, 2015 

Russia is sending military equipment to Syria. 
September 18, 2015 

Putin is sending fighter planes to Syria. 

September 28, 2015 

Total lunar eclipse seen in North America including 
the U.S., the “blood moon”. Brings to mind the 
Biblical prophecy on signs of the end of the world — 
the moon turned to blood. Could relate to the 
Antichrist Putin being in power. Could a giant 
earthquake occur soon after? Relate to Revelation 
6:12 “there was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon 
became as blood”. And Old Testament Joel 2:31 


“The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the 
moon into blood...”. Sign of Doomsday in 2016 — 
2017? And could there be a giant volcano explosion 
or asteroid hitting earth that cuts off sunlight? And 
giant quakes? On Monday Sept. 28 Putin the 
Antichrist is at the U.N. in New York City and has a 
meeting with President Obama. Interesting that this 
ominous total lunar eclipse occurs as President 
Putin the evil Antichrist 666 is in the U.S. Putin 
attends the United Nations General Assembly in 
New York, his first visit to the United Nations in a 
decade, and later meets with President Obama. The 
two leaders discuss Ukraine and Syria, according to 
senior US officials. It is the first face-to-face meeting 
of any length since Russia’s incursion into Ukraine. 
September 30, 2015 

Russian planes airstrikes in Syria. Note related to a 
Syria — Russia alliance is Old Testament Bible 
prophecies Ezekiel 38 — 39, on Gog and Magog, 
believed to be Russia. In Ezekiel 38 — 39 Russia has 
an alliance with Iran and Syria, that results in an 
attack on Israel. Could it be that Gog of Ezekiel is 
the same person as the Antichrist of Revelation 13, 
the Antichrist Putin of Russia. Also on Syria is Old 
Testament Isaiah 17 on Damascus Syria being 
destroyed. 

October 6, 2015 


Turkey complained about Russian warplanes flying 
over Turkey's territory. 

October 7, 2015 

Russian warships fired cruise missiles into Syria. A 
demonstration of Russian missile technology by 
Putin. 

October 28, 2015 

Conjunction of Venus, Mars, Jupiter in the sky. The 
second horsemen War and the 1st horseman the 
Antichrist Putin ride in 2016? Possibly a war breaks 
out then, possibly Putin invades Ukraine then? Or 
increased missiles attacks by Russia in Syria? Ora 
Russia — NATO conflict results from Putin 
aggressiveness? 

November 24, 2015 

Russian jet plane was shot down by Turkey over 
Turkey's territory. Putin aggressiveness could lead 
to a nuclear war by 2017. 

January 21, 2016 

A UK government inquiry found that Litvinenko was 
probably poisoned with Polonium 210 because Putin 
ordered it. Note that there was a previous poisoning 
incident associated with Putin in Ukraine. 

March 14, 2016 

Putin ordered ( part of ) Russian military forces to 
leave Syria. 

April 13, 2016 


A Russian Fighter Plane flew about 70 feet from a 
U.S. Navy Destroyer in the Black Sea. More 
intimidating risky behaviour by Russian planes under 
the direction of the Antichrist Putin. 

May 14, 2016 

Putin President of Russia warned the U.S., that the 
U.S. deployment of missile defense systems in 
Europe bordering Russia, has started a new arms 
race with Russia. And that Russia will “neutralize” 
the U.S. missile defense. 

May 29, 2016 

Russian President Putin went to Mount Athos in 
Greece, a holy center for the Eastern Orthodox 
Church. Also Putin had a meeting with the Prime 
Minister of Greece. Also Putin said that Russia will 
retaliate against the U.S., if the U.S. stations 
missiles in Romania. 

July 25, 2016 

The FBI announces it has launched an investigation 
into the hacking of the Democratic National 
Committee’s computer system. Although the 
statement doesn't indicate that the agency has a 
particular suspect or suspects in mind, US officials 
think the cyberattack is linked to Russia. 

July 28, 2016 

Reports that Russia and Putin were behind hacking 
of the Democrats (DNC) emails. 

August 10, 2016 


Putin said the Russian FSB stopped a terrorist 
attack by Ukraine on Crimea. 

August 12, 2016 

Tension escalated between Russia and Ukraine. 
Ukraine military on high alert. Russian Navy war 
games in the Black Sea. An invasion of Ukraine by 
Russia could occur soon. 

September 71, 2016 

During an interview with Bloomberg News, Putin 
denies that the Russian government had any 
involvement in the hacking of Democratic National 
Committee emails. 

October 3, 2016 

Jewish Calendar year 5777 begins. Note that 777 is 
“The Cross”, in Greek, the original language of the 
New Testament including the Book of Revelation, 
and 666 is the number of the Antichrist and 888 is 
“Jesus” in Greek. End Times events then? Note that 
2016 is similar to 216=6x6x6. 

October 7, 2016 

Putin the Antichrist is 64 years old. Revelation 6:4 is 
the man on a red horse, War... The start of 
something big ...? 

October 15, 2016 

Putin sent Russian Navy ships to the English 
Channel near England's coast. 

October 24, 2016 


In Russia there was a practice run drill for a World 
War 3 nuclear war, with 40 million people 
participating in this drill. Shows that Putin is thinking 
seriously about launching a nuclear war. 

January 6, 2017 

The Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
releases a declassified report concluding that Putin 
ordered an “influence campaign” aimed at hurting 
Hillary Clinton and helping Donald Trump in the 
2016 presidential election. 

January 17, 2017 

During a news conference, Putin says that a 
damning dossier on US President-elect Donald 
Trump is “false” and dismisses allegations that his 
country’s security services have been monitoring 
Trump. Donald Trump and President Obama were 
presented the dossier by senior intelligence officials, 
who warned that Russia may have gathered 
compromising material on the President-elect. 
February 7, 2017 

Putin orders Russian air force to prepare for ‘time of 
war’. 

February 22, 2017 

Russia ready for war: Putin’s ballistic missile 
launchers set for combat. 

March 4, 2017 

German minister blasts Putin’s ‘irrational’ military 
build-up as NATO standoff continues. 


March 5, 2017 

Zapad 2017’ Exercise —> Putin to send 100 to 
200.000 troops to Baltic Borders for exercise !!! The 
ZAPDA 2017 (WEST-2017) exercise will be held in 
September 2017. 

June 10, 2017 

End Times period begins? 50 years since Jerusalem 
was conquered by Israel in June 1967. Refer to 12th 
century prophecy of Jewish Rabbi Judah ben 
Samuel, predicting that: 

— Jerusalem would be ruled by the Ottoman Turks 
for 8 Jubilees or 8x50=400 years. This was 151/7- 
1917. 

— In the 9th Jubilee (50 years) Israel would be a “no 
man’s land”. It was ruled by the British after 1917. 

— Jerusalem would come under Jewish rule at the 
end of the 9th Jubilee, and this would begin the End 
Times with the coming of the Messiah. This 
happened 50 years later on June 10 1967 with Israel 
conquering Jerusalem. 
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srael and Gaza Strip 


Palestinian militants launched a deadly land, air and sea assault inside Israel on Saturday, with 
fighters infiltrating the country’s south and firing a massive barrage of rockets from the Gaza 
Strip. Israel responded to the surprise attack by declaring a “state of war alert” and striking 
targets in Gaza. At least four people have been killed by rocket fire and fighting so far, Abd al- 
Aziz Nassara, mayor of the southern Israeli town of Kuseife told local broadcasters. Graphic but 
unverified video and photos shared rapidly on social media suggested that toll could rise sharply 
Militant group Hamas, which rules Gaza, announced said it was behind the operation it dubbed 
"Al-Aqsa Flood.” “Enough is enough,” the elusive leader of the group's military wing, Mohammed 
Deif, said in a recorded message that called on Palestinians to join the fight. “This is the day of 
the greatest battle end the last occupation on earth," he said, adding that 5,000 rockets had 
been launched. The violence follows weeks of heightened tensions along Israel's volatile border 
with Gaza, and heavy fighting in the Israeli-occupied West Bank — but also years of unresolved 
grievances over the treatment of Palestinians that have long threatened to erupt. The Israeli 
military confirmed an infiltration had occurred in several locations near the Gaza barrier in 
southern Israel. It ordered residents to remain indoors. “The military declares a state of war alert,” 
it said in a statement. It said Hamas “will face the consequences and responsibility.” Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and top security officials were convening for an emergency 
meeting. Israel has built a massive fence along the Gaza border meant to prevent infiltrations. It 
goes deep underground and Is equipped with cameras, high-tech sensors and sensitive listening 
technology. The infiltration marked a major accomplishment — and escalation — by Hamas. 
Across Israel's Route 3, a highway 15 miles north of Gaza, police armed with assault rifles fanned 
out across roads, checking cars for gunmen trying to pass further into the country. Highways 
across the country have emptied out except for emergency vehicles, as security forces erect 
checkpoints for passing traffic. Israel and Egypt imposed a blockade over Gaza after Hamas 
Seized control of the territory in 2007. There have been four wars since then, most recently in 
2021. There have also been numerous rounds of fighting between Israel and Hamas and other 
Smaller militant groups based in Gaza. The blockade, which restricts the movement of people 
and goods in and out of Gaza, has devastated the territory's economy. Israel says it is needed to 
keep militant groups from building up their arsenals, while the Palestinians say it amounts to 
collective punishment. Saturday's stunning developments come at a crucial moment, as it 
pursues what would be a landmark deal to normalize relations with Saudi Arabia that is being 
brokered by the United States. Any new outbreak of fighting is likely to strain that process. The 
assault also comes during a period of heavy fighting in the West Bank, where nearly 200 
Palestinians have been killed in Israeli military raids this year, according to U.N. Mideast Envoy 
Tor Wennesland. Israel says the raids are aimed at militants, but stone-throwing protesters and 
people uninvolved in the violence have also been killed. Palestinian attacks on Israeli targets 
have killed over 30 people so far in 2023, Wennesland said in an August briefing to the U.N. 
Security Council. The surprise Palestinian offensive comes 50 years since Israel's Arab neighbors 
launched a coordinated surprise attack that began the 1973 Arab-Israeli war. 
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